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New Digs:  Zeugma 
On July 5th 2005 Turkey issued a set of stamps depicting mosaics found at Zeugma.  Since I was coming 
across a plethora of information about Roman mosaics at the time, I went online to research the topic.  I also 
found some photos of the mosaics these images may have been taken from, which follow at the end of this 
short article. 

       
KING OF EUPHRATES ACHELOOS      AKHILLEUS MOSAIC  OCEANOS and TETHYS MOSAÝC 
 

 
THE GYPSY GIRL MOSAIC 

Four stamps were issued in 3 different values in the new currency, 
each depicting a different area of the mosaic. 
 
Turkey’s southeast province of Gaziantep (15 miles from present 
day Syria),is known today for its industrial areas and pistachio nuts. 
The nuts are their sole source of income.  However, the village’s 
main asset is the ruins of the ancient city of Zeugma, which has 
stayed buried beneath the pistachio groves for nearly two thousand 
years. 

 
Carchemish was an important state following the fall of the Hittite Empire to the "Peoples of the Sea" in the 
twelfth century BC.  The ancient city of Zeugma - or rather two cities - on each side of the river, Seleuceia and 
Apamea - was founded in 300 BC by Seleucus I Nicator, one of Alexander´s generals who had been made satrap 
of Babylon.   In AD 198 the Treaty of Apamea was signed whereby the Seleucids gave control to Rome. 
 
Zeugma played a dominant role in the area until it fell to the Assyrians, probably in the ninth century BC.  The 
city was originally named for the general and called “Selevkaya Euphrates.”  In 64BC Zeugma was conquered 
and ruled by Roman Empire.  With this shift in governance the name of the city was changed to Zeugma to 
mean “bridge-passage.”   
 
During Roman rule, the city became one of the attractions in the region.  Zeugma was on the Silk Road 
connecting Antioch to China with a quay on the river Euphrates.  
 
In AD256 Zeugma was invaded and fully destroyed by the Sassanian King, Sapur I. The invasion was so 
dramatic that Zeugma city was never able to recover. Additionally, a violent earthquake hit the city and buried it 
beneath rubble. Zeugma never regained the prosperity it had during Roman rule.     

(continued on page 3)    
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From the Editor: 
Well, Washington 2006 is now history.  I am writing this a 
week after returning.  We got one new member and I 
welcome   Mr. Stan Raugh to OWASU.  It was good to see 
so many of you, especially Ms. Yan Wu of NYC who 
dropped by the ATA table to see me though she had to 
leave before our society meeting.   
 
There was one topical exhibit (in French) that might fall 
into archaeology, titled “Worship of the Sun”, which 
garnered a Gold.  It had sun temples from around the world 
that have been depicted on philatelic elements.  The most 
striking article (for me) was a maximum card of the Abu 
Simbel temple.  I really need to get one, or two.   
 
All the government postal representatives were in one area, 
away from the dealers. Booths for the Arab countries were 
clustered in one corner, so they were easy to hit in one day.  
Two girls were giving out dates!  REAL ones like you get 
in places like Morocco.   
 
Among the items found in my “goodie” bags (items I got 
free!) was a CD catalogue of stamps from various Arab 
countries.  The entire issues of Palestine are on it, but only 
2 years of countries like Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 
Kuwait, etc.   
 
I had so much stuff to bring back, I shipped much of it and 
it took several weeks before everything ended up at my 
house.  Then I was faced with “where to put it all?”   
 
The OWASU meeting at the show was followed by a few 
people having dinner together at the Capital City Brewery.  
Not the one in the Postal Museum, there’s another near the 
Convention Center.   
 
Since Merle Farrington is not only the President of 
OWASU but acting Secretary/Treasurer as well, in this 
issue his President’s Message is the Secretary’s Notes from 
Washington. 
 
Next issue will contain our updated bylaws, incorporating 
such things as electronic media and the privacy act, which 
did not exist 25 years ago.   
 
I cornered as many potential writers as possible for articles, 
OWASU members or not!  And hope to be bringing you 
some information on “Classical Civilizations”.  Are you 
SURE they’re not Egypt and China but Greece and Rome? 
 
 

Caroline 
 



New Digs:  Zeugma  (continued from page 1) 
 

          

 
At left is a mosaic 
depicting Ariadne.  
Regrettably a large 
section of this mosaic 
was stolen in June 
1998.   
In September/October 
1996 excavations were 
made in the valley, 
below the road and 
near the 400 meter 
contour.  A villa - 
previously excavated 
in part by David 
Kennedy - was 
uncovered and some 
mosaics were found.

 
 
In AD256 Zeugma was invaded and fully destroyed 
by the Sassanian King, Sapur I. The invasion was 
so dramatic that Zeugma city was never able to 
recover. Additionally, a violent earthquake hit the 
city and buried it beneath rubble. Zeugma never  
 

 
 
regained the prosperity it had during Roman rule.  
During the 5th and 6th Centuries the city fell under 
Early Byzantine domination, but as a result of 
ongoing Arab raids the city was abandoned. Later, 
in the 10th and 12th centuries a small Abbassid 
population settled in Zeugma.  

The excavation in Zeugma took place in the region 
that went under the waters once the Birecik Dam 
has been completed as of Oct.4. 2000.  The first 
excavations started in 1987 and in 1992 systematic 
excavations started.  
Starring in May 1999 excavations were carried on 
nonstop until Oct.4.2000 After the are completion 
of in regions A & B plans were to start the 
excavations in section C which is believed to 
consist of official buildings. This region will be dug 
to form an open air museum.  It is still not clear 
who will do the excavations and how and by whom 
it will be supported financially.  Packard 
Humanities Institute is still waiting for a reply from 
the Turkish Ministry Of Culture after making a 
suggestion of 50 million dollars for the excavation 
in region C and forming the open air museum. They 
have already provided a 5 million dollars 
contribution.  Some of the mosaics have been 
moved to the garden of the Gaziantep Museum. 

