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The Battle of Avaris,  Egypt Scott #401,  July 26, 1957 
Propaganda Stamp Plate Block 

During the time of Egypt’s Old 
Kingdom (2687-2206 BC) the land 
seemed to be amply protected within 
the confines of the Nile Valley.  Trade 
with the peoples living around the 
Mediterranean Sea brought goods and 
treasure not produced by the Egyptians 
themselves.  All this changed with the 
pressures of migrating populations 
from the Levant and beyond.  For a 
time Egypt was ruled by the Hyksos 
(called by the Egyptians “Rulers of 
Foreign Lands”), who invaded Egypt 
from the East and plundered the 
country.  They were finally chased out 
and defeated by Ahmose at the Battle 
of Avaris (1580 BC). 

 
During the Middle Kingdon relations with the northern kingdoms were friendly at times and unfriendly at other 
times.  For example, Amenemhat III (1849-1801 BC) enjoyed favorable trade relations with Byblos.  His pectoral 
was found at Byblos (Lebanon Scott C592).   
 
 

     
Thothmes III        Pectoral of Am,enemhat III 
Egypt Scott #C221     Lebanon Scott #C592  
March 25, 1997        Feb 20, 1969 
 

In the New Kingdom (16th to 11th centuries BC) 
the military power of Thothmes III (1479-1425 
BC), forced Assyria, Babylon and Hatti to send 
gifts and tribute to Egypt.  An Egyptian-Hittite 
pact was established. 
 
Good relations with the Hittites were destroyed 
when Ankhesenpaamun, Tutankhamun’s widow, 
beseeched King Shuppliliuma I to send her a 
prince to marry.  The betrothed bridegroom never  
made it; he was assassinated as soon as he crossed 
the border into Egypt. 
 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
 
On May 11th the US will be issuing a triangular stamp for the 
400th Anniversary of the settlement of Jamestown.  Okay, so 
it’s not Old World, but it in indeed archaeology.  This is the 
stamp we should all be using on our mail this year, especially 
on bill payments.  In this way we can support US history and 
US archaeology.  As yet I don’t know if it will be 39c or 41c. 
 
More needs to be done in this field because although we are a 
young country with a written history going back for only 400 
to 500 years, we do not have enough of our history known.  
For example, the records of the Jamestown settlement are in 
England and not the United States!  To date there has been no 
interest on the part of the US to go through the old English 
records to learn the truth of our history.   
 
This winter has been very busy, with stamp shows, quilt 
shows and historical events in the local (Long Island) area.  
What we call history is late 19th to early 20th century, though 
we have been a settled area since 1655. 
 
I could not resist an article “Why Aren’t Humans Furry” for 
the Archaeology Today section.  As someone who lives with 2 
cats, and anyone else out there who belongs to a feline, we 
cannot understand when fur ever became an “unwanted” gene.  
Cat owners are covered in fur at least from May to September.  
In fact, the arrival of these furry ‘children’ is why this issue 
will be sent 5 days late.  Turns out the computer room is not 
quite heated!  And it has to be kept off limits to the little ones.   
They love teething on paper. 
 
The MEGA Show in NYC March 15-18th had an exhibit of 
Save the Monuments of Nubia, which garnered a Silver.  The 
exhibit became mine when the exhibitor died, there is so much 
material in that box after putting the 5 frames together I 
wonder if I should add a sixth.  I hope to have it up at the 
NTSS in June.  It will be the last time shown and likely will be 
sold in 5 years.  This year the ATA’s All Topical Exhibit and 
show will be held in Irving, Texas, near their home office.   
 
Another note that may be of interest; there is a new 
archaeology magazine around.  This one is imported from 
England but printed in the US, making it actually affordable to 
us here.  I got my first issue a few weeks ago and they cover a 
lot of different subjects in the issue.   
 
Have a Nice Spring! 

