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The Etruscans 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
The Etruscans taught the French to make wine, and the Romans to build roads.  Their language was completely 
different from their neighbors, their religion included divination – the examination of animals’ entrails to predict 
the future. 
 
Today archaeologists across Italy are getting a better picture of the Etruscans, whose culture began to flourish about 
900BC, when the Italian peninsula was inhabited by Greeks, Celts and numerous Italic tribes.  The origins of the 
Etruscans are debated because their language and religion were different from their neighbors.  Were they from 
Lydia? Or Northern Europe? 
 
Legend 
One day a farmer from Tarquinia busy working in the fields ploughing the white land 
with long and straight furrows, drove his harrow into the ground and saw the body of 
a young boy coming to the surface. According to the Etruscan tradition the young boy 
was Tagetes, the wise and worshipped prophet-child popped out of the ground at 
Tarquinia with their Etrusca Disciplina, their religious and ritual code, in hand.   
 
At right is an Etruscan bronze sculpture of a child's head. 
 
Tagetes taught the Etruscans the art of divining the future by observing the entrails of 
sacrificed animals, especially the liver.  This profession was absorbed by the Roman 
civilization. 

 
The Vatican Scott 
#719c, Issued 6/14/83 
 

 
Sweden Scott #984  
Issued Nov 11,1972 

Much of what we know of Etruscan culture has come from the writings of other cultures, 
mainly the Greeks and Romans, and directly from archaeological evidence gathered from 
the objects they left behind.  In 504BC the Etruscans were driven from Latium when their 
army was defeated.   After this, Tarquinius Superbus the Etruscan king of Rome fell, and 
the Roman republic was formed.  From this point on Roman history is rooted in Latin 
culture instead of that of the Etruscans.  
 
Etruscan Art and the influence from Hellenistic art is beautifully depicted on this Swedish 
stamp which is part of a set issued 1972 at the occasion of King Gustaf VI Adolf's 90th 
birthday.  In his spare time the king was known as a passionate archeologist.  The stamp 
was engraved by Czeslaw Slania. 

 
(continued on page 3)
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From the Editor: 
As I write this I have just returned from the National Topical 
Stamp Show put together by the American Topical 
Association, in Lancaster, PA.  I ran out of money - - but got 
lots of  STAMPS!  I figure I can pass the next 2 stamp shows 
in NYC because I don’t think I’ll be finished with what I 
managed to find for my various collections. 
 
After unpacking for 3 days I found yet another envelope of 
stamps!  It does not matter how many dealers a stamp show 
has, but the merchandise available.  At this show I always 
come away broke.  Though I did spend a considerable amount 
on stamp mounts for the collection I am breaking down and 
re-mounting and actually opening the shipments of all those 
new issues I bought for it during the last . . . 20 years! 
 
I had the Old World Archaeology Study Unit one frame 
exhibit up, non-competitive.  Somebody told me I should put 
it in competition.  There are not enough philatelic elements for 
it to garner an award, but it get across the idea that 
archaeology is far from a dull topic.  This is the one frame 
exhibit put together for a show in Albany, NY some years ago. 
 
Now I’ve cleared enough memory from the old computer to 
start working on the journal.  I did the covers for the ATA 
show.  When I took on the assignment I was not fully aware 
what it would entail.  Different designs for each day, printed in 
different quantities and selling at different prices!  They are a 
major fund raiser for the organization. 
 
If you do not belong to the ATA, it is worth while to join.  
Their big draw is lots and lots of checklists.  More than 550 at 
last count.  But, alas, none on archaeology; Nubian 
Monuments yes, archaeology no.  Dinosaurs they have, along 
with early man and some others.  This may change in the near 
future when a complete new program for these lists is 
completed (they’re up to “S” now).   
 
OWASU is associated with both the American Philatelic 
Society and the American Topical Association.  We get more 
free publicity from the ATA. 
 
I also met our Webmaster, Jeffrey Hayward there.  He would 
like to put our journal into a PDF format, but he and I will 
have to get together at a show for him to copy the external 
hard drive into his laptop.   The memory in my desk top is 
very low.  The computer is very old.  If I replace it chances are 
I will need all new programs and may lose the use of my 
printers and scanner.    That is what I went through when I 
bought this one and had to upgrade everything.  Any ideas? 
 

Caroline   
 
 



The Etruscans               (continued from pg 1) 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
The first Etruscan pieces to be discovered were two bronzes found in 1553 and 1556 during the Renaissance. 
Etruscan excavations began in the eighteenth century, and in the nineteenth century major archaeological evidence 
was found at Tarquinia, Cerveteri, and Vulci.   At that point, Estrucan culture and the mysteries surrounding it  
gained notice by museums that started to collect the objects unearthed in the digs.  
 
The decline in Etruscan wealth manifested itself in their tombs, ever growing in modesty, the end of public building 
and importing of Attic pottery, and a dramatic decrease in political participation. In 282 B.C. they accepted a peace 
treaty after suffering another defeat. Within a few years, all Etruscan cities were taken over by Rome, and the 
Etruscans thus vanished from the political realms of the world. 
 
Etruscan Pottery closely followed the style of Greek pottery, but one type of pottery seems to be very unique to 
Etruscans is bucchero, which became common between the 7th and 5th century BC and is black and shiny from 
polishing. The black color was made by firing in an atmosphere charged with carbon monoxide instead of oxygen. 
Many believe bucchero was made to look like silver pots but were for those that couldn't afford the price of silver. 
 