 
The water to put out the fires lit by the 
Parthians in Zeugma has finally arrived, 
albeit delayed by some 1750 years. It has, 
however, brought a further disaster in its 
wake.  (By Ozgen ACAR - Turkish journalist 
 

 
Site of main excavations at Zeugma 
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Roman Germany 
By Caroline Scannell 

 

The Roman occupation of southwest Germany 
dates from 15 BC. This was the beginning of the 
Alpine Campaign, in which Drusus and Tiberius, 
the adopted sons of Caesar Augustus, brought the 
foothills of the Alps under Roman rule. Together 
with the left bank of the Rhine, conquered by 
Julius Caesar, the area was intended to serve as 
the starting point for the conquest of Germania.  

In the year AD 7 Publius Quinctilius Varus became Governor of the occupied Germanic area. Rome assumed 
the conquered lands would become a normal Province, however, they did not reckon with the German’s 
resistance. 
 
In AD 9, a Germanic tribe attacked the Roman army. In the Battle of the Teutoburger Forest the large Roman 
army suffered a devastating defeat. Varus committed suicide and far away in Rome, Ceasar Augustus 
lamented: "Varus, Varus return my legions". 
 

 
First Day Cover with Special Cancel Roman Artifacts 
July 14, 1976, Scott #1218-21 

. 

 
Registered First Day Cover with Special Cancel, stamp 
depicts a Bronze Centaur’s head Scott #1260. 

 
Following the devastating battle in the Teutoburger Forest, the aggressive politics for the conquering of 
Germania were laid to rest for several decades and it was not until the rule of Claudius another attack on 
southwest Germany was attempted, and this was around the middle of the first century AD. The attack was 
successful in conquering the German lands up to the Danube River and establishing a series of fortresses. 

 
 
Trier is Germany's oldest city. It is located on the western bank of the Moselle 
River in a valley between low vine-covered hills of ruddy sandstone. It is located 
in the state of Rhineland-Palatinate near the German border with Luxembourg. 
 
 

Jan 12, 1984, Scott # 1409 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Roman Germany 
By Caroline Scannell     (Continued from page 4) 
 
The Romans under Julius Caesar subdued the Celtic Treverans around 55 BC. When the Roman provinces in 
Germany were reorganized in 16 BC, it was decided that Trier, then called Augusta Treverorum, should 
become the regional capital.  
 

     
       Dec 27, 2002, Special Cancel          Nov. 5, 1940 #B182             2002-4, #2207 
      depicting The Black Gate 

 
The city is known for its well-preserved Roman buildings, among them the Porta Nigra, the best preserved 
Roman City Gate north of the Alps, a complete amphitheatre, ruins of several Roman baths, and the huge 
Basilica, a basilica in the original Roman sense is the 67meter length throne hall of Roman Emperor 
Constantine; today it is used as a Protestant church. 

 
 
When  Emperor Charlemagne wanted to construct the cathedral at Aachen 
(Aix-la-Chapelle) 800AD, he had to have ancient columns imported from 
Ravenna, since there were no longer stonemasons in Franconia capable of 
carving them. 
 

1973, Scott #1109 
 
Aachen is the westernmost city in the corner where Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands meet. The city 
played a prominent role in German history; in the Middle Ages it was an imperial city, the residence of kings 
and emperors and site of many coronations. It is said that Emperor Charlemagne chose Aachen as his 
favorite residence and site of the Frankish Court because of the hot springs. Parts of Charlemagne’s original 
palace have survived in the cathedral (UNESCO World Heritage site) and the Town Hall.   
  

 
Augsburg was founded in 15 BC under the rule of Emperor 
Augustus, and grew to become a major trading center. Augsburg 
was founded (c.14 B.C.) by Augustus as a Roman garrison called 
Augusta Vindelicorum.  

 
 

Jan 10, 1985 Scott #1432 
 
Koblenz, the gateway to the Middle Rhine UNESCO World 
Heritage site, lies on two world-famous rivers, the Rhine and the 
Moselle.  Two thousand years of historical heritage are 
documented at the city’s numerous museums.   

Jan 9, 2992, Scott #1696
(Continued on page 6) 
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Roman Germany 
By Caroline Scannell          (Continued from page 5) 

 
 
Cologne (Köln) is one of Germany’s most original cities with 2,000 years of historical and 
cultural heritage, from Roman and medieval to the present day.  There are 12 great 
Romanesque churches in the inner city (5th to 13th  Century), also Roman towers and gates.  
 
    

1924, Scott #338 
 
Regensburg is a historic city in a unique state of preservation, living witness to two 
thousand years of rich and colorful history. At every turn there are historical 
monuments and architectural marvels.  The Neupfarrplatz Museum exhibits 
underground archaeological sites on Neupfarrplatz Square (Roman era, Medieval 
Jewish quarter, etc.). 
                    April 6, 1995, Scott #1888 
 
Archaeologists have discovered the remains of a Roman theatre in the nearby small German town of Kuenzing, 
suggesting that soldiers at the front were entertained by gladiators and animal fights.  Known as Quintanis in 
Roman times, the town was on the Danube frontier of the Roman empire and garrisoned by 500 mercenaries.  The 
archaeologists were astonished to discover an oval area of post holes and realized they were looking at the remains 
of wooden grandstands round an arena.  "This is the first time a forgotten theatre has been rediscovered in 
Germany," said Karl Schmotz, archaeologist of Deggendorf county. "There are only a handful of Roman 
amphitheatres in the whole of Germany." 
 
Also in the area is the Castle of the Princes of Thurn and Taxis, Beualieu.  A former abbey expanded in the 19th 
Century to create the present Castle complex, which is still inhabited and open to the public. 
 

