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Maximum Card of Venda Scott #62, Issued June 15, 1982 
 

The Bronze Age saw amazing transformations 
in society.  The agricultural revolution, which 
started in the Neolithic Age, continued.  
Former hunter-gatherers settled in 
communities and took up farming and animal 
husbandry.  The first towns were established 
and now life increasingly focused around royal 
palaces and palace economies. 
 
The centers of power in the Bronze Age were 
ancient Egypt, the Hittite Empire in Anatolia, 
the cultures of Mesopotamia, the Minoans on 
Crete, and the Mycenaeans of ancient Greece.  
These peoples, trading together and sometimes 
warring amongst each other, made up the 
tapestry of Bronze Age civilization. 

       
Fig 1,  Scott #1223        Turkey Scott #1222                Turkey Scott #1224 
Issued Dec 31, 1956 
 

One of the earliest wars of the 
Bronze Age was the Siege of Troy, 
as described by the Greek poet 
Homer in his Iliad and Odyssey. The 
existence of Troy and the truth of 
events described by Homer in his 
works had long been matters of 
doubt and speculation amongst his 
readers.  One who passionately 
believed in the truth of the Homeric 
accounts was Heinrich Schliemann.   

The German archaeologist made investigations in the 1870’s to determine if there 
really was a Troy.  He found a spot in Turkey, which he believed to be Homer’s 
fabled city.  The Turkish postal service issued a three stamp set (Scott 1222-1224) 
shown in Figure 1  to commemorate the re-discovery of ancient Troy.  The stamps 
depict a Trojan vase, an open-air theatre, and the legendary Trojan horse that 
smuggled Mycenaean warriors into the fortified city. 
 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
 
It’s summer!  The snow has finally melted!  The trees and 
plants are in bloom and I am confined indoors.  Every year I 
have hopes that my allergies, which developed suddenly in 
2001-2 will go away.  Then April ends and I find they are still 
with me.  I miss biking, hiking and just sitting in my own 
backyard.  These days my outdoor activities are confined to 
local beaches covered with sand and little else, and I hate 
sand!  Such is life. 
 
I can’t believe this is the July issue already!  Where has the 
winter gone?  The cats are complaining the heat is off.  The 
a/c is on, but they’d rather be kept warm.  This summer is 
going to be hectic; between NTSS in Dayton and the 
StampExpo400 in Albany, where OWASU is planning to have 
a table and a frame to show ‘what is archaeology’, there is so 
much to get done!  Two weeks after StampExpo400 I have the 
MEGA Show in NYC.  And another journal is due! 
 
The Terracotta Warriors are coming!  First Emperor Qin Shi 
Huang’s guardians will be at the National Geographic 
Museum in Washington DC November 19th 2009 through 
March 31st 2010.  I have been to this museum.  It is on the 
ground floor of the building, wonderfully lit but no photos and 
no postcards  -- at least when I was there is 2006 there were no 
postcards available of what was on exhibit.  At that time they 
had an actual scale model of a siege in the Holy Land and 
other types of sieges. 
 
I am working on getting an article about this for the October 
issue, if not October, maybe January 2010. 
 
Help Wanted to Assist putting together one frame 
about Archaeology 
Your editor is putting together 15 pages about Archaeology on 
Stamps and needs assistance with material for the Prehistoric 
Man page and a Greek History page.  Also, if you have a 
favorite subject and can put together some stamps and text for 
one page and send it to me at the address on the list of officers 
it would be appreciated.  I require receiving these items by 
August 20th, the frame will be exhibited non-competitively at 
StampExpo400 in Albany, NY September 24-27.  All items 
will be returned first or second week of October.  This is a 
loan, I can use mint or used – lightly cancelled – stamps, and 
other philatelic material.  The October issue of the OWA will 
be coming out October 8th or 9th from the MEGA Show in 
NYC.  The frame contents will be photocopied for use at other 
shows. 
 

Caroline 
  



The Bronze Age on Stamps 
By Barbara M. Soper (Continued from page 1) 
 
Schliemann also went to the site of ancient Mycenae, in modern-day Greece, to find evidence of King 
Agamemnon’s palace.  In Homer’s account King Agamemnon sent an expedition to capture Troy, of which his 
hero, Odysseus, was a member.  Schliemann unearthed a treasure when he excavated at the site of the Mycenaean 
grave shafts. A set of Greek stamps (Scott 1194-1198) in Figure 2, show Schliemann (on previous page) and his 
magnificent Mycenaean grave finds.  

    
Fig. #2, Greece #1195-8  Dec 8.1976 Discovery of Mycenaean Graves (Schlieman, depicted in #1194 is on previous page). 

 
The finds included the gold head of a goddess, a gold diadem, a gold bracelet and a gold death mask that 
Schliemann believed belonged to Agamemnon himself.  Whether any of the finds actually belonged to King 
Agamemnon or not, the richness of the grave finds prove that the Mycenaean forerunners of the classical Greeks, 
did have a powerful civilization in the ancient Aegean.  But their civilization had an even mightier rival close by.   
 
Minoan Crete was the world’s first maritime empire.  Her ships plied the 
Aegean and Mediterranean even before the Phoenicians.  The full extent of the 
Minoan Empire is not known because little knowledge of the civilization 
survives.  It was centered on Crete, where there were great palaces overflowing 
with agricultural abundance.  Gigantic jars in store rooms called pitholi held 
wine, olives, olive oil and other commodities, which were shipped from Crete 
to other Bronze Age power centers.  A Bronze Age trading vessel is shown on 
Cyprus (Scott #281) in Figure #3. 
 

