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Lands of the White Elephant – Thai Language & Associates 
By Gerald J. Gallagher 
 
Handmaiden to archaeology, epigraphy appeals to those whose scholarly reveries concern medieval monks rather 
than “Indiana Jones”.  Without their textual underpinnings, many artifacts would remain simply pretty things rather 
than tangible insights into culture. 
 
To Western eyes, the alphabets of South and Southeast Asian languages seem exotic in form and intimidating in 
study, but they derive from the lingua franca of the ancient Near East, Aramaic, a Semitic tongue originating in 
Syria.  Darius the Great, ruler of Persia (521-486BCE) decreed that Aramaic would be the diplomatic and 
administrative language of his empire which brought its influence to his eastern territories.  India adapted the 
lettering into Brahmi (Fig.#1), credited as being the source of alphabets for, inter alia, Hindi, Sinhala, Tibetan and 
Thai. 
 

 
Fig #1  -  Brāhmī Alphabet  from website Omniglot 
 
The twentieth most populous nation, Prathet Thai (Thailand), is a constitutional monarchy which was never 
colonized by European powers.  Comprising three-quarters of the population, the “Thai” 
(‘free/independent/people’, according to various authorities) are descended from the “T’ai” of southern China.  
Evidence of habitation dates to 35,000BCE, though the area remained villages and city-states until coming under 
the political and cultural influence of the Khmer Empire (800-1327CE) based in what is now Cambodia.   
 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
As you can see from this issue, the Old World Archaeologist 
has received a face-lift, of sorts.  In view of so many members 
(myself included) needing a little help with seeing, I found the 
Lucinda Calligraphy easier to read than Harrington.  It’s 
a larger size typeface so I reduced the size of the fonts, but 
there is more space between letters.  The typeface for the body 
with remain Times New Roman unless I find something else 
that takes up less space and is easier to read.  Personally, I like 
Ariel, but the numbers would be indistinguishable.  Among 
about 50 different typefaces, it came down to three;  Book 
Antiqua, Calisto, and Casque.  The New Roman font used by 
the N Y Times (thus it’s name) seems about the best suited.  I 
can use an 11 pt instead of a 12 pt, which allows more pages 
per issue.  I hope everyone like the “improvement” if not, let 
me know, also suggest what I can do to make The Old World 
Archaeologist easier to read. 
 
Another item I’d like to add in the coming year is something 
about checklists.  Many of our members have short checklists 
of their topic, from one to three pages.  I have also worked 
with several of these lists over the years in order to illustrate 
the journal.  If any member out there would like to share a 
checklist they have, it would be appreciated.   
 
2012 seems to have rushed by!   Summer arrived, and by late 
August I found myself putting blankets on the bed!  A sure 
sign of the approach of winter.  By the time you get this 
September will have flown by with me doing as much 
shopping for supplies for OWA as I can in order to obtain 
Back to School prices.   
 
I found several typos in the July issue, and some information I 
thought I had put in but did not appear in the finished pages.  
Whether I forgot to hit “save” or simply did not type it, I don’t 
know.  Corrections appear in this issue.  They have been made 
to the master copy. 
 
As usual practice, enclosed with this final issue of the year is 
the annual Table of Contents, giving information about what 
was published during the year, and the renewal form for 
another year of The Old World Archaeologist.  Please renew 
by the end of the year as it costs 20c to send a second renewal.  
That’s the additional postage required for that one piece of 
paper.   
 
One good event (perhaps the best!) – my local library has re-
opened after being closed for a year for renovations.  No more 
5 or 6 mile drives just to look up a stamp.  As I write this, just 
today I ran down to the library for information on the sheets in 
the Land of the White Elephant. 

Caroline   
 



Lands of the White Elephant – Thai Language & Associates 
By Gerald J. Gallagher                                                                     (continued from Page 1) 
 

      
Fig #2  #1051,                 Fig #3  #1050        Fig #4   #865 Chedichai     
Sukhotai Ruins,               Buddha Sukothai           Mongkhon Temple (Ayu- 
Nov 17, 1983                   Period, Nov 17,1983     thaya Shrine) Oct 8,1978 

 
 
The formal Thai Kingdom began at 
Sukhotai, founded 1238, (Fig.#2, Scott 
#1051 and Fig.#3, Scott #1050), replaced 
by the Kingdom of Ayuthaya in the 14th 
century (Fig.#4 Scott #865).  Following the 
sacking of Ayuthaya by the Burmese in 
1769, the Kingdom was re-established in 
Bangkok (Krung Thep) in 1782, under the 
Chakri dynasty who continue as monarchs. 
 
  

 

             
        Fig 5; #779, Children           Fig 6, #1786, King Bhumibol Adulyadej       Fig 7, 1296, Communications Authority 
        Writing on Slate                   (Rama IX) Writing in Book, Issued               12th Anniversary,  Issued Feb. 25, 1989 
        Issued Jan 10, 1976              Dec 5, 1997. 
 

 
Fig 8, #1883, National Communications 
Day,  Issued August 4, 1999 

. 
 
Thailand has an excellent educational system giving a high level of 
literacy (Fig.#5, Scott #779).  H. M. King Rama IX is renowned for his 
encouragement of writing (Fig.#6, Scott #1786), and established the 
Communications Authority to promote electronic (Fig.#7, Scott #1296) 
and printed (Fig.#8, Scott #1883) messaging.  

 
 
 
The Thai Post Office is a leading member of the 
Asian Oceanic Postal Union (Fig.#9, Scott #816).  
Society is culturally homogenous, with 90%+ of 
Thais adhering to Theravada Buddhism (Fig.#10, 
Scott #1309).  The Teaching of the Elders is the most 
ancient school of Buddhist thought, dating to Council 
in the 3rd century BCE. 
 
(cont’d on page 4) 

    
Fig 9, #816, Asian Oceanic Postal    Fig 10, #1309 Buddhist 
Union (AOPU)Issued April 1, 1977    Figurine, June 28, 1989 
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Lands of the White Elephant – Thai Language & Associates 
By Gerald J. Gallagher                                                               (continued from Page 3) 
 

       
    Fig #11 a&b, Scott #2620 (24 stamps) & # 2621 (20 stamps),  Issued  July 29, 2011 as a set. 
 
