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7  Wonders of the Ancient World 
by Caroline Scannell 
 
Of course, today you have the “New” 7-Wonders, which list more 
modern edifices found over a broader area of the globe.  The original 
Seven Wonders was Greek oriented and likely compiled by a Greek 
traveler.   
 
I have only been able to find two sets of stamps portraying this topic, 
though I know more exist.  One from Cuba, for example, which I have 
not been able to find, and one from Hungary.  The souvenir sheets from 
Mali were offered on the internet.  I understand there have been issues 
from Gambia, Sierra Leone, and many others.  It can be a mini-topic in 
itself.   
 

 
Peoples Rep of Congo, Scott #467, 

The Pharos, Lighthouse at Alexandria  (3rd Century BC) 
There was a dedicatory inscription in the Lighthouse; “Sostratus, the son of Dexiphanes, the Cnidian, dedicated this 
to the Saviour Gods, on behalf of those who sail the seas.” 
 

   
Peoples Rep. of Congo,         Mongolia, Scott # 1888 
Scott # 466, Aug 12, 1978.    Issued Sept. 25, 1990. 
 
 

Of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, only The 
Lighthouse of Alexandria had a practical use in addition to its 
architectural elegance. For sailors, it ensured a safe return to 
the Great Harbor. For architects, it was the tallest building on 
Earth. For scientists, the mysterious mirror fascinated them 
most. The mirrors reflection could be seen more than 35 
miles offshore. 
 
As the last of the vanished six Wonders to disappear, we have 
accurate knowledge of its location and appearance. Ancient 
accounts by Strabo and Pliny the Elder give us a brief 
description of the tower and the magnificent white marble 
cover. They tell of the mysterious mirror could reflect the 
light tens of kilometers away. Legend says the mirror was 
also able to detect and burn enemy ships before they could 
reach the shore.  
 

(continued on page 3) 

http://www.cc.columbia.edu/acis/bartleby/bartlett/485.html
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From the Editor: 
 
I don’t know about you out there, but we had such a mild 
winter – I spent all the money on STAMPS!   Hopefully 
the mild winter has enabled many of us to add to our 
stamp stash and maybe take up a new topic!  Like the 
Wonders of the World!  I didn’t know how interesting it 
could be to just follow the various ancient edifices as they 
appear on stamps. 
 
You have seen several ancient wonders in these pages 
before; those that are not considered among the Top 
Seven, that is.  For those of you who leave reading this 
column for last; at the end of my little article on the 7-
Wonders of the Ancient World I have included a list of 
ancient sites that did not make the Greek oriented list.   
 
In 2007 a completely new list was issued naming 7 New 
Wonders – many from modern dates, right up to the 19th 
or 20th century.  I put this publication together in what 
used to be called the Stamp Room.  That I can find 
anything in it should be a wonder! 
 
I have recently been going through an accumulation of 
stamps I have done little/nothing with - - except add to 
them - - for the last (is it really?) 20 years or so.  I started 
with 2011 issues – which still are not done because not all 
the new issues have arrived yet!  Then decided it would be 
easier if I started with the other end, where there are many 
less stamps and countries to go through.   
 
That reminds me, I have 2 “Miscellaneous Boxes” of 
archaeology related stuff!   Only about 8 or 9 years worth; 
it’ll keep.   
 
I hope you enjoy my little short on Byblos, where the 
word Bible comes from, religion was something people 
went to war over.  Umm, sounds familiar doesn’t it?  In 
the days Before Christ or Before Common Era in the area 
around Lebanon and Judea the Phoenicians prayed to 
Ba’al and the Hebrews Jehovah.  That’s where one of my 
cats gets his name, Hannibal (I refuse to spell it 
Hanniba’al, which is actually the correct for Hanniba’al 
Barca. 
 
This issue will be mailed from the MEGA  Show in NYC.  
I keep forgetting to look up what stamps will be coming 
out.   
 

Caroline 
  

 



7  Wonders of the Ancient World 
by Caroline Scannell         (cont’d from pg 1) 
 
The Pharos, Lighthouse at Alexandria  (3rd Century BC) 
Built by Ptolemy Soter and dedicated to the Savior Gods: Ptolemy Soter and his wife Berenice, the Lighthouse of 
Alexandria, also referred to as the Pharos Lighthouse, was used to mark the harbor, using fire at night and reflecting 
sunrays during the day. It was even shown on Roman coins. 
 
In 956 an earthquake shook Alexandria but caused little damage to the lighthouse.  However, in 1303 and 1323 two 
stronger earthquakes did significant damage to the structure.  When Arab traveler Ibn Battuta visited Alexandria in 
1349 he could not enter the ruinous monument.  Some of the stones were used to build Fort Quatbay. 
 
Temple of Artemis, Ephesus  6th Century BC 
But when I saw the sacred house of Artemis that towers to the clouds, the [other Wonders] were placed in the 
shade, for the Sun himself has never looked upon its equal outside Olympus.  (Antipater of Sidon ) 
 

  
Mongolia, Scott #1893, Sept. 25,1990   Pps. Rep of Congo, Scott #465 
 

How could a simple temple have a place 
among such unique structures such as the 
Pyramid, the Hanging Gardens, and the 
Colossus of Rhodes? For the people who 
actually visited it, the answer was that it was 
not just a temple... It was the most beautiful 
structure on earth.  Built in honor of the Greek 
goddess of hunting, wild nature, and fertility; 
that was the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus. 

The ancient city of Ephesus lies near the modern town of Selcuk, 
about 30 miles south of Izmir (Smyrna) in Turkey.  Though the 
foundation of the temple dates to the 7th century BC, the structure 
that earned a spot in the list of Wonders was built around 550BC. 
Referred to as the great marble temple, it was sponsored by the 
Lydian king Croesus and was designed by the Greek architect 
Chersiphron. The Temple was decorated with bronze statues 
sculpted by the most skilled artists of their time: Pheidias, 
Polycleitus, Kresilas, and Phradmon. 
 
