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Alexander the Great 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
To his soldiers he was a brilliant leader.  Alexander’s empire was the most extensive empire the ancient world 
had seen, though it had a relatively brief existence from 336 to 323 BC.   He destroyed the Achaemenid Persian 
Empire, which was a constant threat to the cities of Greece ever since Xerxes’ attacks on Athens c. 480 BC and 
united the quarrelling Greek states and for a brief time, he also united vast areas of Europe and Asia. 
 

   
 Map of Alexander’s Conquests 
 
Alexander studied in Pela briefly as a pupil of Aristotle, who preferred a mixed constitution combining 
democracy, aristocracy and monarchy; monarchy was preferred.  Belief in superstitions prevailed and Alexander 
constantly sought Oracles to confirm his destiny to rule Asia.   
 
Aristotle advised Alexander to treat only Greeks as human beings and to look upon all other peoples as either 
animals or plants.  This advice Alexander wisely ignored; but this anecdote defines the Greens’ distinction 
between themselves and those they termed “barbarians”.  The word “barbaros” described all those who could 
not speak Greek, and hose languages sounded (to Greek ears) like people stuttering “bar bar”.   The Greeks 
considered Alexander a barbarian because he spoke Greek with an accent. 
 
Much of Alexander’s accomplishments he owed to his father, Philip II of Macedon (382-336 BC), who created 
the invincible Macedonian army.  
Philip studied the art of war in Thebes as a teenager, as a King he united Macedonia and built the greatest army 
ever known following what he had learned.   

• Standing army with an elite force close to the king 
• Standardized armor and weapons 
• Drilling and practice 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
I hope everyone liked their Chinese New Year FDC which 
brought their January issue.  This issue is another first day. 
 
The run for the Old World Archaeologist is only about 50 
copies.  We’re small.  We added 6 new members in 2008, 
finally meeting or exceeding the number of members lost 
to death, blindness and/or nursing homes.  We added three 
for 2009!  But that doesn’t mean we’ve gone up any.    
 
This was the first Christmas I did not find something under 
my tree from my writers!  What happened?  Was the 
weather too good? too bad?  Some of our members in New 
Hampshire lost power during that ice storm in December, 
imagine, too cold to melt the ice and no heat!   Flood rains 
in the Oregon/Washington area.  I usually get 3 articles and 
that takes care of the journal for the year. 
 
Another postal increase looms on the horizon!  This May 
postage will increase by another 2c.  Priority and Express 
were increased in January, international is still unknown.  
 
One member wrote on his dues renewal that he likes the 
improved, brighter color for the journal.  Nobody else 
noticed I switched printers!  Although HP makes a brighter 
ink, it is not in the stores when I’m looking to buy.  Epson 
has Durabrite ink and it works out cheaper to use. 
 
Archaeology has changed in the last 50 years.  Today’s 
archaeologists are not interested in only statues, gold and 
palaces.  Today’s excavations center on worker’s villages, 
and ordinary living areas where the poorer populations 
lived.  Ancient Rome’s tenements were very much like 
New York City c.1800-1850.  People lived basically the 
same; which is shocking considering the stretch of time 
between. 
 
Is anyone going to NTSS this year in Dayton, Ohio?  
Dealer/Member Mary Rathbone will be there with lots of 
stamps of scientific interest.  She only carries anthro-
pology, paleontology, mineralogy, and other “ologies”.  Be 
sure to look her up.  She has a list of Darwin issues and is 
sure to have all those items with her.  I copied the list from 
her website and it should appear after New Digs. 
 
Will anyone be going to the Quadricentennial in Albany 
this September?  Contact me if you are.  I am trying to put 
together 16 pages about various aspects of archaeology to 
have on display at that show.  If anyone would like to lend 
me some stamps – which I will return in October – please 
contact me.   

Caroline 
 
 



Alexander the Great 
By Caroline Scannell             (continued from page 1) 
 
He organized the “Companions”, a group of soldiers who were closest to the king.  The battle of Chaeronea 
made Philip the effective master of the Greek world, and Macedon, once considered a backwater, a superpower. 

         
Phillip of Macedon     Alexander on Bucephalus    Alexander Gr Britain  
Alexander’s father      Apr 27 1968 #921           Scott #2160  
Scott #1306 Sep 15,79  from sarcophagus c.310BC  Oct 7, 2003 
 

Phillip left Alexander to govern 
Macedonia when he was 16.  When cities 
under his domination rebelled, Alexander 
put down the rebellions.  Phillip began to 
fear his son and to make other plans for 
accession to the throne.  He divorced 
Alexander’s mother Olympias, taking a 
younger bride.  Phillip was assassinated in 
335BC by a bodyguard, some think under 
the influence of Olympias.  Alexander 
was proclaimed king. 