 
Fig. #3, Cyprus Scott #281  
Issued Nov. 21, 1966 

             
 

     
Fig. #4, Scott #708-15 June 30, 1961 
 

The Minoans were famed for their 
sumptuous palaces and beautiful 
art. A set of eight stamps (Greece 
708-715) in Figure 4 spotlights the 
Minoan civilization, its exquisite 
murals and some of its treasured 
artifacts.  It was a wealthy civiliz-

ation based on the commerce that flowed from its shores. That included not only foodstuffs but the ores and 
implements of the Bronze Age.  It also was a literate land.  Writing, in the form of a Linear A script, existed on 
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Crete for hundreds of years.   
 

   
Fig. #5   Cyprus #827-8 April 1, 1994  
 

The Bronze Age marked the point where smiths 
became metallurgists, where they could extract ores 
from the earth and fashion them into copper and bronze 
objects.  Two stamps from Cyprus (Scott 827 and 828) 
in Figure 5 show the early smelting of copper, a map of 
Cyprus, a Cypriot sailing vessel, and a copper ingot.  
These new technologies were revolutionary, especially 
in tool and weapons manufacture.  

All sorts of new knives, daggers, spears, and axe heads were produced and traded by sea or overland routes.  A set 
of stamps from Poland, issued in 1966 (Scott 1461-1463) shows a ceramic ram from 4000 B.C, a Bronze Age 
settlement plan and Bronze Age weapons and ornaments. The stamps are displayed in Figure 6 (below). 
 

         
Fig. #6, Poland Scott #1461-3, Dec 10. 1966;  Ceramic Ram c.4000BC,   
Bronze Weapons & Ornaments c3500BC, Biskupin Settlement Plan 2500BC 

 
Writing and literacy were beginning in 
many parts of the Bronze Age World.  In 
Egypt, scribes wrote and recorded things 
in hieroglyphics.  In Sumeria, writing was 
on clay tablets or stones.  The Minoans 
had Linear A as their alphabet, while the 
Mycenaeans had Linear B.  Basic literacy 
and the ability to keep records made far 
flung trading transactions possible.  

 
 
A recently issued stamp from Israel, part of a three 
stamp set, shows a letter from the ancient Syrian city of 
Ugarit dated to 1230BC written on a stone block.  It 
appears in Figure 7 along with a stamp from Venda 
(Scott 62) which shows pictographs on a Sumerian 
tablet. 
     

        Fig. #7, Venda #62,   Israel # 1757   
        June 15, 1982       Dec 17, 2008  

 
Fig. #8, Maldives Scott #2050, Feb 28, 1995 
 

 
Examples of the new metallurgy reached as far as Stonehenge in 
England.  The great megalithic circle is shown on a souvenir 
sheet from the Maldives (Scott 1767) in Figure 8. The rich tomb 
of a man, obviously of high status, was recently discovered at 
Amesbury, about three miles from Stonehenge. The media 
dubbed the man the “King of Stonehenge” and “The Amesbury 
Archer.” His rich tomb dated back to 2,300 BC.  At first believed 
to be the burial site of an important chieftain, the tomb proved to 
be that of a metallurgist.  Inside were arrowheads, knives and a 
portable anvil that identified him as a coppersmith. In the man’s 
hair were found small gold objects, that were the earliest gold  

(continued on page 5)
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pieces ever found in England.  Further analysis of the man’s remains revealed that he had come to Britain from the 
Alps region of Central Europe.  Even in the Bronze Age, there were well established trade and migration routes.  
Possession of metallurgy skills could elevate an individual’s rank in society, as the Amesbury Archer’s tomb seems 
to indicate. 
 

 
Fig. #9,  Maldive Islands Scott #1770, Dec. 13, 1971 
 

Egypt was the leading power of the Bronze 
Age.  Egyptian dynasties had established their 
rule over a united Egypt. During the Old 
Kingdom magnificent pyramids were erected 
to serve as tombs to the Egyptian pharaohs. A 
souvenir sheet from the Maldive Islands (Scott 
1770) in Figure 9 shows the Pyramids of Giza.  
A stamp from Mali (Scott C131) in the same 
figure shows the Great Pyramid of Cheops 
with the Sphinx in front of it.   Pharaohs had 
powerful armies, often stocked with 
mercenaries from client states.  In the early 
Bronze Age, wars were fought with chariots 
and quivers of arrows.  In the latter Bronze 
Age, spears and lances had come into play.  
Sometimes the rulers of Egypt had to fear the 
mercenaries they had armed lest they revolt or 
stage insurrections using the new weaponry.  

 
Egypt also had enemies in the Bronze Age.  Egyptians clashed with Hittites at the 
Battle of Kadesh in 1273 BCE.  Since Egypt had an empire that stretched to Syria and 
Mesopotamia in the late Bronze Age, Egypt dominated the political life of Syria and 
Palestine.  Conflict developed between Egyptians and ancient Hebrews, which is 
recorded in the Old Testament of the Bible.  The Biblical account of Moses leading 
his people out of captivity through the miraculous parting of the Red Sea is one such 
story. 
 
The most astonishing thing about the Bronze Age was the way it ended.  All the great 
Aegean and Near Eastern civilizations suddenly collapsed between 1206 and 1150 
BCE.  Troy was burned.  There was the cultural collapse of the Mycenaean Greeks, 
which would usher in 400 years of Greek Dark Ages.  The Hittite Empire in Anatolia 

 
Fig. #9, Mali #C131 

disappeared.  Its capital Hattusas, was left unoccupied.  Baked clay tablets found in  
Syria spoke of attack from the sea.  The Egyptian Empire in Syria and Canaan fell apart.  Sites on Cyprus were 
sacked and burned.  It was one of the greatest catastrophes in history, but there is only theory and speculation to 
explain it. 
 
