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The World of Neanderthal People 
By Barbars Soper 
 
This year marks the 150th anniversary of the discovery of Neanderthal bones in the Neander Valley near 
Düsseldorf, Germany. A recently issued stamp (Germany Scott 2388) commemorates the find by depicting a 
Neanderthal skull along with a view of the Neander Valley.  Since the 1856 discovery, all manner of speculation 
about Neanderthal man and his relationship to modern humans has arisen.  Who were the Neanderthal people?  
How did they get to Europe?  Could they properly be called humans?  Why did they differ so markedly from later 
Cro-Magnon man?  What eventually became of them? 
 

                
Germany, #2388      2006                   Gilbraltar, #296-8, May 22, 1973 
 
Three stamps from Gibraltar (Scott 296-298) show a Neanderthal skull, profile, and family. Low foreheads, heavy 
brow ridges, broad noses, and protruding jaws characterized Neanderthal faces. Neanderthals appeared about 
230,000 years ago, evolving from a homo erectus population that migrated from Africa around a million years ago. 
Neanderthals were shorter and squatter than Cro-Magnon man and had barrel-like chests. These characteristics 
stemmed from the fact that they lived in the Ice Age and needed physiques similar to modern Eskimos to survive. 
No one knows for sure how they reached Europe but, once there, the Neanderthal people ranged from Spain in the 
south to Britain in the north. They were in Europe only in very small numbers and they found their world a cold, 
inhospitable place. 
 

 
Palau #546 q & r, Skull & Hunter with Spear,  
March 15, 2000 
 

In their struggle for survival, they invented fire to heat 
their hearths and fur clothing to protect against Artic 
cold.  Two stamps from Palau (Scott 546 q and r) show 
a Neanderthal skull and a Neanderthal hunter dressed 
in fur clothing.  The skin of deer and the wool of bison 
and mammoth were used to provide clothing as well as 
food to these hunter-gatherers of the Stone Age.  Fur 
wraps for sleeping were essential in cold, drafty caves 
and fur-lined cloaks were required for venturing 
outside the cave in winter.  

Bedding was created by placing additional furs over straw mats.  Winter boots could be made from animal hides 
insulated with native grasses or rabbit fur and waterproofed with the fat from a wooly mammoth kill.  
 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
As I write this I have just returned from NTSS, the National 
Topical Stamp Show.  Archaeology was well represented with 
3 exhibits; one frame  by Roland Essig of Wisconsin “The 
Living Fossil, Old Four Legs – It’s a Coelacanth, one frame by 
Fran Adams of California “Neandertal” which garnered the 
One Frame Grand Award.  You will notice that Mr. Adams 
spells Neanderthal with the German spelling.  This has caused 
a great deal of confusion to your poor editor as to what 
language should be used.  I use the accepted American 
spelling.  Another exhibit was “Save the Monuments of 
Nubia”; 5 frames by Pharoa Athena of New York.  Miss 
Athena was my late cat.  Upon her death I inherited it, thus 
today it is mine, which the judges appreciate when it comes to 
filling out the application and the question is asked; “does all 
the material in the exhibit belong to you?”  She garnered a 
Vermeil which is between Silver and Gold.   
 
Among the 28 different dealers, there was even a $1.00 booth.  
But I didn’t do very well there.  I did better at the regular 
dealers though most of the covers I bought were $1.00 to 
$2.00.   I found many of the covers in the Dollar Box were not 
worth the dollar!  
 
By the time you receive this issue, I will have seen Mr. Tut in 
Philadelphia.  I am assured that this is not the same show that 
traveled around in the 1970’s, but I saw all the artifacts in the 
Cairo Museum in the early ‘80s.  That famous gold mask is 
not allowed to travel; the Supreme Council for Antiquities will 
not let it out of his grasp.  It is among the most famous 
Egyptian artifacts and has appeared on many stamps. 
  
Summer time means spending more time outdoors and less in 
our stamp dens for many of us.  I have managed to attend 
stamp shows May 26th, June 10th, June 15-17th and there is 
another July 14th.  If this is the “slow” season, I don’t want to 
see the “fast” season! 

 
Another thing you will notice is the postage on this envelope. 
This has had all us editors going crazy.  I consider it as a 
surcharge on 9”x12” envelopes.  Though I haven’t made any 
friends in the post office when it was explained to me that the 
extra charge was because the large envelopes did not go 
through the new canceling equipment.  I try to have as many 
hand cancelled with first days as possible, thus the surcharge 
should not be applied to my mailing of OWA.  I feel fortunate 
to have escaped with my life for that remark.  So it is now 41c 
+ 17c for the second ounce (58c – less than the 63c previously 
paid) then + 39c surcharge for the envelope size = 90c.  I’ll 
need $1.07 for October.  Any 25c stamps being issued? 

 
Caroline 



  
 
The World of Neanderthal People 
By Barbara Soper  (Continued from page 1 ) 
 
 
The tools of the Neanderthal people were knapped from stone and flint into useful 
items.  A recent issue from Guinee-Bissau (Scott----) shows a Neanderthal man 
carefully examining the stones he is about to make into tools.  The hand axe and spear 
were the mainstay of Neanderthal tool kits, but they also needed sharp knives for 
cutting, scrapers for cleaning and de-hairing animal skins, and awls for piercing hides. 
Some of the hand-held tools used by Neanderthal man appear on a souvenir sheet 
from Gabon (Scott 685.) 

