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Time permitting, tourists visiting Egypt usually 
include Luxor, the site of ancient Thebes (see map on 
Laos Scott #89).  On the west bank of the Nile near 
Luxor are the ancient funerary temples and tombs of 
the aristocracy.  On the east bank are the temples 
devoted to worship of the triad, Amun-Re, Mut and 
Khonsu, by the pharaoh and his priests.  In this article 
we examine stamps illustrating scenes of the two 
major temples in the area on the east bank of the 
Nile:  Ipset-isut, “The (Most) Select of places” just 
north of the town, and Ipet-resyt, “The Southern Ipet” 
in the center of town. 
 

 

 
 
 
The entire area of Luxor/Karnak/Thebes is 
listed on the UNESCO list of cultural sites.

  Laos #89 (March 8, 1964) 
         Map of sites along the Nile. 

  This stamp was also issued in a souvenir sheet of 3 values 
 
The huge complex of Ipet-isut is approached from the Nile through an avenue of rams (Egypt Higgins & Gage 42) 
dating from the reign of the pharaoh Ramesses II (1290-1224BC).  Each ram, representing the power of the 
monarch, holds a small statue of Ramesses between its fore paws. 
 

(Continued on Page 3)
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From the Editor 
 
Already and it’s time for another issue!  Actually I started 
working on this one about a week after I finished the last 
one and I already have January’s articles ready.   
 
Enclosed with this issue is a dues renewal notice.  The 
first you have received in quite a while.  Since your dues 
include 4 issues of Old World Archaeologist and for some 
years there were only 2 issues published in a calendar 
year, dues had not been collected.  With this issue you 
have received 4 OWA’s that I have done.   
 
Also, another first and I hope only, the dues renewal asks 
that you remit the dues to my address.  I will then send the 
checks to the bank.  This will make it easier for Eileen 
Meier who has been experiencing some health problems 
the past year or so.  For those of you who have been 
watching our website you have noticed Merle Farrington 
collects the dues from there.  We are in desperate need of 
someone to take over Eileen’s duties as 
Secretary/Treasurer.   
 
As a special Thank You to Eileen; as she is cleaning up 
the house she has an envelope (no, make that a box) with 
my name on it and every week or so sends me something.  
The items she is sending me will be turned into articles in 
the following year.  I just received something on the Silk 
Road that can be made into an interesting article, as soon 
as I get a map!  The map she sent me is in Chinese!! 
 
The UNESCO idea turned out to be a good one.  It seems 
only my back yard has not been put on the UNESCO list 
of Heritage Sites—yet!   
 
Some of our members are interested in North & South 
American archaeology as well as Old World.  I ask those 
members to take this opportunity to let me know what 
they are interested in so I can pursue those topics and 
track down articles. 
 
We have at least one member interested in mythology and 
I have something Greek to be published in 2005.  Taken 
from an exhibit, it will be similar to Fred Skvara’s article 
in this issue. 
 
Oh!  This issue is being send via First Day Cover.  
Courtesy of New York and Kansas City USPS personel. 
 
 

Caroline 
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The Most Select of Places 
By Hugh W. Johnston    (Continued from page 1) 
 

 
H&G #42  This postal card is one in a set of 25 views, 

another appears elsewhere in this article. 
Only 200 of each were issued.  Postal usage is rare. 

 

 
               Qatar Scott#47          with overprint – note “D” 
               (Jan 17, 1965)           & currency lower right --  

Column from  Great           probably not issued. 
              Hypostyle Hall 
 

 
 
The Great Hypostyle Hall of the 
Temple of Amun-Mut-Khonsu, 
measuring 338 ft. by 171 ft., has 
not been illustrated on postal 
material.  However, one of the 
hall’s 134 papyrus columns has 
been shown on stamps.  The 
center ones are 69 feet tall and 
have open capitals (Qatar Scott 
#47).  In ancient Egyptian 
mythology the columns with 
their bud or flower capitals 
represent the plants on the 
original island of creation.   
  

Hypostyle Hall 
 

 
Egypt Scott#1519 (May 25, 1997) 

Pharaoh Amenhotep III 
 

 
Egypt Scott#1761 (May 25, 2002) 

Temple of Karnak 
 
Construction of the hall was initiated by Amenhotep III (Egypt 
Scott #1519), but many of its decorations were usurped by 
Ramesses II whose cartouche is prominently carved on the 
column shown.  The exterior walls of the hall are covered with 
reliefs celebrating military exploits.  For example, the got Thoth 
is shown inscribing the name of a victorious Ramesses II on a 
wall.  Note that the cartouche on the stamp (Egypt Scott #107) 
reads “Son of the Sun Fuad Living Forever”!  Fuad I ruled 
Egypt as sultan and king in AD 1868-1936.  

Scott #107 (April 1925) 
Thoth Carving Cartouche
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The Most Select of Places 
By Hugh W. Johnston    (Cont’d from page 3) 
 
Rising above the temple enclosure were obelisks whose gilded pyramid shaped tops caught the rays of the rising 
and setting sun.  Obelisks date back to the early sun cults in Egyptian history.  They consist of a lengthly tapering 
upright shaft with four sides and are topped by a sharply pointed and gilded pyramidion. 
 
 

 
France Scott #584 (May 7, 1947) 

Place de la Concorde, Paris 
        Obelisk on left of fountain 

 
Egypt Scott #1549 

(Jan 2, 1994) Tutmosis III 
 

 
Turkey Scott #254 (Jan 14, 1914) 

Obelisk in Istanbul 
(Constantinople 

when this stamp was issued) 
 
Two of those erected at Karnak have been illustrated on stamps.  One of the two 74 ft. high 280 ton obelisks of 
Ramesses, which stood before his temple at Karnak, was donated to France by Mohammed Ali and transported to 
Paris in 1831 (France Scott #584).  Another, ascribed to Djehutymes III (Tutmosis in Greek, Egypt Scott #1549) 95 
ft. high, was taken by Theodosius I to Istanbul and erected on the central axis of the Hippodrome in AD 390 
(Turkey Scott #254). 
 
