
  
 
Daibutsu’s Deer  -  Temples of Nara, Japan 
By Gerald J. Gallagher               (cont’d from pg 3) 
 
Forty-nine feet in height and weighing 550 tons, the seated bronze figure was dedicated in 752.  The Treasury 
includes such works as Gakko Bosatsu (Fig#12, Scott 945).  The grounds are a treat for all visitors as Sika Deer 
(Fig.#13 postcard) roam freely and gently approach in hope of being fed bags of meal sold by the monks.  These 
small deer are regarded as messengers of the Shinto gods, exemplifying the blending of two faiths’ traditions in one 
temple. 

      
Fig. #12; Scott #945,       Fig.#13;  Sika Deer at Todai-ji Temple, Hokkedo Hall  Fig. #14;  Shin Yakushi-ji Temple, 
Issued Feb 1, 1968         Bell Tower 
 
Other sites of Nara include the Shin-Yakushi-ji, a temple dating to 747 (Fig.#14 postcard), which was built to offer 
Empress Komyo’s prayers to the Buddha for the Emperor’s recovery from ophthalmic problems, the complex has 
not suffered the repeated fires common at other locales.  It’s collection includes the painting, Kochijo Ten (Fig.#15, 
Scott 946).  The nearby Kofukuji Temple holds a cargins of Ashura (Fig.#16; Scott 944), an object of veneration 
showing a multiarmed associate of the Buddha in a traditional Indian form. 
 

     
Fig.#15; Scott #946            Fig.#16;  Scott #944,         Fig. #17; Scott #903,  
Issued Feb 1, 1968 Issued Feb 1, 1968 Issued Dec 10, 1966 
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Folk art from the region is popular, 
items such as the Ittobori Sheep 
Carving depicted on the New Year 
Stamp (Fig. #17; Scott 903).  The 
postal service included Nara in its 
Travel Scenes series of minisheets 
with vignettes of Todai-ji, the deer 
and spring cherry blossoms, which is 
shown at the beginning of this article.   
 
 

(cont’d on pg. #5) 
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Daibutsu’s Deer  -  Temples of Nara, Japan 
By Gerald J. Gallagher               (cont’d from pg 4) 

     
Above are two souvenir sheets issued by Japan as part of their Travel Series for Nara.  The sheet at left was issued 
in 2002, the one at right was issued 2008; they are not yet included in Scotts 2010 catalogue. 
 
Eds. Note:  There are around 48 Buddhist monuments in the Horyu-ji area, in Nara Prefecture. They are some of 
the oldest surviving wooden buildings in the world. These masterpieces of wooden architecture are important not 
only for the history of art, but also for the history of religion, since their construction coincided with the 
introduction of Buddhism to Japan from China by way of the Korean peninsula.  Throughout the 187,000-square-
meter grounds are irreplaceable cultural treasures, spanning the entire journey through Japanese history since the 
7th century. Horyuji contains over 2,300 important cultural and historical structures and articles, including nearly 
190 that have been designated as National Treasures or Important Cultural Properties.  
 
 

Merle’s Musings. 
My project to update the Mosaics checklist for ATA came to a thundering halt last year, when a "friend" 
who was going to loan me his Scott catalogs failed repeatedly to come thru for me.  Moving ahead with 
plans B and C, I was able to obtain a set of Scotts for 2008, and then 2010, and am now back on track. 
Please take a look at your checklists, and send them to Karen Cartier at ATA.  Even if they are only 
preliminary, they may be of assistance to other collectors, and they may be able to share their updates 
with you.  Enjoy your summer.  This is the weather we craved while shoveling the driveway last winter. 
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Persepolis; Ancient Capital of Persian -Achaemenid- Empire.   
By Caroline Scannell 
 

 
Iran 1948. Semi-postal. Palace of Darius the Great 
 

 
The most striking thing about the ruins of Persepolis in 
southern Iran, an ancient capital of the Persian Empire burned 
by Alexander the Great, is the absence of violent imagery on 
what is left of its stone walls.  Among the carvings there are 
soldiers but they are not fighting, there are weapons but they 
are not drawn.  To join the Persian Empire you submitted a 
package of soil from your nation along with a vial of water.  
Thus submitting your land and water to the Persian King, 
who styled himself as King of Kings. 
 
