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ANCIENT RHYTONS 
By Barbara M. Soper 
Rhytons were ancient vessels for storing and drinking 
wine.  The word rhyton comes from the Greek rhyta, 
meaning “to run through.”  Rhytons featured a filler 
hole at the top and a hole at the bottom so that wine 
could flow through them like a funnel.  Rhytons were 
used by the Minoans and Mycenaens in the Bronze 
Age and possibly were exported to other civilizations 
through sea commerce.  Rhytons, in the form of 
animal heads or horns terminating in animal 
foreparts, are believed to have originated in Persia.  
Their spread to other peoples was by the ancient Silk 
Roads of Central Asia and by Persian military 
campaigns. 
 

 
Bulgaria’s Panagyurishte Treasure 

Scott #1535 (11/28/66) 
 
The Minoan civilization on Crete used rhytons as 
libation vessels, filling them with wine or possibly 
the blood of a sacrificed bull.  A fresco from Knossos 
palace on Crete featured a rhyton bearer walking in a 
procession.  The scene is reproduced on a Greek 
stamp(Scott 711.)   
 

                
Greece #711                          Cyprus #547 

(6/30/61)                   (9/15/80) 

 
An actual tapered vessel such as the man in the fresco 
carried was unearthed in an archaeological dig.  It 
became the subject of another stamp issue, Cyprus, 
Scott 547. The rhyton is from the 13th century B.C, is 
decorated with Minoan motifs, including that of a 
bull, and has a small hole in the base.  
 

 
Iran #1562 (1970) 

 
A Persian rhyton, now in the National Museum at 
Tehran, is shown on Iran (Scott 1562.)  The vessel is 
made of gold and features a winged lion. Persian 
kings and  commanders often took rhytons on their 
military campaigns, such as those against the Greeks.  
The Greek historian Herodatus described the 
aftermath of the Battle of Platea between Greeks and 
Persians in 479 B.C.  After the Athenians defeated 
the Persians, they raided a Persian camp.  There they 
found much silver and gold, especially golden 
rhytons.  These vessels, taken back to Athens, 
became inspiration for Athenian rhytons. 
 
Another ancient drinking horn is shown on Armenia 
Scott 497. It dates to the 5th century B.C.  Made of 
silver, its lower portion depicts a horse-mounted 
warrior.  Since prehistoric times, the Central Asian 
Steppe produced wave after wave of horse warriors.  
The treasures of these mounted horsemen had to be 
small and portable so that they could be carried to 
wherever warring factions were fighting.  Rhytons 
were prized possessions of such warriors.   
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor 
 
First a thank you to Barbara Soper, whose articles 
have appear regularly in The American Philatelist and 
Scotts Stamp Monthly.  Her article is the lead this issue.  
When she asked if I would be interested in an article on 
rhytons my first reaction was “what is it?” finding nothing 
in the dictionary, I tried on-line and started finding rhytons 
all over the place!  Even in K-mart!  Of course, today’s 
rhytons are plastic.   
 
I started preparing this issue before the ATA show in 
Memphis June 11-13th to be sent out 1st or 2nd week of 
July, around the 4th thru 12th.  Somehow, I thought I’d get 
more done than I had before the show.  Something about 
an exhibit having to be done completely over, and now 
instead of having no more material left to put in, I have a 
good deal of material and need more pages!   
 
I am also happy to report our membership is growing.  So 
far this year we have added 7 new members!  Most of our 
new members are coming from the website.  We have 
garnered more awards since last I posted them and I will 
put them all on the last page.   
 
The last issue did not have any New Digs in it because 
there was only 1 new issue and one item to add Scott # 
for.  I decided to run Angkor with as many illustrations as 
I could get in there.  I am also looking for a few new 
articles for next year’s issues.  I need at least 4 big ones.  
Someone pointed out to me that there hasn’t been 
anything on the classic civilizations under my editorship.  
Roman and Greek history is not my forte; so if anyone out 
there has something to say, please let me know.   
 
I just returned from the National Topical Stamp Show and 
have a full report in this issue.  I found lots of stamps that 
have not been written up in Scotts Stamp Monthly and 
also the new issue sites I use.  Unfortunately, the dealer 
who had them is not interested in putting up an internet 
site for me to “steal” illustrations for new stamps. 
 
Among the exhibits at NTSS were one of an Egyptian 
theme by Pharoa Athena (Vermeil) and a one-frame on 
caves by Fran Adams (Gold).  I spoke to several people 
who agreed to let me have copies of their work, one on 
mythology and another on a tour of Turkey.  Turkey 
arrived yesterday.  I am lining up the articles to appear in 
the 2005 run of Old World Archaeologist.  I have even 
had people give me some stamps on one subject and have 
been able to make an article around them. 

