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Cartouche     Serakh 
 

       
Serakhs of  

A cartouche is an oval ring that contains the name of a king or queen.  It first 
appears in the 4th dynasty.  Before that time the king’s name was written in a 
rectangular frame called a serakh.  There are clues to be found in the king’s name.   
On the top of the early serakh is pictured a falcon.  He is the god Horus.  King Den 
of the first dynasty added the title, King of Upper and Lower Egypt.   
 
In the 2nd dynasty, King Peribsen eliminated Horus and replaced him with the 
Seth-animal.  This could be interpreted as an internal political change and a victory 
of the Seth people over the former Hawk people, or a religious victory of the Seth 
priestly group over the Horus priestly faction.  King Peribsen also lowered the title 
“King of Upper and Lower Egypt”. 

Sekhemib-Peribsen  
 

    
Egypt #1460  The Pyramid Builders, Oct 7, 1971                  Khasehemwy  
 

All was not peaceful until King 
Khasehemwy came to power and put both 
Horus and the Seth-animal together on top 
of his serakh and raised the hieroglyph of 
“King of Upper and Lower Egypt” back 
to its original place.  Horus was back on 
top by the 3rd dynasty.   
 
I believe the symbols represent a struggle 
for power between the ruling class and the 
priestly class.  His serakh is at left. 
 

King names are also found on the Royal Annals.  I found a mistake in the translation of the 44th Delta King.  It was 
translated as “Desiow”, “A Sword is His Inheritance”.  Swords were not known in pre-dynastic days.  However, the 
story of the early kings do not rightfully enter this article because there are no stamps with a cartouche before the 
4th dynasty time period.  Egyptian history has many hidden stories. Stamps can lead you to the stories if you just 
look. 
 
The earliest cartouche found on a stamp belongs to King Khufu of the 4th dynasty. 
 

(continued on page 3)
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From the Editor: 
  
I hope everyone likes Sidney Schlain’s article on Cartouches.  
It took me a long time to find a publication that had all those 
drawings in it.  I found a site on the internet and had 
cartouches listed under each dynasty, and promptly lost it, of 
course.  I am no artist, and must thank Amelia Emerson for 
her artwork for the cartouches. 
 
Those of you who read mysteries set in ancient Egypt would 
be familiar with Mrs. Emerson, for those who are not, she is a 
fictional character invented by Ms. Barbara Mertz, a prolific 
author under several names. 
 
If you wanted to find your way to the Tut exhibit at the 
Franklin Institute, you simply followed the hieroglyphs! Easy!  
They spell out “Tutankhamen” along the floor – a Cartouche! 
 
Our next distinguished visitor, who will have arrived long 
before you get this issue, is Lucy.  She will be arriving from 
Ethiopia and staying in Houston, Texas for a few months 
before moving on.  As I write this, I am still working on 
obtaining her schedule. 
 
While we are wishing Jamestown and Happy 400th Birthday, I 
was recently reminded that St. Augustine (Florida) is 
celebrating its 442nd Birthday.  For all that matters, the town I 
live in is more than 350 years old, and we have a Historic 
Section where we put all the hundred+ year old farmhouses 
and buildings.  I don’t know how old New York City is, but I 
should considering I went to school there.  I’ll have to look 
that one up.  Dutch, of course, the English won it in a war. 
 
I have also attended a lecture by Dr. Zahi Hawass at the 
University of Pennsylvania last September.  He spoke about 
one of my favorite Queens in history, Hatshepsut.   
 
I understand London is the place to be for ancient 
civilizations; both the King Tut and Terracotta Soldiers of 
Emperor Qin will be there, expected to open in the fall. 
 
For those of you who actually compare issue numbers and 
whole numbers.  I’m not good at that, I received a comment 
that these numbers were off so on this issue, which is the 4th of 
volume 27, I multiplied 27 x 4 and got the whole number.  
Since I took over this journal after no publication was done for 
3 years, the original numbering system is off.  This is why we 
are 30 years old and on volume 27.   Since I used the same 
boilerplate from issue to issue, I usually manage to change the 
month before printing the issue.  Unlike the website, we don’t 
give prizes if you find an error. 

Caroline 



  
 
Cartouche! 
By Sidney Schlain      (continued from page 1) 
 

               
   Khufu          Khafre          Menkanre     Shelseskaf   
 

There are six complete and partial cartouches on the Pyramid 
Builders stamp.  We will deal with the complete cartouches. 
On the left is King Khufu (aka Cheops).  He had the largest 
pyramid built on the Giza plateau.  The pyramid is surround-
ed by mastaba-tombs containing family members and nobles 
who served him. 
 
Cheops is the Greek version of King Khufu, also known as 
Khnum Khufu.  He was the son of King Snefern and Queen 
Hatepheres.  He reigned for 24 years and had built the largest 
pyramid on the Giza plateau for his burial.  It contains 
2,300,000 blocks of stone with an average weight of 2½ tons. 
 

   
Khufu  
 

Little is known about Khufu.  There is only one surviving portrait of the king.  It is a tiny 
ivory piece that was found in two parts at Abydos.  His funeral boat was buried beside the 
Great Pyramid.  Every plank was sewn, not nailed.  Khufu’s name was compounded with that 
of Khnum, a ram-headed creator god from the Aswan region.  There is a story of Cheops and 
the Magician told in the Westcar Papyrus. 
 
The second cartouche belongs to King Khafre (aka Chephren – Greek name).  His pyramid is 
the second largest at Giza.  It is also believed that his face is on the great Sphinx.   There exists 
a larger than life statue of King Khafre made from diorite. 

The third cartouche on the stamp is incomplete. 
 

    

 
The fourth cartouche belongs to King Menkanre (aka Mycerinas – Greek name).  His 
pyramid is the smallest of the three pyramids at Giza.  In the temple below the 
pyramid were several stone groups of his consort and the gods and goddess of the 
districts of Egypt.  Some people believe there were 42 of them representing every 
nome in Egypt. 

Khafre (left)     
&   Menkanre  
 

 
Shelseskaf 

 
The fifth cartouche belongs to King Shelseskaf, who reigned for 4 years.  He built a large stone 
mastaba-tomb at Saqqara.  He lost the battle for control of Egypt to the priestly class and it was 
the end of the 4th dynasty.  There is a statue of his head wearing the crown of Upper Egypt in the 
Freer Gallery in Washington.  His queen, Bu-nefer conducted the ceremonies at his funeral which 
should have been done by a brother or son. 
 
Shepseskaf’s son in law recorded in his tomb that the king allowed him to kiss his feet rather than 
the ground before the king’s feet as was the custom.  Upon the death of Shepseskaf the cult of Re 
emerged.   

