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Along the Silk Road in China Mogao Caves of Dunhuang 
By Caroline Scannell 
 

 
St. Vincent & the Grenadines, March 24, 1997, Scott #2401. 
50th anniversary of UNESCO. Oasis of Dunhuang. The sheet is  
erroneously inscribed "Dunbuang" instead of "Dunhuang".  
 

 
The Silk Road is actually a 19th Century term 
for a series of roads stretching from China to 
Mediterranean Europe.  Originally believed 
to have been started c200BC, it is now 
known that travel and trade took place many 
centuries before.  Each trader traveled a part 
of the road, none journeyed the entire route.  
The Silk Road followed the Great Wall to 
Jiayuguan, where the caravans departed with 
camels laden with silks and other goods 
headed west.  The southern route was the 
more favored.   

 
Trade goods were not the only things traveling the Silk Road, people, ideas, and religion traveled along with the 
traders and merchants.  By AD 600 (Tang Dynasty) Chang’an was the most populous, cosmopolitan city in the 
world with around one million inhabitants.   Among the dominant figures under the early Tang were Soghdian 
merchants from the region of Central Asia, which encompasses today’s Samarkand. 
 
Chinese Wall Paintings  Cave Paintings at Dunhuang, Gansu Province, first series of Glorious Mother Country, 
issued July 1, 1952, Scott # 151-154. 

    
        #151; Hunting Scene, from   #152; Lady with Attendants,   #153  Gandhorvas (mythology)  #154 Dragon 
        Wei Dynasty 386-580           Sui Dynasty 581-617               Tang Dynasty 618-906             Tang Dynasty, 618-906 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
 
Another issue already!   
 
This issue contains the ballot for your vote, your renewal 
notice, the annual Contents page, so it should keep you busy 
for a while. 
 
The archaeologists are taking over the world!  At NTSS there 
were never less than 2, and sometimes 4 or 5 OWASU 
members in that room at the same time!  OWASU finally 
passed the 38 member mark and reached 42 last June.  That at 
least is turning around.  There were 47 when I took over the 
journal.  We even have one from Canada again!  Our new 
members are in their 20s and early 30s so it’s bringing the 
average age down a bit.  We did get a new member in his 50s 
but since OWASU members tend to live to be 95 I really 
shouldn’t worry. 
 
I’ve had one major change in my life lately, the office I am 
employed at has moved!  My commute to work is now one 
hour instead of two.  Cuts into my reading time badly. 
 
Upon looking through the article on the Dunhuang Caves, I 
visited the American Museum of Natural History several 
months ago to see their wonderful exhibit and display of the 
Silk Road from Chang’an to Iran.  Why I say exhibit and 
display is they had some real live silk worms there eating their 
way through mulberry leaves.  While there I purchased the 
DVD mentioned in the article.  Travel along the Road has not 
eased any with modern times, mostly due to politics. 
 
I am severely short of manuscripts for publication at this time.  
I usually receive one from one of our teacher members, but 
not this year.  This is the first issue since I started editing this 
journal that both articles are written by me.  Articles can be 
one to three pages of text which extends to two to five pages 
with illustrations.  Anything archaeological that has appeared 
on a stamp is acceptable.  Artifacts on stamps can be used as 
illustrations.  Writers Guidelines can be emailed or snail 
mailed if you need more details or requirements.   
 
Every year I ask you (the members) what your interests are as 
well as which stories you particularly liked.  This gives me an 
idea what I should pursue by way of articles.  I can put 
something together on anything but need a little help.  Give 
me some Scott numbers of stamps that can illustrate the topic 
so I know where to begin. 
 
Another thing; enclosed is your ballot, please vote. 
 

Caroline 
  

 
 



Along the Silk Road in China Mogao Caves of Dunhuang 
By Caroline Scannell                                  (cont’d from pg 1) 
 
Third series of Glorious Mother Country, issued September 1, 1953, Scott # 190-192.                    

          
  #190; Groom with Horse,           #191; Court Players,       #192; Battle Scene,           #193; Osdrawn Palanquin, 
  Wei Dynasty, 386-580           Wei Dynasty, 286-580     Sui Dynasty, 581-617           Tang Dynasty, 618-906 
 
Today Dunhuang is best knows for it’s great Buddhist art; frescoes, ritual objects and documents dating from the 4th 
to the 12th century.  These may be the best-preserved examples of Buddhist frescoes to be found in China.  After 
being sealed for nearly 800 years, the artifacts were first discovered by a Taoist monk names Wang Yuanlu, who 
showed them to archaeologist Aurel Stein, who in 1907 announced he had discovered a Buddhist cave complex 
outside the town of Dunhuang (in Gansu province).  The cave storeroom, sealed in the 12th Century, contained more 
than 40,000 documents of which he removed as many as he could.  Other archaeologists followed, removing more 
documents and paintings.  
 
Dunhuang Cave Murals; First Series, from the Northern Wei Dynasty, issued May 20, 1987; Scott #2091-2095 

       
  #2091;Worshipping Bodhisattva,  #2092; Deer and King Jataka,   #2093; Heavenly Musicians,    #2094; Flying Devata, 
  Northern Liang Dynasty,           Northern Wei Dynasty,             Northern Wei Dynasty,             Northern Wei Dynasty, 
 
China has issued many stamps illustrating the art of these caves with the earliest issues depicting the illustrations of 
daily life and the later issues encompassing the great Buddhist art. 
 
