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Pass Control:  Megiddo and the Jezreel Valley 
By Hugh W. Johnston 
 
An ancient trade route dating from the early Bronze Age linked Egypt with the northern empires of Syria, 
Anatolia and Mesopotamia.  It was knows as the “Way of the Philistines”, passing through the Philistine Plain.  
It then branched out into two Ways – one along the Mediterranean coast, through Megiddo, and the other 
following an inland route through the Jezreel Valley, the Sea of Galilee and Dan.  Control of the first of these 
two trade routes lay in a fortress built atop a hill at the eastern exit of Wadi ‘Ara (Musmus Pass), Megiddo.  The 
route then led through the Jezreel Valley to Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee, and turned northward along the 
shore, passing Migdaal, Capernaum and the Canaanite capitol city Hazor.  The route was important to rulers 
from the days of ancient Egypt to modern day Israel.  Eric H. Cline in his book The Battles of Armageddon 
notes that 34 major battles were fought in the Jezreel Valley over the period 2350BC – AD1973.  Many of these 
can be referenced with commemorative postage stamps. 
 
 
We begin by noting the 
location (arrow) of 
Megiddo on a 1578AD 
map of the Holy Land 
by Gerade de Jode.  
Note also the relative 
Sea of Galilee site. 
   

 
Tell Dan 
Israel Scott #464a 
October 23, 1973 

 
Israel Scott #951, Issued Oct 19, 1986 

 
In addition to strong walls, the cities of Megiddo and Hazor, among others, devised secret underground water 
systems fed by springs in the defiles beyond their fortifications. 
 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
 
The APS Stamp Show is almost here and this year once 
again we are entering your journal in the competition.  You 
will notice that with your dues renewal notice each year I 
ask some questions.  Since there may be very few actual 
professional editors among our readership (unlike college 
professors of history), if I want any constructive criticism 
or ideas on how to improve the publication, APS is the best 
place to go.   
 
With apologies to whoever is on the first page of the 
October issue, if I get a Grand, Platinum or Gold the award 
will be plastered all over the front page.  Not likely.  Silver 
or Vermeil will be best I can expect.  Each issue does not 
have a table of contents.  I do one table of contents for the 
year and it goes out with the October issue.  This is 
because until the pages are printed in final form; I continue 
to work on New Digs.  This issue will go out between 10th -
15th of July, probably from a stamp show; I will finish the 
New Digs July 4th weekend.  So you see, you get the new 
issue listings right up to the last minute. 
 
The Archaeology Today section is added to on a weekly 
basis for 3 months.  It can probably run 50 pages on its 
own.  I keep cutting it back, then see which items will fit in 
the amount of pages allotted for my 2 or 3 ounces.  October 
is 3 ounces because I enclose the renewal, contents, and try 
to take up 2.8 oz.  Since that issue goes out with the 
MEGA Show folks (USPS staff from Kansas City) 
accuracy counts. 
 
If anybody would like to find me at the show in Hartford, 
try asking at the ATA booth.  I volunteer 2 hours there and 
in turn they act as my social secretaries.  It’s a great 
system!  I use it everywhere.  If there is not an organization 
then a dealer keeps track of me.  Uh oh, the ATA gets a 
copy of this; and they probably read it too. 
 
The exhibit at the Onassis Greek Museum in NYC was 
quite interesting.  There was a piece (mural) that was 
attributed to Arthur Evans as excavator. 
 
The last page contains many HELP WANTED items.  We 
need help from all our members if only to put out flyers at 
your local club meeting and/or show.  We are also still 
looking for Secretary/Treasurer and a Webmaster.   
 
I always need help with New Digs and thank member Mary 
Rathbone very much for her help through her website, 
Keimar Stamps.   
 

Caroline 
  



 
Pass Control:  Megiddo and the Jezreel Valley 
By Hugh W. Johnston                                      (cont’d from page 1) 
 

 
Israel Scott # 1586       
Issued Feb 22, 2005 

In addition to strong walls, 
the cities of Megiddo and 
Hazor, among others, devised 
secret underground water 
systems fed by springs in the 
defiles beyond their 
fortifications. 
  

