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Dacia – Kingdom Lost, Kingdom Conquered 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
Burebista   was a king of Dacia between 70 BC - 44 BC who united under his rule 
Thracians in a large territory, from today's Moravia in the West, to the Southern Bug 
river (Ukraine) in the East, and from Northern Carpathians to Southern 
Dionysopolis.  The Greeks considered him the first and greatest king of Thrace.   A 
statue of Burebista appeared on a stamp from Romania issued for the 2050 years 
since the establishment of the first centralized and independent Dacian State. 
 

Burebista Sculpture 
Romania #2984 Nov 5 1980 

 
 

  
Romania 2003. Old map of Dacia by Petrus Karlus Calavit  
(1571- c.1646).  
 

The heart of the Dacian Kingdom was 
Transylvania and the Carpathian Mountains north 
of the Danube.  The mountains vary from 4-8,000 
feet in height and were very heavily frosted, 
containing brown bears, wolves, lynxes and most 
of Europe’s plant species.  Dacia was rich in 
minerals and the Dacians were skilled metal 
workers.  They had a high standard of living 
compared to their neighbors. 
 
Half a dozen fortresses, known as the Dacian Wall 
to the Romans, provided protection from invasion 
to the kingdom.  Built in the 1st centuries BC and 
AD under Dacian rule, these fortresses show an 
unusual fusion of military and religious 
architectural techniques and concepts from the 
classical world and the late European Iron Age.  

 
 
These fortresses have not (yet) been shown 
on any stamp, the closest depiction at this 
time is the Cetatea Alba, which has been 
shown on two stamps below. 

 
 

     
   Romania 1928. Cetatea Alba.     Moldova 1995. Cetatea Alba.  

 
(Continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
In continuation (or so it seems) to my coverage of 
early/ancient alcoholic drinks, beer was covered in the January 
issue, and in this issue we cover the earliest wine.  The 
Armenians were making wine in 4100BC!   This was actually 
supposed to be in the last issue, but I misplaced it in my 
computer.   The computer is in severe need of cleaning out!  
Some rainy day I will sit down and clear enough out so I can 
keep going another year. 
 
We need members!  If you attend one of the national stamp 
shows let me know and I can send you a ‘membership kit’ 
consisting of about one dozen each flyers and applications for 
membership, along with an extra journal copy to place on the 
“literature table” generally found outside the show entrance. 
 
For those who staff tables at your local shows I can send a 
similar item to the ATA Study Unit booklet.  This you can 
keep with you until the next stamp show, and if you send me a 
reminder I can then send you updates for it.  If you have never 
seen an ATA Study Unit booklet, you are exactly the type of 
person I am looking for!   
 
I received 3 different issues of the UNESCO Courier in June 
from an estate in England.  No, I didn’t inherit them, I bought 
them!  The original price was 40c each I paid more like $30 
for the three.  December 1964, December 1968 and a Special 
Issue about the Nubian Monuments!  The Special was 60c 
original price.  There may be another article by the late Miss 
Pharoa Athena since one of these issues has a nice article on 
Faras in the Sudan. 
 
I guess I’m on a list of people to contact when somebody dies 
to buy their books and stamps.  Actually, I find more items in 
my mailbox because people know I can pass along (almost) 
anything. 
 
Which reminds me, hey! I need articles!  Or at least some 
ideas for articles.  My stash is depleted!  Nobody has 
passed along any articles to me in about a year.  I know 
you read this publication because I get feedback at the 
end of the year.  What would you like to see?   
 
Also, since it is about 10 years since the demise of the Meso-
American Archeology Group, I have been asked several times 
over the past 3 or 4 years if we could incorporate some articles 
about these continents.  I have also been told by members that 
they will resign if I publish Meso-American.  Well, you can’t 
please everybody!  Are there any Maya, Aztec or other 
collectors out there?  Articles?  Ideas?   
 

Caroline   



Dacia – Kingdom Lost, Kingdom Conquered 
By Caroline Scannell                                     (cont’d from pg 1) 
 
The Romans conquered the six defensive works, the nucleus of the Dacian Kingdom, at the beginning of the 2nd 
century AD; their extensive and well-preserved remains stand in spectacular natural surroundings and give a 
dramatic picture of a vigorous and innovative civilization.    
 

   
Romania May 9, 2005, #2767 Map of  
Dacia, Archer on Horseback, Dacian food. 

 
Early in his reign Trajan decided to attack Dacia.  Decebalus was an 
ambitious and able expansionist leader and the Romans felt he 
threatened the stability of the frontier.  Trajan,  an admirer of 
Alexander the Great, used the Danube as a communication and supply 
line.  He built temporary bridges which rested on tethered boats at two 
points, which gave the Roman legions points of entry into Decebalus’ 
mountains.  An attack on Dacia was high risk, previous campaigns 
failed with legions mauled or wiped out.   

 
As per most civilizations at that time, the Dacians had no 
standing army, they depended on levies after the harvest, which 
restricted the time a force could be kept in the field.  The 
chieftains and warriors which made up Dacia’s nobility, had 
armor and helmets, but rank and file soldiers had only an oval 
shield to protect them in their regular clothes.  Boar headed 
trumpets called them to march and follow their standard; a 
windsock called a “draco” or “dragon”.   
 
A curved machete called a falx was their main weapon; used 
for slashing rather than thrusting. 
 

     
Dacian Warrior #2977   Bas Relief Emperor Trajan 
Oct 15, 1980          .        Scott #2563, June 26, 1975 

 
Having failed to assassinate Trajan, Decebalus offered to negotiate peace with Roman commander Cnaeus 
Pompeius Longinus, who he then placed under house arrest and interrogated about Trajan’s campaign plan.  
Longinus took poison to avoid giving any information to Decebalus and the destruction of Dacia now proceeded.  
The legions went to Decebalus’ capital, Sarmizegetusa, via the 5300 foot high Vulcan Pass.  Trajan’s column 
shows the Dacians pleading for their lives.  The Dacian capital fell without a fight and was looted and burned to the 
ground. 
 