Souvenir Sheet from set; 

 
Mahasatica Jataka, Scott #2095 
 

The Dunhuang Caves, located just 25 km from the 
oasis town of Dunhuang, were inscribed as a 
UNESCO World Heritage site in 1987.  They are 
situated at a strategic point along the Silk Road, at the 
crossroads of trade as well as religious, cultural and 
intellectual influences; the caves encompass 492 
grottoes with more than 45,000 square yards of 
murals, 2,400 painted statues and 250 cave 
sanctuaries. This honeycomb of caves was 
constructed from the 4th to the 14th centuries, 
contains Buddhist art and the world's richest treasure 
house of Buddhist sutras, murals and sculptures.  It is 
believed that much of the work in these caves was 
done by an artist named Dong Baode. 
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Along the Silk Road in China Mogao Caves of Dunhuang 
By Caroline Scannell                                  (cont’d from pg 3) 
Dunhuang is an oasis irrigated by the Tang River and began to serve as an important way station on the main trade 
route between China and Central Asia since the first century BC when Emporor Han Wu-ti started to expand the 
empire westwards.  As a crossroads, many races lived together. Chinese (in the ethnic sense), Mongols, Uighurs, 
Tibetans, Hsia, and others resided here.  
 
Dunhuang Cave Murals, Second Series; Issued May 25, 1988, Scott # 2149-2152. 

             
#2149, Hunting                          #2150, Fighting                        #2151,  Farming                          #2152; Building Pagoda 
Western Wei Dynasty               Western Wei Dynasty               Northern Zhou Dynasty              Northern Zhou Dynasty 
 
Dunhuang Cave Murals, Third Series; Issued July 10, 1990, Scott # 2283-2286. 

       
#2283; Flying Devatas            #2284; Worshipping      #2285 Saviour                #2286 Indra 
all are from the Sui Dynasty     Bodhisattva   Avalokitesvara 

 
Dunhuang Cave Murals, Fourth Series; Issued September 16, 1992, Scott # 2407-2411. 

       
#2407; Bodhisattva        #2408; Musical Performance    

  
#2409; Flight of a Dragon       #2410; Envoy to the Western Regions 
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#2411; Avalokitesvara-              #2708; Thousand Arm 
Bodhisattva                                Avalokitesvara. 

This souvenir sheet is from the              
sixth series.  Other stamps in 
set are on the next page. 
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Along the Silk Road in China Mogao Caves of Dunhuang 
By Caroline Scannell                                  (cont’d from pg 4) 
 
Dunhuang Cave Murals, Fifth Series; Issued July 16, 1994, Scott # 2505-2508. 

          
#2505; Flying Devata        #2506; Vimalakirti on dais       #2507; Zhang Yichao’s army     #2508; Sorceresses 
abovel murals are from Tang Dynasty 
 
Dunhuang Cave Murals, Sixth Series; Issued August 15, 1996, Scott # 2704-2708. 

    
       #2704; Mount Wutai      #2705; King of Khotan       #2706; Savior Avalokitesvara        #2707; Worshipping  
                                                                                                                                                   Bodhisattavas 
 
Today the caves have been preserved as a research site and tourist attraction, and Dunhuang is a standard stop for 
both domestic and international tourists tracing the ancient Silk Road. In 1987 a Sino-Japanese joint production of a 
commercial feature film entitled The Silk Road resulted in the construction of a complete replica of a Song dynasty 
(960-1279) town just outside of Dunhuang. This movie set has become a tourist attraction. Tourists are also 
attracted to Dunhuang’s spectacular sand dunes. Dunhuang was first mentioned in Chinese texts during the Han 
dynasty (206 BC- AD 220).  
 
Eds. Note.  For more on this region, see page 7 of this journal for a new stamp issued by the Peoples Republic of 
China.  Also look for more on the Silk Road in future issues. 
 
Merle’s Musings 
 
When I recently updated my Mosaics on Stamps checklist, I noticed that a lot of modern Items had appeared.  How 
do you treat your specialty collections?  Do you rule out all modern material to keep an archaeology theme, or do 
you make your topic all inclusive, regardless of era, or do you keep all items for completeness, but separate the 
modern from the old? 
  
I welcome your thoughts, as the decision applies to more than one topical collection. 
  
I hope that the fall stamp show season enables you to obtain some goodies to keep you busy during the dregs of 
winter. The next issue of OWA will not appear until after the Holidays, so we wish you all a Happy Holiday 
Season. 
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Masada 
By Caroline Scannell 
Masada is a rugged natural fortress built atop a hill in the Judaean Desert overlooking the Dead Sea.  A symbol of 
the ancient kingdom of Israel, its violent destruction and the last stand of Jewish patriots in the face of the Roman 
army in 73 AD was recorded by historian Flavius Josephus in his History of the Jewish War.   
 

 
Israel, Scott #272, Feb 3, 1965 
 

Masada was inscribed to the UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites list in 2001.   Originally built as a 
palace complex in the classic style of the early 
Roman Empire by Herod the Great, King of 
Judaea (37BC – 4AD), it consisted of a 
permanent military garrison with cisterns to hold 
water.  The palace was built on 3 terraces 
connected by steps cut into the rock with 
porticoed courtyards, floors decorated with 
geometric mosaics and frescoed walls.   
 
Next to the palace are storerooms and next to 
those are a synagogue and baths.  The most 
elaborate room in the baths is the caldarium, 
with terracotta apertures that allowed hot air to 
enter from a furnace beneath.  The west palace, 
covering 5,000 sq yards was used as an 
administrative center.   
 

 
   Israel, Scott #1690, Mosaic Floor,           
.  Masada, June 20, 2007, World           
.  Heritage Sites series.

After Herod's death, Masada was occupied by a Roman garrison until the Zealots lead by Eleazar ben Yair captured 
it in AD 68.  
 

  
Israel, Scott #273 & 274, issued Feb 3, 1965.  
 

When Jerusalem was taken by the Romans in 70, the last 
remaining rebels, about 1000 men, women, and children, 
withdrew to the remote hill top. Under their leader, 
Eleazar ben Yair, they withstood a 2-year siege by the 
Roman Tenth Legion.  All but seven killed themselves 
rather than surrender when the besiegers finally captured 
the fortress in 73.  
 