     
     Guinee Bissau 
     Non-Scott    

 
Gabon #685, Feb 14 1990 Axe, Knife Blade, Arrowhead, Double Axe 

 
 
The tools of the Neanderthal people 
were knapped from stone and flint 
into useful items.  A recent issue 
from Guinee-Bissau (not yet listed 
by Scott) shows a Neanderthal man 
carefully examining the stones he is 
about to make into tools.  The hand 
axe and spear were the mainstay of 
Neanderthal tool kits, but they also 
needed sharp knives for cutting, 
scrapers for cleaning and de-hairing 
animal skins, and awls for piercing 
hides. Some of the hand-held tools 
used by Neanderthal man appear on a 
souvenir sheet  from Gabon (Scott 
685). 

  
Evidence from Le Moustier, a 
Neanderthal tool-making site in France, 
suggests that Neanderthal tools were 
produced in certain areas, which may 
have been manufacturing complexes. 
From the Le Moustier site, we get the 
term “Mousterian tool tradition.”  Flakes 
of a predetermined shape could be 
removed from a single suitable stone 
and fashioned into cutting tools and 
weapons.  Those that made tools had to 
be experts in the properties, texture, and 
color of stone and flint. Toolmakers 
were no doubt highly regarded members 
of Neanderthal clans since success in 
dangerous hunts depended on the quality 
of their weapons. 
 

Below is a Neanderthal sculpting on a limestone block.  

 
Postcard from Chicago Natural History Museum 

(continued on page 4) 
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The World of Neanderthal People 
By Barbara Soper  (Continued from page 3 ) 
 

 
Palau 546-l, Mar 15, 00  

Although most Neanderthals were cave dwellers, the search for food required their 
hunting parties to travel far beyond their home base.  As they followed the herds, they 
erected temporary shelters of various kinds.  Some of the oldest shelters utilized a grass 
or bark covering over a framework of mammoth bones.  Others used a twig and branch 
framework overlaid by grasses and held down with boulders at the sides.  The later type 
of structure is shown on a stamp from Palau (Scott 546j.)  It also appears on a newly-
released souvenir sheet from Malawi (Scott-?#).                 

      
Malawi, issued 2006             Neanderthal Group Postcard from Chicago Natural History Museum 
 
Neanderthal people almost certainly had a language, but there is dispute whether it was a vocal language or a series 
of sounds accompanied by hand gestures.  Hunter- gatherers, organized into clans or tribes would have had need to 
communicate with each other.  This was especially true in the midst of a hunt, when an entire clan would have to 
close in and kill a ferocious animal.   Apparently,  Neanderthals  were  unable  to use  projectiles and had to fight in  
close with spears.  The coordination necessary from all members of the hunting party would have necessitated a 
language of some sort. 
    

 
United States, 3078, Woolly Mammoth, Jan 8, 1996 
 

The wooly mammoth, shown 
on a first day cover franked by 
United States (Scott 3078) was 
the most prized of Neanderthal 
hunting trophies.  The bravery 
and determination shown by 
Neanderthal people in 
confronting such gigantic 
behemoths with spears alone 
is truly remarkable.  But 
strategic planning always 
preceded a hunt.  The 
prehistoric hunters tried to 
corner large beasts in bogs, 
ravines, or closed-in places to 
give themselves a better 
chance to make the kill. 

                (continued on pg 5) 
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The World of Neanderthal People 
By Barbara Soper  (Continued from page 4 ) 
 

 
Jersey, 666-7, Paleolithic Hunters dragging Mammoth,  
April 5, 1994 
  

The wooly mammoth, if successfully hunted, could 
provide a Neanderthal clan with meat for several 
months.  The fat of the beast could provide oil for a 
multitude of purposes such as waterproofing footwear, 
making salves and ointments, providing a dressing to 
cure hides and furnishing fuel for long-burning torches. 
The mammoth was a beast as valuable to people of the 
Stone Age as whales would be to the seafarers of 
historic times.   

Once the mammoth was felled, imagine the teamwork required to butcher it, air-dry the meat, package up the 
enormous amounts of fat, and get everything loaded into woven grass or animal skin containers for transport back 
to the cave.  A pair of se-tenant stamps from Jersey (Scott 666 and 667) shows a prehistoric hunting party returning 
to their cave with a mammoth carcass in tow. Most of the butchering and drying would be done at the kill site to 
lessen the load of the party on the return trip to the cave. 
 
What did Neanderthal people do to combat illnesses and infirmities?  Hunter-gatherers had a keen eye for medicinal 
plants found in the natural environment.  They knew which plants or roots had narcotic properties to relieve pain, 
which could reduce fever, and which could aid digestion.  Usually, a medicine woman was responsible for selecting 
these plants and roots and keeping them on hand in a medicine bag.  Iza,  the Neanderthal medicine woman in  Jean 
Auel’s Clan of the Cave Bear had a medicine bag fashioned from the  pelt of a beaver.   Animal  skin  bags  go  far 

 
Botswana 335,  
June 18, 1983 

back in prehistory and were used for many purposes including cooking vessels, water 
bags, and tote bags. A modern day ox-hide milk bag appears on Botswana (Scott 335.)  
Medicine women could pull teeth too and maybe even fill them.  An astonishing article 
on Stone Age dentistry appeared in a recent issue of the Washington Post. 
  