As one of the leading officials at the court of 
Amenhotep III, Amenhotep Son of Hapu was 
responsible for the sculpting of various statues of the 
kind, and supervised construction of several buildings 
at Thebes.  Therefore, he was granted the privilege of 
placing a statue of himself within the Great Temple at 
Karnak (Egypt Scott #152).  This statue was the only 
private monument allowed in the royal temples.  The 
inscription across the base of the kneeling figure reads 
“People of Karnak who wish to see Amun; come to me 
and I will transmit your petitions.” 
 

 
Egypt Scott #152 (Dec 29, 1927) 

Amenhotep, Son of Hapu 

Seen beyond the sixth pylon of the Great Temple is the First Hall of Records constructed by Djehutymes III (1504-
1450BC).  Its roof was supported by two granite pillars (Egypt Scott #1763).  The pillar on the right bears the lotus 
hieroglyph of Upper Egypt; the one on the left, the papyrus hieroglyph of Lower Egypt. 
 

 
Egypt Scott #1763 (June 1, 2002) 
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In the courtyard of the seventh pylon of the Great Temple, 
archaeologist Georges Legrain in 1904 discovered a cache of over 
700 statues.  A striding statue of Djehutymes III (1504-1450BC) was 
unearthed, the head of which is illustrated here (Egypt Scott C221).  
Djehutymes III (Tuthmosis in Greek) was the king who erased most 
of the cartouches of his predecessor Queen Hatshepsut (1498-
1483BC) from her monuments in the temple precincts. 
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The Most Select of Places 
By Hugh W. Johnston    (Cont’d from page 4) 
 

 
Egypt #C221 (Mar. 25, 1997) 

Tutmosis III 
 

 
Egypt #C181 (Mar. 1, 1985) 

Akhenaton 
 

Just east of the temple of Amun, the pharaoh Akhenaten (1350-
1334BC) constructed a temple dedicated to the Aten, a sun god 
venerated in Egypt’s Old Kingdom but now worshipped as the 
alternative to Amun (“the Hidden One”).  In a peristyle court of this 
temple, several sandstone statues of the kind were discovered, 
including the one illustrated here (Egypt Scott C181).  In the Year 6 
of his reign, in an effort to undercut the power of the priests of Amun, 
Akhenaten moved his court downstream to a site midway between 
Memphis and Thebes.  He names the site Akhetated, “Horizon of the 
Aten”. 
 

 
Egypt #56 (Jan 8, 1914) 

Pylon of Karnak & 
Temple of Khonsu 

There is a gate through the southern wall of the Karnak precincts erected by Ptolemy III Euergetes (247-222BC, 
Egypt Scott #86).  The typography on the stamp is so fine that the figures of the gods worshipped by Euergetes can 
be identified with the aid of a magnifying glass. 
 

 
Egypt #1344d (June 18, 1987) 

Temple of Theban Triad, Luxor 
 

 
H&G #42, Columns of Great Hypostyle Hall, Karnak   

 
Beyond the gate was an avenue of sphinxes used as a processional way at times, when statues of Amun and his 
consorts “visited” the Southern Ipet and its god Amenemope, “Amun of the Ipet”.  The temple itself is 623 ft. by 
180 ft. (Egypt Scott #1344d).  The ancient ruin is marred by the presence of a mosque dedicated to the Muslim 
saint, Abu el-Haggag, erected during a period when the archaeologists were absent from the site.  The imposing 
colonnade built by Amenhotep III was the prototype for the Great Hypostyle Hall of the Karnak temple.  Details of 
the 62 ft. columns are shown on a postal card from the set mentioned earlier in this article (Egypt H&G #42).  
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The Most Select of Places 
By Hugh W. Johnston    (Cont’d from page 5) 
 
 
 

 
 Scott #1275 (May 1, ‘85) 
         Rameses II 
 

Before the entrance pylon is the one remaining seated statue of Ramesses II (Egypt 
Scott 1275) and an 82 ft. high obelisk bearing his name (Egypt Scott #1761).  
Passing through this pylon one finds a forecourt constructed by Ramesses II 
bearing statues of the king between papyrus-bud columns (Egypt Scott #893).  But 
probably one of the most exciting finds in the temple area was the so-called Luxor 
Temple Cachette.  On the 22nd of January 1998, archaeologists and their workers 
discovered a deep pit containing a magnificent hoard of statues.  These were 
hidden there, possibly by priests, early in the 4th century AD when the Romans 
installed the cult of the deified Roman emperor.  On the stamps illustrated here 
(Egypt Scott #1592a and 1593) are shown seated statues of the goddess Hathor, the 
god Atum, and the god Amun holding a smaller statue of king Horemheb (Egypt 
Scott #1515) between his legs. 

 

 
Scott #1592a (July 23, 1995) 

Hathor & Atum se-tenant issue 
 
 

 

 
Egypt Scott #1515 
(1999) Horemheb 

 

 
Scott#1593 (July 23, 1995) 

Amun & Horemheb 

 
Egypt Scott #C155 (Mar. 21, 1973) 

Sound & Light Show at Karnak 
 

 
Photo of Sound & Light Show

 
No visit to the temples of Karnak and Luxor is complete without attendance at one of the sound-and-light 
shows (Egypt Scott #C155).  The views are spectacular and the audio presentation nicely summarized the 
history of the “Greatest Outdoor Museum in the World”. 
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The Archaeology of Ancient 
Sweden 
By Andrew N. Morse 
 
The Scandinavian Peninsula in northern Europe was 
one of the last parts of the Old World to be settled.  
The thick glaciers of the Ice Ages kept region in their 
frozen grip for centuries.  While farming 
communities flourished in the Middle East, the 
ancestors of today’s Swedes were just beginning to 
gain a foothold at the southern tip of the peninsula. 
 
