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Welcome to your “new” journal, I hope you approve of it.  If there is anything you would like to see in it 
and don’t, let me know, if there is anything you don’t like, let me know that, too.  Ed. 
 
 
The Amesbury Archer: The King of 
Stonehenge?   By Andrew Fitzpatrick   (Internet)  

In the spring of 2002 what started as a routine 
excavation was undertaken in advance of the 
building of a new school at Amesbury in 
Wiltshire. By the end of the excavation the 
richest Bronze Age burial yet found in Britain 
had been discovered. The Bronze Age man 
discovered there had been buried not far from the 
great temple of Stonehenge. He was a man who 
owned and could work the new and magical 
metals of gold and copper. And he had come 
from what is now central Europe, perhaps around 
the Alps. Was he a king of Stonehenge? 

 
 
 
Forgotten Treasures of Tutankhamen 
Caroline Scannell  information from NY Times 1995 & KMT 
Did you know . . . That along with the rest of the 
treasures found by Howard Carter, the bulk of 
the textiles (some reduced to dust) ended up in 
storage at the Cairo Museum.  When Carter died 
in 1939 this archive, including 1500 photos, 
many drawings, and 2500 note cards 

documenting these textiles was sent to the 
Griffith Institute at Oxford University where 
they sat for more than 50 years. 
 
In 1991 Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood, a 
textile archaeologist in the Netherlands who was 
writing a book on Egyptian clothing, examined 
the material.  Dr. Vogelsang-Eastwood and her 
students at the Stitching Textile Research Center 
at the National Museum of Ethnology at Leiden, 
Netherlands identified and catalogued most of 
Tut’s surviving wardrobe. 
 
Among many items are;  145 loincloths,  12 
tunics,  28 gloves,  24 shawls,  15 sashes,  25 
head coverings.  4 socks (which had separate 
places for the big toe so they could be worn with 
the 100 sandals).  There are also one golden and 
one beaded apron.  Several real leopard skins and 
one faux leopard skin woven of linen with 
appliquéd spots. 
 

 
King Tut issue from China, 2002 
 
Ms. Vogelsang-Eastwood recently (June 7th 
2003) gave a talk to the Southhampton Ancient 
Egypt Society in Southhampton, England on 
“Tutankhamen’s Wardrobe”. 



President’s Message 
From Merle Farrington 
 
I am pleased to announce that all members in 
good standing for Volume 18 will receive 
Volume 19 free.  If you have prepaid your dues 
for this Volume, Eileen will carry them over to 
Volume 20.  The Board of Directors wanted to 
thank you all for bearing with us the last few 
years. 
 
We are happy to welcome our new Editor, 
Caroline Scannell, to you all with this issue.  
Feel free to send her your articles and news 
tidbits, as well as suggestions and compliments.  
She plans to contact a few members each issue to 
introduce you to each other.      
 
Since the Meso-American Archaeology Study 
Unit has apparently folded, do you think we 
should change our name, or philosophy, or 
direction?  Do you know someone who would 
join "if only we covered North and South 
America"?  Let the Board have your thoughts 
about our direction in the future.  If we haven't 
covered your favorite collecting topic lately, let 
us know that also. 
 
 
The Coptics, Christians of Egypt 
  
The Coptic Church is based on the teachings of  
St, Mark the Evangelist, who brought 
Christianity to Egypt during the reign of the 
Roman emperor Nero in the first century, a 
dozen of years after the death of Christ. 
 
Adopted enthusiastically, Christianity spread 
throughout Egypt. New churches were built and 
ancient temples were refurbished to 
accommodate Christian worshippers.  
 
Monasticism was born in Egypt, St. Anthony, the 
first Christian monk, was a Copt from Upper 
Egypt.  Monasticism started the last years of the 
3rd century and flourished into the 4th, it was 
instrumental in the basic formation of the Coptic 
Church.  By the end of the fourth century, there 
were hundreds of monasteries, and thousands of 
cells and caves scattered throughout the Egyptian 
hills. Other famous Coptic Monks are St. 

