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Mother Goddess Figurines on Stamps  
By Barbara Soper 
 
Many stamps of archaeological interest have featured female figurines believed to represent a prehistoric Mother 
Goddess.  The finding of these figurines over a wide geographic area has led some researchers to conclude that 
Mother Goddess worship was the major religion from late Paleolithic times to the early Bronze Age.  Other 
experts debunk the theory, holding that there is no evidence of universal Mother Goddess worship.  They claim 
the figurines can only be explained in the context of the societies that produced them.   
 

Figure 1 – United Nations, Vienna 

 
Venus of Willendorf 
Scott 346c, March 4, 2004 
 

Without taking sides in the debate, let us see what stamps tell and 
show us about these figurines.  The first is the Venus of Willendorf, 
shown on a United Nations miniature sheet in Figure 1.  The Venus 
was found in 1908 near the present day Austrian town of Willendorf.   
She is a full figured lady with pendulous breasts, enormous hips, and 
a bulging belly.  Her face is featureless but she may be wearing some 
sort of cap-like headdress or elaborate hairstyle the “lumpy” nature of 
the head carving.  The statue dates to 15,000 to 10,000 BCE, 
approximately the same period as the cave paintings at Lascaux in 
France.  The Venue is a little over four inches tall and is carved from 
oolitic limestone, a material not available in the region in which she 
was found.  This indicates that even in late Paleolithic times, there 
must have been contacts or trade links with people outside the area. 

 
Figure 2 – France (left) & Mali (right) 

    
Venus of Brassempouy 
Scott #1465, 1976 Scott #628, Aug 24, 1994 
 

Another prehistoric lady called the Venus of 
Brassempouy is shown on France (Scott 1465) 
and Mali) Scott 628) in Figure 2.  The Venus is 
a very small ivory carving that is believed to 
have been part of a larger statue.  Here we see 
facial features more defined than those of the 
Venus of Willendorf.  The head has the same 
“lumpy” carving, which the view on the French 
stamp reveals to be a hairstyle.  The hair appears 
to be braided and tied, almost like some ancient 
Egyptian wigs or modern Afro-American 
hairstyles.  The Venus of Brassempouy is 
believed to be 30,000 years old. 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
 
In honor of the 150th anniversary of the discovery of 
Neanderthal Man, I have found a nice tidbit for Archaeology 
Today about genentic tests being performed to determine the 
differences in DNA between HomoSapiens and the 
Neanderthals. 
 
The past couple of months have been quite exciting for 
archaeology, and not necessarily for the better.  I was working 
on the computer one evening and had the news on since I had 
gotten home from work early.  The anchor person suddenly 
came to the story on the latest war between Israel and Lebanon 
and said “Hezbollah’s headquarters is in the town of  Baalbek 
. . .”  and it was STOP THE PRESSES!  I hope you enjoy my 
article in this issue about some of the history of the Roman 
settlement of Baalbek.   
 
First page is another by Barbara Soper about pre-historic  
Mother Goddesses.  Her Theodore Roosevelt has recently 
appeared in Scotts Stamp Monthly.  Mrs. Soper is a very 
prolific writer and manages to provide articles for Scotts, The 
American Philatelist, Topical Time, and many club 
publications like the Old World Archaeologist.  Of all her 
editors, I may well be the most demanding.   
 
I did not notice until I did the dues renewal how many articles 
of mine ran this year.  The one on Baalbek has been in my 
computer more than a year, but when I heard the news 
announcer say Baalbek was the headquarters of Hezbollah, (I 
was at my computer looking for stamps on the internet); I 
pulled up the 2 draft articles and started seeing what was 
useable.  I hope everyone enjoys what I put together. 
 
Enclosed with this issue is the latest edition of the club by-
laws, updated for the internet age.  It is in a separate, pull out 
section.   
 
We can also use more members.  Does anyone out there attend 
their local stamp shows regularly?  I can send you flyers and 
membership applications to give out or put on a table at your 
stamp show.  Or, if you prefer, I can send you the flyer and 
application by email and you can print out as many as you 
need.  Pick a color of paper and let me know so when the 
applications come in I know where they came from. 
 
I am also in need of articles, need 2 page articles and 5 page 
articles.  The more philatelic elements the better but all stamps 
are okay.   
 

Caroline

 



Mother Goddess Figurines on Stamps  
By Barbara Soper                      (continued from page 1) 
 
Figure 3 - Greece  

 
Scott #1147,  

 
 
Another full-figured lady appears in Figure 3 on Greece (Scott 1147).  The 
stamp honors International Women’s Year.  The lady depicted comes from 
the Neolithic settlement of Sha’ar Hagolan in movern day Israel and is 
around 8,000 years old.  More than a hundred such fired clay figurines were 
found at the site. The seated figurines may have been created as fertility 
symbols.  But since they were discovered in nearly every household the 
team excavated, they may have had a protective function as well. 