What would cause such widespread destruction?  What would account for the widespread disappearance of literacy 
among so many literate cultures?  Who were the mysterious Sea People who wracked havoc on the established 
powers?  Clearly, a great migration was occurring, with people who were perhaps refugees, traveling about by sea 
and trying to establish themselves elsewhere.  It also seems certain that the trading system, which moved goods 
over thousands of miles, had completely broken down. 

(Cont’d on page 6) 
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Fig. #10, Maldive Islands, Scott #1768, Oct. 28, 1998 
 
 
 

Let’s go back to the Minoans, the great seafarers of the 
Bronze Age.  Minoan Crete was the first to experience 
a catastrophe.  Around 1628 BCE,(some put the date at 
1500 BCE) the island of Thera, about 60 miles from 
Crete, was blown apart by a volcanic eruption. That 
event had the potential to destabilize the empires of the 
time but it can not be proven because of the disparity 
of dates given to it.  So powerful was the eruption that 
the volcano’s cone collapsed upon itself. The cone then 
filled with water, causing the center of the island to 
sink. What once was a pancake-shaped island became 
the crescent-shaped Greek island of modern Santorini.  
It is believed that Plato’s story about the wealthy island 
of Atlantis sinking beneath the waves in a day was 
based on the Thera eruption.  A souvenir sheet from 
the Maldive Islands (Scott 1768) depicting Plato and 
Thera’s erupting volcano, appears in Figure 10. 

          
Figure #11,  Spring #1066       Jug  #1067          Jug with Birds #1069         Blue Apes #1068 

     
Swallows #1070             Wild Goats  #1071         Wrestlers #1072 

 
Excavations at Akrotiri , a Bronze Age town on Santorini, proved that it was once home to a wealthy and 
industrious class of people.  Samples of art from Akrotiri appear on Greece (Scott 1066-1072 ) in Figure 11. The 
island must have played a large role in the Minoan trading system, dispersing food and other commodities out into 
the Aegean and Mediterranean seas.  Then came the eruption, sending out tsunamis and belching rock and pumice 
into the air.  The harbors of Crete and many of its trading partners must have been destroyed by the tsunamis, 
causing the collapse of the palace economies.  
  
But tsunamis and ash fall alone did not destroy Minoan Crete.  Her great palaces were burned by her rivals, the 
Mycenaean Greeks.  The presence of Linear B tablets on Crete signified they had taken over.  The Minoan Linear 
A script has never been decoded although the Mycenaean Linear B has.  Perhaps the Mycenaeans tried to run the 
Minoan trade system after the catastrophe.  If so, they did not have much long term success.  

(cont’d. pn pg. 7) 
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Whether it was the lingering effects of the volcano, earthquakes, climate change or famine, something in the final 
years of the Bronze Age caused people to move about on an unprecedented scale.  Where written records were left, 
archives spoke of invasion from the sea.  People were abandoning sites near water for settlements in the highlands.  
That, of course, was destined to have a ruinous effect on international trade. 
 
However it happened, the Bronze Age collapse was as significant in history as the later fall of the Western Roman 
Empire. It was like a candle of literacy, learning, and beneficial trade policies had blown out in an instant.  The 
great civilizations of the Aegean and Near East were plunged into a dark age from which it would take them 
centuries to reemerge. 
 
 

President’s Message / Merle’s Musings 
One of the men in my local stamp club donates assorted stamps, stamp newspapers, and old stamp catalogs and 
auction catalogs to a group of handicapped children.  They have a grand time making artworks out of the material. 
Others of us in the group add our extra materials to his donations. If you have been throwing this type of material 
away, there may be an organization in your neighborhood that would welcome such donations.   
  
Another item that is useful to nursery schools are old National Geographic magazines.  They have a great time 
looking for animal pictures and making posters. 
  
Hope to see some of you at the stamp show in Albany in September.  We will not have a formal meeting, but would 
welcome the chance to talk to you at the OWASU table. 
  
Have a great summer. This is what we were waiting for during the January doldrums. 
 
 
Thanks to our Members  
Thanks for even more members who have made financial contributions to OWASU 
Barbara Soper 
 

"Catalogue of Prehistoric Life" by A. Collins 
 

 
The Prehistoric Age on Stamps  
 
 

A comprehensive guide to dinosaur, prehistoric animal, fossil and 
early man on stamps produced by A. Collins. A 164-page 
catalogue spanning the first stamp produced regarding these topics 
up to and including parts of the year 2000.  
Most prehistoric catalogues contain the standard issues for these 
subjects as listed by Scott, Michel, Yvert and Tellier, Stanley 
Gibbons, or Minkus (and others). In this catalogue all items are 
pictured (black and white) and listed with prices for these subjects, 
including imperforates, specimens, locals, and Russian 
autonomies.  
Available thru Keimar Stamps, P. O. Box 2677, Garden Grove, 
CA. 92842  on by web at  www.keimarstamps.com 
This coil-bound catalogue is a must for all prehistoric life stamp 
collectors and we feel it is a bargain at $25.00 each plus postage, 
which is $4.95 (Priority) USA.   
Mention you saw it in the Old World Archaeologist. 
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Lady of the Sacred Treasure:  Amaterasu Omikami 
By Gerald J. Gallagher 
 
Traditional religion of the Japanese, Shinto (The Way of the Gods) is a blend of 
polytheism and animism.  Gods and Goddesses (Kami) include sites, forces of 
naturem staple foods, and ideals such as fertility.  Adherents often follow Buddhist 
teachings as well which merges that faiths philosophical speculations with the 
practicalities of Shinto devotion.1  Reflecting the nostalgic aspect of the East Asian 
psyche, Shinto shrines (Jingu) are commonly in bucolic settings or within parks in 
urban areas.  Their entrances are marked with Torii, signifying the passage onto 
sacred ground (Fig. 1).  
 