Upon Alexander’s ascension to the throne Thebes and Athens revolted.  He burned Thebes to the ground; killing 
6,000 and enslaving 20,000.  Athens capitulated.  Superstition ruled in those days so Alexander asked the Oracle 
at Delphi if he would rule Asia and win against the Persians. 

            
Homer, Scoitt#1486 Achilles, Scott #1476             The Apollo Temple in Delphi,     Homer #558 6/15/54 
Greece Scott # 1472-1486 Dec 19, 1983               4th century BC Greece   

            Scott #1938d June 28, 1999.  
 
Alexander’s vision of a universal empire was a rejection of such xenophobia.  His ambition was not only to 
conquer the Persian Empire, but to unite east and west, Asia and Europe, Hellene and Barbarian.   
 

     
Gold and Iron Cuirass.  Delphi  
Greece #1312 9/15/79   Greece #703 2/15/61 
 

The stamp at left depicts the type of armor worn by Alexander. 
In 334 BC Alexander, then 22, crossed the Hellespont with the 
army he inherited from his father, determined to destroy the 
Persians.  With his army of 43,000 foot soldiers and 5,500 cavalry.  
He split his forces with some traveling over land and some 
crossing by sea.  Alexander was among those who crossed by sea. 
When he was within sight of land he threw his spear across 
proclaiming; “I receive Asia as a gift from the Gods.  My spear 
won prize.”  
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Alexander the Great 
By Caroline Scannell 
 

 
Greece #1208, July 23, 1977 

 
Before he began the war his first stop was Troy.  Like most ancient rulers 
Alexander believed himself to be descended from Gods; Achilles on his mother’s 
side and Hercules on his father’s.  Here he exchanged his amour with that kept in 
the Temple of Athena, which was alleged to have belonged to Achilles.  And also 
placed a copy of Homer’s Iliad in Achilles’ tomb (depicted in stamp at right). 

 
The first encounter between Alexander and the Persian army was at the 
Granicus River.  The Persians were badly beaten and fled the field in a 
panic.   
 
Then came Sardis, Ephesus, Miletus, Phaselis, Aspendus, Calaenae and 
Gordion in Phrygia; the cities of the Achaemenid Empire, fell one after 
the other.  Those who did not surrender he conquered and sent the 
occupants to slave in the silver mines of Macedon. 
 

 
Hoplites & Flutist from Pitcher  
Greece #946 Apr 4, 1969 

It was at Gordion that Alexander saw the legendary wagon of Gordius.  The yoke of the wagon was fastened to 
its pole by an elaborate knot whose ends were invisible.  Legend proclaimed that anyone who was able to untie 
the “Gordion Knot” would become lord of Asia.  Alexander did not bother trying to undo the knot, but simply 
took out his sword and cut it. 
 

    
Battle of Issus; Mosaic from     Battle of Issus 
Pompeii Greece #1743 7/17/92  Greece #404, Nov 1, 1937 

 
In 333 BC Alexander defeated the Persian army 
at Issus, which gave him control of the Near 
East as far as the Euphrates.   Darius offered to 
split Asia with Alexander, but he refused, telling 
the Persian King he wanted all of Asia. 
 
 
 
 

Alexander now marched east, an expert at siege warfare, he laid 
siege to the Phoenician city of Tyre in 332BC.  The siege lasted for 
7 months.  It was here that Alexander used diving equipment to 
build a causeway from the mainland to the city to scale the city 
walls.  Alexander is shown in his primitive diving bell on a stamp 
from Greece (Scott #1210) at left.  The image is taken from a 
Flemish miniature.   
 
Tyre did not capitulate.  It was only after a siege lasting seven 
months that Alexander was able to enter the city.  Using debris 

 
     Alexander descends to the bottom 
     of the sea, Greece,  July 23, 1977 

from the abandoned mainland city to build a causeway, once within reach of the city walls, he used his siege 
engines to batter and finally breach the fortifications. The Tyrian losses were about 8,000, while the 
Macedonians lost 400. Alexander granted pardon to the king and his family, whilst the 30,000 residents not 
killed were sold into slavery. 
 
He then journeyed to Egypt to consult the Oracle at Siwa.  On a visit to the shrine of the god Ammon at Siwa  
 

(cont’d on page 5) 
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Alexander the Great 
By Caroline Scannell    (cont’d from page 4) 
 
Oasis, Alexander announced that he had been greeted by the god as his son and requested that after his death his  
body be taken to Siwa for internment. 
 
When Alexander returned to Mesopotamia he traveled along the Royal Road, which later became the Silk Road.  
Alexander walked into Darius’ winter capital of Susa, which fell without a fight.   
 