Sept. 29, 1975 

     
Figure 4   Turkey   #2435red   &  #2495blue 
 
 
 
 

The ladies also appear on Turkey (Scott 2435 & 2495) 
in figure 4.  Turkey 2435 shows a very plump lady 
holding a baby.  Once again, the figure is seated.  The 
fact that she holds a baby indicates that she is some 
sort of symbol for childbirth and regeneration.  Turkey 
(Scott 2495) is even more indicative of that conclusion.  
It shows an enormous lady giving birth while seated on 
some sort of chair or throne.  The figurine comes from 
Catal Hoyek, a large Neolithic town that flourished 
some 6,000 years ago in modern day Turkey.  The 
excavator of Catal Hoyuk, James Mellaart, believed 
that goddess worship prevailed at the site.  He also 
believed that worship of an “Earth Mother” was 
universal among prehistoric people. 

        
Figure 5          Figure 6 
Greece #1292, 1979   Cyprus #441, 1975  
 

Not all prehistoric female figurines were fat ladies.  
Cycladic figurines, for example, were the polar opposite 
of fat ladies.  A Cycladic nude, carved from the abundant 
white marble of Greece’s Cycladic Islands, is pictured on 
Greece (Scott 1292) in Figure 5.  The lady is typified by a 
long neck, featureless face, folded arms, and a sense of 
ethereal grace.  Cycladic statuettes were commonly found 
in tombs, indicating a possible connection with burial 
rituals.  Although most of the figures are female, male 
figures are represented as well. 

Another Cycladic figurine appears on a stamp from Cyprus, which was issued in 1975.  Such figurines date 
from about 2,500 BCE.  We have no idea if they represented deities, priestesses of deities, household gods, 
fertility symbols, or protective amulets.  Within tombs, they were often found hidden away or placed under 
other objects.  This would hardly be the case if they represented a major deity.  Also many Cycladic tombs 
were oriented to the East and provided with a “window” for the rays of the sun to enter at the time of the 
solstice.  In that aspect, they have much in common with the megalithic passage graves of Europe, and the 
British Isles.  If there was a universal deity among prehistoric people, it was more likely to be sun worship  

 
(continued on page 4) 
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Mother Goddess Figurines on Stamps  
By Barbara Soper                      (continued from page 3) 
 
than figurine worship.  The sun was visible to all prehistoric people and played a dominant role in the 
success of their agricultural efforts.  Knowledge of a particular goddess, on the other hand, would depend on 
contact with other prehistoric people and an exchange of ideas over a wide geographic area. 
 
Figure 6    

 
Japan  #Z239 

 
Nevertheless, female figurines of various types did have a wide distribution in 
prehistoric times.  Even Japan has a mother goddess that is numbered among the 
nation’s national treasures.  The Jomon Venus is shown on a Nagano Prefecture 
issue of Japan (Scott Z239) in Figure 6.  The Jomon culture flourished for a long 
time (10,000 to 300 BC).  The Venus is believed to belong to the middle period, 
when people used clay to fashion small, human figures.  The Jomon Venus has huge 
hips and elephant-like legs.  She has a cat-like face and appears to be wearing some 
sort of helmet or headdress.  Her breasts and belly are small in comparison to her 
enormous hips and legs. 

 
A stamp from Yugoslavia in Figure 7 (Scott 2392), issued in 1977, 
shows a long skirted female terra cotta figurine.  Details of the 
face and costume appear to be incised on the figure.  Her facial 
features are etched in, as is a necklace, possibly of animal teeth, 
hanging across her chest.  A belt encircles her waist with some 
kind of streamers attached to it. 
 
Ethiopia (Scott 548) in Figure 8 illustrates female figurines from a 
variety of Ethiopian sites.  Many of the figurines resemble 
prehistoric Venuses, although they are from a much later time 
period.   

 
Figure 7  Jugoslavia #2392 

 
Figure 8    

       
Ethiopia #489             Ethiopia #548 

 
 
The earliest statuette dates to the first 
century BC and the others to the sixth 
century AD.  Another Ethiopian stamp 
(Scott 489) depicts a figure seated upon a 
throne.  The stamp identifies the object as a 
“votive throne and statuary” from Atsbe 
Dera that is 2,300 years old.  It is uncertain 
if the figure is male or female.  It wears a 
patterned robe with banding at the hemline. 