On the night of July 21st 356BC, a man named Herostratus burned 
the temple to ground in an attempt to immortalize his name. 
Alexander the Great was born the same night. The historian Plutarch  

 
Mali ,  Scott #C132, Issued Dec 13, 1971 

later wrote that the  goddess was "too busy taking care of the birth of Alexander to send help to her threatened 
temple", and when Alexander conquered Asia Minor, he offered to rebuild the destroyed temple, but the Temple 
was not restored until after his death in 323BC.  
 
The Colossus of Rhodes  3rd Century BC 
To you, O Sun, the people of Dorian Rhodes set up this bronze statue 
reaching to Olympus when they had pacified the waves of war and 
crowned their city with the spoils taken from the enemy. Not only 
over the seas but also on land did they kindle the lovely torch of 
freedom. (Dedicatory inscription of the Colossus ) 
 
From its building to its destruction lies a time span of only 56 years. 
Still the colossus earned a place in the famous list of Wonders. "But 
even lying on the ground, it is a marvel", said Pliny the Elder. The 
Colossus of Rhodes was not only a gigantic statue, it was a symbol 
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7  Wonders of the Ancient World 
by Caroline Scannell         (cont’d from pg 3) 
 
The Colossus of Rhodes  3rd Century BC 
of unity of the people who inhabited the beautiful 
Mediterranean island of Rhodes, located at the entrance of 
the harbor of the Mediterranean island of Rhodes in Greece.  
 
From its building to its destruction lies a time span of only 
56 years. Still the colossus earned a place in the famous list 
of Wonders. "But even lying on the ground, it is a marvel", 
said Pliny the Elder. The Colossus of Rhodes was not only a 
gigantic statue, it was a symbol of unity of the people who 
inhabited the beautiful Mediterranean island of Rhodes, 
located at the entrance of the harbor of the Mediterranean 
island of Rhodes in Greece.  

   
    Ppls Rep of Congo #463   Mongolia, #1890

 
Throughout most of its history, ancient Greece was comprised of city-states.  In 408BC, the cities of Ialysos, 
Kamiros, and Lindos united to form one territory with a one capital, Rhodes. The commercially thriving city had 
strong economic ties with Ptolemy I Soter of Egypt. In 305BC, the Antigonids of Macedonia, rivals of the Ptolemies, 
besieged Rhodes in an attempt to break the Rhodo-Egyptian alliance. When a peace agreement was reached a year 
later, the Antagonids lifted the siege, leaving a wealth of military equipment behind. To celebrate their unity, the 
Rhodians sold the equipment and used the money to erect an enormous statue of their sun god, Helios.  
 
Construction of the Colossus took 12 years and was finished in 282BC.  The statue stood at the harbor entrance until 
a strong earthquake hit Rhodes about 226BC. The city was badly damaged, and the Colossus was broken at its 
weakest point, the knee. The Rhodians received an offer from Ptolemy III Eurgetes of Egypt to cover all restoration 
costs for the toppled monument, however an oracle was consulted and forbade the rebuilding thus Ptolemy's offer 
was declined.  
 
Recent studies suggest that it was erected either on the eastern promontory of the Mandraki harbor, or even further 
inland. Anyway, it never straddled the harbor entrance. The project was commissioned by the Rhodian sculptor 
Chares of Lindos. To build it, his workers cast the outer bronze skin parts. The base was made of white marble, and 
the feet and ankle of the statue were first fixed. The structure was gradually erected as the bronze form was fortified 
with an iron and stone framework. To reach the higher parts, an earth ramp was built around the statue and was later 
removed. When the colossus was finished, it stood about 110 ft high. For almost a millennium, the statue lay broken 
in ruins. In 654 the Arabs invaded Rhodes, disassembled the remains of the broken Colossus and sold them to a Jew 
from Syria. It is said that the fragments had to be transported to Syria on the backs of 900 camels.  
 
Although it disappeared from existence, the Ancient World Wonder inspired modern artists such as French sculptor 
Auguste Bartholdi best known by his famous work: The Statue of Liberty. 
 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon  6th Century BC 
The approach to the Garden sloped like a hillside and the 
several parts of the structure rose from one another tier on tier... 
On all this, the earth had been piled... and was thickly planted 
with trees of every kind that, by their great size and other 
charm, gave pleasure to the beholder... The water machines 
[raised] the water in great abundance from the river, although 
no one outside could see it. 
(Diodorus Siculus ) 
 
Fruits and flowers... Waterfalls... Gardens hanging from the 
palace terraces... Exotic animals... This is the picture of the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon in most people's minds. It may be  

      Mali, Scott # C134    (Deluxe Sheet)
(cont’d pg 5) 
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7  Wonders of the Ancient World 
by Caroline Scannell         (cont’d from pg 4) 
 
surprising to know that they might have never existed except in the minds of Greek poets and historians!   They are 
believed to have been located on the east bank of the River Euphrates, south of Baghdad, Iraq. 
 

   
Pps Rep Congo # 461             Mongolia,  #1894  
 

It was during the reign of Naboplashar (625-605BC) of the Neo-
Babylonian dynasty that Mesopotamian civilization reached its 
height. His son, Nebuchadnezzar II (604-562BC) is credited with 
building the legendary Hanging Gardens. It is said the Gardens 
were built by Nebuchadnezzar to please his wife or concubine 
who had been "brought up in Media and had a passion for 
mountain surroundings".  
 
The most descriptive accounts of the Gardens come from Greek 
historians such as Berossus and Diodorus Siculus while the 
Babylonian records are silent. Tablets from the time of 
Nebuchadnezzar have not a single reference to the Hanging 
Gardens, although descriptions of his palace, the city of Babylon,  

and the walls are found. Even the historians who give detailed descriptions of the Hanging Gardens never saw them. 
Alexander’s soldiers returned to their homeland with stories of amazing gardens and palm trees at Mesopotamia, 
about the palace of Nebuchadnezzar, the Tower of Babel and the ziggurats.  
 