 
The 5th dynasty kings became “Son of Re”, a devine son; not a supreme divine person.  The seat of government 
shifted from Memphis to Heliopolis.  The advance of the priests was resisted by the king.  The king rewarded 
officers and political people with grants of land.  Nomarchs and other groups exploited their power and no longer 
referred to the king.  Central power failed. 
 
 
Page  # 3                                                                                     The Old World Archaeologist  / October 2007



  
 
 Cartouche! 
By Sidney Schlain      (continued from page 3) 
 

  
Egypt 1503, Sesostris I/ Senusert  
 

King Sesostris of the 12th dynasty, who was also known as 
Kheperkare and Sewnwosret I or Senusert, is depicted on #1503.  He 
is wearing the white crown of Upper Egypt.  The double cartouche 
does not show glyphs above the cartouche.  However, the illustration 
next to the stamp does.  Over the left cartouche is the title for “King 
of Upper and Lower Egypt”, over the right cartouche is the title “Son 
of Re”.  This title is seen as a demotion from the earlier kings who 
were considered gods, to kings that are related to gods. 
 
King Sesostris I took control when his father, Ammenemes I, died 
suddenly.  He moved the government from Thebes to a new capital 
called Itj-towy (seiser of the two lands).  It was a geopolitical move 
from where he could control the Faiyum and the Delta.  The location

of Itj-towy is unknown but believed to be near Lisht.  That is where Sesostris I built his pyramid. 
 
The pyramid was built of mud bricks and faced with white limestone.  Unfortunately it was built on land that had a 
high water level and the tomb was eventually damaged.  Other kings of the 12th dynasty built their residences in or 
near Itj-towy and built their pyramids at Itj-towy, Dashur, Illahun and Hawara. 
 
King Sesostris I had a standing army and large wealth which allowed him to keep the nomearchy under control.  He 
was kept busy defending his lands from invasions from the east and south.  He lead an expedition to Korosko which 
was one end of the trade route to Abu Hamed in Sudan.  Later he lead an expedition into Kush.  Sesostris I 
established a fortress at Buhen at the second cataract  to protect the trade routes from Nubia.   
 

  
#1504 Amememhet III, Jan 2, 1993 
 

King Ammenemes III (aka Ammenemhet III or Nymare) depicted on 
#1504, was also part of the 12th dynasty.  His rule was filled with great 
accomplishments.  He sent expeditions to quarries and mines in the eastern 
desert, lower Nubia and Sinai.  An official, Sobkerhed set up a stella and 
offering table in the Sinai during the 44th year of the reign of Ammenemes 
III..  He set up a fortress at Semna at the second cataract.  Like the 
American Indians trading at Army forts the Nubians traded at the Egyptian 
forts. 
 
A nilometer was set up at Semna to record the Nile high point each year.  
In 3000 years the Nile has dropped nearly 30 feet.  Ammenemes III also 
completed the Fayum Dam. 

Bisson de la Roque uncovered a set of copper caskets from the foundation of a temple near Top in upper Egypt.  
They were deposited by Amen-em-het III (Ammenemes III) and contained Babylonian cylinder seals, silver cups 
and ingots of gold, silver and lead.    
 

   

King Hur I (aka Hor) of the 13th dynasty is depicted on #1505.  King Hur I reigned in 
what is known as the second intermediate period.  He is the only Pharaoh found from 
that period.  In his pyramid was found the wooden Ka statue pictured on the stamp.  
The burial chamber also contained the mummy of King Hur I.  It had been broken into 
and the jewels removed but left behind were his flails, scepters and staffs.  They were 
made of wood and of no value to the robbers. 
 
Heiroglyphs in the chamber show animals incomplete so they could not come alive 
and harm the mummy or run from the spell.  The pyramid was opened and excavated 
by Jaccques de Morgan in the 1890s. 

Egypt #1505 Hur I, 
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Cartouche! 
By Sidney Schlain      (continued from page 4) 
 
King Amenhotep III  (aka Neb-Maat-Re or Amenophis III – Greek name), is depicted on #1547.  The author 
believes it is probably Rameses II depicted on the stamp rather than Amenhotep III.  The image is taken from a 
brown quartzite head, wearing a war helmet, which is in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
 

   
Egypt 1547 Amenhotep III, Jan 2, 1994 
 

 
Amenhotep III and his wife Queen Tiye succeeded his father Tuthmose  
IV.  His empire stretched from Kavoy in the Jordan to Nahavin in 
western Asia.  At home all was peaceful and prosperous.  He had an 
extensive building program during his 35-year reign, 1405-1370BC.  
He had great temples built in Luxor and a temple at Soleb.  The colossi 
of Memnon are statues of Amenhotep III at Thebes, his capital.  They 
originally guarded his temple. 
 
Amenhotep III used mercenary troops from the Sudan as both police 
and regular army.  He did make a punitive offense into the Sudan 
during his 5th year. 

To secure his Asiatic borders, he would marry daughters of Asiatic kings.  The mummy of Amenhotep III had teeth 
worn down to the pulp and must have caused constant pain.  This was due to eating stone ground bread and sand 
getting into the food. 
 
Victor Lovet found the body of Amenhotep III.  The mummy was reburied in the 21st dynasty in a coffin whose 
bottom was made for Ramses III and whose lid was redone for Seti I.  A small inscription on the bandages state that 
he was reburied in year twelve, sixth day of the third month of winter. 
 
The picture on #1548 (below) is not likely Queen Hatshepsut.  It is a statue of a bare-chested man. 
 

 
Egypt 1548, Hatshepsut, Jan 2, 1994 
 

Queen Hatshepsut (#1548) reigned from 1503-1482BC, during the 18th 
dynasty.  Hatshepsut was the wife and half sister to Tuthmosis II. He died 
at a young age and his very young son, Tuthmosis III became king, and 
Hatshepsut became regent.  In the second year of his reign she asserted her 
personal claim to the throne, thus she had complete control of all Egypt. 
 
Queen Hatshepsut sent an expedition to Punt.  Five ships sailed down the 
Nile through a canal in the Delta into the Red Sea.  They collected myrrh 
and living trees plus other trade goods.   
 
About 1482BC Tuthmosis III re-established himself as King regnant.   
What ever went wrong caused the name of Hatshepsut to be removed 

wherever it existed.  There is a question whether Tuthmosis III murdered Queen Hatshepsut. 
 
There is a funerary temple of Hatshepsut at Deir-el-Bahri that was built by her architect and advisor, Senemut, who 
was also tutor for her daughter Neferure.  The temple was constructed on the edge of the cultivation of the Valley 
of the Kings and connected by a long causeway with a mortuary temple of very unusual design.  It was built into 
the cliff.  This temple consists of a series of open terraces with colonnades with the tomb situated in the cliff 
behind. 
 
