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Roman Iberia On Stamps 
By Barbara M. Soper 
 
The Romanization of Iberia began as an outgrowth of the Punic Wars between Rome and Carthage.  The 
Phoenicians (Carthaginians) had long-standing trading colonies in the Iberian Peninsula to export the gold, iron, tin, 
and copper that the region was richly endowed with.  After losing Sicily, Corsica, and Sardinia to Rome in the First 
Punic War, Carthage made a determined effort to hang on to her colonies in Iberia.  This kindled Rome’s interest in 
the area and led to a long series of bloody wars between Romans and Carthaginians for control of the Iberian 
Peninsula.  Rome emerged the victor in these contests and the final conquest was achieved by Octavian (later 
known as Augustus) between 39 and 19 B.C. 
 
The Romans left a deep imprint on Spain and Portugal, which is evident in their postal issues.  Some of Spain’s 
oldest cities—Tarragona, Salamanca, Segovia, Alcantara, Toledo, as well as Evora in Portugal were once Roman 
cities.  When Iberia was governed by Rome, it was originally divided into three provinces, which expanded to nine 
by the fourth century A.D.  Romans called the area Hispania. 
 

 
Hungary #3412 Roman Roads issued 10/27/93 
 
 
 

 
Roman Mail Cart  Scott # 2344  10/8/83 

 
A souvenir sheet from Hungary (Scott 3412) shows the 
principal roads of the Roman Empire.  Three of these 
roads ran through what is today Spain and Portugal.  
The  itars, as they were called, were paved with close-
fitting stones and kept in good repair.  Their main 
purpose was to facilitate the rapid deployment of 
armies to trouble spots within the Empire.  Along the 
roads, traveled chariots, horse-drawn carts, and 
pedestrians.  The carts of the Roman postal service, as 
shown on Spain (Scott 2344) were also frequent users 
of the itars.   
 

Rome offered to Spain and Portugal what it offered to other provinces of the Empire---Roman citizenship, the 
protection of Roman law, and the best disciplined army in the world to defend Spanish cities and ports.  Roman 
forts, camps, and high Roman walls were a part of these defenses.    
 

(continued on page 3) 
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Editor’s Column 
Tut!  Tut!  Tut!  King Tutankhamen is on the June covers of 
every magazine except the American Philatelist!  And by the 
time you get this issue, he may be there, too.  He is lining the 
newsstands like today’s Pop Star, gracing the covers of 
Smithsonian, National Geographic (who have obtained a real 
photo of him in life!) and Kmt (an Egyptian Archaeological 
magazine).  Can Archaeology and Archaeological Odyssey 
be far behind? 
  
Mr. Tut is touring the U.S., starting in LosAngeles June 16 to 
Nov 15th 2005.  From there he will winter in Fort Lauderdale 
from Dec 15 to April 23rd 2006.  From May 26th 2006 to 
January 1st 2007 Mr. Tut will be in Chicago.  He will be 
moving to Philadelphia February 3rd to September 30th 
2007.  In the fall of 2007 Mr. Tut will be in Britain, probably 
visiting relatives.  (I'm sure the British Museum has plenty).  
The Metropolitan Museum in NY refused to meet Mr. Tut's 
financial demands so he will shun that city.  This schedule 
also appears later in this issue. 
 
Looks like I’ll have to travel all the way to Philadelphia to 
see this exhibit.  It is not entirely Tut, as the last one was, but 
encompasses several dynasties and eras.   
 
On another note, though not far from it, as last year seemed to 
be the Year of Greece, this year is the Year of Egypt.  The 
UN will be issuing an interesting set of stamps for Egyptian 
Heritage.  The promos on those stamps appear elsewhere in 
this issue.  The emphasis is on New Kingdom here (Tut, 
Rameses, up to Roman).   
 
The Club News column highlights upcoming plans for 
Washington 2006 and the happenings in Milwaukee at NTSS.  
There were NO archaeology related exhibits!  So everyone sit 
down and write an article since I had nothing to “steal” from 
the show.  We have several exhibitors among our members so 
I was disappointed that nobody chose to exhibit at the topical 
show.  The oldest exhibit was Bayeux Tapestry by Jack 
Denys of New Jersey, and 1066 is not what I would call pre-
historic.  It’s medieval.  However, my mandate precludes that 
era though articles can include that era in a historic sense.  If 
enough people express an interest in this item, I can ask Jack 
if he would write something about it for our journal.   
 
Also, it is not too early to make plans to attend Washington 
2006.  If you missed Pacific ’97, this show is really a MUST!  
There will be dealers from all over the world as well as many 
postal services represented.  The last show of this type held 
on the east coast was Stamp Expo ’89 held in conjunction 
with the UPU Congress that year. 

Caroline 
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Roman Iberia On Stamps 
By Barbara M. Soper       (Continued from pg 1) 
 

                     
Lugo City Wall                 Mosaic Batitales          Roman 1st Legion Coins    
Scott #1996                       Scott #1995                  Scott #1997         
Sept 22, 1976        Issued to commemorate 2000th Anniversary of Lugo 

 
A Spanish stamp set issued 1976 (Scott 
1996)  shows  the high wall of the city 
of Lugo in Galicia. It is the only round 
wall in Spain. Two additional stamps 
(Scott 1995 and 1997) show the obverse 
and reverse of a Roman coin.  The 
stamps were issued to commemorate the 
2000th anniversary of the city of Lugo. 