 
Yet another example comes from Romania.  A United Nations miniature sheet issued in 1994 depicts a 
seated fat lady.  It is called “sitting woman”, and is made of polished stone.  It dates to the 4th millennium 
BCE, and is located in the National Historical Museum of Bucharest.  On the same miniature sheet, a stamp 
from Serbia-Montenegro shows a seated goddess with a baby enfolded in her arms.  The two stamps appear 
in Figure 9 on the next page. 

   (continued on page 5) 
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Mother Goddess Figurines on Stamps  
By Barbara Soper                          (continued from page 4) 

Figure 9, United Nations, Geneva, March 4, 2004    

      
Scott #422b, Stone Age            Scott #422f, Mesolithic 
terra cotta sculpture of              sculpture from Serbia 
seated woman, Romania.          & Montenegro 
 
 

 
If a figurine is to be regarded as a goddess, it 
should be included in a setting that clearly 
indicates that it was meant to be worshipped.  
Many of the figurines so far discussed do not meet 
that test, making it possible that they were 
talismans or amulets rather than deities.  On the 
Mediterranean island of Malta and its sister island 
Gozo, however, evidence of goddess worship is 
much stronger.  The prehistoric people of Malta 
erected great megalithic structures to serve as 
temples and tombs.   

Like other megalithic structures in Europe and the British Isles, the inner stones of those places were meant 
to be illuminated at the winter and summer solstices or at the spring and autumn equinoxes.  Keeping track of 
seasonal cycles was very important to Neolithic people whose survival now depended on agriculture.  At the 
same time, the temples and hypogia (collective burial tombs) on Malta also served a religious function, 
perhaps associated with a fertility cult.  Numerous fat lady statues have been found in the temples.  Many 
were tall figures, carved of rock and placed in prominent places, where they were clearly meant to be seen 
and perhaps venerated. The statue of a woman that originally must have been ten feet high, still stands in the 
Temple of Tarxien.  All that remains is a pair of massive legs and a skirt. 
 
Figure 10  ,   

   
Malta #883, #884Prehistoric Art Series,  Mar 29, 1996 
 

Two stamps from Malta in Figure 10 (Scott 883 
& 884) depict a seated fat lady and two obese 
women, one with a missing head, sitting on 
some sort of bed or chair.  The seated pair wear 
the pleated skirt characteristic of the Maltese 
“goddesses”.  These figures clearly were 
involved in religious ceremonies of some kind.  
The Maltese temples consist of high stone walls 
and narrow corridors and chambers containing 
altars, libation holes, and rope holes used to 
tether sacrificial animals. 

Although the temples were religious centers, the dead were not buried in them.  The ancient Maltese 
preferred group burial in a tock-cut tomb called a hypogeum.  Hal Saflieni is the name of the most famous 
hypogeum on Malta.  It is a vast underground complex that held the remains of perhaps 7,000 people.  Its 
twenty chambers are carved with roof beams, lintels, and other features of the temples above ground.  At Hal 
Saflieni, excavators discovered a mother goddess, peacefully laying on her side and, apparently, imitating the 
sleep of the dead.  Postcards showing the hypogeum and the sleeping lady appear in Figure 11. 
 
The Hypogeum, Malta (Figure 11, shown on the next page) 
This section of the Hypogeum is called the Holy of Hollies and is the most important and by far the best 
Architectural ornate room in this labyrinth. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Mother Goddess Figurines on Stamps  
By Barbara Soper                          (continued from page 5) 

          
Figure 11 Hypogeum         Figure 12 The Sleeping Lady 
 
The Sleeping Lady, (depicted in Figure 12) Malta discovered in the Tarxien Hypogeum, it is the best known 
prehistoric Maltese artifact and the focal point of all visits to the archaeological museum.  Although its exact 
purpose remains mysterious, it was probably a cult figure. 
 
So what did these figures represent to ancient people?  Were they evidence of prehistoric Earth Mother 
worship?  If so, was the woman being worshipped the same one all over the prehistoric world?  Or were 
these the artifacts of particular cultures, whose shamans used them to invoke magic, cast spells, bestow 
protection, or otherwise attempt to control the environment?  We may never know, but it is interesting to 
speculate. 
 
 
President’s Message 
 
There was a nice article in Archaeology, Sept/Oct 2006, about the goddess Mut and her temple in Karnak.  
Looking briefly thru Scott, I did not find any Egyptian stamps featuring Mut, her consort Amun, or her 
temple.  Another topical idea down the drain. 
  