Caroline 
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ANCIENT RHYTONS 
By Barbara M. Soper     (continued from page 1) 

 

 
Armenia #497  

(4/27/95) Silver Cup 
 
Another rhyton from Central Asia is shown on 
Russia (Scott 3634.)   The horn-shaped vessel 
ends in the forepart of a wildcat or lynx.  A spout 
for pouring is in the chest of the animal.  
Grapevine leaves, laden with grapes, encircle the 
top of the vessel and are repeated in a garland of 
leaves twining around the body of the wildcat. 
The grapevine was a symbol of the Greek wine 
god Dionysus, whose cult spread eastwards with 
the conquests of Alexander the Great.   
 

 
Russia #3634 

(9/3/69) Turkmenian Wine Horn 
 
The vessel is believed to be of Parthian 
manufacture and dates to the 1st century B.C.  The 
Parthians conquered Iran in 200 B.C. and , 
thereafter, controlled much commerce flowing 
over the Silk Roads.   

 
Israel #328 Gold Drinking Horn 

(10/26/66) 
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Still another example of a rhyton appears on Israel 
(Scott 328.) The gold, ram’s headed drinking horn 
is from Persia and dates to the 5th century B.C.  
The animals depicted on these drinking vessels 
may have been sacred to the cultures that 
produced them.  The passage of wine through a 
bull’s head or ram’s head “funnel” may have been 
a sacred rite—a consecration of the liquid within. 
 

 
Bulgaria’s Panagyurishte Treasure (11/28/66) 

#1537 Rams Head Cup & #1536 Head Jug 
 
The largest trove of rhytons ever found comes 
from ancient Thrace (modern Bulgaria.) The 
Thracians were another nomadic civilization of 
horse warriors who, despite being called 
“barbarians” by civilized folks, had exquisite taste 
in art. Thracian chieftans loved to adorn 
themselves and their horses with gold and silver 
objects.  Often they commissioned gold objects 
from Greek artisans living in Greek colonies 
along the Black Sea.  At other times, they 
produced their own art objects, borrowing from 
Greek styles but incorporating their own 
mythology and motifs. 
 
 

 
Bulgaria’s Panagyurishte Treasure 

Deer’s Head Cup #1540 & Circular Plate #1538 
 
The Panagyurishte Treasure, a spectacular horde 
of Thracian vessels, was unearthed in central 
Bulgaria in 1949. The treasure consisted of seven 
rhytons, a rhyton-amphora, and a phial.  All were 
drinking vessels and all were made of solid gold.  
The entire treasure is depicted on Bulgaria (Scott 
1535-1543.) The rhytons are in the shape of deer’s 
heads,  

(continued on page 4) 
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ANCIENT RHYTONS 
By Barbara M. Soper     (continued from page 3) 
 
Amazon’s heads, and a horn with the forepart of a 
ram. The rhyton-amphora is the most elaborately 
embossed of all the vessels.  Although shaped like 
an amphora, it functioned as a rhyton.  Two spout 
holes beneath the centaurs on the handles allowed 
two people to drink from it.  
 

  
Bulgaria’s Panagyurishte Treasure 

Head Jug #1539  &  Ram Drinking Horn #1543 
 
In 1981, Mexico issued three stamps to 
commemorate the 1300th anniversary of the 
Bulgarian state.  One of these stamps 
 

 
Mexico #1246 (9/19/81) 

Thracian Gold Cup 
 

(Scott 1246) reproduced one of the deer’s head 
rhytons from the Panagyurishte Treasure.  All of 
the vessels in the treasure show strong Greek 
influence but gold mining and metalworking had a 
long tradition in ancient Bulgaria. 
 

 
Bulgaria’s Panagyurishte Treasure 

#1539 Head Jug 
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Bulgaria’s Panagyurishte Treasure 

#1542  Amphora 
 
Rhytons are certainly fascinating objects.  They 
tell us much about the cross pollination of cultures 
and art styles that took place among ancient 
peoples. They also tell us that both civilized folks 
and “barbarians” in antiquity had something in 
common ---a love of wine and drinking it from 
elegant vessels.  
_____________________________________ 
 
President’S Message  
While reading about the new olympic stamp, and 
the amphora that provided the design inspiration 
for the stamp, I thought back to a business trip to 
Europe many years ago.  I had the opportunity to 
visit the Roman Museum in Cologne, where they 
displayed a magnificent mosaic floor from a 
Roman villa.  It was discovered while excavating 
for another new museum to be located on that 
site.  The mosaic was about 25 by 25 feet, too big 
to be relocated, so they moved the other museum, 
and built the Roman museum in its place. 
 
Among the materials on display were the crude 
clay vessels that the natives were using, in relation 
to the fancy pottery that the Romans used.  Then 
later, in the downtown Cologne area, I came 
across an Athenian vase in a store window.  It was 
from the same era, 5th century B. C., as the native 
pottery.  Then the major difference in lifestyles hit 
home. 
 
The haves and the have nots of the world are still 
facing the same choices.  Some worry if they have 
enough to buy food, while we wonder if we can 
add another item to our stamp collection, or 
should buy another CD. 
 