 
Caroline 

 
 



 “The Best Defense is . . . “ – Egypt and the Hittites 
By Hugh W. Johnston     (Continued from page 1) 
 

 
Horemheb, Scott #1515 

Military activity began again under Horemheb, (1319-1307 BC), 
Tutankhamun’s successor, who supported a rebellion against Hittite rule in the 
Nuhasse lands of Syria.  This pharaoh paved the way for the invasions of the 
early 19th Dynasty rulers. 
 
Who were the Hittites?   
Their origins are not understood, but they ruled the lands of Mesopotamia, 
Palestine and Syria from 1600-1200 BC.  Living principally in the mountains, 
they worshipped a complicated pantheon of gods headed by the Weather-
god/Storm-god (Turkey Scott #2438).  They also worshipped the Sun, as did 
the Egyptians. 

 

         
Hittite Sun Disk & ISO overlay   Ceremonial Standard – Hittite Sun     Hittite Bronze Stag      Hittite Weather God, Ivory  
Turkey Scott #1863                      Course from Alequ Hiyuk, Turkey     Turkey Scott #783       Figurine, 14th Century BC 
Sept 15, 1970                         Scott #1248,  7/6/1967              Sept. 20, 1937              Turkey Scott#2438, Feb 8,1989 
 
An interesting god of the countryside is Kurunta whose emblem is the stag.  His cult emblem has been found in 
tombs dating back to the third millennium BC.  An interesting ceremonial standard  shows two bulls, possibly the 
god Teshub and his consort Hebat.  Yet another standard represents the Sun disk and an ivory statuette represents 
the Hittite mountain god. 
 
An interesting carved lion may be the emblem of the Hurrian goddess Hebat, accepted by the Hittites.  The lion also 
represents the power of the kinds, so strong that they dared to attack the outposts of Egypt. 
 

       
Vessels in Bull Form                  Carved Lion     Seti I From Abydos Temple 
Turkey Scott #2459                  Turkey Scott #2461    Egypt Scott #894,  1973 
Feb 8, 1990                   Feb 8, 1990     

 
King Seti I (1306-1290 BC) found it necessary to restore Egypt’s lost empire to the north following the debacle of 
the Amarna Period in which worship of the Aten was seen by Akhenaten as more important than protection of the 
kingdom from marauders.  He encountered the Hittites at Kadish and Amurru.  Seti gave up these cities in exchange 
for the Hittite promise that Egypt would retain control of the coastal towns of Phoenicia.  Seti’s image on his 
Abydos temple is depicted in Scott #894. 

(continued on page 4) 
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“The Best Defense is . . . “ – Egypt and the Hittites 
By Hugh W. Johnston     (Continued from page 3) 
 
 
Perhaps the most interesting campaign against Hittite power was instigated by Rameses II (1290-1224 BC), who 
was probably prepared for the task by his father, Seti I.  The story appears on the walls of the Great Temple (Per 
Mess) at Abu Simbel: 
 

 
Façade of Per Mess, the Great Temple at Abu Simbel 
Egypt Scott #C103  Egypt Scott NC35 
Oct 24, 1963   “Palestine” issue 

“In year 5 of his reign, Rameses sent his armies 
northward where they entered hostile territory east 
of the Dog River” (now knows as the Kelb River).  
A stone tablet carries inscriptions of all great army 
invasions including that of Rameses II in 1275 
BC.  Rameses encamped near Kadish on the 
Orontes River, in the Bekaa Valley near modern 
Beirut.

 

       
Dog River Panorama, Lebanon Scott #C116-118, Feb 11, 1947 

 
Protected only by his bodyguard and one of his armies (the Division of Amun), the others from the south and west 
had not yet arrived.  Sitting on his throne, he heard reports that the Hittite forces were some distance away.  These 
proved not to be true and the pharaoh was forced to do battle with the Hittite armies lurking just across the river 
surrounding the fortress at Kadish. 
 