The earliest archaeological remains in Sweden date to 
about 7000 BC.  The first inhabitants were probably 
wandering hunters.  By 2500 BC however, farming 
had become well established.   
 
Like many ancient Europeans, the early Swedes 
constructed elaborate tombs for their leaders.  One of 
the most dramatic of these burial sites is the “ship’s 
grave”, located in the southern province of Skane.  
Fifth-eight stone monoliths were set up in a fashion 
that suggested the outline of a ship’s hull.  The bodies 
were buried within the enclosure.  Scott #665, issued 
in 1966 provides a view of the monument from one 
end of the enclosure. 
 

 
Scott #665 (1966) 

Megaliths 
 
Sweden’s Bronze Age lasted from about 1500 to 500 
BC.  Bronze, an alloy of copper and tin, was useful in 
manufacturing weapons, tools, artistic objects, etc.  
Bronze Age artifacts found in graves and in other 
archaeological sites provide vital information 
concerning the ancient Scandinavian way of like. 
 
In 1996 Sweden issued stamps depicting ancient 
artifacts.  Scott #2145 shows two rather odd bronze 
cult figures, which may have had some religious 
significance.  Another bronze cult object appears on 
#2148.  Such items demonstrate the skills possessed 
by the early Scandinavian craftsmen. 
 
 

 
Scott # 2145-8 (Oct 27, 1995) 

        Bronze Cult Figures:  Man with Beak and Nude  
        Woman (Bronze Age) 
        Detail of Gold Collar (Great Migration Period) 
        Bracteate Pendant depicting figure on horse  
        (Great Migration Period) 
        Circular Bronze Cult Object (Bronze Age) 
 
Scott # 469, which is part of a large set, shows 
Bronze Age artifacts of a different kind.  Ancient 
peoples left behind petroglyphs, images that were 
carved into or painted upon, rock surfaces.  Hundreds 
of petroglyph sites have been discovered in Sweden.  
The stamps depict some of the popular motifs:  
hunters, animals and fish. 
 

 
Scott #469  (Nov 8, 1954) 

Images found on Caves 
 
By the early centuries AD, the age of bronze was 
giving way to an age of iron – though bronze 
continued to be employed for many decorative 
objects.  Many Iron Age relics are associated with the 
area around Vendel, in the modern province of 
Uppsala.  Burial mounds in the vicinity have yielded 
quite a horde of treasures. 
 

(Continued on page 8)
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The Archaeology of Ancient Sweden 
By Andrew N. Morse                                                              (continued from page 7) 
 
From Treasures of the Vendels 

 
Scott #1112 

(March 25, 1975) 

 
Scott #1113 

(March 25, 1975) 
 

 

 
Scott #1114 & 1115 

(March 25, 1975) 

In 1975 Sweden issued a booklet showing some of the Vendel finds.  Scott #1113 depicts the iron hilt of a sword, 
along with the mounting for the scabbard.  Scott #1114 shows a shield buckle, and #1115 bears the image of a 
helmet. 
 

 
Scott #1116 

(March 25, 1975) 
Gold Men, from the Eketorp II 

Excavations, 400-700AD 
 
The increasing sophistication of the artifacts 
unearthed by archaeologists shows that Scandinavia’s 
early isolation was beginning to break down by 500-
600AD.  The region was becoming more tied in with 
trade routes to the rest of the Old World.   

 
Isle of Man Scott # 251 (1983) 
 
The stage was set for the dramatic expansion of the 
Viking Age. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Club News 
Help Wanted 
We are still looking for someone to replace Ms. Eileen Meier as Secretary/Treasurer.  If anyone has experience in 
this type of office, please volunteer.  Right now her work is being shared by 2 board members but this position 
requires someone to fill.  This is why the enclosed dues renewal notice is to be sent to Caroline Scannell instead of 
Eileen.  Please fill out the questionnaire part and send it in the envelope provided.   
 
For those of you who are AAPE members and exhibitors, you are familiar with the name Harry Meier, Eileen’s 
husband.  Harry suffered a stroke last winter and as I write this in September, is still in a nursing home.  Eileen may 
have to sell their present residence and get something smaller “in town”.  To assist her by taking some of her 
responsibilities dues renewals, along with the questionnaire about OWA will come to me this year.  We hope to be 
in better shape next year.  Eileen’s health has never been great and she (like me) requires public transportation. 
 
Anyone out there interested?  Banking or financial background is helpful to make annual financial statements but 
that can also be done with rudimentary bookkeeping knowledge. 
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The President’s Message 
We usually think of mint stamps and specialty covers in 
collecting and writing for OWASU.  
I wondered if any of you deal with booklets, post cards 
or postal cards, embossed envelopes, souvenir sheets, 
maxi-cards or watermarked paper as a part of your 
collection?  Do you have any special means of dealing 
with these items which is different from the way you 
would mount and display mint stamps and covers?  If 
enough of you write in with tips, we could do a "How 
to" or "How not to" article in a future issue.  
 

Merle Farrington 
 
More Club News 
OWASU recently celebrated a birthday!  August 30th 
1977 we became a Study Unit of the ATA, and in 1979 
we joined the APS as an Affiliate.  We got our 25 year 
certificate from the APS at the last StampShow!  It is 
reproduced below for all to see. 

 
 
Members in the (Philatelic) News 
While reading the latest issue of Topical Time, 
webmaster Fran Adams’ one frame “Dark Caves, 
Bright Visions” is reproduced in it’s entirety.  The 
exhibit garnered a Gold at National Topical Stamp 
Show   last   June   in   Memphis.   Mr.   Adams    has           
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volunteered to put together a one frame about our 
club’s collecting interests.  Anyone interested in  
making sure their interests are represented, you can 
reach Fran at webadmin@owasu.org.   
 
Miss Pharoa Athena garnered a Vermeil for her 5 
frames of  “Save the Monuments of Nubia” at NTSS.  
Miss Athena is a feline member of your editor’s 
household.  Okay, she’s not a member, but she’s cute! 
 