The Neanderthal people were the first to bury their dead.  The use of red ochre played a 
prominent role in Neanderthal burials. Bones found at many Neanderthal burial sites 
were stained with the red pigment.  It is unknown if this furnished evidence of some sort 
of body painting or whether a red wrap originally covered the body but disintegrated with 
time, leaving its color on the bones.  Evidence of prehistoric pollen from Shanidar cave in 
northern Iraq indicated that Neanderthal people used flowers in burial rites. 

 
What religious ceremonies, if any, took place at Neanderthal burials is a matter of speculation.  A shaman or 
magician, acting as an intermediary between the clan and the spirit world, may have officiated. 
 

 
Lesotho, Scott #62,  
Nov 1,  1968 
 
Page  # 5                                              
  

    
Considering the cold and hostile environment that they lived in, Neanderthals exercised 
great stamina and ingenuity in just staying alive.  Their short arms and squat bodies put 
them at a disadvantage in using projectiles which was not shared by their Cro-Magnon 
successors.  Modern humans, migrating from Africa in a great wave around 45,000 years 
ago, were taller and had longer arms.  They could use projectiles to kill ferocious animals 
at a distance.  A cave painting of a javelin thrower is shown on Lesotho (Scott #62.)  
Projectiles diminished the threat to hunters from savage beasts which could kill or maul 
them, as they often did with Neanderthal hunters.  This gave the anatomically modern 
humans a huge advantage in the struggle for survival.   
 

(continued on pg 6) 
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The World of Neanderthal People 
By Barbara Soper  (Continued from page 5 ) 
 

        
Cuba 3880 Neanderthal, Oct 30, ‘97   Cuba 3881 Cro-Magnon, Oct 30, ‘97 
 

What was the fate of the Neanderthals?  
Sad to say, extinction.  But it did not 
happen precipitously. Two stamps from 
Cuba (Scott 3880 and 3881) show 
artist’s depictions of Neanderthal and 
Cro-Magnon man.  In many places, 
there was a period of thousands of years 
of seeming coexistence between the two 
groups.   There  was  even  a tool culture 

that seemed to combine Mousterian and Aurignacian (modern human) technologies in tool making.  If the two 
groups lived side by side in Asia, Europe, and the Levant, as late as 30,000 years ago, what was their attitude 
toward one another?  We probably will never know for certain.  All we know is that modern humans started coming 
in record numbers.  The Neanderthals, who were there only in small numbers, eventually disappeared. 
  
What are some possibilities regarding the Neanderthal demise?  The older culture may have been unable to adjust 
to rapid climate change. Neanderthals were Ice Age people who may have been unable to adapt to the onset of 
suddenly warmer temperatures.  The newcomers from Africa may have brought with them new tropical diseases, to 
which the Neanderthals had no natural immunities, and led to their demise.  The Cro-Magnons could have waged 
war against the Neanderthals, eventually exterminating them.  The Cro-Magnons and Neanderthals could have 
lived side by side and interbred, absorbing the smaller population into the larger.  The recent discovery of a child’s  
skeleton in a rock shelter north of Lisbon, Portugal is possible proof of the later scenario.  The child showed both 
Neanderthal and Cro-Magnon traits.  The find was described in the July/August 2000 issue of Archaeology 
magazine. 
 

 
Neanderthal Family Group, Postcard from Chicago Natural History Museum 

A new development may hold the key 
to discovering more about 
Neanderthals, their relation to modern 
man, and the mystery of their demise.  
At the Max Planck Institute for 
Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, 
Germany, there is an attempt afoot to 
crack the Neanderthal genome.  Using 
a 38,000 year-old fragment of 
fossilized Neanderthal bone, scientists 
are trying to reconstruct Neanderthal 
DNA.  If we can understand more 
about Neanderthal genetics, the 
scientists feel, we can know more 
about how modern man differed from 
Neanderthals.   

 
Neanderthals and our human forebears started as equals hundreds of thousands of years ago but took different 
evolutionary paths. Then one group rose to global dominance while the other disappeared.  Let’s hope the research 
provides some answers to one of science’s enduring mysteries.    
 
For more information on Neanderthal research and history, The American Museum of Natural History (NYC) 
www.amnh.org   NOVA had a TV special January 22, 2002 which must be available on DVD "Neanderthals on 
Trial,"  BBC News had an interesting article on the research being done on Neanderthal DNA right now in Europe. 
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Lepcis Magna, UNESCO World Heritage Site (Since 1982) 
By Caroline Scannell 
 

    
Tripolitania (Italy), Roman Ruins of Lepcis Magna 
Scott #C16, Dec 7, 1931  

 
 
Lepcis Magna is a World Heritage site on the 
Mediterranean coast of Africa, near Al Khums in Libya. 
Originally founded by the Phoenicians in the 10th Century 
BC as a trading port, it became a Punic city controlled by 
Carthage in 6 BC.  In 202 BC the Romans defeated 
Carthage in the Second Punic War, and Lepcis Magna 
became part of the new Roman province of Africa 
Proconsularis around 23 BC.  Emperor Trajan (98-117 AD) 
made Lepcis a colonia, a Roman colony with full Roman 
citizenship rights for the city’s population, in AD 109.  

 
The early Roman period saw the construction of the basic harbor and a forum. The city flourished under the rule 
and patronage of Septimus Severus (193-211 AD), who was born in Lepcis Magna itself and was the only Roman 
ruler to have been born in Africa. Most of the major buildings at Lepcis date from his time. 
 