         Israel Scott # 1585 
         Issued Feb. 22, 2005 

 
Egypt Scott #1549 
Issued Jan 2, 1994 
 
 

 

In 1479 BC the Egyptian pharaoh Thothmes III led an army 
through the Musmus Pass and caught the Canaanite defenders 
of Megiddo completely by surprise.  His campaign was 
precipitated by a rebellion, instigated by the king of Kadish, of 
the Canaanites against their Egyptian overlords.  This king, 
whose domain lay on the Orontes River in Syria, apparently 
sensed weakness in the line of succession from Queen 
Hatshepsut.  He was mistaken and barely escaped with his life. 

 
Egypt Scott #C221 
Issued Mar 25, 1997 

During the 14th through the 12th centuries BC, the Egyptian 
pharaohs pretty much controlled the numerous and squabbling 
rulers of the Canaanite city-states.  However, during the reign of 
Amenhotep III (1417-1379 BC), Canaanite vassal Labayu, ruler of 
Shechem, attempted conquests of the wealthy cities and towns in the 
Jezreel Valley, especially Megiddo.  Details of the attempt at empire 
building have been noted in letters sent to Amenhotep and his 
successor Akhenaten.  Known as the Armarna Letters, the cache of 
correspondence was found in AD 1887 by an Egyptian peasant 
woman in Akhenaten’s capital city, Akhetaten.  In spite of no help 
from the Egyptians, the ruler of Megiddo survived a siege.  Labayu 
was captured, but escaped, and was killed in battle. 
 

    
      Amenhotep III          Akhenaten 
     Egypt Scott#1547    Egypt Sc #1579 
     Issued Jan 2, 1994      Jan 2, 1995 

The Song of Deborah in the Book of Judges (5:1-31) tells in poetic form the story of the ca. 1125 BC battle 
between the forces of the prophetess Deborah and Barak (a general in the Israelite army), and the Canaanite 
army of Sisera in the Jezreel Valley. 
 
In ca. 1090 BC incursions of Midianites and Amalekites into the Jezreel Valley were ended by Gideon’s army of 
Israelites (Judges 7:1-8:21).  Gideon, a local man, was reportedly born and raised in Ophrah (probably modern 
Afula). 
 
 
Stamps are on next page;   Israel Scott #574  & 573  Issued Aug 5, 1975 
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Pass Control:  Megiddo and the Jezreel Valley 
By Hugh W. Johnston                                      (cont’d from page 3) 
 

     

 
Near the end of the eleventh century BC the Israelites selected Saul to 
be the first king of what was to become the United Monarchy, made 
famous by Saul’s successors David and Solomon.  Fighting continued 
in the land and Saul spent years in warfare against the Philistines.  Saul, 
with three of his sons, met his death at Mount Gilboa in the Jezreel 
Valley ca. 1016BC (1 Samuel 31:1-2, 6-7). 
 
 
 
<<  at left:   Israel Scott #574  & 573, shown with tabs.  Stamps of Israel are 
collected with tabs. 
 
 

 

           
Saul        Karnak Temple  Solomon 
Israel Scott #184        Egypt Scott #1763       Israel Scott #186 

 
 
Following the death of Saul the northern half 
of his kingdom was given over to Isbaal, one 
of Saul’s remaining sons, while David 
became king over Judah, the southern part of 
the kingdom (II Samuel 2:1-4,8).  Upon 
David’s demise, Solomon became king and 
Biblical accounts (I Kings 9:15-19) state that 
he fortified Megiddo. 

Issued Aug 31 1960    Issued June 1, 2002     Issued June 1, 2002 
 
In 925BC Shoshenq I, an Egyptian pharaoh of Lybian origin, invaded Palestine and attacked Megiddo (wisely 
fortified by Solomon).  The account of Shoshenq’s invasion is inscribed on a wall in the Temple of Amon at 
Karnak.  The battle for control of Megiddo ended all hope of reuniting the divided monarchies of Israel and 
Judea.  The death of the pharaoh signaled the end of Egyptian involvement in the affairs of the Holy Land. 
 
 
The separate kingdoms of Israel and Judah came to 
an end in 580BC with the exile of the Judeans to 
Babylon.  Sixty years later Cyrus the Great of Persia 
allowed the exiles to return and Megiddo was again 
populated, but the city’s occupancy came to an abrupt 
end in 332BC with the invasion by Alexander the 
Great.  The tell was never again occupied on a 
permanent basis. 
 