The main repository of Etruscan civilization was its tombs. Public and 
private buildings were dismantled and the stone reused centuries ago. 
The tombs are the main source of material in collections throughout 
the world, provenance unknown. The Etruscans' objects d'art are of 
incalculable value, causing a brisk black market and equally brisk law 
enforcement effort, as it is against the law to remove objects from 
Etruscan tombs unless authorized by the Italian government.  Tombs 
identified as Etruscan date from the Villanovan period to about 100 
BC, when presumably the cemeteries were abandoned in favor of 
Roman ones.    
 
Two large Etruscan cemeteries in Cerveteri and Tarquinia reflect 
different types of urial practices from the 9th to 1st Century BC.  They 
were declared World Cultural Heritage Sites by UNESCO in 2004.    

 
Italy, Tarquinia, Scott #1469, July 4, 1981 

Some of the tombs are monumental, cut in rock and topped by impressive tumuli (burial mounds). Many feature 
carvings on their walls, others have wall paintings of outstanding quality.  
 

      
           Musicians from Leopard Tomb, Tar-   Chariot Race, Tomb on the Hill,           Achilles and Troilus, from Tomb of    
           quinia, SanMarino #854 Feb 20/75      Chiusi, SanMarino #855, Feb 20/75     the Bulls, Tarquinia, #856 Feb20/75   
 
In the 20th century archaeologists began to use sonar photographic sound, which determines whether excavation 
would be lucrative before entering a burial chamber.   This and other technology has allowed for more than 6,000 
gravesites to be examined.   
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The Etruscans               (cont’d from pg 3) 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
Excavation of Etruscan sites has been rare, and much of our knowledge of the Etruscans comes from the wealthy 
southern centers, Veii, Caere, and Tarquinia.  One of the problems is that the Etruscans chose their sites so well that 
they were repeatedly built upon in the Medieval and later periods.   We know where the Etruscans had their major 
cities, places like Volterra, Orvieto, Cortona, and Fiesole, but modern towns or cities cover these sites, and are 
therefore almost impossible to excavate.  
 
Where did they come from? 
Throughout time art historians and archaeologists have tried to milk truths of Etruscan culture from sources plagued 
by holes and ambiguities.   The land of Etruria occupied what is now Tuscany in central Italy. The origin of the 
Etruscans is still an object of debate and a mystery that has sparked investigation by many great writers and 
scholars.  
 

   
Italy  Etruscan Art. Bronze statue of a warrior, exhibition logo, and a silver mirror.   
Issued for the World Exhibition in Rome 1985. Nov 9, 1984   Scott # 1610-12 

In the first century BC, a Greek 
named Dionysius of Halicarnas-
sus believed that the Etruscans 
originated from the Pelasgians 
who settled with natives of the 
area, until they were taken over 
by the Tyrrhenians.   In the begin-
ning of the first century AD, Livy 
and Virgil believed that the 
migration of the Etruscans to 
central Italy was the result of the 
fall of Troy and flight of Aeneas.    
 

 
In 5th century Greece, Herodotus insisted that the Etruscans traveled from Lydia to Italy due to famine; their leader 
at that time was Tyrrhenos, from whom they adopted the name the Tyrrhenians.  
 
New research shows the Etruscans were descendants of people known as the Villanovans, the earliest Iron Age 
culture of central and northern Italy, who lived in the ninth to eighth centuries BC. Etruscan cities began to arise in 
the 7th century BC where Villanovan villages had been.   Creating a culture that was influenced by Greek traders 
and Greek neighbors in Magna Graecia, the Hellenic civilization of southern Italy. The Etruscan civilization 
flourished in Etruria and the Po valley in the northern part of what is now Italy, prior to the arrival of Gauls in the 
Po valley and the formation of the Roman Republic. 
 
The Etruscans were masters of bronze sculpture, praised by the Greeks and 
Romans for their skill.  Few examples of Etruscan bronze statues remain 
because after Rome occupied the area many statues were sent to Rome to be 
melted down for bronze boins.  One vivid example of Etruscan artistry is the 
Chimera of Arezzo, shown on the stamp from San Marino.  The Chimera is a 
Greek monster with a lion’s head and body and serpent’s tail.  A second head, 
of a goat, grows out of the left side of the body.  This statue depicts the 
Chimera attacking, the skin is stretched tightly over the muscles and it looks 
up into the face of an unseen adversary. 
 

 
Chimera of Arezzo, San Marino 
Scott #757, Sept 16, 1971 

 
(cont’d on pg #5) 
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The Etruscans      (cont’d from pg 4) 
By Caroline Scannell 

  
San Marino  Head of Mercury     Duck-shaped jug 
Scott # 755, Sept 16, 1971           Scott # 754, Issued Sept 16, 1971 
Both from the Portonaccio Temple, Veii.  

 
During the last four hundred years their art has 
come to be appreciated and enjoyed, with the 
emergence of richly frescoed tombs, exquisite 
jewelry and sculpture, metalwork and painted 
vases at sites such as Cerveteri, Tarquinia and 
Vulci. Whichever their origin, the Etruscans 
are one of the enigmas of history. A cultured, 
artistic, socially adept, economically 
prosperous and pleasure-loving people, they 
dominated Central Italy for 800 years until, 
eclipsed by the burgeoning power of Rome in 
the fourth and third centuries BC, their 
civilization was absorbed and their identity 
obliterated.    

 
Italy issued a definitive stamp in a series "Women in Art", 1998 and 2002.  The design of Scott #2223 and #2440 
below depict a woman’s head from the Etruscan Period. 
 

     
Velca from Etruscan Tomb  L100 issued July 8, 1998         Dancers, Triclinium Tomb, Tarquina 
Scott  #2223 and Scott #2440 issued Jan 1, 2002 € currency     San Marino, Scott #857 Feb 29 1975 
 

At immediate left 
is the last stamp in 
the set issued by 
San Marino in 
1975 depicting 
tomb paintings 
found at Tarquina. 
 