Along the walls you see a gathering of people of different 
nations, gathering in peace, bearing gifts, with their hands 

amiably on one another’s shoulders.  In an era of barbarity, Persepolis was a relatively cosmopolitan place.  The 
history of the Persian Empire spans more than 2,500 years, but in this article it is quite enough to cover only the 
city of Persepolis and it’s ruins. 
 
The city was founded by Darius I in 518 BC, took more than a century to 
complete and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, inscribed in 1979.  It 
was built on an immense half-artificial, half-natural terrace, where the 
King of Kings created an impressive palace complex inspired by 
Mesopotamian models. The historical importance and quality of the 
monumental ruins make it a unique archaeological site. 
 
Persepolis was the seat of government for the Achaemenian kings and a 
center for receptions and ceremonial festivities.  The wealth of the Persian 
Empire was evident in all aspects of its construction.  The splendor of  

 
Iran Scott #2908a 14 March 2005 
Ruins of Persepolis 
 

Persepolis was short-lived; the palaces were looted and burned by Alexander the Great in 331-330 BC who, 
according to Plutarch, carried away its treasures on 20,000 mules and 5,000 camels.  
 

      
Persepolis H&G 23a 1904     Persepolis H&G 21 1903 

 
From the time of its barbaric destruction until AD 1620, when the site was first identified, Persepolis lay buried 
under its own ruins.  During the following centuries many people traveled to and described Persepolis and the ruins 
of its palaces.  But scholarly and scientifically planned work was not undertaken until 1931.  At that time Ernst 
Herzfeld, Professor of Oriental Archaeology in Berlin, was commissioned by James H. Breasted, Director of the 
Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago, to undertake a thorough exploration, excavation and, if possible, 
restoration of the remains.  Prof. Erich Schmidt made an aerial survey in 1935 when he was field director. 

(cont’d on pg. 7) 
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Persepolis; Ancient Capital of Persian -Achaemenid- Empire.   
By Caroline Scannell        (cont’d from pg. 6) 
 

     
Iran, Lion & Bull  Persian Soldier            King Darius on throne 
Scott #B1 Jan 30, 1948     Scott #B2 Jan 30, 1948  Scott #B5  Jan 30, 1948 

During the last years of excavating, the 
University Museum in Philadelphia and 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston had 
joined the Oriental Institute in order to 
cope with the tremendous work at hand.  
Large scale excavations of the Persepolis 
complex and its environs until the end of 
1939, when the onset of the war in Europe 
put an end to his archaeological work in 
Iran. 

 
According to Diodorus Siculus (c.90-21BC):  “As for Persepolis, the capital of the Persian Empire, Alexander 
described it to the Macedonians as their worst enemy among the cities of Asia, and he gave it over to the soldiers to 
plunder, with the exception of the royal palace.  It was the wealthiest city under the sun and the private houses had 
been filled for a long time with riches of every kind. The Macedonians rushed into it, killing all the men and 
plundering the houses, which were numerous and full of furniture and precious objects of every kind. Here much 
silver was carried off and no little gold, and many expensive dresses, embroidered with purple or with gold, fell as 
prizes to the victors.” 
 

 
Iran 1935. Ruins of Persepolis,  
with King Darius in the right selvedge 

 
Palace Complex: Structures, Reliefs, and Inscriptions 
The architecture of the palace complex, and its buildings and 
embellishing reliefs are unusual in that the bas-reliefs depicted the 
diversity of the population bringing tribute to their king.  What is so 
unusual about that?  They were not in chains but shown as willingly 
paying homage.  These date entirely from the Achaemenid period (518-
331/30 BC) except for a few remnants of post-Achaemenid structures.  

 

    
Iran 1915..              Iran 1970 
Ruins at Persepolis     Flying goat 

 
An inscription carved on the southern face of the Terrace proves 
that Darius the Great was the founder of Persepolis. Work was 
started about 518 BC, although Artaxerxes I did not complete the 
tremendous task until about 100 years later. Before any of the 
buildings could be erected, considerable work had to be done. This 
mainly involved cutting into an irregular and rocky mountainside in 
order to shape and raise the large platform and to fill the gaps and 
depressions with rubble.  

    
 

Stamps pictured at left: 
Persian Warriors, 
Scott#1860, May 5, 1975. 
Bas Relief Charioteer;  
Scott #1861, May 5, 1975   
Bull’s Head Persepolis 
Scott #1592, 1971 
Sculpture from Persepolis  
Iran 1964. 