    
Tomb of Cyrus the Great  Head of Alexander the  
Meshed-Morghab   Great, British Museum 
Iran Scott #1554   Great Britain, Scott # 
Issued June 21, 1970  Issued Oct 7, 2003 

 
The Crusades were a series of military battles of a religions character waged by Christians during 1095-1291, 
mostly sanctioned by the Pope in the name of Christendom.   They  had the goal of capturing  Jerusalem and the 
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Pass Control:  Megiddo and the Jezreel Valley 
By Hugh W. Johnston                                      (cont’d from page 4) 
 
sacred “Holy Land” from Moslem rule.  A number of these battles involved Megiddo and the Jezreel Valley.  The 
crusaders established a number of forts in Palestine.  Two, Caesarea and Belvoir, are illustrated below. 
 

   
     Caesarea           Belvoir 
     Israel Scott #1665                       Israel Scott #1666 
     Issued 2006           Issued 2006 

 
 
In AD 1138 at Tikrit there was born a Kurd named 
Salah al-Din ben Ayyub, known as Saladin by 
Westerners.  He became the vizier of Egypt in 1169 and 
took full control of the country in 1171.  He conquered 
Jerusalem in 1188 and this action prompted Richard of 
England to lead the Third Crusade.  Richard defeated 
Saladin, in the Jezreel Valley among other sides, but 
could not retake Jerusalem.  He signed an armistice 
with Saladin in 1192.  The Battle of Hattin (the Horns 
of Hattin, leading into Galilee) in 1187 was a defeat for 
the Christian armies of Guy de Lusignan, besieged 
successfully by Saladin. 
 

    
Battle of Hattin   Saladin 
Jordan Scott #1297  Issued July 4, 1987 
The label commemorates the 800th anniversary of the battle. 

 
16th Century Ottoman Relief  18th Century Jewish  
Relief  & 12th-13th Century Crusader Capital;  

 
<<<Israel Scott #908, Issued May 14, 1985  
 
In AD 1799 Napoleon Bonaparte attempted to liberate 
Egypt and Syria-Palestine from the Ottoman Empire.  His 
objectives were to intercept and defeat the Turkish Army 
being assembled in Syria and to capture the city of Acco.  
This so-called Battle of Mount Tabor, fought in the Jezreel 
Valley near the modern city of Afula, scattered the Turkish 
Army of Damascus.  Napoleon however, was unable to 
capture the city of Acco. 
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Pass Control:  Megiddo and the Jezreel Valley 
By Hugh W. Johnston                                      (cont’d from page 5) 
 

 
Napoleon and Jean Portalis 
France Scott #1383 
Issued Nov 3, 1973 

         
   Ottoman Relief, 16th Century 
   Israel #1018 Issued Oct 17, 1989 

 
 

 
Modern Afula 
Israel Scott #848 
Issued Aug 23, 1983 
 

 
 
We close this article with some comments about Safed, founded in the 
second century AD, during Roman times.  The city lies north of the Sea 
of Galilee and is on the trade route leading northeast from Megiddo.  It 
became part of the Ottoman Empire under Selim I in the early 16th 
century.  Throughout most of the 15th and 16th centuries Safed was a 
global center for Jewish learning and trade.  In 1948 some 10,000 
Arabs, most of Safed’s population, fled as a result of the 1948 Arab-
Israeli War.  Under Jewish control, the city rebounded and is once 
again a center for Jewish learning. 
 

 
         Anemone and Modern Safed 
       4th Aniversary of the State of Israel 
        Scott #64, Issued Apr 29,1952 
 

President’s Message  (Merle’s Musings) 
I recently had an opportunity to read the list of UNESCO's World Heritage Sites.  There are about 850 of them, 
and they were listed by country.  I went to HTTP://whc.unesco.org/en/list to find them.  It looks like those who 
collect the stamps of Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Italy, Peru, or Tunisia have a good start on a topical collection of 
the sites by country.   
  
Some of the US sites are national parks, so that is a start, but not all US sites are represented by stamps.  
 

Letters to the Editor 
I would like to thank Jill Weber for her letter about something in the Archaeology Today section of the April 
issue, “Replica of Ancient Boat will Float Again”.  The ship in question was found in Dover, not far from where 
Jill grew up during WWII, and brought back many memories for her.  The replica of the 3500-year-old ship is 
expected to sail in 2010.    
 
A shortage of time prevents me from responding to many of the letters I receive.  It is good to know that 
someone out there actually reads what I put together.   I especially thank those who fill in the comments on the 
annual renewal notice.   It is from these comments that I line up subjects for articles.  So if you have what you 
think is an offbeat interest in something archaeological - - suggest it for an article.  Also if you can provide me 6 
Scott #s for stamps depicting something of interest to you, chances are I can get an article out of it. 
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Qal’at al-Bahrain Archaeological Site (2005) 
by Caroline Scannell  
 

Qal'at al–Bahrain is a typical tell – an artificial mound created by many layers of human occupation. The strata 
of the approximately 1000x2000 foot tell testify to continuous human presence from about 2300 BC to the 16th 
century AD.  
 