Speyer Cathedral, Cathedral Square – The foundation stone of the majestic cathedral 
was laid in around 1030 by Konrad II. It is the city’s most famous landmark and its 
striking form is visible from far and wide. Added to UNESCO’s World Heritage list in 
1981, Speyer Cathedral is one of the biggest and most important Romanesque buildings 
in existence. The impressive crypt contains the tombs of eight emperors and kings. 
Jan 12, 1990, Scott #1591 

 
Mainz has a long and rich history, documented by Roman remains dating back 2,000 
years and the magnificent buildings bequeathed by the princes elector of the Baroque 
period. The close interrelationship of church and city history is documented by the 
imposing cathedral, which dominates the Mainz’s striking skyline.  Stamp at right 
depicts the Drusus Stone & Old View of Mainz. 

                                                           May 10, 1962, Scott #848 
                                                                                       

 
Heidelberg is world famous for its romantic castle and its picturesque Old Town with its 
winding alleys steeped in history. Every year this young city with its old history inspires and 
delights countless visitors from all over the world.  
 
 

July 18, 1996, Scott #1934 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Roman Germany 
By Caroline Scannell    (Continued from page 6) 

 
Frankfort-am-Main was a Roman town founded in the 1st Century A.D. In 
the 8th Century Frankfurt became a royal residence under Charlemagne. After 
the Treaty of Verdun (843) it was briefly the capital of the kingdom of the 
Eastern Franks (i.e., Germany). It prospered as a commercial center and held 
annual fairs (first mentioned 1240) that drew merchants from all of Europe. 
Frankfurt was designated by Emperor Charles IV as the seat of the imperial 
elections, which took place in the chapel of the Church of St. Bartholomew. 
It was made a free imperial city in 1372.  The city has been at the political 

center of Germany for centuries. From 855-1792 Frankfurt was the electoral city for the German Emperors of the 
Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation, which ultimately failed to establish a central government over all of 
Germany.  
 
In 1949 Frankfurt lost the parliamentary election for the status of West-German capital by only one vote to Bonn 
(near Cologne), which was chosen mainly because of its proximity to the home of the first West-German chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer. Stamp depicting Frankfort-am-Main issued Feb 10, 1994, Scott #1823 
 
Passau, the town on 3 rivers, (the Danube, the Inn and the Ilz) was an  
ancient Roman colony of ancient Noricum called Batavis, Latin for "for the 
Batavi" and got its name from the Roman fort of Batavis. After 739 AD 
Passau grew to become the biggest bishopric on the Danube with its 
domain extending all the way to Hungary.  Archaelogical findings prove 
that the area was settled more than 7000 years ago. The Batavi were an 
ancient Germanic tribe mentioned often by classical authors, and they were 
regularly associated with the Suebian marauders, the Heruli.   2000, Scott #2072 
 

 
Originally a Roman camp, Straubing later became (1353) the capital of the duchy 
of Bavaria-Straubing, which was ruled by a branch of the Wittelsbach family. 
Noteworthy buildings include the Peterskirche, a 12th-century Romanesque 
church; the Gothic Church of St. Jacob (15th–16th Century); and the Gothic city 
hall (1382).  Straubing also has a museum; which contains Roman artifacts. 
 

Mar 10, 1997, Scott #1960 
 

 
 

1964-1966, #912                                      Special Cancel Nov 9 1985 
Elling Gate, Weissenburg   
 
Weissenburg was founded in the 9th Century on a Roman site. It became a free imperial city in the mid-14th 
Century and passed to Bavaria in 1806. Points of interest in the picturesque town include remains of Roman 
fortifications and of the town's medieval walls; the late Gothic town hall (1476); and the Carmelite church (15th 
Century).       

(Continued on page 8) 
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Roman Germany 
By Caroline Scannell      (Continued from page 7) 
 
 

Weisbaden is a city of west-central Germany on the Rhine River west of Frankfurt. 
Founded as a Celtic settlement in the third century BC, it has been a noted spa since Roman 
times. Wiesbaden became a free imperial city around 1242 AD and passed to Prussia in 
1866.  Wiesbaden was founded as a Celtic settlement in the 3rd Century BC.  In the 1st and 
2d Centuries AD it was a popular Roman spa known as Aquae Mattiacorum.  There are 
remains of the Roman water conduits and walls that served the spa.  
 

1964, Scott #874 
Xanten was first settled by isolated tribes around the year 2000BC. Around 15 BC the 
Roman camp Castra Vetera was created on the Fürstenberg near the today's locality 
Birten. It had been occupied by 8,000 to 10,000 legionaries, and was the main base of the 
Classis Germanica.  After the destruction of Castra Vetera a second camp was established 
at the Bislicher Insel, named "Castra Vetera II", which became the base camp of Legio VI 
Victrix.  A nearby created settlement, which was inhabited by 10,000 to 15,000 usually  

July 15, 1975, Scott #1199    former legionaries, was given the rights id a Colonia in 110 by the Roman emperor                                           
Marcus Ulpius Traianus, who also renamed the city into Colonia Ulpia Traiana. The colony became the second 
most important commercial post in the province of Germania inferior, only beaten by Colonia Agrippinensis 
(today's Cologne). In 122 Vetera II became the camp of Legio XXX Ulpia Victrix, which substituted VI Victrix, 
moved to Britania..  
 
In 275 the Colonia (Colony) was almost destroyed by Germanic tribes, so in the area of the Colonia a new city was 
established named "Tricensimae", which was meant to be smaller but when fortified was easier to defend. At the 
beginning of the 5th century assaults by Germanic tribes increased so that the Colonia was finally abandoned.  
 
The legend of the Nibelungs states that Siegfried of Xanten was born in these times inside the ruins of the Colonia. 
The Christian, Viktor of Xanten is supposed to have been executed, together with 360 members of the 
Theban Legion, in 363 near the today's town of Birten as they refused to sacrifice to the Roman Gods. Since 
then Viktor of Xanten is considered a martyr and later a protection patron of the cathedral established over his 
assumed burial place. 
 