Hatshepsut’s tomb was discovered by Theodore Davis and Howard Carter in 1903.  It had been opened a long time 
ago.  The tomb was blocked by rubble and stones which solidified.  It was more than 200 yards long and nearly 100 
yards deep.  The burial chamber contained a red quartzite sarcophagus inscribed for Hatshepsut.  The body was not 
found.  There was also a sarcophagus for her father, Tuthmosis I. 
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Cartouche! 
By Sidney Schlain      (continued from page 5) 
 
In 1881 royal mummies were found in a “Cachet”.  They included the body of Tuthmosis and two female bodies 
without coffins.  One may be Queen Hatshepsut.  One of the canopic chests contained her liver.  A DNA test may 
answer the question of which body belongs to Queen Hatshepsut. (* see Editor’s note at end) 
  

 
#1549, Thutmosis III, Jan 2, 1994 
 

In about 1482 BC, Tuthmosis III re-established himself in the 21st year of 
his nominal reign.  At about this time a great revolt of subject Princes 
occurred in Syria and the Egyptian garrisons withdrew to Palestine.  General 
Djehuty with his Egyptian forces failed to take Joppa (Jaffa) in Palestine by 
direct assault but did capture the city by inserting 200 soldiers, hidden in 
baskets, inside the walls.  Reacting with great vigor in 1481 BC he defeated 
the rebelling princes at Megiddo.  He followed that up by extending his 
control across the Euphrates and northward to the border of the Hittite 
Empire. He put the control of the area in the hands of local princes who 
could be trusted.  Their efforts were reported back by Egyptian envoys. 

Next Tuthmosis III extended his southern limits beyond the fourth cataract in the Sudan.  He established a fort and 
trading center at Napata.  His efforts developed trade with other areas and they would exchange embassies.  The 
economy of Egypt flourished and a building program expanded.  Sandstone of good quality was found on both 
sides of the Nile at Gebel-es-Silsila which could easily be transported to Thebes.  Thutmosis III had a Victory 
Hymn carved on a stela and placed in a temple at Karnak.  Part of it is clearly poetical. (political?) 
  
In 1881 the body of Tuthmosis III was found in a coffin, with many other kings in an area known as Deir el Bahri.  
Originally he was buried in the Valley of the Kings.  His body was plundered and rewrapped by 21st Dynasty 
embalmers and reburied in the tomb at Deir el Bahri.  When Emile Brugsch, Masperi’s assistant, unwrapped 
Tuthmosis III he found the head separated from the body.  The legs and arms disarticulated and the feet broken off 
at the ankles. 
  

  
Egypt 1579 Akhenaten, Jan 2, 1995 

King Amenhotep IV (aka Amenophis IV), Scott #1579, changed his name 
to Akhenaten.  With peaceful conditions, Amenhotep IV adheared to an 
extensive building program.  The temple of Luxor was beautiful in 
appearance.  When Amenhotep III’s eldest son (Tutmosis) died, his 
youngest son, Amenhotep became pharaoh.  He did not take care of 
foreign affairs.  Subversive movement among dependent princes caused 
incursions into friendly territories. Pharaohs in the past gave land to the 
priesthood in large amounts and the priests gained a lot of power, and that 
was the problem.  

 
In a power struggle Amenhotep IV broke from the priests of Amun and established the belief in Aten, the solar 
disk.  The problem was resolved by moving the capital from Thebes to Akhetaten  (known today as El Amarna).  
He changed his name to Akhenaten.  With the support of his wife Nefertiti, and party followers he promoted the 
new religion.  Akhenaten reigned for 17 years.   
 
Later Queen Nefertiti and the priesthood of Amun undermined the new religion and Akhenaton co-reigned with 
Smenkhere for his last two years.  Queen Nefertiti (#1581) was the wife of Akhenaten.  They had 6 daughters.  
Akhenaten kept a harem and it is believed that Tutankhamen is his son by a lesser wife, believed to be Kiya. 
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Cartouche! 
By Sidney Schlain      (continued from page 6) 
 

          
Egypt, Scott #1581,  Tutankhaten   Tutankhamen   Ankhesenpaton   Anksenamun 
Nefertiti, Jan 2, 1995     Cartouches above are Tutankhamen & his wife 

Later Queen Nefertiti and the priesthood of 
Amun undermined the new religion and 
Akhenaton co-reigned with Smenkhere for 
his last two years.   
 
Queen Nefertiti (#1581) was the wife of 
Akhenaten.  They had 6 daughters.  
Akhenaten kept a harem and it is believed 
that Tutankhamen is his son by a lesser wife, 
believed to be Kiya. 

 

  

 
King Tutankhamen, nee Tutankhaten, (Scott #1580) succeeded to the 
throne upon the death of King Smenkhkare  who survived Akhenaten by 
a few months.  He was probably 9 years old and reigned for 9 or 10 
years.  Tutankhamen abandoned the worship of the Aten and returned to 
Thebes and the worship of Amun.  He married Ankhesenaten, daughter 
of Akhenaten, who then changed her name to Ankhesenamun.  Because 
Tutankhamen was well under age he had a regency headed by Ay  and 
General Horemheb, who would succeed him. 

Egypt #1580, Tutankhamen, Jan 2 1995 
 
Belguim #B903 contains a sculpture of King Tutankhamen and his 
cartouche.  The cartouche on the left reads “Ra [the sun god] brings 
all into being”.  In the stamp, the cartouche on the right reads “Amun 
Tut Ankh ruler of On, of Upper Egypt”.  
 
When reading a cartouche you first look at the animals.  If they are 
facing left, you read from left to right, if facing right, you read from 
right to left. 
 
Venda #66 “History of Writing” Heieroglyphs 1300BC contains 3 
cartouches.  The two on the left belong to King Tutankhamen.  The 
one on the right should be a royal name.  I read it as “Amun Life if of 
Him (?)” I do not know the last word. 
 

     
Belgium B903          Venda #66 Hieroglyphs 
June 23, 1973           1300 BC, May 11, 1983

     
Egypt 577, 10/31/62    Rameses II Cartouche 
 
Page 7                      

Queen Nefertari was the wife of 
Rameses II.  He built 2 temples at the 
southern border, the Temples of Abu 
Simbel; one dedicated to himself as a 
god and the other smaller temple to 
honor Nefertari.  Scott #577 shows 
Nefertari being crowned by goddesses 
Isis and Hathor.  On her head are the 
plumes and disk of Hathor.  The 
cartouche is not clear enough to 
identify.  I have a picture of the lower 
part of Nefertari’s cartouche.  It does 
not agree with the cartouche on #577. 
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Cartouche! 
By Sidney Schlain      (continued from page 7) 
 

  
Gabon CB1, Rameses II offering to Gods, Wadi es Sebua,  
March 9, 1964, Gods: Amum, Re-Horatky, Ptah & Himself. 