To date only about one third of the site has been excavated; revealing structures of different types: residential, 
public, commercial, religious and military. They testify to the importance of the site; which was a trading port, 
over the centuries. On the top of the 475 foot high mound there is the impressive Portuguese fort, which gave 
the whole site its name, qal'at, meaning fort. The site was the capital of the Dilmon, one of most important 
ancient civilizations of the region. It contains the richest remains inventoried of this civilization, which was 
hitherto only known from written Sumerian references.  

 

Kingdom of Bahrain 2005. Souvenir sheet. 50th Anniversary for the Discovery Dilmon Civilization 
 
In its justification for inscription the UNESCO states that being an important port city, where people and 
traditions from different parts of the then known world met, lived and practiced their commercial activities, 
makes the place a real meeting point of cultures – all reflected in its architecture and development. Being in 
addition, invaded and occupied for long periods, by most of the great powers and empires, leaved their cultural 
traces in different strata of the tell. 
 
The site was the capital of one of the most important ancient civilizations of the region – the Dilmon 
civilization. As such this site is the best representative of this culture. 
 
The palaces of Dilmon are unique examples of public architecture of this culture, which had an impact on 
architecture in general in the region. The different fortifications are the best examples of defense works from the 
3rd century BC to the 16th century AD, all on one site. The protected palm groves surrounding the site are an 
illustration of the typical landscape and agriculture of the region, since the 3rd century BC. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Albania, Apr 16 ‘08 

Albania - Durres City Archaeology 
     The city of Durres was founded in 627 BC as a Greek colony named Epidamnus 
and was one of the causes of the Peloponnesian War in the 5th century BC. Later, as 
Dyrracium it became a very important staging post for the Roman Empire. During this 
time it also became a major trading center and the main port on the eastern coast of 
the Adriatic. 
     In the middle ages it was coveted by many different intruders from all over Europe. 
The fact that this city has been inhabited throughout its history, means that very little 
of the ancient city has been excavated, as it exists under the newer buildings. However 
the archeological museum is well stocked and presented. The famous Roman orator, 
Cicero called Durres an admirable city, while the poet Catullus called it the tavern of 
the Adriatic. 
     From the Venetian Tower that rises over the harbor, the road leads to the 
amphitheatre, which is the biggest of the Balkan Peninsula (capacity 15.000 
spectators) dating back to the 2nd century AD and preserving an early Christian Crypt 
with a rare wall mosaic. Today Durres is one of the biggest towns and the biggest 
seaport in Albania. 

 
 
 

 

 
Albania Cultural Monuments 
Paleolithic carvings in caves located at Shpella e 
Trenit, Korce, Albania. 
Issued 2008 
No further information known at this time. 

 
Chile, Easter Island souvenir sheet 

 
          Chile Easter Island sheet of 8 different 
          Issued 2008, no further information known
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New Digs 

         
Egypt, Environment Day - Wadi El-Hitan the oldest world Natural                French Andorra  Early Man, 
Heritage Site in Egypt Strip of 2 Different with Label (Fossils)                      January 2008 
Issued February 10, 2008 

            
France, Issued            Greenland; Halkiere Evangelista, Icthyostega Stensioei and  
Prehistoric Animals Souvenir Sheet                   Eudimorphodon Cromptonellus Issued May 24, 2008  
 

 
Isle of Man, Viking Heritage, Issued February 18, 2008, surveys the Viking history of the Isle of Man.  

 

   
            Macedonia, Cultural Heritage –         Russia, Archaeological Heritage souvenir sheet 
            Antique Jewelry, Issued  2008        Issued    
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New Digs 
 

 
St. Thomas & Prince Island, Lighthouse Souvenir Sheet 
(Gates of Hercules) UNESCO World Heritage Site 
 

