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The Moors In Iberia 
By Barbara M. Soper 
 
The Moorish conquest of Iberia began in 711 when a Moor named Tarik bin Zlyad gathered an army of 7000 
Africans and crossed from Africa to Gibraltar.  Beyond Gibraltar, was Spain and Portugal, lands that had known 
their share of invaders, including Carthaginians, Romans and Visigoths.  Now they would know a new breed of 
invader, North Africans who professed the faith of Islam, and who would soon hold sway over the entire Iberian 
Peninsula. 
 

 
Fig. 1,  Yemen (non-Scott issue) 
 
 

Two Moorish gentlemen, in the garb of their era, are shown on a stamp from 
Yemen (not cataloged by Scott) in Figure 1.  Moors were proud warriors, 
but also people who loved fostering civic improvements and advancing 
educational opportunities.  Once established in Iberia, they began 
transforming the area with their distinctive art and architecture.  Like the 
Romans before them, the Moors believed that cleanliness was next to 
godliness. They were fond of baths and running water. They devised new 
ways to bring snow melt from the Sierra Nevada Mountains to towns and 
cities, where it could flow into baths, fountains and channels in the floors of 
public buildings. This necessitated the repair of old Roman aqueducts and 
cisterns as well as the introduction of water wheels.  

     
    Fountains; Algeria #739-41, Issued Mar 22, 1984,                     Morocco #476, Jan 22, 1981 

                                         
Moorish fountains blossomed across Iberia. The fountains featured hand made tiles, painted in beautiful colors.  
Examples of North African tiled fountains appear on Algeria (Scott 739-741) and Morocco (Scott 476) in Figure 2.  
Tiles were also used as wainscoting on the walls of public buildings.      
 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
I hope everyone got what they wanted for Christmas, 
especially stamps and hobby stuff.  I found something very 
interesting in a bookseller’s remainders listing;  “The World 
Heritage Sites of UNESCO  -- Ancient Civilizations”.  It’s one 
of those coffee table books by White Star Publishers, an 
import from Italy.  I bought it as a belated birthday gift for 
myself so you’ll be seeing some shorts on UNESCO Sites.   
 
The 5th Megalithomania conference will be taking place in 
Glastonbury, England during early May.  A blurb in 
Archaeology Today will give dates and ticket prices, just in 
case somebody is interested in attending.  I didn’t know there 
was a Magalithomania anything!   
 
Has anybody noticed the Pin Up of the Month?  King Tut!  He 
graces several magazine covers for February and March, 
including Archaeology, KMT, and I think it was Smithsonian 
that put him on a special issue. 
 
A new feature debuts this issue.  It should have been in 
January’s issue but I could not get everything together in time.  
This time I had help.  Mr. Gerald Gallagher sent me his blurb 
about one stamp, and that gave me a push to get mine done.  
Another member told me he would like to write something but 
how about only one stamp, something short.  I like his better 
than mine so his will be the “model”.  Send me something 
about your favorite archaeology stamp. 
 
As I write this I am (again) snowed in.  Just think of all the 
money I’m saving on gas since I refuse to dig out a car when 
the train is a block away.  I may not be able to get to my 
library branch, but another is at the next train station!   
 
Barbara Soper is back to her writing, after an unplanned hiatus 
with articles in the April issue of Scotts Stamp Monthly and 
the April issue of the Old World Archaeologist. 
 
I recently read James Patterson’s new mystery “Who Killed 
King Tut”, which took about 4 hours, but someone on the train 
saw me reading it and had just come across an article in 
Newsday, the local paper about Akhenaten.  Apparently they 
now have absolute proof that his mummy was among those 
found in KV55 in 1907.   
 
Also somewhere in this issue (wherever I can squeeze it in) is 
the summary of who we are, what we liked during the past 
year and also what we did not like. 
 
As this issue goes to “press” it is again Tax Season, my least 
favorite time of the year.  Too much paperwork!  No new 
stamps being issued April 15th so this goes out the 16th. 
 

Caroline 



  
 
The Moors In Iberia 
By Barbara M. Soper 
 

 
Fig. 3, Interior of La Mesquita, Cordoba, Maximum Card 
Franked with Scott #1208 Issued April 8, 1964                                                                                                                                  

 
The Moorish Empire in Iberia was established when 
Europe was beginning to emerge from the Dark Ages.  
Learning, medicine, and public works projects lagged 
in  Europe while those things made great strides under 
the Moorish rulers of Iberia. A postcard in Figure 3, 
franked by Spain #1208 shows one of the glories of 
Islamic Spain---the Great Mosque of Cordoba.  Built in 
785 and expanded many times over 200 years, it 
became one of the largest mosques in the Islamic 
world.  Its great prayer hall was filled with almost 500 
columns topped by striped horseshoe-shaped arches.  It 
is identified with the Ummayad Dynasty from 
Morocco, which ruled from 756 until 1031. 
 