                        
              Map of Roman Camp on banks          Coin of Caesar Augustus                   Orpheus, Mosaic 
                           of Ebro & a coin   Scott #1945            Scott #1944  May 26, 1976               Scott #1946 May 26, 1976
 
Another Spanish stamp (Scott 1945) depicts a Roman camp on the Ebro River.  Defensive ditches and walls usually 
surrounded Roman forts.  A headquarters building was at the center of a fort, with the commanding officer’s house 
next door.  A large fort in a strategic area, could hold up to 800 men, whose barracks were inside.  The stamp was 
issued to commemorate the 2000th anniversary of the Spanish city of Saragossa, which also occurred in 1976.  Two 
other stamps from the set (Scott 1944 & 1946) show a coin of Caesar Augustus and a section of a Roman-era mosaic. 
 

 
Roman Theater, Saragossa 
Scott #3216  May 5, 2003 

Founded as a Roman colony between the years 19 to 15 B.C. when it received 
the name of Cesarauguta, in honor of its founder, the Emperor Caesar 
Augustus. The layout of the former Roman town not changed in the old part of 
the city, between the rivers Coso and Ebro. In addition, the remains of the 
Roman walls, sewage system, theatre, paving and magnificent mosaics are still 
preserved and show the great importance this colony once had.  The Roman 
Theater was depicted on a stamp issued May 5, 2003, Scott #3216 

 
The Plower, Founding of Caceres 
Scott #1498  Oct 31, 1967 
 
(cont’d on page 4) 

 
Roman Coins of Caceres 
Scott #1499 Oct 31, 1967 

 
Roman Statue & Gate 
Scott #1497 Oct 31, 1967 
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Roman Iberia On Stamps 
By Barbara M. Soper       (Continued from pg 3) 
 
The Roman administration was responsible for introducing large scale irrigation projects in Hispania to increase 
agricultural productivity.  On Spain (Scott 1498) we see an ancient farmer plowing the land with an ox team.  So 
successful were the irrigation projects that Spain, along with North Africa, served as a granary for the Roman 
Empire.  Hispania also kept the Empire well supplied with wine and olive oil, industries that continue to prosper in 
modern times.  The stamp showing the ancient plower is part of a three-stamp set commemorating the anniversary 
of the founding of Caceres.  Two additional stamps (Scott and 1497 and 1499) depict Roman coins of Caceres and a 
view of the city’s gate with a Roman statue. 
 

 
Trajan’s Bridge 
Portugal Scott #1392 
June 14, 1978 
 

 
Roman Tablet from Bridge 
Portugal #1393 
June 14, 1978 
 

Roman bridges were as plentiful on the Iberian 
Peninsula as they were in other parts of the 
Empire.  Two Portuguese stamps (Scott 1392-
1393) illustrate Trajan’s Bridge and a Roman 
tablet from the bridge.  The stamps were issued in 
1978 to commemorate the 1900th anniversary of 
the Portuguese city of Chaves.  Roman emperors 
Trajan and Hadrian were both born on the Iberian 
Peninsula. 

 
Thermal Bath Hot Room 
Netherlands Scott #B531 
April 19, 1977 
 

The Roman hypocaust illustrated on Netherlands (Scott B531) was an engineering 
marvel of its time.  The stamp depicts a “hot room” where underground furnaces 
heated stacks of tiles that warmed the bottoms of public baths.  Residents of 
Hispania enjoyed the public baths, not only as a place to bathe, but also as a place 
to socialize.  Large public baths often contained exercise rooms, restaurants, game 
rooms and small libraries as well as rooms for bathing.  In the old Portuguese city 
of Conimbriga, users of the public bath could choose between hot, cold, or 
temperate bathing water. 

 
Tajo Bridge, Alcantara 
Scott #1812, June 25, 1974 
 

 
Marcus Valerius Martialis lecturing 
Scott #1813, June 25, 1974 
 

 
Bishop Ossius of Cordoba 
preaching 
Scott #1816, June 25, 1974 

 
In 1974, Spain issued a set of eight stamps (Scott 1811-1818) relating to Roman architecture and history in Spain.  
The stamps show monuments such as the bridge at Alcantaria, the Roman theatre at Merida, a section of the 
Talavera Forum, the triumphal arch at Tarragona, and the aqueduct at Segovia.  Also depicted on (Scott 1818) is 
Emperor Trajan, the area’s “native son.”  On Scott 1816, we see Bishop Ossus of Cordoba, a papal delegate to the 
325 A.D. Council of Nicea and author of the Nicean Creed. Scott 1813 depicts Marcus Valerius Martialis, a 
Spanish-born writer and epigrammatist who enjoyed Roman citizenship and eventually moved to Rome to continue 
his writing career. 

(Cont’d on page 5) 
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Roman Iberia On Stamps 
By Barbara M. Soper       (Continued from pg 4) 
 

 
Triumphal Arch, Tarragona 
Scott #1814, June 25, 1974 

 

 
Tribunal Arch, Talavera Forum 

Scott #1817, June 25, 1974 
 

 
Emperor Trajan 

Scott #1818, June 25, 1974

 

 
Aquaduct, Segovia with 2 tiers of  
Arches Scott #1811  June 25, 1974 
 

 
Almunecar Aqueduct 
Scott #2046  June 24, 1977 

Some of the best preserved Roman 
aqueducts in the world are in Spain.  On 
Spain (Scott 1811) we see the famed 
aqueduct at Segovia and on Spain (Scott 
2046) that of Almunecar.  The aqueduct at 
Segovia consisted of 20,400 stone blocks 
put together without mortar or concrete.  
Water flowed in a channel atop its arcade 
but it also had vast underground channels.   