The tragic events during the last days of the Jewish 
refugees who occupied the fortress and palace of Masada 
make it a symbol both of Jewish cultural identity and, 
more universally, of the continuing human struggle 
between oppression and liberty. 
 
When the Romans finally entered the fort they found 960 
bodies and huge quantities of burned household goods.   
 
   

Though identified in the 19th Century, excavation began by the Israeli archaeologist Yigael Yadin only in 1963. 
UNESCO has stated in its justification for inscription that Masada is a symbol of the ancient Jewish kingdom of 
Israel, of its violent destruction in the later 1st Century AD, and of the subsequent Diaspora.  
 
In addition to the ruins of the buildings, many coins and skeletons (probably of the Zealots) have been found.   
 
Today the camps, fortifications and attack ramp that encircle the monument make up the most complete Roman 
siege works surviving to the present day.  Masada is a popular tourist attraction as well as an Israeli national shrine.   
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New Digs 

 
Peoples Republic of China - Ancient City of Loulan  
 

One of the great mysteries in Chinese 
history is the disappearance of the ancient 
city of Loulan. The city was located about 
300 km (186.4 miles) northeast of 
Ruoqiang County, Xinjiang Uygur 
Autonomous Region and adjacent to 
another early city, Dunhuang in Gansu 
Province. Like Pompeii in ancient Rome; 
which drowned in a sea of volcanic ash, 
Loulan fell victim to an incredible natural 

disaster that transformed the once beautiful city into a barren and perilous desert landscape. This inexplicable event 
has whetted the curiosity of archaeologists and other scientists over the years.  
   Loulan was established as a kingdom in 176 BC and flourished for over 800 years. The city had a population of 
over 14,000 including an estimated 3,000 soldiers guarding the safety of the kingdom. Many residents made a 
living fishing and hunting. As one of the major stops on the old Silk Road, Loulan was a center for the trading of 
silks, teas, fruit and jewels with the inland.  Merchants also used Loulan as a stopover in their travels. In short, the 
kingdom was booming economically while serving as a peaceful and paradisiacal environment for its citizens and 
visitors.  
   Roughly around the year 630, Loulan suffered a natural disaster of epic proportions. Due to deforestation, raging 
sandstorms covered the region, rerouting the waterways and literally transforming the city into a desert wasteland. 
To this day, the terrain is barely navigable and there are severe weather fluctuations. In the summer the temperature 
has been known to shift from below 0 degrees C to over 30 degrees C from the night to the daytime. The region is 
extremely arid and continues to be subjected to frequent wind and sand storms. Conditions are so harsh that the area 
has become known as the 'Death Sea.' 
   Only in recent years have archaeologists ventured into Loulan. Because of the dangerous environment, some 
actually have lost their lives. However, those that were able to conduct a successful dig found priceless treasures. 
The store of cultural relics included stone and jade tools and stone arrowheads dating back to the Neolithic Age 
(10,000 BC-5,000 BC). They also found manuscripts from the Han Dynasty (206 BC-220 AD) as well as silk, 
pottery, bronzeware, glassware, and ancient currency. So rich were these troves that researchers from around the 
world have dubbed this area 'Treasure Land of the Desert' and 'Museum Left by History.'  Perhaps the most famous 
discovery at the Loulan site is the Sanjian Fang, a three-room building said to be the yamen of the area's governor, 
and a pagoda with 10.4 m. (34.12 feet) high, the tallest building in the city. 
   They also found a 3,800-year-old female mummy (circa 1600 BCE) female mummy, the  'Loulan Beauty', in the 
Loulan ancient tomb ditch. The sere corpse is still preserved well after over three thousand years.  The first of a 
series of mummies now known as the Tarim mummies.  It was discovered in Loulan in 1980, and indicates very 
early settlement of the region.  Loulan was on the main route from Dunhuang to Korla, where it joined the so-called 
"northern route", and was also connected by a route southwest to the kingdom’s seat of government in the town of 
Wuni in the Charkhlik/ Ruoqiang oasis, and from thence to Khotan and Yarkand. 
   Loulan was rediscovered by Sven Hedin in 1899, who excavated some houses and found a wooden Kharosthi 
tablet and many Chinese manuscripts from the Later Han Dynasty (third century CE). 
(The above is from www.chinatravelguide.com and Wikipedia)  
 
Afghanistan Update 
 

 
 

Eds.Note::  The stamps issued by Afghanistan in 2002, 2003 and 2004 are only now making 
their way to the philatelic market.  Available from Herricks Stamp Company in Long Island – 
301 Mill Rd., Hewlett, NY 11557 – Phone 516-569-3959, Fax 516-569-7093; the following 
turned up in a recent New Issue List as “new to market”: 
Scott #1386 - 2002 Destruction of Buddha Statue (shown at left)   ;    Scott #1384 - 2002 
Ahmad Shah Masoud    ;   Scott #1385 - 2002 National Understanding (Dove)   ;   Scott #1391 - 
2003 Birthday of Mohammed  ;  Scott #1414 - 2003 International Literacy Day  ;  Scott #1416 - 
2003 Revelation of the Koran  
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New Digs 
 

 
Bosnia & Herzegovina,Croat Admin,  
Ravlica Cave Issued May 12, 2010  
 

The Ravlica cave in the Pec Mlini, at the source of the river Tihaljina 
near Drinovci, (western Herzegovina) is one of the most important 
prehistoric sites in Bosnia and Herzegovina. By excavations, which were 
conducted from 1977–1979 at that site, and again from 2008–2009, it 
was determined that the cave served as a living space for a large number 
of prehistoric communities from the early Neolithic until the middle 
Bronze Age or during the entire time span from around 5700. BC until 
around 1500. BC.  All cultures that are represented in layers of Ravlica 
cave are expression of autochthon cultural development of communities 
that lived, from Neolithic until middle Bronze Age, at the wider eastern 
Adriatic coast and its hinterland.  (from www.philatelynews.com) 

 
 
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Serb Admin. Cultural 
Heritage  Issued 2010, no information known as of 
publication time/date. 
 