Does anyone else out there exhibit?  Perhaps I’ve 
missed a listing. 
 
Washington 2006 - update 
OWASU  is planning to have a 1-frame  club exhibit at 
the show.   Anyone interested in participating please 
contact fran@franadams.com.   
We would also like to have a little get-together. 
Perhaps a lunch or dinner or simply a meeting of club 
members.  The earlier we can plan something the more 
options we will have.   
 
The Smithsonian Museums are located in Washington 
and it would be a good time to see some of the 
exhibits.  Hotels can be booked through the 
Washington 2006 site for $110/night and up.  All 
hotels are located within 6 blocks of the show site.  I 
understand there are some hotels located in the 
surrounding area for a little as $95/night.  If you have 
only two or three days to spend at the show, make it a 
mid-week trip and avoid the crowds. 
 
Enclosed with this issue is your dues renewal.  On that 
form is a place for a free member’s ad which will 
appear in OWA when and as space permits.  Our usual 
issue is a few pages less than this one and there is 
usually space that is filled with non-philatelic 
news items.  I encourage everyone to utilize this new 
feature. 
 
 

MEGA Show 
Since most of the stamp shows held in New York 
City are attended by your editor, if anyone would like 
to get together for a quick supper after a show, please 
contact me.   Or if you suddenly find yourself at the 
show, tired and hungry, stop by the APS booth and 
ask if Caroline is there today.  The next MEGA Show 
is in March. 
 
 

The Old World Archaeologist 
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Ancient Medicine – Egyptian & 
Mesopotamian  
By Frederick C. Skvara 
Reproduced from Scalpel & Tongs with permission of the 
Author & Editor. 
Mesopotamian Medicine 
As the Tigris & Euphrates Rivers flow from their 
origin in the mountains of Asia Minor to the Persian 
Gulf, they form the ancient region known as 
Mesopotamia or “land between the rivers”.  Here 
beginning around 5000 BC city-states emerged that 
would eventually lead to the formation of true 
civilizations.  The first great civilization was that of 
the Sumerians (c. 3500 BC), who developed 
cuneiform writing on clay tablets, thousands of which 
survive to this day.  Tablets have been found 
describing disease symptoms and treatment, methods 
of diagnosis and lists of drugs and their uses.  In the 
Code of Hammurabi (c. 1700BC) one can find 
regulations on the practice of medicine. 
 

 
Iraq, Scott #420  (Nov. 9, 1966) 

Carved Sumerian Head 
 
Issued for the opening of the New Iraqi Museum in 
Baghdad, it shows a bronze carved Sumerian head, 
possibly of King Sargon (C. 2360-2305 BC), founder 
of the Akkadian dynasty. 
 

 
Austria Scott #B316 (June 4, 1965) 

Cuneiform Writing 
 
The foreground image above depicts a Sumerian 
cuneiform clay tablet which was in use from c. 3000 
BC.  The background of the stamp shows an alabaster 
statue depicting a winged bull with a Human head 
that was used in the Palace at Khorsabad. 
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Iraq Scott #346 (June 10, 1964) 

Hammurabi & a God Shamash from stele in Louvre 
 
Issued for the 15th anniversary (in 1963) of the 
Declaration of Human Rights.  The stamp above 
shows the top of the memorial pillar of the Code of 
Hammurabi.  The basalt stele is 7 feet 4½” high and 
was found at Susa where it was taken by the Elamites 
from Babylon in the 12th Century BC and is now in 
the Louvre in Paris.  The scene shows Shamash, the 
Mesopotamian guardian god giving King Hammurabi 
(1728-2686BC) a sharp pen. 
 
Ancient Egyptian Medicine 
Issued for the International Geographical Congress 
held in Cairo April 1925.  The oldest known medical 

 

 
Egypt Scott # 106 (April 1925) Thoth 

 
deity of Egypt was the moon-god Thoth, a male 
figure with the head of Ibis, who was regarded as the 
source of all knowledge.  Of the 42 volumes of his 
Sacred Book, 6 volumes dealt with medical 
knowledge.  The image on the stamp is from a relief 
on a wall at Karnak (c. 1250 BC) where the god is 
recording the deeds of Rameses II.  Other gods of 
medicine in ancient Egypt included Osiris, Isis, 
Horus and Ra. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Ancient Medicine – Egyptian & 
Mesopotamian  
By Frederick C. Skvara 
 

 
Egypt # Scott 153 (Dec. 15, 1928) 

Imhotep 
 
Issued for the International Congress of Medicine 
held in Cairo and the Centenary of the Faculty of 
Medicine at Cairo.  The stamp depicts Imhotep, royal 
court physician of King Zoser in the Third Dynasty 
(c. 2980BC) and later deified. 
 

 
Egypt Scott #864  (April 30, 1971) 

Nesy-Ra & Ebers Papyrus 
 
Nesy Ra (c. 3000 BC) a physician of the Third 
Dynasty is shown here with an inscription from his 
tomb at Saqqara.  The Hieroglyphic writings are from 
the Papyrus Ebers (c. 1550 BC) discussing diabetes. 
 

 
DDR  Scott #2207  (August 18, 1981) 

Ebers Papyrus, located in Leipzig, Germany 
 
Another section of the Papyrus Ebers is seen above.   
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The Papyrus Ebers was found at Luxor and is stored 
in the library at the University of Leipzig. 
 
Ancient Medicine – Egyptian & Mesopotamian is taken 
from Mr. Skvara’s exhibit pages.  Though it does not 
follow the format of an article, I thought it would be of 
interest to our members.  Ed. 
 