(cont’d on pg 8)
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Persepolis; Ancient Capital of Persian -Achaemenid- Empire.   
By Caroline Scannell        (cont’d from pg. 7) 
 
According to tablets inscribed in Old Persian and Elamite found at Persepolis, 
Darius planned this impressive complex of palaces not only as the seat of 
government but also, and primarily, as a show place and a spectacular center 
for the receptions and festivals of the Achaemenian kings and their empire.  
Darius lived long enough to see only a small part of his plans executed. 
 
His brilliant and grandiose ideas were taken up and followed by his son and 
successor Xerxes, who, according to an excavated foundation inscription, 
said:   

 
    Iran 1970, Bas-Relief from ruins 

"When my father Darius went (away from) the throne, I by the grace of Ahura Mazda became king on my father's 
throne. After I became king . . . what had been done by my father, that I also (did), and other works I added." The 
Persepolis we know is mostly the work of Xerxes. 
 

   
H&G 23A(?) Persepolis 1903            Hunting scene H&G 27a 1911 Possibly Babylon? 

 

 
Persepolis H&G21 1903 

To keep the empire together, Darius I began a system 
of courier routes.  The first international postal 
system was designed by the Persians in the reign of 
Darius I, so that he could keep track of his vast 
empire. A postal system which is today the aspiration 
of the postal system of the United States of America, 
who have adopted a version of Herodotus's 
commentary on the ancient Persian postal service, as 
their motto. Herodotus says:  'Nothing mortal travels 
so fast as these messengers do. These men will not be 
hindered from accomp-lishing at their best speed the 
distance that they have to go, either by snow, or rain, 
or by the darkness of the night.' 

 

 
Achaemenian Mail Cart; 
Iran Scott #1816, Issued Oct 9 1974   
 

The roads were made safe by having post-stations at intervals, manned by 
troops. At a distance of a day's journey caravansaries (rest houses) were 
built for travelers to rest. All this promoted trade, commerce and improved 
the living standards of the people.  The postal stations were kept ready by a 
system of relay and the message was delivered in the shortest possible time. 
In case of Royal messages, where secrecy was essential, a system of security 
post was used, where the messenger memorized the message and traveled 
the distance with minimum of rest, at times only dismounting to change 
horses at the stations. If necessary he would sleep and eat on horse back 
without stopping or slowing down.  

(cont’d on pg. 9)
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Persepolis; Ancient Capital of Persian -Achaemenid- Empire.   
By Caroline Scannell        (cont’d from pg. 8) 
 
Persepolis was one of three capitals of the Persian Empire.  Others were located at Susa and Babylon.  However, 
Persepolis was the royal seat and ceremonial center of the Achaemenid Empire.   

   
H&G 28a front           H&G 28a 1904 

 
In addition to government archives recorded on clay tablets, a trilingual inscription in Old Persian, Akkadian and 
Elamite found at the site greatly aided translations and decipherment of the cuneiform script during the early 19th 
century. 
 
Alexander described the Persian Empire to the Macedonians as their worst enemy among the cities of Asia, and he 
gave it over to the soldiers to plunder, with the exception of the royal palace.  It was the wealthiest city in the world 
and the private houses had been filled for a long time with riches of every kind. The Macedonians rushed into it, 
killing all the men and plundering the houses, which were numerous and full of precious objects of every kind. 
Here much silver and gold was carried off, and many expensive dresses, embroidered with purple or with gold, fell 
as prizes to the victors.  
 
 

New Digs             
 

 

<Armenia, Early Churches, 
UNESCO World Heritage Site  
The churches at Echmiatsin and the 
archaeological site of Zvartnots 
vividly depict both the spirituality 
and the innovatory artistic 
achievement of the Armenian Church 
from its foundation.  Date of 
Inscription: 2000 
 
Issued 2010.