Because most of the Lepcis Magna’s fortified walls had been destroyed, the city was covered by sand over time. In 
the dry desert climate, the sand preserved much of the ruins of Lepcis Magna. 
 
Roman Ruins of Lepcis Magna.  

            
Roman Arch  Columns of the Basilica 
Scott #B54,  Tripolitania (Italy) 
Nov. 27, 1930.  Scott #C8 1931. 

Archaeological excavations in Lepcis Magna have 
unearthed several layers of ruins that show various periods 
of occupation at the site.   
 
Initially, the city’s fortified walls saved it from being plun-
dered, but Roman authority in North Africa had grown so 
weak that the Roman governor in the region would not help 
unless the city provided camels and provisions for his army.  
 
In 365 an earthquake caused severe damage to Lepcis 
Magna, but the greatest blow to the city’s prosperity came 
with the invasion of a Germanic tribe called the Vandals 
about 455.  
 

Sacked by Berber tribes in 523 AD it was abandoned and quickly reclaimed by the 
desert. Although it provided a source of building materials to various pillagers 
throughout history, it was not excavated until the 1920s.   
 
By 533 Lepcis Magna had become part of the Byzantine Empire. During this period of 
upheaval, much of Lepcis Magna was abandoned. By the time Arabs controlled the 
region in 642 the city was almost empty.  
 
Between 1920 and World War II (1939-1945), when Libya was an Italian colony, 
Italian authorities began to excavate the city. This work was continued by the British 
after the war, and since then many well preserved Roman ruins have been discovered. 
 

 
Trajan's Arch. 
Libya Scott #292 
Dec 24, 1965 
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Lepcis Magna, UNESCO World Heritage Site (Since 1982) 
By Caroline Scannell                             (Cont’d from page 7) 
 

    
Ruins of the Roman Arena at Leptis Magna.        Ruins of the Roman Basilica at Leptis Magna 

            Libya Scott # 1175, Feb 10, 1984.       Libya Scott #1177, Feb 10, 1984 
 

    
Souvenir sheet. Roman Mosaics found in Lepcis Magna. The 
first row shows gladiators, the middle row shows musicians, 
and the bottom row shows hunters. Libya #1148, Dec 1, 1983. 

Underneath the remains of a large theater built in the 1st 
century AD is a cemetery probably dating from the 4th or 
3rd century BC.  Particularly well-preserved are 2nd and 
early 3rd century Roman buildings that include the 
elaborate Hadrianic Baths as well the remains of the 
forum and basilica erected during the era of Emperor 
Septimius Severus. The 3rd century Hunting Baths, 
named for a fresco, (Scott #1148) are also in remarkable 
condition. More recent discoveries have included a 
Roman house with an extensive underground water 
system that provides new glimpses into the everyday life 
of residents of Lepcis Magna. 
 
Since its discovery and excavation the incredible 
remains of this city (one of the best preserved Roman 
cities) have attracted less attention than they deserve - 
especially since the political situation in Libya has made 
travel to the site difficult and tourism a virtual 
impossibility. 

 
 

New 7 Wonders of the World Named 
CNN July 8, 2007 
The new seven wonders of the world were named Saturday following an online vote that generated server-crushing 
traffic in its final hours.  The final tally produced this list of the world's top human-built wonders: 
• The Great Wall of China 
• Petra in Jordan 
• Brazil's statue of Christ the Redeemer 
• Peru's Machu Picchu 
• Mexico's Chichen Itza pyramid  
• The Colosseum in Rome 
• India's Taj Mahal 
Before the vote ended Friday, organizers said more than 90 million votes had been cast for 21 sites.  

(continued on page 9) 
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New 7 Wonders of the World Named               (continued from page 8) 
    Voting at the Web site, www.new7wonders.com, 
ended at 6 p.m. ET Friday, July 6th. Traffic was so 
heavy Friday that the site was crashing at times.  One 
message urged voters to use text messages as an 
alternative form of voting. "Keep on voting, as it is 
your votes that decide the New 7 Wonders of the 
World," the message said. 
     The new wonders were announced at a star-
studded event Saturday in Lisbon, Portugal, that 
featured performances by Jennifer Lopez and Chaka 
Khan. The event was hosted by Oscar winners Hilary 
Swank and Ben Kingsley as well as Bollywood star 
Bipasha Basu. 
     The oldest candidate was Britain's Stonehenge; the 
newest was Australia's Sydney Opera House. The 
U.S. Statue of Liberty also was among the choices. 
To be considered for the competition, all structures 
had to be built or discovered before 2000.  Of the 
seven ancient wonders of the world, only one remains 
standing today, the Pyramids of Giza in Egypt. 
     Some nations have enthusiastically endorsed the 
new wonders campaign. Brazilian President Luiz 

Inacio Lula da Silva and Jordan's Queen Rania 
actively promoted their countries' hopefuls.  But the 
new wonders campaign hasn't been universally 
recognized.  UNESCO issued a statement saying it 
has "no link whatsoever" to the vote. 
     Egypt's top antiquities expert also objected to the 
list. He said Egypt's pyramids are a "symbol of the 
genius of the ancient people" -- and are above any 
sort of online poll.  As a result, the organizers struck 
up a compromise. The pyramids have been assured 
honorary status, in addition to the new seven 
wonders. 
     The new wonders project was the brainchild of 
Swiss businessman Bernard Weber. He said he 
wanted to invite the people of the world to take part 
in selecting the world's greatest wonders.  "So that 
everybody can decide what the new seven wonders 
should be and not some government, not some 
individuals, not some institutions," he said.  
     In all, this effort has managed to bring culture out 
of the museum -- out of the dusty, dry academic 
corners -- and have people talk about it. 