Most revered of shrines is Ise Jingu, a complex in central Honshu, traditionally dated 
to 4 BCE.  Archaeologists place the earliest shrine in the 3rd to 5th centuries CE, and 
written records are extant of shrine construction in the later 7th century CE.   

 
Fig. #1  -  Torli Gate 
at Mount Nantai 
Japan #280, Dec 25, 1938 

 
The paramount shrine is open only to senior Shinto clergy and the Royal Household, being enclosed in fencing out 
of respect for the sacred images (Fig. 2).  Every 20 years the principal structures are demolished and replicas 
erected on the adjacent land so that they remain ‘forever new and yet forever ancient’.2   
 

 
Fig. #2 - 58th Rebuld- 
ing of  Ise Shrine,    
Japan #207,Oct 12,1929 
 

 
Fig. #3, Wedded Rocks, 
Japan #234, Dec 10, 1936       

 
Fig. #4, Meoto Iwa, "husband and wife cliff" or the wedded rocks Futamigaura, Japan 

 
The surrounding region is dotted with lesser shrines, historic sites, and Meoto Iwa – the Wedded Rocks of 
Futamigaura (Fig. 3).  Linked by a shimenawa – a cordon of rice straw; the rocks symbolize the Shinto creators, 
Izanagi and Izanami (Fig. 4 photo) and are considered sacred by worshippers at the neighboring Okitama-jinja..  
Using a jeweled spear, Izanagi and Izanami made land upon which they lived and later married.  From this union 
were born the Home Islands; including Yamato – ancient name for Honshu.  Izanami died in childbirth giving life 
to the Fire God, and Izanagi attempted to retrieve her from the underworld.  Unsuccessful, he undertook a ritual 
purification and the washing of his left eye in the sea brought forth Amaterasu Omikami, the Great Spirit 
Illuminating the Heavens.   
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Lady of the Sacred Treasure:  Amaterasu Omikami 
By Gerald J. Gallagher 

 
Figure #5,  Amaterasu 
 
 

Goddess of the sun and guardian deity of 
Japan, Amaterasu (Fig. 5 photo) is the 
paramount Shinto Kami to whom the Ise 
Shrine is dedicated.  As giver of light she is 
credited with the origin of agriculture and 
sericulture.  Fields of rice, her most basic gift 
of food, were given to valorous Samurai in 
the mediaeval period.3   Among the 
ceremonies attending the coronation of an 
Emperor; he spends a night within a sacred 
tent with the Mitama (spirit) of Amaterasu to 
ensure the continuing fertility of the land 
during his reign. 

The classic tale of Amaterasu details her disputes with her brother Susanowo, the storm god, which led her to 
withdraw into a cave, plunging the world into darkness.  The other gods coaxed her out by performing a ritual 
dance and holding a mirror, which reflected her image.  The cave was sealed so that light would never again be lost.  
This mirror became the initial item of the Sacred Treasure, emblematic of imperial authority since antiquity (Fig.6).   
 

 
Fig. #6, Bronze Mirror 
Abt. 5th Century, Japan 
#1819, Aug 15, 1989 

 
The mirror is the principal relic held by the Ise Shrine.4   Kept at other shrines are 
the Sacred Jewels – fish hook shaped jade carvings common in northern Asia), 
and the Sacred Sword used to slay a mythic serpent.  Cultural anthropologists 
trace these devi9ces to Mongol traditions; reflective of the primary source of the 
majority of the Japanese populace.5   The prominence of Amaterasu in the Shinto 
pantheon recalls the honored position held by women in early Japanese societies 
as shamans and rulers.  Their status declined with the introduction of Confucian 
beliefs in the 3rd Century CE.6 

 
Fig. #7, Kashiwara Shrine, built on the site of the 
original palace, recorded in the Record of Ancient Affairs 
(712CE) and the Chronicle of Japan (720CE). 
 

A miraculous series of events led Susanowo to sire 
eight children with Amaterasu, the eldest of whom 
fathered Ninigi the first earthly ruler to hold the Sacred 
Treasure.  His descendant became the first Emperor of 
Japan, Jimmu Tenno (Jimmu, son of heaven), who 
reigned in legend from 660 BCE.  The actual Jimmu, a 
warlord of central Honshu, lied in the first century BCE, 
with his capital at Kashiwara near Nara.  Amaterasu and 
Jimmu are venerated at the Kashiwara Jingu (Fig. 7 
photo) on the site of the original palace.  The shrine 
(Fig. 8) features the thatched roof with crossed end 
boards of a stylized ancient storehouse. 
 

Amaterasu’s symbol the Sun, in the origin of well known Mon, the designs forming the basis of Japanese Heraldry.  
While several prominent families who claim descent from Amaterasu’s other children use round emblems only the 
royal household may shoe the Kiku No Go Mon; the imperial chrysanthemum (Fig. 9 – next page).  Based upon 
heavenly bodies, plants and geometric shapes, Mon came into use in the later 12th Century CE.7   The 
Chrysanthemum developed from a rayed sun symbol and the blossom an herb conductive to longevity is termed 
Nissei – spirit of the sun.  
 