 
New Digs: 
 
Pakistan: 

 
Silk Road Scott #1036-7   June 7, 2004 

 
Thailand:

 
Scott #2125a & 2125b, April 21, 2004 

Ancient Architecture; Thai temple, Roman Coliseum 

 
Scott #2125c, April 21, 2004 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
With the controversy regarding authorized and 
unauthorized stamp issues and the UPU issuing lists of 
such illegal issues, i.e. stamp issues that are not legal in 
the country whose name is written on them, it is not the 
policy of this column to advise what you should and 
should not collect.  We will list stamps acknowledged 
by Scott Catalogue numbers as well as stamps of 
questionable origin.  Those of questionable origin will 
carry a caveat.                
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(continued on page 12) 
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New Digs 
Most of us obtain our new issues from a dealer 
through mail order.  While at a recent show I came 
across the item below from South Korea.  I just had to 
get the sheet!  Illustrations in catalogues do not show 
the entire sheet and sometimes the sheet is much more 
interesting than the 2 stamps it contains.  I obtained 
this item from Smythe’s Stamps who does not 
maintain a website and only sells at shows.  His stock 
is arranged by YEAR!  Though I don’t remember what 
I paid for it, I know it was not expensive. This is one 
of the reasons to attend shows, you never know what 
you will find.   
 
Korea: 

 
Scott # 2135a & b, issued Dec. 9, 2003 depicting Dolmens.                
 
The writing in the top margin reads “Special Postage 
Stamp registration of Korean Cultural as part of the 
World Heritage.  The sheet also contains the UNESCO 
symbol.Treasures as part of the World Heritage.  The 
sheet also contains the UNESCO symbol. 
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Continuing their celebration of 1000 years, Lithuania 
(above) issued the above souvenir sheet in May or June.  
I do not yet have Scott # for it.  It looks like one sheet 
per year will be released up until 2009. 
 
 
Sudan: 

 
 
Sheet of definitives.  Cost about $21.00, issued June/July,  
 
 

 
 
#550 & 556 from sheet above showing archaeological sites. 
Temple of Amun  (left)  and Tomb of Sheikh el Mursi (right) 
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New Digs:       United Nations 
2004 – The Year of the Greeks!  The following is 
copied from the UNPA web page.  It would be nice if 
all new issues were this easy to research and copy.  
Your editor has thanked Mr. Grey of UNPA for the ease 
with which this was done. 

 
Date of Issue: 12 August 2004 
 
Acropolis, Athens — 37c stamp 
 

 
 

Illustrating the civilizations, myths and religions that 
flourished in Greece over a period of more than 1,000 
years, the Acropolis is the site of four of the greatest 
masterpieces of classical Greek art—the Parthenon, 
the Propylaea, the Erechtheum and the Temple of 
Athena Nike. The Acropolis was inscribed on the 
World Heritage List in 1987. 
 
The Acropolis hill, the so-called “Sacred Rock” of 
Athens, is the most important site of the city of 
Athens. During the Golden Age of Pericles, ancient 
Greek civilization was represented in an ideal way on 
the hill and some of the architectural masterpieces of 
the period were erected on its ground. 
 
The Parthenon, pictured on the stamp, is the most 
important and characteristic monument of the ancient 
Greek civilization and still remains its international 
symbol. It was dedicated to Athena Parthenos, the 
patron goddess of Athens. It was built between 447 
and 438 B.C. and its sculptural decoration was 
completed in 432 B.C. The temple was built in the 
Doric order, almost exclusively of Pentelic marble. 
 
Delos — 60c stamp 

 

 
 

According to Greek mythology,Apollo was born on the 
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tiny island of Delos in the Cyclades archipelago. 
Apollo’s sanctuary attracted pilgrims from all over 
Greece, and Delos was a prosperous trading port. 
The island bears traces of the succeeding civilizations 
in the Aegean world, from the third millennium B.C. to 
the Palaeo-Christian era. The archaeological site is 
exceptionally extensive and rich and conveys the 
image of a great cosmopolitan Mediterranean port. 
 
Featured on the stamp design is a row of Greek 
mythological creatures standing within the ruins of a 
classical city on the island of Delos. The site was 
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1990  
 
Delphi — F.s.1,00 stamp 
 

 
 

The pan-Hellenic sanctuary of Delphi, where the 
oracle of Apollo spoke, was the site of the omphalos, 
the “navel of the world”. Blending harmoniously with 
the superb landscape and charged with sacred 
meaning, Delphi in the sixth century B.C.was indeed 
the religious centre and symbol of unity of the ancient 
Greek world. Delphi was inscribed on the World 
Heritage List in 1987. 
 
The Pythian games took place every four years near 
Delphi. Ruins of the stadium and gymnasium, which 
were used by the youths of Delphi for their education 
and practice, can still be seen today. 
 
Pictured on the stamp image is the Tholos, a circular 
building in the Doric order, built circa 380 B.C. Its 
functions remain unknown but it must have been an 
important building, judging from the multicoloured 
stone, the fine workmanship and the high-standard 
relief decoration. The monument was partly 
reconstructed in 1938. 
 
Pythagoreion and Heraion of Samos — 
F.s.1,30 stamp 
 

 
(Cont’d on next pg) 
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New Digs     (Cont’d. from page 13) 
 
Many civilizations have  inhabited  this  small  Aegean  
island, near Asia Minor, since the third millennium 
B.C. The remains of Pythagoreion, an ancient fortified 
port with Greek and Roman monuments and a 
spectacular tunnel-aqueduct,  as well as  the Heraion,  
temple of the Samian Hera, can still be seen. The site 
was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1992. 
 
The Heraion of Samos is the most significant of the 
sanctuaries dedicated to Hera. The road leading from 
the city of Samos (present-day Pythagoreion) to the 
sanctuary was an important feature of the landscape 
in the beginning of the sixth century B.C.The main 
access to the sanctuary was adorned with votive 
monuments closely spaced along its whole length. 
Copies of some of these archaic statues at the 
beginning of the Sacred Way are featured on the 
stamp design. 
 