The other stamps 
appear on page 3.

Artifacts  
Etruscan art was related to that of the Greeks (in both Greece and southern Italy) and to that of Egypt and Asia 
Minor. It also exhibits local elements and reflects Etruscan religious beliefs. Etruscan art was a major influence on 
later Roman styles. Modern knowledge of it is based on murals and frescoes that survive in tombs.  

     
The Vatican issued June 14, 1983.  Fragments of 3 souvenir sheets, issued at the occasion of the exhibition in the 
USA of Vatican Art Treasures. L to R: Scott #718a&b Greek Vase & Italian vase;  Scott #719a&b Etruscan Horse 
Head, and Greek Relief of a Horse Rider;  Scott #720a&b Greek cup showing Oedipus and the Sphinx, Etruscan 
Bronze Statue of a Child.   

(cont’d on page 6) 
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The Etruscans               (cont’d from pg 5) 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
Architecture  
Nothing remains of Etruscan palaces, public buildings, and early temples, which were built of wood and brick. 
Votive ceramic models of temples, as well as traces of later stone structures, indicate that temples were built in 
enclosures and had tiled, gabled roofs supported on pillars, like their Greek counterparts. However, an Etruscan 
temple, to meet religious requirements, was located on a north-south axis and stood on a high podium with a four-
columned porch in front of three doors leading to three parallel rooms for the three chief Etruscan gods.  
 
Most Etruscan cities were laid out in the form of a quadrangle, with fortifications and encompassing walls enforced 
by double gates and towers. These building methods were also used outside Etruria. The wall surrounding the early 
city of Rome, reputedly built during the time of Servius Tullius (reigned 578-534 BC) was of Etruscan construction 
 
Sculpture  
The Etruscans, like most ancient peoples, did not value art for art’s sake but created objects for either utilitarian or 
religious purposes. 
 

  
San Marino Scott #756, Issued    Madagascar #1228 issued 1994 
Sept 16, 1971.  Both depict “Sarcophagus of a Married Couple”.  
 

Few artists are known by name and few examples 
of large-scale sculpture in stone survive. 
 
Etruscan art, though sharing general characteristics, 
differed from one city to another, reflecting the 
political independence of each. 
 
One of the most famous sculptures, "Sarcophagus 
of a Married Couple" from the Banditaccia 
necropolis in Cerveteri (late 6th century BC). Each 
of the couple once held separate objects, perhaps 
eggs.  Made of terracotta, or baked clay, and these 
include not only sculptures on sarcophagi lids such 
as the reclining couple (late 6th century BC, Villa 
Giulia, Rome) from Caere, but also works from 
temples, such as revetments to protect the wood as 
well as roof and pedimental sculptures.  

 
The influence of Etruscan art on Roman art and architecture predominated from the 6th century to the 3rd century 
BC when the Hellenistic style became more influential.   

   

Above are first day covers issued by San Marino for the set of stamps depicting wall paintings found, issued 
February 20, 1975. 
 
Page  # 6                                                                                                                The Old World Archaeologist  / July 2012 



 
New Digs 
 

 
Andorra (Spanish) Date of Issue June 1, 2011  
Cultural Heritage - Pedro Clau Sant Esteve,  
Valencia 
 

 
Austria May 2, 2012, 900 years of Christianity 
900th Anniversary of Herzongenburg Priory 
 

 
Israel High Priests Breastplates, April 17, 2012, Scott #1925-8   The stamps are shown above as: Dan #1927,  
Zevulun #1926,  Issachar  #1925, &  Naftali, #1928.  Israeli stamps should be collected with tabs. 
 

 
Israel, April 17, 2012, 
Scott #1930, The Chain 
of Generations Center, 
The Western Wall.  The 
Wall is in background. 

 

 
Malta, March 7, 2012, Medal and 
Ancient Gold Coin of the Byzantine 
Period, not yet listed in Scott.  Only 
one of the 2 stamps in this set is 
archaeology related. 
 

 
Mongolia;  Kublai Khan’s Naval Fleet 
Souvenir Sheet;  Issued 2011 
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New Digs 

    
Romania, Issued March 26, 2012;  800 Years of Documentary Testimony - Timisoara –  

 
Timisoara Fortress, 
Timisoara - Hunyadi 
Castle, Timisoara - 
Orthodox 
Metropolitan 
Cathedral, Timisoara - 
Episcopal Roman 
Catholic Cathedral.   

 

 
Romania; 800 Years Documentary Testimony S/S 

Timisoara was first mentioned as a place in either 1212 
or 1266. The territory later known as Banat,  was con-
quered and annexed by the Kingdom of Hungary in 
1030. Timisoara grew considerably during the reign of 
Charles I, who, upon his visit here in 1307, ordered the 
construction of a royal palace. Timisoara's importance  
grew thanks to its strategic location, which facilitated 
control over the Banat plain. John Hunyadi established 
a permanent military encampment here, and moved 
here together with his family. In 1552, Ahmed Pasha 
conquered the city with 16,000 Ottomans and 
transformed it into a capital city in the region. The 
local military commander, Stefan Losonczy, was 
captured and beheaded on July 27, 1552 after resisting 
the Ottoman invasion with just over 2,300 men 

  

 
Spain, March 8, 2012, Scott #3837, Matron 
& Warrior in a Boat, souvenir sheet, each s/s 
is numbered in the lower right hand corner. 

