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Daedalus and Icarus are father and son in ancient 
Greek mythology.  They are typical in that the father 
advises, and that the son disregards the advice.  Their 
story has numerous variations; the most common 
story follows herewith.  It begins in Athens and ends 
on the island of Icaria. 
 
Daedalus was a famous architect, inventor, and 
master craftsman. He created many objects that 
figure prominently in various myths. Among his 
inventions and creations were a wooden cow he 
constructed for the queen Pasiphae, the Labyrinth of 
the Minotaur at Knossos, artificial wings for himself 
and his son Icarus.   

 
Daedalus worked at the iron and bronze works and had an apprentice named Talos, age 12.  Talos was much 
more talented and resourceful than Daedalus.  In a fit of jealousy and rage, Daedalus took Talos to the top of 
the Acropolis and pushed him off.   
 

  
Daedelus & Icarus 
Belgium B370, Apr 16,  
1944 Semi-postal with money  
going to the Red Cross.                     
                                                    

 
 
The 3dr stamp (upper right cover above) shows the Acropolis, scene of the crime.  The cover commemorates the 
first flight from Metelin, Greece to Constantinople, Turkey, 1926. 
 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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Editor’s Column 
 
Jack Green has graciously allowed me to use his exhibit to 
make this article on Greek mythology.  As an exhibit, it 
utilized much more philatelic material than stamps.  It is not 
shown in its entirety.  Among Jack’s other interests are Space 
and Jules Verne. 
 
The Old World Archaeologist has won it’s first award!  A 
vermeil.  You will be seeing improvements in it shortly to 
bring it up to snuff of the judges, who had some very sound 
advice, such as, we need a table of contents! 
 
With this issue I am using yet another source for new issues 
since Scotts does not properly list archaeology, at least not to 
my liking!  Anything that shows ancient Egyptian style 
anything, regardless of reason of issue, is listed as 
“archaeology”.  Then we should all collect Egypt!  I 
discovered how easily I can obtain illustrations of every 
stamp in creation – the UPU website!  If anyone would like 
the address it’s www.upu.com.  
 
I’ve put “my” award on Fran’s page.  I’ll be expecting at least 
one more, with critique; then I will compare the 2 to see what 
changes I should make.   
 
A big THANK YOU to all my Writers.  It’s your award!   
 
Among changes I have made is to list a Table of Contents for 
the issues published during 2005.  One of the recom-
mendations was to give a table of contents on the front or in 
the beginning of each issue.  Since that would limit me to 
how much content I could put into each issue.  Several issues 
have had last minute changes done to add a feature.  I try for 
2 feature articles per issue then one article on something 
timely – if it fits.  Usually these are items I have found on the 
internet.   
 
I apologize to those who received the last issue with a 
common cancel.  I delivered the journals to downtown 
Manhattan at 10:00am in order to get a special Walt Whitman 
cancel and found out later that the clerk dumped them in the 
general mail without hand canceling them.  This one has the 
annual first day from the MEGA Show in NYC - Christmas 
Cookies this year. 
 
While I’m on the subject of cancels, I discovered that the July 
issue, which I took to downtown Manhattan for cancellation, 
did not receive the Walt Whitman cancel it was supposed to 
and instead a new clerk dumped all the mail into GPO and all 
received a common machine cancel.   

Caroline 
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Icarus & Daedalus 
By Jack Green                      (Continued from page 1) 
 

                                 
        Acropolis, the Scene of the Crime         Athena,                 Map of Crete 
        Greece Essay circa 1924 showing.        Greece #551, July 1, 1959             Greece #854, April 18, 1966 

 
    Athena, Witness to the Crime 

 

 
 
Athena was the self-appointed guardian of Talos.  As such she was a 
witness when Daedalus pushed Talos off the Acropolis.  She 
quickly turned Talos into a partridge, and he flew away unharmed.  
Daedalus, however, was convicted of murder and exiled to Crete. 

Palos Athena on Ancient Vase 
Greece #123, issued 1896. 
 