The Almunecar aqueduct in southern Spain was built in the first century and featured an elaborate underground 
system for water collection.  Water from the aqueduct enabled the town, its agriculture and a local fish-salting 
industry to prosper.  A small army of Romans was needed to keep aqueduct channels clean, free of sediment, and 
constantly flowing with water. 
 

     
Portugal Scott #1746           Portugal Scott #1747 
 

Mosaics, like those shown on Portugal (Scott 1746-1747) were 
plentiful throughout Roman Iberia.  Made up of thousands of 
colored pieces of glass called  tessarae, mosaics were the carpets 
of the Roman Empire.  They adorned the floors of private villas 
and public buildings.  A mosaic was usually placed in the main 
room of a villa, where it could be seen and commented upon.  
Mosaics in temples or public buildings were usually paid for by 
wealthy patrons, whose names were preserved in inscriptions. 

 
The city of Merida in Spain is so famous for its Roman ruins that it has been designated a UNESCO World Heritage site.  
Established by the Romans in 25 B.C., it boasts a Roman theatre and amphitheatre, an aqueduct, and a Roman bridge.  
  

           
UNESCO World Heritage             Roman Theater, Merida  
Roman City of Augusta Emerita         Scott #1815,  June 25, 1994 

 
Seating in the theatre was by social class, with 
senators and high officials in the “orchestra pit” and 
slaves and poor people in the highest tiers.  Spain 
(Scott 2788,) issued in 1994, pays tribute to the city 
of Merida, called Augusta Emerita by the Romans. 

Scott #2788  Sept 8, 1994 
 

(continued on page 6)
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Roman Iberia On Stamps 
By Barbara M. Soper       (Continued from pg 5) 
 
The cities of the Iberian Peninsula flourished under Roman rule.  Harbors in the region exported bountiful food 
crops and much mineral wealth.  But as the western Roman Empire began to weaken around 409A.D., the 
peninsula was overrun by barbarian invaders.  Among them were the Visigoths, who established their own rule in 
Spain in 429, bringing the Roman Era to an end.  
 

Archaeology Today 
Special Report: The Axum Obelisk Returns, but Some Still Grumble 
by Ian Limbach  /  © 2005 by the Archaeological Institute of America 
 
The return in April of the 2,300-year-old Axum obelisk to Ethiopia, after more than a half-century of negotiation 
and broken promises, is a boost to national pride and adds to the momentum toward the repatriation of colonial 
cultural spoils. But it also reveals that many ethnic tensions remain unhealed in modern Ethiopia.  
 

 
Scott #1492  Sept 3, 1998 
 

One of a group of seven obelisks erected at Axum when Ethiopia adopted 
Christianity under the Emperor Ezana in the mid-fourth century A.D., the 78-foot-
tall monument was taken by the occupying Italian army and shipped to Rome in 
1937 to celebrate Mussolini's fifteenth year of power. It was erected near the 
Circus Maximus and stood there until it was dismantled in 2003 following a 
lightning strike that had damaged the top of the obelisk the year before.  
 
The city of Axum, a UNESCO World Heritage Site located in the Tigray region of 
northern Ethiopia bordering Eritrea, holds a special place in the hearts of many 
Ethiopians. It was the seat of the powerful pre-Christian Axumite Empire, which 
thrived during the first millennium A.D., and also remains the holiest of cities for 
Ethiopian Orthodox Christians, who believe that the Ark of the Covenant resides in 
a church there. The symbolism invested in Axum's ancient monuments made 
Italy's refusal to return the obelisk all the more humiliating for Ethiopia.  

 
A 14-year campaign led by Italian, Ethiopian, and British intellectuals successfully mounted enough pressure to 
force the return. In the meantime, experts had also agreed on a safe way to disassemble the stele into three 
segments.  
 
In the weeks before the stele's arrival, euphoria seized much of the nation. Parading school children, chanting 
priests, and dancing Axumites were broadcast daily on Ethiopian television. Even the foreign press reveled in the 
nation's proud homecoming party.  
 
In Awash, a small town located east of Addis in the isolated Afar region, a young school boy was aware of the 
return but unmoved. "The Italians are giving it back to the people in Axum," he says.  
"This is a gift from our leaders to their own people," adds Mohammed, a Muslim from Harar in the eastern 
highlands now living in Addis.  
 
Others criticize the money invested in the repatriation mission, which was provided by the Italian government and 
estimated at close to $8 million. "Educated Ethiopians are not in favor of this," says Yimer, a retired school teacher 
in Addis. "They should spend that money on food security first."  
 
Transporting the obelisk back to Axum was a logistical nightmare. When the Fascists removed the monument in the 
1930s, they relied on newly built roads and bridges leading to the seaport at Massaua. Seventy years later, the 
infrastructure is decrepit and the port belongs to Eritrea. Relations between it and Ethiopia are virtually nonexistent.  

 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Archaeology Today 
Special Report: The Axum Obelisk                   (continued from page 6) 
The sole option was to fly the stele back in three 60-ton pieces on a Russian-built Antonov 124, the only plane 
capable of transporting such a load. Because Axum lies nearly 7,000 feet above sea level, the thin air meant that the 
gargantuan plane could only land when the temperature was below 60 degrees Fahrenheit. But since the airstrip 
lacks navigational aids, a night landing was ruled out. The only option was to land exactly at dawn. "Did we have 
doubts it could be done? Oh, yeah, right up to the end!" says Paul Furlonger, commercial vice president at Antonov 
Airlines.  
 