 
 

   
Egypt;  Sound & Light        Egypt, Luxor Governate    Egypt, High Dam Anniversary, Issued  2010 
Edfu Temple, Issued       Issued late 2009, date unknown 

   
. 

Ethiopia, Addis Ababa 
Monuments, issued 
September 17, 2009 
Bombay list March 31st 
 

 
France,  Roman Art Self-Adhesive Booklet of 12 Different Issued June 21, 2010, no larger illustrations are 
available – the cover to the booklet appears on the following page. 
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New Digs   (continued from page 8) 
 

 

 
 
France,  Roman Art Self-Adhesive Booklet of 12 Different 
Issued June 21, 2010, stamps shown on pg 7 

 

       
View of the Parthenon         Marble Dog         View of the Museum entrance   Parthenon Frieze 
Greece,  New Acropolis Museum Souvenir Sheet and stamps shown individually.  

     

 
 
 
Greece,  New Acropolis Museum 
Souvenir Sheet (P/5 @ Face) (1) MINT 
GREC2364 Peplos Kore 

 

 
Greece,  The Battle of Marathon  2500 Years  
Anniversary, Issued September 2010 

 
     The battle of Marathon is one of history's most famous 
military engagements. It is also one of the earliest recorded 
battles. Their victory over the Persian invaders gave the 
fledgling Greek city states confidence in their ability to defend 
themselves and belief in their continued existence. The battle is 
therefore considered a defining moment in the development of 
European culture.  
     In September of 490 BC a Persian armada of 600 ships 
disgorged an invasion force of approximately 20,000 infantry 
and cavalry on Greek soil just north of Athens. Their mission 
was to crush the Greek states in retaliation for their support of 
their Ionian cousins who had revolted against Persian rule. 
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New Digs   (continued from page 9) 
 

 
Japan, 1300th Anniversary of Nara 
Sheetlet of 10 different stamps. 
Issued 2010. 

 

 
Jersey, La Cotte de St. Brelade Artifacts and 
Prehistoric Animals, Issued October 12, 2010 
 
The Channel island of Jersey issued a set of five 
stamps to begin a new stamp series called Jersey 
Archaeology.  Each of the five values measures 40 x 
30 mm in size, and was issued in sheets of 10 stamps. 

 
 
Laos:  The temple grounds of Wat Simuang, located near 
the eastern entrance to the city center, on the road leading from 
the Friendship Bridge to Thailand, the small temple was built on 
the ruins of a Khmer Hindu shrine, the remains of which can be 
seen behind the ordination hall.  A statue of King Sisavang Vong 
stands in front of Wat Simuang. 

 
Laos, Wat Simuong, Issued 2010 
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New Digs   (continued from page 10) 
 

 
Mauritius; Al Idrissi,  
Cartographer, 2010? 

 
It was thanks to the work of another Arab Geographer, al Idrissi (1100-1166) that world 
geography knew major developments.  Al Idrissi incorporated the knowledge of Africa, 
the Indian Ocean and the Far East gathered by Arab merchants and explorers with 
information inherited from the classical geographers to create the most accurate world 
map in pre-modern time.  He was the first to draw a scientifically based world map in 
1154, known as Tabula Rogeriana for the Norman King Roger II of Sicily.  He spent 
eighteen years at the court of King Roger, working on commentaries and illustrations of 
the map.  This is practically a geographical encyclopedia of the time, containing 
information not only on Asia and Africa but also Western countries.  

 
 

    
Portugal, History of the Jews in Portugal, Set of 3 plus Souvenir Sheet with 1 stamp, Issued July 5, 2010
 

  
Portugal Souvenir Sheet July 5, 2010    
 

 
Spain, stamp in shape of a banner and gold embossed 
lion on souvenir sheet of one stamp for 1100 Years 
Kingdom of Leon (Map)  Issued 2010 after May. 

 
Sudan, Merowe Dam, issue date 2009-2010 
This stamp may fit into exhibits and collections of Abu Simbel and Faras of that era as this dam floods 
some archaeological sites in Sudan. 
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New Digs   (continued from page 11) 

   
Swaziland Sc.#778-81 Issued 2008   Tunisia, Monuments of the Medina, issued 2010 
Tourism-one is rock art at Nsangwini Rock. 
 

   
Turkey, Istanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture 2 different sheetlets of 8 Different Scenic Views, portrays some 
Byzantine sites. 
 

   
 

United Arab 
Republic, Discovery 
of Umm An Nar 
Culture, 50th 
Anniversary,  
Scott #968-70,  
issued June 28, 2009. 

United Arab Emirates and Northern Oman. The etymology derives from the island of the same name which lies 
adjacent to Abu Dhabi. One element of the Umm an-Nar culture is circular tombs typically characterized by well 
fitted stones in the outer wall and multiple human remains within.  
 

New Digs Updates 

 
Albania from April 2010 issue 
Scott #2885a&b, issued Dec 16, 2009 

 
Uzbekistan s/s Tashkent 2200th Anniversary 
Scott #579, issued Aug 17, 2009 
 
Turkey – Items of the Phrygians 
Scott # 3181-4, issued June 25, 1009 
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More New Digs   (continued from page 11) 
 

 

 
 
. 
The fortress of Kuelap (or Cuélap), associated with the Chachapoyas 
culture, consists of massive exterior stone walls containing more than 
four hundred buildings. The structure, situated on a ridge overlooking the 
Utcubamba Valley in northern Peru, is roughly 600 meters in length and 
110 meters in width. It could have been built to defend against the Huari 
or other hostile peoples however evidence of these hostile groups at the 
site is minimal. Radiocarbon dating samples show that the structures 
construction started in the 6th century AD and occupied until the Early 
Colonial period (1532-1570), however through the pre-Columbian, 
conquest and colonial periods we have only the four brief references to 
Kuelap. In lieu of newly discovered documents, there exists no other 
testimony concerning the site until 1843. 