Makarios, Saint Moses the Black and St. 
Michael. 
 

          
 
St. Mark the Evangelist                    Archbishop Makarios 
 
A rift in the Christian Church was formed at the 
Ecumenical Council held in Ephesus 430 AD.  
Another Council, held in Chalcedon 451 AD 
accused the Coptic Church of following the 
teachings of Eutyches, who believed in 
monophysitism.  This doctrine maintains that 
Christ has only one nature, the divine, not two 
natures, the human as well as the divine.  
However, the Coptic Church maintains that they 
do not follow monophysitism. 
 
Around 639 Egypt was invaded by the Arabs, 
bringing with them the Muslim religion as taught 
by the Prophet Muhammad. 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Peter carved in doorway of Temple 
 
 
Between 1960 –64, a team of archaeologists lead 
by Prof. Kazimierz Michalowski from the 
University of Warsaw began excavating at the 
 
Continued on Page  6 
 



The Coptics, Christians of Egypt 
Continued from page 3 
 
village of Faras, located upriver near Abu 
Simbel. 
 
In the 6th Century Faras already boasted a 
Christian church and was the seat of a bishop 
since 625.  Faras was a Byzantine City. 
The paintings, though referred to as frescoes, 
were in fact painted al secco, that is, they were 
done on a dry layer of plaster, whereas frescoes 
are painted on wet plaster. 
 

 
 

Maxi Card of St. Anne 
 
The salvaged articles were divided between the 
Poland and the Sudan.  The National Museum in 
Warsaw has over 60 paintings  representing 
divinities and saints (the Virgin Mary, Christ, 
archangels, saint warriors, the Apostles and 
hermits) and Nubian church and lay dignitaries 
(the bishops Petros and Marianos, king 
Georgios) on display in the Faras Gallery, which 
was opened in 1972.  These items were part of 
the large scale international operation organized  
under the auspices of UNESCO in 1960-64 to 
rescue monuments of Nubia from being flooded 
by the artificial lake which would be formed by  
construction of the Aswan High Dam.   

 
Dr. Boutros Boutros Ghali, the 6th Secretary 
General of the United Nations (1992-1997)  is a 
follower of the Coptic religion, along with world 
famous heart surgeon Dr. Magdy Yacoub. 
 
the Encyclopedia Coptica  
For further information visit  
http://www.khm.at/faras/framesetE.html 
 
 
 
Advertisements &  Classifieds 
 
This will be a new feature in our journal.  Do 
you want to sell an item or two?  Or are you 
looking to buy an illusive item?  Here’s your 
chance to get rid of all those stamps you had to 
buy when all you needed was one out of the set 
of 10 issued.   
 
This service/feature is free for members, but 
listings will be on a “room for” basis.  We will 
have some issues with rather long feature articles 
and everything must fit into postal weights of 2 
oz., or 3 oz. per issue. 
 
 
Web Site 
 
Hey folks!  The Old World Archaeological 
Study Unit has a web site!  Have you seen it?  
Go to www.owasu.com.  If you are having 
problems, try a search of Old World 
Archaeological Study Unit.  Webmaster Fran 
Adams loves adding stuff to it so it really does 
tend to change frequently.  It seems to change on 
a daily basis since I have watched it from the 
beginning.  Hopefully, by the time you receive 
this email addresses will also be set up. 

                      
 
                                   Angels 
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New Digs   
 
The information in this column is presented on stamps issued covering the theme of archaeology taken 
from two or more sources.  Each stamp is listed with an issue date.  Whenever possible I will give Scott 
Catalogue numbers.  In cases where no catalogue number is given, I will publish the same when they 
become available from Scott.  I am getting most of my information from various stamp sites of new issue 
dealers.  Even checking the 2004 catalogues and Scotts Stamp Monthly, the 2002 items are not listed.   
 