I have had the opportunity to read a few books about Indian mounds and the mound builders of the USA.  
The mounds are primarily in the midwest.  I have also had the opportunity to stand on top of a few of these 
mounds over the years.  The most memorable was at Cahokia, just east of St. Louis.  Perhaps these would be 
a suitable topic for US stamps in the Indian Heritage series.  Also, Indian ceremonial pipes would display 
well in a booklet pane of 5, like the headdress booklet.  Hope you have all had a pleasant summer, and are 
ready to plunge into collecting again, as evenings get shorter. 
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Baalbek – Roman City of the Sun 
By Caroline Scannell 
 

 
 

Baal-Bek, or town of Baal; a Phoenician God gave the name to the 
town, which is still in use.  The Baalbek complex consists of 3 main 
temples dating to 15BC, when Julius Caesar made it a Roman 
colony (Colonia Julia Augusta Felix Heliopolitana) and settled a 
legion there.  The main temples are dedicated to the gods Jupiter, 
Venus and Bacchus.  Known as Heliopolis during the Hellenistic 
period, it retained its religious function during Roman times when it 
attracted thousands of pilgrims. Baalbek is one of the finest 
examples of Imperial Roman architecture at its best. 

In the Seleucid (323-64 BC) and Roman (64 BC-312 AD) periods, the town was known as Heliopolis, the ‘City 
of the Sun.’  The German Archaeological Mission began the restoration of Baalbek in 1898.  In 1922 French 
scholars restored some of the temples. 
 
Baalbek was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984 and is considered gravely endangered.  It is 
the headquarters of Hezbollah, the group which Israel declared war on July 12, 2006.  This action and the 
resulting bombings of both Israel and Lebanon resulted in the cancellation of the annual International Festival. 
 

 
Emperor Augustus  
Italy #371 June 28, 
1937. 

 
Although the early history of Baalbek is unknown, evidence indicates that the city is 
ancient as portions of the masonry is of Phoenician origin. The Roman emperor 
Augustus made the city a Roman colony; the Roman emperor Trajan consulted a 
celebrated oracle there. The city was sacked by the Arabs in AD 748, and pillaged by 
the Turkic chieftain Tamerlane in 1400.  
 
In 1959 an  earthquake devastated the monuments still remaining in the city. Present-
day Baalbek, connected by rail with Beirut and with Damascus and Aleppo in Syria, is 
a major town in eastern Lebanon.  

 
According to French historian René Dussaud the Emperor Trajan inquired of the Heliopolitan Jupiter whether he 
would return alive from his wars against the Parthians. In reply, the god presented him with a vine shoot cut into 
pieces. Trajan met his death in this war, and only his remains returned to Rome.  
 

                     
Postal Card with Baalbek cancel, 1900 sold recently by               Ruins in Baalbek,  Lebanon Scott #C120  
Auktionshaus Christoph Gärtner Price:  ∈210.00             Issued Feb. 11, 1947 
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Baalbek – Roman City of the Sun 
By Caroline Scannell                 (continued from page  7) 
 
Many of the temple stones were used to build the Byzantine basilica of Baalbek, which was raised on the site 
and of which nothing remains today. Those same stones later served to consolidate the walls of the enclosure of 
the religious building which the Arabs used as a fortress.  
 
Temple of Jupiter 

       
The Sun Temple, Temple of Jupiter       Lebanon , Scott #C510,  
Lebanon, Scott #129 issued 1930      Sept 27, 1967 

 
The largest building in the entire Roman 
Empire, the Temple of Jupiter (Scott #129 
& C510), also known as The Sun Temple, 
measured about 300 ft x 160 ft.  It was 
surrounded by 54 columns the height of a 
modern 6-storey building.  Fragments of 
cornices and capitals can be found in the 
courtyard (built by Trajan 98-117).   

 

 
Scott C223 imperf. Block 
Issued October 10, 1956 
 

Nero (54-68 BC) built the tower-altar opposite the Temple of Jupiter. It 
presumably allowed pilgrims to stand on the terrace for a few moments 
and see the figure of the god at the back of the temple. In accordance 
with a Semitic tradition adopted by the Romans, the poor were not 
admitted to the shrine. Today only the ground floor of that monument 
survives. 
 
The temple was decorated on three sides with twelve magnificent 
quadrangular and circular benches each preceded by a portico. 'The 
columns of those porticoes and facades are in pink granite from the 
quarries of Aswan in Egypt. Painted inscriptions on certain of the 
benches explain how they were used: Confraternities and communities 
took their sacred meals there, thus communing with the officiating 
priests', wrote Maurice Chehab, former director of the Board of 
Antiquities of Lebanon in his book Monuments of Baalbek.  
 