 
Eds. Note:  Only Petra has been covered in this journal.  The Great Wall certainly qualifies as ancient, as does the Colosseum 
in Rome.  The Taj Mahal, built between 1632-48 is too modern.  With Peru's Machu Picchu and  Mexico's Chichen Itza 
pyramid we coma up against the question that has been bandied back and forth for the last 3 years; should we cover the 
Americas?  If anyone out there has an opinion why we should or why we should not, I’d like to hear from you. 
 

New Digs 
 
Austria

 100th anniversary Homo  
heidelbergensis,  2007 
 
China 

 
Qing Dynasty Tombs, 2007 
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Denmark 

 
National Museum Artifacts, 2007 
 
Peru 

 
Inca Temples, issued 2007 
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More New Digs 
 
Peru       Spain 

     
Peruvian Cultural artifacts, issued 2007   Roman Architecture, Mosaic & Roman Baths 
       Scott 3483-4,  March 8, 2007 
Tunis 

 
Archeological Sites & Monuments issued 2007 
 
Vietnam 

 
World Heritage Sites, Caves, issued 2006 or 2007 
 

Also of interest: 
Iraq 2004 issue found on Ebay first day cover franked  
with the U S Occupation stamps of Iraq 

 
FDC cradle of civilization, this FDC is made under Anglo- 
American occupation of Iraq. 

 

From previous New Digs 
Scott Numbers now available: 

 
Syria Scott #1601, Aug 1, 2006 

           
South Africa Scott #C77 Nov 10, 2006 
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Letters to the Editor 
 
Sent:  Saturday, May 26, 2007 5:11 PM 
Dear Caroline: 
I can’t thank you enough for promoting us in the 
latest bulletin.  It came as a big surprise.  We 
appreciate your 
Thinking of us.  We advertised your website on our 
links page.  I hope it culminates a few new members. 
Again our thanks and best regards, 
Mary Rathvone 
Keimar Stamps 
P O Box 2677, Garden Grove, CA 92842 – USA 
Website:   www.keimarstamps.com 
 
5/6/07 
I received and enjoyed very much your interesting 
newsletter -- especially the article on Zheng He. Now 
I won't research that subject as it has been very well 
done by Vincemt Benkovitz.  Hugh Johnston 

5/3/07 
Dear Ms. Scannell,  The April issue brightened the 
mailbox, as your mailings always do. I particularly 
enjoyed the study of ADM Zheng He, as I like East 
Asian themes. One small technicality you might 
assist with is that pp. 9-10, that one sheet, are 
missing. To save on postage, perhaps you could post 
an image of it on the OWASU website, and then it 
can be downloaded by members.  Thank you for your 
consideration.  Gerald J. Gallagher 
 
5/7/07 
Dear Ms. Scannell,  Your welcome envelope has 
come to hand, and the illustrations add to the ADM 
Zheng He study. Your exceptional speed of reply is 
appreciated, and I look forward to all the future 
issues.  Gerald J. Gallagher 

 
 

Archaeology Today 
 

Eds. Note:  Before we begin this section, I have recently read; in Linns Stamp News of all places that Mr. Zahi 
Hawass, the Supreme Council for Antiquities will refuse the depiction of the pyramids on any list or other 
publication.  Since Egypt is represented twice on such lists, and such groups of stamps, with the Pyramids and the 
Lighthouse of Alexandria, I am content to sit back and let the fur fly.  Mr. Hawass always makes Egyptology 
interesting.  An article on the New 7 Wonders appears on pages 8 & 9 of this issue.  Page 13 carries part of Linns’ article. 
 
Mystery Mummy is Lost Female Pharaoh

 
Egypt 1926. Battleship of Queen  
Hatshepsut. 
 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP)  The mummy of an obese woman, who likely suffered 
from diabetes and liver cancer, has been identified as that of Queen 
Hatshepsut, Egypt's most powerful female pharaoh, Egyptian archaeologists 
said June 20th.  Hatshepsut, who ruled Egypt in the 15th century B.C., was 
known for dressing like a man and wearing a false beard. But when her rule 
ended, all traces of her mysteriously disappeared, including her mummy. 
Discovered in 1903 in the Valley of the Kings, the mummy was left on site 
until two months ago, when it was brought to the Cairo Museum for testing, 
Egypt's antiquities chief Zahi Hawass said. 