Illustrations of some of the stamps are on the next page. 
 
Country Date of Issue Description Items Scott # 
Bosnia 5-Sep-02 Artifacts; Greco-Illyrian helmet;Glassware & Writing 4 182-4 
Cent.Africa May-03 Champollion & Rosetta Stone 1 ? 
Cent.Africa May-03 Champollion with Egyptian artifacts in margin 1 s/s ? 
Chad 2003 King Tut Treasures - gold stamp 1 may not list 
Chad 2003 King Tut Treasures - gold stamp 1 may not list 
Chad 2003 King Tut Treasures - gold stamp 1 may not list 
Chad 2003 King Tut Treasures - gold stamp 1 may not list 
Chad 2003 King Tut Treasures - gold stamp 1 may not list 
Chad 2003 King Tut Treasures - gold stamp 1 may not list 
Cyprus 22-Sep-02 Various Ancient Coins & Artifacts 6 996-7abc 
Cyprus 22-Sep-02 Artifacts & Map 1 s/s 998a-b 
Dominica May-03 Zoroaster, Akhenaton & Egyptian art in margin - (sci-fi?) 1 s/s ? 
Egypt 31-Dec-02 Toshka Project site, Land Reclamation 1 1837 
Egypt 2000-02 Ancient Sites, statuary & architecture (illus.) 10 1751,53,55-9,60,61,63 

Georgia 11-Feb-02 Defins, wall carvings Ashot Kurapalati Opiza, statue 2 281-2 
Germany 5-Sep-02 Foundation walls of Roman Bathhouse, Wurmlingen 1 2176 
Italy 4-Oct-02 Museums - artifacts 2 2512-3 
Kuwait Jun-02 Archaeological Sites 3 ? 
Lebanon Dec-02 Archaeological Sites 4 ? 
Lithuania 22-Jun-02 1000th Anniversary, pre-history, ship (illus) 4 726 
Maldives 2002 Stonehenge 1 s/s ? 
Mongolia Jun-02 History of Man Miniature Sheet (illus) 20  
Sri Lanka 27-Aug-02 Carved Lion Sittin & Carved Lion Standing 2 1390a & b 
Sri Lanka 28-Apr-03 Archaeological site Dagoba & artifacts 3 ? 
Sri Lanka 28-Apr-03 Overview of Dagoba site in Margin 1 s/s ? 
Tanzania 30-Sep-02 Kisimkazi, Bagamoyo, Ancient Bridge, Cave Paintings 4 2241-4 
Tanzania 30-Sep-02 Remains of Bagamoyo with Cave Art in Margin 1 s/s 2245 
Thailand 2002 4 stamps in s/s depicting ruins 4 ? 
Thailand 2002 4 stamps in s/s depicting ruins, buildings & wall 4 ? 
Tunisia 2002 Archaeological Sites & art 4 ? 
UAE Feb-03 Artifacts; Pottery, Axe, Jar and Urn 4 ? 
Yemen Feb-03 Artifacts 4 ? 
Yemen Feb-03 Artifacts 1 s/s ? 
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Mongolia:  History of Man Miniature Sheet 

 
Central African Republic Champollion                                                                                Lithuania:  1000th Anniversary

 
      
Egyptian archaeological definitives   

    
Top L to R: Pyramid of Snefru, 20th Dynasty scene,                                              Thai s/s with 4 stamps 
King Seostris, Princess Merit Aton, 20th Dynasty Painting. 
Bottom L to R:  Wife of Sheikh-el-Balaol, King Psusennes 
I, King Tut, Obelisk of Ramses II, Temple of Karnak. 
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More New Digs 
Stamps to celebrate archaeological finds  
Dubai |By A Staff Reporter | 26-02-2003  
Stamps to celebrate archaeological finds  
posted on 26/02/2003 