Daedalus was exiled to the island of Crete with his son, Icarus.  On Crete, King Minos commissioned him to 
build a huge labyrinth at Knossos, his palace, to confine the Minotaur (half man/half bull).  The Minotaur 
was the son of Minos’ wife and her bull. 
 

                                       
    King Minos                   Knossos Castle or Palace               Palace of Minos & Labyrinth          Britomartis 
   Crete #57, Mar 1,1900     Greece #698, Feb 15, 1961             Crete #81, Feb 15, 1905                  Crete #113,1909-10 
                       (Overprinted #87) 
 
On Crete, Minos chased Britomartis in an attempt to make her his mistress.  Britomartis is shown on a stamp 
of Crete issued 1900-1908.  Shown below is the stamp overprinted “Greece” 
 

 

 
There was more than one Talos in Greek mythology.  The one depicted on 
the Crete stamp (overprinted “Greece”) is the Bronze Man of Crete who ran 
around the island three times a day to prevent the escape of Daedalus & 
Icarus, and stop the intrusion of any enemies. 

    Talos with Wings 
    Crete, 1901 
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Icarus & Daedalus 
By Jack Green             (Continued from page 3) 
 
Escape from Crete 
Despite his exile, Daedalus continued to cause trouble.  On Crete, Minos tired of Daedalus’ problems and tossed 
him and Icarus into the labyrinth knowing the Minotaur would eat them.  Daedalus fashioned wings of wax and 
feathers for himself and Icarus to escape, and they flew away together serenely. 
 

   
Cachet:  making wings of wax from East Germany, with special cancel 1983.   

    
Daedelus preparing  
Icarus for flight 
Greece C24,  
Nov 10, 1935 

 
 
Daedalus & Icarus appear on many stamps issued 
to commemorate the early flight of man, such as 
the Greek stamp at right which depicts Daedalus 
& Icarus along with the Wright Brothers early 
biplane. 
      

Greece #1266,        Switzerland allegorical 
Sept. 21, 1978        figure of flight #C10, 1923-5 
 

Icarus’ Flight 
Before escape, Icarus was warned not to fly too high, or the sun might melt his wings.  After his escape from 
Crete, Icarus flew serenely for a short time. 

              
Icarus in flight                  Icarus heading toward the sun 
Mexico #C141, 1944        Maldive Islands #479, Feb 1, 1974 

 
 
Maldive Islands issued a 
set of stamps for Space 
Exploration.  On the 
souvenir sheet of the 
stamp depicting J F 
Kennedy with US and the 
Apollo Lunar Module and 
Command Module 
spacecraft, Icarus is 
depicted in the selvage, 
flying right to the sun. 
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Icarus & Daedalus 
By Jack Green             (Continued from page 4) 
 

                  
Icarus and Sun,            Gabon #C92, Icarus on redesigned 

Signed Artists Proof          Stamp as Issued         Switzerland #242, Sept 17,1938 
        June 10, 1970 

Icarus’ Fall 
Icarus, too high and too hot, began to lose feathers from his wings.  The loss of the feathers and melting wax 
made him fall back to earth.   

     
The Wright Bros.’ Successful flights with Concorde  Latvia 1932  Latvia 1933 
 in top of selvage and Icarus crashing below.   Too much Sun  Icarus Crashing 
Hungary #C407, May 10, 1978 
 

 
Icrus crashing, souvenir sheet  
Hungary #C275, May 11, 1968 

 
Hungary used the symbolism of Icarus’s crash to 
mourn the deaths of 3 astronauts; Ed White died 
in the fire of a test Apollo capsule, Yuri Gagarin, 
The USSR’s first sosmonaut died in a fighter 
accident, and V. Kamorov was killed in re-entry. 
 
Icarus flew too close to the sun, in spite of his 
father’s warning.  He fell to his death in what is 
now called the Icarian Sea, near the island now 
called Icaria. 
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Icarus & Daedalus 
By Jack Green                                              (Continued from page 5) 

              
Caicios Islands souvenir sheet depicts Icarus       Icarus falling to Earth;  trial color proof of 
and the sun in selvage.  Issued 1984.       Argentina #566, Sept 25, 1947 
 
Daedalus’ Flight 
Daedalus continued in serene flight and today is a symbol of safety, success & progress in modern flight. 
 

