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Barbarian Treasures on Stamps 
By Barbara Soper 
 
Metallurgy is a science with ancient roots.  The great civilizations of Egypt, Greece and Rome had expert 
metallurgists who created luxury items for the home market and for export.  But many so-called barbarian 
civilizations created fine art objects as well.  Take the Thracians, who today live in modern Bulgaria, Greece 
and Turkey.  Like many people of the Bronze and Iron Ages, the Thracians were fierce warriors who were 
constantly on horseback.  They required portable art treasures that could move along with them as they galloped 
from place to place.  Some of the greatest caches of gold and silver ever discovered belonged to the Thracians.  
Metallurgy in Bulgaria goes back to 4000 BC at Varna.  Small gold objects were found in a prehistoric cemetery 
at Varna along with flint tools and green copper axes.  The Thracians were inheritors of the metallurgy tradition 
that began at Varna in the Bronze Age. 
 

 
Fig#1, Gold Laurel Wreath, 
Bulgaria #2578, May 16, 1979 
 
 
 

 
Thracian warriors liked to be buried in barbaric 
magnificence.  They preferred mound burials, 
where they could be laid out with their swords, 
daggers, body armor, bows and quivers of arrows.  
Chariot racing at funerals was common. So was the 
ritual slaughter of wives so that one or more of 
them could accompany their warrior husbands to 
the afterlife.  The ladies were said to fight for such 
an honor.  The beautiful gold laurel wreath shown 
on Bulgaria (Scott #2578) depicted in Figure #1 
rested on the head of a young woman interred with 
a dead chieftain.  She wore gold earrings and had a 
knife blade in her chest. 
 
The ancient Greeks had colonies along the Black 
Sea, came in contact with the Thracians, and often 
made art objects for wealthy Thracian chieftains.  
The Thracians in turn learned from the Greeks and 
incorporated many Greek motifs into their metal 
work.   
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 3)
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From the Editor: 
It was good to see some members when they dropped by the 
ATA table at the APS show in Hartford last August.  Sidney 
Schain, Jeff Hayward, Merle Farrington among others, I 
should have a “sign in” sheet to remember..   
 
The Old World Archaeologist was entered in competition at 
the show and garnered a Silver.  More on that elsewhere in 
this issue. 
 
Dues are due again?  Seems like every time I turn around I’m 
making another renewal notice.   
  
Somewhere in this issue you will find some information I have 
collected recently regarding major exhibits coming to a 
museum near many.  King Tut seems to like it here as he is 
returning with his retinue in November, staying in Atlanta 
until May when he will move on to Indianapolis. 
 
Also, and this I read somewhere, The Afghan Government is 
still in turmoil.  They cannot afford to insure their museum 
artifacts, and guarantee to keep them from looters; so 
somebody found an answer.  Many Bactrian items, most of 
gold, are touring the world.  They were sent out originally for 
a term of about 5 years and will still be traveling probably for 
another five.  One of the planned venues is the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in NYC.  This fits right in with our cover story 
this issue about Barbarians. 
 
By the way, do you know why the Romans attacked the 
“Barbarians”?  They had gold; they had coinage.  The Romans 
copied other civilizations; they were not inventors but a nation 
of soldiers and conquerors.  Problem is, the Romans then built 
on top of the ruins of the civilizations they conquered, thus we 
have Roman ruins today and few before that time.  Such as, 
Roman ruins at Carthage???  Of  ALL  places! 
 
The most beautiful woman in the world has just appeared on a 
postage stamp!  Issued August 8th by Austria – the Willendorf 
Venus is now available at your new issue dealer.  (See page 9) 
 
There was an exhibit recently at the Michael C. Carlos 
Museum in Atlanta of the Lost Kingdoms of the Nile, what 
was lost in the 1960s and to date.  Did anyone happen to 
attend the exhibit?  I have been informed it will not come 
within 500 miles of me. 
 
Catastrophe! Is another traveling exhibit.  This one illustrates 
the looting and destruction of Iraq’s National Museum.  It also 
tells what is being done to stop the looting and of recovery 
efforts.  It is in Chicago, IL at the Oriental Institute Museum 
through the end of the year. 

Caroline 
(Barbarian)  



Barbarian Treasures on Stamps 
By Barbara Soper                                     (continued from page 1) 
 

Fig. 2,  Bulgaria  Nov 28, 1966 , Embossed & Silver Gilded Artifacts, Found near Panagyurishte in 1949, 4th Century 

         
       Sc #1535 Rams Head Rhyton      Sc#1536 Amazon’g Head Jug     Sc#1538 Plate 
 

         
Fig #2,        Scott#1539 Amazon’s Head Jug      Scott# 1541Amazon’s Head Jug       Scott#1543  Ram Rhyton 
 
By now, Thracian metallurgy had become exquisite.  The 9-stamp set featuring the Panagyurishte Treasure, 
Bulgaria (Scott #1535-43) part shown in Figure #2 furnishes an example.   
 
Discovered in 1949 near the Bulgarian town of Panagyurishte, the treasure consists of vases, rhytons and a libation 
bowl.  The rhytons were drinking vessels that were filled from the top and had a hole in the bottom for drinking.  
Thracians loved being able to drink while galloping across the landscape in a cloud of dust.  Centaurs appear on the 
handles of one of the vases, a borrowing from Greek mythology.  The libation bowl features concentric circles of 
African heads, a measure of how far trade routes extended even in prehistoric and early classical times. 
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<Fig. #3, Rogozen Thracian Treasures #3239-44 issued 
March 31, 1987 
5s plate, Pristess Auge approaching Heracles 
8s Pitcher, Lioness attacking stag 
Plate, floral pattern 
Pitcher, warrions on horseback dueling 
32s Urn, decorative pattern 
42s Pitcher (not gilded) winged horses 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Barbarian Treasures on Stamps 
By Barbara Soper  (continued from page 3) 
 
Another famous Thracian treasure was the Rogozen Treasure, discovered in 1986 and shown on a 6 stamp set 
Bulgaria (Scott #3239-44) in Figure 3.  It was found in northwestern Bulgaria, an area where the Thracian 
aristocracy lived and had their large burial mounds.  Composed of 165 silver and gilt-silver vessels, it had been 
divided in half and carefully buried, possibly because its owner feared imminent invasion.  The treasure dated to the 
5th and 4th centuries BC.  The Rogozen Treasure was made up mostly of jugs and phiales (libation bowls).  The 
objects were of pure silver, thirty-one of them gilded.  The artistry featured a Thracian goddess riding a lion, a boar-
hunting scene, mythological scenes, and depictions of fantastic animals.  A few were inscribed in Greek with royal 
Thracian names.   