   
        Emirates Post issued a set of four commemorative stamps yesterday  
       on the archaeological finds in the UAE. The stamps depict pottery  
       made of fine red earth with intricate designs dating back to the  
       second half of the third millennium B.C.; a bronze axe found at Hili  
       in Al Ain, dating back to the Iron Age; a jar found in a tomb from  
       the third millennium BC and a soapstone vessel with its origins in  
       the first millennium B.C. The finds are housed in the  Al Ain  
       National Museum. The stamps are in denominations of Dh6, Dh4, 
       Dh2.75 and 50 fils. Al Ain National Museum is the oldest museum  
       in the UAE and contains exhibits dating back 5,000 years and from 
       the Stone Age,  Bronze Age, Iron Age, Hellenistic Era and Islamic 
       period. It also depicts the  UAE's lifestyle  before the discovery of   
      oil. (The Gulf News) 

 
“We are pleased to highlight the museum and some of its exhibits through stamps," said Abdullah Al 
Daboos, Director-General of Emirates Post.  
 
Al Ain National Museum is the oldest museum in the UAE and contains exhibits dating back 5,000 years 
and from the Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Hellenistic Era and Islamic period. It also depicts the 
UAE's lifestyle before the discovery of oil. 
 
Meanwhile, Emirates Post is projecting the importance of the Arab Child Culture Awards by franking all 
outgoing local mail for a week, starting today.  
 
The imprint will be made with a special cancellation stamp reading "Arab Child Culture Awards of 
Sheikh Hazza bin Zayed Al Nahyan's Sons". The awards are to encourage children to contribute more 
constructively to society. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Below are two of the Chad gold stamps issued to honor King Tutankhamen.   
 

 
 
Editor: still awaiting word from UPU if above stamps 
are legal issues, issued 2003. 
 

Tutankhamun or Tutankhamen (reigned 1333-1323 
BC), Egyptian pharaoh of the 18th dynasty, the son-
in-law of Akhenaton, whom he succeeded, and 
possibly his son by a minor wife. He became pharaoh 
at about the age of 9 and ruled until his death at about 
the age of 18. Peace was brought to Egypt during his 
reign as the worship of Amon, abandoned under 
Akhenaton, was restored and Thebes, the city sacred 
to Amon, was again made Egypt's capital. Although 
he was not an important king, Tutankhamen is 
well known today because his tomb, containing 
fabulous treasures, was found virtually intact by the 
British archaeologists Howard Carter and Lord 
Carnarvon in 1922. 
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Archaeology News Today 
 
The Battle for the Rosetta Stone 
Egypt - British Museum -  Things are looking 
decidedly rocky at the British Museum - Egypt's 
leading archaeologist has demanded the return 
of the Rosetta Stone.  
But the museum argues that the removal of the 
four-foot slab that unlocked the mysteries of the 
pharaohs would be disastrous. 
Just before Zahi Hawass was due to begin his 
lecture at a British Museum colloquium on 
Ancient Egypt last week, the lights blew. The 
symbolism was not lost on many in the 
audience. For the new director of the Supreme 
Council of Antiquities in Egypt is a man much 
given to rupturing what has come to be regarded 
as the normal order of things. While he was in 
London for the conference, he dropped a 
diplomatic bombshell. At a private dinner with 
the British Museum's director, Dr Neil 
MacGregor, he calmly announced that Egypt 
would be applying for the return of the Rosetta 
Stone. 
Lees verder in: The Independent (24 juli 2003) 

 
photo of Mr. Zahi Hawass 
Mr. Hawass’ website address is: 
www.guardians.net/hawass 
 
Gladiator Glass is a Sparkling Find 
  
Northhamptonshire – An engraving of a 
gladiator carved on the side of a glass by 
Romans more than 1,500 years ago has been 
found in a Northhamptsonshire field. 
Archaeologists found the ancient fragment of 
glass on the site of a villa near Nether Heyford 
last week and it was displayed to the public for 
the first time the weekend.   
Reese said tngraved fragment of glass, which sho 