Thai lettering (Fig.#11, a&b) consists of 42 consonants, 15 vowel symbols, and 4 tone marks.  Alike in capital and 
small forms, the script descends from Southern Brahmi through Old Khmer.  Its orthography is complex because 
letters of the same sound can alter their form depending upon their location within a word.  Spelling includes silent 
letters recalling the Sanskrit origin of selected vocabulary.  Among the unusual diacritics is ‘rat teeth’ (“) used 
above a letter to alter pronunciation.  
 

 
Fig 12,  Alphabet of King Ram Khom-  
haeng,  Scott #552, Issued July 1, 1970 
 

Credit for the Thai alphabet is given to 13th century King Ram 
Khomhaeng (Fig.#12), based upon the Ram Khomhaeng Stele.  
Contemporary scholarship has questioned the provenance of this 
carving, as it may depict letter forms closer to those of its discovery 
period in the mid-19th century.   
 
Properly termed an “Abugida”, this alphabet is actually a consonantal 
system with inherent vowel sounds.  In written form, spaces between 
works are uncommon, used principally to mark long sentences of 
paragraphs.   
 
 

Numerals can be written in Arabic form, or in Thai symbols, whose pronunciation recalls the Cantonese speech of 
the Thai/T’ai ancestors in southern China (Fig.#13).  A banknote depicting King Rama IX appears on the next page. 
 

(cont’d on pg 5) 
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Lands of the White Elephant – Thai Language & Associates 
By Gerald J. Gallagher                                                         (continued from Page 4) 
 

 
Fig 13,  5 Baht Banknote, Portrait H. M. Rama IX 

Thai personal names can be lengthy as a 1913 law 
specifies that only one family may use a surname.  
Reflecting the pre-20th century use of a single name by 
most.  Thais are often best known by their nicknames 
(“Chue Len” = Play Name), given in early childhood, 
referring to virtues, family traditions, or humorous 
aspects of personality.  Even His Majesty the King is 
“Ong Lek” (Little King/Image of Buddha) within his 
immediate family, though outside that circle he is a 
person of linguistic veneration.   

 
Royal Thai is a dialect used for speeches by or on behalf of the King, of 
when writing of Royal Family activities.  The pronunciation and spelling 
of Standard Thai is based upon the usages of Bangkok while numerous 
dialects and regional tongues exist in rural and minority areas.  The 
language is respected as a market of Thai cultural continuity (Fig.#14).   
 
Oversight of linguistic matters comes under the Royal Institute (Fig.#15), 
formerly the Council of Royal Pandits. 
 

 
    Fig 14, 700th Anniversary of Thai     .  
.   Language, Scott # 1049, Nov 17, 1983 

 
Fig 15; Royal Institute of 
Language, Scott # 1061, 
Issued Jan 25, 1984 
 

 
 
 
As descendants of proto-Thai, T’ai and Lao are mutually intelligible with Standard 
Thail  T’ai speakers are found in India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Indonesia.  The 
alphabet (Fig.#16) of “Thai Dam” (Black Thai, from color of clothing worn) is used 
by those T’ai in northern Vietnam and Laos.  Granted autonomy under the French 
Union prior to 1954, the T’ai issued decorations for service with French forces 
opposing the Viet Minh which bear Tai Dam legends (Fig.#17).  “Tai Le” is a script 
used, in its traditional and Peoples China revised forms, by several hundred thousand 
speakers in Yunnan Province and adjacent areas. 
. 
. 
 
 

 
Fig. 16  Tai Dam alphabet from Omniglot 
 
Fig. 17; T’ai Federation Order of Military Merit  -  The order was instituted by the 
French authorities in an area of northern Vietnam in 1950    >>>> 

(cont’d on page 6) 
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Lands of the White Elephant – Thai Language & Associates 
By Gerald J. Gallagher      (continued from Page 5) 
 
Laotian (Lao) has the largest number of native speakers of the Thai-related languages.  Using a script similar to 
Standard Thai, Lao is six-tonal, based on the speech of Vientiane, the capital.  Between 15 and 20million are native 
or fluent speakers.  Like Thai, it is an Abugida with a multiplicity of vowel diacritics and dipthongs. 
 
In this era, spoken of as The Asian Century the rising economic power of these nations will enhance appreciation 
for the tongues of the Lands of the White Elephant. 
 

Author’s Note:  Readers wishing to delve into Linguistics should begin with “Empires of the Word: A Language 
History of the World” by Nicholas Ostler (NY Harper Perennial 2006), and open the website www.omniglot.com, 
which features alphabets, writing systems, and historical data for a vast array of languages.  For an overview of 
Thai nickname usage see “In Thai Cultural Battle, Name Calling is Encourages” in The New York Times, Aug 29, 
2007. 
 

Merle’s Musings 
I recently had an opportunity to hear an update about an ongoing excavation project at Petra in Jordan.  Over 
approximately 20 years the project has conducted a surface survey of large extent.  The project has uncovered a 
pillared temple, a large plaza, and water features. They have also mapped a huge water management system with 
canals, dams, channels, stair-step type waterfalls, and football field sized cisterns.  
 
They have identified many sub-surface anomolies which will be worked 
on in future years.   
 
There must have been extensive agriculture in the area to support the 
Nabataean civilization, when the city was a major crossroad of trading 
caravans. Little evidence of it can be found today. Surveys of the 
outlying area need to be conducted. 
 
I noted only two sets of stamps and a few singles of Petra in the Jordan 
section of Scotts. Seems like Jordan should publicize one of its great 
national treasures a little better.  
 

  
Jordan booklet stamp depicts Petra’s 
“Treasury” Scott #1714, Oct 9, 2000

 

Libya  Shelters Some of the Best Roman Ruins 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
Archaeologists have recorded that the remains of the earliest Phoenicians settlements at Sabratha have been found 
beneath the Roman town in the area between the Forum and the Sea. Excavations have shown that an intermittently 
occupied Phoenician trading post had been established there by the sixth century BC; at about the same time other 
trading posts were founded at Leptis (Phoenician Lpgy) and Oea (Phoenician Ui'at, the modern Tripoli).  
 
Sabratha  UNESCO World Heritage Site Site since 1982 
Settled in the late 5th/early 6th century BC as a Phoenician trading-post along 
the Tripolitanian coast.  It was part of the short-lived Numidian Kingdom of 
Massinissa, together with Leptis and Oea, before being Romanized and 
absorbed into the Roman province of Africa. 
 
Sabratha's development as a Roman city began in the latter half of the 1st 
century AD. It reached its zenith in the 1st and 2nd centuries AD, particularly 
during the reign of Septimus Severus, who was born in nearby Leptis Magna.  