The Tower of Hercules is an ancient Roman 
lighthouse located on a peninsula about 1.5 miles (2.4 
kilometers) of the center of the city of A Coruña, 
Galicia, in present-day north-western Spain. The very 
name of "Corunna" is said to be derived from the 
ancient columna, or column. The ancient structure 
was rehabilitated as a lighthouse in 1791.  
The lighthouse is almost 1900 years old, standing 185 
feet (57 meters) high, overlooking the North Atlantic 
coast of Spain. Whether or not it was built as a 
lighthouse, it is the oldest Roman structure developed 
into a modern lighthouse in the world. 
   The tower remains a sentinel from days long past.  
It is known to have existed by the 2nd Century, built 
or perhaps rebuilt under Trajan, perhaps on 
foundations and just possibly following a design that  

was Phoenician in origin. At its base is preserved the cornerstone with the inscription MARTI AUG.SACR 
C.SEVIVS LUPUS ARCHTECTUS AEMINIENSIS LVSITANVS.EX.VO, permitting the original lighthouse 
tower to be ascribed to the architect Gaius Sevius Lupus, from Aeminia (an ancient Roman town near present-day 
Coimbra, Portugal) in the former province of Lusitania, as an ex voto dedicated to Mars. The tower has been in 
constant use since the 2nd century. Originally it was constructed with an ascending ramp encircling its sides, for 
oxen to bring cartloads of wood to keep the light fueled at night. 
     The earliest surviving mention of the lighthouse at Brigantium is by Paulus Orosius in Historiae adversum 
Paganos written ca 415 – 417:  “Secundus angulus circium intendit, ubi Brigantia Gallaeciae civitas sita altissimum 
farum et inter pauca memorandi operis ad speculam Britanniae erigit”.  ("At the second angle of the circuit 
[circumnavigating Hispania], where the Gallaecian city of Brigantia is sited, a very tall lighthouse is erected among 
a few commemorative works, for looking towards Britannia.") 
 

 
Thailand Heritage Conservation, souvenir sheet at left, stamps enlarged right.  Issued 2008, no further information. 
 

 
Serbia, Archaeological Ruins, Issued April 16, 2008 
 

Updates From April 2008 Issue 
Cyprus/Malta joint issue Jan 1, 2008 for Euro 
currency Scott #1068 (page 7) 
Israel UNESCO Sites issued 1.27.2007, Scott 
#1718-9 (page 8) 
Mexico; Monte Alban, Dec 11, 2007, #2565a-e  
(page 8) 
Peru  Megatherium Fossils Sept 28, 2007, #1598 
Peru  Cahuachi Archaeological Site, Nov 12 2007, 
#1604, Masca & Mochica, both from (page 8) 
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More New Digs 

   
El Salvador, Pre-Colombian artifacts. Thailand – Jaturram Archaeology souvenir sheets, Issued 2008,  
Issued October 5, 2007   no further information known at this time. 
 
Thanks to member Mary Rathbone for allowing me to use information garnered from her website Keimar Stamps for New Digs 
 

Archaeology Today 
Swedes Find Viking-era Arab Coins  
     Swedish archaeologists have discovered a rare hoard 
of Viking-age silver Arab coins near Stockholm's 
Arlanda airport.  About 470 coins were found on 1 April 
at an early Iron Age burial site. They date from the 7th 
to 9th Century, when Viking traders traveled widely.  
There has been no similar find in that part of Sweden 
since the 1880s.  
     Most of the coins were minted in Baghdad and 
Damascus, but some came from Persia and North Africa, 
said archaeologist Karin Beckman-Thoor.  The team 
from the Swedish National Heritage Board had just 
started removing a stone cairn at the site "when we 
suddenly found one coin and couldn't understand why it 
was there", she told the BBC News website. "We 
continued digging and found more coins and realized it 
was a Viking-age hoard." The coins were left there in 
about AD850, she said.  
     Such Viking hoards usually come from Gotland - a 
large Swedish island in the Baltic Sea, she explained. 
"No Viking was buried at this site - the grave is older. 
Maybe the Vikings thought the hoard would be 
protected by ancestors," Ms Beckman-Thoor added. 
Vikings had settled in a village nearby.   
     The Vikings traveled widely in their long ships in the 
Baltic region and Russia from the late 8th to the 11th 
Century. They are known to have traveled as far as 
North Africa and Constantinople (now Istanbul).  
Story from BBC NEWS:   © BBC MMVIII  4 April 2008 13:35 UK 
 