Not only its mosque but also the entire city of Cordoba 
was a fabulous place in the 10th century.  It was reputed 
to have 4000 public markets, 200,000 homes, 800 
public schools, and royal palaces surrounded by 
beautiful gardens. In addition, Moorish Spain had more 
than 17 great universities at a time when Europe had 
very few. Astronomy, geography, chemistry, physics, 
mathematics and philosophy were all enthusiastically 
promoted in these universities. 

 
 
When a national philatelic Exhibition was held in Cordoba in 1986, a 
souvenir sheet was issued, Spain (Scott 2490,) showing a caliph 
releasing a pigeon along with an exterior view of the Cordoba 
Mosque. The souvenir sheet appears in Figure 4. In the golden age of 
Moorish rule, the caliphs were known for their tolerance of people of 
other religions.  Jews, Christians, and Moslems lived together in one 
society and often studied together.  Institutions of higher learning 
helped to preserve the books of Greek and Roman authors, allowing 
them to be passed down to our own day. That included medical texts 
from the Greek Hippocrates and the Roman Galen. 

 
Fig. 4, Spain Scott #2490 Issued Oct 7, 1986 

 
Medicine was a central part of Medieval Islamic culture.  It was a distillation of the medical knowledge of Arabia, 
Persia, Greece, Rome and India. Islamic physicians like Ibn Sina (Avicenna) wrote over 100 books on the subject 
of medicine known as the Cannons of Medicine. Ibn Nafis described how blood goes from the heart to the lungs 
and distributes air throughout the body.  A post-card in Figure 5, franked by Algeria (Scott 306) was issued in 1963 
to celebrate the Arabic contribution to medicine. 
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The Moors In Iberia 
By Barbara M. Soper 

   
        Fig. 5, Arab Medicine in the Medieval Ages, Franked with Algeria Scott #306, Issued July 29, 1963, Cancel for Red  
        Cross on reverse of card is shown at right. 
 

 
Fig. 6, Dominica,   
Scott #2185p, Dec 31, 1999 

The Jewish physician Maimonides is shown on a stamp from Dominica 
(Scott 2185p) in Figure 6.  Maimonides was born in Cordoba and lived 
there during the golden age of tolerance under the first Moorish rulers.  
He was a rabbi, physician, and philosopher who kept the Aristotelian 
tradition alive.  He also codified Jewish law. 
 
Islamic physicians were famed for their treatment of eye diseases. They 
also recognized the importance of preventive medicine by introducing 
fruits and vegetables into Iberia that encouraged a healthier diet.  
Irrigation was used extensively to sustain orchards of orange and lemon 
trees, pomegranates, and bananas.  

 
Ibn Rushd, (also known as Averroes) is shown on a stamp from Lesotho (Scott 1221j) 
in Figure 7.  He was one of the most important philosophers and translators of 12th 
century Islamic Spain.  Averroes integrated Aristotelian philosophy with Islamic 
thought.   
 
The Moors had a secret weapon in the fight to expand literacy and education.  It was 
paper, which they had learned about from the Chinese.  Paper was readily at hand in 
Moorish Iberia.  It was a wonderful aid to book production.  Bound volumes of books 
were easier to put on library shelves than the previously used parchment scrolls. 
 

 
   Fig.7, Lesotho #1221j 
   Issued Dec 31, 1999 

 
Fig. 8, Ibn Battua, Traveller 
Morocco #965,  Feb 24, 2004 
 

 
In addition to their scholars and scientists, the Moors also had their great 
travelers.  One of the greatest of them was Ibn Battuta, a Moroccan, who left 
on a haj to Mecca and never returned for 30 years.  He traveled to Eastern and 
Central Europe, North Africa, India, Central Asia, and China.  Indeed, his 
travels exceeded those of Marco Polo by 75,000 miles.  Some of the best 
information on the medieval Islamic world came from Ibn Battuta, who 
visited Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Europe and parts of Russia and 
Afghanistan.  He was one of the greatest geographers of all time and is shown 
on a Moroccan stamp (Scott 965) in Figure 8. 
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The Moors In Iberia 
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Fig. 9,  Painting by Wm Merritt Chase (American) 1876       Fig. 10, Arab Postrider                 Fig. 11, Yemen, non-Scott 

           Spain, #2393, Oct.5, 1984 
 
The Moors were renowned for their swords and daggers.  Toledo blades were considered the best in the world. A 
postcard in Figure 9 shows a Moorish warrior examining his sword.   The Moors also had an excellent postal 
delivery system.  A stamp, Spain (Scott 2393) in Figure 10, shows a Moorish post rider riding about the countryside 
delivering his letters.  
 
Music was also dear to the Moorish soul. It consisted of three elements—Middle 
Eastern, North African Berber, and native Iberian.    A favorite instrument of the 
Moors was the oud, which evolved into the medieval lute.  Two Moorish musicians 
appear on a stamp from Yemen, (not cataloged by Scott,) in Figure 11.   
 