          
Fig. #4, Bulgaria #3203-4, Dec. 5, 1986,      Fig. #5, Scythians,  Ukraine, #452, Jan 29, 2002 
Block of 2 stamps with 2 labels              Archer on Horseback, Swordsman in Battle 
honoring philately             Commander on Horseback and Warrior, Female Warrior 

 
A closer look at some of the artwork on the Rogozen treasure appears on four additional stamps from Bulgaria 
(Scott #3203-4) in Figure 4 (above left). Thracian gold and silversmiths had come a long way since the early 
metalworking of the Bronze Age.  If the Greeks still believed them to be barbarians, they must have marveled at 
their exquisite taste. 
 

     
Found in one of the two earliest Royal Scythian tombs, this extraordinary panther (above left) was made in the late 7th or early 
8th century BC.   The golden stag (above right) was found lying on an iron shield that it once decorated. 12½” long. It is the 
same image on  Russia Scott #3290.. From the Lands of the Scythians:  Ancient Treasures from the Museums of the USSR.  
The Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art 1975 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Barbarian Treasures on Stamps 
By Barbara Soper  (continued from page 4) 
 
Akin to the Thracians as lovers of gold and silver treasures were the Scythians.  The Scythians were also horse 
warriors who roved across the Eurasian steppes from the 7th to the 3rd centuries BC.  They were wild, longhaired 
and bearded people who robbed and marauded civilized societies as well as barbarians like themselves. Among 
their weapons were swords, daggers, spears, battle-axes and bows with quivers of arrows.  A block of four stamps 
issued by Ukraine (Scott #452) and shown in Figure #5 (above right) depicts the Scythian lifestyle.  Both men and 
women could be warriors, giving rise to the legends of Amazons that grew up amongst the ancient Greeks.  Women 
could also be buried with the elaborate tomb treasures associated with fallen warrior chieftains. 

 

 
    Fig #6, Kazakhstan #1,  
    March 23, 1992 
 

 
 
The first stamp issued by Kazakhstan after its independence from the Soviet Union 
was Scott #1, which appears in Figure #6.  It shows a lady of high rank exhumed 
from a frozen tomb by archaeologists 2,400 years after her death.  Her mummified 
body had been wrapped in fur and she still wore a tall headdress.  In the tomb with 
the lady were three slaughtered horses in splendid regalia, food and drink, silk and 
wool clothing, gilded ornaments, and a hand mirror with a deer carved on its 
wooden back.  Like the ancient Egyptians and the Thracians, the Scythians believed 
in well provisioning their tombs for the afterlife. 

Fig. #7,  

     
Tajikistan #1    Russia #3290 Dec 29, 1966       Kazakhstan Scott #223,    #224,  &   #225, issued April 30, 1998 
May 20, 1992         Golden Stag, Hermitage            Rams Heads,                         Animal filigree diadem        Jeweled Pendants  
Man on Horse 
 

       
Hungary #3382, Feb 25 1993  #3383, Feb 25 1993         #2493, Sept 3, 1977 
Sythian Artifacts,  Horse Lying Down & Standing          Sythian Iron Bell 

Animal motifs dominated 
Scythian art.  The stag, shown 
on a stamp from Russia (Scott 
#3290) is an example.  
Scythian animals blended 
reality with fantasy.  The 
stag’s antlers curl back like a 
section of ribbon candy, 
giving the animal a whimsical 
look.  Animals might be 
composite, having bodies of 
deer but heads of eagles.   

   Fig. #7 
 
Usually Scythian art showed beasts in motion – kicking, pouncing, galloping and crouching.  Other represen-tations 
of stags, one standing and one laying down, appear on Hungary (Scott #3382-2).  A 6th century BC Scythian iron 
bell appears on Hungary  (Scott #2493).   Tajikistan  (Scott #1)  depicts a  horse  mounted steppe warrior.   Scythian  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Barbarian Treasures on Stamps 
By Barbara Soper  (continued from page 5) 
 
gold craftsmanship is also shown on three stamps from Kazakhstan (Scott #223-5).  These artifacts are displayed in 
Figure #7 on previous page. 
 
Apparently the Greek historian Herodotus did not approve of people 
who did not water down their wine when they drank it.  Scythians 
mainly drank fermented mare’s milk from a rhytons, but drank full 
strength wine when they could get it.  Blood from the cut hands of 
two chieftains was often merged with the wine to seal a tribal bargain 
or an alliance.  Portable drinking vessels called rhytons are illustrated 
on Russia (Scott #3634) and Armenia (Scott #497) in Figure #8. 
      

Fig. #8, Armenia  and   Russia    
# 497 Apr 27,1995     #3634 Sept. 3, 1969 

 

    
Gold Boar                Epona on Horseback 
France #3298,   June 2, 2007           Luxembourg #519,  
                                                          Issued March 14, 1973 
 

Still another barbarian civilization that loved gold and 
silver artifacts was the Celts.  The Celts had a long 
history on the European continent before they migrated 
into the British Isles.  They were the people Caesar 
called Gauls and fought against in the region that is now 
France.  A stamp from France (Scott #3298) shows a 
Celtic gold boat.  The boat was an important animal to 
the ancient Celts and may have been an object to 
worship.  Celtic worship of a horse goddess names 
Epona is well known.  Her likeness is displayed on 
Luxembourg (Scott #519) also displayed in Figure #9. 