Gabon #BC1 shows Rameses paying homage to four 
gods at Wadi-es Sebua.  The cartouche on the left is 
correct, but the one on the right is wrong.  It is more 
likely Rameses IX.  
 
Rameses ruled from the Delta, moving the royal 
residence from Thebes to PiRameses in the eastern 
Delta.  However, the administrative capital remained 
Thebes. 

 
Rameses II was the son of Sethos I (aka Seti I) and was co-regent with him for a short 
time.  He opened an attack on the Hittites in his 4th year.  Rameses claimed a great victory 
in a battle at Kadesh but it was probably a draw.  In his 21st year he concluded a treaty 
with Khattushilish, King of the Hittites.  Rameses married the eldest daughter of 
Khattushilish to seal the treaty. 
 
Rameses II campaigned in Nubia and clashed with sea-raiders knows as the Sherden.  Yet 
most of his reign of 67 years was peaceful and knows for its building program.  The rock 
temples at Abu Simbel are considered among his greatest works.  He was fair skinned 
with red hair and is said to have had 200 children.  His 13th son, Merenptah, succeeded 
him. 
 
(*Eds. Note:  Per article in July issue of OWA, Archaeology Today, Hatshepsut’s mummy has been found.  She is now in the 
Museum in Cairo.  This information was not confirmed at the time Mr. Schlain wrote and submitted this article.) 
 

President’s Message 
(Merle’s Musings) 
 
I recently attended the first meeting of my local stamp club this fall.  It has been 35 years since I first joined the 
group, with some members enrolled far longer.  I reflected on how pleasant it is to have some one to share your 
hobby with, especially when your family has no interest.  Not only do I search for material for myself at stamp 
shows, but also for my friends.  They return the favor from time to time. 
 
I hope that you all have family or friends to share your interests, including stamp collecting, as life is definitely 
more pleasant when shared.  

Merle Farrington 
 
Lucy, Hadar, Ethiopia 

 

A reasonably complete 3.2 million year old skeleton was found in Hadar, Ethiopia 
by Donald Johanson in 1974. Says Johanson; "I glanced over my right shoulder, 
light glinted off a bone. I knelt down for a closer look. This time I knew at once I 
was looking at a hominid elbow. Everywhere we looked on the slope around us we 
saw more bones lying on the surface. Here was a hominid skeleton." 
The find was celebrated at the camp until the next morning. "We must have been a 
curious sight to the nomads in the desert, said Johanson, "Our work tent aglow with 
butane lamps and the music of "Lucy in the Sky with diamonds" blasting from a 
cassette player." Inspired by the song, they affectionately named the partial skeleton 
"Lucy".     
Thanks to Fran Adams, our webmaster (www.owasu.org), I “stole” this little tid-bit from our website. 
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Volubulis, Morocco UNESCO Site 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
Volubulis was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997.  Located in present day Morocco, it appears 
on the stamps of French Morocco.  In Roman times this area was known as Mauritania. 
 

 
Roman Ruins Volubilis French Morocco 
Scott #113, issued 1923-7 also exists 
imperf 

 
Volubilis was a Roman settlement constructed on what was probably a 
Carthaginian city, dating from 3rd century BC. The city became an 
important outpost of the Roman Empire and was graced with many fine 
buildings. Extensive remains of these survive in the archaeological site, 
located in a fertile agricultural area. Volubilis was later briefly to become 
the capital of King Idris I, founder of the Idrisid dynasty, who is buried at 
nearby Moulay Idris; Morocco’s most important Islamic City, where no 
“infidels” may enter. 

 
Volubilis was a central administrative city for this part of Roman Africa, responsible for grain production in this 
fertile region, and exports to Rome. Volubilis was also administering contacts with the Berber tribes which the 
Romans never managed to suppress, but who only cooperated with the Romans for mutual benefits. 
Unlike so many other Roman cities, Volubilis was not abandoned after the Romans lost their foothold in this part of 
Africa. Even the Latin language survived for centuries, and as not replaced before the Arabs conquered North 
Africa in the late 7th century. 
 

    
Arch of Triumph of Caracalla at Volubilis, French Morocco 
#CB40-CB41,  issued Sept 25, 1950 surtax for army welfare 
work     

Volubilis was first abandoned in the 18th 
century, when it was demolished in order to 
provide building materials for the construction 
of the palaces of Moulay Ismail in nearby 
Meknes.  If that demolishing had not occurred, 
Volubilis could have become one of the best 
preserved Roman sites anywhere. 

    
Example of Mosaics found on floors                        Algeria #591, Winter 
               Restored Floor Mosaic 
               Issued April 21, 1977 

 
The main area of Volubilis, and the only 
area that really attracts visitors, both 
Moroccan and foreign, is no more than 
800 x 600 meters (measured by the walls). 
If you carry a good guide book, none of 
the guides at the gate are needed. Much of 
the best excavations have been moved to 
the Archaeological Museum close to the 
royal palace in Rabat, but Volubilis offers 
ruins of quite good quality, and about 30 
high quality mosaics that still stand in 
their original place. 
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New Digs 
 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 

 
Visoko region from neolithic period 
Issue date unknown – July 2007? 
 
Ecuador 

      
 

 
May 10, 2007  
Megaterio and Smilodon stamps 
 
Egypt 

 
July 16, 2007 Diplomatic Relations w/ Nepal 
 
Page # 10 

 
Greece 

 
Date of issue unknown -- 2007 
Greek Mythology Asclepios - Joint w/ Spain S/S  
 
Greece 

 
Greece – Personalized with Ancient Ruins s/s. 
March 12, 1007;  Scott #2290-6, s/s #2296a 
Center:  Artemis,  Acropolis,  Kore Phrassikleia 
 

 
Greece, April 25, 2007 
The Cultural Year of Greece in China 
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New Digs     (continued) 
 
Israel 

 
June 20, 2007  World Heritage Sites  
UNESCO Emblem in tabs  Maxicards available. 
l to r; Akko, Masada, TelAviv. 
 
Italy 

    
 

   
April 13, 2007 
Tourism – Archaeological Sites; Cattolica  
Eraclea,  Massafra, Gaeta, Brunico-Bruneck 
 
Macedonia 

 
Jan, 31, 2007  
Cultural Heritage - Kokino  
Observatory mould for ritual axe 
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Nepal 

 
July 24, 2007 
50 Years Nepal-Egypt Diplomatic Relations 
 
Portugal 

 
Portugal July 7 2007 

   
New Seven Wonders of the World Souvenir Sheet  
Issued  July 7, 2007 
 
There are also sheets of 7 stamps for each of the 7 New 
Wonders. Each sheet contains one label.   
 