Today, the Moors are best remembered for the magnificent palace that they built in 
Granada, Spain known as the Alhambra.  The Alhambra, which was both a fortress 
and a royal residence, was the jewel in the crown of all Moorish achievements.    It sat 
high in the mountains above the city of Granada.  Adjoining it, were the beautiful 
Tenerife Gardens with their lush vegetation, gurgling fountains, and lovely flowers.  
 
The verb “mirar” in Spanish means to look at or behold.  Hence, a “mirador” is a 
window, balcony, or overlook from which things could be viewed.  The Alhambra is 
rich in miradores like this example shown on a Pakistani stamp  in Figure 12.  
 

 
Fig. 12, Pakistan (Scott 778) 
Alhambra Palace Mirador 
Dec 14, 1992 

       
 

   
 

Fig. 12, Cuba, #3410-5, April 17, 1992, Views of the 
Alhambra Palace, With Sierra Nevada Mts., Arches at 
Sunset, Interior Architecture, The Lion Fountain in the 
Patio, Bedroom, Views of Albaicin. 
 

(Continued on page #6) 
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The Moors In Iberia 
By Barbara M. Soper 
 
A set of stamps from Cuba (Scott 3410 to 3415, shown on previous page) in the same Figure, depicts other 
overlooks of the Alhambra.  Visible on the stamps is the carved filigree plasterwork and delicate stucco that 
characterize its architecture.  The magnificent Red Palace was so beautiful that to leave it was to leave paradise.  
No wonder Boabdil, the last Moorish ruler of Granada, wept when the armies of the Reconquista conquered 
Granada in 1492 and he and his entire court were forced to flee. 
 
The Moors contributed much to Spain and Portugal.  Their accomplishments in architecture, medicine, 
mathematics, and music have left a lasting legacy.  But the Moors came to Iberia as conquerors and their 
dominance was resented by the local people.  Also, like other ruling dynasties in other lands, the latter Moorish 
rulers became corrupt and tyrannical.  Much of the tolerance for other peoples and other religions disappeared.  
Consequently, the native population became increasingly resentful of “the occupation.” When the Spanish cities of 
Aragon and Castile were united by the marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella, the days of the Moors in Spain were 
numbered. 
 

       
Fig. 13, Spain,#2500-2503,  Dec 3, 1986; Abd Al Rahman II (792-802) Emir of Cordoba, Ibn Hazm (994-1064) 

             Scholar, Al Zargali (1061-1100) Astronomer, & Alforso VII, Scholar, Tolego School of Translators. 
 
Empires come and go but their cultural heritage lives on.  The postal authorities of both Spain and Portugal have 
issued stamp sets honoring the Islamic heritage of both countries. The Spanish stamps (Scott 2500-2503) in Figure 
13  depict famous Moors and their achievements.  The Portuguese stamp set in Figure 14 spotlights Arab Lisbon, 
showing the sculpted archways the Moors made famous as well as their tile work and pottery. 
 

 

 

 

 
A set of Portuguese stamps, along with a colorful souvenir sheet, celebrates Arab Lisbon (more stamps on next page) was 
issued February 15, 2007 to celebrate Islamic Heritage.   Scott #2876-2871, #2882 is the s/s.  

(cont’d on pg 7) 
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The Moors In Iberia 
By Barbara M. Soper 
 

   
part of a set of stamps issued by Portugal Feb 15, 2007, #2876-81 
 
Fig. 15, (at right) Cape Verde, Christopher Columbus with the Alhambra 
Palace in Background, #619, Issued April 24, 1992. 
 

 

The Moorish conquest of Spain had advanced incrementally, region by region, city by city. The Reconquista proceeded in 
the same manner until only Grenada was left. The year 1492 is famous for Columbus’s discovery of the New World.  It 
also was the year the Moors were expelled from Granada, and hence all of Spain.  A souvenir sheet from Cape Verde 
(Scott 619) in Figure 15 shows Christopher Columbus and the Alhambra palace of Granada.   Both the man and the 
Moorish fortress made 1492 one of the most famous years in history. 
FIGURES: 
Figure 1-- The Moors filled a gap in history between the fall of the Western Roman Empire and the re-emergence of Europe in 
Renaissance times.       Figure 2---Moorish fountains, covered with hand-painted tiles, were a hallmark of Moorish art. 
Figure 3---The Great Mosque of Cordoba was one of the most impressive mosques of all time.      Figure 4---A sultan releasing a 
pigeon is shown on a souvenir sheet franked by Spain 2490, which shows another view of the great mosque at Cordoba. 
Figure 5--Medicine was an avid interest of the Moors, much of it building on things that were learned from the Greeks and Romans. 
Figure 6---Maimonides was a multi-faceted Jewish intellectual of the Moorish Era. Figure 7--Ibn Rushd was a well known 
translator of Moorish times.        Figure 8--Ibn Battuta, a Moroccan, was more widely traveled than Marco Polo     Figure 9--Moors 
cherished their swords.        Figure 10--Throughout Moorish Iberia, postmen galloped about delivering letters.      Figure 11--The 
Moors loved music and are responsible for the oud evolving into the Medieval lute.     Figure 12--The Alhambra palace at Granada in 
Spain was the crowning achievement of Moorish architecture.      Figure 13--A set of Spanish stamps honors important men of 
Moorish Spain.       Figure 14--A set of Portuguese stamps, along with a colorful souvenir sheet, celebrates Arab Lisbon.             
Figure 15---Christopher Columbus and the Alhambra Palace of Granada helped to make 1492 a famous year in world history. 
 