Under construction for more than 150 years, it was never completed.  
Today only 6 columns remain standing as a reminder of its former 
grandeur.  The great Christian Emperor Justinian (AD527-569) 
appropriated 8 of them for Hagia Sophia in Istanbul.

Temple of Venus 

       
Venus Temple Postage Due Stamp,   Lebanon 1930. The Venus  
Scott #J15, 1928; overprinted    Temple. 
“Republic Lebanese” with Arabic. 

The Temple of Venus was constructed 
during the 3rd century AD.  During the 
Byzantine period it was converted into a 
church dedicated of St. Barbara, who is the 
patron saint of Baalbek to this day.   
Stamp at far left originally issued #J15 
1925, the overprinted #J20 1927 and J26 
1928 with additional Arabic overprint in 
red. 
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Baalbek – Roman City of the Sun 
By Caroline Scannell                 (continued from page 8 ) 
 
Temple of Bacchus 

 
The Bacchus Temple in Baalbek  
Lebanon Scott C225, Dec 10, ’56. 

The Temple of Bacchus was built by Antoninus Pius (AD138-161), which 
gives an excellent idea of what the overall religious site of Heliopolis 
looked like, as it is the best preserved of the complex.  It is believed to 
have been originally dedicated to a god identified as a solar or growth god, 
who promised regeneration and eternal life to the faithful. 
 
The depiction of grapes (wine) and opium poppies on the main doorjamb 
suggested the temple’s identification with Bacchus. 

 

 
Letter sent from Lebanon to USA franked with Scott 
C183 issued March 1954 depicting the Bacchus Temple. 
 

 
  Temple of Bacchus,   
  Scott #C517, October 1967. 

Other Temples in the complex are the Apollo Temple  
and the Minerva Temple 

                                             
Lebanon #C141      Lebanon #C144  Nov 23, 1948                Solar Wheel, Emblem of the 

  UNESCO-issue    UNESCO-issue .                   Baalbek International Festival 
    Bas-relief from the.     Bas-relief from the                     Lebanon Scott #C640, July 1, 1971 
    Apollo Temple      Minerva Temple 

 
The Baalbek International Festival 
The Baalbek International Festival is among the most prestigious in the Middle East.  Originally started in 1955, 
it was cancelled during the long Civil War from 1975 to 1990.  Forming a touristic beacon, Baalbek comes alive 
each year attracting stars of international repute.  Dramatic lighting and the historic setting provide the 
background for the varied presentations, attracting 40,000 spectators each year. 
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Baalbek – Roman City of the Sun 
By Caroline Scannell                     (continued from page 9) 
 
In 2006 this spectacle was to have been held from July 13th to August 26th, however, it was cancelled due to the 
outbreak of war on July 12th, 2006. 
 
Stamps depicting the Festival are issued annually.   

 
Lebanon Scott #430,  
Jan 11, 1965 
 

 
Lebanon Scott #429,  
Jan 11, 1965 
 

 
Lebanon Scott #591 
Nov 26, 2004 

 
Corinthian Capital 
Lebanon Scott #C641, July 1, 1971 
 

 
Orchestra, Temple of Bacchus 
Lebanon, Scott #C467, July 20, 1966 
 

 
         Baalbek Festival, Dancers at Temple Ruins 
          Mauritania Scott # C85, Artists proof, signed by Guillame 
          Stamp was issued June 16, 1969 

                                      
Ballet Dancers,        Men & Women in contume for performance at Baalbek Festival 
Temple of Jupiter       C420-423, Jan. 11, 1965 
Lebanon #C465, July 20, 1966 
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Baalbek – Roman City of the Sun 
By Caroline Scannell                 (continued from page 10 ) 
 

 
Folk Dancers,  Temple of Bacchus 
Lebanon, Scott #C464, July 20, 1966 

 
In 1999 two museums were inaugurated in the ruins of Baalbek. The 
first of these; located in the base of the Temple of Jupiter, deals with 
the Roman period and the onset of the excavations, the second is 
housed in the Mameluke Tower and presents small objects illustrating 
life in medieval Baalbek. “Created to commemorate the centennial of 
the German Kaiser’s journey and the initiation of work by that mission, 
the museum was set up with Lebanese-German funding and is the fruit 
of a joint effort of a team from the Board of Antiquities of Lebanon and 
the German Institute of Archaeology in Berlin” said Dr Hélène Sader.  