 

    (cont’d on next pg.) 
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New Digs
 

 
Indonesia,  Intangible Cultural Heritage, Issued 
March 29, 2010 
 

In 2010,UNESCO has handed over the sertificate of Batik, 
Wayang and Keris as intangible of Cultural Herritage of 
the world to Indonesian government. As the country that 
its heritage included into world intangible culture, 
Indonesia is bounded by the obligation to conserve the 
culture and it is our duty to participate in conserving the 
cultural heritage by learning them. 
   Wayang (puppetshow) is an Indonesian traditional art 
that developed particularly in Java and Bali islands. The 
powerful influence of Hindu and that time influenced 
many wayang stories that absorbed from Indian Hinduism 
tradition. There is a version of Wayang played by man 
wearing costumes known as Wayang orang, the other 
version is a number of puppets played by a puppeteer. 
There are two kinds of Wayang played by puppeteer, i.e. 
leather puppet and marionette. The story narrated in 
puppet show ussually from Mahabarata and Ramayana. 
Wayang in Indonesia has been known since about 11th 
centuries.  
   The book of Kakawin Arjuna Wiwaha by Mpu kanwa 
(1030) which lived at Dharmawangsa Airlangga 
administration (year 1009-1042) in Kadiri Kingdom, gave 
the explanations, that at that periode, the leather puppet 
show had been known for ritual necessity. At 15th 
centuries, Islam started to develop, puppet show was used 
as a media to spread Islam by presenting story of Panji 
and story of Menak (Islamic stories).  

 
Joint issue of Kazakhstan, Korea, Mongolia. Women's earrings.  Kazak Scott #595a-c 

Kazak stamp with earrings previously shown, this is joint issue between 3 countries, Sept 2009 
 
 

 
Spain, Ubeda and Baeza, UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

 
Recent archeological findings indicate a pre-
Roman settlement at Úbeda & Baeza.  
Romans and later Visogoths occupied the site 
as a settlement. This area became an 
important city in the Muslim conquest of the 
Iberia. It was refounded by Abd ar-Rahman 
II (822-852), who called it Medinat-
Ubbadat-Al-Arab. 

 
 
Page  # 10                                                                                                 The Old World Archaeologist  / July  2010 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abd_ar-Rahman_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abd_ar-Rahman_II


  

New Digs 

 
Japan, Local Govt.  Nara Sheet, 2010 
Scott will assign this a “Z” # 
 

 
Moldova, Ancient Jewelry, Issued 2010 
 

  
 

 
According to Keimar Stamps site; Monaco and France have 
stamps honoring the Institute of Human Paleontology, Issue 
date June 1, 2010.  You can obtain them shortly from;  Mary 
Rathbone, Keimar Stamps, P. O. Box 2677, Garden Grove, 
CA. 92842 USA;  Phone:  714-5394862;  Website:  
http://www.keimarstamps.com 
Ask if they have FDCs available for this issue, they usually 
carry a few.   

 

 
Armenia, Tigran the Great, definitives, 2010 
 

Tigranes (b. c. 140--d. c. 55 BC), king of Armenia from 95 to 
55 BC, under whom the country became for a short time the 
strongest state in the Roman East. He was given as a hostage to 
the Parthian king Mithradates II, but later purchased his 
freedom by ceding 70 valleys bordering on Media, in 
northwestern Iran. He also entered into alliance with 
Mithradates VI Eupator of Pontus, whose daughter Cleopatra 
he married.  
    Tigranes then began war with the Parthians, whose

whose empire was temporarily weakened after the death of Mithradates II by internal dissensions and invasions of 
the Scythians.    In 83 the Syrians offered him their crown.  Tigranes took the title "king of kings" and built a new 
royal city, Tigranocerta, on the borders of Armenia and Mesopotamia (the actual site is disputed), where he 
accumulated all his wealth and to which he transplanted the inhabitants of 12 Greek towns of Cappadocia, Cilicia, 
and Syria.  In 72 the Romans forced Mithradates of Pontus to flee to Armenia, and in 69, Roman armies under 
Lucullus invaded Armenia. Tigranes was defeated at Tigranocerta on Oct. 6, 69, and again near the former capital  

(cont’d on next page) 
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New Digs   
Tigran the Great               (cont’d from page 11) 
of Artaxata in September 68. The recall of Lucullus gave some respite to Mithradates and Tigranes.  When Pompey 
advanced into Armenia, Tigranes surrendered (66 BC). Pompey received him graciously and gave him back his 
kingdom in exchange for Syria and other southern conquests. Tigranes ruled about 10 years longer over Armenia, 
as a Roman client-king, though he lost all his conquests. He was succeeded by his son Artavasdes II. 
©www.Armenians.com 
 
New Digs Updates 
 

   

   
OWA-Oct 2009 Sri Lanka, Polonnaruwa Era artifacts, 
Scott # 1705-10, Issued June 23, 2009 
 