               
Daedalus  Belgium  1946  Bophuthatswana Cancel 

 
 
Bophuthatswana special cancel 
(shown at left) 1978, for the first 
day of issue for the set of stamps 
that commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the Wright Bros. 
first powered air flight. 

 
Below Daedelus holds a world globe signifying the travel of mail by airplane.  This stamp was issued by 
Poland for a Poznan to Lodz special flight – 3 June 1921.  Issued by a private company, it is not Scott listed. 

                     
Aero-Targ private payment of       Daedelus, 40th Anniversary of the Intn’l Civil Aviation Org. 
airpost delivery.       Turkey, Sc #2299 Dec 7,  1984    Tanzania, Sc #246 Nov 15, 1984 
          Scott lists both these stamps as depicting Icarus. 

 
Below is a “heart block” of 16 stamps issued  
To commemorate Brazil’s first Aviation Week.   

 
Brazil Scott#386, April 15, 1934 
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Daedalus continued flying safely until he reached 
the island now called Icaria.   

 
Brazil, issued 1947 

 
Daedalus looks skyward from his landing spot on 
Icaria.   Alone, as Icarus died in his fall to earth. 
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Rameses III 
By Hugh W. Johnston 
Due to the campaign to save the many monuments of Nubia, Rameses II, the powerful pharaoh of the 19th 
dynasty, is well known.  Not as well known is the last powerful pharaoh of the 20th dynasty Rameses III (1182-
1151 BC).  He was noted for repulsing the Sea Peoples, a confederation of desperate tribes including the 
Philistines, Tjeker, Shelelish, Weshesh and the Denyen.  The account of the battle is recorded on the walls of 
Rameses’ mortuary temple at Medinet Habu. 
 
In addition to the account of the battle recorded on the exterior wall of the Great Temple, there is a deeply 
incised wall carving of Rameses III hunting wild bulls (now extinct) in a swamp.  This appears on the first pylon 
of the south tower.  It relates to the king’s battles with the Asiatics.  The bragging text before the kind reads: 
 

 
Egypt  Scott #1783  Jan 2, 2001 
 

 “Horus the mighty, conquering the strong; he 
looks upon bulls and lions as (mere) jackals, the 
mighty one, relying upon his arm, conscious of 
his strength, driving off herds of wild bulls as if 
(in) face-to-face conflict, grasping and 
plundering on his right hand, seizing on his left 
hand, he is like Montu; a mighty bull when he 
rages, slaying the lands of the Asiatics, 
desolating their seed, and making the strong 
turn back, lifting their faces.  This land 
stretches out (upon) their back, confident in his 
time, for they have a valiant lord, who issued 
from Re: the Lord of the Two Lands: 
Usermaare-Meri-amon; Lord of Diadems:  
Rameses III.” 

The scene dividers at the left and right read: 
“Live the goods god, the valiant one, son of Amon, crushing all foreign countries; King of Upper and Lower 
Egypt: Usermare-Meriamon; Son of Re:  Rameses III, given life forever.” 
 
Not a great deal is known of Rameses’ family, but at least ten of his children have been identified from their 
tombe in the Valley of the Queens. Of particular interest are the tombe of Amenhirkhopshef  and Khaemwaset 
which contain well-preserved vivid wall paintings.  The royal sons held offices associated with the royal horses 
and chariots. 
 

      

In the tomb of Amenhirkhopshef Rameses III is portrayed leading 
his son before the gods of the underworld (Egypt Scott #752 & 753). 
 
Behind the figure of Amenhirkhopshef the hieroglyphs read; “Great 
one son of the kind.” Before the figure the glyphs read; “User-mare-
Re mery (Amun) justified of Actions”. 
 