Gladiator in a fighting pose, was an amazing 
find.   
"Everybody was very excited when we found it 
last Thursday," she said. "It was a very special 
moment.” 
"Carved Roman glass like this is not a common 
find. It would have been very expensive and it's a 
very special piece. It gives us a clear idea of the 
status the villa had." 
The carved glass was found in the bath house of 
the Roman Villa, which was discovered in a field 
near Nether Heyford four years ago. 
Lees verder in: Northampton Today (22 juli 2003) 

 
Threatened Mosaics Saved by Grant 
 
Isle of Wight - An important archaeological site 
which faced being re-buried under tons of dirt 
has been saved. Backers of Brading Roman 
Villa, on the Isle of Wight, are to receive more 
than £2m from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
That means they are now ready to begin work on 
a £2.7m scheme to replace a 100-year-old rusting 
metal roof currently covering the site's 4th 
Century mosaics.  
It had been feared that if the lottery cash had not 
been forthcoming the mosaics would have had to 
have been reburied for their protection. 
The villa's trustees have already raised £650,000 
from visitors and supporters and are confident 
that the final amount of cash will be raised in the 
next couple of weeks.  
Lees verder in: BBC News (23 juli 2003) 
 
 
 
Jewish Yad Avshalom revealed as 
Christian Shrine from Byzantine Era 
 
Israel - Jeruzalem - The historic Yad Avshalom 
monument in Jerusalem's Kidron Valley, revered 
for centuries as a Jewish shrine, was also a 
Christian holy place in the fourth century, new 
evidence has revealed.  
A fourth-century inscription on one of the walls 
near the monument, recently uncovered by 
chance, marks the site as the burial place of the 
Temple priest Zachariah, the father of John the

Archaeologist Barbara Evans-Reese said the engraved fragment of glass, which shows a male 
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Archaeology News Today (cont’d) 
 
Baptist who baptized Jesus.  
Scholars believe the monument was built in the 
first century, making it possible that figures holy 
to Christians could be buried there. According 
to Jewish belief, Yad Avshalom was named for 
Absalom, the son of King David, since Samuel 
II relates that Absalom built a memorial in "the 
valley of the king" which lies below the Temple 
Mount. Absalom died more than 1,000 years 
earlier.  
Lees verder in: Ha'aretz Daily (24 juli 2003) 
 
Olympic construction unearths classical 
sites 
 
Building works in preparation for the 2004 
Olympic Games in Athens have uncovered 
several archaeological discoveries dating back 
to the classical era. 
"The construction of the Olympic site has 
speeded up the unearthing of very important 
archaeological sites," Yorgos Steinhauer, a 
director at the Greek Culture ministry, said. 
To the north and east of the capital, the Mesogee 
plain is considered by archaeologists to be the 
"old agricultural land of the city of Athens". ... 
Read more at ABC Online (august 2, 2003) 
 
Discovery of ancient site stuns  experts 
 
Prehistoric remains hailed by experts as one of 
Scotland’s most significant archaeological finds 
in 50 years have been unearthed in the path of a 
major road development.  Scores of pots, tools 
and ceremonial items dating back 7000 years 
have been unearthed where work is being 
carried out to create a dual-carriageway between 
Haddington and Dunbar.  Ancient burial sites 
and neolithic settlements have also been 
uncovered.  The discovery has stunned experts 
who say it is one of the biggest and most 
important finds in recent years.  
Read more at Edinburg Evening News (august 2, 2003) 
 