DNA Sheds Light on Minoans 
Crete's fabled Minoan civilization was built by people  
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from Anatolia, according to a new study by Greek and 
foreign scientists that disputes an earlier theory that said 
the Minoans' forefathers had come from Africa. The new 
study - a collaboration by experts in Greece, the 
USA, Canada, Russia and Turkey - drew its conclusions 
from the DNA analysis of 193 men from Crete and 
another 171 from former Neolithic colonies in central 
and northern Greece. The results show that the 
country's Neolithic population came to Greece by sea 
from Anatolia - modern-day Iran, Iraq and Syria - and 
not from Africa as maintained by US scholar Martin 
Bernal. 
     The DNA analysis indicates that the arrival of 
Neolithic man in Greece from Anatolia coincided with 
the social and cultural upsurge that led to the birth of the 
Minoan civilization, Constantinos Triantafyllidis of 
Thessaloniki's Aristotle University said. "Until now we 
only had the archaeological evidence - now we have 
genetic data too and we can date the DNA." 
Source: Kathimerini (3 April 2008) 
 
Peruvian Necklace is 'Oldest in Americas' 
A necklace found near Lake Titicaca in southern Peru is 
the oldest known gold object made in the Americas, 
archaeologists say.  Radiocarbon dating puts its origin at 
about 4,000 years ago, when hunter-gatherers occupied 
the area. The researchers say it appears to have been 
fashioned from gold nuggets. The discovery suggests 
that the use of gold jewellery to signify status began 
before the appearance of more complex societies in the 
Andes, they report. 
     Writing in the journal Proceedings of the National 
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Archaeology Today 
Peruvian Necklace is 'Oldest in Americas' 
Academy of Science (PNAS), they say the artifact is the earliest worked gold found not only in the Andes, but the 
Americas as well. Study leader Dr Mark Aldenderfer of the department of anthropology at the University of 
Arizona, Tucson, said it demonstrated an emerging social role for gold beyond simple decoration. "The gold 
reflects a universal tendency for human beings to strive for prestige and status." he said.  The necklace was found 
alongside the jawbone of an adult skull in a burial pit next to primitive pit houses at Jiskairumoko, a hamlet that 
was settled from 3300 to 1500 BCE. The researchers believe it had been worn by an adult, probably an elderly 
woman. Marks on the necklace suggest that gold nuggets had been flattened with a stone hammer and then  care-
fully bent or hammered around a hard cylindrical object to create a tubular shape. The gold would have signaled 
the prestige of its wearer, "not at all different to today," said Dr Aldenderfer, "This is a major piece of how people 
lived their lives and how they competed for status in the past." 
Source: BBC News (1 April 2008) 
 
Humans Nearly Wiped Out 70,000 Years Ago, Study Says 

 
Italy #1729 

Human beings may have had a brush with extinction 70,000 years ago, an extensive genetic 
study suggests. The human population at that time was reduced to small isolated groups in 
Africa, apparently because of drought, according to an analysis released.  The report notes that 
a separate study by researchers at Stanford University estimated that the number of early 
humans may have shrunk as low as 2,000 before numbers began to expand again in the early 
Stone Age. 
  Wells is director of the Genographis Project, launched in 2005 to study anthropology using 
genetics.  The report was published in the American Journal of Human Genetics.

     Studies using mitochondrial DNA, which is passed down through mothers, have traced modern humans to a 
single "mitochondrial Eve," who lived in Africa about 200,000 years ago. 
The migrations of humans out of Africa to populate the rest of the world appear to have begun about 60,000 years 
ago.  The new study looks at the mitochondrial DNA of the Khoi and San people in South Africa, who appear to 
have diverged from other people between 90,000 and 150,000 years ago. 
     The researchers; led by Doron Behar of Rambam Medical Center in Haifa, Israel, and Saharon Rosset of  IBM 
T.J. Watson Research Center in Yorktown Heights, New York, and Tel Aviv University concluded that humans 
separated into small populations before the Stone Age, when they came back together and began to increase in 
numbers and spread to other areas.  Eastern Africa experienced a series of severe droughts between 135,000 and 
90,000 years ago, and researchers said this climate shift may have contributed to the population changes, dividing 
into small, isolated groups that developed independently. 
     Paleontologist Meave Leakey, a Genographic adviser, asked, "Who would have thought that as recently as 
70,000 years ago, extremes of climate had reduced our population to such small numbers that we were on the very 
edge of extinction?" Today, more than 6.6 billion people inhabit the globe, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.  
The research was funded by the National Geographic Society, IBM, the Waitt Family Foundation, the Seaver 
Family Foundation, Family Tree DNA and Arizona Research Labs. 
April 24, 2008, CNN, AP 
 