 
Decebalus (D. 106) Dacian King July 15, 2006,  
Scott #4848 
 
Page  # 3 

Decebalus diverted the River Sargetia, buried his treasure of 
silver and gold and other objects of value, placed stones on top 
and brought the river back to its course.  The Dacian treasure 
turned out to be about 500,000 lbs of gold and 1,000,000 lbs of 
silver.  By the year AD 100, more than 400,000 sq. kms/ 
154,400 sq. miles, were dominated by the Dacians, who 
numbered two million.    
 
In 105, Trajan crossed the Danube river and besieged 
Decebalus' capital, Sarmizegetusa, the siege failed because of 
Decebalus' allied tribes.  Dacia was conquered by Roman 
emperor Trajan and incorporated into the Roman Empire as a 
province. 
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Dacia – Kingdom Lost, Kingdom Conquered 
By Caroline Scannell                                     (cont’d from pg 3)     
 
Roman colonists were sent into Dacia, and Rome developed the region 
considerably, building roads, bridges, and a great wall that stretched from what 
is today the Black Sea port of Constanta across the region of Dobruja to the 
Danube River.  
 
In the middle part of the 3rd century the Goths drove the Romans out of much 
of Dacia, and around AD270  Roman Emperor Lucius Domitius Aurelian 
decided  to  withdraw  the  Roman legions  and  colonies  to an area south of the 

 
Ptolemaic map of Dacia, Scott                  

#2809,  Oct 21, 1978 
Danube; some Roman civilians chose to stay. Under the influence of the Romans, the people of Dacia adopted the 
Latin language.  

      
Dacian Warrior from Trajan’s Column,   Dacian Warrior    Dacian cavalry warrior 
Rome with label to publicize Philatelic   #2814   Jan 1979       #2815 Jan 1979 
Exhib, Nov 5, 1978  Scott #2811A 

 
 
The Roman people hailed Trajan's 
triumph in Dacia with the longest, 
most expensive celebration in their 
history.   For his triumph, Trajan 
gave a 123-day festival of 
celebration in which approximately 
11,000 animals were slaughtered 
and 11,000 gladiators fought in 
combats. 

 
The territory that is now Romania first appeared in history as Dacia. 
Most of its inhabitants were originally from the region of Thrace, in 
Greece; they were called Getae by the Greeks, and later, by the 
Romans, they were known as Dacians 
 
Decebalus was the last king of the Dacians and despite his fierce 
resistance against the Romans, faced defeat and committed suicide 
rather than being marched through Rome as a captured foreign leader. 
 
 

 
        Romania Trajan Bridge at Dobreta 
         Scott #2568, June 26, 1975

Trajan’s Column 

 
Romania Trajan’s Column, Rome, 
Scott #2564, June 26, 1975  

Trajan’s Column rises 100 feet from the ground, proclaimed in an inscription at 
it’s base;   “The Senate and people of Rome dedicate this monument to the 
emperor Caesar, son of the divine Nerva, Nerva Traianus Augustus Germanicus 
Dacicus, pontifax maximus, in his 17th year in the office of Tribune, having 
been acclaimed 6 times as Imperator, 6 times Consul, Pater Patriae, to 
demonstrate what great height the hill was and place that was removed for such 
great works.”  
 
Inside the pedestal is a small room designed to receive the ashes of Trajan and 
his wife.  It is empty.  The exterior resembles a stone ribbon 3 feet wide and 
670 feet long which winds its way up the column in 23 spirals.  Carved onto 
this ribbon are reliefs that recount in realistic detail Trajan’s struggle with the 
Dacians. 

(cont’d on pg 4) 
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Dacia – Kingdom Lost, Kingdom Conquered 
By Caroline Scannell                                     (cont’d from pg 4)     
 

      
Above are postal cards issued by Romania around 1970 depicting Trajan’s Column and scenes of the annihilation of Dacia by 
the Roman army.  They are not very clear as they were copied from the internet some time ago. 
 
Below are 2 sets of stamps issued by Romania in 2004, the first 4 stamps were issued October 15th, Scott #4670-73 and the last 
3 stamps were issued December 4th, Scott #4674-4676. 

   

 

  
 

April 101 legionnaires marked in formation over the pontoon bridge, 
probably at Lederate.  On another bridge were a column of praetorian 
standard bearers and trumpeters with dismounted cavalry.  At the head, 
Trajan sets foot for the first time in Dacian territory.  The carvings 
make clear Trajan will lead his men from the front. 
 

The carvings show legionnaires clearing woodland and building camps, 
forts, bridges and roads.  Trajan is shown surveying terrain, confronting 
a Dacian prisoner, addressing troops.  Decebalus withdraws to his 
mountainous heartland. 

According to the Roman coins issued at the time, Trajan meant to tame not destroy; the celebratory coins he issued 
referred to “Dacia Defeated” not “Captured” or “Annexed” but “Dacia Victa”.  Decebalus agreed to surrender his 
weapons, return Roman deserters, demolish his fortresses and consider enemies of Rome enemies of Dacia.   
 
The territory that is now Romania first appeared in history as Dacia. Most of its inhabitants were originally from 
the region of Thrace, in Greece; they were called Getae by the Greeks, and later, by the Romans, they were known 
as Dacians.   
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Classic Grecian Pottery 
By Merle Farrington 
 
The classic shapes of Grecian pottery developed over a few centuries.  Many shapes had a surface large enough to 
decorate.  The first of the three most famous types was black figured artwork on a terra cotta background.  Starting 
around the early 6th century BCE artists used a special slip which turned black during the firing process.  They 
painted over the terra cotta surface.  Details were added in slips which were iron red or white when fired.   
 

    
Black Figured        Red Figured Athlete 
Greece, Scott #807        Greece Scott #808, 
Issued Oct 24, 1964       Issued Oct 24, 1964 

 
Starting around 530 BCE, artists began to paint the 
background black, and leave the figures in natural 
reddish terra cotta.  Fine details on the figures were 
highlighted in black line.  Some classic vessels were 
hybrid, with black figures on one side, and red figures 
on the other. 