Peru, Kuelap Ruins Souvenir Sheet  
Issued 2010, for our “New World” 
 
Archaeology Today 
 
Tyrannosaurus Rex Munched on its Own Kind 
Add cannibalism to the fearsome attributes of 
Tyrannosaurus rex, the big-headed dinosaur that roamed 
North America 66 million years ago and took no 
prisoners. 
    A study released on the scientific website PLoS ONE 
suggests T. rex made the tooth marks on four specimens 
of Tyrannosaurus rex.  "If something is dead, it's 
lunch," said study co-author Gregory M. Erickson of 
Florida State University.  Erickson and three other 
researchers studied the four T. rex remains and those of 
13 herbivores, all found in museum collections.  Neither 
Erickson, nor Nicholas R. Longrich, who led the team, 
know for sure whether the predator killed its brethren in 
combat and then ate, or whether they were scavenging, 
a popular activity of animals then and now. The latter 
seems the more likely scenario. 
    T. rex, known for "puncture and pull" feeding, left 
discernible marks in the bones of its prey. And, 
researchers said, no other carnivore living at that time 
could have left such bite marks in skeletons. They also 
determined the pattern and nature of the gouges left 
from bite marks indicated the attacker was likely 
feeding on a carcass.  Erickson said the finding adds 
another piece to the mysterious life of T. rex and said he 
hopes it will spur more research on the habits and 
behaviors of the beast. 
    "Piece by piece we can put it together," said 
Longrich, a Yale University paleontologist whose 
current research includes an ancestor of the three-
horned Triceratops.  The study also points out that  
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cannibalism is common in nature, especially among 
larger species such as bears, Komodo dragons and 
hyenas.  Immortalized in the popular culture and the 
movie "Jurassic Park," Tyrannosaurus rex is the poster 
child of prehistoric creatures.  The discovery of T. rex 
fossils has increased steadily in the past 10 years, 
Erickson said. 
Phil Gast, CNN October 17, 2010  
 
Archaeologists Find Mini-Pompeii Buried in 
Norway 
The ancient Roman city, which was covered in ash after 
the sudden eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD 79, now 
has competition from a buried town that has been 
unearthed in Norway.  Archaeologists discovered the 
mini-Pompeii while digging in the headland formed by 
the Topdalselva River and the North Sea near southern 
Norway.   Under three feet of sand, they found a 
settlement that has been undisturbed for 5,500 years.  
    "This is an archaeological sensation," said Håkon 
Glørstad, a spokesman for the dig.  So far, they've 
determined that the settlement contains stone structures, 
and found pottery and arrowheads preserved by the 
sand.  "We expected to find an 'ordinary' Scandinavian 
Stone Age site, badly preserved and small. Instead, we 
discovered a unique site, buried under a thick sand 
layer," lead archaeologist Lars Sundström, of the 
University of Oslo, told Discovery News. 
    Signs indicate that the settlement wasn't simply 
deserted over time. Instead, a sudden event caused it to 
be encased in sand, leaving it hidden for centuries. 
"Most probably the site was suddenly flooded, and  
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Archaeology Today    (cont’d from pg 13) 
Archaeologists Find Mini-Pompeii 
covered with sand by the nearby river," Sundström said. 
The Norwegian settlement was likely built by people of 
the Funnel Beaker Culture, a late Neolithic culture that 
thrived in northern Europe and Scandinavia between 
4000 BC and 2400 BC. 
    So far, the archaeologists have excavated more than 
300 square yards, though it appears the settlement 
extends much further.  The eruption of Vesuvius froze 
the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum for more than a 
thousand years. Buried in ash, they were nothing more 
than a vague legend until the 18th century, when an 
Italian peasant stumbled upon Herculaneum while 
digging a well. 
Oct. 9, 2010 AOL Inc. All Rights Reserved. Hugh Collins 
Contributor 
 
Mass Dismissal at Çatalhöyük Dig 
Researchers finishing the dig season at Turkey's 
Çatalhöyük, a 9500-year-old site famed for its art and 
symbolism at the dawn of agriculture got a big shock 
last week. Stanford University archaeologist Ian 
Hodder, who has directed excavations since 1993, told 
the heads of the dig's specialty labs that they would be 
asked to step down beginning in 2012, when publication 
of current work will be completed. "It's the night of the 
long knives," says one long-time team member, who 
asked not to be identified. 
     Such a mass dismissal is highly unusual at long-
running archaeological excavations. But in a 29 August 
email to the team explaining his decision, Hodder 
stressed that he was not dissatisfied with anyone's work. 
Rather, the e-mail said, the project "needs new energy-
that is, new questions, new theoretical perspectives, ... 
new methods." 
     Many team members, some of whom have been 
working with the project since the mid-1990s, are 
stunned and confused. So far, however, they have 
declined to comment publicly as they must work with 
Hodder for at least another year. The decision affects 
the leaders of most of the big labs at the privately 
funded dig, such as ceramics, stone tools, 
archaeobotany, animal remains, and human remains. 
Field excavators, who actually dig up the artifacts for 
the specialists to study, are not affected. 
     Hodder says he plans to recruit new lab leaders for 
the next phase of excavations, planned for 2012-18, 
although he has not yet spelled out what new questions 
he intends to pursue. 
Science Magazine (September 3, 2010) 
 