The cartouches above the kind read; “Re has fashioned Him, Ruler 
of Heliopolis” and “Powerful is the justice of Re, Beloved of 
(Amun)”  The column behind the king’s legs reads “I have given to 
you the lifetime of Re (and) the years of Atum” 

Egypt Scott #752    Egypt Scott #753 
Jan 1969                 Jan 1969 
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Rameses III                    (continued from page 7) 

By Hugh W. Johnston 
 

      
Egypt Scott #1839, Jan 1, 2003      Egypt Scott #1838, Jan 1, 2003 
 
In another wall painting the prince is depicted wit the ram-
headed god Khnum.  His hair is in a sidelock, signifying that 
he is not yet of age. 

 
 
On the architrave leading to the last 
chamber in the tomb is shown a winged 
solar disk representing the got Horus-
Behedety above two uraei representing 
the goddesses Wadjet and Hekhbet 
carrying shem symbols surrounding the 
royal names.   
Interestingly, Amenhirkhopshef was 
never buried in this tomb.  Rather, his 
mummy was found in a sarcophagus 
prepared for Queen Tausert and 
discovered in the tomb of chancellor Bay. 

 

 

 
Rameses III apparently died in the midst of a harem conspiracy instigated by one of his 
minor queens.  That story has not been illustrated on Egyptian stamps, but his death is 
alluded to on a stamp showing his coronation by Horus and Seth.  The triad is in the 
Cairo Egyptian Museum. 
 
Rameses III reigned for 31 years but seems to have constructed few notable monuments 
or buildings - apart from his vast mortuary temple at Medinet Habu and his famous 
tomb (KV11). The latter was almost certainly started by his father. 
 

Egypt Scott #1671 

 
Cartouche of  
Rameses III 
 

 

President’s Message 
Greetings, well summer’s over and hopefully we’ve seen the last to the hurricanes.  
Those poor folks in Mississippi and Louisiana have seen their stamp collections 
literally float away – along with everything else.  With all this in the news; now would 
be a good time to check where we keep our stamp collections and how safe they are 
from fire and flood.  Here in Massachusetts there is very small chance of a hurricane 
hitting but we do get some good nor’easters and lots of snow.  The snow is okay 
because it gives me time to work on my stamps. 

Since the holiday season will be arriving as you receive this issue, Happy Halloween, Happy Thanksgiving, Merry 
Christmas and Happy Hanukah to everyone. 

Member News                  
See you there!  Old World Archaeological Study Unit has reserved meeting time on Friday, June 2nd 2006.  We 
reserved for 3:pm but check at the ATA Study Unit desk when you arrive for any further details.  The building is 
BIG!  You do not want the main entrance because you will wind up walking a distance of 3 blocks inside the 
building to find the entrance to the stamp show.  Why?  Security!  Working in New York City, what would have 
shocked me 5 years ago I now take as commonplace, there have been soldiers in the streets of NYC since Sept 12th 
2001.  I gather the same conditions exist in Washington DC as New York City, so be prepared. 
 
We are planning a dinner Friday night, dutch treat, at a local restaurant.  Things are expensive in Washington these 
days.  Since I have to be there for the duration of the show, I am staying at one of the show hotels, Wyndham 
Washington Hotel.   
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New Digs 
Since there were no new stamps illustrated in several issues of Scotts Stamp Monthly, and I don’t believe nobody is 
issuing archaeology related stamps; I have decided to use a new source of information.  The UPU WADP pages list 
all new stamps issued by legitimate stamp issuing entities.  Of course, many new issues never see the country 
whose name appears on them, and some are so bold as to make up their own name!  Whenever this is believed to be 
the case it is the policy of your editor to state so.  It remains the policy of the OWASU and this journal not to tell 
our members what to collect.  I will continue to use several sources for new issues.  Enjoy! 
 

      
Bahrain   /   Date of Issue 27 April 2005   /   Subject - Golden Jubilee of the discovery of the Dilmon Civilization 
 

 

 
Georgia   /   Scott #252-255 
Date of Issue:  5 November 2004 
Subject:  Ancient Jewelry; 20t & 30t AD 3rd-4th C  
40t 2000-1500BC, 80t 500BC,  

 
Georgia  Architecture (UNESCO) 
Date of Issue:  5 Nov 2004 
Various sites in Georgia under UNESCO protection. 
Mostly Medieval. 