 
Starting around 440 BCE, artists used a background of white slip, with the figures in a different shade of white.  
Details were added in iron red or black slip.   
 

      
White figured           Multi Colored Birth of Athena 
Greece Scott 736,           Greece, Scott #1113, Issued  
Youth with shield &      June 24, 1974 

In addition to domestic consumption, Grecian pottery 
was exported to colony cities and others around the 
Mediterranean, and potters in colony cities developed 
their own export markets.  Specially painted amphorae 
filled with fine olive oil were among the prized awarded 
during the Olympic games. 
There were two main types of pottery manufactured by 
The Greeks, one was a Krater, used to mix wine with 
water, the other was Amphora which was used to carry 
liquids such as wine or olive oil throughout the 
Mediterranean.

helmet on a Lekythos 
Issued May 3, 1962 

 

    

 
 
The postcards at left depict: 
 
Left:  Red Figure Calyx Krater 
Painted by Syriskos, Attic ca. 470-
460BC   
J Paul Getty Museum, Malibu, CA  
 
Right:   Attic Black Figured 
Amphora ca. 530BC Blacksmith’s 
shop   
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA 
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Message to the Membership 
It should be brought to the attention of the membership 
that when your editor and also your president attend 
stamp shows; and people know we represent the Old 
World Archaeology Study Unit, we are asked if we 
have anything about the Americas.   I occasionally put 
something in the New Digs section and maybe once a 
year something in Archaeology Today.  This has cost 
the journal award points when it is entered into 
competition with the APS or any other show that has a 
literature competition.    
 
When I started editing your journal there was a 
Mesoamerican Archeology Study Unit (they spelled 
archaeology different).  Both groups had problems and 
should have merged years ago.  At one time OWASU 
had no editor and offered to merge with MASU, they 
refused to consider it.  When I came on board again we 
tried a merger – if we could obtain the membership list 
– and again it did not work.  Politics!   
 
At any rate, all this took place between 10 to 8 years 
ago.  I do not believe any of the principals are still 
living at this time so . . . how about it?  Some of our 
members also have an interest in Meso-American 
archaeology.  I send out a questionnaire with the 
renewal notice annually, to gauge the interests of the 

membership.  Surprisingly, several members do not 
collect archaeology on stamps but like the journal.  
Others like Rome, or Greece.  Most of our members 
collect some sort of Egyptian.  This will be put to a vote 
with this year’s renewal.  It would mean the journal 
may go to 3 ounces from 2 ounces – that’s my end, the 
expenses.  I don’t see pages; I see weight.   
 
I have checked into Meso-American archaeology and 
found that the most progress has been made in 
deciphering the writings in only since 1970s.  There is 
not very much by way of information out there.  Unlike 
Egypt where there is certainly a plethora of information, 
good and bad.  Whenever I discover some new 
discovery in Egyptian archaeology, or Roman, which 
goes against some other research, my guidelines for 
term papers in college comes in handy – find 3 sources 
that agree.  One source can copy another, but seldom 
three will copy each other – without getting caught. 
 
Several members have told me they will resign if I 
include South America (as far as I know North America 
has only two or three prehistoric sites).  Others have 
resigned because I have not included Maya, Aztecs or 
Olmec.  I will need articles (one or two pages) and ideas 
from those of you who collect the Americas. 

 
Merle's Musings 
The newly arrived Linn's Monthly Stamp News features the recent royal wedding.  I wasn't invited.  Were you? I 
don't think I will collect their new stamps, either. 
  
The article left me musing about collecting the topic of family and marriage in Archaeological times.  I am sure that 
there are lots of gods and goddesses of home and hearth shown on early stamps, but were there images of ordinary 
people enjoying their own home and hearth?  I suspect that ordinary people were shown toiling in the fields, or in 
the army, for the wealthy.  The kings and pharaohs on stamps were reminders of the "good old days", but good for 
whom? 
  
Enjoy your summer, and enjoy your stamps. 

Merle Farrington 
 
New Digs 
 
Albania, Underwater Archaeology 
Issued March 2, 2011 se-tenant 
Pottery & other items from shipwreck 
Only recently with the end of communism has it 
become possible to enter Albanian waters.  This 
area was a major sea route for the Greeks, 
Romans and other ancient civilizations. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Albania, Berat, UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Issued 2011, no further information known yet. 

Illustration courtesy Bombay Stamps 

The town of Berat is one of the oldest in Albania, 
with the earliest traces of settlement dating from 
2600-1800 BC. There are also ceramics from the 7th 
or 6th century BC. The Berat people were first called 
Illyrians, then Arbër, and finally Albanians.  The 
castle area had stone fortifications by the middle of 
the 4th century. An Illyrian town developed under its 
protection. 
   In antiquity, Berat was known as Antipatreia, a 
fortified centre which succeeded in resisting the 
Roman legions for a time. The town is mentioned by 
Polybius and Livy, and in the list of fortifications of 
Emperor Justinian. During the Byzantine period, in 
533, Berat is called Pulcheriopolis, after the 5th 
century Byzantine Empress Pulcheria. It developed at 
the summit of the hill. The castle and its fortifications 
were rebuilt. 

In the middle ages, the town was under Bulgarian occupation (860-1018), and grew in importance. The name Berat 
is first mentioned in 1018. From the Crusader period onward (13th century), Berat had various occupants, including 
the Angevins, the Serbs, and the Muzakaj Princedom. Much of the fortification system was rebuilt, in the 13th 
century, assuming its present-day general form, and many features of this period have been conserved. 
From UNESCO World Heritage Site 
 

       
Austria issued June 1, 2011                       Peoples Republic of China - Ancient Chinese Calligraphy-Cursive 
Old Masters Pieter Bruegal the Elder        This is another set that seems to come out each year, making a series. 
painting of The Tower of Babel 
 

     
Georgia, Issued Oct. 15, 2010 David Garegi Cultural       Georgia, Issued Oct 15, 2010 Georgian Alphabet souvenir 
Heritage Monument Souvenir Sheet with two stamps.      sheet with three 0.40 GEL stamps; Designer  B. Gagnidze, 
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New Digs 
 

 
Cyprus - Through the Ages 2010 Sheetlet of 8 Different, this is the last 
in the series and was issued Jan 10, 2010.   