  OWA-Jan 2010 Austria Scott #2220 
& Slovakia Sc#579 joint issue, Issued Sept 11, 2009  
 

Archaeology Today 

         
OWA-January 2010 South Africa Artifacts from 
Mapungubwe, Scott #1396a-e, Issued Sept 23, 2009 
 

 OWA-April 2010 Slovenia Bronze 
Age Dagger, Scot #813, Issued November 27, 2009 
 
 

Roman Gladiator Cemetery Found in England 
Heads hacked off, a bite from a lion, tiger or bear, 
massive muscles on massive men -- all clues that an 
ancient cemetery uncovered in northern England is the 
final resting place of gladiators.  The archeological dig 
has found "what may be the world's only well-preserved 
Roman gladiator cemetery," the York Archaeological 
Trust said. Scientists found 80 skeletons in the "unique" 
cemetery under the city of York, northern England. 
     They first thought the graveyard might contain the 
remains of criminals or political purges.  But that 
doesn't explain the teeth marks. 
     "One of the most significant items of evidence is a 
large carnivore bite mark - probably inflicted by a lion, 
tiger or bear -- an injury which must have been sustain-
ed in an arena context," said Kurt Hunter-Mann, the 
lead archeologist on the dig.  "Nothing like them has 
ever been identified before on a Roman skeleton," said 
Michael Wysocki, who examined the remains in the 
forensic anthropology laboratory at the University of 
Central Lancashire.  He said the bite marks suggest the 
remains were of someone who fought as a gladiator.  
     One arm was bigger than the other in many remains, 
the scientists found -- a suggestion that the men were 
gladiators who trained from a young age with a weapon 
in one hand.  Other clues include healed and unhealed 
weapon injuries, possible hammer blows to the head, 
and burial with "grave goods" such joints of meat or  
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Pottery, a sign of respect.  It's not certain that the men 
were gladiators, the research is continuing and we must, 
therefore, keep an open mind.  But almost all the 
individuals are male, very robust and mostly above 
average height, features which would also be consistent 
with a gladiator interpretation. Many also have muscle 
attachment marks on their arm bones suggesting severe 
muscle stress," he said. 
     They also appear to come from all over the Roman 
Empire, which straddled the Mediterranean for hun-
dreds of years, starting more than 2,000 years ago.  
"These are internationally important discoveries. We 
don't have any other potential gladiator cemeteries with 
this level of preservation anywhere else in the world," 
Wysocki said.  The skeletons are between 1,600 and 
1,900 years old.  The most impressive grave was that of 
a tall man aged between 18-23, buried, probably in a 
coffin, in a large oval grave about 1,700 years ago.  He 
had been decapitated by several sword blows to the 
neck.  Buried with him were what appear to have been 
the remains of substantial joints of meat from at least 
four horses, that left behind 424 horse bones, possibly 
consumed at the funeral, plus some cow and pig 
remains.  Other graves also had joints of horse, sheep or 
chicken, possibly remains of funeral feasts, the archeo-
logists speculated.  The site was first discovered when 
archeologists probed an area scheduled for a housing 
development in 2003.    
CNN Wire Staff; June 7, 2010  
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  Archaeology Today 