Archaeological Site of Villa Rustica 
We find ourselves in southwestern Germany between Stuttgart and Lake Constance at the end of the 1st century 
AD. For the past few years this area has been under Roman rule. In addition to castells (fortresses) and towns, 
Farming estates, in Latin villae rusticae, have developed to provide food for the inhabitants. Thus, a family, whose 
name we no longer know, decide to settle here in Hechingen-Stein and build a Villa Rustica. 
 

  
  Sept 5, 2002, #2176 
 
 

For about 200 years, people live and work on this farm. It is deserted only 
after Roman rule in southwest Germany comes to an end. The villa is 
forgotten, gradually decays and is overgrown by the surrounding woods.  
More than 1,700 years later and purely by chance, the building is 
discovered, excavated and partially rebuilt. Today, there is an open-air 
museum where each year thousands of visitors come to relax, to learn about 
and experience Roman times. You can get to know this museum right here 
and we hope, sometime in the future, to be able to welcome you in person at 
the Villa Rustica. 

 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Roman Germany 
By Caroline Scannell       (Continued from page 8) 

                   
 
Little has been preserved over the centuries. A few 
monuments, such as the Porta Nigra in Trier or the corner 
tower of the city wall at Cologne are all that remain to 
remind us of the flowering of Roman culture nearly 2000 
years ago. 

Roman Artifacts #1221          Roman Artifacts #B658 
July 14, 1976                 Oct 15, 1987 
 
 
President’s Message 
While celebrating the marriage of a friend recently, I 
wondered if there was a collectible topic in the 
subject.  The Etruscan tombs show husband and wife 
together, in a pleasant (supposedly) middle age.  
There are frescos showing family scenes.  Is this a 
practical idea for a topic, or would people want to 
collect anything but domestic bliss? 
  
I had an opportunity to visit Israel and Turkey 
recently.  My hosts made it possible for me to visit a 
few archaeological sites during my brief visit.  I have 
some great memories to last my lifetime.  The best 
was standing at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, and 
feeling the reverence.   
 
My guide could not leave without saying a special 
prayer, and kissing the wall before leaving.  He had 
been in the Israeli military, and told me some stories 
of his service time.  He loves his homeland, and 
knows how to show it off to a visitor. 
  
Have a great summer, and return to collecting in the 
fall refreshed, and ready to clean up that box of stuff 
you have been putting off for months. 
 

Secretary's Summary 
At our business meeting at Washington, 2006, we 
discussed the following: 
A)  Proposed new bylaws were discussed, and were 
voted on with minor modifications.  They will be 
distributed with the next issue, since October is the 
heaviest issue of the year.   
B)  The need for new officers was discussed.  
Specifically, we need a Secretary/Treasurer, or two 
people to split the duties, a vice President, and a 
webmaster, or assistant webmaster, which Caroline 
has agreed to try. 
C)  The need for a dues increase was discussed, and 
an increase to $15  domestic, and $23 for overseas 
was voted.  This is the first increase in the 25 years 
plus of our existence.  We have weathered several 
postal increases, though ink prices remain stagnant 
(neither up nor down), paper costs are going up and 
we are depleting the treasury at an alarming rate. 
D)  Our Editor discussed some of her methodology in 
laying out the newsletter, and obtaining articles for 
publication.  Also, how she balances page content 
and number of pages versus postal expenses.  It 
works, as she won two nice awards last year for the 
quality of the newsletter. 

Help Wanted 
We really need more involvement from members, especially to take over some of these positions (Secretary & 
Treasurer).   They don’t require much really, just some input and paperwork once or twice a year.  Since I collect 
the dues I like the bank account right where it is, in a bank found throughout the country so I can deposit in Long 
Island and it’s credited in Massachusetts same day.  There was even a branch across the street from the Convention 
Center in Washington DC. 
 

News of Our Members 
For Washington 2006, the literature class contained an electronic entry - 'Bone and Stone' - based on the single 
frame exhibit 'Neandertal'. The literature exhibit can be viewed online at Bone and Stone web site, by Fran Adams. 
The literature was awarded a large vermeil medal in the competition. Fran also received a silver medal for his 
single frame cave art exhibit "Dark Caves - Bright Visions".  Congratulations Fran! 
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New Digs 
 
2006 is the 150th Anniversary of the Discovery of Neanderthal Man, a skeleton found in the Neander Valley of 
Germany.  Though I have not yet noted anything from Germany, there have been many issues for this event.  
Below are some I found from Guinee-Bissau and Malawi.  The issues from Malawi are clearly labeled 
“Cinderella’s” by the dealer.  Again, it is not the policy of this publication to advise you what to collect or not to 
collect.  I know there is a North Korean issue, there must be many more I have not yet come across. 
 
 

     
Guinee-Bissau 150th Anniv. Discovery of  
Neanderthal Man Souvenir Sheet 
Issued 2006 

 
 
 
Cinderellas from Malawi 

     
The dealer selling these stamps lists them as “Cinderella’s” which may not be valid for postage, therefore, they are 
not true postage stamps. 
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New Digs 
More Cinderella’s from Malawi  

     
If any of our members exhibits this topic, Prehistoric Man, et al, can you advise the editor if these stamps are 
acceptable in an exhibit?  Input from philatelic judges especially welcome.   Ed. 
 