Though a bit modern, this is the last of the 
series of 4 which has run one per year since 
2007. The Department of Postal Services 
issued a series of four commemorative stamp 
issues, one every year, entitled  
"Cyprus through the Ages" from 2007 to 2010, 
on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the 
foundation of the Republic of Cyprus. The 
stamps of this series, as well as the Definitive 
stamps of 2007 are the first to be denominated 
in dual currency, i.e. in Cyprus pounds and 
euro. The fourth and final issue in the series 
commemorating Cyprus' 50th Anniversary of 
Independence.  

 
Miniature sheets depict: -  The Treaty of Sevres (1920) and Lausanne (1923), The Government House, The 
Imprisoned Graves, Gregoris Afxentiou (1928-1957), The Presidential Palace, The Turkish Invasion (1974), 
Cyprus' accession to the European Union (2004), Fifty Years of the Republic of Cyprus (1960-2010). 
The other sheetlets in the series depict: 
The Archaic period (750-480 BC);  Classical period (480-310 BC);  The Hellenistic period (310-30 BC);  The 
Roman Period (30 BC- AD 324);  The Early Byzantine period (AD 324-481).  
The stamps of this series, issued 2007, are the first to be denominated in dual currency, i.e. Cyprus pounds / euro. 
 

     
 

    

<< Greece - Ancient Sailing Ships, Issued 2011 no other 
information known.  When I find out the names of the 
ships and Scott nos. it will appear in New Digs Update. 
 
 
Greece -  Acropolis Museum Personalized w/Label, issued 
2010,  These stamps have not been declared or scheduled for 
issue with the UPU.  No further information known at this 
time. 

                                                                             \/                          

 

No information on 
Greece Post website as of 
July 7th.  
  
They appear to contain a 
frieze on the 0.72 stamp 
and some statuary on the 
0.58 stamp. 
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New Digs 
      

 
Latvia, Ancient Coin, Issued 2011 
 
Saudi Arabia, Ancient Jewelry Part I, 
sheetlet of 6 different. Issued 2011.  
No further information known.     >> 

 

   
Mali, Discovery of Peking Man, Issued Nov 5, 2011 Pei Wenzhong, noted paleontologist and anthropologist. Also 
features Peking man and mammoth. Mini Sheet and FDC available from Keimar Stamps 
 

 

Slovakia (joint with Egypt), Issued  
October 8, 2010, Scott #601.   
 
Egyptian alabaster canopic jar, issued in 
sheetlet of 8 stamps.  One stamp from this 
beautifully designed sheet was illustrated 
in January’s issue.  When I saw the sheet it 
deserves another mention.    
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New Digs 
 

 
 

Tunisia,  Monuments, issued 2011.  
According to the UPU Tunisia has only 
declared 6 stamps issued during 2011 to 
date.  Most honor the revolution that took 
place early this year.  Stamps represented 
here may have been scheduled for release 
by the past government.  Images were 
obtained through Bombay Stamps website.  
This may be an unissued set. 
 
It may become rare or it may become 
wallpaper.

Note from the editor:  Before publishing the new issues I check for Scott numbers in Linns, and also check the 
UPU site for WNS.  The stamps shown here are legitimate issues, unless stated.  I understand the stamp trade is run 
by various agents and agencies.  Some of the stamps obtained through such may not be available at the post offices 
in the country itself.  I generally take a “publish and be damned” stand, depicting all stamps I can garner through 
the internet, using 2 main sites, Bombay Stamps and Kent/Herrick Stamps.  They allow me to lift images from their 
sites, which I greatly appreciate and show my appreciation by sending Kent/Herrick several orders annually and 
Bombay has my Visa number for a standing order. 
 
I must reiterate this statement because this past winter has seen major unrest in the middle east, Tunisia, Yemen, 
Egypt, Bahrain and others may be placing new constitutions in practice as I write this, or may not.  As topical 
collectors we must be aware of caveat emptor at all times.  Be aware what you are buying for your collections.  It is 
fine if you place into your collection a stamp which was never issued by the country stated on it, or if the country 
does not actually exist, but be aware that it is bogus.   
 
I am presently chasing down 3 stamps shown in Linns.  Scotts wants to see the stamp USED on mail from the 
country stated on the stamp before listing in the catalogue.  They’ve been ‘burned’ more times than can be counted.  
I have seen stamps in Linns’s listings that I have not seen in Scotts Stamp Monthly.  Scotts is a conservative 
organization, which means I can state with accuracy that the stamps I list in the New Digs are generally four 
months ahead of Scotts.   
 
The stamps listed by the UPU in their WNS listings; well, the issuing country actually PAYS for each stamp they 
issue to be listed as legitimate.  Several countries do not bother.  Many are years behind, and it is surprising which 
ones they are. 
 
New Digs Updates 
From April Issue 
Slovenia  - Glass bead necklace from early Iron Age, 
issued Nov. 26, 2010, Scott #860. 
 