 
Libya Jupiter's Temple at Sabratha. 
Scott #294, Issued 12/24/65.  

(cont’d on pg 7) 
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Libya  Shelters Some of the Best Roman Ruins 
By Caroline Scannell                     (continued from Page 6) 
 
Sabratha's development as a Roman city began in the latter half of the 1st century AD. It reached its zenith in the 
1st and 2nd centuries AD, particularly during the reign of Septimus Severus, who was born in nearby Leptis 
Magna. Much of the city was destroyed by earthquakes during the 4th century, particularly that which took place in 
AD365. The Vandals ruled in the 5th century but they were expelled under the Emperor Justinian and further 
building projects took place in the Byzantine era.  Sabratha survived for a hundred years following the Arab 
invasion of the mid 7th century AD. 
 

    
Libya,  Theater at Sabratha. Scott       Libya, Theater at Sabratha, Scott #1172,  
#295, Issued Dec. 24, 1965.      Issued Feb 10, 1984 
 

The most spectacular site in Sabratha 
is the Theatre, probably built during 
the reign of the Emperor Commodus 
(AD161-192), with its three-story 
backdrop of columns. Other areas of 
interest include the Temple of Liber 
Pater, Basilica of Justinian, the 
Mosaics of the House of Jason 
Magnus, the Capitolium, Temple of 
Serapis, Temple of Hercules and 
Temple of Isis.   

 
Libya; Monument at Sabratha 
Scott #1174, Feb 10, 1984 

 
In 1943, during the Second World War, archaeologist Max Mallowan, husband 
of novelist Agatha Christie, was based at Sabratha as an assistant to the Senior 
Civil Affairs Officer of the Western Province of Tripolitania. His main task was 
to oversee the allocation of grain rations, but it was, in the words of Christie's 
biographer, a "glorious attachment", during which the Mallowans lived in an 
Italian villa with a patio overlooking the sea. 
 
In 2011 the town became involved in the Libyan civil war.  At first seeming to 
have rebelled against the government with sword-wielding townspeople fighting 
against soldiers with guns, as of March 2nd it had been retaken by pro-Qadaffi 
forces, however the town was recaptured by the rebels in August. 

 
Cyrene  UNESCO World Heritage Site Site since 1982 
Founded by a colony of Greeks from Thera, Cyrene was one of the principal cities in the Hellenic world. Cyrene 
was founded in the 7th century BC by Greek settlers led by Battus I, who established a ruling dynasty and made 
Cyrene the capital of the ancient kingdom of Cyrenaica.  A thousand years of history is written in its ruins, famous 
since the 18th century. 

             
Libya Temple of Apollo    Libya, The Forum of      Italian stamp overprinted “Tripolitania” for use   Italy, Cyrenaica, Venus of 
Cyrene.Scott #293,            Cyrene, Scott #291,        in African provices,  Scott #B27, Oct 26, 1926.   Cyrene, Scott #C27,  
Issued Dec 24, 1965          Issued Dec 24, 1965                             Issued Oct 9, 1934. 

(cont’d on pg 8) 
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Libya  Shelters Some of the Best Roman Ruins 
By Caroline Scannell                (continued from Page 7) 
 
The community of Cyrene thrived from its beginning due to the 
agricultural fertility of the region. Its flocks, herds, and especially 
its horses were famous.  Cyrene had a monopoly on certain 
medicinal plants, and an abundance of precious metals, from 
which it produced its coinage.  
 
Greek lyric poet Pindar celebrated the successes of Cyrene’s rulers 
in the ancient games of the Greeks, and also sang of Aristaeus, the 
child produced by the nymph Cyrene and the Greek god Apollo. 
Cyrene had its own local school of philosophers.  

   
Cyrenaica (Ital Adm)     Libya Bimillenery of  
Sower Scott B30,           Emperor Augustus.  
Issued  Nov 27, 1930     Scott #77,Apr 25, 1930. 

 
Cyrene surrendered to the rule of Alexander the Great around 331BC, after which the city was dominated by the 
Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt. It was given a constitution by King Ptolemy I, who ruled from 323 to 285 BC. It then 
came under the rule of the Roman Empire and remained a great capital until the earthquake of 365. A series of 
ordinances was granted by Augustus, who ruled as the first emperor of Rome from 27BC to AD14. Under Roman 
rule, Cyrene retained its importance as a seat of government in the province of Cyrenaica.  
 
On 1 January 1934, Tripolitania, Cyrenaica, and Fezzan were united as the Italian colony of Libya. 
 

    
Libya, Temple Ruins of  Cyrene,     Libya, Temple Ruins of  Cyrene, 
Scott #1173, Issued Feb 10, 1984    Scott #1176, Issued Feb 10, 1984 
 

Many of the principal features of Cyrene 
were uncovered through archaeological 
research.  The city was built around a spring 
in an eroded river valley 550 m (1800 ft) 
above sea level, which protected it from the 
desert wind by the higher ground on its 
south. The settlers established a sanctuary to 
Apollo near the spring and also built simple 
dwellings there.  

The city eventually spread out along both sides of the depression, with a citadel to the south, a market center to the 
southeast, and a temple of Zeus to the east. Tombs occupied the hillsides around the site.  
 
Artifacts from Cyrene were housed in a museum in nearby Banghazi, Libya.  Called the Treasure of Benghazi, it 
consists of about 8,000 bronze, silver and gold coins and artifacts from Cyrene.  These have been reported to have 
‘disappeared’ from a bank vault 
 
Lepcis Magna, UNESCO World Heritage Site Since 1982 

    
Tripolitania (Italy)       Tripolitania (Italy) 
Roman Arch               Columns of  Basilica  
Scott #B54,       Scott #C8, Issued 1931 
Nov. 27, 1930. 
 

Lepcis was the most easterly of the three cities that gave the North 
African region of Tripolitania its name. Lepcis Magna is another 
Phoenician city, founded in the 10th century BC as a trading port, 
control passed to Carthage in 6BC.  In 202 BC the Romans defeated 
Carthage in the Second Punic War. Emperor Trajan made Lepcis a 
colonia, a Roman colony with full Roman citizenship rights for the 
city’s population, in AD 109. The first Roman senator from Lepcis 
Magna began to serve in the early 2nd century AD. 
 