Plans to reassemble the obelisk in September, following the rainy season, are now on hold. The day that the final 
piece of the stele arrived in Axum, UNESCO archaeologists announced the discovery of a large network of 
underground tombs beneath the site where the obelisk is to be erected.  
 
Ethiopia has a chance to leverage the return of the Axum obelisk into desperately needed tourist dollars. In the past, 
the country has failed to attract foreign tourists, despite pulls such as Axum, the rock-hewn churches of Lalibela, 
and Lucy, the 3.2-million-year-old hominid.  
But so far the only visible step the government has taken is to issue a diktat that prohibits any private business 
activity related to the obelisk, including publicity and publishing.  
Ian Limbach is a journalist based in Italy this article appeared in Archaeology Magazine, Archaeological Institute of America. 
 

 
President’s Message 
 
I would like to welcome three new members, Sidney, 
Don, and Frederick.  I hope that you enjoy our 
newsletter and website. 
  
In a separate section, Caroline will mention the latest 
news about Washington 2006.  I hope that some of 
you will make it to our meeting, and to a Dutch treat 
dinner afterwards.  An important part of stamp 
collecting is the friends you make along the way. 
  
Although we do not have a specific "Letters to the 
Editor" column, your thoughts are always welcome.  
Your suggestions may help someone else, so please 
share your ideas.  Enjoy the summer, but save time 
for stamps too. 

Merle 
 

Letters to the Editor 
Thursday, April 21, 2005 7:19 PM 
Dear Caroline, 
I reviewed with great interest your article "Petra, 
Center of the Nabataean Kingdom". There is a 
problem with the identification of Scott 314 and Scott 
333.  I believe the picture is Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem (See Scott 428 for a clue; then go to the 
internet for large portraits).  Thanks for the 
interesting issue of the Old World Archaeologist. 
Hugh Johnston 
 
Page 7                                             

Jordan #310 Issued 1954  
(Editor’s Note:  Yes Hugh, you’re right.  I had 
misread the monetary denominations since there are 
no photos in Scott Catalogue of these stamps, and the 
5 value is Petra the 50 is Al Aqsa Mosque and I 
showed the 50 value.  Mia Culpa.  I have the stamp!  
Errr, was that really on page 1?) 
 
Tuesday, April 19, 2005 9:46 PM 
Dear Caroline;  
Archaeology magazine says that a new Tut exhibit 
will be coming to the US next year.  Maybe we can 
do some kind of tie in with it.  I think Philadelphia. 
will be one of the host cities.   
50 of the 130 items are Tut's.  The other items are 
from other Valley of the Kings burials. 
Los Angeles  June 16 to Nov. 15, 2005 
December thru April 2006  Fort Lauderdale 
Chicago  May 2006 to Jan 2007 
Philadelphia, PA.  Feb. thru Sept 2007,  
and then to London. 
Merle  
 
(Editor’s Note:  Has any member in the L.A. area 
seen this exhibit and can tell us about it?) 
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Pharaonic Who? 
By Hugh W. Johnston 
Most of us who are serious thematic or topical collectors are interested in the central design of the stamp.  
Oftentimes stamp-issuing governments provide little or no information which might be helpful. The compilers of 
catalogs take the easy way out and the errors and omissions are simply copied into future editions or into catalogs 
compiled by others.  In this article we examine some over generalizations or omissions which use the word 
“pharaonic”, defined in Webster’s Third New International Dictionary as “of, relating to or characteristic of a 
pharaoh or the pharaohs”.  The word encompasses a wide latitude in dating artifacts and sites.  Can we rewrite the 
captions so as to make them more meaningful?  In many instances, we can; with some, there are difficulties in the 
way. 
 
Two beautiful sets of stamps, illustrated below, are captioned “Pharaonic Dress”.  For each stamp I have identified 
the central figure (and where it may be found today in parentheses). 
 

                    
 

Goddess Isis 1   Queen Ahmose-Nefertari 2  Goddess Isis 3 
(Tomb of Amenkerkhepshef,                    (British Museum, London)      (Tomb of Nefertari, Thebes) 

     Thebes)  Scott #728, Jan 2 1968               Scott #729, Jan 2, 1968           Scott #730, Jan 2, 1968 
 
In Scott’s catalog the captions (Scott Egypt 728-730) “Pharaonic Dress” are noted as “various pharaonic dresses 
from temple decorations”.  The Nile Post (C464-480) adds the phrase “in pharaonic dress” after each name.  Balian 
captions the above as “Goddess Isis”, “Queen Nefertari”, and “Goddess Isis”.  Stanley Gibbons simply states “Isis”, 
“Nefertari” and again “Isis” after the heading “Pharaonic Dress”. 
 