Page  # 9                                                                                             The Old World Archaeologist  / July 2009 



Lady of the Sacred Treasure:  Amaterasu Omikami 
By Gerald J. Gallagher 

             
         Fig. #8,Kashiwara Shrine   Fig. #9, #103         Fig. #10, Japan, Flag,      Fig. #11, Personalized Stamp 
         Japan #302, Issued 1940.    Issued 1899          Scott #1393, June 6, 1980 
 
The chrysanthemum crest first appeared on postage stamps in 1876, becoming a common motif.8   The simplest of 
signs Hi No Maru (sun disk) became the national flat when placed upon a while field in the 19th Century (Fig. 10). 
 
Amterasu has her second life in the computer game Okami, issued in 2006.  In keeping with the Shinto emphasis 
upon nature, her avatar is a while wolf, winged and bearing the sun upon her back.  This image was used on a 
personalized postage stamp by an on-line distributor (Fig. 11).9 
 

 
Fig. #12, Order of the Sacred Treasure 
 

Zuihosho, the Order of the Sacred Treasure (Fig. 12 photo) was 
established in 1888.  As a reward for distinguished service the order is 
available to men and women, Japanese and foreign.   There are six 
classes in differing sizes and metals for the pendant.  Ladies wear the 
decoration on a bow on the left shoulder in the ribbon colors of pastel 
blue and yellow.  Among noted American recipients of the First Class 
are Daniel Boorstin, Librarian of Congress and Robert Kirby, 
Chairman of the Westinghouse Electric Corp 
 
Centered upon the pendant is a blue bordered silver disk representing 
the mirror given to Jimmu Tenno.  Said to be of polished white 
copper, it signifies purity and wisdom and is so sacred that even the 
Emperor may not look into it.  The red beads form the necklace of 
jewels worn by the goddess prior to her gift of it to the throne, while 
the white rays recall the sacred sword and the sun’s light.10   
Speaking to the imperial family, Amaterasu declared “This mirror is 
my spirit regard it as myself” and her people at Ise, and in wearing the 
order, uphold their reverence for the Lady of the Sacred Treasure. 

Endnotes: 
1)  http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2056/html 
2)  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ise_Shrine 
3)  Turnbull, Stephen, Warriors of Medieval Japan (Botley, Oxon., UK: Osprey Publishing 2005, pg 20. 
4)  Edwards, Walter, Mirrors on Ancient Yamato:  The Kurozuka Kofun Discovery and the Question of Yamatai in 
Monumenta Nipponica, LIV, No. 1 (Spring 1999), pp 75-110. 
5)  Kennedy, Malcolm, A Short History of Japan (New York: Mentor Books, 1964) P 21. 
6)  Ibid., p 26 
7)  Turnbull, Stephen, Samurai Heraldry (Botley, Oxon, UK: Osprey Publishing, 2002) pg 9 
8)  Yamamoto, Yokichi,  Japanese Postage Stamps (Tokyo 1962) pg 23 
9)  http://blog.capcom.com/archives/1122 
10)  Peterson, James W., Orders and Medals of Japan and Associated States (San Ramon CA: Orders and Medals Society of 
America, 2000), pg 34. 
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New Digs 
 

  
Belgium  (April 6, 2009) World Heritage Belgian sites, including Spiennes, a neolithic flint mine site which has the 
largest and earliest concentration of ancient mines in Europe. Left stamp only. 
 

 
Comoro Islands Prehistoric/Scientists  
issued 2008 
B. Brown-Archaeopteryx w/fossil,  
T. Condon-Gallimimus w/fossilized head,  
R. Broom-irratator w/fossilized head,  
W. Buckland-dimorphodon w/ fossil claws,  
E. Drinker-parasaurolophus w/fossil,  
E. Colbert-allosaurus w/fossil 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Denmark  Issued  2009  High value from set.  
Mosasaurs' tooth, one of a 4-stamp set and the only 
one of which deals with fossils. The other stamps are 
unrelated to this subject.  
Keimar Stamps is selling single stamp plus the 
complete set on a first-day cover. 

 

 
        Iraq,  Campaign for the Stolen Antiquities of Iraq  Issued 2009 – no other info known 
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New Digs       (Cont’d. from pg 11 ) 

   
Latvia,  Issued 2009,    Mexico, Issued 2009, Tajin Archeological Site 
Archaeological Decorations   Sheetlet of 5 plus label 

   
Moldova,  Issued 2009,  Ancient Weapons      Spain,  Issued 2009  Archeology Mosaics 

     
Two of Switzerland's 2009 Pro-patria issue set of 4 Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, Issued 2009 
The 85+40 is Via Salina, the trail of "white gold", Archaeology  -  Golden Leaves of Soli 
100+50 features salt towers along Via Rhenana. 
 

 
Thailand, Issued 2009,  
Thai Heritage Conservation Day 
4 stamps plus s/s at right. 
available from Bombay Stamps list 5/1-15 
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More New Digs 
On June 4th 2009 Germany has just issued a stamp commemorating the 2000 Year Anniversary of the Battle in the 
Teutoburg Forest.  The Varus Battle, also known as the "Battle in the Teutoburg Forest" is one of the main events 
of European history.  Emperor Augustus ordered Senator Varus to make the entire Germania a Roman province.  
However, in 9AD Varus and his 3 legions (abt 12,000 to 18,000 soldiers) were caught in an ambush.  Led by 
Cheruskerfürst (related to electorial tier) Arminius (German: Hermann) devastatingly beat the Romans.  Thereafter, 
Rome relinquished all strongholds east of the Rhine.  The loss was so shocking that the 17th, 18th and 19th legions 
were never raised again - a unique event in the Roman military history.  The exact spot of the battle is not known. 
As a possibility today, Varus and his legions were beat in Kalgriese in the Osnabrück area. 
  