In 330 BC he seized the Persian capital at Persepolis.  Again he walked in unopposed.  He entered the Great 
Palace and made it his headquarters.  He took possession of the Persian Treasury, containing what is believed to 
be 300 billion tons of gold, and was able to pay his soldiers. It is believed that during a drunken rage Alexander 
and his entourage burned the great palace to the ground.   
 
Moving through what is now Iran and eastern Afghanistan, he crossed the Hindu Kush and invaded Bactria in 
the spring of 329 BC.  From there it was on to Sodgiana (today’s Uzbekistan) and Samarkand; where Alexander 
lost his first battle.  He was wounded in leg and throat, temporarily lost his sight and speech.    
 

 
Told his days are numbered by  
Oracle, Greece #1213, 
July 23, 1977  
 

In 326 BC his troops, exhausted by monsoon rains and facing an enemy 
with elephant squadrons, refused to go on.  Alexander retreated to his tent, 
and upon checking the omens (they came out conveniently to be 
inauspicious for a retreat) Alexander accepted that the gods told him to turn 
back.  He returned to Babylon.  
 
In 323 BC Alexander attended a banquet where he literally drank himself to 
death.  He doubled up with violent spasms and collapsed into a coma.  
When he died, his empire died with him.  He had no appointed heir and no 
obvious successor.  His empire was divided among his former generals, each 
riding off to claim his share. 

  

President’s Message / Merle’s Musings 
As we await spring and the chance to work on lawns and flower beds, save some time to weed out the stamp 
accumulations you have and update your collections.  Now is the time to examine what we have, and prune 
away the things that no longer interest us.  It will bring in a little cash, and free up space for the materials that 
have fresher meaning for us as we move into summer. 
  
If anyone wants to attend the Albany, NY Stamp Show in September, and get 
together on Saturday afternoon, or Sunday morning, please contact either Caroline 
or I soon, so that a meeting space can be reserved.  The show will run from 
September 25th to 27th.  This is a one-time show tied into the New York State 
Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial Exposition.  For more info visit 
www.StampExpo400.org.  OWASU has been asked to participate, taking a table and 
we are putting together a one frame about Archaeology. 
 

 

Message from the Treasurer 
As of end of January, with most dues deposited and the editor reimbursed for expenses through 2008 we have 
$1274.60 in the bank.  This gives us a nice cushion to get through the next year.  We have to increase members.  
We lost 8 in 2007 with our biggest problems being members dyeing or entering nursing homes and becoming 
unable to read.  We made up the 8 with new members but we need to increase. 
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Taharqa 
By Sidney Schlain 
 

 
Sudan # 

Taharqa “King of Ethiopia” was Pharaoh of Egypt during the Late Period (1185-
323BC).  During this period Egypt was in decline and was ruled by Nubians, Lybians, 
Assyrians and Persians.  Taharqa, also known as Tirhaqah, was born in 721BC, the son 
of King Piye, who established the 25th Dynasty and ruled from the city of Napata in 
Kush.  King Shebitko/Shabita, Taharqa’s brother reigned from 702-690BC.  Shabita 
and Taharqa ruled as co-regents from 696-690BC.   
 
Tarhaqa was crowned Pharaoh in 689BC in the city of Memphis.  There is a stele at 
Kawa (Sudan) that records the coronation.   

  
In the year of the coronation there were exceptionally heavy rains in the Sudan, which caused very high Nile 
floods.  This was considered a good omen.   
  
There are 4 stelea with a poem by Taharqa called Annus 
Mirabilis which state that the flood reached 21 cubits, 1 hand 
breadth, 2-1/2 fingers at the quay in Thebes.  The mark is still 
there today.  The poem is beautiful and informative but too 
long to reprint here. 
 
In the year 701BC King Sennacherib (r. 704-681BC) of 
Assyria attacked Hezekial of Judah.  An army of Egyptians and 
Nubians lead by King Shabataka/Shebitku (698-690BC), who 
was the second king of the 25th Dynasty, went to the aid of 
Hezekial.   
 

 
Sudan 2003. Sites of the Napatan Region. 

In the year 701BC King Sennacherib (r. 704-681BC) of Assyria attacked Hezekial of Judah.  An army of 
Egyptians and Nubians lead by King Shabataka/Shebitku (698-690BC), who was the second king of the 25th 
Dynasty, went to the aid of Hezekial.   
  
In the year 701BC King Sennacherib (r. 704-681) of Assyria attacked Hezekial of Juda.  An army of Egyptians 
and Nubians lead by King Shabataka went to the air of Hezekial.  There was a battle at Elkeken.  Tarhaqa fought 
in this battle.  King Sennacherib claimed victory and Tarhaqa survived the battle. 
  