Mycenae and Tiryns — € 0,55 stamp 
 

 
 

The archaeological sites of Mycenae and Tiryns are 
the imposing ruins of the two greatest cities of the 
Mycenaean civilization, which dominated the eastern 
Mediterranean world from the fifteenth to the twelfth 
century B.C. 
 
The Mycenaean civilization had a profound effect on 
the development of classical Greek architecture and 
urban design, and consequently also on 
contemporary cultural forms. Mycenae and Tiryns 
played a vital role in the development of classical 
Greek culture and are indissolubly linked to the 
Homeric epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey, which have  
__________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
influenced European art and literature for more than 
three millennia. The Mycenaeans also adopted all  
Minoan games, and introduced chariot-racing and 
track contests. 
 
The architecture and design of Mycenae and Tiryns, 
such as the Lion Gate at Mycenae, pictured on the 
stamp design, the Treasury of Atreus at Mycenae 
and the walls of Tiryns, are outstanding examples of 
human creative genius. They were inscribed on the 
World Heritage List in 1999.  
 
Olympia — € 0,75 stamp 
 

 
 

Olympia is one of the most important sanctuaries of 
antiquity, dedicated to the father of the gods, 
Olympian Zeus. It is the birthplace of the Olympic 
Games and where they were held every four years for 
more than a millennium, beginning in 776 B.C. 
Olympia was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 
1989. 
 
The site of Olympia, in a valley in the Peloponnesos, 
has been inhabited since prehistoric times. The Altis, 
the sanctuary to the gods, has one of the highest 
concentrations of masterpieces from the ancient 
Greek world. In addition to temples, there are the 
remains of all the sports structures which were 
erected for the Olympic Games. 
 
The stamp design features ruins of the arched roof of 
an entrance tunnel leading to the stadium at Olympia. 
 
Regret there is yet no Scott # published for these stamps. Ed. 
__________________________________________

Letters to the Editor 
 
Dear Caroline Scannell, Your name was mentioned in the July issue of Global Stamp News concerning the 
article about Angkor Monuments by Nguyen Bao Tung. Cambodia is one of my collecting interests and I 
would like to obtain a copy of  Monuments of Angkor. By email or a SASE and post? Anxiously awaiting 
your reply, Stan Blanko                                                                                   Received by email August 8th 
 
(Eds. Note:  no further request was  received by mail or email advising where to send the copy of the article. All articles published 
in OWA are property of OWA and the Authors and cannot be re-produced without permission of the Authors and OWA.) 
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still MORE New Digs 
Scotts Stamp Monthly seems to be catching up on many 
issues they have not listed in the past 2 years.  Among 
them are many issued of Cambodia depicting the 
Angkor monuments.  Since I am unable to get a good 
copy from the magazine I will list them here for the 
record: 
Tourism Issue     June 5, 2001 Scott #2104-6; 500r, 
1500r and 2000r depicting Bayon 
Khmere Culture     October 9, 2001 Scott #2140-2; 500r 
Fish Dance with Angkor in background, 1500r Red Fish 
Ballet; 2000r Aspara Ballet 
Human Evolution     October 25, 2001 Scott #2150-7 + 
s/s 2158; 100r Australopithecus anamensis, 200r 
Australopithecus afarensis, 500r Australopithecus 

africanus, 500r Australopithecus rudolfensis, 500r 
Australopithecus boisei, 1000r Homo habilis, 1500r 
Homo erectus, 4000r Homo sapiens neanderthalensis, 
5400r Homo saliens sapiens. 
ASEAN Post      July 9, 2002 Scott #2172-6; Temples 
500r Prasat PreahVihear, 1000r Prasat Preah Ko, 1500r 
Prasat Banteay Srei, 2500r Prasat Bayon, 3500r Prasal 
Angkor Wat 
Khmere Culture      June 5, 2001 Scott #2210-14 + s/s 
2215; 100r Bayon, 200r Banteay Srei, 400r Banteay 
Srei (diff), 800r Bayon, 3500r Banteay Srei, 20004 
sculpture 
Our of all the above I was able to obtain illustration for 
the Human Evolutions set only, which is below: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Human Evolution issue:  souvenir sheet of the set depicts modern man 

 
Illustrations compliments of Bombay Stamps’ website 
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Archaeology Today 
 
From UNESCO 

 

Inauguration of Mostar Bridge 
Destroyed in 1993 during the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Old Mostar Bridge  
dating back to the Ottoman period was rebuilt with help from UNESCO, the World 
Bank, local officials and donor countries.  
On 23 July UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura and the President of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Sulejman Tihic, will inaugurate the new bridge, a symbol of 
reconciliation, in the presence of 10 heads of State from the region. 

 
 

 
May 15, 2004 one of 2 in a set of different views of the Mostar Bridge issued by 
Bosnia & Herzegovina.   Regret the only depiction I could get of this stamp is of 
poor quality. 

Afghanistan’s Cultural Heritage  
The looting and destruction of Afghanistan's cultural heritage has been an unfortunate 
effect of the recent warring in that country. Mr. Abdul Wasey Feroozi, Director General  
of the National Institute of Archaeology in Afghanistan, discussed the impact of war on 
Afghanistan's cultural heritage at a plenary session held during the Annual Meeting in 
January 2004.  

Bamiyan, the niche of 
the 55 m Buddha statue 

 
Iran's Ancient City of Bam among the 34 new sites inscribed on World Heritage List  

 

The rich archaeological remains of the Iranian city of Bam, where 26,000 lost their lives in the 
earthquake of December 26, 2003, was inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List, 
alongside 12 other new cultural sites listed today by the World Heritage Committee holding its 
28th session in Suzhou. This brings to 788 the number of cultural, natural and mixed sites now 
on the List. 
Bam Cultural Landscape was inscribed on the World Heritage List and the List of World 
Heritage in Danger. UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Culture, Mounir Bouchenaki, 
expressed the commitment of UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura to continue 
efforts to salvage the cultural heritage of this devastated city.  