Nebra Sky Disk Discarded Because of Volcanic 
Ash? 
One of the most spectacular archaeological finds in 
recent years is the discovery of the Nebra sky disk. The 
disk was buried about 3,600 years ago after a 
catastrophic volcanic eruption spewed huge clouds of 
ash into the sky, according to scientists at Mainz and 
Halle-Wittenberg universities in Germany. 
     The 3,600-year-old Nebra sky disk, discovered in 
1999 near the town of Nebra in the eastern German 
state of Saxony-Anhalt, is the oldest known 
representation of the night sky. It is thought by some to 
have been used as an astronomical clock to determine 
when to add a thirteenth month to synchronize the lunar 
calendar with the solar year.   Scientists said the disk 
became worthless after the eruption on the 
Mediterranean island of Thera, located north of Crete 
and also known as Santorini, which ejected ash that 
obscured the sky all the way to Central Europe for up to 
25 years. There were cool, wet summers with 
devastating crop failures and exceptionally cold winters. 
The changes were inexplicable to people of the Bronze 
Age, who were followers of a sun cult at that time. 
Their faith in their gods was shaken remarked, they 
called the priests and (the priests') rituals into question. 
     Scientists said the 32cm-diameter bronze disk, 
decorated with gold-leaf appliqués representing the sun, 
moon and stars, was desecrated and buried on sacred 
Mittelberg Hill as an offering to the gods, accompanied 
by two swords decorated with gold, Bronze Age spiral 
bracelets and bronze axes. "The natural occurrences 
were almost certainly very bewildering to prehistoric 
people in Central Europe," said Frank Sirocko, a 
sedimentologist at Mainz University's Geosciences 
Institute. 
     Sirocko and a team of researchers have analyzed the 
effects of weather and climate on human development 
for years and he has also looked into the Thera eruption. 
"It was surely a watershed in the Bronze Age and it's no 
coincidence that use of the stone circles at Stonehenge 
ceased 3,600 years ago, and that the Nebra sky disk was 
buried," Sirocko said. Maybe the act was meant to make 
the gods merciful and get them to restore the previous 
conditions. 
     The Nebra sky disk itself has been on permanent 
display at the State Museum of Prehistory in Halle 
(Germany) since 2008. Nebra Ark, a multimedia 
visitors' center with information on the disk and its 
history, is located near the site where the disk was first 
discovered. 
Source: M&C  August 23, 2010 
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Rare 2,200-year-old Gold Coin Found in Israel 

 
The obverse, or 'head' of the  
coin, portrays Queen  
Arsinoe II Philadelphus 
 

A rare gold coin dating back 2,200 years was discovered by a combined university 
research team in Israel, a top Israeli antiquities official said.  Dr. Donald T. Ariel, 
head of the Coin Department of the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA), said the coin 
ranked in the top five of the rarest finds in that country's history.  "Intrinsically, for 
coin research, it's a very exciting find," Ariel told CNN. "This is an amazing 
numismatic find. The coin is beautiful and in excellent preservation. It is the heaviest 
gold coin with the highest contemporary value of any coin ever found in an 
excavation in Israel." 

   Ariel said the coin weighs almost one ounce (27.71 grams), while most ancient gold coins weighed about 4.5 
grams. It was minted in Alexandria, Egypt, by Ptolemy V and dates to 191 BCE. It is only the second gold 
Ptolemaic coin ever found in Israel.  The obverse, or 'head' of the coin, portrays Queen Arsinoe II Philadelphus. 
The reverse, or 'tail,' illustrates two "overlapping cornucopias decorated with fillets," according to the IAA. 
In the parlance of antiquities experts, the coin's denomination is referred to as a "mnaieion," meaning a one-mina 
coin, and is equivalent to 100 silver drachms, or a mina of silver. 
   The word Philadelphus means "brotherly love" and in this context relates to the fact that Queen Arsinoe II 
Philadelphus was married to her brother, Ptolemy II, who was her second husband. She was first married at age 15 
to Lysimachus, king of Thrace, who was one of Alexander the Great's generals.  Ariel said it was not uncommon in 
that period of history for siblings to intermarry. 
    The coin was found by U.S. researchers working for the University of Michigan and the University of Minnesota 
on June 26. It was embedded in a stone wall separating the northwest storeroom of the Hellenistic administrative 
building from a room currently identified as a kitchen.  Ariel speculated it was possible the coin had been secretly 
hidden and the owner, or the person who possessed the coin at the time, may not have been able to retrieve it for 
unknown reasons. 
By Les Neuhaus, CNN  August 12, 2010 5:09 a.m. EDT 
 
UK's Oldest Home? 

 

Archaeologists have uncovered the site of Britain's oldest house, the 
waterside home of nomad hunters dating back about 11,000 years. 
The dwelling has lake views, a thatched roof and very original 
features, predates the country's famous Stonehenge monument by 
around 6,000 years and was built at a time when Britain was still 
connected to continental Europe.  
    Teams from the University of York and the University of 
Manchester working at the site believe the circular shaped home was

built in about 8,500BC next to an ancient lake at Star Carr, near Scarborough, in northeastern England. "This is a 
sensational discovery and tells us so much about the people who lived at this time," Nicky Milner from the 
University of York said Wednesday. "From this excavation, we gain a vivid picture of how these people lived." 
Discoveries made at the site suggest the house was about 3.5 meters wide (11 feet, 6 inches), constructed of timber 
posts and likely had a roof of thatched reeds. The site was probably inhabited for between 200 and 500 years, and 
there were possibly several homes built at the site.  
   Archaeologists have also uncovered an 11,000-year-old tree trunk with its bark still intact, and found traces of a 
wooden jetty-like platform on the bank of the ancient lake that could be the first evidence of carpentry in Europe.  
The house is about 500 to 1,000 years older than a building in Howick, northern England, previously thought to 
have been the country's oldest home. "This changes our ideas of the lives of the first settlers to move back into 
Britain after the end of the last Ice Age. We used to think they moved around a lot and left little evidence. Now we 
know they built large structures and were very attached to particular places in the landscape," said Chantal 
Conneller, an archaeologist at the University of Manchester.  
   Artifacts found at the site; which include part of an oar, arrow tips and deer skulls, offer clues to the lives of the 
settlers. It's thought they kept domestic dogs, hunted deer, wild boar and elk, fished on the lake and had rituals that 
involved the use of headdresses fashioned from animal skulls.  