Lepcis Magna was associated with the Roman Empire for more than 
600 years beginning in the 2nd century BC.  During that time many 
buildings were constructed using Roman architectural styles.   
These Roman structures have made the city an important area for 
archaeological study since the 1920s. 
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Libya  Shelters Some of the Best Roman Ruins 
By Caroline Scannell                (continued from Page 8) 
 

    
Libya, Ruins of        Tripolitania (Italy), Roman Ruins of  
Trajan's Arch,          Lepcis Magna, Scott #C16, Dec 7, 1931 

Lepcis Magna was also known as the birthplace of 
Roman emperor Lucius Septimius Severus ( 146-
211), who enlarged the area, making it among the 
most beautiful cities of the Roman Empire, with its 
imposing public monuments, harbor, market-place, 
storehouses, shops and residential districts.  
 
During the Roman period, Lepcis was the 
Mediterranean outlet of a trade route through the 
Sahara into the interior of Africa. It’s economy

Scott #292, Dec 24, 1965                 was based on agriculture, and some of it’s products,
                                                                                                      particularly olives, became profitable trade items. 
Olive cultivation added so much to the town’s prosperity that in 46 BC the Roman ruler Julius Caesar imposed an 
annual tax of three million pounds of oil on Lepcis. Inscriptions and literary sources attest to the wealth of the 
Lepcis Magna elite, who supported the continuing growth of the city.  
 
Late in the 1st century BC, a quarry was opened at Ras el-Hammam south of Lepcis Magna that yielded an 
exceptionally fine, hard limestone used to build most of the town’s later structures. In 120 AD the people of Lepcis 
Magna built an aqueduct to carry water. In later years they also completed luxurious baths on the model of the 
imperial baths in Rome, a large circus or racetrack, and other public buildings.  
 
Lepcis Magna enjoyed an unusual degree of autonomy under Roman rule. Unlike other African cities, it lost no 
land and was not forced to accept Roman settlers. It prospered because Rome stopped bandits from plundering the 
countryside and curbed unrest among local tribal groups.  However, raids by desert tribes began in the 4th century. 
Initially, the city’s fortified walls saved it from being plundered. Roman authority in North Africa had grown so 
weak, however, that the Roman governor in the region would not help unless the city provided camels and 
provisions for his army.  

  
Libya, Ruins of  Roman Arena at Leptis.     Libya, Ruins of Roman Basilica at Leptis  
Magna, Scott #1175, Issued Feb 10, 1984.   Magna, Scott #1177, Issued Feb 10, 1984. 

 
In 365 an earthquake damaged 
Lepcis Magna severely, but the 
greatest blow to the city’s 
prosperity came with the 
invasion of the Germanic tribe 
called the Vandals about 455. 
By 534 Lepcis Magna had 
become part of the Byzantine 
Empire.  

 
During this period of upheaval, much of Lepcis Magna was abandoned. By the time Arabs controlled the region in 
642, the city was almost empty.   and the city was virtually abandoned by the 8th century.  Archaeological exca-
vations in Lepcis Magna have unearthed several layers of ruins that show various periods of occupation at the site. 
 
Because most of the Lepcis Magna’s fortified walls had been destroyed, the city was covered by sand over time, 
which preserved the ruins. Between 1920 and World War II (1939-1945), when Libya was an Italian colony, Italian 
authorities began to excavate the city. After the war, the British continued work at the site and since that time have 
discovered many well-preserved Roman remains. 
 
Archaeological excavations in Lepcis Magna have unearthed several layers of ruins that show various periods of 
occupation at the site. Underneath the remains of a large theater built in the 1st century AD is a cemetery probably 
dating from the 4th or 3rd century BC. Particularly well-preserved are 2nd- and early 3rd-century Roman buildings 
that include the elaborate  Hadrianic  Baths  as well the  remains  of the forum and basilica erected during the era of  
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Libya  Shelters Some of the Best Roman Ruins 
By Caroline Scannell                (continued from Page 9) 
 
Emperor Septimius Severus. The 3rd-century Hunting Baths, named for a fresco, are also in remarkable condition. 
More recent discoveries have included a Roman house with an extensive underground water system that provides 
new glimpses into the everyday life of residents of Lepcis Magna. 
 
During the recent civil war in Libya, it is believed that NATO forces bombed Lepcis Magna.  With the country still 
in the throes of civil war, aided and abetted by international forces (which should prolong the battle), we can only 
hope these sites cam be salvaged as there is still much to discover. 
 
 

New Digs 

       
Bosnia & Herzegovina Definitives - Old Cities –              Bosnia & Herzegovina 
Tesanj  and  Buzim  Issued June 25, 2012 

 
<<Rustempasic Tower 
near Bugojno 
Issued 22 June 2012 
 

 

 
Bosnia & Herzegovina –  
Croat Administration 

<< Archaeology – Mithra  
In addition to being the divinity of contracts, Mithra is also a judicial figure, an 
all-seeing protector of Truth, and the guardian of cattle, the harvest and of The 
Waters.  The term Mithra is from the Middle Iranian language.  The Romans 
attributed their Mithraic Mysteries to Persian or Zoroastrian sources relating to 
Mithra. However, since the early 1970s the dominant scholarship has noted 
dissimilarities, and those mysteries are now qualified as a distinct Roman 
product. 

    

The National Museum of Chine (NMC) is located on the east 
side of Tiananmen Square in Beijing, facing the great the Great 
Hall of the people.  It’s predecessor was the Preparatory office 
of the National Museum of History, established on July 9, 
1912. Covering a floor space of nearly 200,000 square meters 
and housing a collection of 1.2 million cultural relics and 
artworks, NMC is a comprehensive museum that features 
world-class facilities, focuses on both history and art, and 
integrates collection, exhibition, research, archaeology, public 
education, and cultural communication. Over the past century, 
it has played an active and vital role in protecting Chinese 
cultural heritage, displaying the time-honored history of China, 
spreading Chinese civilization, providing patriotism education, 
promoting cultural exchange with other countries and regions, 
and demonstrating the soft power of Chinese culture. 

Source: Chinese Post  www.wopa-stamps.com  published August 11, 2012 
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New Digs 
 

Iraq - Al Khadimiya Holy Places Souvenir Sheet  
 
The martyrdom of Imam Musa Al Khadim (as 
the 7th imam) will be remembered as the Shi’a 
faithful make their way as pilgrims on foot, to 
his shrine in Baghdad (Al Khadimiya), Iraq.  
The Khadimiya is a shrine to the Imam Musa al 
Khadim.  Shown at right are the stamps and 
souvenir sheet on first day covers.  Below is the 
souvenir sheet. 