When Tarhaqa became sole ruler in 690BC he set up his home at Tanis to be nearer the Asian territory.  He 
convinced both Sidon and Tyre in Phoenicia to revolt.  Sennacherib quickly smashed the revolt before Egypt 
could help the two cities. 
  
In 681BC King Sennacherib was assassinated by two of his elder sons and Esarhaddon  (r 681-669BC) took 
over.  In 677BC he sent his son, Ashurbanipal to invade Egypt and  Tarharqa fled to Nubia.  Again in 675BC 
Esarhaddon lead the Assyrian Army in an attack against Egypt but was stopped by a sand storm.  He mounted a 
second attack with great speed against Egypt and crossed the Sinai with the use of camels.  Tarhaqa brought up 
his army of Nubian troops and local soldiers from the Delta.  He met the Assyrians at the eastern edge of the 
Delta.  No details of the battle exist but Tarhaqa retreated.   
 
The walls of Memphis fell to siege abilities of the Assyrians who both assaulted the walls and tunneled under 
them in a half day.  The Assyrians never stayed in Egypt but set up puppets to rule the cities. 
 

 (continued on page 7) 
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Taharqa 
By Sidney Schlain          (cont’d from page 6) 
 
In one year Taharqa formed a new army and retook the Delta.  In 674BC he invaded Palestine and defeated the  
Assyrians at the port city of Askkelon. 
 
The Delta Princes with Assyrian officers or Egyptian Nobles with Assyrian troops who were appointed 
governors of the Nomes kept going back and forth in helping the Assyrians or Nubians.  They were worthless 
allies.  Remember; Nubians, Egyptians, Assyrians and Libyans (in the Delta) were four separate people, each 
with their own agenda to survive. 
 
In 671BC the Assyrian army was back in force.  The first invasion was repulsed but the second was successful.  
Taharqa’s army was routed and Memphis fell in two weeks.  Taharqa fled to Nubia, Esarhaddon captured 
Taharqa’s wife and son, Ushankharu and took them to Nineveh.  The Delta leaders all swore allegiance to 
Esarhaddon and he returned to Nineveh.  But Tahaqua quickly recovered control over Egypt in less than a year 
and drove the Assyrians out of the Delta.  All this was recorded on a stele at Senjirli in northern Syria.  
Esarhaddon was furious and lead his army toward Egypt in 669BC but died on the way.   
 
Esarhaddon willed that his older son, Shamash-shum-uku should rule as King of Babylon but as a vassal to his 
younger brother Ashurbanipal, the heir to the throne of Assyria. 
 
Ashurbanipal (aka Sardanapalus) attacked Egypt in 667BC and Taharqa again fled to Nubia.  One last time 
Taharqa returned to the Delta and started a conspiracy with Necho (aka Niku) the governor of Sais, and other 
governors, but that was nipped in the bud. 
 
Ashurbanipal moved south and sacked Thebes in 663BC.  The Nubians were expelled from Egypt and Taharqa 
died that year.  Psamtek of Sais recovered Egypt’s independence. 
 

 
Temple of Amon Ra 
Scott#550,July15,2003 
 

King Taharqa restored and constructed many buildings during his 26 year reign; a 
new temple to the god Amun was built in Kawa, Nubia.  The British Museum in 
London has a sculptured piece of a recumbent ram with the figure of King Taharqa 
standing beneath its head.  There is also a statue of him in Gebel Berkal.  Taharqa 
planned the sacred lake in Karnak in the form in which it is still preserved today, 
and continued the work of Shabaka on a temple at Medinet Habu. 
 
There is a temple of Taharqa at Kawa, Sudan that has scenes showing submission 
of Libyan chiefs.  Early in the 7th century BC Tanis was still ruled by local princes.  
During the Libyan control principalities retained their control in near autonomy.

All the Nubian kings of he 25th Dynasty were buried in pyramids.  There are more pyramids today in Sudan than 
Egypt, though none even approaches the Great Pyramid in size.  Archaeologists are just starting to study them. 
 