On the continent, important Celtic treasures were unearthed at the Hallstadtt site in Austria and the La Tene site in 
Switzerland as well as sited in Germany.  The Celts in these regions were expert smithies, working in bronze, iron, 
gold and silver.  They also traded salt, which was plentiful in the area, along with their metallurgy to other cultures, 
both barbarian and civilized. 

    
Fig. #10    Germany #1258 & #1259  

                 Aug 16, 19778, Golden Hat, Bronze; 
        Gilt Helmet from Prince’s tomb, Krefeld-Gellep 
 

 
      Fig #10     Germany July 14, 1976 

                      #1219 Celtic Gold Vessel 5th-4th C BC 

 
                      #1220 Silver Torque 2nd-1st C BC 

 

Celtic chieftains were splendidly dressed in battle, wearing impressive helmets, bronze breastplates, and wide belts 
that held their long slashing swords and daggers.  A dome shaped Celtic helmet with earflaps appears on Germany 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Barbarian Treasures on Stamps 
By Barbara Soper  (continued from page 6) 
 
(Scott #1259).  Among the most puzzling of Celtic artifacts are tall cones, which have been found in several places 
within Germany.  Long believed to be3 some type of ritual object, they are now thought to be ceremonial hats.  
Germany (Scott #1259) depicts the Golden Hat of Schifferstadt, made of thin sheet gold.  Fragments of leather or felt 
found inside the cones of similar vessels indicate the hat could have been tied on or held in place by a chinstrap.  A 
soft lining would have transformed the uncomfortable cone into a wearable headdress.  Among other Celtic treasures 
were heavy silver torques, such as the one shown on Germany (Scott #1220).  Despite their weight, Celts loved to 
wear torques around their necks.  The torque on the stamp has bull’s heads at its ends.  Bulls were an important totem 
animal to the Celts.  In Irish legend, a druid (Celtic priest) after drinking a bull’s blood and eating its flesh could 
identify the next king in a dream.  One of the most beautiful of all Celtic treasures was the green bowl overlaid with 
sheet gold shown on Germany (Scott #1219).  These objects are collectively shown in Figure #10. 
 
Fig. #11 

 
Scott #792, July 26, 1990,  
Tara Brooch 
 
 
 

 
Scott #791, Mar 8, 1990,  
Ardagh Chalice 
 
 

         
Sc#781,Mar 8’90                  
Broighter Collar 
 

 
Sc#793, Jan 26, 1991 
St. Patrick’s Shrine 
 

When the Celts migrated to the British Isles, they 
took their metallurgy skills with them.  Some of 
their finest works are included in Ireland’s 
national treasures.  Among them are the Tara 
Brooch (Scott #792).  Dating to AD700 the Tara 
Brooch is a blend of gold, silver, copper, amber 
and glass.  The Ardagh Chalice (Scott #791) was 
found by an Irish boy digging for potatoes in 
1847.  Made of silver, silver-gilt and enamel, it 
dates to approximately 800 Ad.  The Broighter 
Collar (Scott #781) is another example of a neck 
torque.  It is made of gold and dates to 100AD.  
St. Patrick’s Bell Shrine (Scott #793) was made 
in 1100 AD and symbolized the coming of 
Christianity to Ireland.  St. Patrick gave bells to 
his disciples and it was believed that these bells 
drove the snakes out of Ireland.  The shrine is 
made of silver and gold filigree with openwork 
featuring snakes and birds.  It is studded with 
crystal and glass.  Inside the shrine is a plain bell 
made of iron. 

 
Barbarians furnished us with as much art as civilized societies, some might argue.  Why didn’t they go on then to 
establish cities and empires like the Greeks and Romans did?  Maybe it was because they lacked a written language 
and remained tribal in outlook.  Maybe they loved their nomadic existence and did not want to put down permanent 
roots.  Besides, they were earning their keep by facilitating trade wherever they traveled and cross-pollinating 
artistic traditions with those they came in contact with. 
 
Figures: 
Figure #1 – Gold laurel wreaths were popular in ancient Greece but also amongst the Thracian aristocracy. 
Figure #2 – The Panagyurishte Treasure is a beautiful blend of Greek and Thracian art styles that reflects cross-cultural contact 
in the area of the Black Sea. 
Figure #3 – The silver and silver gilt Rogozen Treasure was one of the most spectacular archaeological finds of all time. 
Figure #4 – The influence of ancient Greece is clearly present in the Rogozen Treasure but the depictions of people and 
animals are Thracian. 
Figure #5 – The Scythians were superb horse warriors who were headquartered in Ukraine and southern Russia but made 
forays into Eastern Europe. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Barbarian Treasures on Stamps 
By Barbara Soper  (continued from page 7) 
Figure #6 – Scythian women were on a par with men, as evidenced by this female chieftain who was unearthed from a treasure 
filled tomb in Siberia. 
Figure #7 – Animals, which may have been protective totems, figured prominently in Scythian art. 
Figure #8 – Rhytons were portable drinking vessels much favored by horse warrior cultures. 
Figure #9 – The Celts venerated both boars and horses and worshipped a horse goddess called Epona. 
Figure #10 – Centic art objects encompassed bowls, neck torques, gold helmets and ceremonial hats. 
Figure #11 – When the Cents migrated to the British Isles, they brought metalworking techniques from the Continent.  The 
absorption of the Celts into the Irish Christian community had a profound influence on their art. 
 

Archaeological Treasures Today 
 

 

King Tut Returns! 
An exhibition featuring more than 130 treasures from the tomb of Pharaoh Tutankhamun and 
other ancient sites will begin a United States tour with an opening November 2008 in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  The Michael C. Carlos Museum of Emory University announced it would open the 
exhibit at the Atlanta Civic Center from November through May 22, 2009. The exhibit will 
move to the Indianapolis Children's Museum from June to October 2009. 