 
Next it is hoped to discover the location of the remains of the city of Baalbek itself. “Archaeological surveys 
will be carried out in the entire surrounding area in order to determine the original town plan. Excavations are 
also planned to study the town's stratigraphy and such endangered vestiges as the Roman quarries will be 
protected by ministerial decree”, stresses Assad Seif, the chargé d'affaires of the Board of Antiquities 
(Lebanon).  
 
For over half a century the ruins of Baalbek have dazzled the world. Each summer, its famous festival is one of 
Lebanon's most important cultural events. On the steps of the Temple of Jupiter or inside the Temple of 
Bacchus, internationally known artists have enchanted entire generations. The beauty of the ancient site shines 
forth in the glow of the spotlights and, on starry nights, the applause of the crowd seems to awaken the very 
gods from their slumber.  Perhaps another festival will be held 2007? 
 
Note:  The author wishes to thank Barbara Soper for her contribution of some of the stamps used to illustrate 
this article, others not owned by the author came from various internet sites. 
 

Club News 
You will notice an increase in dues; from $10 to $15 for domestic and from $18 to $23 foreign.  We have 
weathered the past 3 postage increases without any major problem; another is due this Spring.  However, 
postage is not our major expense and I doubt it is for any club.  It’s publishing the journal.  The journal costs 
about $2.00 each copy to print between paper and ink.  To cut expenses I hold the last page black and white – no 
color, and try to lay it out so that several pages are black ink.  I try to run page 2 on a photo copier then print 
page 1, since page 2 is done in 2 parts; with the boilerplate carried over from month to month.   
 

State of the OWASU 
We added more new member than any other year!  Six!  3 came through stamp shows, 2 from the ATA, one 
from the internet.  In the last 2 years (almost) every new member we got was through the website.  This is not to 
say the website is not as important but that we must also have a presence at national level stamp show, and local 
stamp shows.  We still are not where we need to be, but since we only lost one member this year we are finally 
headed in the right direction. 
 

Help Wanted 
We are desperately in need of a few volunteers.  Secretary would be nice, also treasurer.  We can also use people 
in different parts of the country to put our flyers advertising the club at their local stamp shows and stamp club 
meetings.  In the past 2 years we got most new members through the website; from the figures above the local 
stamp show is not dead yet!  You can download a flyer from the website, same for membership applications.  If 
you do not have internet access I can send you a dozen or so of each.   
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More on King Tut 
 

 

In February King Tut will be journeying to Philadelphia for his appearance at the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum.  I managed to purchase the book on line for a 
substantial savings over the listed price. 
 

Articles Needed 
If you ever wanted to tray writing an article, here is your chance.  Whether one on your 
favorite archaeological subject on stamps, or something about a set of stamps that were 
issued, even if you have no experience in writing, it’s easy.   

 
 
New Digs 
 

    
France  European Capitals – Nicosia, Cyprus  
Sheetlet of 4 Different  June 26 2006  
 

    
St Thomas & Prince Islands  
Monuments of Egypt Souvenir Sheet  
Issued 2006 
 
Page  #  12                                              

 
Egypt, 50 Years Diplomatic Relations with China 
2 stamps with label, Issued 2006 
 

 
Germany, 150 anniversary Neandertals  
Discovery. Issued August 10, 2006 
 

       
 

    
4 cancels were available 
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New Digs 
Spain  
Issued  July 6, 2006 

 
L'Alcudia-Ilici (Elche, Alicante) 

       
Los Millares    El Guerrer de Moixent       
(Almeria)        (Valencia)  
  

   
       as seen on Ebay $3.75 asking price 
 

 
Lithuania 1000 Anniversary   
July 1, 2006  not registered with UPU yet 9/30 
 
 
South Africa:  Cave Art 

       

       

 
Portugal, Roman Heritage in Portugal 
Issued  June 21, 2006 
 

          
 

            
 
Page  #  13                                              

    
Cancel 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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New Digs 
 

    
South Africa, Scott #1357a-e, February 15, 2006 

 
 
 
Detail of Linton Panel, Iziko Museum 
Reedbuck, South African Museum of Rock Art 
San Ritual Specialist, South African Museum of  
Rock Art Rhinocerous, Wildebeast, Kull Rock  
Art Site Eland, Game Pass Rock Art Site 

 

             Tunisia 
Tunisia, Jewels & Pearls from Punic & Roman Eras 
Issued  May 18, 2006 
 
New Digs – Updates from July Issue 
Greece Greek Museums issue 
came out April 7, 2006, depicted 
on the stamps are: 

  ∈0.05 Kouros of 
Anavissos, 530BC from the 
National Archaeological Museum 

  ∈0.20 Early Cycladic 
II Period, 2800-2300BC from the 
Museum of Cycladic Art, Athens 