First Ever Oil Paintings Found in Afghanistan 
Kabul, Afghanistan - Scientists have found what they described as the earliest oil paintings ever discovered.  
Murals found on cave walls in Afghanistan prove that painting with oil had been going on in Asia for centuries 
before artists used the technique in Europe.  Until now, art historians believed that oil painting started in Europe in 
the 15th century. Murals were found in a network of caves where monks lived and prayed in the Afghan region of 
Bamiyan, where the ancient paintings were analyzed. 
     Inside the caves, scientists found murals painted in the 7th century. They show images of Buddha in vermilion 
robes sitting cross-legged amid palm leaves and mythical creatures.  In 12 of 50 caves, the murals were painted 
using drying oils, perhaps from walnuts and poppy seeds, the European Synchrotron Radiation Facility said.  Its 
findings on the age of the oil paintings were published this week in The Journal of Analytical Atomic Spectrometry.  
"This is the earliest clear example of oil paintings in the world," said Yoko Taniguchi, leader of the team of 
scientists. 
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Archaeology Today 
First Ever Oil Paintings Found in Afghanistan 
     Bamiyan, about 130 kilometers (80 miles) northwest of Kabul, was once a thriving center of commerce and 
Buddhism. The paintings were probably the work of artists who traveled along the Silk Road, the ancient trade 
route between China, across Central Asia's desert to the West.   
CNN  Thu April 24, 2008 
 
Alpine Task Force Formed to Salvage Prehistoric Treasures 
Prehistoric treasures unearthed in the Alps as melting glaciers recede are under threat from looters who are remov-
ing many of them. Such is the concern for the newly revealed objects, which include weapons, clothing and tools, 
that a task force of archaeologists, anthropologists, mountain climbers and Alpine rescue teams has been formed in 
an attempt to salvage them. Franco Nicolis, an archaeologist from Trento (Italy), said: "We must be ready to inter-
vene as if we were dealing with a public calamity." Mountain climbers and hikers would be asked to report any 
finds to the task force rather than removing them. The initiative, which will ensure that items are preserved before 
they can deteriorate, is being organized by the superintendent of archaeology at Trento & the Stelvio National Park. 
     The most spectacular Alpine find so far is Oetzi the Iceman, also known as Similaun Man or "Frozen Fritz"  the 
well-preserved, mummified body of a hunter or shepherd in his forties, who died in about 3300 BCE and was found 
in 1991. More recent finds include prehistoric bronze arrowheads, clothing and shoes at Schnidejoch in the Swiss 
Alps, and Roman and mediaeval treasures found at Vedrete di Riete and Vioz in the Italian Alps. 
     Archaeologists say errors were made, which 'must not be repeated' as more discoveries are made. Oetzi was dug 
out with ice-axes and hikers were allowed to touch the corpse and take tools and fragments of clothing as souvenirs.  
Professor Nicolis, an expert on the Copper Age, said that careful study of such finds could produce priceless infor-
mation. Professor Nicolis said it was vital that scientists moved quickly to conserve such objects, observing that if 
Oetzi had been found 'even a few days later than he was' the damage to the remains would have been irreparable. 
Source: Times Online (17 April 2008) 
  
Ancient Artifacts Found in Thai Cave 
Archeologists found scattered household utensils and pottery belonging to the prehistoric period in a cave in an 
eastern Thai province bordering Cambodia. Lt. Niran Yano accompanied by archeologists explored a cave on 
Chanthaburi's Khao Noi mountain near the Thai-Cambodian border and reported the discovery of archeological 
objects dating back 4,000 years. 
      The exploration was carried out after the local residents reported the accidental discovery of such objects 
scattered and buried in the floor of a cave large enough to accommodate hundreds of people. The villagers also said 
that objects of similar appearance and antiquity had been found in other sites such as caves on Khao Jum-pa and 
Khao Sa-thorn mountains. The two caves are 7-kilometres apart, according to Lt. Niran. 
      Kammanitya Direksilpa of the Chanthaburi Marine Archeological Office said his Office had already explored 
the three archeological sites. He said it was quite certain the 7-kilometre site could be the location of an ancient 
community dating back to the prehistoric period. The archeologist added the site was possibly one of Asia's major  
trade and cultural routes connecting the present Chanthaburi with an ancient community in Cambodia before 
Thailand and Cambodia were separated by modern political boundaries. Unique to this site is the burial of the 
ancient utensils and artifacts.  While various officials and scholars are aware of the existence of the ancient trade 
routes in this region, Mr. Kammanitya said, there has never been a formal exploration of the area. 
Sources: MCOT, TNA (24 April 2008) 
 