If anyone collects pottery on stamps in general, or 
Grecian pottery on stamps in particular,  send a 
note to the editor.  We would like to know what 
you do, and how you do it. 

Merle Farrington 
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Bamyian, Afghanistan  (UNESCO 
Site)    
by Caroline Scannell & Eileen Meier 
 
This UNESCO site is no longer listed among the 
world’s heritage sites.  It no longer exists.  It was 
destroyed by barbarians in 2001.  A barbarian is a 
person who has no tolerance or respect for a 
culture other that his/her own.  How many of us 
can at least occasionally fall into this definition? 
 

 
Map on Flag of Afghanistan 

Scott #689  7/12/64 “Tourist Issue” 
 
On March 11, 2001 the Taliban destroyed the 
Great Buddhas of Bamiyan. 
 
Afghanistan has been subjugated by its powerful 
neighbors throughout its history, only in 1921 did 
an Afghan monarch regain control of his country.  
The monarchy was overthrown in 1973 by pro-
Soviet leftists in a military coup.  In 1979 Soviet 
troops invaded to impose communist government. 
Soviet withdrawal in 1988 left a decimated 
population and a devastated countryside. 
 
Bamiyan province is populated by Tajiks.  Ahmad 
Shah Massoud was a Tajik (Northern Alliance 
Leader).  He was depicted on a stamp shortly after 
his death in 2002. 

 
Ahmad Shah Masood 

Scott #1384, 2002 
 

Buddhism was established in the Hindu Kush of 
Afghanistan around 1st Century AD.  Under 
Kushan King, Kanishka Buddhist missionaries 
traveled the Great Silk Road, carrying Buddha’s 
teachings to China and Mongolia, and Buddha  
 
page 5 

 
was given a human face when the largest Buddhas 
(175 feet and 120 feet tall) were carved into the 
cliff at Bamiyan.  But many gods and goddesses 
from Greek, Persian, Central Asian and Hindu 
cultures were also worshipped. 
 

 
Scott #371, 3/21/51 

Image from Artists’ Proof 
 
The Bamiyan valley, NW of Kabul, was home to 
these two statues for centuries.  The whole valley 
is surrounded by colossal rock formations, which 
are full of caves and grottoes, once the dwellings 
of Buddhist monks, today they are populated by 
people left homeless in the region by the years of 
civil war that culminated in the destruction of 
these statues. 
 
Besides the town being a Buddhist center for 
seven centuries, Bamyian was also a prosperous 
caravan town on the road from Bactria to Taxila  
(Takshashila). It was this prosperity that made it 
possible for the construction of the two colossal 
Buddhas in the region.  
 

 
The Red City – Bamiyan 

Scott #711 5/30/65 
 
Some sites remain under UNESCO auspices to be 
preserved. 
 
Reports on the destruction of two colossal statues 
of the Buddha reported in a number of newspapers  
 
(Continued on pg 6) 

The Old World Archaeologist  



Bamyian, Afghanistan 
by Caroline Scannell & Eileen Meier 
 
around the world signaled the loss of one of the 
most significant treasures of Buddhist art.  These 
statues reflect the dominant role played by 
Buddhism in the region from the 3rd century BC, 
to the time when these statues were created, 
probably in the 7th century.  It was during the 
period of the 1st century BC to 1st century AD 
that Mahâyâna Buddhism made its appearance.   
 

 
Ruins of Ancient Bamiyan 

Scott #712 5/30/65 
 

 
Bandi Amir mountain lakes 

of Bamyian Region 
Scott #713 5/30/65 

 
Also at that time, images of Shâkyamuni Buddha 
made their appearance in Mathura and Gandhara.   
 
The Buddhas were built between AD200 and 
AD400 by the descendants of Greek artists who 
came to Afghanistan with Alexander the Great - 
which explains why they wore ancient Hellenic 
clothing. 
 
In 1220 Genghis Khan besieged and destroyed the 
Buddhist city in the Bamiyan Valley, but the 
statues remained. 
 
Artistic influences from China to the 
Mediterranean can be found in the sculpture and 
paintings at Bamiyan, a testament to the 
importance of this area within the nexus of trade 
routes that connected the Greco-Roman world to    
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India, Central Asia and China. The giant Buddhas 
were among Asia's great archaeological treasures. 
 
From UNESCO 
On Monday March 12, 2001, the Director General 
of UNESCO, Koichiro Matsuura said  “This 
cultural heritage goes back over two thousand 
years and was protected by UNESCO. The 
demolition of the over 2,000-year-old figures was 
"a crime against culture" and its loss is 
irreversible.” 
 
An UNESCO envoy met Abdul Salam Zaeef, the 
Taliban's ambassador in neighboring Pakistan, to 
register the world's outrage.  Russia, Germany, 
India and Pakistan condemned the destruction and 
appealed to the Taliban to think again.  
 