 

 

 

 
Isle of Man, Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant, Scott # 1505,  Issued June 3, 2012 

Commemorating the 
Thames Diamond 
Jubilee Pageant, this 
miniature sheet and 
special commemorative 
sheets capture the 
atmosphere and provide 
a lasting postal tribute 
and also feature the two 
Manx vessels that took 
part - the 'Lady of 
Mann' and the Viking 
ship 'Vital Spark' 
pictured at left. 

 
Monaco Stamp depicting Nefertiti  
issued September 30, 2012 
 
The Great Royal Wife of the Pharaoh Akhenaton, 
Nefertiti owes much of her fame to her beauty, 
immortalised in the 14th century BCE by her painted 
limestone bust.  This sculpture was discovered in 1912 
at Tell el-Amarna by German archaeologists. It is on 
display at the Neus Museum in Berlin 
 
 
 

 

<<   Slovakia Europa Issued May 4, 2012 
Designed by Peter Augustovic 
 
The design of the stamp depicts an embossed decoration of 2nd Century BC 
Roman plate showing visit of king’s son and nephew to the Temple of Apollo 
at Delphi. 
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Malta;  Treasures Series; 'Historic Gates' 
September  26, 2012 

  
MaltaPost continues its 'Treasures of Malta' series with the issue of 
four stamps illustrating some of the Islands' most iconic historic 
gates. The stamps are from reproductions of original artworks by 
Maltese artist Cedric Galea Pirotta.  
 
On 26th September, MaltaPost issued a set of four stamps depicting 
some of the Islands most iconic historical gates. The stamps have a 
face value of .0.20, .0.37, .0.67 and .0.69 and depict the Notre Dame 
Gate, Couvre Port Gate, Lunzjata Valley Gate and Fort Chambray 
Gate respectively.  
 
The Set, titled Treasures of Malta - Historical Gates, was designed 
by Cedric Galea Pirotta and will be issued in sheets of 10 stamps. 
Each stamp measures bearing the Maltese Cross watermark.  

 

          
 

 
<< Philippines - 
Habagat, God of the 
Wind,   
Issued June 28, 2012 
Habagat is, in the 
Filipino mythology, 
the god of winds and 
typhoons. 

 

 
Spain, Science of Geology & Paleontology 
Setenant pair.  Issued 2012, no further                
information known at this time. 

   
Spain, Oviedo Cathedraf Souvenir Sheet (left) and Deluxe  
Souvenir Sheet (right) from Herricks Stamps website 

 
The cathedral is set on the site of an old basilica built by Fruela I in honour of San Salvador. Construction of the 
present cathedral began at the end of the 13th century and was concluded during the second half of the 16th 
century. The façade was designed by Juan de Badajoz and Pedro de Buyeres, and the tower (15th century) is of 
interest for its slender, integrated steeple. The church has three naves with side chapels, a transept and a 
Renaissance ambulatory. A range of plant motifs decorates the capitals of the long pillars that support the cathedral 
roof. The main altarpiece has a series of niches and tells the story of the life of Christ in pictures in the Gothic style, 
with Flemish influences. In the chapel of King Casto there is a Royal Pantheon in the Baroque style, which holds 
the bodies of the Asturian monarchs. The fresco on the vaulted roof of the sacristy is also in the Baroque style and 
is the work of Martínez de Bustamante. There is a Diocesan Museum in the cloister with important 
archaeological items on display. The Holy Chamber, declared a World Heritage site by the UNESCO, is integrated 
into the cathedral and houses the cathedral treasure, featuring particularly the Cross of Los Ángeles, the Cross of La 
Victoria, the Agate Box and the Holy Ark. 
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Stone Relief, Egypt 1440 BC        Bronze Relief, China 2nd Century 

     
Marble Relief, Andalusia, Spain 11th Century    Sardonyx Relief, Italy 13th Century 

      
Brass Relief, France, 18th Century        Copper & Silver Relief, Egypt 14th Century  
 

 
France   
History of Printing, 
Ancient Alphabets 
booklet pane of 12, 
consisting of 6 different 
designs. 
 
Scott # 4143-54, Issued 
Jan 23, 2012 

From the Europa “Visit . . .” series 
Depicts the Pont du Gard (Roman Bridge) 
 
Many countries are depicting ancient sites 
enjoyed by tourists on their stamps issued 
for Eiropa in 2012. 
 

 
France May 21, 2012 Scott #4224 

 

 

<< Georgia  
Depicts Greek Temple & Chinese Pagoda, 
honors Olympics  
Scott # 380-1 Issued April 11, 2012 

 

 
Iceland,  Archeological Excavations at 
Skriðuklaustur – 500th Anniversary of the 
Consecration of Skriðuklaustur Church 
1512-2012, Day of issue: Sept.r 13, 2012 
 

Designer: Borgar Hjörleifur Árnason 
Printer: Joh. Enschedé 
 
Skriðuklaustur is a cultural research centre and a renowned farm in 
the district of Fljótsdalur in the east of Iceland. It was also the site of 
the monastery of the Order of Saint Augustine from 1493 until 
1552. Skriðuklaustur was the last monastery to be established in 
Iceland in the country’s Catholic Era. A church was consecrated at 
Skriðuklaustur in 1496 and used until the 18th century. Then a 
smaller church was built but in 1792 church services were 
discontinued. The monastery gradually fell into oblivion and its 
buildings sunk into ground. Archeologists have found the ruins of 
the old Augustine monastery and excavations have been carried out 
since 2002. 

The Skriðuklaustur Research organization, with Austurland Museum and the Gunnar Gunnarsson Foundation as 
members, is in charge of the excavations. Gunnar Gunnarsson is an Icelandic writer who lived at Skriðuklaustur 
from 1939 until 1948. Gunnar donated the land to the State Treasury on the condition that it would be used to 
promote culture and research. The Gunnar Gunnarsson Foundation was established in 1997 and is run as an all year 
round culture and academic centre.                                                                                  ( From Iceland Post ) 
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<<   Russia; Rostov City 1150th Anniversary 
Souvenir Sheet   
 
Rostov was preceded by Sarskoye Gorodishche, which some scholars 
interpret as the capital of the Merya tribe, while others believe it was 
an important Viking trade enclave and fortress guarding the Volga 
trade route. First mentioned in the year 862 as an already important 
settlement, by the 13th century Rostov became the capital city of one 
of the most prominent Russian principalities. It was incorporated into 
Muscovy in 1474. 