Archaeology Today 
Egyptian Neolithic Site 'Virtually Untouched' 
Only 70km from Cairo, Egypt, in a nature reserve along 
the shore north of Lake Qarun, lies a virtually 
untouched Neolithic site which holds the country's 
oldest evidence of agriculture, and could yield vital 
clues to the rise of Pharaonic civilization. The site holds 
a wealth of prehistoric remains from the middle-
Mesolithic period 200,000 years ago to the Pharaonic  

 
 
period, and later. 
     Archaeologists say the remains of rain-based 
Neolithic farming in the reserve may hold vital clues to 
a technological leap that led to irrigation-based farming 
along the Nile. Shortly after the Neolithic period, 
irrigation began spreading along the Nile Valley. 
     The area also contains Pharaonic basalt quarries 
from the Old Kingdom, and fossils of whales - 
including one belonging to an entirely new species that 
swam in the region's waters 42 million years ago. "The 
excavations are not finished," says Zahi Hawass, head 
of the Supreme Council for Antiquities. 
Edited from Iol.co.za (June 6, 2011) 
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More New Digs 

 
Bulgaria commemorated the 1700th anniversary of the 
Serdica Edict of Religious Tolerance on April 30th 
311, issued by Roman Emperor Galerius,  The stamp, 
issued April 30, 2011, depicts ancient Serdica with west 
gate, Emperor Galerius.  
 
Constantine issued his famous Edict of Milan in 313, 
granting Christians freedom to perform their religious 
rites without persecution.  But Constantine followed 
another Emperor and another declaration; The Edict of 
Religious Tolerance was issued in Serdica on April 30, 
311, predating Constantine by 2 years. 
 
The Edict of Toleration which was issued by the 
emperor Galerius from Serdica provided the Christians 
an indulgence "... wherefore, for this our indulgence, 
they ought to pray to their God for our safety, for that 
of the republic, and for their own, that the 
commonwealth may continue uninjured on every side, 
and that they may be able to live securely in their 
homes". Two years later, the Edict of Milan was issued, 
in the name of the Emperor Constantine on the basis of 
the previous edict, which is believed to have laid the 
foundation of the rise of Christianity throughout the 
world. 
 
Gaius Galerius Valerius Maximianus (AD 250 -  311), 
known as Galerius, a native of Illyria, married Valeria, 
daughter of Diocletian, and became Caesar on March 1, 
293.  His mother was Dacian and his father was 
Thracian.  As he was the eastern Caesar he fell under 
the authority of Diocletian in Rome.  He was entrusted 
with rule of the powerful Illyrian provinces in the 

Dioceses of Pannonia, Moesia and Thraciae and the 
Diocese of Asiana in Asia Minor (Turkey).  His most 
important task was to guard the Danube frontier against 
the Goths, so for the years 294-295 he busied himself 
by repelling any incursions by Goths, who were 
increasing their pressure on the frontiers again. 
 
Christians had lived in peace during most of the rule of 
Diocletian. The persecutions began with an edict of 
February 24, 303 credited by Christians to Galerius, 
who was a fierce advocate of the old ways and old gods. 
Christian houses of assembly were destroyed, for fear of 
sedition in secret gatherings.  This policy of repression 
was maintained by him until the appearance of the 
general edict of toleration, issued in April 311, shortly 
before his death.  Initially one of the leading figures in 
the persecutions, Galerius later admitted that the policy 
of trying to eradicate Christianity had failed.  
 
Galerius died in late April or early May 311 from a 
horribly gruesome disease described by Eusebius, 
which could have been some form of bowel cancer and 
gangrene.  He built Gamzigrad-Romuliana, Palace of 
Galerius, in his birthplace in Serbia, which was 
inscribed into the World Heritage List in June 2007. 
 
It was from his sick bed at Nicomedia (Serdica) on 
April 30, 311 Galerius issued an edict, which was 
confirmed by his fellow emperors, canceling the 
persecution of the Christians.  Religious leaders have 
scribed his horrendous illness to the wrath of god. 
Others believe that the illness combined with Galerius' 
guilty conscience might have led him to doubt if he 
wasn't suffering some form of divine retribution.  Still 
other theories point toward Licinius or Constantine for 
having been the true initiators of the edict, Galerius 
only having confirmed it.  Most likely Galerius in the 
end concluded that his policy of persecution had failed. 
Rather than suppress the Christian faith, their fate had 
won them sympathies throughout the empire.  
 
After only a few days following the signing of the 
decree to stop Christian persecution, Galerius 
succumbed to his gruesome illness (May AD 311).  

Archaeology Today 
25,000-Year-Old Cave Paintings Discovered in Spain 
Paintings depicting horses and human hands made by 
prehistoric humans around 25,000 years ago have been 
discovered in a cave in northern Spain. The red 
paintings, found by chance by archaeologists looking 
for signs of ancient settlements, were made around the 
same time as the Altamira Cave paintings, some of the 
world's best prehistoric paintings discovered in Spain in 
1879. 

     "It was a chance finding," archaeologist Diego 
Garate said. "Although they were difficult to spot 
because they are badly deteriorated, our experienced 
eye helped us to identify them." Experts will further 
explore the caves for evidence of prehistoric utensils or 
tools, officials said. 
Edited from Reuters (4 May 2011)

 Page  # 12                                                                                               The Old World Archaeologist  / July 2011 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamzigrad-Romuliana


Archaeology Today 
Song Dynasty Tomb Discovered  
It seems every day spectacular finds are made by 
archaeologists working across China. One of the most 
astonishing discoveries of the year is a well-preserved 
tomb uncovered in the city of Dengfeng in central 
China's Henan Province. Every inch of the tomb, which 
dates to the Song Dynasty (960-1279), is covered in 
brightly colored frescoes that depict the daily life of the 
tomb's occupant. (Neither the identity nor sex of the 
tomb's owner or owners has been reported, although the 
elaborate decoration suffests that he or she was well-off 
and of high status. The frescoes were clearly executed 
by an artist with extensive experience decorating the 
hexagonal-shaped tombs of the period. 
    The tomb's pictorial program, which includes scenes 
of serving women, a husband and wife seated at a table 
being served a meal, and a woman ushering the 
deceased's soul into the netherworld, is typical of Song 
Dynasty tombs, says Roberta Bickford of Brown 
University. Every detail of each person's clothing and 
hairstyle is carefully depicted to communicate their 
status, and the utensils and pottery replicate what would 
have been in common use at the time. According to 
Nancy Berliner, Curator of Chinese Art at the Peabody 
Essex Museum, the imitated architectural details, 
especially the dougong bracketing, are faithful to the 
period. Dougong, the structural element of interlocking 
wooden brackets is one of the most typical elements of 
traditional Chinese architecture, she says. 
After centuries of violent conflict and division in China, 
the Song Dynasty rulers unified most of the country. 
This ushered in a period of peace and prosperity that 
scholars consider one of the most culturally 
sophisticated in Chinese history. 
by Jarrett A. Lobell © 2011 by the Archaeological Institute of 
America Volume 64 Number 4, July/August  
 