  ∈0.50 is a free 
composition, ∈0.65 East 
Parthenon Pediment from the 
Acropolis Museum 

  ∈1.40 Greco-Roman 
Portrait of Antinopolis, Egypt, 4th 
Century AD 

  ∈2.25 Concert of 
the Angels by Domenicos 
Theotokopoulos, from the National 
Art Gallery 
 

Stamps are ∈5.05 and FDCs are 
∈6.60 Maximum Cards are 
∈8.60/set or ∈1.50 single, direct 
from Central Philatelic Office 
Hellenic Post, 2 Vissas & Aiolou 
St. GR-101 88 Athens GREECE 
www.elta-net.gr 
 
Scott #s have been assigned: 
Armenia Alphabet #715 
Issued October 5, 2005. 

 
Sri Lanka   More information has become known about 
this issue and Scott has assigned catalogue numbers 
#1526-9 

 
Early Stone Age tools, #1526 

 
Animals, rhinoceros & hippo bones, #1527 

 
Balongoda Culture, 30,000-1,000 BC, #1528 

 
Agriculture; Barley Pollen, #1529 
UPU Issue Date Dec 21st 
Scott Issue Date Dec 20th.   
We’ll have to see the first day covers for this one. 

 
Page  #  14                                                           The Old World Archaeologist  / October 2006 
 

http://www.elta-net.gr/


Archaeology Today   
 
DNA Detectives Delving into Neanderthal Genome 
BERLIN, Germany - U.S. and German scientists launched a two-year project to decipher the genetic code of the 
Neanderthal, a feat they hope will help deepen understanding of how modern humans' brains evolved. 
Neanderthals lived in Europe and western Asia from more than 200,000 years ago to about 30,000 years ago. 
Scientists from Germany's Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology are teaming up with a company 
in Connecticut to map the genome, or DNA code.  "The Neanderthal is the closest relative to the modern human, 
and we believe that by sequencing the Neanderthal we can learn a lot," said Michael Egholm, a vice president at 
454 Life Sciences Corp. of Branford, Connecticut.  There are no firm answers yet about how humans picked up 
key traits such as walking upright and developing complex language. Neanderthals are believed to have been 
relatively sophisticated, but lacking in humans' higher reasoning functions.  
   Over two years, the scientists aim to reconstruct a draft of the 3 billion building blocks of the Neanderthal 
genome -- working with fossil samples from several individuals.  They face the complication of working with 
40,000-year-old samples, and of filtering out microbial DNA that contaminated them after death.  Only about 
5% of the DNA in the samples is actually Neanderthal DNA, Egholm estimated, but pilot experiments had 
convinced them that the decoding was feasible.  At the Max Planck Institute, the project also involves Svante 
Paabo, who nine years ago participated in a pioneering, though smaller-scale, DNA test on a Neanderthal 
sample.  That study suggested that Neanderthals and humans split from a common ancestor a half-million years 
ago and backed the theory that Neanderthals were an evolutionary dead end, not a direct ancestor of modern 
humans.     The new project will help understand how characteristics unique to humans evolved and will also 
identify those genetic changes that enabled modern humans to leave Africa and rapidly spread around the world.   
Copyright July 20, 2006The Associated Press. All rights reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 
 
5000-year-old Dagger Found in Bulgaria 
Archaeologists have discovered a well-preserved golden dagger dated to about 3,000 BCE in a Thracian tomb in 
the center of Bulgaria. It is the latest find from one of many tombs believed to have formed the cradle of 
Thracian civilization.  The dagger, was found near the village of Dubovo. "It's really a sensational discovery," 
said Bozhidar Dimitrov, head of the Bulgarian National Museum of History. "The dagger, which we believe is 
made of gold and platinum, most probably belonged to a Thracian ruler or to a priest." It is the latest in a string 
of finds in the area in recent years, which has excited archaeologists and has provided more details of the skills 
of the still mysterious Thracian civilization. According to officials at the museum, the dagger is about 16 inches 
long and is sharp enough to shave with. The detail on the dagger suggests that it was used for sacrificial 
purposes.   More than 500 pieces of delicate golden jewellery were also found in the tomb, itself discovered two 
years ago near the village of Dubovo, 75 miles east of the capital, Sofia. The objects, unearthed over the past 
few weeks, have been faultlessly preserved and will soon go on public display. 
   Little is known about the Thracians, who are believed to have lived in what is now Bulgaria, Romania, 
northern Greece and Turkey until the 8th century CE when they were assimilated by migrating Slavs. Because 
they are thought not to have used writing, little material has been available for academics to study.  
BBC News, Reuters, The Scotsman (6 August 2006), The Independent (8 August 2006) 
  