Things are a little better for the captions on the second set of stamps (Scott Egypt 752-755) labeled “Pharaonic 
Dress”: 

       
     

   Son of Rameses III 4      Rameses III 5       Servant Carrying Offerings 6 
                 (Tomb of Amunherkopshef,    (Tomb of Amunherkopshef,    (Cairo Museum) 
          Thebes) Scott #752    Thebes) Scott #753    Scott #754, Jan 2, 1969 

   Jan 2, 1969      Jan 2, 1969 
(continued on page 9) 
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Pharaonic Who? 
By Hugh W. Johnston                                  (continued from page 8) 
 

 
Queen Nefertari 7 
(Tomb of Nefertari, 
Thebes)Sc #755, Jan 2, 1969                   
 
 

Scott labels the third stamp “Girl carrying basket on her head” and the fourth 
stamp “Queen of the New Empire in Transparent Dress”.  The Nile Post labels all 
accurately, as does Stanley Gibbons.  You can see from the above that one must 
have access to more than one stamp catalog to be sure of the specificity of the 
captions. 
 
Let us now examine a set of stamps labeled “Pharaonic Athletes” in Scott.  From 
the lowest to the highest values these (Scott Egypt 646-649) are captioned 
“Pharaonic Athletes”, “Four Athletes”, “Wrestlers” and “Pharaoh in Chariot 
Hunting”.  The Nile Post labels these as “Gymnastics” (two values), “Wrestlers” 
and “Chariot Hunting Lions”.  Balian and Gibbons do the same.  Are you 
confused?  My research has turned up the following assignments (central designs 
on three of the stamps are from tomb wall paintings). 
 
 

                     
 “Pressing the Grapes” 8                       “Bringing the Kid In” 9       Tutankhamun Hunting Lions 10                                Wrestlers 11 
(Mastaba of Mereruka, Saqqara)      (Mastaba of Mereruka,     (Lid of Painted Box, Thebes)                      (Tomb of Baker, Beni  
Scott #646, Oct 10, 1964             Saqqara) Scott #647          Scott #649                                                   Hasan) Scott #648 
 
 
Let us now consider a souvenir sheet 
labeled “Present Day Basket Dance 
and Pharaonic Dance” (Scott Egypt 
702).  Who are the dancers in the 
background?  Balian says “Peasant 
Dancers”,; the Nile Post, “Pharaonic 
Dance . . .” and Gibbons captions the 
piece “Arab Dancers”.  The 
hieroglyphs above the dancers 
identify the figures with certainty – 
Nubian dancers.   
 

 
Nubian Dancers Scott #702, issued July 23, 1966 

 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Pharaonic Who? 
By Hugh W. Johnston                                  (continued from page 9) 
 

 
Scott 1125-8 figure 13 above issued January 2, 1980 

                                 Reed Bundle used        Date Palm,                  Hathor at Dendera    Composite Floral, 
                                 from Zoser to               Temple of Sahure,       & Philae.                  Ptolemaic-Roman 
                                Roman Period.             Abusir, c.1254BC.                                        Period. 
 
A se-tenant strip of four stamps (Scott Egypt 1125-1128)13  is captioned “Various Pharaonic Capitals”.  None of the 
other three catalogs mentioned in this paper go beyond this title.  However, the capitals can be further identified by 
type (from left to right). 
 

 
Scott #1029 14, Mar 7, 1977  
 

A stamp (Scott Egypt 1029) depicts the 
emblem of the 10th International Cairo Fair 
and a “pharaonic ship”.  Comparison of this 
ship with that in the well known set, Scott 
Egypt 118-120, suggests that the correct title 
should be “Ship of Hatshepsut, Deir el-
Bahari Temple Wall Carving”. 
 

 
Scott #120 15, Dec 9, 1926 

 
Mural16; Offering Bearers Tomb  
of Ptahhotep, Saqqara, 5th Dynasty 

 
Consider now a stamp (Scott Egypt 1312) captioned “Pharaonic Mural, Btah 
Hotteb’s Tomb at Saqqara”.  The spelling of the title should be “Pharaonic 
Mural, Ptah Hotel’s Tomb at Saqqara”.  The Nile Post, Balian and Gibbons 
simply caption the stamp “Tomb Painting, Sakkara”.  I suggest the more 
specific caption shown. 

Scott #1312, Feb 27, 1986 
 

 
Scott #B33 17 
Jan 2, 1967 
 

Let us now examine two semi-postal stamps, captioned in Scott’s 
catalog as “Pharaonic ‘Mediator’” (Scott Egypt B33) and “Pharaonic 
Guard” (Scott Egypt B34).  Note that the cartouche of Tutankhamun is 
at the upper left on each stamp.  Therefore, we can be more specific in 
the captioning of these commemoratives.  The first is a shabti figure 
(“answerer”) in the likeness of Tutankhamun, while the second is one of 
the two guards in the likeness of the king placed at the entrance of his 
burial chamber.  Chalhoub correctly labels the first, Balian agrees with 
Scott, and Gibbons says “Ushabti Figure” and “Statue of 
Tutankhamun”, respectively.  Both figures are on display in the Cairo 
Egyptian Museum. 
 

 
Scott #B34 18 
Jan 2, 1967 

(cont’d pg 11)
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Pharaonic Who? 
By Hugh W. Johnston                                  (continued from page 10) 
 

 
Unknown Scribe, 
Saqqara 5th Dynasty19 

 
 
Finally, let us look at a stamp captioned by Scott as “Seated Pharaonic Scribe” 
(Scott #1270 issued Jan 22, 1985). It is difficult to find a more specific title.  The 
statue was discovered in 1893 by Jacques de Morgan in an anonymous tomb at 
Saqqara.  The object (Scott Egypt 1270) bears no identification, but has been dated 
to the 24th century BCE within the 5th Dynasty.  It resides in the Cairo Egyptian 
Museum. 