Some of the headlines of the day were: 
Taliban Destroys Ancient Buddhas 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS) KABUL, Afghanistan –  
Taliban's supreme commander, Mullah Moham-
med Omar, on Monday {March 12} ordered every 
statue in the country destroyed to conform with a 
strict brand of Islamic law banning graven images 
of people or animals.Most of the country's ancient 
Buddhist relics, fragments of Afghanistan's pre-
Islamic past, were destroyed, Jamal said. Most of 
an estimated 6,000 statues in the Kabul Museum 
were as well, although the Taliban refused to 
allow anyone inside the war-battered building. 
 
 

 
Afghanistan Scott #280 

1932, Great Buddha 
(likely counterfeit) 

 
U.S. Museum Offers to Buy Afghan Art for 
Posterity - Patrick Rizzo (Reuters, Mar. 2, 2001)   
The director of New York's Metropolitan Museum 
of Art on Thursday begged the Taliban not to 
smash all the statues from Afghanistan's rich 
cultural past and said the museum would purchase  
 
(Continued on pg 7) 
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Bamyian, Afghanistan 
by Caroline Scannell & Eileen Meier 
 
the artifacts rather than see them destroyed”, said  
Phillippe De Montebello, director of the Metro- 
politan Museum.   "Let us remove them so that 
they are in the context of an art museum, where 
they are cultural objects, works of art and not cult 
images," he told Reuters in a telephone interview.  
 
The New York-based Association of Art Museum 
Directors (AAMD), which represents 175 
directors of major art museums in the United 
States, Canada and Mexico, said "The AAMD 
considers this an assault on the cultural and 
historical achievements of world civilization and 
humanity," in a statement.  
 
The Taliban decision to destroy Buddha 
statues was called a criminal act on all 
religions by the World Muslim Congress 
("Daily News," March 1, 2001)   Islamic Centre 
Chairman M. H. Mohamed said:  "As deputy 
President of the World Muslim Congress and the 
Chairman of the Sri Lanka Islamic Center, I was 
deeply shocked, saddened and perturbed of the 
news item over the radio and the media regarding 
the outrageous order supposed to have been 
ordered by the Taliban Government to destroy all 
Buddhist statues in Afghanistan.”  
 
Taliban Open Afghan Museum, Statues Gone 
("New York Times," March 22, 2001 - Reuters) 
KABUL - If it doesn't touch our religion we will 
keep it,'' the head of the museum, Ahmad Yar, 
told reporters. ``We have good pieces from the era 
of the Buddhists but not statues.'' One shelf was 
marked ``figurines'' from Balkh, the ancient city 
Alexander the Great conquered, but there was no 
sign of any. A table near the entrance had been 
covered with wooden bowls in anticipation of the 
visit, a guide said.  Museum staff said about 40 
statutes had been destroyed following Taliban 
leader Mullah Mohammad Omar's order last 
month to eradicate what the movement considers 
pagan idols.  
``There is no one person,'' Yar said when asked 
who had carried out the destruction. ``When there 
is an edict responsible people come here and do 
the job. There is no question.''   
 
A Movement Aims to Bring Buddhas Back  
Salil Tripathi (Wall Street Journal, Feb. 21, 2002) 
When the Taliban ruled Afghanistan, their assault  
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on Afghan civilization was similar. The most 
spectacular assault came nearly a year ago, last 
March, when Taliban tyrants decreed that two 
giant statues of the Buddha, which had stood the 
test of time for the better part of two millennia in 
Bamiyan, be destroyed.  
When the Taliban first announced they would 
blast the Buddhas, many diplomats and 
archaeologists tried to intervene. Japan offered to 
consider ways of moving the statues to another 
location outside Afghanistan. But the Taliban 
regime was in a hurry; it wanted to make a 
political point. 
 
Foreigners Visit Demolished Statues -   
Kathy Gannon, The Associated Press, March 27, 2002  
The Buddhas were built between AD200 and 
AD400 by the descendants of Greek artists who 
came to Afghanistan with Alexander the Great - 
which explains why they wore ancient Hellenic 
clothing. The larger one was 174ft high.  Faiz 
Ahmed Faiz, chief of the Foreign Ministry's press 
department, told reporters “This decision was not 
against anyone. It was totally a domestic matter of 
Afghanistan.  We are very disappointed that the 
international community doesn't care about the 
suffering people but they are shouting about the 
stone statues of Buddha.”  
 
Karzai says Buddha Will be Rebuilt - ("Seattle 
Times," April 10, 2002)  BAMIYAN, Afghanistan  
Standing at the foot of the ruins of a giant stone 
Buddha destroyed by the Taliban last year, interim 
Afghan leader Hamid Karzai promised yesterday 
that his government would rebuild the ancient 
sculpture. In the cliffs where the statues stood, a 
labyrinth of ancient caves has become filled with 
destitute families of ethnic Hazaras, inhabitants of 
the area who fled Taliban attacks. Hazaras say as 
many as 15,000 of their people, followers of 
Islam's minority Shia branch, were slaughtered in 
killings orchestrated by the Taliban, a radical 
Sunni Muslim movement.  
 