     DNA bone samples taken from the mummy's pelvic bone and femur are being compared with the mummy of 
Queen Hatshepsut's grandmother, Ahmes Nefertari, said molecular geneticist Yehia Zakaria Gad, who was part of 
Hawass' team.  The mummy identified as Hatshepsut shows an obese woman, who died in her 50s, probably had 
diabetes and is also believed to have had liver cancer, Hawass said. Her left hand is positioned against her chest, in 
a traditional sign of royalty in ancient Egypt. 
     The discovery, announced at the museum in Cairo, has not been independently reviewed by other experts.  
While scientists are still matching those mitochondrial DNA sequences preliminary results were very encouraging.  
Hawass also said that a molar found in a jar with some of the queen's embalmed organs perfectly matched the 
mummy.  "We are 100 percent certain" the mummy is that of Hatshepsut, Hawass told The Associated Press. 
     Hawass has led the search for Hatshepsut since a year ago, setting up a DNA lab in the basement of the Cairo 
Museum with an international team of scientists. The study was funded by the Discovery channel, which is to  
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Archaeology Today 
Mystery Mummy is Lost Female Pharaoh   (continued from previous page)
broadcast an exclusive documentary on it in July.  Molecular biologist Scott Woodward, director of the Sorenson 
Molecular Genealogy Foundation in Salt Lake City, was cautious ahead of the announcement.  "It's a very difficult 
process to obtain DNA from a mummy," said Woodward, who has done such research. With female mummies, the 
most common type of DNA to look for is the mitochondrial DNA that reveals maternal lineage, Woodward said.  
"What possible other mummies are out there, they would have to be related to Hatshepsut," he said. "It's a difficult 
process, but the recovery of DNA from 18th Dynasty mummies is certainly possible." 
     Molecular biologist Paul Evans of the Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, said the discovery could 
indeed be remarkable. "Hatshepsut is an individual who has a unique place in Egypt's history. To have her 
identified is on the same magnitude as King Tut's discovery,"  Hatshepsut is believed to have stolen the throne from 
her young stepson, Thutmose III. Her rule of about 21 years was the longest among ancient Egyptian queens, 
ending in 1453 BC. Hatshepsut's funerary temple is located in ancient Thebes, on the west bank of the Nile in 
today's Luxor, a multi-collonaded sandstone temple built to serve as tribute to her power. Surrounding it are the 
Valley of Kings and the Valley of the Queens, the burial places of Egypt's pharaohs and their wives. 
     After Hatshepsut's death, her name was obliterated from the records in what is believed to have been her 
stepson's revenge.  She was one of the most prolific builder pharaohs of ancient Egypt, commissioning hundreds of 
projects throughout both Upper and Lower Egypt. Almost every major museum in the world today has a collection 
of Hatshepsut statuary.  British archaeologist Howard Carter worked on excavating Hatshepsut's tomb before 
discovering the tomb of the boy-king, Tutankhamun, whose treasure of gold has become a symbol of ancient 
Egypt's splendor. 
June 28, 2007 Copyright 2007 The Associated Press.All rights reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
 
China's Earliest Modern Human 
   The remains of one of the earliest modern humans to inhabit eastern Asia have been unearthed at the Tianyuan 
Cave, near Beijing. Researchers found 34 bone fragments belonging to a single individual. Radiocarbon dates, 
obtained directly from the bones, show the person lived between 42,000 and 39,000 years ago. 
     The Tianyuan remains display diagnostic features of modern H. sapiens. But Erik Trinkaus and his colleagues 
argue, controversially, that the bones also display features characteristic of earlier human species, such as relatively 
large front teeth. The most likely explanation, they argue, is interbreeding between early modern humans emerging 
from Africa and the archaic populations they encountered in Europe and Asia. Other palaeoanthropologists say that 
some of these features are simply retained from ancient African ancestors.  Most genetic evidence gathered from 
present-day humans does not appear to support significant interbreeding between modern humans from Africa and 
archaics.   The researchers' analysis of the bones has revealed several interesting details about the Tianyuan 
individual's lifestyle. The person's age at death was estimated by how much the teeth had worn down. This put the 
individual in their late 40s or 50s. But the lack of a pelvis among the remains means that it is not possible to say 
with any certainty what sex the human was. The Tianyuan specimen shows several signs of disease. The individual 
had lost a number of teeth before death, not unusual considering age. The researchers also identified several lesions, 
or growths, on the leg bones, which appear to have been caused by a condition affecting the muscle attachments 
around both knees. Whatever condition these were caused by, however, it does not appear to have disabled the 
person, because the remainder of the leg bones suggest they kept active. The single toe bone which was unearthed 
suggests the individual wore shoes, pushing back the earliest known evidence for footwear by about 10,000 years. 
     An earlier study by Professor Trinkaus shows that human small toes became weaker during the stage of 
prehistory known as the Upper Palaeolithic, and that this can probably be attributed to the adoption of sturdy shoes. 
The invention of rugged shoes reduced humans' reliance on strong, flexile toes to grip and balance. 
Sources:  BBC News, EurekAlert! (2 April 2007) 
 
King Herod's Tomb Unearthed, Israeli University Claims  
JERUSALEM (AP) -- An Israeli archaeologist has found the tomb of King Herod, the legendary builder of ancient 
Jerusalem and the Holy Land, according to Hebrew University.  The tomb is at a site called Herodium, a flattened 
hilltop in the Judean Desert, clearly visible from southern Jerusalem.Herod built a palace on the hill,and researchers 
discovered his burial site there. The university had hoped to keep the find secret a few days, when it planned a news 
 
Page  # 12                                                                            The Old World Archaeologist  / July  2007 

http://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html#AP


  
 