            
Rameses on his Throne   Battling the Hittites          Rameses Striking his  
Maldive Islands,                   Chad,  Scott #CB3                       enemies, Guinea, Sc#351 
Scott #158   
 
 

 
The battle was a draw – 
neither side was powerful 
enough to win and the 
armies withdrew, each 
claiming victory.  
Rameses pictured himself 
returning triumphantly on 
the walls of his temple at 
Abu Simbel.  A peace 
treaty between the parties 
was signed in the 21st 
year (1259 BC), which 
endured for 100 years. 

The Hittite kingdom collapsed under the force of peoples who swept through the Levant clear to the coast of Egypt.  
Rameses III (1194-1163 BC), on the walls of his temple at Medinet Habu described the havoc and the devastation 
which they brought. 

(cont’d on pg 5) 
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 “The Best Defense is . . . “ – Egypt and the Hittites 
By Hugh W. Johnston     (Continued from page 4) 
 

              
Rameses Returning Triumphantly                             Rameses III Hunting Bulls  
France Scott #1467, Sept 4, 1976                             Symbols of the Enemies of Egypt, Egypt Scott #1783 
 

     
Assyrian Motif            Assyrian Winged Bull 
Iraq  Scott #2                 Iraq, Scott #4 
     

The Hittite kingdom collapsed under the force of 
peoples who swept through the Levant clear to the 
coast of Egypt.  Rameses III (1194-1163 BC), on the 
walls of his temple at Medinet Habu described the 
havoc and the devastation which they brought. 
 
The final eclipse for the Hittite kingdom occurred 
because of economic disasters, squabbles within the 
royal house regarding kingly succession and invasion 
of the Assyrians early in the 12th century BC.  

 

President’s Message 
 
I finally had a chance to visit the new Getty Villa.  Quite a lot of changes from the old building.  The exhibit of 
Tunisian mosaics was as impressive as I had hoped.  For an encore, I was able to see an exhibit of French 
Illuminated Manuscripts at the Getty Museum the same day.  My legs were tired, but my brain was pleased with the 
sights.  I wish we had similar resources available to us to pursue our stamp collections. 
 
Roman era stuff in Tunisia.  They were one of the sources for grain to make possible the bread portion of bread and 
circuses for the rabble of Rome. 

Merle 
 

Club News 
I hope everyone has been visiting the website.  There are no new awards to be reported this quarter but the site is 
constantly updated and changed.  It is worth a visit.  Sometimes we find a website that is right up our alley, such as 
http://worldheritage.heindorffhus.dk/index.html  This site  presently has stamps and philatelic material from 769 
properties in 136 different nations online.  They have some background on the sites depicted on the stamps, each 
short article running for about 3 pages.  I go there when I’m stuck for ideas on articles that have stamps.   
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The Voyages of Admiral Zheng He 
By Vincent Benkovitz 
 

 
Zheng He and the Chinese Treasure Ships,   
Hong Kong June 28, 2005, Scott #1144 
 

Stamps honoring Zheng He were issued by China, 
Singapore, Hong Kong and Macau in July 2005.  
Though there is much speculation about the 
Chinese Treasure Ships’ voyages this article will 
only consider the 7 voyages made by Zheng He 
himself.  The greatest seafarer in China's history 
was raised in the mountainous heart of Asia, 
several weeks' travel from the closest port. Zheng, 
originally named Ma Ho, was not even Chinese. 
He was a Mongol Muslim, the son of a rural 
official in the Mongol province of Yunnan.  

After being taken captive by the invading Chinese army which overthrew the Mongols in 1382, he was ritually 
castrated and trained as an imperial eunuch and assigned to the court of Emperor Yong Le.  Many Mongols adopted 
the Muslim faith and Zheng He was a devout Muslim, a formidable soldier and a powerful figure, said to stand over 
2 meters tall (6’8”). 
 
Within 20 years the boy had become one of the prince's chief aides, a key strategist in the rebellion that made Zhu 
Di the third emperor of the Ming Dynasty in 1402. Renamed Zheng after his exploits at the battle of Zhenglunba, 
near Beijing, he was chosen to lead one of the most powerful naval forces ever assembled.  Zheng He's legacy was 
a 10,000-mile journey that would carry him from Yunnan to Africa's Swahili coast.  
 