The Spanish crown’s collection of tapestries, probably one of 
the world's most important in its kind, not only because of their 
quantity and complete thematic series but because of their ex-
cellent quality. Many of those that make up the National 
Heritage collection are of Flemish origin from the 16th and 
17th centuries and were commissioned by the Spanish mon-
archs given the links between Spain and Flanders at the time.  
The tapestries were designed by the great European painters of 
the time and made by top upholsters such as Gerard Peemans 
(c. 1660), a master upholsterer who made a number of tapes-
tries amongst which are those belonging to the series Dido and 
Aeneas and the History of the Great Zenobia and the Emperor 
Aurelian, fragments of which have featured in past stamp 
issues. This year’s souvenir sheet depicts the tapestry Matron 
and warrior in a boat made in silk and wool and manufactured 
in Brussels by the aforementioned Gerard Peemans. It belongs 
to the National Heritage collection of the Royal Palace of 
Madrid.  The souvenir sheet depicts the full tapestry in which a 
matron sits on a boat and a warrior walks away leaning on a 
cane or spear. The upper part is decorated with a frieze with 
floral motifs and abundant vegetation on the background.  
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New Digs 

 
Spain; Feb 29, 2012, Scott #3835 & 3836 

 
The Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa,800th Anniversary known in Arab 
history as the Battle of Al-Uqab, took place on July 16, 1212 and was 
an important turning point in the Reconquista and in the medieval 
history of Spain. 
 
Conquest of Navarre, 500th Anniversary.  A series of wars between 
1512–1524 led to the Spanish conquest of the Iberian part of Navarre. 
Ferdinand of Aragon was both King of Aragon and Regent of Castile 
in 1512. 
 

      
Thailand; Thai Heritage Conservation, Issued April 2, 2012 Commemorating Heritage Conservation Day 
Available from Herricks also available from Bombay Stamps;  Illustrating archaeological sites and remains within 
archaeological parks – Monument No.1 and Statue of Radiating Bodhasatva Avalokitesavara of Meang Sing 
Historical Park, Kanchanaburi, Se-tenand design of Prong Si Thep and Dharmachakra , the Buddhist Wheel of Law 
of Si Tharp Historical Park, Phetchabha.  Souvenir Sheet above on right. 
 

 
Slovenia Nov 25, 2011, Scott #904 Bronze Belt Plate 
with Hunting Motif, 7th – 4th Century BC. 

    
Turkey May 9th 2012,  part of the Europa Visit . . . 
series  depicted are several archaeological sites.  
Against a beautiful sunset one of the mosaics of 
Zeugma  and statues from archaeological sites and 
museums The other stamp in the set depicts scenery. 
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New Digs 
 

Tadzhikistan, Archaeologial Artifacts, Issued 2011, no further info known 
 

 
Turkey Hasankeyf Sept 21, 2011,  
Scott #B298 – semi-postal  

Hasankeyf is an ancient town and district located along the Tigris River 
in the Batman Province in southeastern Turkey. It was declared a 
natural conservation area by Turkey in 1981. Predominantly Armenian 
and Arab before, a steady and significant Kurdish immigration from 
surrounding villages in the last 20-30 years, combined with the effects 
of the Armenian and Assyrian Genocide, has shifted the ethnic balance. 
Kurdish people form the majority of the city center today.  
 
Much of the city and its archeological sites are at risk of being flooded 
with the completion of the Ilisu Dam. 

 
Hasankeyf has been identified with the Ilansura of the Mari Tablet (c. 1800 BC). The Romans had built the Cephe 
fortress on the site and the city became the Kiphas fortress and a bishopric under the Byzantine Empire. It was 
conquered by the Arabs, in ca. 640, renamed Hisn Kayf. In the 12th century the city was captured by the Artukids 
as their capital. During this period, Hasankeyf's golden age, the Artukids and Ayyubids built the Old Tigris Bridge, 
the Small Palace and the Great Palace. The infrastructure, location and significance of the city helped increase trade 
and made Hasankeyf a staging post on the Silk Road. The Ayyubids (descendants of Saladin) captured the city in 
1232 and built the mosques that made Hasankeyf an important Islamic center. 
 
The city was captured and sacked by the Mongols in 1260. The city would rise from its ashes though as summer 
homes for Ak Koyunlu emirs were built. Following the Ottoman ascendancy established by Selim I in the region in 
the early 16th century, the city became part of the Ottoman Empire in 1515, during Sultan Süleyman I's campaign 
of Irakeyn (the two Iraqs, e.g. Arabian and Persian) in 1534, at the same time as Diyarbakır, Mosul, Baghdad and 
Basra.                (from Wikipedia) 
 
Egyptian Stamps are Now Available! 
Eds. Note:  The Egyptian issues for 2011 and 2012 are now available at Herrick Stamps!  There were no stamps to 
be had from dealers since the revolution of January 2011.  They are now becoming available.  Egypt has always 
been one of the better countries, issuing stamps that are actually available in the country and that match prevailing 
postal rates, thus their low price.  This included the “Rivers” issue joint with Singapore.  I have also seen Egyptian 
issues with new issue dealers at shows.  There was some question regarding legally sanctioned stamp issues last 
year because of the political unrest.         Ed. 
 