(cont’d on pg 16) 
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Archaeology Today    (cont’d from pg 15) 
UK's Oldest Home?   (cont’d) 
    Science minister David Willetts said the building was an important discovery. "It brings out the similarities and 
differences between modern life and the ancient past in a fascinating way, and will change our perceptions for 
ever.”  The Star Carr site, which dates back to 9,000BC, was first discovered in 1947. Archaeologists began work 
to uncover the house about two years ago.  
Copyright ©2010 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. August 11, 2010  
 
Genetic Map of Oetzi the Iceman Completed 

 

Scott #2422; Issued Sept 19th 2001 at left 
In 1996, a 5,000 year-old crime scene was discovered in the Italian Alps. The mummy of a 46 
year-old man who had been shot with arrows emerged from a melting glacier. Nicknamed 
Oetzi, he was found in remarkable condition, fully clothed and tattooed, with weapons and 
copper tools. Since that time, scientists have been working to decode his DNA. The genetic 
material was extracted from a pelvic bone fragment. 
     The DNA mapping is now completed and analysis will begin to determine how the ancient 
DNA varies from modern samples. 

This will allow researchers to gather information on genetic diseases as well as other ailments found in the iceman. 
It may even allow Oetzi to be linked to any living descendents he may have. 
     The work was completed in an unusually short amount of time. "It was a sensationally fast result," Albert Zink, 
head of Eurac's Institute for Mummies and the Iceman, told the German Press Agency. The process had been 
completed in two to three months when in the past "years" were required for such genome studies, Zink said. 
     Oetzi's remains are preserved at the South Tyrol Archaeology Museum in Bolzano (Italy). 
Sources: AlphaGalileo, News24 (27 July 2010) 
  
Simple Computer Program Decodes Lost Biblical Language 
The new program was able to translate the 3,000-year-old language using the computing power of a laptop.  A 
project led by professor Regina Barzilay of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology may be the first to show how 
ancient, lost or unknown languages can be decoded using a computer program, according to National Geographic.  
The MIT team was able to decode the "lost language" of Ugaritic, an ancient Semitic language used in Old 
Testament times, using no more computing power than that of a laptop. The program took no longer than a few 
hours to link most Ugaritic symbols to their Hebrew equivalents. 
   Ugaritic text was nothing more than a series of dots and wedge-shaped marks to linguists and scholars when it 
was first discovered on clay tablets in 1928, excavated from the rubble of the ancient city of Ugarit by French 
archaeologists. Even though the language is closely related to Hebrew, experts did not decipher it until 1932. 
   It took only hours to accomplish what took linguists years to complete, leading scholars to hope that the new 
computer program can be a prototype for a more powerful system to decode ancient languages that remain a 
mystery to scholars. In other words, it may not be long before computers become modern day versions of the 
Rosetta Stone.  Traditionally, decipherment has been viewed as a sort of scholarly detective game, and computers 
weren't thought to be of much use.   
   Some experts remain skeptical. Richard Sproat, an Oregon Health and Science University computational linguist, 
notes that "in the case [of Ugaritic], you're dealing with a small and simple writing system, and there are closely 
related languages. It's not always going to be the case that there are closely related languages that one can use." 
   For example, a language like Etruscan, which was used by ancient Italians around 700 BC, is known today from 
scant written examples and shares no relation to any other known language, except for a few words adopted by the 
Latin language. Deciphering Etruscan symbols could potentially give historians invaluable contextual clues about 
the region before Latin superseded the earlier language. 
   Barzilay thinks the MIT program can be upgraded to decode languages like Etruscan by scanning multiple 
languages at once and taking contextual information into account. At the very least, such a program could reveal 
new, obscure clues that scholars can use to learn more about ancient unknown languages. 
Jul 19 2010 Bryan Nelson, National Geographic 
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Archaeology Today    (cont’d from pg 16) 
Indus Valley Site Ravaged by Floods 
Floods in Haryana state (North India) may have consumed a piece of ancient Indian history. The archaeological site 
of Jognakhera, from where copper smelting furnaces along with copper slag dating back nearly 5,000 years to the 
Indus Valley Civilization were unearthed, was ravaged and submerged under nearly 10 feet of water from Sutlej-
Yamuna Link Canal breach.  
     Residents of the area were oblivious of the historical significance of their neighborhood until some months ago 
when a team from the state department of archaeology landed up and started digging. But it was not declared a 
protected site by the government. The excavated site has been badly mauled by the floods and the ancient furnaces 
have also been damaged severely. The antiquities unearthed from the excavation have been recovered by 
excavators.  
     Archeologist and curator of Shri Krishna Museum, Rajesh Purohit said copper was the primary metal used 
during this period. It was the first metal to be extracted from ores through smelting and brought huge changes in the 
economy of the time. 
Source: The Times of India,  July 11, 2010 
 