 
Part of the famed "Bactrian hoard" of treasures, a folding gold crown dating from the first century AD is one of the 
Afghan treasures that will go on display in the United States in 2008.  The crown was discovered in one of six 
graves of nomads of the ancient state of Bactria at an archaeological site in northern Afghanistan in 1978. Russian-
Greek archaeologist Viktor Sarianidi unearthed the hoard—a crown, necklaces, belts, rings, and headdresses set 
with precious jewels. The finds were later hidden and eventually thought stolen until the Afghan government found 
them stashed in boxes in 2003. The touring exhibition "Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures from the National 
Museum" is organized by the National Geographic Society and the U.S. National Gallery of Art, in cooperation 
with the National Museum of Afghanistan, Kabul.  The 17-month tour of the U.S. will begin in May 2008 in 
Washington, D.C.  
National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., May 25 to September 7, 2008 
Asian Art Museum of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA, October 24, 2008 to 
January 25, 2009,  The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas, February 22 to May 
17, 2009,  The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, New York, June 23 to 
September 20, 2009 
These articles have been touring since 2003.                      Afghan stamp #1265 10/9/87> 
 

 

President’s Message:   Merle’s Musings 
 
The ATA asked another collector and I to update the ATA Checklist on Mosaics.  It was a good time to get back to 
my collection, which I had put on the back burner for a few years.   
 
If any of you have a checklist that you think would be of interest to the members of ATA, please forward me a 
copy, and I will put it into the format that they would like to use.  The publicity would be good for the group, if we 
can have several contributors.  The checklist would not have to be archaeology based, but is preferred. 
 
The ATA now maintains more than 400 checklists on different topics, and the list keeps growing.  For those of you 
who do not have a checklist and are struggling to find those older issues for your topic, the ATA has a list of their 
checklists on their website; check if one exists.  For saving the hundreds or thousands of hours it takes to put a 
checklist together; it’s worth paying the dues to the American Topical Association.   
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New Digs:   
Venus von Willendorf 

 
The Willendorf Venus 3D; Release Date: Aug 8, 2008 
 
The Willendorf Venus is Austria´s most famous 
and valuable find from the later Palaeolithic age. 
A very special stamp has been created for this 

outstanding object. A three-dimensional effect makes the 
Venus appear particularly vivid. There is no doubt that this 
innovative lenticular image stamp is a further milestone in 
contemporary stamp design. 
 
The Venus sculpture was created 25,000 years ago. It was 
found in Willendorf in the Wachau on 7 August 1908. The 
figure is 11 cm high, made of fine limestone and has survived 
almost undamaged. It shows a corpulent naked woman. Wide 
hips, protruding stomach and heavy breasts are the 
characteristics of her appearance. Her arms are only 
suggested, her wrists decorated with serrated bracelets. The 
upper and lower legs are natural in form, the feet are missing. 
Her weak shoulders bear a large head bending slightly 
forward, without a face, almost entirely decorated with a 
complicated hairstyle made up of rows of ringlets reaching 
deep into the back of her neck. Residues of color indicate that 
the sculpture was originally painted with thick red chalk. 
(Incidentally, the original can be found in the Vienna Natural 
History Museum). 
 
First day covers are available from different cities, 
postmarked Vienna and Wachau, below is an example of the 
cancel used in Willendorf. 
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The Lady, Venus von Willendorf 
 

 
Several different first day cancels are available, but this one 
is my favorite!   
 
Thanks to member Mary Rathbone of Keimar Stamps for 
permission to use illustrations from her website. 
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Venus of Willendorf: 100th Anniversary of Her Excavation 
Plump and 25,000 years old, this lady remains a 
mystery even after 100 years in the limelight. The 
Venus of Willendorf, a small ochre-colored figurine 
from the Paleolithic period, takes her name from 
the village in northern Austria where she was ex-
cavated on August 7, 1908 by three Austrian paleon-
tologists. "This was the first statuette (from this period) 
that had such detailed features and it was also the 
first statuette to be discovered at the time on an 
archeological site," says Walpurga Antl-Weiser, head 
of the prehistory section at Vienna's Natural History 
Museum. 
      On the 100th anniversary of her excavation, this 
Venus is being honoured with a special exhibition at 
the museum, alongside other artifacts from the same 
period. Carved from oolitic limestone, she is a round 
woman, standing with her arms resting on her breasts 
and belly, her bowed head hiding her face but showing 
off elaborate hair.  This Venus "resulted from perfect 
observation of the human body, but she was also 
arranged to make her curves more harmonious," Antl-
Weiser adds. 
      The first and only statuette of her kind before the 
French Venus of Lespugue and the Russian Venus of 
Kostienki joined her two decades later, the lady from 
Willendorf can still attract crowds. But where she came 
from and whether she represented a goddess or 
women's elevated place in society remains a mystery. 
"We don't think she represented prehistoric women," 

says Antl-Weiser. "She's a rather older woman, one 
who has certainly already had children," she explains. 
"Moreover, we can't prove that women played a 
predominant role during this period and that these 
female statuettes honored them: there are many other 
statuettes (from that period) representing animals, part-
humans and part-animals or asexual human beings." 
      Rather than being a goddess, the Venus of 
Willendorf could have been part of a ritual or a belief 
shared by several tribes over 20,000 years ago. 
Although excavated at opposite ends of the continent, 
the French and Russian Venuses are similar in form to 
their Austrian sister. "They could have been expres-
sions of a single belief that spread through Europe," 
says Antl-Weiser. But this does not explain where the 
lady from Willendorf came from. While other artifacts 
and statuettes were excavated near the same village in 
Lower Austria, no traces remain of the rock out of 
which she was carved. Antl-Weiser  concludes: "From 
that point of view, either the Venus was brought here, 
or the rock fragments disappeared when a railroad was 
built there in the 19th century." 
     The Lady may be seen at Vienna's Natural History 
Museum.  The exhibition runs to February 1st 2009. 
 