 
Hong Kong Souvenir Sheet containing 6 stamps. 
June 28, 2005, Scott #1143a-c. 
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Zheng He’s "treasure ship" was 400-500 feet long - 
much larger than Columbus's Santa Maria at 85 feet in 
1492, and weighed 1500 tons.  It also had watertight 
compartments. In the drawing below, the two flagships 
are superimposed to give a clear idea of the relative 
size of these two ships.   
 
His missions showed impressive demonstrations of 
organizational capability and technological might, but 
did not lead to significant trade, since Zheng He was an 
admiral and an official, not a merchant. 
 
Zheng He's Junks  

 
(cont’d on page 7) 
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The Voyages of Admiral Zheng He 
By Vincent Benkovitz  (cont’d from page 6) 
 

 
Sheetlet Zheng He’s Voyages, Singapore June 26, 2005, Scott #1147a 
note map of voyages in selvage. 

Zheng He's first fleet (1403) included 
27,870 men on 317 ships, including 
sailors, clerks, interpreters, soldiers, 
artisans, medical men and meteorologists. 
On board were large quantities of trade 
cargo including silk goods, porcelain, 
gold and silverware, copper utensils, iron 
implements and cotton goods. The fleet 
sailed along China's coast to Champa 
(Vietnam) and after crossing the South 
China Sea, visited Java and Sumatra, 
reaching Sri Lanka by passing through 
the Strait of Malacca. On the way back it 
sailed along the west coast of India and 
returned home in 1407. Envoys from 
Calcutta and several countries in Asia 
and the Middle East boarded the ships to 
pay visits to China. Zheng He's 2nd and 
3rd voyages, taken shortly after, followed 
roughly the same route.  

 

 
Zheng He, Treasure carried by Chinese ships, Chinese Treasure Ships.   
Hong Kong Issues June 28,  2005, Scott #1143a-c 

Zheng He was the last in 
a series of great Chinese 
navigators sent on 
expeditions to plot the 
meridian arc from 
Vietnam to Mongolia, not 
to conquer. 

 

 
Zheng He issue from Peoples Republic of China, June 28, 2005 
Scott #3438a-c,    Depiction of early Chinese Compass on stamp 
at right. 

 
Each ship had an official whose job was to 
take compass readings. It is hard to know how 
accurate these could have been, though 
Chinese navigators corrected their compass 
readings by celestial observation. They found 
their latitude from the stars and had stellar 
charts to help them. Speed was measured by 
dropping a floating object over the side and 
timing its passage along the length of the ship. 
Watches were timed by burning an incense 
stick of standard length.  

(cont’d on page 8) 
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The Voyages of Admiral Zheng He 
By Vincent Benkovitz                          (cont’d from page 7)   
 

 
Zheng He with celestial readings, Bringing a Giraffe to the Emperor and Ships Sailing 
Se-tenant issue of Macau, June 28, 2005, Scott #1171a-c 

His second expedition, said 
to have set off in 1407 and 
returned in 1409, consisted 
of 249 ships; it visited 
Thailand, Java, Aru, Aceh, 
Coimbatore, Kayal, Cochin 
and Calcutta (where it spent 
four months).  

 
The third expedition sailed in 1409 and returned in 1411, and although it was composed of only 48 ships, it 
allegedly carried 30,000 troops, stopping at Champa, Java, Malacca, Sumatra, Ceylon, Quilon, Cochin and 
Calcutta. 
 
Zheng He’s latter four expeditions were recorded by a Muslim Chinese named Ma Huan, who was attached as a 
translator to the fourth voyage, which sailed in 1413 with 63 ships and 28,560 men. Born near Hangzhou, Ma Huan 
learned Arabic and perhaps Persian.  From Hormuz he coasted around the Arabian boot to Aden at the mouth of the 
Red Sea. The arrival of the fleet caused a sensation in the region, and 19 countries sent ambassadors to board Zheng 
He's ships with gifts for Emperor Zhu Di and the inauguration of the Forbidden City. 
 