Survey Results! 
We are a very diverse lot.  I have found absolutely no 
correlation between the favorite article published in 2009 
and what members would like to see.  We need articles!  
We need Biblical/Holy Land, Early Medieval, Early Man, 
Cave Art, Seals and Writing Systems, the 7-Wonders of 
the Ancient World and UNESCO.  How about all those 
stamps issued one year to save Venice?  That’s early 
medieval.  Though some members list an interest in 
Rome, nobody listed Greece – so why is Alexander so 
popular? 
     To find the favorite article I take two separate counts; 
one is the number of points an article receives, 3 is 
favorite, 2 is liked it and 1 is well it was okay – sounds 
like a homework assignment.  The scores came out this 
way: 
Alexander received 52 votes with 14 favorites 
 

 
Bronze Age received 44 votes with 9 favorites 
Carthage received 44 votes with 7 favorites, so there is a 
tie for second place between Bronze Age and Carthage. 
Terracotta Soldiers received 40 votes with 6 favorites.  I 
may also add here that yes, I did count somebody’s wife’s 
vote. 
    All others received votes in the 30s.  The two articles I 
received the most comment about were Vexilla and 
Carthage; only because I received a letter from a 
gentleman in Italy with an interest in Carthage.  Besides 
the article on Roman Vexilla, Gerald Gallagher wrote 
something about the Roman Fire Service – the first 
firemen, (OWA Apr 2008) which was later picked up by 
the Firemen on Stamps Study Unit. 
 
My thanks to all who filled out the form.  I use the 
information to decide what gets published in the next year.  
Your vote does count! 
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El Amarna  -- City of the Sun 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
The city of Amarna (ancient Akhetaten) was designed and built by 18th Dynasty pharaoh Akhenaten.  A new city 
for a new religion, monotheistic, honoring the Aten (sun). 
 

 
Akhenaten, and Nefertiti with their daughters 
Egypt C302, Oct 24, 1994 
 

Early Discovery 
John Gardner Wilkinson initially investigated the site 
in 1824, and soon returned with James Burton to 
further examine the tombs located at el-Amarna, they 
had no idea of the its significance. It was around the 
time that Champollion made his initial discoveries 
about Egyptian writing, thus the two early explorers 
were unable to read the names and inscriptions they 
encountered on this expedition.  They identified the 
site as Roman Alabastronopolis from a nearby 
alabaster quarry.   

Karl Richard Lepsius reinvestigated the site of El-Amarna in 1842.  He had heard there was a city buried halfway 
between the old capital of Memphis and the new capital of Thebes, a royal city, glittering with gold.   
 
In 1907-8, on the boundary stones which marked the border of the city; Egyptologist Norman de Garis Davies 
discovered the pharaoh called himself Akhenaten, his wife was Nefertiti and the city was called Akhetaten. 
 

                                         
Cancel used by Egypt for their Post Day 1977     Egypt  #1023 #1026  Jan 2, 1977                      Egypt #340, Issued 1955-6 
shows the sun with rays ending in hands              Depicting Akhenaten      Depicting Nefertiti 
holding ankhs, the symbol of Akhetaten. 
 
Research was difficult because in many places the names of Akhenaten and Nefertiti were scratched out or chipped 
away.  Their royal tomb was never used.  American, British, German and French archaeologists went to work on 
the problem.  “The beautiful one who has come” –Nefertiti, was not mentioned in the Kings Lists compiled around 
200BC. In the list of kings Horemheb, the soldier pharaoh, follows Amenhotep III, omitting Amenhotop 
IV/Akhenaten, Tutankamen and Ay. 
 
Excavation 
Tel El Amarna was originally excavated by W.M. Flinders Petrie 
1891-2, who published his findings in 1894.  He uncovered three 
areas; the Great Temple, the Great Palace or King’s House and the 
Records Office.  The floor  design, which Petrie preserved in 
watercolor copies, has been depicted on a stamp from Egypt. 
 
In 1912 peasants, tired of tourists trampling through their fields – as 
there was no road established to reach the site -- destroyed the floor 
by smashing it to pieces.   
 