Source: AFP (20 August 2008) Copyright © 2008 AFP. AFP text, 
photos, graphics and logos shall not be used for commercial 
purposes, reproduced, published, broadcast, rewritten for broadcast 
or publication or redistributed directly or indirectly in any medium.  

 
 

Jean-François Champollion 
By Caroline Scannell 
 “Archaeology and writing are powerful companions, compelling in their ability to open even the most trivial 
windows into the past.  Thanks to Champollion and generations of epigraphers, we know the ancient Egyptians’ 
thoughts, their fears, their most profound ethics and beliefs.  They become living, breathing people for us, not just 
the anonymous makers of sterile temples, pyramids, and statuary.” wrote Brian Fagan in his book Time Detectives; 
Vintages of Pharaohs. 
 

 
      Figeac, where Champollion grew up 
      France Scott #2718, June 26, 1999 
 
Page  #10                                                

This stamp at left was issued in honor of Jean-François Champollion, 
who was also commemorated on a postage stamp from Monaco the 
same year, the 200th anniversary of his birth.  There is a museum in 
Figeac honoring it’s most famous son.  
 
French Egyptologist Champollion is acknowledged as the father of 
modern Egyptology. He is best known for deciphering the 
hieroglyphs on the Rosetta Stone, found by the French in Napoleon’s 
Egyptian Campaign and lost to the British.  Today is still resides in 
the British Museum in London. The French managed to take a wax 
copy and it was on this copy Champollion did his work. 
 

(Cont’d on pg. 11) 
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Jean-François Champollion 
By Caroline Scannell   (cont’d from page 10 ) 

                          
        Egypt150th Anniversary of decipherment of               First Day Cover showing special cancel used. 
        The Rosetta Stone Scott #C153, Oct 16, 1972  

    
France Scott #1354, Oct 14, 1972  with key inscription of the translation. Cancel of FDC depicts demotic script. 

 
Jean-Francois Champollion was a linguistic genius.  He could read by the age of five, became interested in 
Egyptian hieroglyphs when eleven, spoke three European and at least five Eastern languages by the time he was 17.  
Next he learned Coptic, the language of Christian Egypt, believing it retained something of ancient Egyptian 
speech.  In 1807 then 17-year old Champollion moved to Paris, where he pored over plaster casts of the Rosetta 
stone for months 
 
In 1819, English scholar Thomas Young claimed hieroglyphs were 
an alphabetic script.  Originally Champollion disagreed, but 
changed his mind when he translated foreign names like the Greek 
pharaoh Ptolemy, by using the alphabetical approach.  Champollion 
next discovered a royal cartouche from the temple of Abu Simbel in 
Nubia and found he could identify the name of the pharaoh 
Rameses.  At once he realized the hieroglyphs could be used 
phonetically as well. 

 
       Monaco Scott #1733 Sept 4, 1990 

 

Monaco honored the bicentenary of birth of Jean-François 
Champollion, Design by Pierrette Lambert, engraving by 
Pierre Albuisson which is depicted on the maximum card 
above.  The card was issued to illustrate the stamp so it is 
NOT a true maximum card. 
 
On Dec. 27th 1822, Jean-Francois Champollion changed 
the face of archaeology and Egyptology forever when he 
announced the decipherment of ancient Egyptian writing.  
Six years later he visited the Nile to see the ancient 
Egyptian civilization first hand.  For the first time, ancient 
Egypt came alive and spoke to the modern world. 

Maximum card utilizing Monaco Scott #1733                                                                                                     (Cont’d on pg. 12) 
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Jean-François Champollion 
By Caroline Scannell             (cont’d from page 11 ) 
 
The science of Egyptology originated from Champollion’s decipherment.  After Champollion John Gardiner 
Wilkinson spent most of the 1820s recording inscriptions, cartouches, and tomb paintings.  Filling dozens of 
notebooks with minute details of ancient Egyptian life, culled from papyri and other writings.  Wilkinson brought 
all his work together in a 3-volume work published in 1837.   
 

   
   Egyptian non Scott  Left Rosetta Stone;   Right Egyptian Scribe,  
   from booklet issued 2003. 

 
The Rosetta Stone (196 BC) was found in 
1799 by Capt. Pierre Bouchard, a member of 
Bonaparte’s savants in Egypt, written in two 
languages, Egyptian and Greek using 3 scripts, 
hieroglyphic, demotic and Greek.  In ancient 
Egypt the Scribe was an honored profession 
because they could read and write, they kept 
the records for the government and were 
closely associated with the temples.  

The stone measures about 3’9” long x 2’4” wide x 11” thick and weighs about 1,675 pounds.  Bouchard noticed 
that the slab contained three separate and distinct inscriptions.  Though the British took the stone from the French  
the French had already taken a copy.  The decree contained in the Rosetta Stone is the first anniversary of the 
coronation of Ptolemy V Epiphanes. 
 
 

New Digs 

           
Bosnia & Herzegovina (Croat Admin) France – Toulon Var & Richelieu Indre-et-Loire 
Warrior Helmet   2008   Issued 2008 

 

 

 
 
 

 
         Jordan  -  Petra   Issued  2008 

      Gambia – 7 Ancient Wonders 
       Issued     2008         
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New Digs   (cont’d from page 12) 
 

          
Namibia Ediacararan fossils.         Namibia -- Twyfelfontein, the Natural Heritage Site (rock carvings) 
        Issued August 8, 2008                Issued June 27,2008.   (there may be more in this series) 

 

       

 
 
Romania,  
World Cultural Heritage 
Joint Issue with Russia,  
Issued   2008 

Russia 

     
       Postal Stationery: (2007) Petroglyphs of the Okunev    Postal Stationery:  (2007) Petroglyphs of the Irkutsk  
       culture located in South Siberia (2000BC).                            Region in East Siberia Shishkinskie petroglyphs (5-2000BC) 