July 3, 2004 UNESCO 

The Earliest Nude in the History of British Art? 
Ice-age art discovered last year in caves at Creswell Crags, Derbyshire, England, may include the first 
representation of a nude figure in Britain.  The image - carved 13,000 years ago - is part of a larger collection of 
animal drawings which are the first examples of ice-age cave art to come to light in Britain. Most late stone-age 
European cave art comes from France, Iberia and Italy. 
Dr Paul Pettitt,** a former Oxford research fellow in human evolution now based at Sheffield University, said 
"There has always been a dogma that cave art is restricted to northern Spain and southern France and was possibly 
not undertaken by ice-age societies elsewhere in the upper Palaeolithic. When we think of cave art, we think of 
paintings, But over 90 per cent of cave art is shallow engraving - less impressive visually and particularly difficult 
to see with untrained eyes." 
 Source: The Daily Telegraph (28 July 2004)  Shall we now look forward to cave art depictions on British stamps? 
** More on Mr. Pettitt in the next issue.  He discovered some paleolithic artifacts and is mentioned in a new article 
by George Rohrer. 
 
page 16                                                                                                                                           The Old World Archaeologist



Archaeology Today 
Huge Statue of Ramses II Found  
Egyptian archaeologists recently discovered parts of 
what appears to be the biggest yet statue of ancient 
Egyptian Pharaoh Ramses II. Sabri Abdel Aziz, an 
official at the Egyptian Higher Council for 
Antiquities (HCA), said on Sunday that an Egyptian 
mission had recently discovered the head, chest and 
base of a statue of Ramses II (1298-1235 BC).  
The discovery was made in the city of Akhmim, 474 
km south of Cairo. The statue, depicting Ramses II in 
a sitting posture, was believed to have stood 12 mtrs 
high Abdel Aziz said and dates from the 19th dynasty. 
Ramses II, also known as Ramses the Great, was the 
third ruler of the 19th Dynasty and one of the most 
significant of the ancient Egyptian pharaohs. He is 
noted among Egyptologists for having built or en-
larged more temples during his reign then any other 
ruler. Search for the rest of the statue in the city is 
ongoing where an Egyptian excavation mission has 
been working on the city tomb for three years.  
[Source: News24, 2 August 2004]  
 

6,000-Year-old Site Discovered in Iran 
While excavating Sarvestan Palace, one of the most 
magnificent monuments of the Sassanid era (226-651 
CE), Iranian archeologists have unearthed a vast 
archeological site south of Iran. 
Housing Iran's oldest brick cupola, Sarvestan palace 
was built during the reign of Bahram "Gur" (The 
Zebra-Hunter, 420-438 CE) as a leisure mansion and 
is made of brick, stone and plaster. Mehrnevsi, his 
minister ordered the construction of this palace. It has 
one entrance corridor and the dome is located in the 
center of the building. The new discovery has 
revealed that the area was inhabited since 6,000 years 
ago, 4,500 years older than previous estimates, said 
Amir Pirooz Daghooghi, project manager. "We have 
unearthed earthenware vessels in the site, clearly 
indicating the area was inhabitable since the 4th 
millennium BCE," he added. 
Source: Payvand (14 August 2004) 
 
Ancient Rock Paintings Found Along River 
in SW China  
Archeologists, who have been working in the area 
since March, said they spotted ten rock paintings 
dating back at least 2,000 years ago at Jinsha River in 
southwest China's Yunnan province. Near Baoshan 
township in Naxi Autonomous County of Yulong in 
Yunnan province, the paintings are believed to have 
been completedby Diqiang tribe people, who lived in 
the northwest and migrated to the south about 2,000         
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to 3,000 years ago, said He Jinlong, head of the field  
work team and associate researcher with Yunnan 
Provincial Institute of Archeology. Materials used in 
the paintings were a mixture of animal blood and 
mineral paints such as hematite and ferric oxide. 
There were no human figures in the paintings, just 
wildlife such as deer, roe, wild ox, monkey and 
sheep. The animals were outlined in red, as well as 
black, yellow and blue. 
Experts say the ancient people may have painted 
what they prayed to catch before hunting or what 
they caught after hunting.  Most rock paintings were 
located at cliffs within close reach of the water and 
have not been worn out by human activities.  
"Though the paintings have been weathered, they 
could still be called intact and most figures are still 
identifiable. However, the paintings show no lofty 
painting art, just some simple outlining," He said.  
In China, the ancient works have been mostly found 
in the InnerMongolia, Ningxia Hui and Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous regions, and Gansu province in 
northern China as well as in the southwestern 
Yunnan province.  
 [Source: Xinhua Net, 9 August 2004]  
 
Fraud Exposed - After 3,000 Years!  
An Egyptian researcher says he has uncovered 
evidence of corruption and nepotism going back 
some 3,000 years.  A daily newspaper has published 
details of the study on its front page under the 
headline Thebesgate after the name of an ancient 
Egyptian city. The paper says it is Egypt's oldest case 
of political corruption and official cover-up. At issue 
was a plot to cover up the theft of gold and jewellery 
hidden in the tombs of the Pharaohs. According to 
researcher Ahmad Saleh, whose work is quoted by 
the Al-Masri Al-Yaoum newspaper, senior officials 
involved in the looting were allowed to walk free 
while ordinary people were tried and punished. His 
research is about the looting of the tomb of King 
Sobekemsaf, during the "New Kingdom" era. The 
looters were caught and put on trial in the ancient city 
of Thebes, roughly the equivalent of modern-day 
Luxor. But as it turned out that some senior officials 
were involved, the case was closed, in what appears 
to have been one of the first examples in history of an 
official cover-up. It is a story which will have some 
resonance in modern Egypt, where many people 
often complain of what they say is rampant 
corruption in the country - though modern corruption 
usually has more to do with kick-backs and dubious 
contracting than tomb-robbing. 
 [Source: BBC News, 5 August 2004] 
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Web Awards: 
Imagine, our first award garnered space on the front page.  Now we are so used to receiving them that they are 
relegated to the last page.  This quarter our webmaster seems to have gone all out and used more than his allotted 
space.  How’s that for being taken for granted!  Our site is 1½ years young now.  Have you visited it lately? 
 