                   
Zheng He issue from Singapore, issued June 28, 2005, Scott #1146-9 
 
Zheng He visited Hormuz again on his seventh and final expedition, which lasted from 1431 to 1433. This time the 
fleet consisted of 100 ships and 27,500 men. He arrived when Hormuz was at the peak of its prosperity.  
 
The Ming expeditions established a long-lasting relationship between China and the key port of Malacca. They 
might have led to a permanent Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean. However, when the Hung-hsi emperor came 
to the throne in 1433, he put an end to the official voyages because senior Mandarins were complaining about the 
expense, pointing out that profits to the state were almost nonexistent, and the money could be better spent 
patrolling eastern coastal waters against the menace of Japanese pirates. Thus, the Chinese state monopoly of 
Indian Ocean trade gave way to private enterprise, which the Ming had vainly tried to stamp out. It is probable that 
leading merchants in China used their wealth to support the court faction opposed to state-sponsored trade. 
 
Zheng He’s Tomb  

 
Zheng He  (1371-1433) 
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In 1983, during the 580th anniversary of Zheng He's voyage, his tomb in Nanjing was 
restored. The new tomb was built on the site of the original tomb and reconstructed 
according to the customs of Islamic teachings. Inscribed on top of the tomb are the 
Arabic words "Allahu Akbar (God is Great)".  Zheng He died during the Treasure 
Fleet's last voyage. Although he has a tomb in China, it is empty; he was, like many 
great admirals, buried at sea. 

 (cont’d on page 9) 
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The Voyages of Admiral Zheng He 
By Vincent Benkovitz                 (cont’d from page 8)   

    
Zheng He Voyages /     Scott #3439      Zheng He Voyages  /  Scott #3438a, b, & c  
Peoples Republic of China, June 28, 2005     Peoples Republic of China, June 28, 2005  
 

 
Indonesia  June 28, 2005  
Scott #2074. 

Zheng He himself wrote of his travels: 
"We have traversed more than 100,000 li (50,000 kilometers) of immense 
waterspaces and have beheld in the ocean huge waves like mountains 
rising in the sky, and we have set eyes on barbarian regions far away 
hidden in a blue transparency of light vapors, while our sails loftily 
unfurled like clouds day and night, continued their course (as rapidly) as a 
star, traversing those savage waves as if we were treading a public 
thoroughfare…" (Tablet erected by Zhen He, Changle, Fujian, 1432) 

New Digs 

                
Bolivia, Inca Messenger         Ecuador, Ancient Fertility Sculptures 
August 21, 2006      Date unknown 

         
Egypt,  Joint Issue with China, Cultural Exchange of Sites;             France, Rouffignac Cave 
Abu Simbel Temple & South Gate Pavilion     May 29, 2006 
July 13, 2006    (unable to obtain Chinese issue) 
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New Digs 

 
France, Antiquities of Rome, Egypt, Greece & Etruria Self-Adhesive Booklet of 10 
January 29, 2007 
 

    
French Southern & Antarctic  Israel,  Crusader Forts  
Territory, Archaeological  Issued 2006 
Excavations,  St. Paul Island  
Date unknown 

      
Macedonia, Fossil Shells stamps & s/s 
Date unknown 2006-7 

                          
Peru, Prehistoric Animal Fossils S/Sheet   Syria, Joint Issue with China, Syrian Roman Ruins 
Bombay list 3/1/07     and Great Wall of China,  Issued 2006 
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New Digs 

    
South Africa,  Prehistoric man; FDC and Souvenir Sheet  November 30, 2006 
 
 