Egypt Unveils 4,300-Year-Old Tombs With Vivid Paintings 
Egyptian archaeologists unveiled a newly unearthed double tomb with vivid wall paintings in the ancient necropolis 
of Saqqara near Cairo, saying it could be the start for uncovering a vast cemetery in the area.  The tomb includes 
two false doors with colorful paintings depicting the two people buried there, a father and a son who served as 
heads of the royal scribes, said Abdel-Hakim Karar, a top archaeologist at Saqqara.  "The colors of the false door 
are fresh as if it was painted yesterday," Karar told reporters. 
     The paintings on the false doors identified Shendwas and Khonsu as royal scribes and "supervisors of the 
mission," meaning they were in charge of delegations overseeing the supply of materials used for pyramids 
construction. 
     Humidity had destroyed the sarcophagus of the father, Shendwas, while the tomb of the son, Khonsu, was 
robbed in antiquity, he said.  Also insribed on the father's false door was the name of Pepi II, whose 90-year reign is 
believed to be the longest of the pharaohs. The inscription dates the double tomb to the 6th dynasty, which marked 
the beginning of the decline of the Old Kingdom, also known as the age of pyramids. 
     Egypt's antiquities chief, Zahi Hawass, said the new finds were "the most distinguished tombs ever found from 
the Old Kingdom," because of their "amazing colors." He said the area, if excavated, could unveil the largest 
cemetery of ancient Egypt. 
     A single shaft from the surface led down to the father's tomb, from which a side passage led to that of the son, 
with the false door with paintings of Khonsu in front of an offering table.  Hawass pointed to a handful of duck-
shaped artifacts and a small obelisk made of limestone. Such obelisks were often buried with the dead in the 5th 
and 6th dynasties to show their veneration for the sun god, Ra. "These artifacts were found at the end of the burial 
shaft, at 18 meters (yards) depth, but we covered it up," Hawass told reporters. 
     Karar said that so far six tombs dating back to the end of the Old Kingdom have been unearthed since digging in 
the area three began three years ago. Work started on the double tomb five weeks ago.  The tombs lie just west of 
Saqqara's most famed pyramid, the Step Pyramid of King Djoser, which is surrounded by a large burial ground, 
contain tombs from Egypt's earliest history up through Roman times. 
Maggie Michael, Associated Press, July 8, 2010 
 
King Tutankhamun, Modern Medical Science, and the Expanding Boundaries of Historical Inquiry 
Tutankhamun, ruled ancient Egypt from 1333 to 1324 BC, during the 18th dynasty (circa 1550-1295 BC) of ancient 
Egypt's New Kingdom (circa 1550-1070 BC). His brief  reign, youthful visage, and premature death, as well as the 

rediscovery of his remains and tomb in 1922, have fascinated Egyptologists and other historians alike for decades.  
Over the years, many scholars have offered a wide variety of explanations for his early demise as well as the 
seemingly androgynous appearance of his face and gynecomastia portrayed in sculptures and other relics. These 
diagnoses have included Marfan syndrome, Wilson-Turner X-linked mental retardation syndrome, Fröhlich 

syndrome (adiposogenital dystrophy), Klinefelter syndrome, androgen insensitivity syndrome, aromatase excess 
syndrome in conjunction with sagittal craniosynostosis syndrome, and Antley-Bixler syndrome or one of its 
variants. 

(cont’d. pg 18) 
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Archaeology Today    (cont’d from pg 17) 
King Tutankhamun, Modern Medical Science, and the Expanding Boundaries of Historical Inquiry 
   From September 2007 to October 2009, royal mummies underwent detailed anthropological, radiological, and 
genetic studies as part of the King Tutankhamun Family Project. Mummies distinct from Tutankhamun's immediate 
lineage served as the genetic and morphological reference. To authenticate DNA results, analytical steps were 
repeated and independently replicated in a second ancient DNA laboratory staffed by a separate group of personnel. 
Eleven royal mummies dating from circa 1410-1324 BC and suspected of being kindred of Tutankhamun and 5 
royal mummies dating to an earlier period, circa 1550-1479 BC, were examined.  Microsatellite-based haplotypes in 
the mummies, generational segregation of alleles within possible pedigree variants, and correlation of identified 
diseases with individual age, archeological evidence, and the written historical record.  
   Genetic fingerprinting allowed the construction of a 5-generation pedigree of Tutankhamun's immediate lineage. 
The KV55 mummy and KV35YL were identified as the parents of Tutankhamun. No signs of gynecomastia and 
craniosynostoses (eg, Antley-Bixler syndrome) or Marfan syndrome were found, but an accumulation of 
malformations in Tutankhamun's family was evident. Several pathologies including Köhler disease II were 
diagnosed in Tutankhamun; none alone would have caused death. Genetic testing for STEVOR, AMA1, or MSP1 
genes specific for Plasmodium falciparum revealed indications of malaria tropica in 4 mummies, including 
Tutankhamun’s. These results suggest avascular bone necrosis in conjunction with the malarial infection as the most 
likely cause of death in Tutankhamun. Walking impairment and malarial disease sustained by Tutankhamun is 
supported by the discovery of canes and an afterlife pharmacy in his tomb.  
  Using a multidisciplinary scientific approach, we showed the feasibility of gathering data on Pharaonic kinship and 
diseases and speculated about individual causes of death.  
Howard Markel, MD, PhD JAMA. 2010;303(7):667-668.  (Feb 16, 2010) 
 
 
From the Web Site: 

 
 
As you read this we hope to have a new webmaster on board; after a 3 year search.  If all goes well he 
should be busy updating our website until Christmas, when he can have a holiday.  More in the January 
issue. 
 
 
Table of Contents 
Along the Silk Road in China, Mogao Caves  
of Dunhuang by Caroline Scannell   pg 1, 3, 4, 5 
Archaeology Today  pg  13 - 18 
Editor’s Column  pg 2 
Merle’s Musings  pg 5 
Masada by Caroline Scannell  pg 6 
New Digs  - Loulan  pg 7 
Afghanistan Stamp Update  pg 7 
New Digs  pg 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 
Election Instructions  pg 18 
From the Website   pg 18 

Also enclosed is a ballot and the  
Renewal Notice 
 
Your Vote Counts! 
To make it easy the renewal and ballot can be 
mailed together.  We still have no volunteers for 
Secretary and Treasurer.  If anyone would like to 
volunteer for these positions please contact Mr. 
Merle Farrington at BFCAT@aol.com or your 
editor, Caroline Scannell at 
philate@ix.netcom.com.    
Both are due December 31st 2010.   
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