(continued on pg 9) 

    
Egypt, Scott #1067     Merit Aten, one of  
Feb 27, 1978            Akhenaten’s 6 daughters 
                               Scott #1756 May 25, 2002  
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El Amarna  -- City of the Sun 
By Caroline Scannell                (cont’d from pg 8)
 

   
Austria   History of Writing, Cuneiform & 
Egyptian, B316 & B315, June 4, 1965 
 
 

 
The Amarna Letters 
The Amarna Letters were found by a peasant woman in 1887 who 
was digging ancient mud-brick for use as fertilizer.  Of the 350 
discovered 200 are in Berlin, 80 in the British Museum and 20 are at 
Oxford.    This area of Amarna was completely excavated in the 
1930s by the Egyptian Exploration Society.  Written in cuneiform in 
the diplomatic language of the day; Akkadian, they cover the reigns 
of Amenhotep III (1402-1364) and Akhenaten (Amenhotep IV, 
1350-1334).   They reflect the state of international affairs between 
Egypt and the major powers of the Middle East, Babylonia, Mitanni 
and Assyria, and the lesser countries.    

Five cuneiform tablets were found naming Tushratta, a Mitanni king who was father-in-law to Amenhotep III and 
Akhenaten, another five from the Babylonian king Kadashman-Enlil and a few letters mention by name the Kassite 
king of Babylonia Burnaburiash.  382 tablets are known, but many others were probably destroyed, or may even be 
a part of unknown private collections.  It has been estimated that perhaps as many as 150-200 tablets were 
destroyed at the time of discovery. 
 
What They Are 
According to Amarna letters #29 and 116 Amenhotep IV/Akhenaten grew up in Mittani and Palestine.  In Amarna 
letter #29 Tushratta writes to Amenhotep IV: 
“When my brother Nimmuria (Amenhotep III) had gone to his fate the news was called out, and what was called I 
also learned.  He was far away and I cried on that day.  In the middle of the night I sat; food and water I did not 
consume that day and I was in pain.  But when Naphuria (Amenhotop IV), the great son of Nimmuria by Tiy his 
wife, the great one, wrote to me:  “I shall carry out the royal rule” I spoke thusly:  “Nimmuria is not dead.”  Now 
Naphuria, his great son by Tiy his great wife, has set himself in his place and he will truly not shift things from the 
place where they stood before.” 
 
Return of the German Excavators 
On December 6th 1912 a group of archaeologists from the German Orient Society, lead by Prof. Ludwig Borchardt; 
found the ruins of Akhetaten and divided it into 6’x6’ grids.  In grid P47, Prof. Hermann Ranke was in charge of 
digging, around 1pm he sent a message to Prof. Borchardt “Urgent! Life size painted bust in P47!”  Thus among the 
rubble of a sculptor’s workshop Nefertiti was found. 
 
The story of the find was published around 1920, when the bust suddenly appeared in the Berlin Museum.  
According to records found, the Dept. of Antiquities; headed by Gaston Maspero notes “a few baskets of clay 
shards and sandstone fragments” being taken by the German team.  The Egyptian government inquired in Berlin 
about the origination of the bust, as in Cairo no bust of such quality was ever listed, and  demanded the return of the 
piece.  The Germans refused.  
 

 
The Amarna Triad, Akhenaten, Nefertiti and Tutankhamen,  
who returned to the old religion, Scott #1579-81, Jan 2, 1995 

 
In 1923 the most famous find in the Valley of the 
Kings would overshadow all that had been found 
before, and the matter receded into the background. 
 
Update 
Today excavations are still being carried out by the 
Egypt Exploration Society, led by Barry Kemp, at a 
workmens village consisting of 63 houses. 
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New Digs            Compiled by George Holland 
 

      
Albania se-tenant set of two commemorating     China People's Republic featuring Ancient Acadamies.  
Albanian archaeological discoveries.  
 
Peoples Republic of China: 

 
below:  with label not always available from dealers 

 
China People's Republic strip of three different plus tab featuring  
Guangji Bridge. Ancient bridge building style with pagodas. 

 
Germany, Museum of Natural History Berlin, 200th 
anniversary, issued self adhesive, booklet & sheet 
Scott#2555, issued Jan 2, 2010.

         
Germany 1100th Anniversary of Limburgh showing Roman bridge and Midieval castle.         Jordan - Jarash type of 2003  
Left is sheet stamp; also issued self-adhesive booklet – example shown on right. Scott #         Overprinted with Surcharge 2010 
2558 & 2559, booklet #2559a, issued Jan 2, 2010.  
 

 

 
Israel Maritime/Underwater 
Archaeology.  Scott #1801-
1804, Issued Nov. 26, 2009. 
 
Stamps of Israel should 
always be collected with the 
tabs.             Ed.
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New Digs            Compiled by George Holland 
 

 
Mali -  Paleolithic man and dinosaurs; issued to honor Charles 
Darwin.  Darwin items are available from Keimar Stamps, 
contact Mary Rathbone at  www.keimarstamps.com and tell her 
you heard about Darwin from the Old World Archaeologist.  
Mary has it all; stamps, souv. sheets, FDCs.  
 