Some of the descriptions from ancient Greek sources are:  : "The Garden is quadrangular, and each side is four 
plethra long. It consists of arched vaults which are located on checkered cube-like foundations. The ascent of the 
uppermost terrace-roofs is made by a stairway..."   "The Hanging Garden has plants cultivated above ground level, 
and the roots of the trees are embedded in an upper terrace rather than in the earth, all supported on stone columns. 
Streams of water emerging from elevated sources flow down sloping channels... These waters irrigate the whole 
garden saturating the roots of plants and keeping the whole area moist. This is a work of art of royal luxury and its 
most striking feature is that the labor of cultivation is suspended above the heads of the spectators".  
 
It wasn't until the twentieth century that some of the mysteries surrounding the Hanging Gardens were revealed. 
Archaeologists are still struggling to gather enough evidence before reaching the final conclusions about the location 
of the Gardens, their irrigation system, and their true appearance. Some recent researchers even suggest that the 
Hanging Gardens were built by Senacherib, not by Nebuchadnezzar II (ca. 100 years earlier). 
 
The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus  3rd Century BC 
I have lying, over me in Halicarnassus, a gigantic monument such as 
no other dead person has, adorned in the finest way with statues of 
horses and men carved most realistically from the best quality 
marble. (King Maussollos in Lucian's "Dialogues of the Dead" ) 
 
Similar to the Great Pyramid, the Mausoleum is the burial place of 
an ancient king. But the Mausoleum is different, so different from 
the Pyramid that it earned its reputation and a spot within the list for 
other reasons. Geographically, it is closer to the Temple of Artemis 
and it was the beauty of the tomb rather than its size that fascinated 
its visitors for years.   Located in the city of Bodrum (formerly 
known as Halicarnassus) on the Aegean Sea, in southwest Turkey.  

 
Mali, Scott # C135   (Deluxe Sheet)

 
When the Persians expanded their ancient kingdom to include Mesopotamia, Northern India, Syria, Egypt, and Asia 
Minor, the king could not control his vast empire without the help of local governors or Satraps. Like many other 
provinces, the kingdom of Caria in the western part of Asia Minor (Turkey) was so far from the Persian capital that it 
was practically autonomous.  When King Mausollos of Caria reigned from 377-353BC he moved his capital to 

(cont’d pg 6) 
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7  Wonders of the Ancient World 
by Caroline Scannell         (cont’d from pg 5) 
 

Halicarnassus.  The tomb was conceived by his wife and sister Artemisia, and the construction may have began 
during the king's lifetime. The Mausoleum was completed around 350BC, three years after Maussollos death, and 
one year after Artemisia's.  
 

   
Ppls Rep of Congo # 464      Mongolia Scott #1892 
 

For 16 centuries, the Mausoleum remained in good condition 
until an earthquake caused some damage to the roof and 
colonnade. In the early 15th century, the Knights of St John of 
Malta invaded the region and built a massive crusader castle.  In 
1494 they used stones from the Mausoleum to fortify their 
castle.  By 1522, almost every block of the Mausoleum had been 
disassembled and used for construction.  
 
Today, the massive castle still stands in Bodrum, and the 
polished stone and marble blocks of the Mausoleum can be 
spotted within the walls of the structure. Some of the sculptures 
survived and are today on display at the British Museum in 
London, including fragments of statues and many slabs of the

frieze showing the battle between the Greeks and the Amazons. At the site of the Mausoleum itself, only the founda-
tion remains of the once magnificent Ancient Wonder.  
 
The Status of Zeus at Olympia   4th Century BC 
In his right hand a figure of Victory made from ivory and gold. In his 
left hand, his scepter inlaid with all metals, and an eagle perched on 
the sceptre. The sandals of the god are made of gold, as is his robe. 
Pausanias the Greek (2nd century AD)  
 
This is the statue of the god in whose honor the Ancient Olympic 
games were held. It was located on the land that gave its very name to 
the Olympics. At the time of the games, wars stopped, and athletes 
came from Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, and Sicily to celebrate the 
Olympics and to worship their king of gods: Zeus.   It was located in 
the ancient town of Olympia on the west coast of modern Greece, 
about 100 miles west of Athens. 
 

 
Mali, Scott # C130   (Deluxe Sheet)

   
Mongolia #1890            Ppls Rep of Congo  #462 

Olympic games are believed to have started in 776BC. The 
magnificent temple of Zeus was designed by the architect Libon 
and was built around 450BC. Under the growing power of ancient 
Greece, the simple Doric-style temple seemed too mundane, and a 
majestic statue of Zeus was added. The Athenian sculptor 
Pheidias was assigned for the "sacred" task and began working on 
the statue around 440BC. Years earlier, he developed a technique 
to build enormous gold and ivory statues. He erected a wooden 
frame on which sheets of metal and ivory were placed to provide 
the outer covering. Pheidias' workshop in Olympia still exists.  
There, he sculpted and carved the different pieces of the statue 
before they were assembled in the temple.  

 
When the statue was completed, it barely fit into the temple. The height of the statue itself was 40 ft, equivalent to a 
modern 4-story building. Strabo wrote: "… although the temple itself is very large, the sculptor is criticized for not 
having appreciated the correct proportions. He has shown Zeus seated, but with the head almost touching the ceiling, 
so that we have the impression that if Zeus moved to stand up he would unroof the temple." 

(cont’d pg 7) 
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7  Wonders of the Ancient World 
by Caroline Scannell         (cont’d from pg 6) 
 
In the years that followed, the temple attracted visitors and worshippers from all over the world. In the second 
century BC repairs were skillfully made to the aging statue. In the first century AD, the Roman emperor Caligula 
attempted to transport the statue to Rome. However, his attempt failed when the scaffolding built by Caligula's 
workmen collapsed. After emperor Theodosius I banned the Olympic games in 391 as Pagan practices the temple of 
Zeus was ordered closed.   Olympia was struck by earthquakes, landslides and floods, and the temple was damaged 
by fire in the fifth century AD.  
 