  
The Origins of Wine? 
A team of scientists has discovered what is reputedly 
the earliest evidence of wine production in a cave in 
Armenia. The scientific team is lead by UCLA (Univ. 
of Calif., Los Angeles) in collaboration with Armenian 
and Irish archaeologists. 
     The discovery of an ancient grape seed was first 
made in 2007 and this inspired the recent excavations. 
A shallow basin (approximately 100 cm x 120 cm) 
made of pressed clay was found. It had a thick rim and 
was located adjacent to a large vat. The speculation was  

that the basin was used to crush grapes (grape seeds and 
pressed grape remains were found near the basin) and 
the resultant liquid poured into the vat. There was no 
evidence of any means of pressing the grapes so it is 
believed that they must have been crushed by being 
stomped on with feet, in much the same way as can still 
be seen all around the Mediterranean. 
     The absence of the remains of seeds of any other 
fruit or berry lends further evidence to the theory of 
wine making, coupled with the fact that, without the aid 
of refrigeration, the only way to preserve the resultant 
grape juice would have been to ferment it. Radiocarbon 
analysis of the seeds and other artifacts has placed the 
find at 4,100 BCE.  But this is not the only evidence 
which points towards wine making. The presence of 
tartaric acid, tree resins and malvidin also confirm the 
first assumptions. Whilst there are other uses for tree 
resin and tartaric acid (not related to wine making), 
malvidin has fewer options, the main one being that this 
plant pigment gives the rich red colour to wine and is 
notably responsible for its staining properties. 
     UCLA's Hans Barnard believes that the find is 
significant. "Deliberate fermentation of carbohydrates 
into alcohol has been suggested as a possible factor that 
prompted the domestication of wild plants and the 
development of ceramic technology." This particular 
cave (Areni - 1) is also notable as the site of the 
discovery of the oldest known leather sandal 
(approximately 3,500 BCE). 
Edited from UCLA Newsroom, National Georgraphic News 
(January 10, 2011), Deutsche Welle (January 11, 2011) 
 
Celtic Grave Examined by German 
Archaeologists 
German experts are carefully taking apart a complete 
grave of a Celtic woman in the hope of finding out more 
about her way of life, 2,600 years ago, in their Danube 
heartland. She rested in peace until a few months ago 
when her grave was dug up in its entirety - all 80 tonnes 
of it - and transported on the back of a truck to 
Ludwigsburg near Stuttgart. In the grave, too, was a 
child, presumed to be hers. 
     The archaeologists decided that removal of the 
whole grave would allow them to use the most modern 
resources of analysis, from computers to X-rays. What 
emerged was the lady, the child and their ornaments. 
Because of the amount of gold and amber jewellery, 
they are assumed to be important, a princess and the 
young prince or princess. It indicates that the early Celts 
had an aristocratic hierarchy, which has been a matter 
of dispute among archaeologists.  "It is the oldest 
princely female grave yet from the Celtic world," said 
Dr Dirk Krausse, who is in charge of the dig. "It is the 
only example of an early Celtic princely grave with a 
wooden chamber," he added.
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Archaeology Today 
Celtic Grave (continued from prevs. pg) 
  The grave was preserved by the water-sodden soil of the 
region so that the oak of the floor was intact, and that 
puts an exact date on it. The oak trees were felled 2,620 
years ago, so, assuming they were felled for the grave, 
our lady died in 609BC. The grave had also not been rob-
bed down those 26 centuries, unlike many others. This 
means that the jewellery is still there, particularly beauty-
ful brooches of ornate Celtic design in gold and in amber. 
   Dr Krausse says the real Celtic heartland was actually 
in the region in the upper reaches of the Danube, from 
where the Celts could trade. "Celtic art and Celtic culture 
have their origins in south-western Germany, eastern 
France and Switzerland and spread from there to other 
parts of Europe," said Dr Krausse.  They were then 
squeezed by the tribes from the north and the Romans 
from the south, and today they remain only on the 
western edges of the continent.  The lady in the grave 
reveals the Celts to have been a rather stylish people with 
a love of ornament, examples of which are coming out of 
the mud of the grave. Nicole Ebenger-Rest has been 
doing much of the painstaking excavation and what 
excited her were specks of cloth or food or other organic 
matter, which might reveal a way of life. 
Edited from BBC News (2 May 2011) 
 
Heidelberg Man Links Humans & Neanderthals 
The last common ancestor of humans and Neanderthals 
was a well-traveled species called Heidelberg Man, 
according to a new study.  The evolutionary split between 
Neanderthals and modern humans may have occurred 
around 400,000 years ago. The determination is based on 
the remains of a single Heidelberg Man (Homo 
heidelbergensis) known as 'Ceprano,' named after the 
town near Rome, Italy, where his fossil - a partial 
cranium - was found. Previously, this 400,000-year-old 
fossil was thought to represent a new species of human, 
Homo cepranensis. The latest study, however, identifies 
Ceprano as being an archaic member of Homo 
heidelbergensis. 
     The finding may shed light on what the species that 
gave rise to both Neanderthals and Homo sapiens looked 
like. Anthropologists believe Heidelberg Man was tall 
and had a strong jaw holding small teeth.  Researchers 
believe that Homo heidelbergensis was widespread, 
dispersing throughout Eurasia and Africa beginning 
around 780,000 years ago. Good weather may have 
permitted Heidelberg Man's worldly lifestyle, favouring 
expansion and contacts between populations. 
   While many eyes are on Heidelberg Man as being the 
likely common ancestor to Neanderthals and our species, 
the jury is still out as to where that pivotal evolution took  
place.               Edited from Discovery News (May 4, 2011) 
 