       
 

    
Bosnia & Herzegovina 
Scott # unknown   October 10, 2005 
Top:  Bosnian ban Kulin; 
Bosnian King Tvrtko 
Bottom:  Bosnian Bogomils & Inquisition;  
Papal Bull issued by Eugene IV 
 

 
Germany 
Scott #2372, Mar. 2, 2006 
1200 Years Inngolstadt (Town) 
 

   
 

   
 

     
Greece – Museum Paintings & Sculpture 
"Greek Museums (Paintings, Sculpture)  
No other information known about this issue. 
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New Digs 
 

       
 

   
Great Britain, Ice Age Mammals 
Scott #2359-63;   March 21, 2006 
Sabre-Tooth Cat, Giant Deer, Wooly Rhino,  
Wooly Mammoth, Cave Bear)    
 

         

            
Malta          
Scott #1233-7,   Feb 25, 2006    
Neolithic Female figure, Roman terra-cotta head,  
Oil Lamp Holder, Sicilian Maiolica plate,  
Modern stylized figure 
 

 
Paraguay, Anthropologists  
Branislava Susnik, Miguel Chase-Sardi, Leon 
Cadogan 
No other information available. 
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Peru 
World Heritage Sites Conference 
Gold ancient face mask 
Issued late 2005  no other information known. 
 
 

 
Early Stone Age tools 
 

 
Animals, rhinoceros & hippo bones 
 

 
Balongoda Culture, 30,000-1,000 BC 
 

 
Agriculture; Barley Pollen 
 
Sri Lanka  -  Ancient Sri Lanka - Prehistoric Era  
Issued:    December 21, 2005 
No other information known at this time. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Slovenia  
Scott #659;   March 24, 2006 
Middle Miocene Fossil Snail 

    

 
Sudan   Set of 3   
Scott # unknown;    December 20, 2005 
Merow Dam Project, Nubia - Safety of Archeology 
 

 
Thailand 
Scott # unknown;  April 2, 2006 
Thai Heritage Conservation 2006 Souvenir Sheet 
Also issued as separate stamps 

 
United Nations World Heritage Sites 
Issued June 17th 2006 
Left: Pont du Gard (Roman Aqueduct) 
Right:  Historic fortified city of Carcassonne, which 
is bult on top of a pre-Roman settlement. 
Scott #s not yet assigned. 
 
 
 

Addendum to last issue:   
Macau:  Chinese Inventions, Scott #1182a-3 + s/s #1183, Issued October 9th 2005 
Macau:  Voyages of Zheng He #1171a-c + s/c #1172, Issued June 26, 2005 
 

 

 
The item at left was seen on Ebay.  The card depicts 
the Abu Simbel temples of Rameses II located in 
Aswan (Nubia).   
 
I like it because it utilizes a David Roberts artwork.  
The postmark is clearly July 16th 2001, but I can find 
nothing about it in Scotts 2006 issue which only goes 
to 1998 for Guinea.   
 
Anyone out there know anything about this?  Anyone 
have a stamp?  Ed. 
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Archaeology Today 
Egyptologists Launching Online Encyclopedia 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- Frustrated with the poor 
quality of many Web sites dealing with ancient 
Egypt, a professor at the University of California has 
decided to create an online encyclopedia devoted to 
Egyptology. 
    Willemina Wendrich, a professor of Egyptian 
archaeology, had watched in dismay as the best 
resource for her subject, a seven-volume 
encyclopedia in German, got more and more out of 
date because of the prohibitive cost of updating it. 
     Meanwhile, her students at UCLA were doing 
research for papers on the Internet, and being led 
astray. "The Web has a lot of wonderful information, 
and a lot of horrible information," she told Reuters in 
a telephone interview Thursday.  The UCLA 
Encyclopedia of Egyptology, which will go online in 
2008, will be peer-reviewed and will update when 
there are new discoveries, Wendrich said. 
One version, in PDF format, will be available for free 
to anyone using the Web, while a second version, 
with a better search function and more graphics, will 
be available by subscription.  "I'm doing this because 
I think it's necessary," she said. 
     People accessing the Web site from Egypt, 
however, will be able to use both versions for free, 
she said. And she hopes to have much of the site 
translated into Arabic.  "I think it's really important 
that people realize that all this material that we're 
working with is from Egypt, and people in Egypt 
speak Arabic," she said. "I'm actually surprised that it 
hasn't happened earlier." 
Thursday, April 27, 2006;Copyright 2006 Reuters. All rights 
reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten, or redistributed. 
 
'Hobbit Humans' Discovery Dismissed 
Professor Mike Morwood, of the University of New 
England, in Armidale, Australia, stunned the science 
world when he and his team announced the discovery 
of 18,000-year-old remains of the diminutive new 
human species, Homo floresiensis on the Indonesian 
island of Flores in 2003. The hominid, nicknamed 
"The Hobbit", was thought to be an entirely new 
species of human, with a grapefruit-sized brain about 
as large as a chimpanzee's. 
     In the journal Science, a team lead by Prof Robert 
Martin of the Field Museum, Chicago, which 
includes Prof Ann MacLarnon at Roehampton 

University in London, says that the bones in question 
do not represent a new species at all. A far more 
likely explanation is that the bones belonged to a 
modern human who suffered from microcephaly. H. 
floresiensis was claimed to be a dwarf derived from 
Homo erectus, a human ancestor that lived as far 
back as 1.8 million years ago. This seemed like an 
appealing explanation because islands are known to 
play tricks on the evolution of animals, sometimes 
causing them to shrink due to limited food supplies 
and the reduced presence of predators. But there is a 
pattern in this shrinkage and while body size can 
shrink considerably, brain size always does so 
moderately. 
     Using data on the best specimen of the Hobbit, 
called LB1, the scientific paper points out that to be a 
dwarfed form of H. erectus, it would have to have 
been just one foot tall with a body weight of only 
four pounds to explain such a diminutive brain. "The 
tiny cranial capacity of LB1, which is smaller than in 
any other known hominid younger than 3.0 million 
years old, is demonstrably far too small to have been 
derived from Homo erectus by normal dwarfing," 
said Prof Martin. 
     Small brain size is just one of several problems 
with the science behind claims that LB1 represents a 
new species, according to Prof Martin and his 
colleagues. The primary problem, clashing directly 
with the tiny brain size, is the sophisticated nature of 
the stone tools found in the same cave deposits where 
the fossils were discovered. Based on their size, style, 
and workmanship, these tools  
belong to types that are consistently associated with 
modern humans, or Homo sapiens, according to Prof 
James Phillips of the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, and co-author. Such tools have never been 
associated with H. erectus or any other early 
hominid, he says: "These tools are so advanced that 
there is no way they were made by anyone other than 
Homo sapiens." 
"There has been too much media hype and too little 
critical scientific evaluation surrounding this 
discovery, and it is simply unacceptable that papers 
should be published without providing proper details 
of the specimens examined," Prof Martin said.   
BBC News, Geological Society News, Telegraph.co.uk 
(19 May 2006) 
 