There are also 3 different sheets depicting the 21 
finalists.  All issued by Portugal.  Then if each country 
issues stamps for their own “wonders”, well, Mexico is 
depicted near the end of these New Digs. 
 
For those of you who collect the 7 Wonders of the 
Ancient World, now you have plenty more to add to 
that collection.   
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New Digs     (continued) 
 
St. Thomas & Prince Islands 

 
Minerals: Celestine, Sulfur, Pyragyrite and  
Othoclase/Adularia along with Prehistoric Man. 
 

         
 

       
   Turkey    March 30, 2007 
   Anatolian Civilizations (Hittites)

  Mexico 

 
issue date unknown – 2007  (probably July) Chichén Itzá is a New7Wonder of the World 

 
Pitcairn Islands 

 
July 13, 2007, Scott #649, Rock Carvers 
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Unusual Findings 
These are yet to be categorized 
 

 

The item at left was found on the Egyptian Study Circle site.   
It depicts the god Thoth and a computer.  I had never seen this 
stamp before although by the frame you can tell it’s from King 
Farooq’s day.  Wait a minute, the PC was not around at that 
time.  So I contacted OWASU member Mary Rathbone of 
Keimar Stamps expressing my dilemma.   
 

 
Mary assures me that it is a bogus stamp.  “Definitely a bogus.  Cute as you say.  I can't believe how many 
"odd" things are showing up.  I blame it all on these so-called "personal" stamps.  Ebay is loaded with 
them and the prices are terrible.”  Thanks Mary. 
 
NEW DIGS UPDATES  
From July Issue:   Tunisia Roman Ruins    

    
Kerkouane    Dougga     Makthar     Sbeitla 

 
 
Issued 18 May 2007 Primary theme 
History (Archeology) 
Tunisia's Archeological Sites and 
Monuments, information from UPU site 

 
Also from the July issue  
I illustrated a stamp from Austria depicting a mandible of Homo-Heidelbergensis.  I have since found this is a 
personal stamp and not a government issue.  There may be over 50 designs, if not more.  Gone are the days of the 
sand dune issues, now anyone with a computer or with a friend with a computer, can make their own stamps, and 
use them on mail! 
 
Denmark museum bicentenary issued March 28, 2007 now have Scott #1380-3 and they depict; ceremonial axes, 
funen acquaemanale, armillary sphere, wooden mask from Borneo.  
 
From the April issue   
France booklet stamps issued Jan. 27, 2007 depicting antiquities now have Scott #3279-88. 
French Antarctica  St. Paul Island Excavations issued Jan 1, 2007 now have Scott #381. 
 

Archaeology Today 
 

Oetzi May Have Died from Head Trauma, Not Arrow 
Researchers studying Oetzi, the 5,000-year-old mummy found frozen in the Italian Alps, have come up with a new 
theory for how he died, saying he died from head trauma, not by bleeding to death from an arrow. Last June, 
researchers in Switzerland published an article in the Journal of Archaeological Science saying the mummy had 
died after the arrow tore a hole in an artery beneath his left collarbone, leading to massive loss of blood, shock and 
heart attack. But radiologists, pathologists and other researchers, using new forensic information and CT scans, said 
they believed that the blood loss from the arrow wound only made Oetzi lose consciousness. They believe he died 
either by hitting his head on a rock when he passed out or because his aggressor attacked him again with a blow to 
the head. 
     The researchers presented their findings at the Institute for Mummies and the Iceman at the European Academy 
in Bolzano, a research institution. In a statement, the academy said the findings reopened the debate over Oetzi's 
cause of death, particularly since they took into account the rather unnatural way in which his body was found:  
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Archaeology Today 
Oetzi May Have Died from Head Trauma, Not Arrow  (continued from previous page) 
face down, with his left arm across his chest. The researchers believe the Iceman fell over backward, but was then 
turned over onto his stomach by his aggressor who then pulled out the arrow shaft while leaving the arrowhead 
imbedded in Oetzi's shoulder. 
     In a paper published in the archaeological magazine Germania, the researchers said they had determined that 
Oetzi assumed his final position before rigor mortis set in. They also said that based on his good health and 
equipment found with him, that he belonged to a social class not accustomed to manual labor. 
Source: International Herald Tribune (28 August 2007) 
 

Archaeology Today   Special Article 
Hatshepsut Found; Thutmose I Lost  
July 15, 2007 by Mark Rose; Archaeological Institute of America 

   

 
Photos at left:  Zahi Hawass, head of 
Egypt's Supreme Council of Antiquities, 
examines a possible royal mummy in 
KV60, left. Four mummies, one of 
which might be Hatshepsut's, right. 
(Discovery Communications) 