It is a great loss for world culture that these great 
monuments are gone.  Whether they will be 
rebuilt in the same location is anyone’s guess.  
Many organizations are presently engaged in 
researching if it can be done.  What do you think?   
From it’s depiction on early Afghan stamps, these 
Buddhas certainly were a symbol of the country 
regardless of the religion they symbolized.  
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Washington 2006 
Many of us are planning to attend the big 
international show in Washington, May 27-June 
3, 2006.  Hotels are available for a little as 
$110/night.  If you have not attended an 
international show before, I highly recommend it.  
Even if you get over-stamped, the many 
Smithsonian Museums and other attractions offer 
much to do.  This is one that can be made into a 
“family vacation”.   
 
OWASU is planning something during the show 
but as yet no definite plans and dates have been 
finalized.  We are sure to get together for a lunch 
or dinner and we have been asked to put together 
a single frame exhibit for the show on 
archaeology.  Anyone interested can contact 
myself or Mr. Fran Adams, who will be putting 
the frame together (this was agreed BEFORE he 
got that Gold!). The entire project will be 
handled by email to facilitate timely com-
munication and we should be starting it in early 
2005.  If you are interested in having your topic 
or specialty represented, let us know. 

 
We are seeking proposals for this one frame we 
will have to garner publicity for the club.  So far 
we have an idea of: 
Area 1. Title page has OWASU storyline, Area 2. 
development of man in a  
timeline/plan page,  
Area 3. prehistoric man, 
Area 4. Egypt,  
Area 5. Greece,  
Area 6. Rome.  
These are the major areas. We could even include 
the Vikings and maybe something South 
American. 
 
We will be seeking donations of both stamps and 
knowledge.  We will be working on a schedule 
over the internet.  Those of you with email and 
internet connections please get in touch with your 
editor at editor@owasu.org,  this is my “official” 
email address for all things Archaeological. 
 
For  information about Washington 2006 you can 
find everything on their website or email; 
website: www.washington-2006.org  
email: info@washington-2006.org.   If you do 
not have email and need information, their 
address is: 
Washington 2006, P O Box 2006, Ashburn, VA 
20146-2006 USA 
 

  Page 8 

 
 
NTSS Report 
Congratulations to Fran Adams upon receiving a 
Gold for his “Dark Caves – Bright Visions” at 
NTSS.  This was the debut for his latest single 
frame exhibit. 
 
Also Congratulations to Pharoa Athena for her 
exhibit on “Save the Monuments of Nubia” 
receiving a Vermeil.  This has been around for a 
while and though not a high award winner, is 
certainly interesting for its content and story. 
 
Another archaeology related exhibit was by Jack 
Green titled “Icarus and Daedalus”, a single 
frame exhibit which garnered a Silver-Bronze.   
 
Also the Old World Archaeological Study Unit 
had a small 1/5 page ad in the NTSS Program 
which ran on page 14.   
 
 

Archaeology Today 
 
New Money Needed for World's Ancient Monuments  
From the Angkor Wat to the Olympia ruins, the list 
of World heritage sites is growing longer and its 
conservation costs skyrocketing. Cash-strapped 
UNESCO needs to attract more private funds to its 
historic sites.  

 
Cambodia Scott #25 

The idea underlying UNESCO's list of World 
Heritage Sites is a noble one -- that a number of the 
world's ancient monuments are of such exceptional 
value and significance that their preservation should 
be a global concern and not just left to the countries 
where the sites are located. 
 
An armed Afghan man stands guard near the 
destroyed Buddha statue in Bamiyan, central 
Afghanistan, which is a World Heritage site.  
Since the "Convention Concerning the Protection of 
the World Cultural and Natural Heritage" was set up 
in 1972, 754 treasures from 129 countries including 
Afghanistan and Iraq have made it to the list of 
World Heritage sites.  

(continued on page 9) 
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Archaeology Today 
(continued from page 8) 

New Money Needed for World's Ancient Monuments  
Ranging from the pyramids of Giza to the Great Wall 
of China, the list may embrace just a small part of our 
universal heritage, but it's already posing major 
challenges to UNESCO's conservation efforts.  
[Deutsche Welle, 29 June 2004]  
 

More Current Archaeology News on 
page #12 following “New Digs” 
 

 

New Digs 
Time to catch up on these.  When the last issue went 
to press there was only one new item that I knew of, 
and the Scott numbers were announced for the 
Anguilla set from the January issue.  To re-cap, here 
it is;   

 
Anguilla Scott #1197-1100  

 
 
New Digs 
 

 
 

 

The United Nations issued an interesting set at the NY MEGA Show on March 4th 2004.  I managed to get the 
whole thing with descriptions when I got a tip from a fellow philatelic journal editor so here it is below: 
37-cent mini-sheet  (New York) 

 

Saga of Sigurd Favnesbane: After 
forging of the sword Gram it is tested 
and breaks. Viking wood carving from 
a stave church. Norway, 12th century. 
Copyright: Werner Forman/Art 
Resource, NY.  