Uncovered trove may yield clues to 
pharaohs 

When the Aswan High Dam was built across the 
Upper Nile in the 1960's, international teams  
 

http://www.haaretzdaily.com/hasen/pages/ShArt.jhtml?itemNo=320531&contrassID=2&subContrassID=1&sbSubContrassID=0&listSrc=Y
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s915699.htm
http://www.edinburghnews.com/index.cfm?id=833982003
http://www.missgien.net/project0/archief/00002231.html
http://www.missgien.net/project0/archief/00002231.html


managed to rescue ancient temples and other 
monuments from the rising waters upstream.  
They were moved and restored to dry land. 
A less grand but important Aswan site avoided  
submersion but not the neglect of years. Only 
recently have Egyptian archaeologists begun work 
on a major quarry that yielded the black granite for 
the sarcophagi, statues and enormous obelisks. 
Sediment and debris buried the quarry floor. Once 
it was cleared, archaeologists found pits in the 
shapes of the extracted obelisks and materials for 
removing and finishing the stone. They also 
uncovered remains of the harbor where boats 
picked up the stones. 
Lees verder bij: New York Times Science (27 augustus 2003) 
 
Rich finds in Macedonia 
 
The Macedonian warriors’ faces were covered by 
gold masks.  
Recent finds at the ancient settlement of 
Archontiko, near Pella in northern Greece, have 
shed further light on the wealth, heroic culture, 
commerce and burial rituals of ancient 
Macedonians, following the discovery of 396 
unlooted tombs and 5,000 objects, dating between 
the 7th and 4th centuries BC. 
Lees verder bij: Kathimerini (25 augustus 2003) 

 
 
OWASU News 
Since I seem to have taken up enough space with 
this issue, I thought I’d add this “News” column 
onto the end to tell you what I have in mind for 
future issues.  Except for this one, each issue will 
contain one feature article and one short article, 
along with news items about various archaeological 
interests.  Judging by the items I have come across 
while preparing this journal, are we to expect more 
issues from Britain on their Roman Heritage?   
 
Among coming articles, January’s issue will 
contain an interesting article by George Rohrer on 
Lascaux.  George has actually visited the caves on 
more than one occasion and gives us some inside 
information on their discovery.  In April Eileen 
Meier’s second part of Peking Man will make it’s 
appearance. 
 
For those with internet access, we have a website!  
Yes, the Old World Archaeological Study Unit has  
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a real live website!  Member/Director Fran 
Adams likes tinkering with computer 
programming and has set it up.  If you saw it a 
week ago, go look again – there have been 
changes made!  I haven’t looked at it since 9/1, 
this being 9/3 I’m sure something has been  
added or amended or changed.  I run copies of the  
main pages from the site; on 8/8 there were 6 
headings, on 8/29 there were 10.  We have a forum, 
a library that lists reference materials and an entire 
page of  “On-Line References” that include;  
Archaeology & Philately,  Philatelic Societies, 
UNESCO, Prehistoric & Stone Age, Egyptology, 
General Information Resources, Mythology & 
Folklore.  So go visit! 
 
And while we’re on the subject to UNESCO, I am 
putting  together a group of articles to run in a series 
on the various projects undertaken by this 
organization.  Everyone has heard of their first and 
biggest project, to Save Nubia.  Many do not know 
that UNESCO is still involved in this undertaking, 
under which the Nubian Museum opened a few 
years ago.  There was also Mohenjodaro (Pakistan), 
which appeared on several stamps, Angler 
(Cambodia), the Temple of Bourbudur (Indonesia) 
and the entire City of Venice in Italy. 
 
I am gathering information on these sites and will 
report on as many as have issued stamps.  I would 
greatly appreciate assistance from anyone who has 
any information on any stamps issued for these 
subjects.  My archaeological subject is the Nubian 
Monuments and Egyptian  Middle to Late 
Kingdom. 
 
The equipment I am using is new, and I hope to have 
all the “bugs” out of production by the next issue. 
 
Help Wanted! 
Articles will be greatly appreciated from the 
membership.  You can send it by email, fax, or even 
snail mail; with or without illustrations, as long as 
you can give me a lead of where I can find the 
materials to illustrate the article with.  I know lots 
of stamp dealers who will lend me stamps and 
covers to copy and return - - at least I HOPE they 
will still do this.   
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