(continued on page 10) 
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New Digs 
(Continued from page  9 ) 
 

 
Bosnia - Herzegovina (Croatian Posts) 

Date of Issue  27 June 2004 
Subj: Kocherin Tablet 

 

 
Germany 

Scott #2306 
Date of Issue: 3 January 2005 
Subject German Archaeology;  
Celtic Prince Vom Glauderg 

 

       
Iran (Islamic Rep) 

Date of Issue 14 March 2005 
Subject – Persepolis (left) and The first World 

Charter of Human Rights;  Issued for 2005 World 
Exposition , Aichi, Japan 

 

 
Italy 

Date of Issue 18 March 2005 
Subject – Regions of Italy 2005 

 

     
Kazakhstan 

Date of Issue  19 December 2003 
Subject:  Petroglyphs Tangaly 

 

 
Morocco 

Date of Issue 31 May 2005 
Subject – Heritage in Morocco – Rock engraving 

    
Tunisia    /   Date of Issue 18 May 2005   /   Subject – Sculptures from the Punic and Roman eras - Statue of the 
God Aesculapius, Sculpture of Victory, Carthaginian mask, Statue of the god "Baal Ammon"  (Would any of my 
Egyptian people like to tell me if this Ammon is related to Amon?) 
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New Digs 
(Continued from page 10) 

          

 
Russia 
Date of Issue  25 February 2005  
Subject: Treasures of Sarmat R7  
  
More Egyptian Treasures from the U.N. 

  

 
Pictured above is only one set of 6 different designs. 
Issued August 16th in each respective City.  They now 
include the postcard rates and second ounce rates.  
Same designs as issued August 4th, depicted in July 
issue, but there are now 6 of each, New York, Vienna 
and Geneva.  Added to the previous set of 2 were 
Postcard rates. 
 
Archaeology Today 
Avebury's Future Mapped Out   (Stonehenge) 
A new management strategy setting out plans for the 
Avebury World Heritage site (Wiltshire, England) has 
been launched. It aims to protect the site for future 
generations and balance the needs of the local 
community and the 350,000 visitors who visit every 
year. The plan also deals with issues such as traffic, 
nature conservation and archaeological research. 
An English Heritage spokesman said the plan shows 
how the site's monuments and landscape will be 
preserved. The action plan for site includes the 
improvement of the management of archaeological sites 
within the site and the reduction of visitor erosion at key  
 

 



  

Avebury's Future (cont’d) 
monuments; the implementation of a long-term 
solution to repair Silbury Hill; the establishment of 
safe pedestrian crossing points in the Henge 
monument and at other key locations. 
The Avebury World Heritage Site was inscribed on the 
World Heritage List by UNESCO in 1986 together 
with Stonehenge. It was inscribed because of the 
importance and good survival of the six key 
prehistoric monuments - the Henge and Stone Circle, 
West Kennet Avenue, Silbury Hill, Windmill Hill, The 
Sanctuary and West Kennet Long Barrow. The 
Avebury stone circle is the largest in the world.  The 
World Heritage Site is 22.5 square kilometres in size 
(2250 hectares), and contains more than 300 known 
archaeological sites. 
Source: BBC News (9 September 2005) 
 
3000-Year-old Mummified Body Unearthed in 
India 
A mummified body wearing copper bracelets, some 
pottery and other artifacts dating back to the Indus 
Valley civilisation (1,000 BCE), have been found at a 
village in Baghpat district where the Archaeological 
Survey of India is conducting an excavation. 
The body, caked in mud and dirt collected over the 
centuries, was found at Sinoli village in Baghpat 
district and "could belong to the Sindhu period (or the 
Indus Valley era) about 3,000 years ago", 
archaeologist Dharamveer Sharma said. Sharma, who 
is supervising the ASI dig, said the excavation was at 
the initial stages and they had so far come upon 
intricate pots and other items of pottery dating to the 
period.  He said the "shape and inscriptions" on the 
artifacts indicated that they could belong to the Sindhu 
period, though tests (like radio-carbon dating) had yet 
to be conducted. 
The first items of pottery were found by one 
Dharampal while he was tilling his field in Sanoli 
village about a year ago after which the ASI decided 
to excavate the area. 
Source: The Times of India (25 August 2005) 
  