Ancient sculptured stele. This 
masculine stele is from the Italian 
region of Lunigiana and is found in the 
Museum of Pontremoli, Italy. 
Copyright: Massimo Listri/Corbis. 

 

Detail of a matador suit. Material: silk, 
cotton, silver and gold thread. Spain. 
Copyright: Ethnographic Museum, 
Geneva. 

 

Ancient Greek black-figure amphora 
with fighting figures. Greece. 
Copyright: Araldo de Luca/Corbis. 

 

Ancient Greek black-figure amphora 
with fighting figures. Greece. 
Copyright: Araldo de Luca/Corbis. 

 

Detail of a lacquer box with illustration 
of Alexander Pushkin’s tale “On the 
Seashore”, painted by D. Butorin, 
1956. Russian folk art. Located in 
State Museum, Palech. 
Copyright: Art Resource, NY. 

 
 

 
  

 
Above are reproduced the actual sheets. 
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More New Digs      (continued from page 9) 
   
 
     F.s. 1,00 mini-sheet (Geneva, Switzerland) 
 

 

Decoration for cows when leaving or 
returning from mountain pasture 
season in the Alps. Valais, 
Switzerland. 
Copyright: Ethnographic Museum, 
Geneva.  

Sitting woman. Terracotta from 
Cirna Woda, Romania. Neolithic. 
Polished Stone Age, end 4th mill. 
B.C.E. Located in National Historical 
Museum, Bucharest. 
Copyright: Erich Lessing/Art 
Resource, NY. 

 

Plaques used to churn butter and 
then used as a stamp to identify 
blocks with the sign of the owner. 
Rhodanien Alps, France. Copyright: 
Ethnographic Museum, Geneva.  

Detail of a herald’s tabard. United 
Kingdom, 1707-1714. Made of silk, 
metallic thread, beads. 
Copyright: Philadelphia Museum of 
Art/Corbis. 

 

Woodcut print of medieval town of 
Cologne from Liber Chronicarum 
compiled by Hartmann Schedel. 
Created by Michael Wohlgemuth, 
1493. 
Copyright: Historical Picture 
Archive/Corbis.  

Mother and child. Terracotta from 
Drenovac, Serbia and Montenegro. 
Vinca culture, Late 
Mesolithic, 5000-4000 B.C.E. 

 
€ 0,55 mini-sheet  (Vienna, Austria)  

 

Decorative text to St. Matthew, Chap. 
1 v. 18: Christi Autem, from the book 
of Kells. C. 700. 
Copyright: British Library, London. 
Photo credit: Art Resource, NY.  

Ukrainian-style decorated eggs. 
Photograph by Ingert Kuzych, 
president of the Ukrainian Philatelic 
and Numismatic Society. 

 

Statue—“Venus of Willendorf”. Made 
of oolitic limestone. Austria, 
Palaeolithic Age, c. 24,000-22,000 
B.C.E. 
Location and copyright: 
Naturhistorisches 
Museum, Vienna.  

Icelandic Flatatunga panel. 
Copyright: WernerForman/Corbis. 

 

The “God with the Sickle”. A sitting 
male idol with a triangular mask over 
the upturned face. Szegvar-
Tuzcoves, Hungary. Tisza culture, 
Neolithic, 6500-3000 B.C.E. 
Copyright: Erich Lessing/Art 
Resource, NY.  

Medical treatise: ornate initial with 
peasant carrying leeks. Portugal, 
1356. 
Copyright: Archivo Iconografico, 
S.A./Corbis. 

 
New York:  Scott #862;    Geneva:  Scott # 422;    Vienna:  Scott # 346   Issued  March 4, 2004 
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More New Digs 

 
Belarus – Museum Exhibits of Natural History 

Aug 20, 2003, Scott #475-7 
 

 
China – World Heritage Sites in China 

Dec 1, 2003, UNESCO Heritage Sites within Peoples  
Republic of China. 

 

 
Georgia – Paleontology 

Stylized drawing of ancient European Man & Skull, 
margin notes 1,700,000 years old. 
April 25, 2003, Scott #309 

 

 
Ukraine – Military History 

Feb 7 2003, Scott #495 
War with Goths (4th C), Battles with Huns (5th C), Balkan 
Campaigns (6th C) and Battles with the Avars (6th C) 
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Krygyzstan – Gold & Bronze Artifacts from Sakov 
May 10, 2003,  Scott #205 (8 stamps) #206 (s/s) 
Stamp Sheetlet issued perforated and imperf. 
 

 
Netherlands Antilles –  12 Ancient Ships 

Aug 7 2003, #1016a-l 
 

 
Niger – African History – part of a series. 