Jordan Valley - Cradle of Civilizations? 
Archaeological finds in the northern Jordan Valley are 
forcing experts to rethink the patterns of the earliest 
civilizations. In Tabqat Fahel, 90 kilometers north of 
Amman, recent finds indicate that the ancient site of Pella 
may have been a part of the cradle of civilizations. 
    Over the past five seasons, University of Sydney teams 
have been focusing on the early Bronze Age period, 
3600BCE-2800BCE, a time when humans went from 
smaller villages to larger towns and large-scale urban 
communities. When Australian and Jordanian teams 
began exploring early urbanization in the Jordan Valley, 
many expected it to occur later and be influenced by the 
burgeoning civilizations to the east and west. Findings of 
a city wall and other structures, dating back to 3400BCE 
and as early as 3600BCE, show that Pella was a 
formidable city-state at the same time Sumerian Iraq was 
taking shape. "We found stuff as early if not earlier than 
Mesopotamia and much earlier than ancient Egypt," 
Stephen Bourke, University of Sydney professor and 
Pella project leader, said. 
    With the unearthing of a fortified hilltop and large city 
walls on nearby Tal Husn, experts believe that the site of 
Pella was a formidable city around 3200-3400 BCE, 500 
years earlier than previously expected for the area.  These 
are not just the signs of a small city, this is a massive 
mega-city.  Findings at Pella originating from Anatolia 
and Cyprus also indicate significant economic, social and 
political development at a time as early as Mesopotamia 
and predating the reign of Egyptian pharaohs. 
    The discovery of Cypriot copper led experts to believe 
that ancient Cyprus began exporting copper in 2500BCE, 
300 years earlier than previously thought. However, 300 
years later, in 2800BCE, Bronze Age Pella civilization 
abruptly stopped. "Pharaonic Egypt and Mesopotamia 
further developed into massive empires - and why didn't 
the Jordan Valley follow suit?" Bourke remarked, adding 
that future surveys, starting in 2011, will attempt to 
answer that question. Bourke theorized that a devastating 
earthquake combined with climate change may have 
contributed to slowing down development in the Jordan 
Valley. 
    Also as part of future excavations in Pella, Australian 
and Jordanian teams will attempt to locate an elusive 
Bronze Age palace, a structure expected to be similar to 
the palaces built west of the River Jordan during the 
period. Some even hold out hope that the palace may 
yield one of the initial dreams of the Pella project when it 
was established some 30 years ago: A library of ancient 
clay tablets. Initial findings indicate that the palace 
probably dates back to around 1400BCE, which would be 
the right time period for the text and libraries in the area. 
Source: The Jordan Times, May 28, 2010 
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Cave of Beasts Holds Clues to Dawn of Egypt 
The 'Cave of the Beasts', filled with prehistoric rock 
drawings of headless beasts and dancing figures, was 
discovered in 2002 by amateur archaeologists and is now 
being further studied by a German-led team of 
archaeologists. Situated in the Eastern Sahara, the cave is 
10km (6 miles) from the 'Cave of Swimmers', as seen in 
the Film the English Patient, but has many more and 
better-preserved images. Spanning 18 meters wide and 6 
meters high of visible artwork, a recent test dig has 
indicated more drawings 80cm below the ground. 
Rudolph Kuper, an expert from Germany's Heinrich 
Barth Institute, said the depictions are at least 8,000 years 
old and may have been the work of hunter-gatherers 
whose descendents were among early settlers of the Nile 
Valley.  The cave is 900 km (560 miles) southwest of 
Cairo. "It seems that the paintings of the Cave of the 
Beasts pre-date the introduction of domesticated animals. 
That means they predate 6000 BCE," said Kuper. 
    With rainfall averaging less than 2mm a year, the 
Eastern Sahara is the world's largest warm and dry desert. 
However, in 8,500BCE, seasonal rainfall created a 
savannah and attracted hunter-gatherers. Rainfall in the 
area had ceased by 5,300BCE and human settlements 
receded to highland areas. By 3,500BCE, settlements had 
disappeared and the movement away from this region 
corresponds with the rise of sedentary life along the Nile, 
giving rise to the pharaonic civilization we all know. 
Kuper's team has scanned the cave by laser to capture 
high-definition, three-dimensional images. "Now we have 
increasing evidence how rich the prehistoric culture in the 
Eastern Sahara was," Kuper said. 
Source: Reuters Africa, May 24, 2010 
 
Bronze Age Vessel Discovered in Macedonia 
A unique vessel from the Mid-Bronze Age was 
discovered by archaeologists at the Tsarevi Kuli site near 
the town of Strumica in eastern Macedonia. According to 
the archaeologists, these latest finds only confirm what 
previous discoveries have suggested; that Strumica was a 
significant center during its entire exis-tence, through 
which passed cultural influences from the North to the 
South and from the East to the West. 
    On the southeastern slope of the site where in 2008 
archaeologists concluded a prehistoric settlement existed, 
the team found richly decorated pots dating from Mid-
Bronze Age. The discovered vessel dates to somewhere 
between 1800 - 1540BCE. "I think that with this vessel, 
for now unique for Macedonia, and with the other finds 
from that time, Tsarevi Kuli becomes one of the 
prehistoric centers in Macedonia," said archaeologist 
Zoran Ruyak, head of the Tsarevi Kuli excavations. 
Source: Balkan Travellers (17 May 2010) 
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Archaeology Today  
Bronze Age Cemeteries Discovered in Syria 
Archaeologists working at Tal al-Ashari in Daran, southern Syria, have found 13 Middle Bronze Age cemeteries so far 
this year. Hussein Mashhadawi, the Head of Dara Archaeology Department, revealed that the 800 objects found 
included bronze tools, pottery and other items. Emergency excavations have also been carried out in the past two 
months at the towns of Mehajjeh and Jassem, and at the city of Sheikh Maskin. As well as building foundations, grape 
and olive mills, and service facilities for monks, a Byzantine period mosaic painting was found.  Mashhadawi also 
reported that excavations at the site of Sheik Saad in the town of Nemr, where a natural cave had been found, showed 
that its archaeological heritage stretched back to Greco-Roman times. 
Source: Global Arab Network  May 3, 2010 
 