The Great Pyramid of Giza   26th-24th Centuries BC 
Man fears Time, yet Time fears the Pyramids  ---  Arab proverb  
 
It is the one and only Wonder which does not require a description by early historians and poets. It is the one and 
only Wonder that does not need speculations concerning its appearance, size, and shape. It is the oldest, yet it is the 
only surviving of the Seven Ancient Wonders. It is the Great Pyramid of Giza.  
 

  
Ppls Rep of Congo, #460               Mongolia, #2889 
 

The pyramids are located at the city of 
Giza, a necropolis of ancient 
Memphis, and today part of Greater 
Cairo, Egypt.  It is surprising how 
close these edifices of the Giza 
Plateau are to Cairo; one of the largest 
cities in the world.  Contrary to the 
popular belief, only the Great Pyramid 
of Khufu (Cheops), not all three 
Pyramids, are on the list of Wonders. 

The monument was built by the Egyptian pharaoh Khufu of the Fourth Dynasty around 2560BC to serve as a tomb 
when he died. The tradition of pyramid building started in Ancient Egypt as a sophistication of the idea of a mastaba 
or "platform" covering the royal tomb. Later, several stacked mastabas were used.  
 

 
Egypt,  Issued Jan 1, 1978,  Scott #  C171   
 
 

The great pyramid is believed to have been built over a 20-year period, 
without the use of slaves. The site was first prepared, and blocks of stone 
were transported and placed. An outer casing, which disappeared over 
the years, was then used to smooth the surface. Though it is not known 
how the blocks were put in place, several theories have been proposed.  
 
One theory involves the construction of a straight or spiral ramp that was 
raised as the construction proceeded. This ramp, coated with mud and 
water, eased the placement of the blocks which were pushed or pulled 
into place. A second theory suggests that the blocks were placed using 
long levers with a short angled foot.  
 

Today, the Great Pyramid is enclosed, together with the other pyramids and the Sphinx, in the tourist region of the 
Giza Plateau. Also in the area is a museum housing the mysterious Sun Boat, only discovered in 1954 near the south 
side of the pyramid. The boat is believed to have been used to carry the body of Khufu on his last journey on earth 
before being buried inside the pyramid. It may also serve him as a means of transportation in his afterlife journey 
according to Ancient Egyptian beliefs.  The Sun Boat has appeared on a stamp but I have not been able to locate it. 
 
The Great pyramid was originally 481 feet high, over the years it has lost about 30 ft off its top. It ranked as the 
tallest structure on Earth for more than 43 centuries, only to be surpassed in height in the 19th century AD. Some of 
the casing can still be seen near the top of Khefre's pyramid. The sloping angle of its sides is 51 degrees and 51 
minutes. Each side is carefully oriented with one of the cardinal points of the compass, that is, north, south, east, and 
west. The horizontal cross section of the pyramid is square at any level, with each side measuring 751 ft in length. 
The maximum error between side lengths is astonishingly less than 0.1%.  

(cont’d pg 8) 
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7  Wonders of the Ancient World 
by Caroline Scannell         (cont’d from pg 7) 
 
Six out of seven Ancient Wonders did not survive to this present day. 
Human imagination urged poets, writers, and historians to seek 
"replacements" for the fallen monuments. In 2007 a new list for the 
Seven Wonders of the Modern World was published. Others argued 
that Ancient civilizations, which the Greeks did not know of, erected 
monuments that should have been included in the original list. 
Wonders such as the Great Wall of China, Taj Mahal in Agra, and the 
Temple of Angkor in Cambodia are a few examples.  
 
Like the ancient list, the new ones include fascinating monuments and 
structures that changed the existing landscape. Today no single list 
has won unanimous approval among historians, artists, and architects. 
Garnered from the internet, below is an alphabetical listing of some 
Forgotten, Modern, and Natural Wonders.  What do you think? 

 
Gambia, Scott # 3155, Issued May 16, 2008 
 

Forgotten Wonders 
*Abu Simbel Temple in Egypt  
*Angkor Wat in Cambodia  
The Aztec Temple in Tenochtitlan (Mexico City), 
Mexico  
The Banaue Rice Terraces in the Philippines  
*Borobudur Temple in Indonesia  
The Colosseum in Rome, Italy  
The Great Wall of China  
The Inca city of Machu Picchu, Peru  
The Leaning Tower of Pisa, Italy  
The Mayan Temples of Tikal in Northern Guatemala  

The Moai Statues in Rapa Nui (Easter Island), Chile  
Mont-Saint-Michel in Normandy, France  
*The Throne Hall of Persepolis in Iran  
The Parthenon in Athens, Greece  
*Petra, the rock-carved city in Jordan  
The Shwedagon Pagoda in Myanmar  
*Stonehenge in England  
Taj Mahal in Agra, India  
The Temple of the Inscriptions in Palenque, Mexico  
 
* has appeared in OWA

 

Merle’s Musings 
  
You have been reading about the financial problems in Greece for a couple of years now. I have been wondering 
what effect an economic collapse would have on their postal system, and on the production of quality stamps for 
collectors. Their early postal system used many overprints, rather than new issues. 
  
I also wondered if any of the Olympian Gods were in charge of finances in the good old days.  The nearest that I 
could determine was that Hermes was the God for commerce, and sudden wealth. That was back before some 
illustrator fitted him with ankle wings and a fancy helmet. 
  
Since there was no mention of fiscal responsibility back then, I guess it was something that was of no importance, 
and the attitude has apparently continued.  
  
A spring stamp show was recently held in New York, and the New England show will occur in a few weeks.  Here's 
hoping you all find items in your collecting interest at a nearby show this spring. 

Merle          . 
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Byblos, (Lebanon) A UNESCO World Heritage Site (1984) 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
The Phoenician city of Byblos was a flourishing civilization around 5000BC.  
It became a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1984.  Located on the 
Mediterranean Sea near present day Beiruit, it is one of the oldest Phoenician 
cities. 
 
Byblos (biblical Gebal, modern Jebeil), the oldest town in the area, dates from 
the Neolithic (8000-4000BC).  The archaeological record shows it was 
abandoned in the 4th millennium BC, was reoccupied before 3000BC only to 
be violently destroyed in the late 3rd millennium, possibly by Amorites.   
 