Merle’s Musings 
The President has gone off on vacation with his family and will return musing about the next issue. 
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New Digs Update 
From April Issue 

 
Archaeological Survey of India, 
150th Anniversary, Issued 12/20/11, 
Scott # 2557-8 & s/s 2558a 
 

  
Jordan Archaeological Park, Issued 
9/28/11, Scott #2093-2102  (only 2 
shown of the set) 

 
Marshall Islands, Terra Cotta 
Soldiers, Issued March 15, 2012, 
Scott #1029a-f 

Spain Arches & Gates, Issued 1/2/12, Scott #3319a-h (booklet of 8 designs): 
 

a- Macarena Arch, Seville 
b- Alcala Gate, Madrid 
c- Santa Maria Arch, Burgos 
d- Serrano Gate, Valencia 
e- Triumphal Arch, Barcelona 
f-  Palmas Gate, Badajoz 
g- Bisagra Gate, Toledo 
h- Bara Arch, Tarragon 
  

Stop The Press! 
While printing the journal, I stopped the process to add the following, the information I obtained in the new issue 
listings of Linns July 23rd issue 
 
150 YEARS OF THE FIRST POLISH DISCOVERIES IN EGYPT 

 
 

Designer : Marzanna Dąbrowska 
Issued: 30 April 2012 
Sheets: 4 stamps 
 
 
As we all know, it was the Polish expedition that saved Faras 
Church at the Sudanese border.  Many of the frescoes reside in 
Warsaw.    This information is not available from the new issue 
posts I use!  However, a perusal of the Polish Post site gives 
the above information but no illustration.  Pursuing the matter 
further, the issue does not appear in the listing of 2012 stamps 
or postal cards. 
 
The archaeologist shown is Michal Tyczkiewicz (1829-2897) 
who excavated at Luxor in 1861-1862 and revisited Egypt in 
1867-1868, building up a collection during his travels. His 
collection is now split between Paris, London, Copenhagen, 
Berlin, Boston, Rome, and the Tyszkiewicz Palace at Lahojsk, 
Belarus. A small part of it remains in Poland in the National 
Museum in Warsaw. 
 
Illustration from the Polish Posal Service Website.
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San Marino, issued May 9, 
2012 - 40 Years UNESCO 
World Heritage Sheetlet of 4 
stamps 
The wholesale price on this 
one is about $10.00 so if you 
want the stamps, s/s and a FDC 
contact the San Marino postal 
people 
http://www.aasfn.sm/on-
line/en/Home/Philately.html 
where it is € 6.00. 

On November 16, 1972 the UNESCO General Conference in Paris approved an agreement on the protection of the 
world, cultural and natural Heritage. The idea to create an international movement to protect cultural areas and 
nature was born in the second post-war period. The Agreement forces the Member States to regularly supply a 
report on the state of preservation of the registered areas. It encourages public awareness about the world protected 
areas and improves the preservation by educational and informative programs . “To preserve our heritage for the 
future generations” it is a must that the Agreement and the Member States fixed as a goal and warning. Today, after 
forty years from the signature of the agreement, the world heritage is well understood so much that registered areas 
receive international cooperation, mutual help and management models.  
 
With the souvenir-sheet designed by M. Ventura, “From Pyramids to Galapagos, to the whole world” the Azienda 
Autonoma di Stato Filatelica e Numismatica of the ancient Republic of San Marino makes the first issue after the 
agreement signed on the 3rd November 2011 in the UNESCO official seat where the “Progetto San Marino-
Unesco” was accepted; beginning a long-term cooperation to increase the value of Humanity Heritage through the 
philately of San Marino. The first stamp of the series shows, among other goods, the “Historic centre and Mount 
Titano” in foreground as part of the world humanity area heritage. 
 
According to Linns Stamp News the stamps depict:  workers in hard hat, one with drill, painting of flower in frame, 
girl with binoculars, Mount Titano and San Marino;  Woman posing for portrait, artist with palette and brushes, 
book, pyramid, palm tree, bust of Nefertiti, ancient Egyptian statues of pharoa and woman, volcano, statue of young 
men; Charles Darwin, man in Colonial dress holding egg, woman in water, giant tortoise, flying dinosaur, person 
riding bicycle with backpack, sailboat, rainbow, Galapagos on ribbon, man on ladder, pyramid at the Louvre, Eiffel 
Tower, Calder sculpture, building. 
 
Issue date: 9th May 2012 
Values: Souvenir-sheet with four values of € 1,50 each (set price € 6,00) 
Print run: 80.000 souvenir-sheets 
Printing: Four-colour offset by Cartor Security Printing 
Perforations: 13x12 ¾ 
Stamp size: 38,50x56 mm 
Souvenir-sheet size: 185x143 mm 
Designer: Marco Ventura                    Taken from a Press Release on the San Marino Post Office Site & Linns Stamp News 
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Archaeology Today 
Palestinian Authority Pushed Nativity Church 
as UNESCO Heritage Site 
The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is becoming 
the church of contention, with a bid by the Palestinians 
to use their position as the newest members of the 
U.N.'s cultural arm to obtain World Heritage status for 
the iconic Christian site and perhaps boost their own 
campaign for legitimacy.  The effort by the Palestinian 
Authority, like its overall efforts for global recognition 
for an independent Palestinian state, is drawing 
resistance.  
    An experts committee has turned down the 
emergency bid to quickly confer on the Church of the 
Nativity, and its pilgrimage route, the status as an 
endangered World Heritage site, saying the application 
needs more work. Even custodians of the holy site, the 
Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Armenian 
churches are opposed, according to a document 
obtained by The Associated Press.  The church drew 2 
million visitors last year, and parts of which are 1,500 
years old, stands above the grotto that Christians 
believe was the birthplace of Jesus. The Palestinians' 
application asks for recognition as a site of 
"outstanding universal value" urgently in need of 
attention. 
    There is concern by the United States and others that 
the Bethlehem holy site and the integrity of the World 
Heritage process risk falling victim to the politics that 
for decades have torn the region asunder, with the 
Palestinians using their foothold in the U.N. system to 
grab symbolic recognition of their elusive bid for 
statehood in a long-disputed land. 
   The World Heritage candidacy of the Church of the 
Nativity and the pilgrimage route is one way for the 
Palestinians to prove they are responsible stewards of 
the site, which draws tourists the world over. It is part 
of a broader attempt by Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas to seek international recognition for a 
state of Palestine after its controversial backdoor entry 
into the U.N. system.  Negotiations with Israel on the 
terms of a Palestinian state have been frozen since 
2008, mainly because Abbas and Israel's hard-line 
prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, have failed to 
reach enough common ground for meaningful talks.  
Meantime, Abbas has tried to create new leverage with 
a quest for U.N. membership for a state of Palestine in 
the West Bank, Gaza and east Jerusalem, the territories 
Israel occupied in 1967. The U.N. bid has been stalled 
for months, but Abbas hopes to garner recognition for 