 
Malta, History of Malta, Scott #1383-1399, s/s #1399a, 
17 stamps, first 8 or 9 archaeology related. Dec 29,2009. 
 

 
Marshall Islands, Prehistoric Animals Mastodon, Mammoth etc 

    Morocco Ancient Gate 
Entrance via Bab-Al-Marsa (Essaouira).  
 

 
Slovenia, New Archaeological Discovery 
S/s No further information known. 
 

  
Turkey, Anatolian Civilizations, no further information. 
 

 Uzbekistan Silk 
Road; s/s features Silk Road map through Uzbekistan. Singles 
feature opening portals of Kiva, Toshkent and Buxoro 
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Updated New Digs – Scott #s Assigned 
From October 2009 Issue 
Algeria, Roman Monuments & Sites Scott # 1468-70 
issued June 14, 2009 
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Heraldic Seal of Duke 
Vukeic, Scott #213 
Peoples Rep of China, Fenghuang strip of 3, Scott 
#3732 issued May 23, 2009 

From January 2010 Issue 
India, Temples, Scott #2354-5 issued May 12, 2009 
Italy, Carabiniere (the police that find stolen 
antiquities) Scott #2923 issued May 4, 2009 
Austria (joint with Slovakia) Roman Archaeological 
Excavations, Scott 2220a&b, Sept 11, 2009 – no 
information regarding Slovakia issue. 
Greece, Mythology, Scott #2404-8, Oct 20, 2009.

More New Digs 
 

 

In December 2009 La Poste issued 2 more official stamps for use at 
UNESCO headquarters in Paris.  These include of 0.70 euro stamp with a 
polar bear (not shown, not archaeological) and a 0.85 euro stamp 
showing the World Heritage site in Suzhou, China.   
La Poste has prepared a philatelic document about the size of  a 8½”x11” 
page with the stamps tied by a first day cancel as well as engraved 
monochromatic proofs of the stamps and descriptive text in French for 5 
euros. 

 

From Richard Powers of the UNPI:  For the record the village dates from 514 BC.    It is famous for its gardens, the 
oldest of which dates from the 5th century BC.  The majority of its gardens which exist today were established in 
the 16th to 18th centuries AD.  I do not know how old the structures pictured on the stamp are.   
Archaeology Today 
5th Megalithomania Conference 
The 5th Megalithomania conference is planned at 
Glastonbury (Somerset, England) next May 8th and 9th, 
2010. Among the speakers, Aubrey Burl will give a 
glimpse into his new research on stone circles; Robert 
Bauval will be discussing his breakthrough discoveries 
about the origins of Egypt, and Andrew Collins will be 
revealing the cave and tunnel systems beneath Giza he 
recently discovered. Staying on that continent, Michael 
Tellinger will be opening up a lost megalithic 
civilization from Great Zimbabwe that is arguably the 
oldest city-state on the planet; and Antoine Gigal has 
rediscovered pyramids on Mauritius, as well as in Sicily 
and Tenerife. Back to Albion, Anthony Thorley will be 
discussing the subject of his PhD, Landscape Zodiacs in 
Britain, and Francine Blake will be comparing ancient 
rock carvings to modern crop circle symbolism.  
     A concert for Saturday night (8th May) is planned at 
the conference venue and details of that will be 
announced soon. There will also be another Megalithic 
art gallery and a full day seminar with Michael 
Tellinger detailing his discoveries in South Africa, plus 
three days of tours to sacred sites.  The organizers of the 
conference inform that a few discounted tickets are still 
available. Tickets are £70 (then £82) for the first 50 
sold, so please call 01458 831800 or check 
www.megalithomania.co.uk to reserve your seat. 
Source: Megalithomania (January 2010) 
 