 
Greece – Greek Language 
Sept23, 2002, Scott #2036 

 
Byblos declined in importance when Ugarit, Sidon and Tyre became more important in the late Bronze Age.  
However, Byblos remained one of the most important Phoenician city-states and ruins of many successive 
civilizations can be found there.  Byblos is also directly associated with the history and diffusion of the Phoenician 
alphabet.  The Greek alphabet and even our own, is based on the one developed by the Phoenicians. 

       
Lebanon 1966. Roman  Amphitheater.    Lebanon 1967,  Aerial view of Byblos   Lebanon 1945. Citadel of Jubayl 
At Byblos, Scott C488                             October 1967, Scott #C520  (Byblos)  1945, Scott #177 
 
Located near present-day Beirut, extensive archaeological investigations, which began in 1921, indicate Byblos is 
one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world.  During the 2nd millennium BC Byblos was the principal 
city of Phoenicia, when it exported cedar and other woods to Egypt.   In 2600BC Egypt sent 40 ships to Byblos to 
trade and brought back shiploads of timber, a precious commodity in the dessert Nile Valley. 
 
The term Bible is derived through Latin from the Greek biblia, or “books,” the Greek word for “papyrus” or “paper,” 
which was a principle export of the port city of Byblos. Although the Phoenicians had a homogeneous civilization 
and considered themselves a single nation, Phoenicia was a group of city-kingdoms, one of which usually dominated 
the others.  The two most dominant were Tyre and Sidon, which alternated as sites of the ruling power.  
 
Among the stories told in the bible is that of Ittobaal of Byblos who married his daughter, Jezebal to Ahad, son of 
Omri.  Ahab then served the Phoenician god, Ba’al instead of the Hebrew Jehovah.    
 

        
    Lebanon, Phoenician Galley             Gambia, Phoenician Trading Vessel   San Marino, Egyptian Cargo Ship 
   Issued 1947,   Scott #208              Issued Oct 2, 1980,  Scott #413            Issued Jan 10, 1963,  Scott #540 
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Byblos, (Lebanon) A UNESCO World Heritage Site (1984) 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
About 1800BC Egypt invaded and took control of 
Phoenicia. However, around 1400BC raids of 
Egyptian territory by the Hittites weakened the 
Egyptian empire, giving the Phoenician cities an 
opportunity to revolt and by 1200BC the Phoenicians 
were again independent of Egypt.  Byblos remained 
independent until c. 575BC when Babylonian King 
Nebuchadnezzar defeated Ittobaal II 
 
 

  
Phoenician Bird Vase 8th C BC  Gold Dagger, 18 Century BC 
Issued Feb 20, 1969, Scott #C593  Scott #C590 

  

About 350-300BC, Byblos opened their gates to Alexander the Great to 
avoid attack.  Coins have been found dating from this period with the names 
of Kings Elpaal (c. 360BC), Adramelak (c. 350BC) Ozbaal (c. 340BC).    
 
<<<Silver Coin from Byblos 5th Century BC,  Scott # C589, Issued Feb 20, 1969 
Issued for the International Congress of Museum Councils honoring the 20th 
anniversary of the International Council of Museums 

  
 

New Digs 
 

 
Belgium, Mayan Calender,  
Issued 2012, no further information 

   Among their other accomplish-
ments, the ancient Mayas invented a calendar of remarkable accuracy 
and complexity. At right is the ancient Mayan Pyramid Chichen Itza, 
Yucatan, Mexico. The Pyramid of Kukulkan at Chichén Itzá, 
constructed circa 1050 was built during the late Mayan period, when 
Toltecs from Tula became politically powerful. The pyramid was used 
as a calendar: four stairways, each with 91 steps and a platform at the 
top, making a total of 365, equivalent to the number of days in a 
calendar year.   
 
The Maya calendar was adopted by the other Mesoamerican nations, 
such as the Aztecs and the Toltec, which adopted the mechanics of the 
calendar unaltered but changed the names of the days of the week and 
the months.   The Maya calendar uses three different dating systems in 
parallel, the Long Count, the Tzolkin (divine calendar), and the Haab 
(civil calendar). Of these, only the Haab has a direct relationship to the 
length of the year. 

                 
      India, Archaeological Discoveries, no information known 
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New Digs 
 

  
Faroe Islands,  Animals of the Viking Age, 
Auk Bird & Dimun Sheep Issued Feb 20, 2012 
 

 
 
 
 
The Great Auk was a bird of the genus Alca, which also 
includes the Little Auk, Common Murre, Razor Bill and 
Atlantic Puffin. All of these species live or lived in the 
North Atlantic. The Great Auk was the largest of these 
birds and could grow up to 70 cm in height. They were 
flightless birds, with wings that were as small as the 
South Atlantic penguin. It was fast in the water when 
hunting fish but very clumsy on land.  The Great Auk 
lived in large colonies along the coast on both sides of 
the North Atlantic, so far south that remains of the bird 
are found in Stone Age and Viking Age kitchen 
middens.

 
The Dímun sheep are more developed compared to the Soay sheep, which have the wild sheep’s light belly. Woollen 
garments recovered from Bronze Age burial sites have the same kind of wool and structure that is found on the 
Dímun sheep, so even at this early stage, wool from these sheep was being used.  The three sheep from Stóra Dímun 
were among the last of the original sheep in the Faroe Islands, and were perhaps brought by the Vikings. In an 
excavation in Eiði in the north end of Eysturoy, half a skull of the same kind of sheep was found. The Vikings 
brought their own sheep to Iceland and Greenland and almost certainly when they came to the Faroe Islands.  
 

      Jordan 
 

    
 

   

 
Jordan, Historical Path, issued Sept 28, 2011, no 
other information available. 
 