Archaeology Today 
 
Greek Archaeologists Unearth Roman Tomb  
ATHENS, Greece -- Archaeologists on a Greek island have discovered a large Roman-era tomb containing gold 
jewelry, pottery and bronze offerings, officials said Wednesday.  The building, near the village of Fiscardo on 
Kefalonia, contained five burials including a large vaulted grave and a stone coffin, a Culture Ministry 
announcement said. 
     The complex, measuring 8 by 6 meters (26 by 20 feet), had been missed by grave-robbers, the announcement 
said.  Archaeologists found gold earrings and rings, gold leaves that may have been attached to ceremonial 
clothing, as well as glass and clay pots, bronze artifacts decorated with masks, a bronze lock and copper coins.  The 
vaulted grave, a house-shaped structure, had a small stone door that still works perfectly -- turning on stone pivots. 
     On a nearby plot, archaeologists also located traces of what may have been a small theater with four rows of 
stone seats, the ministry said.  Previous excavations in the area have uncovered remains of houses, a baths complex 
and a cemetery, all dating to Roman times --between 146 B.C. and 330 A.D. 
Copyright 2007 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed.  POSTED: 4:02 p.m. EDT, April 4, 2007 
 
Why Aren't Humans Furry? 
A prize-winning paper suggests that humans are hairless apes because Stone-Age mothers regarded furry babies as 
unattractive. Written by Judith Rich-Harris, author of The Nurture Assumption and No Two Alike, the article, 
'Parental selection: a third selection process in the evolution of human hairlessness and skin color' was the winner 
of the 2006 David Horrobin Prize for medical theory. 
     Harris' paper describes Stone Age societies in which the mother of a newborn had to decide whether she had the 
resources to nurture her baby. The newborn's appearance likely influenced whether the mother kept or abandoned 
it. An attractive baby was more likely to be kept and reared. Harris' theory is that this kind of parental selection may 
have been an important force in evolution. If Stone Age people believed that hairless babies were more attractive 
than hairy ones, this could explain why humans are the only apes lacking a coat of fur. Harris suggests that 
Neanderthals must have been furry in order to survive the Ice Age. Our species would have seen them as 'animals' 
and potential prey. Harris' hypothesis continues that Neanderthals went extinct because human ancestors ate them. 
     This year's prize judge was Professor Jonathan Rees FMedSci of Edinburgh University, Scotland - co-discoverer 
of the 'red hair gene'. Professor Rees said: "This paper is an excellent example of the kind of bold thinking and 
theorizing which David Horrobin intended to encourage when he began Medical Hypotheses. I hope that Judith 
Rich Harris' idea provokes debate and further investigation of this topic." 
Source: Medical News Today (19 March 2007) 
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Archaeology Today 
Jamestown 

 
 

In December 1606, 3 small merchant ships departed from Blackwell 
(London) England.  They were the Susan Constant, Godspeed and 
Discovery.  After about 6 months at sea they landed, on May 13, 1607 
and began work on a fortified trading outpost – James Towne – the first 
permanent English settlement in America.   
      Vagrant children and orphans were swept from the streets of London 
and transported to the New World.  The colony was under constant 

threat of attack from the Algonquin and other native tribes and the Spanish.   
      The Museum in Docklands (London) has a special exhibit for the 400th anniversary of the first permanent 
English settlement in America at Jamestown, Virginia.  The exhibition charts the history of Jamestown and it’s 
links with London.  On display are items unearthed since 1994 at the site of the original settlement, as well as from 
the museum’s permanent collection. 
Your Editor thanks Current World Archaeology (UK) for the above information. 
 

 

Indus Valley Civilization More Varied and Wider 
"Indus Valley civilization was much more varied and wider than historians 
believed till date," said Professor of Archaeology and Heritage Management, 
Boston University, Mohammed Rafique Mughal. "Extensive exploration and 
excavation of sites in the upper Indus Valley and the lower Sindh have revealed a 
widespread cultural phenomena which existed at that time." 