   
St. Thomas & Prince Islands,  Egyptian Pharaohs & History   Issued 2008 
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New Digs   (cont’d from page 13) 

    
St. Vincent – New Wonders of the World              Sierra Leone - New Wonders of the World 

            Sheet of 7+label: Issued 2008              Sheetlet of 6 Different  additional s/s issued? 
                     Includes Machu Picchu, Peru and Chitzen Itza, Mexico     
 

Other New 7-Wonders souvenir sheets have been issued, Gibraltar, Scott # 1146-52 June 1, 2008 
 

     
      Spain, Funerary Urn of Apophis I #3555 and Bicha of Balazote    Special Cancel for the Spanish Archaeology Issue 
      Sculpture #3554, March 3, 2008 
 

 
Sri Lanka – Historic Artifacts, Issued  2008 
Gold plate, jewelry, artifacts from megalithic period. 
 
 
Tuvalu   (no photo available) 
Princess Di in Seti I tomb 
S/s Scott # 1029, May 1, 2007 
 
 

Updates:   

  
From July issue:Chile Scott assigned numbers 
 #1493 & #1494  Issued January 18, 2008 
 
Swaziland (April 2008 issue) 
Rock Art at Nsangwini 
Scott #778-81  Jan 22, 2008 

 
Page  # 14                                                                               The Old World Archaeologist  / October 2008 



Archaeology Today 
 

Mycenaean Warrior Used 'Imported Sword' 
A Mycenaean warrior who died in western Greece over 
3,000 years ago was the proud owner of a rare gold-
wired sword imported from the Italian peninsula, a 
senior archaeologist said. "This is a very rare discovery, 
particularly because of the gold wire wrapped around 
the hilt," archaeologist Maria Gatsi said. "To my 
knowledge, no such sword has ever been found in 
Greece," added Gatsi, head of the regional 
archaeological department of Aetoloakarnania 
prefecture.  Tests in Austria have confirmed that the 
bronze used in the 12th century BCE, 94-centimetre (37-
inch) sword came from the Italian peninsula, she said. 
The Mycenaean remains were discovered in July 2007 
near the town of Amphilochia, some 300 kms (186 
miles) west of Athens during construction work on a 
new motorway, Ionia Odos.  Archeologists also 
discovered a second bronze sword with a bone handle, a 
bronze and iron dagger, a pair of greaves (armored 
plates), an arrowhead, a spear point, a golden kylix or 
wine cup and a bronze boiler in the grave. The finds 
confirm the Mycenaeans were trading with other 
civilizations in the Mediterranean basin. The dagger is 
also considered a rare discovery because of the 
combination of metals used. Conquerors of the Minoan 
civilization, the Mycenaeans flourished between the 
17th century BCE and the 12th century BCE, occupying 
much of the Greek mainland and establishing colonies 
in Asia Minor and on Cyprus. 
Howrah.org (3 October 2008) 
 
Ancient Settlement Unearthed in Eastern Turkey 
A settlement dating back to Early Bronze Age, and 
remains of a building dating to Hittite era were 
recovered during excavations in Aslantepe, Malatya 
(Turkey), professor Marcella Frangipane, the head of 
the excavations and a lecturer at the Italian La Spienza 
University, announced.  Aslantepe was a city from 5000 
BCE to 712 BCE, until the Assyrian invasion, and was 
later abandoned for a long time. It then became a 
Roman village from 500 to 600 CE, and later the 
Byzantine necropolis.  The first palace in the world was 
built in Aslantepe in 3350 BCE. There are storage 
chambers, a corridor, a courtyard and a temple in the 
palace. 
    "We are trying to find two layers in Aslantepe dating 
back to Early Bronze Ages, and we have unearthed a 
part of a city walls dating to 2,900-2,800 BCE. This city 
wall is like an acropolis," Frangipane said.  The 
excavation team had also uncovered houses and cookers 
on the hills, which might indicate that there was a 
settlement during 3,000-2,500 BCE. Also found was a  
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structure in the north of the tumulus, dating to late 
Hittite era, Frangipane said. "There was a lion gate, 
created by lion statues unearthed during excavations 
carried out by French archeologists. These statues are 
now exhibited in the Anatolian Civilizations Museum in 
Ankara," he said.  Frangipane also said that his team 
found a big building behind the lion gate that might be 
from around 3,000-4,000 BCE. Talking about the 
palace unearthed in the area, Frangipane said, "it was 
preserved well, and the walls had original coat of paint. 
There are also very beautiful paintings on walls." 
Frangipane said that the team restored the paintings. 
The Italian professor also said that the team would 
continue its excavations in the area. 
    Aslantepe is one of the most excavated ancient sites 
in Central Anatolia. The scientific excavations initiated 
in 1932 still continue today, and have so far unearthed 
seven different layers dating back from the Calcolithic 
Age to the Romans, with the major settlement layer 
formed in the late Hittite period. 
Hot News Turkey, 19 September 2008 
 
Settlement of Istanbul Put Back 6,000 Years 
Turkish archaeologists have found artifacts showing 
that Istanbul, earlier believed to be founded 2,700 years 
ago by the Greeks as Byzantium, is 8,500 years old, 
local media said.  The Al-Watan newspaper said the 
excavations in Istanbul, which have gone on for four 
years, have uncovered four skeletons, as well as 
wooden and ceramic pieces, shedding new light on the 
history of the Turkish city.  The discovery was made 
two months ago at a depth of six meters below sea level 
at the site of an ancient settlement. Ismail Karamut, who 
directs Istanbul's Archaeological Museum, said the 
finding would force historians to rewrite the country's 
history. 
RIA Novosti (2 October 2008) 
 