5000 year-old Skeletons Unearthed in Morocco 
Archaeologists in Khemisset, Morocco, working on a dig that began in 2006, have uncovered an ancient burial ground 
in a cave 18 kms east of the capital, Rabat. Youssef Bokbot, director of the dig, said that for the first time in this region 
they are finding human skeletons that date back 5000 years to the Beaker culture that existed from the end of the 
Neolithic period to the Bronze Age.  "Seven skeletons and four graves will allow us to identify very precisely the 
funeral rites of this culture," Bokbot said of the discovery. "The copper objects that we found in association with these 
graves confirm humanity's evolution, the passage from stone to metal, a real transformation", the archaeologist added. 
Sources: Middle East Online, Independent Online, Fox News   May 7, 2010 
 

Neanderthal Genes Survive in Modern Humans 
The results of an international research project lasting over five years and involving scientists led by Svante Pääbo of the Max 
Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology and Richard E. Green of UC Santa Cruz have just been published in the journal 
Science, and they suggest that many modern humans have some Neanderthal ancestry.  Processing many sequences 
simultaneously, the team compared the draft Neanderthal sequence with samples from modern humans.  Modern humans and 
Neanderthals are 99.5 percent identical, between one and four percent of modern Eurasian human genes seem to come from 
Neanderthals. Green stated that the results seem to provide 'compelling' evidence of interbreeding.  The team identified over 70 
gene changes unique to modern humans, associated with physiology, and the development of the brain, skin and bone. It is likely 
that behavioral differences also may have given an advantage to modern humans.  However, Stanford archaeologist Richard G. 
Klein, noted for his work on the fossil record, which suggests that modern humans replaced Neanderthals, has reservations about 
the results of the study. The Pääbo report "contradicts everything we know about the archaeological record. Their evidence is 
really wobbly and it bothers me a lot. But it's very important stuff if it's right - and I really do hope it's right." 
Sources: BBC News (6 May 2010), SFGate.com (7 May 2010) 
 

From the Web Site: 
 

 

We are still in need of a Webmaster.  If 
anybody would like the position, please 
contact the Editor at editor@owasu.org 
or philate@ix.netcom.com.   
 

The job entails updating the site once or twice a month; putting the first page of the journal online and we would like to add 
a Table of Contents for each year, 2004 thru 2009.  The webmaster will be sent the information by email and put it on the 
website.  Most of our new members come from the website.  It would be terrible to lose this great link.  Our site has not been 
updated since June 2009. 
 

Table of Contents 
Daibutsu’s Deer  -  Temples of Nara, Japan, Gerald J. 
Gallagher  pgs 1, 3-5 
Persepolis; Ancient Capital of Persian -Achaemenid-  
Empire,  Caroline Scannell, pgs 6-9 
Pres. Column (Merle’s Musings) pg 5 
Editor’s Column  pg 2 
New Digs  pgs 9, 10, 11, 12 
Archaeology Today pg 12-14 
Club News – Elections, pg 14 

 

CALL FOR ELECTIONS! 
Anyone interested in running for office should contact either the 
President or Editor of this Journal to have their name placed for 
nomination in the October issue of the Journal.  Interested parties may 
consult the bylaws regarding what each office entails.  There are 2 
directorships to be filled.  These positions require access to rapid 
communication (internet preferred) for assisting in any decisions which 
come before the Board.  Opinions are necessary to fill these positions, 
experience is not.  We are also in need of a Secretary and Webmaster as 
these positions have been unfilled for more than a year.  Our website 
badly needs updating.  Ballots will be sent with the October issue, 
along with the regular renewal notice. 
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