This issue, though it has a Scott Catalogue #, is 
questionable.  July 24, 2001, Scott #1079-81 
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Archaeology Today 
(continued from page 9) 

Egypt in Nubia and Vice Versa  
An exhibition featuring photographs of the 
dismantling and re-erection of the temples of Abu 
Simbel held in the Egyptian Museum last month 
reminds Jill Kamil of the debate fuelled during the 
UNESCO salvage operations. 

 
Today we remember the dramatic dismantling, 
transportation and reconstruction of the great temples  
of Nubia, now tourist attractions at their relocated 
sites at home and abroad. We tend to forget the 
specialized studies carried out by international 
experts who worked there between 1958 and 1971, 
when the High Dam was completed, that cast light on 
Nubia's many cultures. So many blanks in the history 
of the region were filled in during those years that 
more is known about the indigenous cultures of 
Nubia than many archaeological zones in the world, 
even in Egypt.     [Al-Ahram, 20 May 2004]  
 
Penn Scientist Discovers New Dinosaur  
A curious piece of bone spotted by a University of 
Pennsylvania professor during a horseback ride in 
southern Montana led to the discovery of a new 
dinosaur with a long neck, a whip-like tail and a 
mysterious extra hole in its skull.  
The new find -- a Suuwassea emilieae -- is a 
sauropod, a classification of plant-eating dinosaurs 
with long necks and tails, small heads, and four 
elephant-like legs. At 50 feet long, it's a smaller 
cousin of better-known sauropods Diplodocus and 
Apatosaurus.  
The 150-million-year-old creature is described by 
Penn scientists in the current issue of the 
paleontology journal Acta Paleontologica Polonica.  
"It has a number of distinguishing features, but the 
most striking is this second hole in its skull, a feature 
we have never seen before in a North American 
dinosaur," said Peter Dodson, senior author of the 
research study and anatomy professor at Penn's 
veterinary school.         [CNN, 20 May 2004] 
(Regret there was no illustration with the article and philatelic 
sources indicate it has not yet appeared on a stamp.)  

Petra Remains a Lost City for Many  
Despite continuing problems in the Middle East, 
Jordan remains quite safe for travel. Before his death 
in 1999, Jordan's King Hussein was considered one 
of the most modern-thinking and respected rulers of 
the Middle East. His Western-educated son and 
successor to the throne, King Abdullah II, has 
continued his father's pragmatic, peaceful and 
progressive approach to governing. All of this makes 
Jordan open to visitors, and Jordanians are among the 
region's most hospitable people. 
Jordan is filled with biblical-like panoramas and 
offers some of the world's most beautiful deserts, 
home to Bedouin nomads. This is where Lawrence of 
Arabia spent most of his time, roaming about on 
camelback and fighting to liberate the Arabs from 
European colonialism. 
Along with neighboring Israel, Jordan also shares 
ownership of the Dead Sea, whose salt content is so 
high that you can just about walk on water or, at 
least, lie easily on your back and read the newspaper.  
[Montreal Gazette, 29 May 2004]  
 
**We hope to have something on Petra, the Nabatean City 
of Trade in a future issue of OWA.  It’s a UNESCO site.  
 

World to See Afghanistan's Fabled 
Bactrian Gold  
The world could soon catch a glimpse of 
Afghanistan's fabled Bactrian gold, as preparations 
get under way to exhibit some of the 20,000 or so 
pieces that make up the country's most important 
ancient treasure trove.  
Dates and locations have yet to be finalized but the 
United States, France, Germany, Japan and Greece, 
are among countries interested in hosting the 2,000-
year-old haul that has miraculously remained intact 
despite years of war and upheaval. 
While other important archaeological sites are 
plundered or have been ruined by war, the Bactrian 
gold discovered by a Soviet team just before the Red 
Army invasion of 1979 has had a number of narrow 
escapes, adding to its allure and mystery.  
"When the process of inventory is done, we will 
decide," said Culture and Information Minister Sayed 
Makhdoom Raheen.  
[Reuters Science News, 1 June 2004]  
 

 

Club News – HELP WANTED 
Due to failing health, Eileen Meier has asked if someone could take over the position of 
Secretary/Treasurer.  If you have experience in this type of position, please contact her or Mr. Merle 
Farrington, who’s addressed are on the 2nd page of this Journal.  Thanks.  Ed. 
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Archaeology Today  
(Continued from page 12) 

 