Letters to the Editor 
Subject:  Moneta Romana in Jan. OWA    
Dear Ms. Scannell,  In your New Issues section of the January :OWA: you depict two coins-on-
stamps from Albania.  I assume other members have e-identified them for you but if not: 30 Leke + 
Trajan Decius (known usually simply as Decius), who was Emperor AD 249-251.  Governor of the 
Danubian provinces, he came to the purple by acclamation of his troops (and killing his predecessor 
in battle).  He is best remembered for a severe persecution of the Christians, and his name frequently 
appears in Martyrologies.  His unusual diadem is of a style from Eastern cults popularized by 
Elagabalus (AD 218-222) who had devotion to the Sun and other votive objects.  200 Leke = 
Maximus I Thrax, AD 235-238.  His portrait  shows his size and striking features which made him 
popular with the Legions.  Born in Thrace, he was not thought highly of by the nobility of Rome,    

 

 

(cont. next page) 
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Letters to the Editor 
and was murdered by troops in their pay while marching toward Rome from Germany.  To help with similar 
issues I recommend “Ancient Coin Collecting, vol. III, by Wayne G. Sayles (Krause Publs., 1997).  This is 
stocked by the people who publish “Linn’s: in their supplies catalogue, and has images of coins from every 
Emperor and many of their consorts.   Gerald J. Gallagher. 
Thank you Mr. Gallagher.  You were the only person to identify the Emperors.  (Ed.) 
 
More News From Members 
We got booth #1 at NTSS in Dayton, so you can't miss 
us if you attend.  I have to get my stock into boxes as I 
am not setup to do shows.   
Mary Rathbone,  Keimar Stamps 
P. O. Box 2677 
Garden Grove, CA. 92842 USA 
Phone:  714-5394862 
Website:  http://www.keimarstamps.com 
 
Thanks to our Members  
Thanks for even more members who have made 
financial contributions to OWASU 
Michael Lubrano   
Mary Lou Miller    

 
Those Who Give More 
Some of our members don’t make financial 
contributions but manage to keep this club running in 
other ways.  I would like to thank someone who 
consistently steps up to make sure you all receive your 
journals, franked and cancelled properly.  The January 
issue required two strikes for which he threatened to 
send me the bill for labor and ink.  Mr. Michael 
Lubrano makes sure January, April and July issues are 
sent out with special handling.  October is handled at 
the MEGA show by the postal people from the caves 
in St. Louis.  Unfortunately for us, Mr. Lubrano will 
be given the opportunity to retire this year.   

New Digs 

   
British Antarctic Territory Fossil Ferns,  FDC,  October 17, 2008,  
 

      
Albania,  Archaeological Discoveries   Issued 2008                 Bosnia & Herzegovina, Archaeology  
                 Fossils, Shells from Tuzla, Issued 2008 
 

(continued on page 9) 
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New Digs 
 

    
Cuba Various prehistoric men featured along with the 
mammoth, megatherium, megantereon, toxodon, 
bisonte,hippidion. SS features coelodonta w/homo 
sapiens, Issued 2008. 
 

 
Egypt - Egyptian Cooperative Movement/Postal Technology 
Conference, Alabaster Statue being offered envelope, 
Nefertari holding envelope, emblem of conference, Issued 
Sept. 2008,  
 

 
France – joint issue with Lebanon, Map of 
Mediterranean Region, Good stamp to add for an exhibit.  
Issued 2008.  Awaiting Scott #s for both issues. 

 

 
France - UNESCO World Heritage Site Machu Picchu, 
Peru, Issued 2008 
 

 
French Andorra, Romanization Rock of Enclar, Roman 
Ruins Issued 11/8/08 
 

 
Germany - 1000th Anniversary Tangermunde Castle,  
Jan 2, 2009 Scott #2516 
 

 
Greenland, Schizoneura carcinoides (plant fossil), Scaphites rosenkrantzi (ammonite) and Mallotus villosus 
(capelin fish). Issued Jan 19, 2009.  Stamps FDCs and maxicards are available from Keimar 
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New Digs 

    
Guinea Bissau,  Antique Ruins & Minerals Sheetlet and Souvenir Sheet.  Issued 2008, no further information at this 
time.  May not be recognized by Scott. From Herricks. 

   
Guinea Bissau, Civilization of Egypt Sheetlet of 6 Different and souvenir sheet, Issued 2008, no further information 
known.  May not be recognized by Scott.  From Herricks. 

   
Israel , Ancient Letters Tabbed Set     Jordan,  Petra 
Issued Dec 17 2008, Scott # 1755-7    Issued July 16, 2007, shown Tresury-Petra, 
The Letter from Ugarit 1230 BCE (Canaanite Period)   also in set Rock-formation, Fresco-siq al barid, 
Lachish Letters 589 BCE (First Temple Period)   sculpture-Petra, Ceramics-Petra, Sculpture- 
Bar Kochva Letters 134 CE ( Bar Kochva Uprising)   Petra, Scott#1902-6 

    
Jordan Ruins of Qaseir Amra, Issued Nov 15, 2008  Scott #1902-6  
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New Digs 

 
Mexico, Palenque Archeological Site Sheetlet of 5 
Different, stamp upper right is label. Issued 2008 
Mayan site in the state of Chiapas. A jade funerary 
mask with beads around its neck from Pakal's tomb is 
featured on the second stamp at top. Also, skull from a 
Megalithic site. 
 