 

1-Hit . Com  

10/04/04 
Hello, 
We had a look at your site and decided to give you the 'Search Engine 

Excellence Web Award'! We rated your site with 4 stars (out of 5). Your site looks good, has 
enough content and has good links pointing towards it and a good page rank in Google. 
Best Regards, Dirk Slot  

 
 
 

Miller Communications Group 

10/01/04 
Hello, 
We thank you for inviting us to visit your home on the Internet. We 
applaud your site's ease of navigation, obvious hard work, and informative 
content. Considering the nature of your site, it is with great pleasure that 
we give you the Resource Site Award for the 'Old World Archaeological 
Study Unit' site. 
Regards, Lynne Miller 

 

Lindor 

09/30/04 
Congratulations ! 
You have just won one of Lindor's Awards! 
The GOLD one!. 
 

- Lindor.com Awards 

 

Page 18                                                                                                                                                   The Old World Archaeologist 

More Web Awards: 

http://www.akavirgo.com/�
http://www.lindorblu.it/english/englishframes.htm�
http://www.1-hit.com/�


 

Art Space 2000 

09/28/04 
Congratulations from all the staff at Art Space 2000.com. 
You have won the "World Web Award of Excellence" for originality, overall design and 
appearance, ease of navigation, and content. You have obviously worked very hard. 
Investing your time, and skills into making a great web site. Keep up the good work. 
- Wishing you continued success, Art Space 2000.com Awards Department 

The Game Puppet 

09/26/04 
Congratulations! 
 
I just came from checking your site and enjoyed my visit very much. I am 
sending you my award as it is well deserved and shows a lot of hard work. 
- AFA rating 1, UWSAG A 
- Larry 

 

It's Wishcraft 

09/24/04 
I am happy to inform you that you won my Bronze Award with a score of 72 (out of a 
100). Your site has a nice and fresh design, with the navigation I really like the bold 
capital on each word, it is small, but looks just that different. I like the freebies! It is 
obvious that you put a lot of time and hard work in your site, keep up the good 
work!! - AS rating 3.5 
 
Kindest regards, Hannah 

 
Professional Business Systems 

09/22/04 
Congratulations! 
Your site, Old World Archaeology Study Unit, has won the Content Award! You have 
an Excellent resource site, well laid out and easy to navigate. We especially enjoyed 
the Gallery and Newsletter sections and of course the Freebies! - AS rating 2.5 
 
Again Congratulations on your Content Award! Job well done! 
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More Archaeology Today 
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Achaemenid Era City Discovered Near Bam 
Several ancient artifacts, an ancient aqueduct system, and other signs of a city from the Achaemenid era 
(559-329 BCE) were discovered during the most recent stage of excavations in Baravat near Bam, 
Kerman province (Iran). 
"The shards and the aqueduct that have been discovered reveal that this was an industrial city which was 
founded sometime in the 6th or 7th century BCE," archaeologist Shahriyar Adl said. He stated that the 
foundation of a 400-square-meter castle surrounded by houses was also discovered in the region, adding, 
"Archaeologists had previously discovered the ruins of two other castles from the pre-Islamic era in the 
region." 
 A number of artifacts from the Achaemenid era have been discovered in the ancient region which covers 
an area of 20 square kilometers. The historical city of Bam is one of the oldest cities in the country but it 
is not clear exactly when it was founded. A devastating earthquake with a magnitude of 6.7 on the Richter 
scale flattened Bam on December 26, 2003, killing over 28,000 people and injuring tens of thousands of 
others. 
Source: Tehran Times (26 August 2004) 
 
8,000-Year-Old Remains Unearthed in Malaysia 
The skeletal remains of a woman who lived about 8,000 years ago have been found at Gua Teluk Kelawar 
in Lenggong, Perak by a team of Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) archaeologists. The 148cm-tall woman 
was believed to be in her forties when she died, said USM's Archaeology Research Centre director Datuk 
Prof Zuraina Majid. 
She was believed to have been buried in a foetal position. There were signs of hematite near the remains 
which were discovered in May, Prof Zuraina said. She added that stones and food were also buried with 
the woman, which was normal in prehistoric times. Bones found at the site reveal that a rat, monkey and 
iguana were also buried with the woman. "Some bones were found shattered, probably due to limestone 
from the cave falling on the skeleton," she said. 
In 1991, Perak Man, a complete skeleton dating back between 10,000 and 11,000 years, was found by 
Prof Zuraina and researchers from USM and the Department of Museum and Antiquities at Gua Gunung 
Runtoh. USM's School of Dentistry dean Prof Dr Abdul Rani Samsudin said Perak Man was believed to 
have died from a jaw infection. This was discovered when a CT scan of his teeth showed a hollow cavity 
in his right lower jaw. 
Source: The Star online (24 August 2004)  
 
Prehistoric Town Found in Moroccan Desert 
The remains of a prehistoric town believed to date back 15,000 years and belong to an ancient Berber 
civilisation have been discovered in Western Sahara, Moroccan state media says. A team of Moroccan 
scientists stumbled across the sand-covered ruins of the town Arghilas deep in the desert of the Morocco-
administered territory. 
The remains of a place of worship, houses and a necropolis, as well as columns and rock engravings 
depicting animals, were found at the site near the town of Aousserd in northeastern Western Sahara. The 
isolated area is known to be rich in prehistoric rock engravings but experts said the discovery could be 
significant if proven that the ruins were of Berber origin as this civilisation is believed to date back only 
some 9,000 years. "It appears that scientists have come up with the 15,000-years estimate judging by the 
style of the engravings and the theme of the drawings," said Mustapha Ouachi, a Rabat-based Berber 
historian. 
Source: Reuters (19 August 2004) 
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