Palestine wherever possible, including with a nod from 
UNESCO for Bethlehem. 
    Angry at Palestinian membership in UNESCO, the 
United States pulled its $80 million in annual dues – 
22% of the overall budget – from the Paris-based 
organization after the October vote that made the 
Palestinians the 195th member.  The Palestinians 
refused to follow UNESCO custom and withdraw the 
candidacy, as the French did with their emergency bid 
for the Chauvet cave, with its hundreds of prehistoric 
drawings, when it got a negative recommendation from 
the experts. 
  The World Heritage Committee meeting was held in 
St. Petersburg, Russia until July 6th.  33 Sites from 
around the world were considered for World Heritage 
status.  Protecting the cultures of the world is among 
UNESCO's core missions and there is little doubt the 
Church of the Nativity – with a longstanding problem 
of leaks from the roof – is in need of repair. A program 
administered by the Palestinians is already in progress. 
Huff Post World, July 8, 2012 
 
Bronze Age Workshop Found in Cyprus 
A wide Bronze Age workshop complex was identified 
during the 2012 fieldwork season undertaken by the 
Italian Archaeological Mission Università degli Studi 
di Firenze, at the site of Erimi-Laonin tou Porakou in 
Cyprus. According to the Department of Antiquities, 
the workshop complex covers an area measuring 20 x 
20m, which is currently under investigation. 
     In the Storage Area I (SA I) a series of installations 
a circular hearth, a rounded and rectangular basin, and 
jars and pithoi emplacements, were found directly 
carved into the plaster floor or directly built on it, thus 
hinting to a multi-functional room. In the Workshop 
Complex an extended area of 10 m. towards the West 
was investigated and three new rooms (SA III, SA IV, 
SA V) were exposed.  
     The ceramic assemblage of the two Phases clearly 
hints to a typical production of the South Coast horizon 
of the Early to Late Bronze Age I period, with a large 
percentage of Red-Polished and less attested Drab-
Polished ware. Furthermore, a collection of stone tools, 
clay spindle-whorls with incised decoration and loom-
weights were recorded, thus supporting the 
interpretation of the workshop complex, as an area 
mainly dedicated to textiles activities. 
     The results of this year's investigations confirmed 
the occupation of the site throughout two main phases 
ranging from the end of the Early to the very beginning 
of Late Bronze Age period (EC II/III-LC I). 
Edited from In Cyprus,   July 5, 2012 
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Archaeology Today 
Oldest Neolithic Bow Discovered in Europe 
The Neolithic site of La Draga, near the lake of 
Banyoles in northeast Spain, has yielded a complete 
bow dating between 5400 and 5200 BCE, 
corresponding to the earliest period of settlement. It is 
the first bow to be found intact at the site, and can be 
considered the most ancient bow of the Neolithic period 
found in Europe. The bow is 108 cms long, D-shaped in 
section, and is made of yew wood - as were the majority 
of Neolithic bows in Europe. In previous digs at the 
same site, fragments of two bows were found from the 
same period. 
     La Draga is one of the first farming communities 
settled in the north-east of the Iberian Peninsula. The 
site is on the eastern part of the Banyoles Lake, dates to 
5400-5000 BCE, occupies 8000 square metres, and is 
partly submerged.  It is considered one of the oldest 
settlements of the Neolithic period existing in the 
Iberian Peninsula - an open-air site with a fairly 
continuous occupation. The archaeological levels 
favour the conservation of organic material, making La 
Draga unique in all of the Iberian Peninsula. Together 
with Dispilo in Greece and La Marmotta in Italy, it is 
one of the few lake settlements in Europe from the 6th 
millennium BCE. 
     The phenomenon of Neolithic lake settlements is 
well known in the more modern chronologies of central 
Europe, where there is an abundance of lakes and 
humid environments, but extremely rare outside this 
area. For this reason La Draga is well-known, and 
attracts researchers from around the world. 
Edited from EurekAlert!   June  29, 2012 
 
The Earliest Known Pottery Found in China 
A team of scientists has recently found sediment layers 
containing pottery fragments in a Xianrendong cave in 
China approximately 20,000 years old, predating the 
previously earliest known pottery by about 2,000 years, 
and predating the advent of agriculture by about 10,000 
years. The finding refutes the long-held view that 
pottery production coincided with the beginning of 
agriculture. 
     Pottery has been considered an important invention 
in the evolution of human society. Prior to these latest 
finds, the most ancient pottery, dated to about 18,000 
years ago, was also found in China and Japan. The 
20,000-year-old fragments date to the time of the Last 
Glacial Maximum, about 25,000 to 19,000 years ago. 
Many of these early fragments showed burn or scorch 
marks. 
     Evidence that pottery significantly predates the 

development of agriculture could lead to a paradigm 
shift in the generally accepted scenarios of human 
socio-economic development, bit could also mean that 
development differed in different regions of the world. 
Edited from Popular Archaeology,  June 28, 2012 
 