 
Mongolia, State Symbols dating from antiquity, Issued 
2009 
 

 
North Korea, World Herritage Sites, Issued 2008 

 
Peru,  7 New Wonders, Issued 2008, Bombay Stamps 
 

 
Peru, Archaeology, Issued 2008, Bombay Stamps 
 

 
Turkey – Anatolian Civilization;  Urartian Cultural Artifacts 
Bronze Cauldron 
Harput Castle 
Gold Earring, Bronze Pin and Necklace 
Carved Ivory Spirit Figure 
Scott # 3099-3102, March 27, 2008 

 
 
>>> 
Slovakia, Archaeological Discoveries from 
Bojna, 9th Century Copper Plaque, issued as a 
sheet of 3, each with label. 
Scott # 547, Issued July 2, 2008,  
(Note: Scott Stamp Monthly gives issue date, 
June 30, 2008). 

>> 
 

Souvenir page far right >          
Page  #11                                                                                        The Old World Archaeologist  / April 2009 



More New Digs 
 
Slovenia - Archaeology - Wooden Wheel Souvenir Sheet, Date of issue: November 27, 2008 

    
Prehistoric wooden wheel with an axle from the Ljubljansko Barje Marshes archaeological site. 
     When the team of the Archaeology Institute of the 
Scientific-Research Center within the Slovenian 
Academy of Sciences and Arts started an archaeological 
excavation of the pile-dwellings of Stare gmajne pri 
Verdu in 2002, it was not possible to imagine even in 
their wildest dreams, what they would discover. 
     On Good Friday, 29th March 2002, when all 
thoughts were already directed towards the short Easter 
holidays, Janez Dirjec stumbled upon a damaged piece 
of wood, which in the first phase resembled a board; 
however, a detailed examination indicated a lid of a 
wooden barrel. In other words, one of the modern 
wastes, which can be still found in abundance in 
Ljubljansko barje. After removal of the mud, what was 
revealed was the discovery of a two-thousand-year-old 
wooden wheel with an axle. The disc is composed of 
two ash tree boards, which are connected by four 
uneven boards of oak wood. The fist is of uneven 
rectangular shape, which contained a fully preserved 
axle of oak wood. This indicates that the wheel and the 
axle were turning simultaneously; in other words, this is 

a solution, which is appropriate primarily for the 
underbody of a two-wheel carriage. 
     The research, which was carried out by a team, 
conducted by Prof. Dr. Katarina Čufar from the Wood 
Economy Department of the Biotechnical Faculty at the 
University of Ljubljana, has also indicated that the 
discovery had been produced by a top-level prehistoric 
wheeler, who was an expert in the field of wood, the 
characteristics of wood and the production of wheels 
and carriages.  The radiometrical datation of the wheel 
and axle, which has been carried out in Vienna, Austria, 
indicates that the wheel is approximately 5200 years 
old, which puts the discovery from Ljubljansko barje to 
the sole beginnings of the use of carriages. It seems that 
this is likely the oldest discovery of this kind in Europe 
and also worldwide. 
Dr. Anton Velušček 
Archaeology Institute ZRC SAZU 
Ljubljana  

(copied from Slovenia Post Office Site) 

 

New Digs Information 
Many members have asked me where I find all these 
stamps!  I have three main sources, plus the UPU site 
for validity: 
Keimar Stamps - P. O. Box 2677, Garden Grove, CA, 
92842   www.keimarstamps.com  
Bombay Philatelic Inc. P O Box 90937, Raleigh, NC 
27675  Phone 561-499-7990  Fax 561-499-7553  
www.bombaystamps.com 
Herrick Stamp Company, P O Box 320, Hewlett, NY 
11557-0320 (I actually deal with Kent Research on-line 
but my orders come from Herricks; Kent Research has a 
$50 minimum). Phone 516-369-3959  Fax 516-569-
7093   www.herrickstamp.com 
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New Digs Update 
From January 2009 Issue the following have been 
assigned Scott numbers: 
Cyprus Through the Ages; (pg 7) sheet of 8 different: 
Scott 1101, Oct 2, 2008 
a- Coin from Archaic Period 750-480BC 
b- Ship from Archaic Period  
c- Bust of Kimon the Athenian & Ship from Classical Period 
310-30BC 
d- Tomb of the Kings, Hellenistic Period 310-30BC 
e- Coin from Hellenistic Period 
f- Painting of St.Paul, Roman Period 30BC-AD324 
g- Bust of Septimus Severus, Roman Period 
h- Granting of Church Privileges, early Byzantine 324-841. 
                                                           (continued next pg) 
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New Digs Update     ( cont’d from pg 12 ) 
Russia History of Cossaks sheet of 3 stamps, Scott 
#7100, Sept 17, 2008 
Australia Megafauna issue (pg 7), Oct. 1, 2008, Scott 
#2975-8; booklet #2979, S/C #2980 
China Qiuci Grotto Murals, (pg 7) 