 
 
Washington 2006 
Yes, the Old World Archaeological Study Unit will 
have a frame at the show.  Deadline for applying for 
the frame is June 30th 2005 so by the time you receive 
this issue it will be a done deal!  Your editor met with 
the Chairman of the show in Milwaukee during 
NTSS.  We are soliciting material and ideas from 
members.  To date we have received some Early Man 
material and some Egyptian material.  We have a 
guide for the Egyptian stuff but not for any other 
items so if you have any expertise or would like to 
see something in the frames, please get in touch with 
the editor or the webmaster; who are putting it all 
together.   
 
Meeting time!  Yes, we have a meeting time.  So far 
we are the only club (5 applications have been 
received)  

that has requested Friday, June 2nd afternoon between 
4-5.  The last day of the show will be a Saturday and 
not a Sunday so keep in mind that the exhibits come 
down and the dealers go home on Saturday, June 3rd.   
 
Other interesting events that weekend will be the 
activities and meetings of American Topical 
Association Study Units and Chapters.  For those 
who are members of the ATA, we have received 
FREE meeting space at the show through our 
affiliation.  For those who are not members, it is a 
worthwhile group to join.  The OWASU is planning 
to have a dinner at a nearby restaurant – dutch treat.   
 
Besides the stamp show, there are numerous 
Smithsonian Museums to visit, all FREE! 
 
 

 

New Digs 
 
UNPA Egyptian Heritage 
On 4 August 2005, the United Nations Postal Administration will issue a set of six commemorative stamps and 
three prestige booklets on the theme “World Heritage — Egypt”. 
 
This is the eleventh United Nations stamp issue to illustrate World Heritage sites and is the ninth in a series of 
stamps and prestige booklets focusing on either one specific World Heritage site or a group of World Heritage sites 
in one geographical location. 
 
SPECIAL FIRST DAY CANCELLATIONS ON 4 AUGUST 2005 
On 4 August 2005, special first day hand-cancellations for the "World Heritage - 
Egypt" stamps will be available at United Nations Headquarters in New York, the 
Palais des Nations, Geneva, and the Vienna International Centre. The New York 
hand-cancellation is illustrated here: 
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UNPA Egyptian Heritage 

    
 
 

The Designs  
37 cents Memphis and its 
necropolis —  
the pyramid fields from Giza to 
Dahshur 
80 cents Ancient Thebes with its 
necropolis 
F.s. 1,00 Nubian monuments 
from Abu Simbel to Philae 
F.s. 1,30  Islamic Cairo 
€ 0,55  Abu Mena 
€ 0,75  Saint Catherine area 
 

Prestige Booklets — (Last Day of Sale : 4 August 2007) 

 
317.3151 New York Prestige Booklet - $7.20 
517.3152 Geneva Prestige Booklet - $7.37  
717.3153 Vienna Prestige Booklet - $8.75  

 
 

Memphis and its 
necropolis — the 
pyramid fields from 
Giza to Dahshur 
— 37c stamp 
Memphis, the capital of the 
Old Kingdom of Egypt, has 

some extraordinary funerary monuments, including 
rock tombs, ornate mastabas, temples and pyramids. 
The Great Pyramid of Giza is the oldest and last 
remaining of the Seven Wonders of the World and 
the most famous pyramid in the world. It is presumed 
to have served as the tomb of the Fourth Dynasty 
Egyptian pharaoh Khufu (also known under his Greek 
name Cheops), after whom it is often called “Khufu’s 
pyramid”. 
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Pictured on the stamp is the Great Sphinx of Giza, a 
half-human statue made from limestone, with the 
face of a man and the body of a lion. The Great 
Sphinx is 57 metres (260 feet) long and 6 m (20 ft) 
wide, and has a height of 20 m (65 ft), making it the 
largest single-stone statue in the world. It is located 
on the west bank of the Nile River within the confines 
of the Giza pyramid field, so that when one 
approaches from Memphis, the Sphinx is seen in 
profile in front of the Great Pyramid. 
Site was included on the World Heritage List in 1979.  

 
 
Ancient Thebes with 
its necropolis — 80c 
stamp 
Thebes, the city of the god 
Amon, was the capital of 
Egypt during the period of 

the Middle and New Kingdoms. With the temples and 
palaces at Karnak and Luxor, and the necropolises of 
the Valley of the Kings and the Valley of the Queens, 
Thebes is a striking testimony to Egyptian civilization 
at its height. 
 
Many festivals were celebrated in Thebes. The 
Temple of Luxor was the centre of the most important 
one, the festival of Opet. Pictured on the stamp is the 
colossus of Ramses II at the Temple of Luxor. 
Hemmed in by massive papyrus-bundle columns, this 
granite colossus was originally carved for Amenhotep 
III and two centuries later was recut for Ramses II. 
Site was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1979.  
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UNPA Egyptian Heritage 
 
Nubian momuments 
from Abu Simbel to 
Philae — F.s.1,00 
stamp 
This outstanding 
archaeological area 

contains such magnificent monuments as the 
Temples of Ramses II at Abu Simbel and the Temple 
of Isis at Philae. An event that aroused particular 
international concern was the decision to build the 
Aswan Dam in Egypt, which would have flooded the 
valley containing the Abu Simbel temples, a treasure 
of ancient Egyptian civilization. In 1959, after an 
appeal from the Governments of Egypt and the 
Sudan, UNESCO decided to launch an international 
safeguarding campaign. Archaeological research in 
the areas to be flooded was accelerated. The Abu 
Simbel and Philae temples were dismantled, moved 
to dry ground and reassembled. 
 