 
 
Page  #  14                                                                                                                                       The Old World Archaeologist / July 2006 

http://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html#Reuters


Archaeology Today 
Could Ethiopian Skull be Missing Link? 
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) -- Scientists in 
northeastern Ethiopia said Saturday that they have 
discovered the skull of a small human ancestor that 
could be a missing link between the extinct Homo 
erectus and modern man. 
   The hominid cranium -- found in two pieces and 
believed to be between 500,000 and 250,000 years 
old -- "comes from a very significant period and is 
very close to the appearance of the anatomically 
modern human," said Sileshi Semaw, director of the 
Gona Paleoanthropological Research Project in 
Ethiopia. 
Archaeologists found the early human cranium 
February at Gawis in Ethiopia's northeastern Afar 
region, Sileshi said.  Several stone tools and 
fossilized animals including two types of pigs, 
zebras, elephants, antelopes, cats, and rodents were 
also found at the site. 
Sileshi, an Ethiopian paleoanthropologist based at 
Indiana University, said most fossil hominids are 
found in pieces but the near-complete skull -- a rare 
find -- provided a wealth of information.  "The Gawis 
cranium provides us with the opportunity to look at 
the face of one of our ancestors," the archaeology 
project said in a statement.  Homo erectus, which 
many believe was an ancestor of modern Homo 
sapiens, is thought to have died out 100,000 to 
200,000 years ago. 
   The cranium dates to a time about which little is 
known -- the transition from African Homo erectus to 
modern humans. The fossil record from Africa for 
this period is sparse and most of the specimens 
poorly dated, project archaeologists said.  The face 
and cranium of the fossil are recognizably different 
from those of modern humans, but bear unmistakable 
anatomical evidence that it belongs to the modern 
human's ancestry, Sileshi said.  "A good fossil 
provides anatomical evidence that allows us to refine 
our understanding of evolution. A great fossil forces 
us to re-examine our views of human origins. I 
believe the Gawis cranium is a great fossil," said 
Scott Simpson, a project paleontologist from Case 
Western Reserve University School of Medicine at 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Scientists conducting surveys in the Gawis River 
drainage basin found the skull in a small gully. 
   "This is really exciting because it joins a limited 
number of fossils which appear to be evolutionary 
between Homo erectus and our own species Homo  
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sapiens," said Eric Delson, a paleoanthropologist at 
Lehman College of the City University of New York, 
who was not involved in the discovery but has 
followed the project.  Homo erectus left Africa about 
2 million years ago and spread across Asia from 
Georgia in the Caucasus to China and Indonesia. It 
first appeared in Africa between 1 million and 2 
million years ago. 
   Between 1 million and perhaps 200,000 years ago, 
one or more species existed in Africa that gave rise to 
the earliest members of our own species Homo 
sapiens -- between 150,000 and 200,000 years ago. 
Delson said the fossil found in Ethiopia "might 
represent a population broadly ancestral to modern 
humans or it might prove to be one of several side 
branches which died out without living descendants." 
March 25, 2006; Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights 
reserved.  This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten, or redistributed. 
 
Jason's 'Argo' to be Recreated in Greece  

 
The city Volos released this artwork showing the mythical Argo. 
 
VOLOS, Greece (Reuters) -- Shipbuilders in the 
small Greek port of Volos are struggling with 
handmade tools and methods used millennia ago to 
recreate the Argo, the legendary vessel of Jason and 
the Argonauts.The absence of modern resources such 
as electricity and machine tools makes it an 
exhausting task, but authenticity is an essential part 
of this experiment in ancient shipbuilding. 
   In one of the most popular tales of Greek 
mythology, Jason and his handpicked crew of 
Argonauts sailed from Volos, named Iolcos in 
ancient times, on a quest to retrieve the Golden 
Fleece from the ancient city of Colchis in modern 
Georgia.  Aided by heroes such as Hercules and 
Orpheus, Jason overcame monsters and hostile kings 
on his lengthy mission to snatch the fleece of the 
sacred golden ram from the dragon guarding it and 
run off with Medea, the sorceress and daughter of 
Colchis' king. 
   The Naudomos Institute, a group of shipbuilders 
and  historians heading  the project,  is  using  ancient 
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Archaeology Today 
Jason's 'Argo' to be Recreated in Greece  