Archeological Evidence dating back to 4th-3rd 
Centuries B.C. Found in West Kazakhstan  
URALSK. August 16.. /Gaissagali Yeraly 
Unique archeological evidence dating back to IV-III 
centuries BCE is revealed nearby Oblavka village of 
Burlinskiy district, West Kazakhstan oblast. Oblast 
history  and  archeology  center  specialists  were  

  (continued on page 12) 
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Archaeology Today       (contd from pg 11)
Archeological Evidence Found in West 
Kazakhstan (continued from pg 11) 
working on a dig there for a month. According to its 
director, doctor of historical studies Murat Sydykov, 
the evidences are valuable. In particular, discovered 
were ceramics, beads, golden rings and bronze 
mirrors. 
Interments in the shape of under-burial mounts in the 
form of catacombs are characteristic for that region, 
Russian scientist Sergey Gutsalov said, who also took 
part in the researches. The archaeological evidence 
will be handed to West Kazakhstan oblast regional 
museum. 
Source: Kazinform (16 August 2005) 
 
New Analysis of Pottery Stirs Olmec Trade 
Controversy 
Analysis of 3,000-year-old pottery shards from the 
ancient Olmec capital of San Lorenzo and other sites 
contradicts the notion among some researchers that 
the Olmec civilization was the "mother culture" that 
laid the foundation for the Inca, Maya and other 
civilizations of Central and South America.  
Many researchers believe that the Olmec were the 
primary culture of the region, ultimately raising the 
other chiefdoms to the level of civilization. A key 
role in this process was played by pottery, these 
researchers say, which the Olmec made and gave 
away, incorporating many of their cultural beliefs 
into the decorations. But a chemical analysis by 
researchers from the University of Wisconsin 
indicates that pottery was produced throughout the 
region and exchanged in trade among sister states, the 
team reports in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 
"The Olmec were big and numerous and made 
impressive stone monuments, but they were not the 
source of all known ideas," said archeologist Kent 
Flannery of the University of Michigan, one of the 
report's authors.  
The Olmec people, who called themselves Xi 
(pronounced "shee"), were among the earliest 
cultures in the Americas, emerging around 1200 
BCE. Their capital was what is now San Lorenzo, 
near Veracruz on the Gulf Coast of Mexico. There 
they built massive pyramids and plazas with 
ceremonial buildings and elite residences. Among 
their chief legacies are massive stone heads carved in 
the image of their rulers. 
Five of the samples dug up in the Olmec capital  
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"were unambiguously from Oaxaca, demonstrating 
that some of the pottery in San Lorenzo was made 
elsewhere," Stoltman said. That "contradicts recent 
claims that the Gulf Coast was the sole source of 
pottery" for the region. "It's difficult to give primacy 
to one culture," Stoltman says. "In many ways, the 
Olmec culture was unique," but it may have only 
been one part of the cultural equation of the day. 
Sources: Innovations Report, Los Angeles Times  
(2 August 2005) 
 