 
Heavenly Kings, Bodhissativa/Buddha, Flying Apsaras, 
Maltreya Preaching 
Scott # 3686-9, July 6, 2008 
China (pg 7), General Qi Jiguang, Scott #3690-1, July 
19, 2008 

 

Archaeology Today 
Reappraisal of the Indus/Vedic Civilization 
An international conference on the Sindhu-Sarasvati 
Valley Civilization will be held on Feb 21 and 22 at 
Loyola Marymount University, in Los Angeles (USA). 
Prominent scholars particularly archaeologists, 
linguists, anthro-pologists, historians, religious 
specialists and geneticists will discus the nature of 
the interrelation between the Indus or Sindhu and the 
Sarasvati or Vedic cultures from about 3000 BCE to 
1000 BCE. They will attempt to bridge the 
chronological, linguistic and racial gap between the 
material and literary cultures of the Indus and Vedic.A 
few fundamental questions raised are: Who were the 
people of Ancient India Civilizations? Were they 
Vedic Aryan or Indo- Aryan, Indo- Iranian or 
Dravidians? Has  archaeological evidence confirmed 
the existence of common features of Vedic and Indus 
cultures? Is there an indigenous continuity of 
the culture in India and Pakistan or did the people 
come from outside the subcontinent? 
      Prominent scholars will touch upon areas of 
consensus and contentions with a temporarily 
conclusive interdisciplinary understanding upon the 
topics: Indus and Sarasvati: ecology and culture, Indus 
and Aryan: Race and Language, The Indus 
Script/Language, Population: Migration and 
Settlement, Sociopolitical Organizations and DNA and 
Astronomical evidences. The conference enhances the 
historical understanding of the period in the Sindhu-
Sarasvati area. 
Source: India Post (10 February 2009) 
 
Prehistoric Site Found in Pakistan 
An archaeological site dating back about 5,500 years 
and believed to be older than Mohenjodaro has been 
found in Pakistan's southern Sindh province. A team of 
22 archaeologists found some semi-precious 
and precious stones and utensils made of clay, copper 
and other metals during an excavation at the site in 
Lakhian Jo Daro in Sukkur district.  "At present, we 
can say that it (the site) is older than Mohenjodaro," 
Ghulam Mustafa Shar, the director of the Lakhian Jo 
Daro project said. The find is believed to date back to 
the Kot Diji era, experts said. Shar said the remains of 
a 'faience' or tin-glazed pottery factory had been found 
at the site. It is believed to be of the era of mirror  

factories in Italy that date back to some 9,000 years. A 
painting has also been found at the site and the 
discovery of more such items could establish the site as 
9,000 years old, like the remains found at Mehargarh in 
Balochistan and Jericho in Palestine, Shar said. 
      Archaeology professors and students from Punjab 
University, Peshawar University and Islamabad will 
soon join the team from Shah Abdul Latif University 
that is currently excavating the site in Lakhian Jo Daro. 
Work on the second block of the site will continue for 
a month and more items could be found, Shar said. 
Local officials  have asked Shar to prepare proposals 
for setting up a museum at the site. 
Source: Times Now (23 January 2009) 
 