DNA Unwraps Mystery of Pharoah’s Mummy 
CAIRO – The DNA tests that revealed how the famed 
boy king Tutankhamen is most likely to have dies has 
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solved another of ancient Egypt’s enduring mysteries – 
the fate of controversial Pharaoh Akhenaten’s mummy.  
The discovery could help fill out the picture of a 
fascinating era more than 3,300 years ago when 
Akhenaten embarked on history’s first attempt at 
monotheism.  During his 17 year rule Akhenaten sought 
to overturn more than a millennium of Egyptian religion 
and art to establish the worship of a single sun god.  In 
the end his bold experiment failed, he was eventually 
succeeded by his son, the young Tutankhamen, who 
restored the old religion.  No one ever knew what 
became of the heretic pharaoh, whose tomb in the 
capital he built at Amarna was unfinished and whose 
name was struck from the official list of kings. 
   Two years of DNA testing and CAT scans on 16 royal 
mummies by Egypt’s Supreme Council of Antiquities 
gave the firmest evidence to date that an unidentified 
mummy, known as KV55, after the number of the tomb 
where it was found in 1907 in Egypt’s Valley of the 
Kings, is Akhenaten’s.  The testing results which were 
announced February, established that KV55 was the 
father of King Tut and the son of the Pharaoh 
Amenhotep III, a lineage that matched Akhenaten’s 
according to inscriptions. 
   KV55 has long been assumed to be too young to be 
Akhenaten, who was estimated to be in his 40s at his 
death, but the testing also established the mummy’s 
correct age, matching the estimates for Akhenaten.  
Albert Zink, director of the Institute for Mummies and 
the Iceman at the European Academy in Bolzano, Italy 
also worked on the project. 
Paul Schemm, Associated Press, Newsday, March 12, 2010 
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Beheaded Vikings at (2012) Olympic Site 
London, England (CNN) -- They were 51 young men 
who met a grisly death far from home, their heads 
chopped off and their bodies thrown into a mass grave.  
Their resting place was unknown until last year, when 
workmen excavating for a road near the London 2012 
Olympic sailing venue in Weymouth, England, 
unearthed the grave. But questions remained about 
who the men were, how long they had been there and 
why they had been decapitated. 
   Analysis of the men's teeth shows they were Vikings, 
executed with sharp blows to the head around a 
thousand years ago. They were killed during the Dark 
Ages, when Vikings frequently invaded the region.  
"Any mass grave is a relatively rare find, but to find 
one on this scale, from this period of history, is 
extremely unusual and presents an incredible 
opportunity to learn more about what is happening in 
Dorset at this time." said David Score, project manager 
for Oxford Archaeology, which excavated the remains.  
Radiocarbon dating had already placed the remains 
between A.D. 890 and 1030, before the Norman 
conquest of Anglo-Saxon England. 
   Scientists from the British Geological Survey then 
went further and analyzed the men's teeth to find out 
exactly where they were from. Isotope analysis of teeth 
can reveal clues about a person's drinking water, and in 
turn the climate they came from.  What was found was 
all of these guys came from a climate that had to be 
colder than Britain ... probably Sweden and Norway. 
One guy had such a signature of a cold climate that he 
probably came from above the Arctic Circle.  The 
isotopes also show the men had eaten a high-protein 
diet, comparable to known sites in Sweden. It means 
the men were probably Scandinavian Vikings who 
were executed by Anglo-Saxons.  The British 
Geological Survey's NERC Isotope Geosciences 
Laboratory in Nottingham, England, analyzed 10 of the 
skeletons over the course of six weeks. 
   Many of the executed men suffered multiple wounds, 
inflicted by a sharp-bladed weapon, to the skull, jaw 
and upper spine, all thought to relate to the process of 
decapitation.  Some men show evidence of other 
wounds, including a cut to the pelvis, blows to the 
chest and stomach, and defensive injuries to the hands.  
The bones still appear cleanly sliced, indicating the 
men suffered a "sword-based execution". 
   The burial site was found during work for the 
Weymouth Relief Road, meant to ease traffic 
congestion on the highway to Weymouth, on England's 
southern coast. Weymouth Bay and nearby Portland 
Harbor will host the Olympic and Paralympic sailing  
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events during the 2012 London Olympics.  The leader 
of the Dorset County Council, Angus Campbell, said 
the construction of the road had already revealed 
prehistoric and Iron Age finds.  "But we never would 
have dreamed of finding a Viking war grave," 
Campbell said in a statement. "The burial pit took us 
all by surprise and its story gets more fascinating as the 
analysis goes on."  Researchers are hoping to find 
further evidence about the men's lifestyles, activity, 
health and diet, the council said. 
By Melissa Gray, CNN March 12, 2010 1:52 p.m. EST 
 