Pharaoh Statue Moved Near Pyramids 
CAIRO, Egypt  -- Engineers moved the giant statue of Pharaoh Ramses II from a congested square in Cairo to 
its new home near the more peaceful Great Pyramids.  Contractors moved the more than 3,200-year-old statue 
from Ramses Square in an effort to save it from exhaust fumes and other environmental hazards that were 
causing the 83-ton structure to deteriorate.  Onlookers crowded along the street around the statue, which was 
surrounded by a convoy including 1,500 soldiers, during the final leg of its journey. 
   The trip took about 10 hours from Ramses Square -- its home since the early 1950s when it was taken from a 
temple at the site of the ancient Egyptian capital of Memphis -- to its new location about a mile from the 
pyramids near the site of the future Grand Museum of Egypt.  "I think that today if Ramses could talk, he would 
say 'Thank you for moving me,"' antiquities chief Zahi Hawass told state-run television. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Archaeology Today   
Pharaoh Statue Moved Near Pyramids 
   Engineers constructed a cage around the statue as two flatbed trucks carried it upright during the journey that 
took it across the Nile River.  Experts bickered over where the statue should go for more than a decade before 
deciding on the Grand Museum.  The statue will be renovated as it waits for its new home to be built. The 
museum, which also will house King Tut's mummy and other treasures, is not expected to open for at least five 
years, officials have said.  Ramses II is credited with bringing Egypt unprecedented power and splendor during 
his 67-year reign. He died in 1225 BC. 
Copyright August 25, 2006, The Associated Press.  All rights reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 
 
Spanish Forest Fires Char Stone Age Art 
Priceless art dating from the Stone Age has been damaged in forest fires, some deliberately set, in northwestern 
Spain, officials said. Color paintings and carvings on rocks, known as petroglyphs, of wildlife and geometric 
patterns dating back about 4,000 years, have been charred and blackened in fires in Campo Lameiro and 
Cotobade in northwestern Galicia, local government spokeswoman Iria Mendez said. It is too early to determine 
whether some of the art, considered a national treasure, has been damaged beyond repair, Mendez said.  
Hundreds of fires have raged through the heavily wooded northwestern corner of Spain in the past week, killing 
wildlife and roasting a countryside containing rare remains of early human habitation, such as the paintings. 
Police have arrested 15 people this month, nine in the past four days, on suspicion of starting many of the fires. 
Harold Heckle, Associated Press, Aug. 12, 2006  
 
Ancient Biblical Waterworks Discovered 
RAMAT RACHEL, Israel -- Archaeologists in 
Israel have unearthed an ancient water system 
which was modified by the conquering Persians to 
turn the desert into a paradise.  The network of 
reservoirs, drain pipes and underground tunnels 
served one of the grandest palaces in the biblical 
kingdom of Judea. 
Archaeologists first discovered the palace in 1954, a 
structure built on a six-acre site where the 
communal Ramat Rachel farm now stands.  Recent 
excavations unearthed nearly 70 square meters (750 
square feet) of a unique water system.  "They had 
found a huge palace ... even nicer than the palaces 
in Jerusalem, (dating) from the late Iron Age to the 
end of the biblical period in the 7th century," Oded 
Lipschits, a Tel Aviv University archaeologist, said. 
   The infrastructure of the palace was remodeled 
throughout the centuries to fit the needs of the 
Babylonians, Persians, Romans and Hasmoneans 
who ruled the Holy Land, said Lipschits, who heads 
the dig with an academic from Germany's 
University of Heidelberg.  But it was the Persians, 
who took control of the region around 539 BC from 
the Babylonians, who renovated the water system 
and turned it into a thing of beauty.  Lipschits said 
they added small waterfalls to try to turn a desert 
into a paradise.  "Imagine on this land plants and 
water rushing and streaming here," Lipschits said. 
"This was important to someone who finds 
aesthetics import-ant, for someone who wanted to  

feel as though they are not just in some remote 
corner in the desert." It is be-lieved that rainwater 
came down from the roofs of the houses in the 
palace complex and from there it was col- 
llected by drains into pools or to the underground 
reservoir and taken to nearby fields for crops or 
nice gardens 
Copyright 2006 Wednesday, August 23, 2006; Reuters. 
All rights reserved.This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
 

Awards 

 
Webmaster Fran Adams garnered this award at the 
big show for his Bone & Stone, which can be seen 
on the internet at his website
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