Military Bulldoze 8,000-year-old Karpas Site  
By Simon Bahceli    Copyright © Cyprus Mail 2005 
Reports that the Turkish Cypriot armed forces 
bulldozed away an 8,000-year-old Neolithic site at 
the tip of the Karpas peninsula to make way for a flag 
pole was confirmed by both official and non official 
sources in the north. 
The site, known as Kastros, lies 4km north of 
Apostolos Andreas on a steep hillside, the remains of 
which, if they have survived, now lie under a military 
road.  
 “The Neolithic settlement was on the side of a small 
hill leading to a plateau. The security forces built a 
road to the plateau which, it seems, has destroyed 
some or all of the Neolithic site,” head of the 
‘antiquities and museums department’ in Famagusta 
Hasan Tekel told the Cyprus Mail yesterday.  
He added, however, that the road would have to be 
dug up before he could comment on the extent of the 
damage to the ancient settlement. 
Tekel’s statement came soon after the north’s 
‘economy and tourism ministry’ made a short 
statement saying it had only recently received learned 
that the site had been bulldozed to make way for road 
leading to a platform upon which the flags of Turkey 
and the ‘TRNC’ were placed. The flags were 
allegedly erected on July 18. 
The statement said, “Since receiving the news… 
experts from the antiquities and museums department 
have carried out inspections at the site and have now 
presented a report to the ministry of economy and 
tourism. The ministry and the security forces are 
working together to do whatever is necessary.”  
News of the desecration of Kastros emerged in an 
article published on Tuesday in the north’s outspoken 
daily Afrika. The paper claimed the army had 
bulldozed the site without gaining permission from 
the authorities to do so. Tekel later confirmed to the 
Mail that the army had indeed neglected to contact  
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Archaeology Today       (contd from page 12) 
Military Bulldoze 8,000-year-old Karpas Site 
(continued from page 12) 
any branch of the north’s authorities for permission 
to build the road.  The Karpas ‘municipality’ was 
also implicated in what has been described as an act 
of desecration, with its head Arif Ozbayrak admitting 
it was he who lent the army a bulldozer and a digger 
to clear the area.  
Ozbayrak however denied responsibility by saying, 
“We didn’t do it. The military wanted the equipment, 
so we gave it to them.” 
Kastros is said to be of immense archaeological 
importance. One source told the Cyprus Mail that the 
remains were as old as Chirokitia near Limassol, 
which is believed to house the earliest evidence of 
human existence on Cyprus.  
The same source claimed to have information that the 
Turkish Cypriot security forces simply bulldozed the 
remains away and “threw them as debris into the sea” 
and that the site had been “completely destroyed”.  
However, a source at the north’s ‘ministry of 
economy and tourism’ told the Mail yesterday they 
did not believe the military had destroyed the site out 
of malice. 
“I am very upset about what has happened, but I 
don’t believe it was done knowingly. To anyone 
other than an expert it would have looked like so 
much rubble.” 
Formal excavations at Kastros began in 1970 under 
the leadership of French archaeologist Alain Le Brun, 
but were put on hold after the Turkish invasion. A 
source told the Mail yesterday that Le Brun had 
visited the site since the road had been built and was 
said to be “devastated”. 
Le Brun’s excavations in the early 70s revealed a 
number of round dry-stone dwellings around 2.5 
metres in diameter dating from the 6th millennium 
BC. The Turkish Cypriot security forces refused to 
comment on the matter.  
Copyright © Cyprus Mail 2005 
 
Tourist killed on Greek Archaeological Site 
LONDON (Reuters) - A British man was killed when 
a vast steel roof above the Akrotiri archaeological 
site on the Greek island of Santorini collapsed on 
Friday, the Foreign Office confirmed on Saturday. 
The official said he did not know whether the man, 
whose family came from Wales, was an archaeologist 
or a tourist. 
The steel structure above the ancient Minoan city of  
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Akrotiri  gave  in  after  it  was  covered  with  soil  to  
blend in with the Aegean island's environment. 
Workers had been watering the soil on the roof when 
it collapsed. 
Two Americans, two Slovaks and a German tourist as 
well as a Greek worker were injured in the accident. 
A Greek official on Friday said the contractor and the 
architect of the 1,000 sq metre (19,400 sq foot) roof 
had been arrested and would appear before a Greek 
prosecutor. 
Special rescue teams from Athens had to be flown in 
to assist in lifting the roof, which was installed five 
years ago to reduce weather damage and to allow 
further excavations. 
One of the most popular archaeological sites in 
Greece, the spectacular Akrotiri ancient city was 
discovered in 1967 by Greek archaeology professor 
Spyridon Marinatos.  He died on the site in 1974 
when he fell while inspecting excavation work. 
© Reuters 2005. All Rights Reserved. 
 