 
While it pretty much comes down to a tooth in a box, 
Discovery Channel's "Secrets of Egypt's Lost Queen" 
tries to cover a lot of ground: who was Hatshepsut, the 
early 18th Dynasty queen and pharaoh, where's her 
mummy, and who obliterated many of her images and 
inscriptions? That's a lot, even for a two-hour program. 
  Does it matter if we find, or identify Hatshepsut’s 
mummy?  If you think of it only in terms of "Royal 
Mummies Musical Chairs" as Dennis Forbes, editor of 
KMT, called it in his Tombs, Treasures, and Mummies 
(1998), it is little more than an intellectual jigsaw 
puzzle. Fascinating, yes, but not necessarily a gateway 
to understanding ancient Egyptian culture. It's laudable 
that the film tries to go beyond that simple game, but it 
really is the hook for the show and Discovery isn't shy 
about playing that card. It also matters because this is 
an important test case.  
   New techniques are being applied here, especially the 
DNA work, that have the possibility to replace decades 
of conjecture with scientific evidence; if the analysis 
and interpretation is done right. If it isn't, then things 
just become more obscure than ever. 
   The basic structure of the film is between what Zahi 
Hawass--head of the Supreme Council of Antiquities 
and director of this project--is doing and the footwork 
of Egyptologist Kara Cooney, who talks to various 
archaeologists about their work at various sites and 
logs their various opinions about Hatshepsut. The 
division of labor is Hawass does the mummies and 
Cooney does the historical background (who was  
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Hatshepsut, how did she move from princess to queen 
to pharaoh, and who tried to obliterate her name from 
history). 
   We follow Hawass through a number of tombs--
KV20, KV60, and DB320--and to the Cairo museum. 
He's checking the funerary sites linked to Hatshepsut 
and her immediate family. He gathers relevant 
mummies from KV60 and the museum, where they are 
studied with a CT scanner on loan for the purpose and  
in a new DNA lab in the museum's basement. Assisting 
there are CT scanning specialist Hany Amer and Cairo 
University radiologist Selim Ashraf. 
   The experts include French archaeologists at Karnak, 
Spanish and Polish scholars at Deir el-Bahri (site of 
Hatshepsut's mortuary temple and of the tomb of her 
architect Senenmut), and Americans Betsy Bryan (at 
Karnak) and Donald Ryan (at KV20 and what is 
supposed to be the tomb of Hatshepsut's daughter, 
Neferure's tomb). Whether you agree with her evalua-
tions or those of the experts is a separate question. 
   We burrow into KV20 where Hatshepsut was 
originally buried in a stone sarcophagus alongside a 
second sarcophagus that was originally made for her 
but later was re-inscribed for her father, Thutmose I. 
Hawass fills in viewers about tomb plundering and the 
21st Dynasty priests who gathered all the royal 
mummies they could find and secreted them into a few 
caches for safe keeping. 
  Hawass finds the remaining KV60 mummy there in 
the wooden box it was put in, and arranges for its  
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Archaeology Today   Special Article 
Hatshepsut Found; Thutmose I Lost       (cont’d) 
transfer to the museum in Cairo. There, he tracks down 
the supposed mummy of Hatshepsut's nurse, the one 
moved from KV60 in 1908, and two other possibly 
royal mummies of unknown women. These were found 
at Deir el-Bahri, adjacent to the Valley of the Kings, in 
the royal mummy cache known to Egyptologists as 
DB320. Near them was a small chest bearing 
Hatshepsut's name. In 1881 the tomb was rapidly 
cleared without adequate documentation of its 
contents, it had already been found and disturbed by 
looters. Any association between these mummies and 
the chest is not without doubt. 
  For comparison, three males, all from the Deir el-
Bahri cache, are taken from the museum's Royal 
Mummy Room. First, there's Thutmose III, 
Hatshepsut's stepson for whom she acted as regent 
before assuming the throne as pharaoh in her own 
right. Second, there's Thutmose II, her husband and 
half-brother. Last, there's Thutmose I, and that's a 
problem. The 21st Dynasty priests who rewrapped the 
royal mummies and hid them away in the DB cache 
messed up. Although they labeled this mummy as 
Thutmose I, that identification has long been ques-
tioned. Examination of the mummy by anatomist 
Grafton Elliot Smith a century ago revealed that the 
mummy is of a young man. We know from literary 
sources that Thutmose I died in old age. We don't 
know who this impostor is, but he's not Thutmose I.  
   So, the pool of contenders for identification as 
Hatshepsut: KV60A (from the tomb and dubbed "the 
strong one"), KV 60B (from the nurse's coffin), 
DB320A (called "the screaming one" because her 
mouth is open), and DB320B ("the serene one"). 
Dennis Forbes has pointed out that "the serene one" is 
in fact Unknown Woman D from KV35, often thought 
to be the 19th Dynasty queen Tausert. DB320B is often 
thought to be Tetisheri, matriarch of the 18th Dynasty. 
These all get run through a CT scanner in the 
museum's basement.  
   KV60A ("the strong one") is, we learn, closest to the 
Thutmose family skull morphology. She's also got her 
left arm in a queenly position, her mummification is 
high quality, and she's age appropriate. So she's a real 
contender, as a member of the royal family and 
conceivably as Hatshepsut herself. Whoever she was, 
her health was poor. The scans reveal that she had a 
tumor in her abdomen and massive dental problems (a 
burst abscess and subsequent infection is suggested as 
a cause of death), plus miscellaneous osteoarthritis and  
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osteoporosis. Also, she was overweight and maybe a 
diabetic. The dental problems, whether cause of death 
or not, were substantial. There's a good view of the 
facial bones, jaw, and teeth on Hawass's website. You 
can see areas at the tips of some roots where infection 
has led to the erosion of bone, and there's been a lot of 
bone resorption at the back of the jaw. The diabetes 
claim is speculative, "Obesity and poor oral hygiene 
suggested to radiologist Ashraf Selim and colleagues 
that she might have suffered from diabetes. But, Selim 
said, 'Surely this is just a theory based on this circum-
stantial evidence, which we cannot confirm.'" Added 
details to the tumor description: "'The type of cancer 
we discovered is affecting the pelvic bone, specifically 
the left iliac bone. From its location, character and the 
few tiny foci of bone rarefaction in the spine, we con-
cluded that this tumor is a metastatic deposit rather 
than a primary tumor,' Selim said. Though bone cancer 
could not be totally ruled out, Selim said he believed it 
was more likely that another kind of tumor spread to 
the bone." 
   Round two is DNA analysis, and it marks a huge 
change in how things are being done in Egypt. For 
years, Hawass and the Supreme Council have ruled out 
DNA studies on royal mummies. But now the Cairo 
Museum has a spiffy new DNA lab and staff members 
are being trained in new methods that are better able to 
handle degraded DNA. In the new lab funded by 
Discovery and set up by Applied Biosystems, a 
California-based company.  The samples are taken 
using a biopsy probe from deep within the mummy, for 
example, with KV60A it was from the tibia or upper 
leg bone. Ten samples are extracted and the first, 
which includes the skin and any other tissue from near 
the mummy's surface, is discarded. 
   Ahmose Nefertari's mummy is added to the mix. She 
might be Hatshepsut's maternal grandmother, but not 
all Egyptologists see that as a definite. In fact, the 
parentage of Hatshepsut's mother, is unknown. None-
theless, Ahmose Nefertari's sampled and her mitochon-
drial DNA is recovered. It is not clear that this will 
produce a helpful comparison. It might match one of 
the two KV60 mummies, but it might not. If it doesn't 
match either, that might mean neither of them is 
Hatshepsut or simply that Hatshepsut wasn't maternally 
descended from Ahmose Nefertari. While waiting for 
results, it's decided to peak inside the Hatshepsut chest 
from DB320 that's been gathering dust on a museum 
shelf for the past few decades. 
   The box is a real enigma. First, there's the question of 
how it ended up in the DB320 cache, while the two  
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Archaeology Today   Special Article 
Hatshepsut Found; Thutmose I Lost      (cont’d) 
mummies under consideration as Hatshepsut's were 
found in KV60. Second, the lid of the chest isn't 
completely closed and there's a linen-wrapped 
mummified organ, variously identified as a liver or 
spleen. Gaston Maspero, head of the antiquities service 
when the cache was investigated, thought the 
cartouches with Hatshepsut's name had been altered 
and that the box was re-used by a later, 21st Dynasty 
princess with a similar name, which would explain 
how it ended up in DB320. So the chest's contents 
might belong to Hatshepsut, leaving the how and why 
of the chest's presence in DB320 an open question. It is 
stated a couple of times that this chest is the only 
artifact directly associated with Hatshepsut.  
  CT scanning reveals several things. The wrapped 
organ visible at the top of the chest is a liver, but 
there's more inside. There's a length of intestine and a 
couple of other things--they almost look like small 
linen rolls, not very opaque like a bone would be--but 
they aren't discussed. Finally, there's something small 
and bright in the image--it's a tooth! Dental expertise is 
summoned up in the form of Galal El-Beheiri, a Cairo 
University professor of orthodontics. He identifies it as 
a molar with one root preserved and the other broken 
off. Comparisons are then made with teeth in KV60A 
and B. The latter is missing incisors, so that's not a 
match. KV60A is missing several teeth, including a 
molar of which only a single root remains. The tooth 
and root match in terms of size, suggesting that if the 
chest contents are Hatsheput's, KV60A is the queen. 
   How solid is the tooth evidence? The film doesn't lay 
out the science as thoroughly as one might hope, so 
here's what I gleaned off a fact sheet provided by 
Discovery: The exact dimensions of teeth are unique to 
each mouth. The molar tooth in the box inscribed with 
Hatshepsut's name fits within a fraction of a millimeter 
with the space of the missing molar in the mouth of the 
mummy called KV60A. The miniscule difference could 
be due to erosion of the gums after the tooth was 
extracted (she had a severe gum disease). More 
scientific proof for the match comes from the tooth 
density measurements. Measured in Hounsfield units--
the scale for describing radio density--the densities of 
the tooth in the box and of those in the mummy's mouth 
are nearly identical (tooth in box: 1,549 HU; mummy 