Pakistani Dam Endangers Ancient Carvings 
A high level meeting was held between the elected Pakistani representatives and officials of Northern Areas and the 
Federal Government to review rock/archaeological carving being impacted by the proposed Basha Dam. Thousands 
of rock carvings have been discovered so far in many areas during the last three decades by German scholars in 
collaboration with the Department of Archaeology, Government of Pakistan. The survey is still working to 
document these rock carvings spread in different areas of Northern part of Pakistan. 
     More than 50,000 Petroglyphs and over 5000 inscriptions in 39 different scripts and languages have been 
recorded  so  far  along  the  Karakoram  Highway  in  the  Northern  Areas  of  Pakistan.  These  rock  carvings  are  
threatened and endangered due to the proposed construction of a dam near Basha. It is estimated that about 30907 
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Archaeology Today 
Pakistani Dam Endangers Ancient Carvings 
out of 32405 rock carvings will be submerged by the Basha-Diamer reservoir including 3,290 inscriptions. 
     As the Basha-Diamer reservoir is a project of national importance, a meeting was arranged in Islamabad in order 
to discuss the various issues for safeguarding of endangered rock carvings. The meeting unanimously decided that 
the unique petroglyphs will be uplifted (wherever possible) from the location of the reservoir and preserved in 
Museums to he established at Gilgit and Chilas by the Department of Archaeology & Museums, Government of 
Pakistan. All other important petroglyphs will be copied through a 3-D Digitizer Scanner and their replicas will be 
displayed in the proposed Museums. The members of the Local Administration of Northern Areas of 
Pakistan agreed to provide suitable piece of land free of charge for the Museums at Gilgit and Chilas. 
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan (23 April 2008) 
 
Italian Builders Uncover 2,000-year-old Tombs 
Archaeologists are celebrating the discovery of 27  2,000-year-old tombs in Italy's "Valley of the Dead".  The 
tombs, some dating back to the 7th century BC, were found by chance while builders carried out work.  The whole 
area was sealed off and put under police guard to prevent anyone from trying to steal artifacts inside the burial 
chambers.  Grave robbers, or tombaroli as they are known in Italy, make a lucrative living from selling such objects 
to museums or private collectors. 
     Archaeologists say there is also a "good chance" that there may well be other tombs waiting to be discovered. 
The tombs were discovered at Tarquinia, 50 miles north of Rome in an area named a World Heritage Site by 
UNESCO. 
     Covering more than 400 acres, the area was the burial ground for the Etruscan tribes who predated the Romans. 
Maria Tecla Castaldi, an archaeologist, said: "This is the most exciting discovery here in decades. There are 
frescoes of two figures on the walls, but we need to carry out a proper excavation and search.  "The problem we 
have is that grave robbers have plundered this area in the last few years, so sometimes we find tombs but they have 
been there before us. I hope that we have found tombs that are still intact." 
From American Institute of Archaeology site, May 8, 2008 
 
From the Web Site: 

 
HELP WANTED! 
Due to too many commitments, Fran Adams has been 
forced to retire from the position of webmaster.  You 
may have noticed that our website was not updated 
for a few months.  Fran had a serious crash of all his 
files and is still slowly rebuilding.  He had asked me 
some time ago to look for a webmaster volunteer but 
nobody has come forward.  If you have any web 
experience please contact the editor or 
fran@franadams.com.   
 
We are still looking for someone to fill the position 
of Secretary/Treasurer which Merle Farrington and I 
have been sharing the last few years.  It doesn’t 
require much work; annual reports to the ATA and 
APS to keep their records current for contact 
information and numbers for membership and advise 
the officers of the bank balance and expenses in 

October and February.  Why those months?  Because 
the dues notice goes out in October thus that is our 
financial low point.  By February we have an idea 
what we can spend for the year.  Of course, if we 
actually have a secretary, there will be more 
involved.  Promotional notices to the philatelic press; 
which your editor often has no time to do.   
 
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
How many stamp shows do you attend per year?  
How many are local?  We have flyers and 
membership applications available to be put out of 
club tables.  We can send them to you by mail and 
also email so you can print however many you need 
when you need them.  Contact your editor for 
information: philate@ix.netcom.com should work; 
sometimes I do not get the emails sent to 
editor@owasu.org. 
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