The Temple of Isis on Philae island is pictured on the 
stamp. Its main temple was dedicated to the goddess 
Isis and its construction was undertaken during the 
third century B.C. Philae was the last bastion of 
ancient Egyptian religion and hieroglyphic usage. It is 
also a superb example of threatened cultural heritage 
being saved in the face of modern civilization’s march 
to change the environment. 
Site was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1979.  

 
 
Islamic Cairo — 
F.s.1,30 stamp 
Tucked away amid the 
modern urban area of 
Cairo lies one of the 
world’s oldest Islamic 

cities, with its famous mosques, madrasas, 
hammams and fountains. Founded in the tenth 
century, it became the new centre of the Islamic 
world, reaching its golden age in the fourteenth 
century. 
 
The Ibn Tulun Mosque was completed in A.D. 879 on 
Mount Yashkur by the founder of Egypt’s Tulunid 
Dynasty (A.D. 868-905), Ahmad ibn Tulun. The 
mosque, which had been built over a period of three 
years of mudbrick, became the focal point of the 
Tulunid capital, which lasted only 26 years. At 
approximately 26,318 square metres in size, the Ibn 
Tulun Mosque is the third largest mosque in the 
world. It is the oldest mosque in Egypt that has 
survived in close to its original form. 
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A domed fountain surrounded by double arcades on 
three sides was a later addition built by Sultan Ladjin 
and is featured on the stamp design. This site of 
Islamic Cairo was inscribed on the World Heritage 
List in 1979.  

 
 
Abue Mena — € 0,55 
stamp 
 
The church, baptistry, 
basilicas, public buildings, 
streets, monasteries, 

houses and workshops in this early Christian holy city 
were built over the tomb of Menas of Alexandria, who 
died in A.D. 296. 
 
The Abu Mena Monastery, built in the third century, 
commemorates Menas, who was an officer in 
Diocletian’s army. The monastery is located south of 
Alexandria, between Wadi el-Natrun and Alexandria. 
Legend has it that Menas’s remains were brought 
back from Phrygia by camel and were buried where 
the animal refused to walk any more. A water well in 
the desert came up from that spot. Water wells made 
the area full of vines and olive trees. It was an oasis 
called Saint Menas Vineyards. Today, only ruins and 
the desert are the witness of a once-beautiful oasis. 
 
The site was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 
1979 and subsequently on the List of World Heritage 
in Danger in 2001. 

 
 
Saint Catherine area 
— € 0,75 stamp 
Saint Catherine’s 
Monastery is a Greek 
Orthodox monastery that 
stands at the foot of Mount 

Horeb where, the Old Testament records, Moses 
received the Tablets of the Law. The mountain is 
known and revered by Muslims as Jebel Musa. The 
entire area is sacred to three world religions: 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism. The monastery, 
founded in the sixth century, is the oldest Christian 
monastery still in use for its initial function. Its walls 
and buildings are of great significance to studies of 
Byzantine architecture, and the monastery houses 
outstanding collections of early Christian manuscripts 
and icons. The rugged mountainous landscape, 
containing numerous archaeological and religious 
sites and monuments, forms a perfect backdrop to 
the monastery. 
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UNPA Egyptian Heritage 
The architecture of Saint Catherine’s Monastery, the 
artistic treasures that it houses and its domestic 
integration into a rugged landscape combine to make 

it an outstanding example of human creative genius. 
The site was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 
2002.

 
MORE New Digs    These have been taken from a new issue dealer website.  No Scott #s as yet. 
 

GR. BRITAIN - W.HERITAGE SITES 
  JOINT ISSUE WITH AUSTRALIA)  

 
    

 
CROATIA - NARONA RUINS S.S ROMAN STATUE 
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SP. ANDORRA – 

WORLD HERTG.SITE 
MANDRIU 

 
 

BAHRAIN - DILMON CIVILIZATION 

 
SOUVENIR SHEET ABV. STAMPS BELOW 
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Archaeology Today 
Twyfelfontein, a nominee for World Heritage 
Twyfelfontein is being prepared by the National 
Museum and National Archives of Namibia for 
nomination to the World Heritage List, which 
encourages the identification, protection and 
preservation of cultural and natural heritage. The site 
is situated in a transitional zone between the Namib 
desert and the fringes of the Kunene region bordering 
the desert. It boasts rock paintings dating back to 
between 2000 and 3000 years ago. 
During a presentation at a three-day conference on 
rock art in the capital yesterday, a lecturer in the 
Department of History (Archaeology) at the 
University of Namibia (UNAM), Goodman Gwasira 
noted that Twyfelfontein has one of the largest rock 
engravings in southern Africa with more than 2500 
individual figures. During his presentation on 
'Challenges and opportunities in rock art management 
in Namibia', he noted that rare combinations of 
engravings and paintings are at the site for 
nomination to the world heritage list. However, 
graffiti at the site raised concern, as the presenter 
claimed that visitors are making these marks, which 
are made with white paint on the rocks. 
Gwasira stressed that graffiti is a physical 
manifestation of the impact of uncontrolled visitors to 
a site. He emphasized that in an effort to enhance the 
photographic quality of rock art, some visitors have 
applied foreign material to paint surfaces. "At rock 
art sites, graffiti can especially easily be mistaken for 
original art by other visitors who may not have the 
advantage of a trained eye. It also appeared as if 
some visitors wish to be associated with the heritage 
sites to the extent that they leave drawings or 
carvings that documented their visit, thus 
immortalizing their call to the site," he explained. 
There were also some questions raised concerning the 
'removal' of graffiti, such as whether or not it is valid 
to do so considering the historical value they gain 
through time. Participants claimed that the graffiti, 
which appears at Twyfelfontein, would not exclude 
the site from the World Heritage list and suggested 
that specialists be called in to remove the white 
marks at these sites. 
Source: allAfrica.com (13 April 2005) 
 