Earliest European Writing Discovered in Greece 
What is thought to be the earliest European example of 
clay tablet writing has been found in Greece. The tablet 
fragment, measuring 2 inches by 3 inches, is believed to 
date from 1,500 BCE and was excavated from an olive 
grove in the village of Iklaina in southwest Greece, but 
the area would have been Mycenaean at the time the 
tablet was written.  
     The tablets were usually just dried in the sun rather 
than being baked and so remained very brittle. It is 
thought that this fragment had been preserved because it 
had been discarded and burnt in a fire, thus hardening. 
The symbols used are from a writing system known as 
'Linear B' which was a very ancient form of Greek, being 
replaced by the ancient Greek alphabet some 400 - 600 
years later. The Mycenaeans used Linear B to record 
items of economic interest. The tablet bears out this 
theory as the front face refers to manufacturing and the 
reverse possibly lists properties. 
     The tablet was found by Michael Cosmopoulos, 
professor of Greek studies and Anthropology at the 
University of Missouri-St Louis, who had been 
excavating at the site for 11 years. The excitement 
surrounding the find is based on the fact that, if the initial 
dating is confirmed, it pushes back European writing by 
over a hundred years. The other interesting fact is that, at 
the time of the writing, the settlement where it was found 
was a satellite of the city of Pylos, the seat of King 
Nestor, who features in the 'Iliad'. Michael Cosmopoulos 
said, "This is a rare case where archaeology meets ancient 
texts and Greek myths". 
Edited from National Geographic News (30 March 2011), 
PhysOrg.com (4 April 2011) STLToday.com (6 April 2011) 
 
Bear DNA Clue to Age of Chauvet Cave Art 
Exploring a gorge in south-east France in 1994 for 
prehistoric artefacts, Jean-Marie Chauvet, squeezing 
through a narrow passage, found himself in a hidden 
cavern, the walls of which were covered with paintings of 
animals - beautiful images, which feature in Werner 
Herzog's recent documentary film, 'Cave of Forgotten 
Dreams'. 
    Radiocarbon dating suggested the images were 
between 30,000 and 32,000 years old, making them 
almost twice the age of the famous Lascaux cave art in 
south-west France. Despite a comprehensive radiocarbon 
study published in 2001 that seemed to confirm that the 
paintings were indeed 30,000 years old, Paul Pettitt of the 
University of Sheffield, UK, and his colleagues were 
unconvinced. 
  To try to settle the controversy, Jean-Marc Elalouf of 
the Institute of Biology and Technology in Saclay, 
France, and his team have turned to the remains of cave  

(cont’d next pg)
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Bear DNA Clue to Age of Chauvet Cave Art 
bears.  His team collected 38 samples of cave bear 
remains in the Chauvet cave. Radiocarbon dating 
showed the samples were all between 37,000 and 
29,000 years old, hinting that by the end of that period 
they were extinct, at least locally. Samples from a 
nearby cave gave similar results. 
    "It is clear that the paintings are very ancient", says 
Elalouf. Pettitt remains unconvinced. 
Edited from NewScientist (19 April 2011) 
 
Early Humans Assembled Weapons in China 
700,000 Years Ago 
At a time when China's climate was chillier than it is 
today, a group of Homo erectus with heavy brow ridges, 
large robust teeth and a brain size approaching our own 
lived in a cave system in Zhoukoudian China. Last year 
a team of scientists used aluminum/beryllium dating to 
show that this Peking Man was about 700,000 years old. 
   "There is evidence that Homo erectus had physically 
adapted to the cold, but they probably also had to be 
doing something in terms of behaviour to handle the 
glacial period in northern China," said Professor Susan 
Antón, of New York University. A team of scientists 
led by Dr. Chen Shen, of the Royal Ontario Museum in 
Toronto Canada, have been re-examining the tools that 
Peking Man used. "The new study suggests that Peking 
Man lithic technology was not simple as previously 
thought," writes Dr. Shen in the abstract of a paper 
presented at a recent Society for American Archaeology 
conference. "The micro-wear evidence indicates many 
typed tools were made for specific tasks related to 
processing animal substances." 
     Peking Man knew how to butcher animals, he also 
knew the best way to hunt them, with the business end 
of a stone pointed spear. "Importantly, most pointed 
tools were probably hafted, and this provides arguably 
the earliest evidence for composition tools in the 
Chinese Middle Pleistocene," writes Shen. How exactly 
did they haft these weapons? Did Peking Man use sinew 
or some sort of sticky liquid? 
     In an email Dr. Shen said that he is in China now, 
continuing his research. He and his team are in the 
process of publishing their findings and cannot give 
media interviews until that is complete. Until then we 
are left with enticing possibilities - perhaps Homo 
erectus adapted to a cold climate in much the same way 
Homo sapiens did - by crafting spears to hunt animals 
and tools capable of efficiently butchering them. 
Edited from Unreported Heritage News   (27 April 2011) 
 