Fatal earthquake that wrecked Bam yields 
archaeological gold  
Aerial photographs of the Iranian city of Bam, which 
was destroyed in an earthquake last year that killed 
more than 26,000 people, have revealed important 
new archaeological sites. 
One discovery dates from between 2,400BC and 
2,600 BC, proving the city is centuries older than 
experts had thought. Another site, from medieval 
times, showed that the community then practiced 
religious and cultural tolerance but was threatened by 
marauding Turkic tribes and the Mongol invasion.  
The history of the city rests on an astonishing 
network of qanats, huge underground irrigation 
channels, kilometers long.  
After the earthquake struck on 26 December, aerial 
photographs were taken to assess the damage. 
Archaeologists working with Iran's Cultural Heritage 
& Tourism Organization (CHTO) asked to see the 
pictures showing Arge Bam, the unique mud citadel 
that symbolized the city. "I immediately realized that 
the citadel should be seen as part of a larger site," 
said Chahryar Adle, a senior archaeologist at the 
CHTO and the French Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique. 
[Indepedent, 19 June 2004]  
 
 
Civilisation's earliest relics are on offer in 
cyberspace  
More than a year after the looting of the National 
Museum in Baghdad, thieves are still picking apart 
archaeological sites across Iraq, stealing antiquities 
from the dawn of civilization. 
Hundreds of cylinder seals - stones engraved with 
pictures and hieroglyphics that were used to stamp 
clay tablets - have shown up for sale on internet 
auction sites. 
Archaeologists and art experts say they have also 
seen an increase in Mesopotamian statues, cuneiform 
tablets and other artifacts on the world market. Some 
claim to have received e-mails from US soldiers 
inquiring about the value of items they have brought 
back as souvenirs. 
McGuire Gibson, a professor of Mesopotamian 
archaeology at the University of Chicago, said: "It's a 
golden age for people who want to collect stolen 
artifacts. It's not just that they're digging thousands of 
objects out of the ground but they are destroying the 

sites.  "Cultural theft is one consequence of the US-
led coalition's failure to provide security.”  
[Financial Times, 23 May 2004]  
 
 

Proposal for a Pharos Museum  
Designed by Sostratus during the reign of King 
Ptolemy II, Pharos was considered one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World due to its immense height that 
reached 400 feet. Standing on a little island of the 
same name opposite Alexandria, it would guide 
sailors into the city harbour for 1,500 years till it was 
toppled by earthquakes around 1345. Pharos, which 
in French, Italian and Spanish came to mean 
'lighthouse', represented not just the ancient 
monument but also the surrounding area. It became 
the subject of renewed interest in the '90s as a result 
of underwater research conducted in the area by Jean 
Yves Empereur and the French Archaeological 
Research Centre in collaboration with the Egyptian 
Archaeological Service. Empereur and his team 
located over 3,000 archaeological fragments, only a 
few of which actually belonged to the Pharos 
lighthouse.  
[Athens News, 14 May 2004]  
 
 
 
Plundered antiquities head home  
Hundreds of Byzantine icons, mosaics, and artifacts 
plundered from Cyprus almost 30 years ago and 
smuggled to Germany by thieves to sell on the black 
market will be returned, a judge has said.  
A German court ruled the larger part of a collection 
valued at 30 million euros ($52.4 million) would be 
restored to the Republic of Cyprus after seven years 
of legal battles with a Turkish man who claimed he 
was the rightful owner, said Judge Juergen Hanreich, 
who presided over the Munich state court case earlier 
this month.  
The artifacts, recovered during a sting operation in 
1997, were looted from Greek Orthodox churches 
and museums in northern Cyprus in the chaos during 
the 1974 Turkish invasion of the island, Judge 
Hanreich said. 
Many of the relics suffered extensive damage and 
broke into small pieces during looting, which made 
the task of identifying them and their origin 
extremely difficult, Bavarian police spokesman 
Detlef Purchelt said.  
[The Australian, 1 July 2004]  
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Web Awards 
Our webmaster,  Mr. Fran Adams, has posted wining the following  web  awards for our  site. 

Mystic Mage's World 
05/01/04 
Congratulations! 
 
We are pleased to present you with the Silver Website Award of 
Excellence. We have visited your site and found it enjoyable. It displays 
a high standard of quality, organization and content. Please accept the 
attached award. A.S! rating  3.0 
 
Continued success, 
The Mystic Mage - Jay  

 
Hawaii City 

04/21/04 
Aloha, 
We have some great news concerning your recent submission for the Aloha Award. All of 
us agreed that you truly do have an interesting web site with quality content and design. 
 
The Aloha Award is not an easy award to win.  That is why this award is seen so 
infrequently. Proudly display the Aloha Award to let others know that your Web site is 
informative, unique and has won this prestigious award. 
 
Congratulations and Aloha, 
Kealoha, Leilani, Bruce and Steve - Hawaii City - Web masters 
 

Bandit's Awards 

04/09/04 
Hi, 
The evaluation of your site "Old World Archaeological Study Unit" has been 
completed. From a possible score of 100 points, your site scored 89 points.  This 
means that you have qualified for Bandit's Silver Award, CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 
I very much enjoyed my visit to your site. I found your site very interesting, with 
excellent content! The site navigation is easy and clean. Also a very nice design. 
Your site has also been added to our winners list. 
 

Congratulations again, - Mark Mclean. 
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