Archaeologists Shed Light on Ancient 
Canaanite Burial Rituals 
The British Museum's excavation team in Sidon 
(Lebanon) declared the end of its mission for 2008 at 
the 'Freres' excavation site near the southern port city's 
fortress. "Sidon is a remarkable archaeological city 
where we have found that economics and religion are 
closely related," archaeology expert and field supervisor 
Claude Doumet Serhal said. "And for the first time, we 
have discovered ways of burying the dead during the 
Canaanite period i.e. 3,000 years BCE and 
the accompanying ceremonial religious rituals." 
      According to Serhal, excavation works have lasted 
more than two months this year. "We have expanded  
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Archaeology Today 
Canaanite Burial Rituals  (cont’d) 
our work for a better understanding of the historic era. 
Our discoveries included eight rooms and 25 ware-
houses containing pottery and burnt wheat," she said. 
"But what surprised us," she added, "was the discovery 
of melted bronze material which indicated that the old 
Bronze Age existed before the Canaanite period." 
      Serhal also said her team had unearthed 92 graves 
where children and teenagers were found buried in jars, 
in addition to warriors along with their spears, knives 
and arrows that dated to 2,000 years BCE.  "We have 
also discovered the old oven known as 'Tannour' and a 
pestle to grind cereals.  Some of the ovens discovered 
contained bones of goats, birds and fish representing the 
gifts that had been offered for the dead at the time.” The 
Freres site also included a four-meter-wide building of 
which we have discovered the ruins of five rooms so 
far, which were also related to the religious rituals of 
that period. Some 300 broken earthen plates and 600 
lamps of the Canaanite period were also unearthed. 
The Daily Star Lebanon (4 September 2008) 
 
Portal to Maya Underworld Found in Mexico? 
A labyrinth filled with stone temples and pyramids in 
14 caves—some underwater—have been uncovered on 
Mexico's Yucatán Peninsula, archaeologists announced 
last week.  The discovery has experts wondering 
whether Maya legend inspired the construction of the 
underground complex—or vice versa. 
     According to Maya myth, the souls of the dead had 
to follow a dog with night vision on a horrific and 
watery path and endure myriad challenges before they 
could rest in the afterlife.  In one of the recently found 
caves, researchers discovered a nearly 300-foot (90-
meter) concrete road that ends at a column standing in 
front of a body of water.  "We have this pattern now of 
finding temples close to the water—or under the water, 
in this most recent case," said Guillermo de Anda, lead 
investigator at the research sites.   "These were probably 
made as part of a very elaborate ritual," de Anda said. 
"Everything is related to death, life, and human 
sacrifice."  
     Stretching south from southern Mexico, through 
Guatemala, and into northern Belize, the Maya culture 
had its heyday from about A.D. 250 to 900, when the 
civilization mysteriously collapsed.  Archaeologists 
excavating the temples and pyramids in the village of  
Tahtzibichen, in Mérida, the capital of Yucatán state, 
said the oldest item they found was a 1,900-year-old 
vessel. Other uncovered earthenware and sculptures 
dated to A.D. 750 to 850.  "There are stones, huge 
columns, and sculptures of priests in the caves," said de  

Anda, whose team has been working on the Yucatán 
Peninsula for six months.  "There are also human 
remains and ceramics," he said.  
     Researchers said the ancient legend described in part 
in the sacred book Popul Vuh tells of a tortuous journey 
through oozing blood, bats, and spiders, that souls had 
to make in order to reach Xibalba, the underworld.  
"Caves are natural portals to other realms, which could 
have inspired the Mayan myth. They are related to 
darkness, to fright, and to monsters," de Anda said, 
adding that this does not contradict the theory that the 
myth inspired the temples.  William Saturno, a Maya 
expert at Boston University, believes the maze of 
temples was built after the story.  "I'm sure the myths 
came first, and the caves reaffirmed the broad time-and-
space myths of the Mayans," he said.  Saturno said the 
discovery of the temples underwater indicates the 
significant effort the Maya put into creating these 
portals. 
Alexis Okeowo in México City for National Geographic 
News August 22, 2008 
 
High-Tech Imaging for Ancient Dead Sea 
Scrolls 
Israeli authorities unveiled a new initiative Wednesday 
to better preserve and expand access to the ancient Dead 
Sea Scrolls, using high-tech digital imaging to shed new 
light on the 2,000-year-old texts.  Over the next two 
years, the Israel Antiquities Authority will digitally 
photograph and scan every bit of crumbling parchment 
and papyrus that makes up the scrolls, which include 
the oldest written record of the Bible’s Old Testament. 
The images will be posted on the Internet for anyone to 
see.  It is widely believed that the first set of Dead Sea 
Scrolls was discovered in 1947 by a Bedouin shepherd 
who ventured into a cave in the Judean Desert in search 
of a lost sheep or goat. Eventually, 11 caves were found 
to contain scrolls some dating back more than 2000 yrs.  
CNN  August 27th, 2008 
 
Oetzi Legal Battle Over 
A 17-year legal battle over the 5300-year-old 'iceman' 
found in the Italian Alps has finally been settled. 
German hikers Helmut and Erika Simon found the 
remains of the man, later named Oetzi, in the province 
of Bolzano and alerted local authorities to the 
discovery. But district officials refused to pay the 
Simons an adequate finder's fee, which under Italian 
law is 25 percent of the discovery's value.  Lawyers for 
the couple argued the discovery had contributed 
millions of euros in income from added tourism 
business while Bolzano Council claimed they had 
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Archaeology Today 
Oetzi Legal Battle Over    (cont’d) 
footed the bill for Oetzi's excavation and provided an expensive climate-controlled home for the iceman.  After  
appealing a 2006 ruling in favor of the Simons, the province finally agreed to a payout of 150,000 euros ($250,000) 
overnight.But the ruling came too late for Mr Simon; he died in a mountaineering accident in 2004. 
National Nine News (30 September 2008) 
 