Cambodian Archaeological Sites Being 
Decimated 
Tomb raiders are decimating Cambodia's 
archaeological sites, looting ancient and remote 
cemeteries to sell antiques to tourists, an independent 
watchdog warned as it prepares a campaign to 
educate potential buyers. The problem is in part an 
unintended side effect of Cambodia's success in 
protecting its world-famous Angkor Wat temple 
complex, said Terressa Davis of Heritage Watch, an 
independent group which works to protect 
Cambodia's archaeological heritage. 
The hardest-hit provinces are the poor regions along 
the Thai border, such as Banteay Meanchey province, 
where villagers have unearthed ancient graves on a 
large scale to find ancient tools to sell to smugglers 
who sneak them into Thailand, she said. Some of the 
cemeteries in Banteay Meanchey date to 500 BCE, 
while other cemeteries and temples are from the 
Angkor era, roughly the ninth to the 14th centuries. 
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Archaeology Today       (contd from page 13) 
Cambodian Archaeological Sites Being 
Decimated   (continued from page 13) 
In a bid to curb the illegal trade in artifacts, Heritage 
Watch is opening a two-month exhibition at Angkor 
Wat starting October, to educate tourists about how 
the looting destroys Cambodia's heritage, Davis said. 
The aim of the exhibition is "try to get tourists to 
realize that this is going on and also to educate them, 
so they don't purchase antiquities," Nearly 20 percent 
of foreign tourists admit to buying an antiquity in 
Cambodia, according to a Heritage Watch study.  
With about one million foreigners visiting every year, 
that means hundreds of thousands of antiques are 
leaving the country, Davis said. 
Sok Sareth, deputy governor of Banteay Meanchey  
 

province, admitted looting was a problem in his 
region, but said poverty was the real problem. "The 
poor people dig up the cemeteries hoping to get 
ancient pots and beads to sell to business people," he 
said. The national government has issued repeated 
orders against desecrating ancient sites, but 
enforcement has proved difficult, said Chuch 
Phoeurng, secretary of state for the ministry of 
culture and fine arts. Because many of the sites are in 
remote areas, authorities often discover the looting 
too late, he said. The ministry has documented some 
3,350 ancient cultural sites, including cemeteries and 
temple compounds, but teams are still surveying the 
country for more. 
Sources: AFP, Yahoo! News (23 September 2005) 
 
 

Awards    (move over Fran!) 
 

 
Needs NO Introduction!  A Special THANK YOU! To our 
Award Winning Writers, George Rohrer, Lascaux,  Nguyen Bao-
Tung, Angkor!, Eileen Meier, More on Peking Man & Bamiyan, 
Afghanistan,  Barbara Soper, Ancient Rhytons, Hugh Johnston, 
The Most Select of Places, Andrew Morse, Archaeology of 
Ancient Sweden, and Fred Skvara, Ancient Medicine.   

These are the people who put the 2004 issue 
of your Journal together.  All I do is cut and 
paste everything together.  Also, for those 
who are not aware, we lost two of the above 
in 2004, George Rohrer and Nguyen Bao-
Tung.  They will certainly be missed, 
especially by this editor.   
Winter is coming, we’ll all (okay, most of us)  
soon be snowed in!  Hopefully in nice warm 
living rooms or dens and nothing to do but 
write scholarly philatelic articles.  If you have 
an interest that has not yet been written 
about in the Old World Archaeologist, 
suggest it!  Or send some color illustrations 
of stamps with explanations and something 
will turn out!  That’s how the article on 
Bamiyan got done and this year’s Merhaba!    
For those listed above, a sincere thanks for 
making my job just a little bit easier with 
your efforts. 

 
The StormKeeper Award  
08/08/05  
Congratulations!!!     Your site, Old World Archaeological Study Unit, has been 
chosen as a winner of The StormKeeper Award. It was a pleasure to visit your site and 
you have a great site. There is only one award, no bronze, silver, gold -- so to receive 
this award your site must be exceptional. - AS rating 3.5, WA-3, IWARA-Elite 5 
- My warm regards, Iceman 
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