It is not yet listed with the UPU, where I would be 
able to get a much better illustration.  I found it on 
Herrick’s Site. 
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New Digs 

    
Korea, Daejoyeong of the Balhae Kingdom, issued November 17, 2011  (Illustration courtesy of Herricks Stamps)  
 
Balhae (698-926) was an ancient kingdom established after the fall of Goguryeo, one of the Three Kingdoms of 
Korea.  Dae Jo-young, a former Goguryeo general, established Jin, later called Balhae, by uniting various Korean 
and Malgal tribes.  Balhae occupied southern parts of Manchuria and Primorsky Krai, and the northern part of the 
Korean peninsula. It was defeated by the Khitans in 926, after which it was partly absorbed by Goryeo. 
 
After the destruction of Koguryo, the remaining people in Manchuria rose up in a restoration movement.  Tae Cho-
yong, a former general of Koguryo, led the remaining people of Koguryo and the Mohe tribe to found a new state in 
the area of Dongmiaoshan in Dunhuaxian, Jilin calling his country Chin in 698. Later Chin was renamed Balhae. 
 
Balhae recovered almost all of the old Koguryo territory and dominated Manchuria, the Maritime Provinces and 
northern Korea to become a powerful nation. The ruling classes were mostly composed of the people of Koguryo, 
and the Mohe tribe formed the greater part of its population. 
 
Balhae reached its zenith of prosperity under the reign of King Son in the early 9th century.  During that stage 
Balhae occupied a large territory, reaching out from the Heilong River (Amur) to the north, Yonghung in 
Hamgyong-namdo to the south, the Maritime Provinces to the east, and Kaiyuan to the west. Balhae imported 
civilized culture and goods from Tang, and its culture developed so peculiarly that it was referred to as Haedong 
songguk (a sage country in the east). 
 
However, after King Son, an internal dispute arose among the ruling class, and harmony between the governing 
Koguryo people and the governed Mohe was broken. Balhae's power was weakened. During the same time, the 
Qidans growing in the west of Balhae gained more power with each day.   
 
Balhae was destroyed by the Qidans in 926. Ever since, Manchuria, which had been the center stage for Korea's 
national activities, has been estranged from Korea's history.  After the fall of Balhae and its last king in 926, it was 
renamed Dongdan by its new Khitan masters, who had control over most of Balhae's old territories. 
 
Starting from 927, many rebellions were triggered throughout the domains. These rebellions were eventually turned 
into several Balhae revivals. Out of these, only three succeeded and established kingdoms: Later Balhae, Jung-Ahn 
Kingdom, and Dae-Won Kingdom.  These three kingdoms were able to temporarily chase the Khitan and their 
Dongdan Kingdom out into the Liaodong peninsula, but they were all eventually decimated by the Liao Empire.   
 
In 1034, Dae Gwang-Hyun, the last Crown Prince of Balhae, revolted against their Khitan masters. After being 
defeated, he fled to Koryo, where he was granted protection and the imperial surname.  This resulted in the Liao 
breaking off diplomatic relations with Koryo, but there was no threat to invade. 

(http://balhaekorea.com/index.html) 
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New Digs 
 

 

Spain, Monumental Arches & Gates, 
self-adhesive booklet 8 different.  
 
No further information known.  
Some illustrations look pre-medieval 

 
Terra Cotta Warriors, Issued by the Marshall Islands, March 15, 2012 

 
On March 15, 2012, the Marshall Islands Postal Service  
issued six new stamps featuring Terra Cotta Warriors 
 
In 1974, at the foot of China's Mount Lishan near Xian, a peasant  
farmer unearthed a few ancient artifacts while digging a well. This  
seemingly insignificant discovery led to one of the most incredible 
archeological finds in history--the 2,200-year-old mausoleum of 
China's first emperor, Qin Shi Huang.  Thousands of extraordinary  
clay statues have been unearthed--an army of Qin Shi Huang's terra  
cotta warriors. Life-sized horses, Infantrymen, charioteers and  
archers, armed with real bronze swords, spears and crossbows, 
were discovered 
 
To protect this precious site from the elements and air pollution, China  
built the Xi-An Terra-Cotta Museum. Since its opening in October 1994, the museum has attracted two million 
people each year from around the world. Qin Shi Huang's mausoleum was named a United Nations World Heritage 
Site in 1987. 
This information courtesy of      Unicover Corporation,   1 Unicover Center,   Cheyenne, WY 82008-0001 
 
New Digs Update 
From January 2012 issue 

   

Portugal, 
Archaeology Issued 
Sept 21, 2011,  
Scott #3353-7 plus 
s/s #3358. 

 

     
Italy  Arch of   Kazakstan Gold Coins         Korea Tripitaka 
Trajan, 9/9/11  Issued 9/7/11 Scott #644      9/23/11 Scott #2366 
Scott #3092 

Scott has also listed an issue by St. Thomas & 
Prince Islands which illustrated Egypt and was 
issued some time between 2004-2008.  The 
Egyptian issue was assigned Scott #1576.  
Depicted are Sphinx, Pyramid, stones and ships, 
construction of the Pyramid, Egyptian 
Balancing Scales and Egyptian preparing dead 
man for burial.   
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Archaeology Today 
Evidence of Early Human Activity in Ohio 
A combined team of researchers from the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, the National Park Service and the 
University of Manitoba (USA) have been examining the boners of an early mammal and have made an exciting 
discovery.   The mammal in question is the Jefferson Ground Sloth (or Megalonyx jeffersonii), which was named 
after Thomas Jefferson, who first examined the bones in 1796.  He originally thought they belonged to a lion (hence 
the 'Megalonyx' or 'giant claw'). These particular bones were first discovered in 1915 but researchers have had to 
wait for modern technology to unlock the bones' secrets. 
     Microscopic analysis of marks found on the bones show that stone tools had been used to strip off the flesh. The 
significant point is that radiocarbon dating puts their age at approximately 11,400BCE, which makes them the oldest 
evidence of prehistoric human activity in Ohio. 
Edited from Cleveland Museum of Natural History (March 1, 2012) 
 