 
 
Slovakia; Battle of Rozhanovce Souvenir Sheet, Issued June 15, 2012 >> 
 
Battle of Rozhanovce was fought between King Charles I of Hungary 
and the family of Palatine Amade Aba on June 15, 1312, on the Rozgony 
(today Rozhanovce) field. Chronicon Pictum described it as the "most 
cruel battle since the Mongol invasion of Europe". Despite many 
casualties on the King's side, his decisive victory brought an end to the 
Aba family's rule over eastern Kingdom of Hungary, weakened King's 
major domestic opponent Máté Csák, and ultimately secured power for 
Charles I of Hungary. 
 
 

 
 

 
Turkey, Sultan’s Boats;  
 Scott #3278-9,  Nov 28, 2011 
Ancient sailing vessels of the 
Ottoman Empire 
 

New Digs Update 

     
Poland (from July issue)            San Marino (from July issue) UNESCO 
Scott #4039,  April 30, 2012     40th Anniversary, Scott #1864, May 9 2012   

Correction 
Though I looked up the Scott # and issue date for the Swedish stamp on the cover of the July 
issue, I neglected to add it to the text of the article or the description under the stamp.  I did 
not notice the omission until after everything was printed and the pages were being collated.  
If I reprinted the page the issue would have gone out 7 to 10 days later.  I opted to mail it with 
a notation for the next issue.  The Scott # for the stamp is #984 and it was issued by Sweden 
November 11th 1972.  My apologies to all and especially the person who’s birthday is that date 
and collects Slania stamps. 
 

 
Sweden Scott 
#984, Nov 11,1972 
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Archaeology Today 
 
New Insight into Ancient Mesopotamian Trade 
Routes 
A team of social and earth science researchers, led by 
Dr Ellery Frahm, Marie Curie Experienced Research 
Fellow at the University of Sheffield (UK) Department 
of archaeology, have been making some remarkable 
discoveries in war torn Syria. 
     The research has centered around a study of sam-
ples of volcanic glass (commonly known as obsidian). 
By using modern scientific methods, in particular X-
ray analysis, the team has been able to accurately 
identify the point of origin of several artifacts made 
from the obsidian. The level of accuracy has been such 
that the precise location on a specific volcano can be 
determined. The techniques employed also included 
measuring the weak magnetic signals of each piece and 
comparing it to a known and recorded site. 
     Because it is very hard and extremely sharp (when 
fractured) obsidian was widely used in the Middle East 
for stone tools right up to and beyond the discovery 
and use of metals. So finding and tracking the source 
of the raw materials is highly significant when 
mapping the trade and social networking of the time.  
     Dr Ellery Frahm is quoted as saying "This is a rare, 
if not unique, discovery in Northern Mesopotamia that 
enables new insights into changing Bronze age 
economics and geopolitics. We can identify where an 
obsidian artifact originated because each volcanic 
source has a distinctive fingerprint. This is why 
obsidian sourcing is a powerful means of 
reconstructing past trade routes, social boundaries and 
other information that allows us to engage in major 
social science debates". 
     The big fear, however, is the continuing conflict in 
Syria, which threatens the very existence of these 
priceless sites and it is hoped that, by raising the profile 
of the importance of the discoveries, the government of 
Syria might take serious measures to protect them. 
Edited from The Univ. of Sheffield News (Sept 3, 2012) 
 
The Nomadic Horse Worshippers of 
Kazakhstan 
2,500 years ago the Steppes of Kazakhstan were the 
home to nomadic tribes, but one part of nomadic their 
lives were a little more permanent - where they were 
buried. Theses burial mounds, or 'kurgans' were 
anything up to 35 metres in diameter. Because the 
Steppes were subject to permafrost, the kurgans 
perfectly preserved all that was buried within them, 
although this later proved problematic when 
excavating and removing artifacts. Now an exhibition  
 

has been mounted at the Smithsonian in Washington 
DC (USA) to display some of the artifacts, which have 
been uncovered in the past few decades. 
    Because of their nomadic nature the tribes obviously 
revered the horse, which was vital to their lifestyle, and 
in one very interesting find an obviously wealthy and 
important man had been interred with 13 sacrificial 
horses. The horses were decorated in death, as in life, 
as extravagantly as their owner, with golden ornaments 
and expensive textiles. But even with these rich 
pickings very little is still known about their way of 
life and religion. 
    The curator of the exhibition, archaeologist 
Alexander Nagel, is quoted as saying "Scholars are just 
beginning to learn more about the rituals practiced by 
these nomadic tribes. We do know that, later on, 
shamanism was practiced and that it continued into the 
modern 19th. Century". 
    The exhibition runs until 12th.November 2012. 
Edited from Smithsonian.com (August 23, 2012) 
 
China Excavations Show Initial Appearance of 
the Late Paleolithic 
Many behavioral and technological innovations appear 
in the archaeological record of Eurasia between about 
45,000 and 24,000 years ago. This period has been 
termed the 'initial Upper Paleolithic' and is largely 
associated with movements of modern humans into 
that part of the world.  
     Paleolithic cultural development in eastern Asia is 
generally thought significantly different from that of 
the western Old World. In particular, the Chinese 
Paleolithic was dominated by simple core and flake 
tool industries, and Middle Paleolithic technologies 
were absent or appear very late in the record. 
Nevertheless, major technological and cultural changes 
did occur in the northern China about 30,000 to 27,000 
years ago, termed the 'initial Late Paleolithic'.  
     Shuidonggou, a series of localities that date from 
the initial Late Paleolithic to the Neolithic, is presently 
the most important site complex for the initial Late 
Paleolithic in northern China. In a paper published in 
the Journal of Archaeological Science, an international 
research team report findings from a multidisciplinary 
research project at the complex, led by Drs GAO Xin 
and PEI Shuwen of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 
     Since 2002, the program focused on 
geomorphology, excavation, and dating of the 
complex, covering an area of over 50 square 
kilometers. Six new Paleolithic sites were discovered. 
Large-scale excavations were conducted at five of the 
sites, and more than 50,000 Paleolithic stone artifacts 
recovered. The assemblages include blades and micro-
blades,  large  numbers  of  vertebrate  fossils,   some  