Neanderthals Could Have Been Europe’s First 
Cave Artists 
The first modern humans in Europe perhaps did more 
than hunt and gather.  They may have been artistically 
inclined, according to a new study. 
     Scientists involved in the research, released in the 
journal Science, found cave art that dates back 
thousands of years earlier than previously thought.  The 
team of researchers said the findings imply the 
paintings were created either by the first anatomically 
modern humans in Europe or, perhaps, by Neanderthals.  
"This currently is Europe's oldest dated art by at least 
4,000 years," said archaeologist and lead author of the 
study Alistair Pike in a press conference to reporters. 
     The creation of art by humans is considered an 
important marker for the evolution of modern cognition 
and symbolic behavior, and may be associated with the 
development of language, scientists say.  "Modern 
humans and Neanderthals are defined on the basis of the 
morphology of the skeleton and on the basis of genes. 
There is nothing in the genes or in the morphology of 
the skeleton to say whether a Neanderthal skeleton 
implies an advanced cognition or not," said Joao 
Zilhao, co-author on the study. 
     Initially, the team of archaeologists set out to 
improve the chronology of rock art when they stumbled 
upon this new finding.  While surveying 50 cave 
paintings across 11 caves in northwestern Spain, 
archaeologists sampled thin crusts of mineral deposits 
of calcium carbonate (roughly the size of a grain of 
rice) that had grown over the ancient paintings in these 
limestone caves.  Then, using a technique called 
uranium-thorium dating, which is less destructive than 
the more popular radiocarbon dating, the team was able 
to obtain the minimum age of the cave paintings. 
     "The calcium carbonate incorporates tiny amounts of 
radioactive uranium, which decays to (thorium) and it's 
the measurement of this buildup of thorium that can tell 
us how long since those crusts formed," said Pike. 
According to the researchers, one particular cave 
painting of a red disk is at least 40,800 years old, 
whereas an ancient hand stencil is at least 37,300 years 
old and a club-shaped symbol appears to be more than 
35,600 years old. "We know that modern humans 
arrived in Europe between 42,000 and 41,000 years 
ago. We know then that the calcite crust formed on top 

(cont’d pg 15) 
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Archaeology Today 
Neanderthals -- First Cave Artists  (cont’d) 
of an existing red disc symbol at 40,800," said Pike. 
     Pike and his colleagues claim their findings are the 
only ones that predate modern humans in Europe.   The 
data detailing the antiquity of the cave artwork provides 
supporting evidence to support their claim, that 
Neanderthals could have possessed a higher order 
artistic trait but more sampling and research is needed 
before they can make a definitive conclusion. 
CNN   June 14, 2012  
  
Ancient Tablet Bears Writing, to Scientists' 
Surprise 
Archaeologists have found a clay tablet bearing the 
earliest known writing in Europe, a 3,350-year-old 
specimen, which makes it at least 150 years older than 
other known tablets from the region. 
     Found in one of the palaces linked to King Nestor of 
Trojan War fame, the tablet not only is older than 
expected, but also appears at a site, called Iklaina, 
where researchers did not expect to find writing, said its 
discoverer, Michael Cosmopoulos of the University of 
Missouri- St. Louis. 
     The tablet, fortuitously preserved when someone 
discarded it in a trash pit and burned it was part of the 
state's formal record-keeping process, and its discovery 
sheds light on early state formation, Cosmopoulos said.  
Archaeologists "had grown more and more 
comfortable" with the idea that writing was limited to 
the major ruling centers of the time and was not to be 
found at secondary sites such as Iklaina, which was the 
equivalent of a district capital, said archaeologist 
Thomas Palaima of the University of Texas at Austin, 
who was not involved in the research. 
   "It was a great surprise and a welcome surprise" to 
find writing at a secondary center, he said.  Iklaina, 
which dates to the Mycenaean period of 1500 BC to 
1100 BC, sits at the southwestern corner of Greece. It 
was an independent state until about 1400 BC, when it 
was conquered by King Nestor, who incorporated it into 
his kingdom, which he ruled from the nearby city of 
Pylos. Overall, 16  states were brought under his rule.  
Only one of them, Nichoria, has been previously 
studied, and no tablets were found there. 
   Cosmopoulos has been excavating at Iklaina for 11 
years. Among other things, he has found evidence of a 
Mycenaean palace with elaborate architecture, colorful 
murals and a drainage system with clay pipes that was 
far ahead of its time. The architecture included what are 
known as Cyclopean walls, which are constructed of 
crude limestone boulders fitted roughly together, with 
smaller chunks placed between them.  He did not expect 

to find tablets because they were not meant to survive. 
"They were never meant to last for more than a year," 
he said. "Then they were recycled." The tablets were 
allowed to dry in the sun, which made them very brittle. 
The tablet they found had been accidentally broken and 
thrown in a garbage pit, then burned, which fired and 
preserved the clay.  The tablet measures 2 inches by 3 
inches and has writing on both sides in the Linear B 
system, which is older than the alphabet. It consists of 
about 87 signs and was used primarily for keeping track 
of property. On the front of the tablet is a verb that 
relates to some sort of manufacturing. On the back are 
what appear to be men's names alongside numbers.  It 
dates to 3,350 years ago. 
   The presence of the tablet at Iklaina, Palaima said, 
suggests two possibilities. It may indicate that Iklaina 
was once a major center of its own and had the potential 
to become a dominant center until it was crushed and 
absorbed by Pylos.  But it could also be that, even after 
Iklaina became part of Nestor's kingdom, it was allowed 
to retain a significant amount of administrative 
freedom. That would be surprising, Palaima said, 
because most historians believe that virtually all record-
keeping was centralized in the major centers. If the city 
was allowed to retain record-keeping, it would suggest 
that Pylos maintained a benevolent rule over its domain. 
   The findings were published in the April edition of 
the Proceedings of the Athens Archaeological Society. 
By Thomas H. Maugh II, Los Angeles Times  April 2, 2011 
 