        (continued from page 15) 
Greek tools and techniques to build the new Argo, 
and plans to retrace the mythical journey when the 
ship is ready. 
The team had to ignore everything they knew about 
modern boat building and employ the same wood and 
iron tools used by Jason's warriors more than 3,000 
years ago. 
   In Greek myth, 50 Argonauts built the Argo in 
three months with the aid of the goddess Athena, who 
placed a magical piece of timber in the prow that 
could speak and prophesize.  The three modern-day 
builders say they could use some divine help in 
recreating the 14th century BC vessel. In 15 months' 
hard work, they have built only one quarter of the 28-
meter (92-foot) ship.  Wooden pegs and wedges hold 
together the ship's frame and planks. In ancient times, 
the gaps between the planks were caulked with resin, 
but the modern builders have mixed the resin with 
glue to preserve the ship for future generations when 
it is housed in a museum after its journey.  Whole 
trees were placed in the hull, said project director 
Apostolos Kourtis, who searched for days in the same 
forests as Jason's men to find long, straight trees for 
the purpose.  "They used whole trees that were bent 
into shape. We don't do that today," Kourtis said. 
"Ships were without frames, there was no metal." 
   Veteran shipbuilder Yannis Perros, one of the team, 
said he had doubts when he first saw the plans.  "We 
were saying 'how are we going to build it with entire 
trees?'" he said. "But it's a durable structure, it will 
float and travel miles."  To design the ship, the 
modern shipbuilders pieced together images from 
ancient vase paintings, wall frescoes and references 
to ships from around the same period, gathered from 
museums and libraries around the world. 
   Kourtis said the appearance of the ship was easier 
to determine than how it was built -- although it 
helped that shipbuilding methods changed little in 
ancient times.  "This is experimental archaeology, an 
investigation, in order to come as close to the original 
version as possible and say, this is how it most likely 
was," he said. 
   Once the Argo is complete, citizens can volunteer 
to crew the 50-oar ship on Jason's journey across the 
Aegean, through the Bosphorus to the Black Sea and  
on to the coast of Georgia.  They face an arduous test, 
rowing for 10 to 15 hours a day, Kourtis said. "I have 
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no doubt about the ship. The question is whether the 
rowers will be able to find the strength needed to 
complete the journey". 
April 23, 2006 Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights 
reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten, or redistributed. 
 
Ancient Rock Art May Depict Exploding Star  

By Ker Than 

 
Petroglyph possibly depicting the supernova of AD 1006 

(SPACE.com)  A rock carving discovered in Arizona 
might depict an ancient star explosion seen by Native 
Americans a thousand years ago, scientists 
announced June 6th.  If confirmed, the rock carving, 
or "petroglyph" would be the only known record in 
the Americas of the well-known supernova of the 
year 1006.  The carving was discovered in White 
Tanks Regional Park just outside Phoenix, in an area 
believed to have been occupied by a group of Native 
Americans called the Hohokam from about 500 to 
1100 A.D.  The finding was announced at the 208th 
meeting of the American Astronomical Society in 
Calgary, Canada. 
   In the spring of 1006, stargazers in Asia, the 
Middle East and Europe recorded the birth of a "new 
star" above the southern horizon of the night sky, in 
the constellation Lupus, just south of Scorpio.  
Unknown to them, what those ancient astronomers 
were actually witnessing was the swan song of a star 
as it blew itself apart in a violent explosion called a 
supernova.  Although nearly invisible today, the 
supernova of 1006, or SN 1006, was perhaps the 
brightest stellar event ever to occur in recorded 
human history. At its peak, the supernova was about 
the quarter the brightness of the moon, so radiant that 
people could have read by its light at midnight, 
scientists say. 
  The Hohokam petroglyph depicts symbols of a 
scorpion and stars that match a model showing the 
relative positions of the supernova with respect to the 
constellation Scorpius. The model was created by 
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Archaeology Today 
Ancient Rock Art May Depict Exploding Star  

                            (continued from page 16) 
John Barentine, an astronomer at the Apache Point 
Observatory in New Mexico and Gilbert Esquerdo, a 
research assistant at the Planetary Science Institute in 
Arizona.  "If confirmed, this discovery supports the 
idea that ancient Native Americans were aware of 
changes in the night sky and moved to commemorate 
them in their cultural record," said Barentine, who 
studies Southwest archeology as a hobby. 
   Barentine thinks the finding could help archeolo-
gists date other petroglyphs in the Southwest and 
elsewhere in the world. Dating art made by pre-
historic Native Americans has traditionally been 
difficult because many did not have a written 
language and shared little in common with the culture 
and folklore of tribes that came later.  "Quantitative 
methods such as carbon-14 dating are alternative 
means to assign ages to works of prehistoric art, but 
they lack precision of more than a few decades, so 
any depiction in art that can be fixed to a specific 
year is extremely valuable," Barentine said.  A 
similar petroglyph discovered near Penasco Blanco in 
Chaco Canyon National Monument, New Mexico is 
also believed to represent a supernova, but one that 
occurred later, on July 4, 1054. 
Tuesday, June 6, 2006; Copyright ©1999-2005 SPACE.com, Inc.  
 