teeth 1,591-considered identical since both numbers 
fall within 1,500-2,000 HU). These data were studied 
and confirmed by Dr. Paul Gostner (former head of 
radiology at Bolzano General hospital in Italy and 
lead forensic investigator on the Ice Man mummy) and 
Dr. Andreas Blaha (senior computed tomography scan 
imaging analyst at Siemens German headquarters). 
Not being able to evaluate this myself, I simply put the 
information out here. That the statement "the miniscule 
difference could be due to erosion of the gums after the 
tooth was extracted" presupposes the tooth was 
extracted during life, while I think elsewhere the 
consensus is that the tooth likely broke post mortem, 
maybe during embalming, and was placed into the box. 
   At Hatshepsut's funerary temple at Deir el-Bahri, the 
reliefs of her expedition to Punt are interpreted as 
propaganda reinforcing her rule. In the nearby tomb of 
Hatshepsut's architect Senenmut, we are faced with the 
uncertain interpretation of what the relationship 
between Hatshepsut and Senenmut was, strictly 
professional or lovers? 
   There does seem to be solid evidence that KV60A is 
the mummy of Hatshepsut, and there's nobody out 
there with a better claim. Only about five-feet tall and 
greatly overweight, she must have been a bowling ball 
of a pharaoh, especially since she was bald up front. 
And now she has linen gobs hanging out of her nostrils 
(stuffed in there by the embalmers to maintain the 
shape of her nose, they were forced partly back out by 
the pressure of the wrappings).  
   Hatshepsut's story is far from finished by this film. In 
fact the last chapter of it, from her burial to today, is 
almost as much a mystery as ever. I think that the "Lost 
Queen" raises important questions about what happens 
when you cross a science-based documentary with 
reality TV.  A skin disease on the face and neck might 
have added to Hatshepsut's health problems. "We 
found numerous tiny spots within Hatshepsut and the 
Tuthmose family which could indicate a skin disease," 
Selim said. However, Selim believes that the spots 
were more likely caused by the mummification process 
than dermatosis. When I asked Hawass about this, he 
said he thought the eruptions were indeed caused by 
the embalming process. 
Mark Rose is Online Editorial Director, Archaeological 
Institute of America. © 2007 by the Archaeological Institute 
of America 

Editor’s Note:  Mr. Hawass’s fee for his work with the Discovery Channel was a complete re-fitting of the basement of the 
Egyptian Museum in Cairo with a state-of-the-art DNA laboratory, specially equipped for mummies and a portable CT-Scan 
which he can take to the Valley of the Kings to scan mummies there.  The Museum’s attic is presently wall-to-wall unidentified 
mummies who will be checked with the CT-Scan machine and DNA tested to verify who they are.  It is to this stash the former 
Thutmose I has been relegated.  Why is Dr. Hawass so interested in Hatshepsut?  The first artifact he found when he became an 
archaeologist was a small statue of Hatshepsut.  This information was garnered from Dr. Hawass himself at a lecture in 
Philadelphia September 6, 2007. 
Page  # 16                                                                                     The Old World Archaeologist  / October 2007 



  
 
Archaeology Today 
Intact Etruscan Tomb Discovered 
    ROME, Italy -- Archaeologists have discovered a more than 2,000-year-old Etruscan tomb perfectly preserved in 
the hills of Tuscany with a treasure trove of artifacts inside, including urns that hold the remains of about 30 people. 
    The tomb, in the Tuscan town of Civitella Paganico, probably dates from between the 1st and 3rd centuries B.C., 
when Etruscan power was in decline, Andrea Marcocci, who led digging at the site, told Reuters.  “It's quite rare to 
find a tomb intact like this," said Marcocci, who had suspected one might exist in the area after work on a nearby 
road scattered pieces of artifacts.  "When we found fragments outside, we thought we would find that the tomb had 
been violated. But the main burial room was completely intact." 
    Inside the tomb, a narrow corridor led to a small burial chamber, about 2 meters long and 1.79 meters wide, he 
said. It housed about 80 objects including vases and mirrors in bronze and ceramic. Urns holding human remains 
were also found.  "It's quite exceptional to find so many objects in a tomb so small," Marcocci said. "Some of the 
vases (urns) were fairly small, so we think they were probably for children." 
One of Italy's first and most mysterious civilizations, the Etruscans lived north of Rome in present day regions of 
Tuscany and Umbria. Their civilization lasted for about 1,000 years, reaching its height roughly from the 7th to the 
6th century B.C., before its cities were replaced by Roman settlements. 
    Much of what is known about the Etruscans derives from other lavish burial sites, decorated with paintings and 
filled with vases and other objects. 
Copyright August 14, 2007 Reuters. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.   
 