Archaeology Today 
King Herod's Tomb Unearthed, Israeli University Claims (continued) 
conference to disclose the find in detail, but the Haaretz newspaper found out about the discovery and published an 
article on its Web site. 
     Herod became the ruler of the Holy Land under the Romans around 37 BC. The wall he built around the Old 
City of Jerusalem still stands.  He also ordered big construction projects in Caesaria, Jericho, the hilltop fortress of 
Massada and other sites.  Herod died in 4 BC in Jericho. 
    It has long been assumed Herod was buried at Herodium, but decades of excavations had failed to turn up the 
site. The 1st century historian Josephus Flavius described the tomb and Herod's funeral procession. Haaretz said the 
tomb was found by archaeologist Ehud Netzer, a Hebrew University professor who has been working at Herodium 
since 1972. The tomb was in a previously unexplored area between the two palaces Herod built on the site.  
    Herodium was one of the last strong points held by Jewish rebels fighting against the Romans, and it was 
conquered and destroyed by Roman troops in AD 71, a year after they destroyed the Second Temple in Jerusalem. 
Copyright May 7, 2007 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 
 
Archaelogists Find Ancient Egypt's Gold Source 

 

An ancient gold-processing and panning camp has been discovered by archaeologists along 
the Nile River about 800 miles (1,287 kilometers) south of Cairo that is thought to be the 
first physical evidence of where Egypt obtained its vast gold resources. 
    The archaeologists people called Kushites, who ruled Nubia – todays northern Sudan -- 
gathered gold at the site from about 2000 BC to 1500 BC and used it to trade with Egypt. 
"Based on what we've found, the kingdom of Kush was significantly larger and more 
powerful than anyone thought,” said Geoff Emberling; an archaeologist at the University  

of Chicago's Oriental Institute and co-leader of the expedition. Emberling explained most other clues of the 
Kushite's influence have been inferred from written Egyptian records.   If Kushites were processing gold way out 
here, more than 200 miles from their capital city Kerma, there had to have been good logistics and discipline.  You 
can only imagine the chaos of an unattended gold mining operation.  
    The archaeologists think the Kushite rulers in Kerma ultimately used the gold as leverage against the powerful 
Egyptians, who eventually took over the weakened Nubian kingdom with military might by 1500 BC. The kingdom 
of Kush and the Egyptians were close trading buddies, but Egypt had three classic enemies: the Asiatics, the 
Libyans and the Kushites. Their cultures clashed, and the Kushites had more resources available to them, which the 
Egyptians wanted.  There is still a lot to learn from the new site, but all archaeological teams in the area are 
hurrying to excavate a 100-mile stretch of the Nile, which will flood in about a year.  "There's a dam being built just 
upstream, and it's almost done. About 2,500 sites no one has even touched are going to be destroyed," Emberling 
said. "We have only one more season to salvage these sites, and that's it. In spite of all the work we're doing, we're 
going to lose an enormous amount of history."            Editor: Gareth Dodd   Xinhuanet, Beijing -- June 21, 2007 
*Editor’s note:  Why hasn’t a ruckus been raised similar to that of the mid-1960s when the Aswan High Dam was 
being built?  Why hasn’t UNESCO become involved with saving these sites?  Is it because Sudan is Black African? 
 
Egypt:  No Pyramids on any Seven Wonders Stamps 
Egypt will not allow the ancient pyramids of Giza to be shown on stamps promoting the seven new wonders of the 
world, according to news reports carried by AP, AKI and other news agencies. 
     The pyramids are the only wonder from the original list of seven ancient wonders of the world still in existence.  
A campaign to determine the new sever wonders was started in 1999 by Swiss filmmaker and adventurer Bernard 
Weber.  The results of the campaign will be announced in July in Portugal.   
     Weber founded the New7Wonders Foundation in 2001.  Egypt wants to try to head off any set that might picture 
the pyramids.  “The pyramids are not to be exploited for commercial gain”, said Zahi Hawass, the director of 
Egypt’s Superior Council for Antiquities.  How Egypt would enforce such a declaration is not known.  Hawass also 
said, “The council totally rejects any attempt to put the pyramids, the wonder of world wonders and the only 
wonder which still exists, on a postage stamp or to be included in a commercial  competition which is not subject to 
scientific criteria.”    Linns Stamp News, June 25, 2007 
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Archaeology Today 
Bridging London's Lost Centuries  
Two very different finds, dug up close to each other by Trafalgar Square, shine new light on the greatest puzzle of 
London archaeology - the "silent" centuries after Roman rule.  That the skeleton of "London's Last Roman" - or 
anything ancient and unknown - can be discovered in 2006 in Trafalgar Square is remarkable, but when it comes to 
yielding secrets, the square's church, St Martin-in-the-Fields, has a long record.  
     When the present church was being built in the 18th Century a body was found in a reused Roman stone coffin. 
And in the 13th Century the authorities had to step in after treasure hunters ransacked the then church in search of 
"a gold hoard".  In 2006 it was assumed that the man in a limestone coffin - dug up in the space between Victorian 
burial vaults and the church's boundary - was also a later burial in a reused Roman sarcophagus. His head had been 
lost, probably in the 19th century.  
     When the result of the radio carbon dating came back from the lab in Florida to which a small bone had been 
sent with 70% certainty, it said, the Last Roman had died some time between 390 and 430 AD.  To enthusiasts, the 
midpoint stood out - 410, the year that the hard-pressed Roman empire abandoned all claims to Britain. It was not a 
later burial at all. Suddenly, says Francis Grew, senior curator at the Museum of London, there was "huge interest" 
in the find. "We can say with some confidence that this is the latest scientifically dated burial from Roman 
London," he says. Just meters away from where the coffin was discovered was something else which, if dug up in 
the garden, would probably be thrown away - a squashed, grey pot, hand-molded, not made on a wheel, and with a 
crude decoration of lines and punch-marks.  Grew expected the Anglo-Saxon experts to show interest in the later 
Saxon jewellery found on the site. Instead they went straight for the pot lying in fragments - grey and nondescript 
but massively important. A type of pottery used by the earliest Saxon immigrants from northern Germany, it is 
dated to about 500AD - the earliest near-complete Saxon pot to have been discovered in central London.  
     This made the St Martin's dig hugely significant, shining a new light on the mystery of London's lost centuries.  
In the 450 years following the end of Roman rule in 410 London became the seat of an English bishopric. Bede in 
the 730s called it "a mart of many nations".   So why could archaeologists find almost no evidence that London was 
inhabited at that time?  It was not until the 1980s that they realized they had been looking in the wrong place.  The 
Anglo-Saxon London, Lundenwic, was not on the site of Roman London - what is now the City - but in the West 
End, around Aldwych, the Strand and Trafalgar Square. Then objects and traces of buildings which had already 
been found in these places began to make sense.  