 
 

The stamp depicts (upper left) Cavalry mask found at Kalkriese, at right is the 
Hermannsdenkmal at Detmold, Germany - a statue of Arminius erected in 
1875, and a bust of Augustus.    
  
The Battle in the Teutoburg Forest and defeat of the Roman commander 
Publius Quintilius Varus against the Germanic tribesmen of the Cheruscian 
leader Arminius is 9 CE in among the most famous in ancient history.  
In September 9 CE, a coalition of Germanic tribes, led by a nobleman named 
Arminius, defeated the 17th, 18th and 19th Legions and forced their 
commander, Publius Quintilius Varus, one of the most important senators of 
his age and a personal friend of Augustus, to commit suicide.  

Varus had to make a normal province of the country between the Lower Rhine and Lower Elbe, and had some 
success. Then, everything suddenly went wrong.  Varus and three legions were ambushed in the marshes of the 
Teutoburg Forest and massacred.  The result of the battle was that Germania remained independent east of the 
Rhine and north of the Danube, which was never included in the Roman Empire.   
 
In 1987, a British officer named Tony Clunn visited the Goldacker with a metal detector; he found no less than 162 
silver coins, none of them younger than the reign of Augustus. This would have caused a sensation anyhow, but the 
presence of three slings stones of lead proved that Roman auxiliary troops had been on this site, which is now 
known as Kalkriese.  Clunn collaborated with archaeologist Wolfgang Schlüter of the University of Osnabrück, and 
a survey was organized. Many coins of the same age were found, including several military objects. The conclusion 
that the coins had been lost by soldiers from the age of Augustus was inevitable.  
 
In 1989, a field called the Oberesch was excavated.  It was to be one of the first scientific excavations of an ancient 
battlefield, and the archaeologists had to develop new methods of digging. Again, there were many coins, and -
more spectacularly- many other objects made of metal, most of them of a military nature. A silver cavalry mask 
(depicted on the stamp) suggested the presence of horsemen. Another discovery was the print of a soldier's heavy 
sandal. This much was clear: during the reign of Augustus, a Roman army consisting of several types of soldiers -
auxiliary infantry and cavalry- suffered a heavy defeat. After all, the lost objects could not be recovered. 
 
The site itself was remarkably well suited for an ambush. To the south was the Kalkriese hill which though only 
157 meters high is hard to pass along its northern slope because a traveler has to cross many deep brooks and 
rivulets. To the north of the Kalkriese is a large wetland or marsh, which stretches north for a large distance. 
Between the great bog and the hill is a more or less accessible zone about one kilometer wide. The most accessible 
part of this zone has a width of only 220 meters. This site could well have been called "narrows" or saltus. 
 
During the next years, it became increasingly likely that the Roman army that had been defeated at Kalkriese had 
been none other than the three legions of Varus. There were so many finds, that it was hard to believe that the fight 
at Kalkriese was a minor skirmish. The archaeologists found remains of Roman swords and daggers, parts of 
javelins and spears, arrowheads, slingstones, fragments of helmets, nails of soldiers' sandals, belts, hooks of chain 
mail and fragments of armor plate. 
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New Digs Update From Previous Issues 
British Antarctic Terr.  #301-4 issued Nov 17, 2008 depicts Lophosoria Cupulatus, Cladophtebis oblonga, 
Pachypteris Indicia, Aculeo aciculeris.  (from April 2009 issue) 
Mexico,  #2608-12, issued December 19, 2008 Palenque Site.  (from April 2009 issue) 
Peru,  #1648-1655  issued July 7, 2008, 7-New Wonders  (from April 2009 issue) 
France-Lebanon joint issue depicting map of Mediterranean, issued Nov 20, 2008, France #3569, Lebanon #645.  
 

Member Ads 
Always looking for Stamp Exchange partners.  Please 
write or email if interested. 
E. Alexander Gerster, P O Box 431852, Miami, FL 
33243-1852 (Email:  ealexg@yahoo.com) 
 
Looking for covers with enclosures from or to 
anthropologists or archaeologists with corresponding 
content.  Old or New World, also covers with corner --
-- from antiquities dealers dated before 1970,  Write 
first.  Stan Raugh, 4217 8th Ave, Temple, FL 19560-
1805.  (Email:  trex@bigplanet.com) 
 

Looking to buy postcards with Black Cat design, all 
time periods, all themes especially Halloween. 
Eileen Meier, c/e Golden Living Center, P O Box 617, 
Clifton Forge, VA 24422.   
 
Wanted:  Rapa Nui issues, UNESCO World Heritage 
Site issues, 7-Wonders of Ancient World also New 
Wonders of the World issues, Anthropological and 
Cave Art issues as well. 
Jerry H. Davis, 7083 Calico Circle, Tallahassee, FL 
32303-8234   (Email:  dots@nettally.com) 