(cont’d pg 16)
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Archaeology Today 
China Excavations Show Initial Appearance of 
the Late Paleolithic                (cont’d) 
ostrich eggshell beads, hearths, pigments and bone 
tools.  The data suggests there were two peaks of 
occupation falling around 32,000 to 24,000, and 13,000 
to 11,000 years ago. "The earliest human occupation at 
Shuidonggou is substantially younger than in the initial 
Upper Paleolithic from western Eurasia. Thus, it is 
quite plausible that modern humans migrated into 
northern China from western Eurasia during this time 
period", says PEI Shuwen, first author of the study.  
 "The SDG9 site suggests an abrupt appearance of 
blade technology about 29,000 years ago, likely 
coinciding with the eastward movement of modern 
human populations into the region", said GAO Xin, 
coauthor of the study. 
Edited from PhysOrg (August 20,  2012) 
 
Archeologists Uncover 1600-year-old Mayan  
Temple  
A Temple built 1600 years ago to honour a Mayan 
king by streaming sunlight around his tomb is being 
excavated in the dense forests of Guatemala.  "The sun 
was a key element of Maya rulership," lead archeo-
logist Stephen Houston explained in announcing the 
discovery by the joint Guatemalan and American team 
that has been excavating the El Zotz site since 2006. 
    "It's something that rises every day and penetrates 
into all nooks and crannies, just as royal power 
presumably would," said Houston, a professor at 
Brown University, Rhode Island.  "This building is one 
that celebrates this close linkage between the king and 
this most powerful and dominant of celestial 
presences."  Archeologists say the temple was likely 
built to honour the leader buried under the Diablo 
Pyramid tomb, the governor and founder of the first El 
Zotz dynasty called Pa'Chan, or "fortified sky."  Mayan 
civilisation, which spread through southern Mexico, 
Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, and Belize, was at 
its height between 250 and 900 AD.  Carbon dating 
places construction of the temple at the early part of 
that era, somewhere between 350 and 400 AD, the 
archeologists said. 
    It is ornately decorated with massive stucco masks, 
1.5 meters tall, each depicting the phases of the sun as 
it moves east to west, and a painted stucco frieze that 
the team described as "incredible."  More than half the 
temple is still to be excavated, co-project leader 
Thomas Garrison of the University of Southern 
California told a press conference on Wednesday at 
Guatemala City's National Palace of Culture.  "The 
temple  probably had  14  masks  at  the  height  of  the  

frieze but only eight of them have been documented" 
so far, which is why excavations must continue, added 
University of Austin archeologist Edwin Roman.  
Excavations by the Guatemalan and American team 
began at the El Zotz dig in 2006, but the temple wasn't 
uncovered until three years ago. 
From: AFP   July 20, 2012  
 
Shipwrecked China Worth $43 Million to Be 
Fished From Sea 
At the bottom of the ocean off Indonesia, a cargo of 
blue-and-white Chinese porcelain worth about $43 
million has lain submerged for more than 400 years.  
The 700,000 pieces -- fine bowls, dishes and cups 
made during the reign of the Ming dynasty Emperor 
Wanli -- were on a gigantic wooden junk that sank, 
possibly while en route for what is now Jakarta. 
Stacked 8 meters high in places, they are strewn over 
an area the size of an ice-hockey rink, 60 meters below 
the surface and 150 kilometers from the coast.  
Nikolaus Graf Sandizell, chairman and chief executive 
of the Portugal-based marine-archaeology company 
Arqueonautas Worldwide SA (QOW), plans to retrieve 
them next year, pending clearance by the Indonesian 
government, before they are lost to one of the many 
threats to ocean treasures: dragnet fishing, offshore oil 
exploration, pipeline and cable installation and, above 
all, plunderers.  He is one of the instigators of an 
exhibition at Leuchtenburg, a medieval castle near the 
eastern German city of Jena. It describes the 
shipwrecked treasures and the task that lies ahead in 
retrieving them, an expedition Sandizell estimates will 
cost 5 million euros ($6.3 million) and require the 
construction of a floating platform to avoid frequent 
trips back to land. He hopes the show will help save 
underwater artifacts.  
     “We want to draw attention to the crazy speed at 
which these treasures are vanishing,” he said over 
Indonesian soup and chicken satay, served in a grand 
hall of Leuchtenburg castle with views of the vast 
Thuringian Forest in the distance. “In 10 years it will 
be too late.”   Two delicate bowls from the same era as 
the Chinese wreck, one decorated with peonies, the 
other with a rock garden, are displayed in glass 
vitrines. About a third of the underwater pieces are 
intact, said Sandizell, who is 53. Only gold and 
porcelain can survive centuries in salt water unscathed, 
he said. The wreck was discovered in 2008, and 38,000 
pieces of porcelain were recovered during an initial  
operation in 2010.  Chinese merchant ships were 
plying the seas with cargoes of silk and porcelain 200 
years before the Portuguese led Europe into an era of 
flourishing maritime trade.  

(cont’d  pg 17)
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Archaeology Today 
Shipwrecked China Worth $43 Million to Be 
Fished From Sea     (cont’d) 
    The nine-masted junks were several times bigger than 
European ships -- the supertankers of their time, still the 
biggest wooden ships ever built.  UNESCO, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation, estimates that there are 3 million wrecks at the 
bottom of the world’s oceans, of which as many as 
50,000 contain valuable treasures and some are 
thousands of years old. “A shipwreck is a time capsule, 
a window onto history and can be a way of recovering 
history that has been lost.  The history that is brought to 
light should be accessible to everyone.”  
    In 2001, a UNESCO convention stipulated that 
protection “in situ” is the preferred means of preserving 
shipwrecks, meaning the creation of underwater 
museums, rather than bringing objects to the surface 
and to museums on land.  Yet Sandizell says it is 
sometimes impossible to protect shipwrecks in situ, 
which requires water police to prevent looting. The 
Leuchtenburg exhibition shows some Chinese coins 
retrieved from the ocean -- probably by fishermen -- 
bundled on a string and sold to tourists. Where they 
were found and the history of the shipwreck can no 
longer be traced.  “We want UNESCO to jump over its 
own shadow and get proactive in protecting 
shipwrecks,” Sandizell said.  Arqueonautas focuses on 
the coasts of countries such as Mozambique and 
Indonesia, which lack the means to protect shipwrecks 
on site. Sandizell’s company raises some funding for 
expeditions through royalties on its clothing brand, 
owned by the Hamburg-based Otto Group. He favors a 
financing model for recovery missions that entails 
selling some of the numerous reclaimed artifacts that 
are of the same design.  
   The company and its partners are awaiting a green 
light from the Indonesian government, the legal owner 
of the wreck, to begin the Chinese porcelain expedition 
next year. “The Wanli wreck is in serious danger from 
pillagers, who risk destroying it entirely,” Sandizell 
said. “Due to earlier operations on the wreck site, the 
exact location is no longer a secret. Rescue recovery is 
the only option left.  The enormous number of artifacts 
expected on this wreck and the steep investment 
required mean heritage and commercial aspects must be 
carefully weighed.”  
By Catherine Hickley, Bloomberg News - May 29, 2012   
 