Bulletin Published on 4800-year-old Artificial 
Eye 
All studies on the 4800-year-old artificial eye from the 
Burnt City (Iran) have been published in an English-
Persian bulletin early last week.  "The bulletin contains 
all comprehensive studies and analysis of the 
experiments carried out on the artificial eyeball," an 
expert on the Burnt City, Mansur Sajjadi, said. 
      The eyeball was discovered by an archaeological 
team led by Sajjadi in late 2006 at the 5200-year-old 
Burnt City located 57 kilometers from the city of Zabol 
in Iran's Sistan-Baluchestan Province. It belonged to a 
woman who died when she was 25 to 30 year old. 
Studies show traces of an abscess in the upper arch of 
the eye, and tracks made by the eyelid are visible on 
the lower part of the artificial eye. It has been made of 
natural tar mixed with animal fat. 
      The thinnest capillaries on the eyeball have been 
made with golden wires with a thickness of less than 
one millimeter for aesthetic reasons. The pupil of the 
eye has been placed in the center of the eyeball and 
some parallel lines forming an almond pattern 
are visible around the pupil. The eyeball has two holes 
in its two sides, which were used for fixing the eye in 
the eye socket. 
      A joint Italian-Iranian archaeological team led by 
Sajjadi has begun the 12th season of studies at the city 
since last week.They plan to classify the information 
gathered during the previous seasons of excavation at 
the BurntCity. 
Source: Tehran Times (4 January 2009) 
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Archaeology Today 
German Battlefield Yields Roman Surprises 
Archaeologists have found more than 600 relics from a 
huge battle between a Roman army and Barbarians in the 
third century, long after historians believed Rome had 
given up control of northern Germany.  "We have to 
write our history books new, because what we thought 
was that the activities of the Romans ended at nine or 10 
years after Christ," said Lutz Stratmann, science minister 
for the German state of Lower Saxony. "Now we know 
that it must be 200 or 250 after that."  For weeks, arche-
ologist Petra Loenne and her team have been searching 
this area with metal detectors, pulling hundreds of 
ancient Roman weapons out of the ground. They paint a 
picture of a highly organized, technologi-cally superior 
Roman army beset by Germanic tribes in a forest about 
50 miles south of the modern city of Hanover. 
   The hillside battlefield was discovered by relic-hunters 
illegally searching for souvenirs of more recent wars 
near the town of Kalefeld-Oldenrode. One of them 
brought some of the items he found to Loenne, who 
works for the local government. The artifacts are so well 
preserved that the scientists can already retrace some of 
the battle lines.  "We believe the Germans ambushed the 
Romans here, but the legions quickly fired back with 
catapults and archers and then it came to a massive man-
on-man onslaught," Loenne said.  The items un-earthed 
so far include an axe, still sharp after nearly 1,800 years; 
horseshoes; shovels; spearheads; and dozens of 
arrowheads for a Scorpio, a cross between a catapult and 
a crossbow -- the ancient equivalent of artillery.  With a 
very high speed, on a very long distance, about 300 
meters, you can hit targets precisely. 
   Researchers say the evidence suggests the tribesmen 
lured the Romans into the forest to keep them from 
making full use of those long-range weapons and draw 
them into hand-to-hand combat, outside of the forma-
tions the imperial troops had mastered. However, they 
believe the Romans ultimately prevailed.  Other relics 
include coins depicting the late second-century Roman 
emperor Commodus, depicted in the Oscar-winning 
Hollywood epic "Gladiator" -- a film that opens with a 
scene of battle against a barbarian horde that scientists 
say appears to be largely accurate. And Loenne said her 
team may have only begun to scratch the surface of the 

forest. "We hope we might find fortifications and if we 
are lucky, maybe even battlefield graveyards," she said. 
Jan 5 2009  (CNN)  
 
New Discoveries at Moenjodaro 
Archaeologists cleaning a drain to flush out rainwater 
from an explored part of the ancient Indus Valley city of 
Moenjodaro (Pakistan) have been surprised to come 
across artefacts and other objects of much cultural value 
at the World Heritage site. "We had gone just half a 
meter down the level of surface of the old struc- tures in 
the DK-G area and found the material of cultural 
value," Moenjodaro dir. Qasim Ali Qasim said. 
   Well-defined structures of old drains were discovered 
along with certain old artefacts during the digging, 
which was necessitated to prevent rainwater stagnating 
at the world heritage site. An object called an 'elliptical 
lid' that might have been used for keeping 'holy water' or 
'ceremonial water' was also found. Moenjodaro curator 
Irshad Rid said this was something new for 
archaeologists. "A miniature used for keeping medicines 
was also discovered at the site," the curator said. 
According to Qasim, pieces of charcoal were found that 
would help establish the age of the struc-tures. At the 
same time, he said that Pakistan needed fine and delicate 
technology to analyze the new finds without which it 
would be difficult to determine the age and utility of the 
objects. 
  Asked why the new digging was being undertaken, 
Qasim said it was for constructing a drain and to study 
the phenomenon of the 'First Street' of the site. "The 
presence of old remains and structures in the area under 
study showed that it was a congested area, 
compelling the people to encroach upon the main street 
and construct houses," Dawn said. Qasim also said that 
Unesco wanted to undertake a new phase of excavations 
at Moenjodaro to understand different aspects of 
the gigantic prehistoric city. According to Qasim, many 
questions related to Moenjodaro were yet to be discussed 
and answered and it was, therefore, necessary to 
continue work on the site. Curator Rid said E.J.H. 
Mackay of the Archaeological Survey of India had 
conducted the last excavation at the present site between 
1927 and 1931. 
Source: The Hindu (2 February 2009) 
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From the Web Site: 

 
We are still looking for a webmaster.  If anyone can devote about 3 or 4 hours 
per month to this, please contact Mr. Fran Adams for details at 
fran@franadams.com. 
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