Neolithic Artifacts Unearthed in Northern India 
A team of archaeologists is excavating a Neolithic site  
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in a small village in Ballia district of Uttar Pradesh  
(northern India). "During excavation work being carried 
out in Puccakot village, rare remains of Neolithic age 
up to Gupta period (320-550 CE) have been recovered," 
professor RS Dubey, heading the excavation work 
being carried out by archaeological department of the 
Banaras Hindu University, said. 
    Professor Dubey said the artifacts recovered during 
the excavation which began in February could be as 
much as 4,000-years-old and point towards highly 
developed culture in the area. The remains recovered 
indicate that the area was developed from commercial 
and trade points of view, he said, adding that they 
present a chain of civilisations during different periods. 
"This is not a common phenomenon and it seems that 
once people with an advanced lifestyle used to inhabit 
this area," Prof Dubey said. 
    The excavated artifacts include earthen utensils, 
weapons made from bones, terracotta toys, figures of 
parrots and coins of different periods ranging from King 
Ashoka's reing (304-232 BCE) to the Gupta period. 
Nearly two dozen sealings from Ahoska's period to the 
Gupta period have also been recovered from the 
excavation site. "A fort made of bricks has been found 
at the excavation site," professor Dubey said.  Scientific 
analysis of other remains will be carried out, Dubey 
said, adding that scientific analysis, which include 
carbon dating and expert study of flora and fauna, 
would help in getting more details of the site. "The 
excavation, which started on February 28, is likely to be 
wrapped up by mid May, but after examination of the 
remains, if required, it may be resumed," professor 
Dubey concluded. 
Edited from Daily News & Analysis (24 April 2011) 
 
Did Asphalt Poison Ancient Americans 
On the beaches of southern California you can 
sometimes find clumps of a sticky black substance with 
a texture halfway between molasses and rubber. These 
tarballs are made of an oily substance called bitumen, 
commonly used today in asphalt for roadway surfaces. 
Prehistoric people around the world used bitumen, 
which seeps from the ground naturally in places, to 
caulk the seams of ocean-going craft and for 
waterproofing woven baskets to make drinking vessels 
as well as for making casts for broken bones and 
poultices for sore joints. Some of California's 
prehistoric Chumash peoples even chewed bitumen like 
gum.  
      We now know that bitumen can be a source of 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), pollutants 
that have been linked to a number of health problems. 
   To find out whether California's tar balls had the  
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Did Asphalt Poison Ancient Americans  (cont’d) 
potential to damage the Chumash's health, Sebastian 
Warmlander of Stockholm University in Sweden and  
colleagues analyzed samples taken from Californian 
beaches and from the La Brea tar pits in Los Angeles. 
They found these tars contained 44 PAHs including many 
known carcinogens.  Warmlander's team then turned to the 
Chumash's bones to see whether the tar balls had had an 
effect on their health, and studies have suggested that 
mothers who are exposed to PAHs during pregnancy give 
birth to smaller than average babies, who become shorter 
than average adults.   Warmlander and his colleagues 
measured 269 adult skulls from burials made between 
6500BCE and 1780CE on Santa Cruz and Santa Rosa 
islands off California's coast. They found that over the 
generations the skulls of men decreased from 3370 to 3180 
cubic centimetres. The women's skulls decreased from 
3180 to 2980 cm3. Previous studies have shown femur 
length declined over this period as well.  The decreasing 
stature of the Chumash suggests declining health, says 
Warmlander's team. Their work provides the first results 
that bitumen might have been a contributor to these 
declines. "It's pretty clear that health was compromised 
over time on the Californian Channel Islands," says co-
author Sabrina Sholts of the University of California, 
Berkeley. 
      Patricia Lambert of Utah State University in Logan, 
who has studied the health of the Chumash, confirms that 
their stature declined over time. However, she says that the 
idea that bitumen poisoned the Chumash lacks direct 
evidence. Sholts says the team accepts their idea is still a 
hypothesis and that it requires more evidence. That evidence 
may be found by analyzing the bones for PAHs, says Carl 
Wendt at California State University-Fullerton, who was not 
involved in the study. "If PAHs became incorporated into 
actual bone collagen, we should be able to extract that." 
Edited from New Scientist (1 June 2011) 
 
 

Are these ruins of biblical City of David? 
Elah Valley, Israel -- Archaeologists in Israel have found 
remains which may be the biblical City of King David, the 
first evidence that the ancient Jewish empire actually existed.  
The bible refers to a powerful 10th century B.C. Kingdom of 
David, Israel's second king, stretching from Egypt to the 
Euphrates, but little evidence of its existence has ever been 
found. 
   An archaeological discovery at Khirbet Qeiyafa, in Elah 
Valley, 30 km from Jerusalem, appears to show signs of a 
Jewish settlement.  Prof. Yosef Garfinkel, of the Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem, said that evidence found at the site 
included a single pottery fragment with an inscription 
believed to be an early form of Hebrew and olive pits dated 
as 3,000 years old.  He said: "The buildings and the city wall 
are abutting each other. This is a typical Judan urban concept. 
We do have animal bones. Thousands of animal bones were 
on site. We have sheep, cattle and goats. But we have no pigs 
at all. In Canaanite and Philistine cities you will find up to 
20% pig bones." 
   Only 10% of the site has been excavated so far, so more 
significant finds are still likely.  The Kingdom of David was 
described in the bible as the first Jewish state and features in 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, but for decades has been 
dismissed by archaeologists as just a story.  In a region where 
history, belief and ideology play such an important role, the 
discovery is controversial. Other archaeologists dispute the 
significance of the find. 
   Prof. Israel Finkelstein of Tel Aviv University pointed out 
that the remains are not evidence of a powerful biblical state, 
"We are not talking about some great empire ruled from a 
wonderful capital, the way we look at Assyria in the 9th 
century BC, or even the northern Kingdom of Israel in the 9th 
century BC. We are here in a formative phase of the rise of 
Judah.  Khirbet Qeiyafa does not make Judah a great empire 
with great armies." 
   Garfinkel argued that even if it was not the great empire of 
the bible, its existence is significant. "What people try to do is 
say that the Kingdom of Judah didn't exist. What I am saying 
is that it existed. It's a small one, not so glorified as the Bible 
presented. But it doesn't mean there was nothing." 
Matthew Chance, CNN  July 14, 2011  

 

Hot Off the Press!  (too late for 
inclusion elsewhere) 
Page 10 of this issue shows a sheetlet 
from Saudi Arabia of jewelry,  it was 
issued Dec 29, 2010 and has been given 
Scott #1409 per Linns July 18th issue. 
Turkey issued stamps depicting items 
from the early Bronze Age March 31, 
2010 set of 4 stamps, Scott # 3210-3213 
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