Tut: Disease and DNA News  
News reports recently published about Tut, malaria, 
and his family DNA. Here's a quick take based on an 
early cut of the Discovery documentary and the 
Journal of the American Medical Association press 
release.  The bone degeneration in one of Tut's feet is 
very clear. Genetic evidence of malaria is said to have 
been found in Tut's mummy and three others. The 
researchers speculate that bone degeneration and a 
broken leg plus malaria might have done Tut in. Some 
of the versions of the story suggest that Tut was "frail," 
a view that runs counter to our March/April cover 
story, "Warrior Tut." I suspect that they are overdoing 
it a bit. 
   The positive identification of the mummy from tomb 
KV55 as Akhenaten--thought by many to be Tut's 
father--is a little puzzling as the mummy's age at death 
estimated osteologically and dentally is too young. The 
individual was perhaps just a bit older than 20, while 
mid-30s is what we'd expect for Akhenaten. It isn't 
clear to me that identification of KV55 as Smenkhkare, 
possibly Tut's brother, can be ruled on the DNA 
results. (I've emailed the project's DNA specialist about 
this point.) 
   Somewhat startlingly, the so-called "Younger Lady" 
mummy from KV35 is said to be Tut's mother. Many 
believe he was the son of Akhenaten and Nefertiti. 
This identification was suggested years ago by 
Marianne Luban in 1999, then controversially was 
repeated by Joann Fletcher in her book The Search for 
Nefertiti. Fletcher's work was seen as problematic and 
many Egyptologists rejected it. Among them was Dr. 
Zahi Hawass, then secretary general of Egypt's 
Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA), who labeled 
the idea "pure fiction."  I suppose they could say it was 
Kiya, a prominent secondary queen. Some think Kiya 
was a foreign princess, but the Tut family tree suggests 
the KV55 and KV35 Younger Lady are blood 
relations. 
Feb 16, 2010, Mark Rose (Archaelogical Institute of Amer.) 
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 Archaeology Today  
Method found to read 30,000-year-old DNA 
Scientists have analysed DNA extracted from the 
remains of a 30,000-year-old European hunter-gatherer. 
Studying the DNA of long-dead humans can open up a 
window into the evolution of our species. But previous 
studies of this kind have been hampered by scientists' 
inability to distinguish between the ancient human DNA 
and modern contamination. In Current Biology journal, 
a German-Russian team details how it was possible to 
overcome this hurdle.  Svante Pääbo, from the Max 
Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in 
Leipzig, Germany, and colleagues used the latest DNA 
sequencing techniques to study genetic information 
from human remains unearthed in 1954 at Kostenki, 
Russia. Excavations at Kostenki, on the banks of the 
river Don in southern Russia, have yielded large 
concentrations of archaeological finds from the 
Palaeolithic (roughly 40,000 years ago to 10,000 years 
ago). Some of the finds date back as far as 45,000 years. 
The DNA analysed in this study comes from a male 
aged 20-25 who was deliberately buried in an oval pit 
some 30,000 years ago. Known as the Markina Gora 
skeleton, it was found lying in a crouched position with 
fists reaching upwards and a face orientated down 
towards the dirt. The bones were covered in a pigment 
called red ochre, thought to have been used in 
prehistoric funeral rites. 
    The new approach, developed by Professor Pääbo 
and his colleagues, exploits three features which tend to 
distinguish ancient DNA from modern contamination. 
One of these is size; fragments of ancient DNA are 
often shorter than those from modern sources. A second 
characteristic of ancient DNA was its tendency to show 
particular changes, or mutations, in the genetic 
sequence at the ends of DNA molecules. A third feature 
was a characteristic breakage of molecules at particular 

positions in the DNA strand. The apparent ease with 
which modern DNA can infiltrate ancient remains has 
led many researchers to doubt even those studies 
employing the most rigorous methods to weed out 
contamination by modern genetic material. Using the 
new techniques, the researchers were able to sequence 
the entire mitochondrial genome of the Markina Gora 
individual. 
    Future studies like the one in Current Biology could 
help shed light on whether the humans living in Europe 
30,000 years ago are the direct ancestors of modern 
populations or whether they were replaced by 
immigrants who introduced farming to the continent 
several thousand years ago. The researchers were able 
to assign the Kostenki individual to haplogroup "U2", 
which is relatively uncommon among modern 
populations. Despite its rarity, the very presence of this 
haplogroup in today's Europeans suggests some 
continuity between Palaeolithic hunters and the 
continent's present-day inhabitants, argue the authors of 
the latest study. U2, along with closely related 
haplogroups such as U5, are among those which could 
plausibly have arrived in Europe during the 
Palaeolithic. 
    A recent study found a very high percentage of U 
types in the skeletal remains of ancient hunter-gatherers 
from Central Europe compared with later farming 
immigrants and modern people from the region. 
Meanwhile, an analysis last year of mtDNA from 
28,000-year-old remains unearthed at Paglicci Cave in 
Italy showed this individual belonged to haplogroup 
"H" - the most common type found in modern 
Europeans. 
Sources:  BBC News (1 January 2010), Deccan Chronicle (3 
January 2010) 

 

From the Web Site: 

 

We are still in need of a Webmaster.  
If anybody would like the position, 
please contact the Editor at 
editor@owasu.org or 
philate@ix.netcom.com.   
 

The job entails updating the site once or twice a month; putting the first page of the journal online and we would 
like to add a Table of Contents for each year, 2004 thru 2009.  The webmaster will be sent the information by email 
and put it on the website.  Most of our new members come from the website.  It would be terrible to lose this great 
link.  Our site has not been updated since June 2009. 
 

Table of Contents 
The Moors in Iberia, B Soper,  
pgs 1, 3-7 
El Amarna, City of the Sun, C 
Scannell, pg 8 & 9 
Editor’s Column  pg 2 
Survey Results  pg 7 
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Archaeology Today pg  12-14 
New Digs  pgs 10-11 
New Digs Update pg 12 
Web Site  pg 14 
 
 
 

Contributions  Thanks to members Mary 
Rathbone and Jeffrey Hayward for their 
contributions to what is euphemistically 
referred to among the officers of this 
organization as the “Ink Fund”.   That’s a big 
black hole you throw money into but aren’t the 
New Digs beautiful? 
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