Extraordinary Human Sculpture Unearthed in 
Turkey 
A beautiful and colossal human sculpture is one of the 
latest cultural treasures unearthed by an international 
team at the Tayinat Archaeological Project (TAP)  
 
Page  # 17 

excavation site in southeastern Turkey. A large semi-
circular column base, ornately decorated on one side, 
was also discovered. Both pieces are from a monu-
mental gate complex that provided access to the upper 
citadel of Kunulua, capital of the Neo-Hittite Kingdom 
of Patina (ca.1000-738BCE). 
  "These newly discovered Tayinat sculptures are the 
product of a vibrant local Neo-Hittite sculptural 
tradition," said Professor Tim Harrison, the Tayinat 
Project director. "They provide a vivid glimpse into the 
innovative character and sophistication of the Iron Age 
cultures that emerged in the eastern Mediterranean 
following the collapse of the great imperial powers of 
the BronzeAge the end of the second millennium BCE." 
     The head and torso of the human figure, intact to just 
above its waist, stands approximately 1.5 metres in 
height, suggesting a total body length of 3.5 to 4 metres. 
The figure's face is bearded, with beautifully preserved 
inlaid eyes made of white and black stone, and its hair 
has been coiffed in an elaborate series of curls aligned 
in linear rows. Both arms are extended forward from the 
elbow, each with two arm bracelets decorated with lion 
heads. The figure's right hand holds a spear, and in its 
left is a shaft of wheat. A crescent-shaped pectoral 
adorns its chest. A lengthy Hieroglyphic Luwian 
inscription, carved in raised relief across its back, 
records the campaigns and accomplishments of 
Suppiluliuma, likely the same Patinean king who faced 
a Neo-Assyrian onslaught of Shalmaneser III as part of 
a Syrian-Hittite coalition in 858BCE. 
     The second sculpture is a large semi-circular column 
base, approximately one metre in height and 90 
centimetres in diameter, lying on its side next to the 
human figure. A winged bull is carved on the front of 
the column, which is flanked by a sphinx on its left. The 
right side of the column is flat and undecorated, an 
indication that it originally stood against a wall. "The 
two pieces appear to have been ritually buried in the 
paved stone surface of the central passageway through 
the Tayinat gate complex," said Harrison. The complex 
would have provided a monumental ceremonial 
approach to the upper citadel of the royal city. 
     The presence of colossal human statues, often astride 
lions or sphinxes, in the citadel gateways of the Neo-
Hittite royal cities of Iron Age Syro-Anatolia continued 
a Bronze Age Hittite tradition that accentuated their 
symbolic role as boundary zones, and the role of the 
king as the divinely appointed guardian or gate keeper 
of the community. By the ninth and eighth centuries 
BCE, these elaborately decorated gateways, with their 
ornately carved reliefs, had come to serve as dynastic 
parades, legitimizing the power of the ruling elite. The 
gate reliefs also formed linear narratives, guiding their 
audiences  between  the  human  and   divine   realms, 
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Archaeology Today 
 
Extraordinary Human Sculpture Unearthed in Turkey   (cont’d) 
with the king serving as the link between the two worlds     The Tayinat gate complex appears to have been 
destroyed following the Assyrian conquest of the region in 738 BCE, when the area was paved over and converted 
into the central courtyard of an Assyrian sacred precinct. 
Edited from EurekAlert! July 30, 2012) 
 
Sitting Sown All Day Might Not Make You Fat! 
A surprising new study into a comparison of the metabolic rates of modern humans and ancient hunter gatherers 
has recently been published in the July Edition of PLoS ONE (Public Library of Science). The 'ancient' hunter 
gatherers used for the comparison were members of the Hadza tribe from northern Tanzania, who's lifestyle is 
widely accepted to be as close to the true ancient hunter gatherers as possible. 
     The team of researchers comprised Herman Pontzer (of Hunter College, New York City, USA), assisted by 
David Raichlen, University of Arizona and Brian M Wood of Stanford University. They compared the daily 
expenditure of energy (calories) of both the groups, taking into account body weight, body fat percentage, age and 
gender. The surprise result was that there was virtually no difference in the metabolic rate of the hunter gatherers 
and the average member of modern day Western civilisation. So maybe a sedentary lifestyle does not automatically 
lead to obesity? Herman Pontzer puts it quite succinctly "These results highlight the complexity of energy 
expenditure. It's not simply a function of physical activity. Our metabolic rates may be more a reflection of our 
shared evolutionary past than our diverse modern lifestyles". 
Edited from Popular Archaeology (25 July 2012) 
  
From the Web Site: 

 
Have you visited out website recently?   
A membership application is available for printing, so is a flyer advertising our club.  They print easily for those of 
you attending stamp shows around the country to leave at the literature table. 
 
 
Table of Contents 
Lands of the White Elephant – Thai 
Language & Associates By Gerald J. 
Gallagher   pgs 1, 3-6 
Merle’s Musings  pg 6 
Libya  Shelters Some of the Best Roman 
Ruins By Caroline Scannell   pgs 6 - 9 
New Digs  pgs 10-14 
Archaeology Today pgs 15 16 17 18 
 

Renewal Notice for 2013 is enclosed with this issue.  Please vote 
for your favorite article because that is the basis for choosing the 
next year’s items for publication.  
    Last year’s vote was overwhelmingly for inclusion of  
MesoAmerican Archaeology in the journal.  I would appreciate 
articles on this area or something about your favorite stamp and 
what it depicts.   About one third of the membership collects 
MesoAmerican as well as Old World Archaeology.  Some years 
ago (1990s) there was an attempt to merge the two groups, which 
failed.   If we publish anything on the Americas it would mean we 
would have to add 2 pages to each issue.  At this time we are able 
to do this without any dues increase. 

Do You Exhibit Archaeology? 
If you have an exhibit that contains at least 25% archaeology or archaeological subjects, The Old World 
Archaeology Study Unit gives a special prize at the National Topical Stamp Show for Silver or above.  In 2013 the 
NTSS will be held in Rochester, NY, May 17-19th.  We are presenting a Museum quality book about Paleolithic 
cave paintings.  
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