9,000 Year Old Cemetery Found in Syria 
Damascus - A Syrian-Japanese archaeological team uncovered recently a 9 000-year-old cemetery in north-east 
Syria, Syrian state-controlled newspaper al-Thawra reported on Tuesday. 
    The cemetery, found at Ein al-Karkh site in Idlib province, 330km north of the capital Damascus, represents 
"ancient Syrian society and the stage of transformation from big agricultural villages to the building of the first 
city", said Jamal Haider, the head of the Syrian side of the archaeological team. 
    About 20 adult skeletons were found in the cemetery, with clay tools and stone bowls found near them. 
Excavation works, which started at the site ten years ago, led to the discovery of many agricultural villages and 
settlements that date back to the modern Stone Age (8000-5000 BC).  
Sapa-dpa  August 07 2007 at 11:24PM 
 
Ethiopians Fret as 'Lucy' Heads to U.S. 
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (Reuters) -- Ethiopians worried that the fragile bones of their world-famous skeleton, the 
remains of a more than 3-million-year-old female hominid known as "Lucy", may not survive a six year U.S. tour. 
    The fossil and 190 other heritage items left Ethiopia beginning of August for the Houston National Museum of 
Natural Science, a museum official told Reuters.  Lucy had been officially scheduled to go on tour some time this 
month, but the quiet nature of her first departure from Ethiopia in more than three decades surprised locals.  "A 
fossil like Lucy is so rare and so fragile that it should only be moved out of the country if there is a compelling 
reason that would benefit the nation in a unique way," Zeray Alemseged, a well-known Ethiopian palaeontologist, 
told Reuters.  He discovered the remains of another 3 million-year-old girl known as "Selam" in 2000 in the remote 
Afar region, where Lucy was discovered in 1974 by U.S. scientist Donald Johanson.  "The question that should be 
asked is whether the amount of money that will be earned from this trip is worth the risk we are taking," Alemseged 
said.  Lucy's fossilized skeleton is thought to be between 3 and 4 million years old and was hailed by experts as the 
earliest hominid ever discovered.  Scientists say the almost complete skeleton is a landmark in the search for the 
origins of humanity, but few Ethiopians have glimpsed the treasure.  "Why should Lucy be seen by Americans 
when Ethiopians have only seen her twice?" said 34-year-old administrator Dilu Kebede in Addis Ababa.  The 
"Lucy" normally on display at the Ethiopian National Museum is a replica, the real remains have been locked away. 
    The Smithsonian Institution and Ethiopian community groups in the United States have objected to the tour on 
the grounds that fragile fossils such as Lucy should not travel from their countries of origin unless for significant 
scientific reasons.  Ethiopian government officials were unavailable to comment on Lucy's tour but the government 
said last year the tour, expected to move on to 10 other U.S. museums and last until 2013, would boost tourist 
interest in Ethiopia. 
Copyright Aug 9, 2007 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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Archaeology Today 
New Fossils Reveal Different Theory on Human Ancestors 
NAIROBI, Kenya (Reuters) -- The skull of a female Homo erectus -- a first-ever discovery -- suggests the upright 
ancestors of humans may have been physiologically closer to modern gorillas and chimpanzees.  Homo erectus, 
long viewed as a crucial evolutionary link between modern humans and their tree-dwelling ancestors, may have 
been more ape-like than previously thought.  Unveiling newfound fossils, a team of Kenyan scientists said they 
were surprised to find that early female hominids were much smaller than males. Gorillas and chimpanzees also 
exhibit big differences in size between males and females. 
    The fossils, an ancient skull and a jawbone from two early branches of the human family tree Homo erectus and 
Homo habilis, were revealed at Kenya's National Museum.  Both fossils were found in 2000 east of Lake Turkana. 
But the Homo erectus skull, dating back 1.55 million years, was slightly older than the Homo habilis jawbone, 
which was found to be 1.44 million years old.  "Prior to the discovery of the new specimens, scientists did not know 
that Homo erectus males were far larger than the females," said Dr Emma Mbua, one of the team.  "This sexual 
dimorphism [two forms of the same species] is considered a primitive character because it occurs in other apes," 
she said, standing in front of the bones at the museum.  This could also mean the sexual behavior of Homo erectus 
was more like that of apes, where individuals, especially males, mate with several partners, sometimes in a few 
hours, than that of its more monogamous human successors. 
    The fossils, discovered in east Africa's Rift Valley, regarded as the "cradle of humankind", challenge the idea 
that human prototypes evolved one after the other in a linear fashion from Homo habilis to Homo erectus, ending 
with modern humans.  They must have co-existed in different habitats at the same time.  "They were kind of sisters, 
if you like," said Frederick Manthi, the scientist who discovered the fossils. "Homo habilis never gave rise to Homo 
erectus. These discoveries have completely changed the story."  The research, first published in the journal Nature, 
was conducted by nine scientists including well-known paleontologist Maeve Leakey and her daughter Louise 
Leakey.  The scientists think both Homo erectus and Homo habilis must have evolved from a common ancestor 2-3 
million years ago.  The most famous such ancestor is Ethiopia's "Lucy," a fossil more than 3 million years old that 
set off recently for a tour of museums in the United States.  The basic evolutionary story, that all humans came "out 
of Africa" after evolving from apes in the Rift Valley around 5 million years ago, remains unchanged and may even 
be strengthened, the scientists said.  "The more fossils we find in Kenya, the more we justify the story that east 
Africa is the cradle of mankind," Manthi said. "These hominids tell us there was a large diversity within this 
species, which strengthens that convention." 
    The researchers said Homo habilis was largely a herbivore, likely to have foraged for fruits in greener, more 
heavily forested areas than Homo erectus, who is thought to have been a hunter who thrived in east Africa's open 
savannah.  The team would have to find more fossils to confirm the findings.  "The story of human evolution has 
not yet been [told]," said Kenya Museum director Farah Idle. "There are many missing links. The more discoveries 
you make, the more questions you raise." 
Copyright Aug 9, 2007 Reuters. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
 
Notes from Cyberspace www.owasu.org website 

 
Home   New Digs    Gallery    Library    Members    Primer    Freebies 
Everyone with a computer really should check on the updates to our website at least every 2 weeks.  I am always 
amazed at the work Mr. Adams does on it, and am always finding more information.  Since we have accumulated 
enough awards for the site and need not obtain any more, I will be highlighting one section of the site every issue in 
this column.  I’m starting with “Library” because as the winter weather comes in you might want to do some 
reading and not want to go out to the library. 
Library   OWASU Journal| Catalogs | Slides | Exhibits Philatelic Articles | E-books | Books | Atlases    
 
Page  # 18                                                                                     The Old World Archaeologist  / October 2007 

http://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html#Reuters
http://www.owasu.org/
http://www.owasu.org/new_digs.html
http://www.owasu.org/gallery.html
http://www.owasu.org/library.html
http://www.owasu.org/member.html
http://www.owasu.org/primer.html
http://www.owasu.org/goodies.html
http://www.owasu.org/library.html#catalog
http://www.owasu.org/library.html#slide
http://www.owasu.org/library.html#exhibit
http://www.owasu.org/library.html#online
http://www.owasu.org/library.html#ebook
http://www.owasu.org/library.html#book
http://www.owasu.org/library.html#atlas
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