Archaeology Today 
Oldest Human Settlement in Aegean Unearthed 
The ruins of the oldest human settlement in the Aegean 
found so far have been unearthed in archaeological 
excavations by a team of Greek, Italian and American 
archaeologists on the island of Limnos (Greece), lead 
by Thessaloniki Aristotle University professor 
of Prehistoric Archaeology Nikos Efstratiou. 
      The excavation began in early June and the finds 
brought to light so far, mainly stone tools of a high 
quality, are from the Epipaleolithic Period approx. 
14,000 years ago. The finds indicate a settlement of 
hunters, food-collectors and fishermen of the 12th 
millennium BCE. Until now, it was believed that the 
oldest human presence in the Aegean had been located 
in the Archipelagos of the Cyclops Cave on the rocky 
islet Yioura, north of the island of Alonissos, and at the 
Maroula site on Kythnos island, dating to circa 8,000 
(8th millennium) BCE. 
      The excavations are being conducted at the 
Ouriakos site on the Louri coast of Fyssini in Moudros 
municipality on Limnos, with the assistance of the 
municipality and funding by the Institute for 
Aegean Prehistory. Linmos is considered to be a region 
with signficant prehistoric archaeological finds, such as 
the oliochne settlement that was inhabited from the 
middle of the 5th millennium BCE to the end of the 2nd 
millennium BCE, and the Koukonesi islet settlement 
dating approximately to the same chronological period, 
from the Early to the Late Bronze Ages. 
Source: ANA-MPA  June 29, 2009 
 

New Discovery of Neolithic Jade Culture in 
China 
Zhejiang province is famous for its Liangzhu culture, 
the last Neolithic jade culture of Yangtze River Delta of 
China. And now more ancient jade vessels dating back 
five thousand years have been found in the cities of 
Haining and Xiaoshan. It's the deepest tomb ever found 
in Zhejiang province. Located near Haining, tomb 
number 5 is 3.3 meters long from north to south and 
nearly half a meter across, east to west. 
      Fang Xiangming, research of Zhejiang Archaeology 
Research Institute said, "It's rare to find such a large and 
well-preserved tomb. The depth of the no.5 tomb is 1.1 
meters. It's the deepest tomb found in the Jiaxing area. 
It's a big discovery judging by the tomb's size and the 
rich variety of the antiques found in it." A piece of jade 
'Yue', a kind of ancient weapon in China, reveals the 
noble identity of tomb number one's owner. He may 
have been the head of a tribe whose members were 
under his control. 
      Also in Zhejiang province, antiques dating back to 
the Shang and Zhou dynasties about 5,000 years ago 
have been discovered in Xiaoshan.  The site is near 
Mianquan Mountain on the Puyang River. It's 
also where some precious ancient pieces of porcelain 
were found in two thousand and seven and eight. The 
exact age of these findings still needs to be confirmed. 
An archeological team is now carrying out excavation 
work there for the next two months. 
Source: CCTV.com   June 12, 2009 
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Archaeology Today 
Ancient Christian Quarry Unearthed 
JERUSALEM  Israeli archaeologists said they had 
discovered the largest underground quarry in the Holy 
Land, dating back to the time of Jesus and containing 
Christian symbols etched into the walls.  The 4,000-
square-yard cavern, buried about 10 yards beneath the 
desert near the ancient West Bank city of Jericho, was 
dug about 2,000 years ago and was in use for about 
half a millennium, archaeologist Adam Zertal said. 
     The cave's main hall, about three meters tall, is 
supported by some 20 stone pillars and has a variety of 
symbols etched into the walls, including crosses dating 
back to about AD 350 and Roman legionary emblems.  
Zertal said his team from Haifa University first 
discovered the site three months ago while they were 
putting together a detailed archaeological map of the 
area.  "We saw a hole in the ground ... and went down 
and discovered this giant cavern, originally a quarry, 
built uniquely with hall after hall," Zertal told Reuters. 
The team believes the stones were used in buildings 
and churches in the region, but Zertal said further 
research was necessary. The site may eventually be 
turned into one of the largest underground tourist sites 
in the Holy Land.  
Reuters June 23, 1009  Ari Rabinovitch and Michael Roddy 
 
Intact Ancient Tomb Uncovered in Bethlehem 
Workers renovating a house in Bethlehem (Palestinian 
territories) accidentally discovered an untouched 
ancient tomb containing clay pots, plates, beads and 
the bones of two humans, a Palestinian antiquities 
official said. The 4,000-year-old tomb provides a 
glimpse of the burial customs of the area's inhabitants 
during the Canaanite period, said Mohammed 
Ghayyada, director of the Palestinian Authority's 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities. 
      Workers in a house near the Church of the Nativity 
uncovered a hole leading to the grave, which was about 
one meter (yard) below ground, he said. They contact-
ed antiquities officials, who photographed the grave 
intact before removing its contents. They dated the 
grave to the Early Bronze Age, between 1,900 BCE 
and 2,200 BCE.  Jerusalem-based archaeologist and 
historian Stephen Pfann called the find "an important 
reference to the life of the Canaanites," adding that it 
could give a glimpse into life in the area before the 
time when the Biblical patriarchs are said to have 
lived. While many artifacts exist from this period, 
intact graves are rare, mainly because of looting, he 
said.  The findings will be housed in the Bethlehem 
Peace Center, not far from where the tomb was found. 
Sources: Associated Press, Yahoo! News  June 23, 2009 
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Prehistoric Sites Discovered in India 
The Geo-Heritage Archaeological Research Centre has 
discovered three Paleolithic, 27 Microlithic and 26 
Mega-lithic sites, ranging from the prehistoric to 
historic periods, in a micro-region in the Thenmala 
valley in Kollengode (Kerala, India). A large number 
of architectural remains such as postholes and sockets 
and rock engravings have been discovered in the area. 
Postholes of rectangular, circular and squarish shapes 
are considered as Neolithic residences. The style of the 
rock engravings dates back to the Paleolithic age, 
according to the research centre. 
      V. Sanal Kumar, director of the Kollengode-based 
research centre, says the most striking aspect of the 
present study is the discovery of the culturally 
significant prehistoric and historic sites. He claims that 
"this is the first time in Kerala that cultural evidences 
from the prehistoric to the historic periods are 
discovered from a micro-region." He says that 
historians like M.K. Raghava Warrier and Selvakumar, 
Archaeology Department, Tamil University,  
Thanjavur, have visited the sites and helped him 
analyse the findings. 
      The chronological sequence of cultural and 
archaeological evidence from the Paleolithic to later 
historic periods has been found at Kollengode, 
Muthalamada, Elavancherry and Pallasena. All 
these areas enjoy a uniform geographical background 
and lie in the same region between the Ikshumadi and 
Gayathri streams and can be termed as a single 
geographical unit. Mr. Sanal Kumar, in his research 
paper, claims to have located the ancient Chera capital 
Porainadu (Vanji) in the area. 
Source: The Hindu (7 June 2009) 
 