Bronze Age Site in England Invites the Ppublic to Dig 
Renowned Bronze Age archaeological site Flag Fen in Cambridgeshire (England) will host a first-of-its-kind dig 
combining both 'crowd-funding' and 'crowd-sourcing'; for contributions starting at GBP125, donors can get their 
hands dirty and dig for a day.  For those who cannot visit in person, contributors of GBP10 or more will gain access 
to a wealth of resources on the Digventures web site (http://digventures.com/) including live streaming video from 
the dig, 'find of the day', as well as lectures and interviews with experts and 'super-star archaeologists'. 
     Flag Fen was discovered in 1982 by archaeologist Francis Pryor, who uncovered part of an ancient 1600 metre 
long wooden causeway across the marshes. The site lies largely beneath the surface, preserved for 3,000 years by a 
layer of peat that preserves organic materials which at other Bronze Age sites will have long since been consumed. 
"It's the only place in Europe where you can see this kind of archaeology exposed," said Lisa Westcott Wilkins, 
managing director of Digventures. 
     The aim is to fully explore the site before it dries out and is destroyed. The water that has kept Flag Fen preserved 
until now is seeping away, due in part to climate change but largely to active drainage and the growth of neighboring 
Peterborough, which nearly reaches the borders of the site. So, the team at Digventures chose Flag Fen to try a new 
kind of archaeology. "This is for people who have always wanted to try it... [who] don't want to just turn up and look 
at stuff. The dig will take place between 23 July and 12 August. 
Edited from BBC News (March 1,  2012) 
 
Hoard of Roman Coins Found Near Roman Baths in Bath 
More than 30,000 Roman coins were found by archaeologists working in Bath in 2007, it has been revealed.  The 
silver coins are believed to date from 270AD and have been described as the fifth largest UK hoard ever found.  The 
coins are fused together and were sent to the British Museum. Conservators are expected to take at least a year to 
work through them. 
     A campaign has now been started at the Roman Baths to try to raise £150,000 to acquire and display them.  The 
size of the find is not as large as the Frome Hoard in April 2010 when more than 53,500 coins were discovered by 
metal detectorist Dave Crisp near Frome in Somerset. The coins found in this hoard date from a similar time and are 
thought to be the largest ever discovered in a Roman town in the UK.  Roman Baths spokesman Stephen Clews said: 
"We've put in a request for a formal valuation and then hope to buy the coins to display them at the baths.  At the 
time there was a lot of unrest in the Roman Empire so there may be some explanation for why the coins were hidden 
away.”  "The find is also unusual as it was discovered by professional archaeologists as opposed to an amateur using 
a metal detector," he added. 
BBC News, March 22, 2012 
 
Oetzi's DNA Reveals Health Risks and Relations 
The world's most famous frozen corpse has had his genome sequenced. An international team recently published the 
almost complete DNA sequence of 5,300-year-old Oetzi the Tyrolean Iceman discovered in the Alps near the Italian-
Austrian border in 1991, and has found clues as to the whereabouts of his closest living relations. 
     In 2008, scientists reported the complete sequence of DNA taken from Oetzi's cellular mitochondria. It contained 
mutations not found in present-day populations, and led to speculation that the iceman had belonged to a people that 
has vanished from Europe. To get a better picture of Oetzi's ancestry and a look at some of his genetic traits, Albert 
Zink, head of the Institute for Mummies and the Iceman in  Bolzano  (Italy)  and  his  team sequenced the DNA from  

(continued next page) 
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Archaeology Today 
Oetzi's DNA Reveals Health Risks and Relations  (continued from pg 14) 
the nuclei of cells taken from a sliver of the iceman's pelvic bone. The sequence accounts for around 96% of Oetzi's 
genome.  The data suggest that Oetzi had brown eyes and type-O blood, and was lactose intolerant. Zink's team also 
discovered gene variants linked to hardened arteries, which could help to account for calcium deposits found in 
scans. "He wasn't obese, he was very active, he doesn't have strong risk factors for developing calcification of his 
heart," says Zink. "Perhaps he developed this due to a genetic predisposition." 
     Oetzi's genome also hints at other health problems: Zink's team found almost two-thirds of the genome of 
Borrelia borgdorferi, a bacterium that causes Lyme disease. No other telltale signs of Lyme disease in Oetzi's 
preserved tissues were found but he speculates that tattoos on the iceman's spine and ankles and behind his right 
knee could have been an attempt to treat the joint pain that occurs when the condition goes untreated. 
     Zink's team also gathered information about Oetzi's ancestry. His Y chromosome possesses mutations most 
commonly found among men from Sardinia and Corsica, and his nuclear genome puts his closest present-day 
relatives in the same area. Perhaps Oetzi's kind once lived across Europe, before dying out or interbreeding with 
other groups everywhere except on those islands. That makes sense, says Eske Willerslev, a palaeogenomicist at the 
University of Copenhagen. "Sardinians are a group that people have considered distinct from other Europeans, and 
in this regard it would be interesting if they were more widely distributed in the past." 
Edited from Nature (28 February 2012) 
 
Ancient goldmine discovered in Ethiopia 
An ancient goldmine discovered on a hill on the Gheralta plateau in northern Ethiopia is said to be the treasure trove 
of Queen of Sheba, the biblical legend who traveled from Ethiopia to Israel to meet King Solomon about 3,000 years 
ago.  Called by different names such as Balqis in Islamic tradition and Makeda in Ethiopian culture, the queen is 
mentioned everywhere in biblical history as the 'Queen of Sheba'. Legend has it that she was charmed by the king's 
wisdom, and gifted him four and a half tons of gold. The source of her wealth has remained a mystery. However, 
British archaeologist Louise Schofield claims to have discovered an enormous gold mine, which she believes was 
the possible origin. 
     An excavation team led by Schofield, a former British Museum curator, has found the entrance to the mine, 
covered with a stone slab 6 meters tall carved with a sun and crescent moon. Those symbols, along with Sabaean 
inscriptions, and remnants of a temple to Sheba's deity, the Moon God, found near the excavation site indicate that 
the mine belonged to Sheba, according to Schofield. 
Edited from IBTraveler (February 15, 2012) 
 