The Seeds of Civilization 
Why did humans first turn from nomadic wandering to 
villages and togetherness? The answer may lie in a 9,500-
year-old settlement in central Turkey. Since researchers 
first began digging at Catalhoyuk in the  
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1960s, they've found more than 400 skeletons under the 
houses, which are clustered in a honeycomb-like maze. 
Burying the dead under houses was common at early 
agricultural villages in the Near East-at Catalhoyuk, one 
dwelling alone had 64 skeletons. 
Archaeologist Ian Hodder and his colleagues are also 
working to decipher paintings and sculptures found at 
Catalhoyuk. The surfaces of many houses are 
covered with murals of men hunting wild deer and 
cattle and of vultures swooping down on headless 
people. Some plaster walls bear bas-reliefs of 
leopards and apparently female figures that may 
represent goddesses. Hodder is convinced that this 
symbol-rich settlement, one of the largest and best-
preserved Neolithic sites ever discovered, holds the 
key to prehistoric psyches and to one of the most 
fundamental questions about humanity: why people 
first settled in permanent communities. 
In the millennia before Catalhoyuk's flowering, most 
of the Near East was occupied by nomads who 
hunted gazelle, sheep, goats and cattle, and gathered 
wild grasses, cereals, nuts and fruits. Why, beginning 
about 14,000 years ago, did they take the first steps 
toward permanent communities, settling together in 
stone houses and eventually inventing farming? A 
few millennia later, as many as 8,000 people gathered 
in Catalhoyuk, and they stayed put for more than a 
thousand years, building and rebuilding houses 
packed so closely together that residents had to enter 
through the roofs. "The formation of the first 
communities was a major turning point in humanity's 
development, and the people of Catalhoyuk seem to 
have pushed the idea to an extreme," says Hodder. 
"But we are still left with the question of why they would 
bother to come together in such numbers in the first place." 
Nearly 120 archaeologists, anthropologists, 
paleoecologists, botanists, zoologists, geologists and 
chemists have gathered at the mound near Konya 
summer after summer, sieving through nearly every 
cubic inch of Catalhoyuk's ancient soil for clues 
about how these Neolithic people lived and what they 
believed. The researchers even brought in a 
psychoanalyst to provide insights into the prehistoric 
mind. Before humans could domesticate the wild 
plants and animals around them, Hodder says, they 
had to tame their own wild nature-a psychological 
process expressed in their art. In fact, Hodder believes that 
Catalhoyuk's early settlers valued spirituality and artistic 
expression so highly that they located their village in the 
best place to pursue them. 
Source: Smithsonian Magazine (May 2005) 
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Web Awards                                      www.owasu.org 
 
The Idiom Sisters Content-Rich Award  
05/08/05 
Congratulations on winning The Idiom Sisters Content-Rich Award! - AS rating 4.0 
Best regards, 
Judy Vorfeld - Editing and Writing Services 
 
 
 
FANtastic Site Award  

05/10/05 Congratulations! 
 Your site is attractive, well organized, easy to navigate -- we 
give you our "stamp" of approval! 
Since creating our web site, we at Graphics Galore! have come to realize the complexities 
of developing and maintaining a well ordered, visually attractive, informative site; a site that loads reasonably fast, 
is alive with interest and devoid of dead links. Your site certainly has those qualities, and deserves applause. We are 
happy to recognize your outstanding efforts with our "FANtastic!" Site Award. 
We also have a philosophy, that it seems from your site, you might appreciate. We believe that taking pride in one's 
Internet presence and making an effort to connect with others is creating a new sense of community and sharing, 
that the Internet is a place to bring out the very best in people, that people will want it to be a nice and honest place 
to spend some time. 
Again, Congratulations! - AS rating 3.5 
- Roberta Shore and The Folks at Graphics Galore! 

Luuk's Travel Site - Grail Award  

05/17/05 
Congratulations! I am very happy to let you know that your site "Old World Archaeology Study 
Unit" (OWASU) has won my Grail Award. And that's not easy, seeing as you are the 42nd 
winner of this award since 2002! The LTS Grail Award (AS! 4.5 rating) is given to sites that 
perform perfectly and are an added value to the Internet. Your site is that over and over again. 
Not only is it extremely interesting to philatelists, but certainly also to historians. My 
compliments on a well organized and educational site! I for one will visit your site again in the 
future with pleasure! 
Again my congratulations to you and your collegues with this success! Greetings from the Netherlands. - AS rating 
4.5 
Luuk Francken 

 
Gadzillion Creative Thought Award  
06/08/05 
Congratulations!      
I enjoyed visiting your site. It is truly a plus for the Internet and 
consequently I would like to reward your efforts with the Gadzillion Award  
For Creative Thought on the Internet. I will be adding a link to your site on the Gadzillion Winners Page soon.   
Take Care and Keep Thinking, A Gadzillion Things To Think About - AS rating 3.5 
- Don Fowler 
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