Age-Old Remedies 
Penn scientists are using chemistry to learn the identity 
of herbs the ancient Egyptians mixed with wine to 
make sought-after medicines.  Ancient Egypt was 
renowned for its prowess in the field of medicine, so 
much so that sick people went there from abroad in 
search of herbal remedies. 
   Archaeologists know that the herbs were 
administered in a potent blend with wine. But the 
identity of many of those medicinal additives is a 
mystery - their names recorded in hieroglyphics that 
have resisted modern efforts at translation.  Now, two 
University of Pennsylvania scientists have begun to 
crack the puzzle with chemistry.  The pair reported 
some of the earliest evidence of just what those long-
ago physicians were prescribing. 
   One Egyptian clay jar, estimated to be more than  

(continued next pg) 
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Archaeology Today        (cont’d) 
Age-Old Remedies 
5,000 years old, yielded flaky residue that suggests a 
veritable apothecary of possible ingredients: coriander, 
senna, germander, balm, and savory, among others. 
Samples scraped from the inside of a newer jar (just 
1,500 years old) yielded compounds that likely came 
from rosemary.  The research, done in collaboration 
with a chemist from the U.S. Treasury Department, is 
more than a quest for history. Senior author Patrick 
McGovern, an "archaeochemist" at Penn's Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology, wants to know if the 
ancient herbalists came up with anything that really 
works. 
   Researchers at Penn's Abramson Cancer Center are 
similarly intrigued, and already studying herbs 
identified in some of McGovern's previous 
experiments. A derivative of the wormwood plant, 
found in a 3,200-year-old fermented beverage from 
China, has shown some promise against tumor cells in 
preliminary lab studies.  The Egyptians and Chinese of 
old weren't trying to use their herbs against cancer, as 
far as McGovern knows. But some of their medicines 
are used today for the same purposes as long ago.  One 
such example is fennel, to combat indigestion. The 
Penn study found no evidence of fennel, but it is 
among those plants whose names have been translated 
from the ancient texts. 
   Both clay jars came from Egyptian tombs. The 
1,500-year-old vessel is owned by the Royal Ontario 
Museum in Toronto; the one that dated back five 
millennia was excavated by German archaeologists 
from the tomb of ruler Scorpion I.  In both cases, the 
wine residue was scraped from the jars and simply sent 
to McGovern by mail.  The chemist can't say exactly 
which herbs were used in the wine. The analysis of the 

older jar revealed only that the residue contained 
certain "terpenoid compounds" - the presence of which 
could be explained by one or more herbs.  It is also 
unclear which diseases they might have been used for. 
   Egyptian physicians recorded diseases and their 
treatments in hieroglyphics on papyrus documents that 
have survived to this day. But with many of the 
remedies, modern scholars know only that they 
consisted of some sort of plant - signified by a picture 
of a leaf at the end of the name.  McGovern's coauthors 
were Penn research associate Gretchen Hall and Armen 
Mirzoian, a senior chemist at the Treasury Dept's 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau.  
Mirzoian's usual work involves testing modern 
alcoholic beverages for contaminants or labeling 
problems. The analysis of the ancient wine residue was 
performed with mass spectrometers and other 
equipment at the bureau's facility in Maryland.  Hall, 
formerly a chemist at Mobil Oil, jokes that her part-
time work at Penn's museum beats retirement.  "It's 
better than going to the gym, or knitting," she said. 
   In addition to looking at ancient herbs for their 
medicinal value, McGovern has studied them for their 
taste.  He has shared his findings with Dogfish Head 
brewery in Delaware, working with it to reproduce 
certain beverages of old. One of the biggest hits with 
customers has been Midas Touch, a mixture of grape 
wine, barley beer, and honey mead. The recipe is based 
on analysis of vessels from the reputed tomb of King 
Midas, ruler of the Phrygians.  Though the evidence 
from Midas and from the Egyptians comes from tombs, 
McGovern said it's pretty clear that these beverages 
were consumed by the living.  "What was good in life 
was definitely good in death," McGovern said.  And, 
he hopes, good for life thousands of years later. 
By Tom Avril, Inquirer Staff Writer,  April 20, 2009  
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Philatelic Articles On-Line 
Chief Red Cloud and O.C. Marsh - Fran Adams, 5/02 
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How to Collect Topical Stamps (part 1 | part 2 | part 3 | 
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Judging 1 Frame Exhibits (part 1 | part 2) - Eileen Meier, 
6/00 OWA 
Topical Stamp Collecting; A Universal Hobby for Seniors 
(part 1 | part 2)- Ray Cartier, ATA 
Why Exhibit? (part 1 | part 2) - Eileen Meier, 11/98 OWA 
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