 
Anglo-Saxon (Lundenwic)  
was west of Roman Londinium 

     However, there was a 200-year gap. Even Lundenwic remains could not be 
dated to before the seventh century.  With the latest Roman burial and the earliest 
Saxon pot found within meters of each other, the gap has narrowed to just 90 
years - and set everyone thinking about what it means for the transition from 
Roman to English London and the significance of the St Martin's site.  The site 
was surely a prominent place in ancient times - raised up above the Thames with 
views back to the ancient walls of Londinium and down towards what is now 
Whitehall and Westminster. Its reputation as a place where treasure could be 
found was still notorious in the 13th Century.  

     One thing Grew is sure of is that enough remained of the cemetery in which the Last Roman lay and other 
graves now lost, to make it clear that this was a very special place. "Anyone coming there in 500 would have been 
aware of the notable remains - perhaps a brick mausoleum crumbling away," he says. A Roman brick-kiln has also 
been found nearby.  If there was a religious, sacred site, could it have been Christian? When the Last Roman died, 
Christianity had been officially favored in the Roman Empire for decades - yet there are few Christian remains 
from Roman Britain and no identifiable churches in Roman London. For the vicar of St Martin's, Nicholas Holtam, 
the discovery of the burial of the Last Roman is a moving experience. The man was a contemporary of St Martin 
himself, Holtam points out, and he believes there are signs that it may well have been a Christian burial.  
This raises the possibility that St Martin's (first recorded in the 13th Century) has been a sacred site for much longer 
than we previously thought. He recognises that the evidence must be looked at scientifically, but adds: "I'd love it to 
be proved that this was a Christian site dating back to 410."  
The Last Roman and the pot are both in The Missing Link display at the Museum of London until 8 August.  
Trevor Timpson, BBC News  Monday, June 4, 2007 
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Of Cats & Men  
Friendly felines first cozied up to humans in the lands of modern Saudi Arabia and Israel at least 9,500 years ago, 
not in Egypt as commonly thought, an international team of researchers reported yesterday.  The new study, 
published in the online edition of the journal Science, provides genetic evidence that confirms the Near Eastern 
origin of domestic cats, the Los Angeles Times reported. 'This was much earlier than Egyptian civilization,' said 
geneticist Carlos Driscoll, lead author of the study and a graduate student at the University of Oxford in England. 
(6/29/07) NEWSDAY: 
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Working Replica of Noah's Ark Opens 
SCHAGEN, Netherlands - The massive central door in the side of Noah's Ark was thrown open Saturday - you  
could say it was the first time in 4,000 years - drawing a crowd of curious pilgrims and townsfolk to behold the 
wonder. Of course, it's only a replica of the biblical Ark, built by Dutch creationist Johan Huibers as a testament to  
his faith in the literal truth of the Bible.  
    Reckoning by the old biblical measurements, Johan's fully functional ark is 150 cubits long, 30 cubits high and 
20 cubits wide. That's two-thirds the length of a football field and as high as a three-story house.  
Life-size models of giraffes, elephants, lions, crocodiles, zebras, bison and other animals greet visitors as they 
arrive in the main hold.   "The design is by my wife, Bianca," Huibers said. "She didn't really want me to do this at 
all, but she said if you're going to anyway, it should look like this."  
    A contractor by trade, Huibers built the ark of cedar and pine - biblical scholars debate exactly what the wood 
used by Noah would have been. Huibers did the work mostly with his own hands, using modern tools and 
occasional help from his son Roy. Construction began in May 2005. 
    On the uncovered top deck - not quite ready in time for the opening - will come a petting zoo, with baby lambs 
and chickens, and goats, and one camel.  Visitors on the first day were stunned.  "It's past comprehension," said 
Mary Starosciak, who happened to be bicycling by with her husband while on vacation when they saw the ark 
looming over the local landscape. "I knew the story of Noah, but I had no idea the boat would have been so big."  
    In fact, Noah's Ark as described in the Bible was five times larger than Johan's Ark.  Exhibits on the third level 
show ancient tools and old-fashioned barrels, exotic stuffed animals, and a wax model of an exhausted Noah 
reclining on a bed in the forecastle.  Genesis says Noah kept seven pairs of most domesticated animals and one 
breeding pair of all other creatures, plus his wife, three sons and three daughters-in-law together on the boat for 
almost a year while the world was deluged. 
By TOBY STERLING  AP (April 28) 
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