Pottery From 1900 BCE Discovered in India 
Hallmark pottery dating back to 1900 BCE has been discovered during the recent excavations in Rupnagar (Punjab, 
India). The Archaeological Survey of India, which recently started excavating the site after a gap of 56 years, has 
recovered fragments of geometrical designs dating back to the Harappan era. 
     Ropar is situated on a high ancient mound overlaying the Shiwalik deposition on the left bank of the river Satluj 
where it emerges into the plains. It has yielded a sequence of six cultural periods or phases with some breaks from 
Harappan times to the present day. The first excavations at the site were carried out by Dr. Y.D. Sharma of the 
Archaeological Survey of India. The migration of people from Harappa to Ropar has been postulated through the lost 
Saraswati River to the Satluj as both rivers once belonged to. 
     After more than five decades, archaeologists say further digging may allow them to discover typical Harappan 
culture findings. "We have so far found the contemporary, regional elements, but there is a possibility of discovering 
typical Harappan culture items," said superintending archaeologist V.N. Prabhakar.   Experts say once the 
excavations are over, they will use scientific methods to establish the dietary pattern of the Asian population that 
lived there. 
Edited from The Asian Age (February 2, 2012) 
 
Underwater Archaeology: The Elusive Minoan Wrecks 
Brendan Foley, a marine archaeologist at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, USA, and his colleagues at 
Greece's Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities, made a four-week survey of the waters around Crete last October as 
part of a long-term effort to catalogue large numbers of ancient shipwrecks in the Aegean Sea. The grand prize 
would be a wreck from one of the most influential and enigmatic cultures of the ancient world - the Minoans, who 
ruled these seas more than 3,000 years ago.                             (continued on next page) 
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Archaeology Today 
Underwater Archaeology: The Elusive Minoan Wrecks   (continued from pg 15) 
     A Bronze Age wreck called Ulu Burun shows how the remains of a single ship can transform archaeologists' 
understanding of an era. Discovered in 1982, about 9 kms southeast of Kash in southern Turkey, it dates from 
around 1300 BCE, a century or two after the Minoans disappeared. It took ten years to excavate, and researchers are 
still studying the nearly 17 tonnes of treasures recovered, including ebony, ivory, ostrich eggs, resin, spices, 
weapons, jewellery and textiles, as well as ingots of copper, tin and glass. What really stunned the archaeologists 
was that the artifacts on this one vessel came from at least 11 different cultures. 
     The Ulu Burun sailed at around the time that Tutankhamun ruled Egypt, yet "it is far more important than 
Tutankhamun's tomb as a contribution to our understanding of the period", according to Shelley Wachsmann, an 
expert in ancient seafaring at Texas A&M University, USA.  The earlier Minoans set the stage for such a widespread 
trading network through their domination of the eastern Mediterranean, and what archaeologists crave is a Minoan 
equivalent of Ulu Burun - a long-distance trading ship packed with valuable cargo that would reveal how different 
cultures interacted. 
     Robert Ballard, an oceanographer based at the University of Rhode Island in Narragansett, has pioneered deep-
sea exploration and discovered the wreck of the Titanic in 1985. Ballard has spent years searching for ancient wrecks 
and has learned the importance of finding areas beyond the reach of the fishing trawlers which scour the sea floor, 
destroying archaeology in the process. Historians once assumed that the number of wrecks in the deep sea was 
negligible, but in the 1990s Ballard found eight ancient wrecks far from shore, between Sicily and Sardinia. "The 
ancient mariner was not afraid of going out to sea," says Ballard. Like Foley, he believes Minoan ships are waiting to 
be discovered.  Foley estimates that hundreds of thousands of ships must have sunk in ancient times - thousands in 
the Bronze Age alone. That could shift marine archaeologists into an era in which they can use statistical data 
gathered to build up a bigger picture of trade routes, migration and warfare throughout history. "We'd rather find 500 
ships than excavate one," says Ballard. 
Edited from Nature (January 25, 2012) 
 
Oldest Representation of the Tower of Babel 
Carved on a black stone, which has already been dubbed the 'Tower of Babel' stele, the inscription dates to 604-562 
BCE. It was found in the collection of Martin Schoyen, a businessman from Norway who owns the largest private 
manuscript assemblage formed in the 20th century. 
     Consisting of 13,717 manuscript items spanning over 5,000 years, the collection also includes a large number of 
pictographic and cuneiform tablets - some of the earliest known written documents - spanning most of the written 
history of Mesopotamia, an area near modern Iraq.  A total of 107 cuneiform texts, dating from the Uruk period 
about 5,000 years ago to the Persian period about 2,400 years ago, have been now translated by an international 
group of scholars and published in the book 'Cuneiform Royal Inscriptions and Related Texts in the Schoyen 
Collection'.  The Tower of Babel stele clearly shows the Tower and King Nebuchadnezzar II, who ruled Babylon 
some 2,500 years ago. The first Babylonian king to rule Egypt, he is also famous for building the legendary Hanging 
Gardens - one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world - and many temples all over Babylonia. 
     In the inscription, his standing figure is portrayed with the royal conical hat, holding a staff in his left hand and a 
scroll (or a foundation nail) in his outstretched right hand. Calling himself the 'great restorer and builder of holy 
places,' he also reconstructed Etemenanki, a 7-story, almost 90-metre-tall temple (known as a ziggurat) dedicated to 
the god Marduk.  According to Andrew George, a professor of Babylonian at the University of London and editor of 
the book, the relief yields only the fourth certain representation of Nebuchadnezzar II. The inscription also depicts 
the Tower of Babel in face view, features a line drawing of the ground plan of the temple, and clearly identifies the 
tower as the 'great ziggurat of Babylon'. 
Edited from Discovery News (December 27, 2011) 
From the Web Site: 

 
Have you visited out website recently?   
A membership application is available for printing, so is 
a flyer advertising our club.  They print easily for those 
of you attending stamp shows around the country to 
leave at the literature table.   
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