Oetzi the Iceman dressed like a herdsman 

 
#2422, Scott9/19/2001 
 

A famous Neolithic Iceman is dressed in clothes made from sheep and cattle hair, a new 
study shows. The researchers say their findings support the idea that the Iceman was a 
herdsman, and that their technique has use in the modern clothing industry. 
      The social and cultural background of the Iceman, dubbed Oetzi, has been the subject 
of much debate since his mummified remains were discovered in an Alpine glacier in 
1991. Although his clothes were known to be made of animal skins, their exact origin was 
uncertain.  This new study focuses on hair samples taken from Oetzi's coat, leggings and 
moccasin shoes. "We found that the hairs came from sheep and cattle, just the types of 
animals that herdsmen care for during their seasonal migrations," says lead researcher 
Klaus Hollemeyer of Saarland University in Germany.   
   The researchers analyzed hair samples in excess of 5,000 years old using MALDITOF 
mass spectrometry. This allowed them to study patterns of peptides of fermented proteins 
  

present in the ancient hair and compare them with those of modern day animals. They found that Oetzi's coat and 
leggings were made from sheep's fur, whilst his moccasins were of cattle origin. 
      The researchers believe that MALDITOF mass spectrometry may be faster and more reliable than methods 
based on DNA analysis and that  it could be applied in archaeology and evolutionary biology. "This method could, 
for example, be used in checking the purity of products made from animal hair, such as pullovers and jackets made 
of Cashmere wool," says Hollemeyer. 
EurekAlert! (20 August 2008) 
 
Six Months to Save Lascaux Cave Art 
Experts believe that up to half of the prehistoric art in the Lascaux caves (France) is at risk. Efforts to combat a 
fungal invasion have been unsuccessful. Meanwhile UNESCO has threatened to humiliate France by placing the 
Lascaux caves known as the 'Sistine Chapel of prehistory' on its list of endangered sites of universal importance. 
The UNESCO world heritage committee has given the French government six months to report on the success of 
its efforts to save the Lascaux cave paintings in Dordogne from an ugly, and potentially destructive, invasion of 
grey and black fungi. At the same time, a scientific committee appointed by the French government has conceded 
that an elaborate treatment with a new fungicide in January failed to stop the mould advancing through one part of 
the caves. An independent pressure group of scientists and historians claims that up to half of the startlingly 
beautiful, 17,000-year-old images of bison, horses, wild cattle and ibex are now threatened by the fungal invasion, 
the second of its kind in eight years. 
      The heritage committee requested France to open Lascaux, which has been closed to the public since 1963 to a 
visit by independent experts.  It also advised France to commission an 'impact study' of all past, and possible future, 
actions in the caves since the first fungal invasion in 2001-02. Officials from the French government's department  
of historic monuments and experts from all over the world have been quarrelling for years over the best way to 
preserve the Lascaux paintings. An independent body, the International Committee for the Protection of Lascaux, 
infuriated Paris by asking UNESCO to intervene  last September. The French authorities initially denied that 
the Lascaux paintings themselves had been attacked by the second fungal invasion. They later admitted to some 
blotching on the paintings but no lasting damage. The independent protection committee, citing information from 
experts who have visited the caves, insist that some of the images have been irreparably blurred or that their colors 
have faded.  A treatment with fungicide in January appeared to have been successful at first but the black and grey 
blotches are now spreading once again across  one part of the paintings, according to an official statement. Marie-
Anne Sire, the head curator of Lascaux,said that the news was disappointing but progress was being made. Studies 
had revealed that the air, which used to circulate in the caves had become immobile. This might explain the fungal 
outbreaks and to offer a possible solution, she said. 
Washington Post (1 July 2008), The Independent (12 July 2008) 
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Club News 
 
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
How many stamp shows do you attend per year?  How many are local?  We have flyers and membership 
applications available to be put out of club tables.  We can send them to you by mail and also email so you can print 
however many you need when you need them.  Contact your editor for information:  philate@ix.netcom.com or 
editor@owasu.org.  
 
New World Columnist Wanted:  Since there is no longer a Meso-American archaeology study unit, we have 
been talking about adding some information about the Americas.  The Maya script has been deciphered.  Inca and 
Maya sites have been portrayed on stamps, especially since the New Seven Wonders.  Article/column will run 2-3 
pages twice yearly.  Would like to do April and October 2009 to see how it works out.  Contact the editor. 
 
From the Web Site: 

 
HELP WANTED!  WEBMASTER 
Knowledge of archaeology not necessary, knowledge of internet is.  To maintain already established website. 
Due to too many commitments, Fran Adams has been forced to retire from the position of webmaster.  You may 
have noticed that our website was not updated for a few months.  Fran had a serious crash of all his files and is still 
slowly rebuilding.  He had asked me some time ago to look for a webmaster volunteer but nobody has come 
forward.  If you have any web experience please contact the editor or fran@franadams.com.   
 
SECRETARY/TREASURER 
We are still looking for someone to fill the position of Secretary/Treasurer which Merle Farrington and I have been 
sharing the last few years.  It doesn’t require much work; annual reports to the ATA and APS to keep their records 
current for contact information and numbers for membership and advise the officers of the bank balance and 
expenses in October and February.  Why those months?  Because the dues notice goes out in October thus that is 
our financial low point.  By February we have an idea what we can spend for the year.  Of course, if we actually 
have a secretary, there will be more involved.  Promotional notices to the philatelic press; which your editor often 
has no time to do.   
 
APS Spampshow in Hartford 
The Old World Archaeologist garnered a Silver among 
very stiff competition.  Among the recommendations is 
that a Table of Contents be added, to drop any 
references to the Americas and to cover more older 
material.   
    As editor I must make my decisions on what to cover 
based on the desires of the membership rather than on 
any literature competition.  This journal exists to serve 
you, the members.  Please remember to fill out the 
questionnaire with your dues renewal as I make 
decisions what to cover based on what I receive as 
feedback.  Also this is one of the few journals to use 11 
pt type, others use 12 pt which is larger but I would 

have to either cut 2 pages to conform to postal rates or 
pay more postage or use less color. 
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