Giant Ancient Egyptian Sun Temple 
Discovered in Cairo 
   Archaeologists announced that they have 
discovered an ancient sun temple containing large 
statues of the pharaoh Ramses II under an outdoor 
marketplace in Cairo, Egypt. The temple was found 
in a suburb of Cairo called Ain Shams. The site was 
once part of the ancient city of Heliopolis, which 
served as the center of sun worship in ancient Egypt. 
The chief sun god, Re, was the patron sun god of 
Heliopolis. 
   Ramses II, who is believed to have ruled Egypt 
from around 1279 to 1213 B.C., is known for his 
military exploits and monumental building projects. 
To celebrate his victories, he erected statues and 
temples to himself all over Egypt.   "The area where 
we are excavating now is where Ramses II of the 
19th dynasty [1320 to 1200 B.C.] built an enormous 
temple for Re, the largest temple of Ramses II ever 
found," said Zahi Hawass, head of Egypt's Supreme 
Council of Antiquities in Cairo.   An Egyptian team  
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has been cooperating with a team from the German 
Archaeological Institute on the excavations in the Ain 
Shams and Matariya neighborhoods of Cairo. Egypt-
ologists not involved with the discovery said it 
confirms suspicions that much of ancient Egypt has 
been buried under modern cities and still remains to 
be found.  
   The temple was built of limestone, and 
archaeologists have uncovered the remains of one 
pillar bearing inscriptions of Ramses II.  Researchers 
are currently excavating the entrance area and the 
west side of the temple site.  They have found 
chambers for the storage of wheat, a kiln for making 
amulets, part of a large statue—the head of which 
weighs 5 tons (4.5 metric tons) and would have stood 
almost 20 feet tall—and another head of granite, 
weighing 2 tons (1.8 metric tons). "Perhaps the most 
exciting [find] is an unusual seated statue that shows 
Ramses II in the leopard skin of a priest, showing that 
he built this temple as the high priest of Re," Hawass 
said. "This statue is in the style of dynasty 12 [1991 
to 1786 B.C.] and may have been usurped by Ramses 
II," he added. "This is an important discovery, giving 
us information about the cult of Re." 
   Ramses II, who made a name for himself by 
battling the Hittites and the Syrians, is traditionally 
believed to have been the Pharaoh of Exodus, the 
biblical figure from whom Moses demanded that his 
people be released. He erected monuments to himself 
up and down the Nile with records of his 
achievements. His most famous temple is Abu 
Simbel, which was carved into a sandstone mountain 
on the banks of the Nile, near what is now Egypt's 
southern border.  
   Numerous temples to Egypt's many sun gods—
particularly the chief god Re—were also built in 
ancient Heliopolis. "This was the center for the 
worship of the sun god Re," Hawass said. "A number 
of important remains have been discovered here, and 
there is evidence that this cult went back at least to 
the Old Kingdom [from about 2700 to 2200 B.C.] if 
not before and was active to the end of Egyptian 
history." The German excavations show that lakes or 
swamps dominated the area in ancient times. Most of 
the temples of ancient Heliopolis were later 
plundered, and the area is now covered with 
residential buildings. The discovery of the sun temple 
may shed light on the status of Heliopolis in ancient 
Egypt.  
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Archaeology Today 
Ancient Egyptian Sun Temple 
   (continued from page 17) 
 "We do not know enough about Heliopolis, which 
was one of the main cities in Egypt and moreover a 
religious and, let us say, intellectual center," said 
French archaeologist Alain Zivie, leader of a team 
that has been excavating Saqqara, the cemetery of the 
ancient Egyptian city of Memphis, for more than two 
decades. Zivie says the discovery also shows that 
much of ancient Egypt's treasures are still buried 
under modern cities, particularly Cairo and its 
suburbs. "Cairo is the child of three cities: Memphis, 
[the Roman fortress of] Babylon of Egypt, and 
Heliopolis," Zivie said. "Expanding more and more, 
it swallows now its three mothers, especially Babylon 
and Heliopolis. But these [ancient cities] are not 
completely lost. They continue to exist in the 
underground Cairo."  Leo Depuydt, an Egyptologist 
at Brown University in Providence, RI, agrees.  "The 
recent find of a giant temple built by Ramses II, 
ancient Egypt's greatest builder pharaoh, in Cairo 
again reminds us of how archaeological discovery 
would increase exponentially—almost beyond 
imagination—if digging under urban centers and 
dismantling buildings of later date ever becomes, 
technically and politically, even more feasible.”  
Stefan Lovgren for National Geographic News  March 1, 
2006 
 
Did Ancient Amazonians Build a 
'Stonehenge'? 
SAO PAULO, Brazil - A grouping of granite blocks 
along a grassy Amazon hilltop may be the vestiges of 
a centuries-old astronomical observatory -- a find 
archaeologists say indicates early rain forest 
inhabitants were more sophisticated than previously 
believed.  The 127 blocks, some as high as 9 feet, are 
spaced at regular intervals around the hill, like a 
crown 100 feet in diameter. 
   On the shortest day of the year -- December 21 -- 
the shadow of one of the blocks disappears when the 
sun is directly above it.  "It is this block's alignment 
with the winter solstice that leads us to believe the 
site was once an astronomical observatory," said 
Mariana Petry Cabral, an archaeologist at the Amapa 
State Scientific and Technical Research Institute.  
"We may be also looking at the remnants of a 
sophisticated culture." 
   Anthropologists have long known that local 
indigenous populations were acute observers of the  
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stars and sun. 
But the discovery of a physical structure that appears 
to incorporate this knowledge suggests pre-
Columbian Indians in the Amazon rain forest may 
have been more sophisticated than previously 
suspected.  Cabral has been studying the site, near the 
village of Calcoene, just north of the equator in 
Amapa state in far northern Brazil since last year.  
She believes it was once inhabited by the ancestors of 
the Palikur Indians.  While the blocks have not yet 
been submitted to carbon dating, she says pottery 
shards near the site indicate they are pre-Columbian 
and maybe older -- as much as 2,000 years old.  
Farmers and fishermen in the region around the 
Amazon site have long known about it, and the local 
press has dubbed it the "tropical Stonehenge". 
   Archeologists got involved last year after 
geographers and geologists did a socio-economic 
survey of the area, by foot and helicopter, and noticed 
"the unique circular structure on top of the hill," 
Cabral said.  Scientists not involved in the discovery 
said it could prove valuable to understanding pre-
Columbian societies in the Amazon.  "No one has 
ever described something like this before. This is an 
extremely novel find -- a one of a kind type of thing," 
said Michael Heckenberger of the University of 
Florida's Department of Anthropology.  The find 
adds to a growing body of thought among 
archaeologists that prehistory in the Amazon region 
was more varied than had been believed.  "Given that 
astronomical objects, stars, constellations etc., have a 
major importance in much of Amazonian mythology 
and cosmology, it does not in any way surprise me 
that such an observatory exists," said Richard 
Callaghan, a professor of geography, anthropology 
and archaeology at the University of Calgary.   
   Brazilian archaeologists will return in August, 
when the rainy season ends, to carry out carbon 
dating and further excavations. "The traditional 
image is that some time thousands of years ago small 
groups of tropical forest horticulturists arrived in the 
area and they never changed [that] what we see today 
is just like it was 3,000 years ago," Heckenberger 
said.  "This is one more thing that suggests that 
through the past thousands of years, societies have 
changed quite a lot." 
Wednesday, June 28, 2006; C2006 The Associated Press. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten, or redistributed.  Sources: Associated Press, CNN (28 
June 2006) The Independent (29 June 2006) 
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