Endangered Site: The City of Hasankeyf, 
Turkey  
A new hydroelectric dam threatens the ancient city, 
home to thousands of human-made caves  
from an article By Diane M. Bolz  Smithsonian 
magazine, March 2009  
    The waters of the Tigris River gave rise to the first 
settlements of the Fertile Crescent in Anatolia and 
Mesopotamia, the cradle of civilization. The ancient 
city of Hasankeyf, built on and around the banks of the 
river in southeastern Turkey, may be one of the oldest 
continuously inhabited settlements in the world, 
spanning some 10,000 years. Hasankeyf and its 
surrounding limestone cliffs are home to thousands of 
human made caves, 300 medieval monuments and a 
unique canyon ecosystem, all combining to create a 
beguiling open-air museum. 
But the city, along with the archaeological artifacts still 
buried beneath it, is slated to become a sunken treasure. 
Despite widespread protests from local authorities, 
archaeologists, architects, preservationists and 
environmental groups, the massive hydroelectric Ilisu 
Dam is expected to be completed in 2013. The reservoir
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Archaeology Today 
Endangered Hasankeyf, Turkey  (cont’d) 
created by the dam will inundate the site's caves and 
flood most of its structures. 
   More than 20 cultures have left their mark at 
Hasankeyf. The first settlers probably lived along the 
Tigris in caves carved into the rock cliffs. (The ancient 
Assyrian name for the place was Castrum Kefa, 
meaning "castle of the rock.") The Romans built a 
fortress there circa AD300 to patrol their empire's 
eastern border with Persia and monitor the transport of 
crops and livestock. In the fifth century AD, the city 
became the Byzantine bishopric of Cephe; it was 
conquered in AD640 by the Arabs, who called it Hisn 
Kayfa, or "rock fortress." Hasankeyf would next be 
successively ruled by the Turkish Artukid dynasty, the 
Ayyubids (a clan of Kurdish chieftains) and the 
Mongols, who conquered the region in 1260. 
  Hasankeyf emerged as an important commercial center 
along the Silk Road during the early Middle Ages. 
Marco Polo likely passed over its once-majestic stone, 
brick and wooden bridge, built around 1116 (only two 
massive stone piers and one arch remain). In 1515, the 
city was absorbed into the Ottoman Empire and has 
since remained a part of modern Turkey. 
  Among the site's most important structures are the 
ruins of the 12th-century palace of the Artukid kings; 
the El Rizk Mosque, built in 1409 by the Ayyubid 
sultan Suleiman; and the 15th-century cylindrical Tomb 
of Zeynel Bey (the eldest son of Uzun Hasan, who ruled 
over the region for 25 years). The tomb is decorated 
with glazed blue and turquoise bricks in geometric 
patterns that suggest a significant artistic link between 
Central Asia and Anatolia. 
"About 200 different sites will be affected by the Ilisu 
Dam," says Zeynep Ahunbay, a professor of 
architectural history at Istanbul Technical University. 
"But Hasankeyf is the most visible and representative of 
all, due to its picturesque location and rich architectural 
content. It is one of the best-preserved medieval sites in 
Turkey."  The consortium of German, Swiss, Austrian 
and Turkish contractors charged with erecting the Ilisu 
Dam has already begun constructing a bridge and 

service roads for the transportation of building 
materials. The 453-foot-high dam will hold back the 
waters of the Tigris just before it flows into Syria and 
Iraq, creating a massive 121-square-mile reservoir that 
will raise the water level in Hasankeyf more than 200 
feet. The consortium and the Turkish government 
maintain that the dam will provide power and irrigation 
to the area, encourage local development and create 
jobs. And the reservoir will be a magnet for tourists and 
water sports. Opponents counter that most of the 
electricity generated by the dam will go to the big 
industrial centers in the west of the country. They 
advocate developing alternative energy sources instead, 
such as wind and solar power, and promoting cultural 
and environmental tourism.  "The dam will bring only 
destruction for us," says Ercan Ayboga, a hydrologist at 
Bauhaus University in Germany and spokeman for the 
Initiative to Keep Hasankeyf Alive, which was formed 
in January 2006. "There will be no benefit for the 
people of the region." The project will displace tens of 
thousands of residents and threaten hundreds of species, 
including the rare striped hyena and the Euphrates soft-
shelled turtle. Moreover, Ayboga says, "We will lose 
cultural heritage on the highest level, not just local 
heritage, but world heritage." 
In late 2008, the European members of the Ilisu Dam 
consortium put a six-month freeze on financing because 
the project failed to meet World Bank standards for 
environmental and cultural protection—thereby 
temporarily halting construction. For its part,  
   The Turkish government has proposed moving 12 of 
Hasankeyf's 300 monuments to a newly created cultural 
park about a mile north of the city. But the plan has not 
mollified protesters. "It is totally impractical and 
technically impossible," says Ayboga. Many of the 
monuments are made from ashlar masonry, he notes, 
which are uniform stone blocks carefully sculpted to fit 
together; they cannot simply be taken apart and 
reassembled. The monuments would lose some of their 
original details as some blocks break and crumble, and 
recreating the proper alignment is difficult. The 
dramatic siting, the rock caves, the aspect of the river, 
all will be lost. 

 
From the Web Site: 

 
Have you visited out website recently?   
A membership application is available for printing, so is a flyer 
advertising our club.  They print easily for those of you attending 
stamp shows around the country to leave at the literature table. 
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