     Claiming that field researches at Harappan sites - both in India and Pakistan - are leading to fresh interpretations, 
Mughal said, "While we are still striving to understand various aspects of this civilization, certain cultural patterns 
are emerging from the current research that offers new perspective to various aspects of the Harappan Civilization. 
The Neolithic settlement at Mehrgarh, located within the region of upper Sindh, has revealed that human settlement 
in the Indus region dates back to sixth millennium BCE.  A remarkable complexity in architecture, social 
stratification, elaborate burial practice and emerging craft specialization have been found, but the evidence is not 
conclusive enough to link the Neolithic horizon of Mehrgarh with the nest state of human cultural development, 
labeled as Hakra and Kot Dijian."  
     Professor Mughal called for collective efforts rather than individuals for bringing to the fore various aspects of 
the Indus Valley Civilization. "Still a lot has to be done. The findings have made us realize how ignorant we are in 
understanding this remarkable civilization." 
Source: Dehli Newsline (6 March 2007) 
  
English & Irish May be Closer Than They Think 
Historians teach that the inhabitants of Britain and Ireland are mostly descended from different peoples: the Irish 
from the Celts and the English from the Anglo-Saxons who invaded from Northern Europe and drove the Celts to 
the western and northern fringes. But geneticists who have tested DNA throughout the British Isles are edging 
toward a different conclusion. Many are struck by the overall genetic similarities, leading some to claim that both 
Britain and Ireland have been inhabited for thousands of years by a single people that have remained in the 
majority, with only minor additions from later invaders like Celts, Romans, Angles, Saxons, Vikings and Normans. 
     The genetic evidence is still under development, and because only very rough dates can be derived from it, it is 
hard to weave evidence from DNA, archaeology, history and linguistics into a coherent picture of British and Irish 
origins. Stephen Oppenheimer, a medical geneticist at the University of Oxford, says the historians' account is 
wrong in almost every detail. In his reconstruction of events, the principal ancestors of today's British and Irish 
populations arrived from Spain about 16,000 years ago, speaking a language related to Basque. The British Isles 
were unpopulated then, wiped clean of people by glaciers that had smothered Northern Europe for about 4,000 
years and forced the former inhabitants into refuges in Spain and Italy. When the climate warmed and the glaciers 
retreated, people moved back north. The new arrivals in the British Isles would have found an empty territory, 
which they could have reached just by walking along the Atlantic coastline, since the English Channel and the Irish 
Sea were still land.           (continued) 
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Archaeology Today 
 
English & Irish May be Closer Than They Think  (continued) 
     In all, about three-quarters of the ancestors of today's British and Irish populations arrived 15,000 to 7,500 years 
ago, when rising sea levels split Britain and Ireland from Continental Europe and from each other, Oppenheimer 
calculates in a new book, 'The Origins of the British: A Genetic Detective Story.'  Ireland received the fewest of the 
subsequent invaders; their DNA makes up about 12 percent of the Irish gene pool. DNA from invaders accounts for 
20 percent of the gene pool in Wales, 30 percent in Scotland, and about a third in eastern and southern England. 
     Historians have usually assumed that Celtic was spoken throughout Britain when the Romans arrived. Oppen-
heimer argues that the absence of Celtic place names in England makes this unlikely, as words for places are 
particularly durable. If the people of the British Isles hold most of their genetic heritage in common, with their 
differences consisting only of a regional flavoring of Celtic in the west and of northern European in the east, might 
that perception draw them together? Geneticists see little prospect that their findings will reduce cultural and 
political differences. 
Source: International Herald Tribune (5 March 2007) 
 
111 Prehistoric Artifacts Unearthed in Bahrain 
The joint Jordanian-Bahraini archeological mission found 111 pieces of articrafts in Sar archeological site in 
Bahrain. Head of the mission Hani Fleihat said that these pieces date back to 2300 BCE and were found through the 
excavation of 138 tombs. These excavations revealed that the area included a primitive temple and that attracted 
people to live in its surroundings. 
Sources: Jordan News Agency, Petra (26 February 2007) 
 
Export Bar Placed on Neolithic 'Jadeite' Axe-Head 
British Culture Minister, David Lammy, has placed a temporary export bar on a 'jadeite' Neolithic axe-head that 
once formed part of the collection of Lt-General Augustus Pitt Rivers, one of the fathers of British archaeology. 
This will provide a last chance to raise the money to keep the axe-head, which dates from before 4000 BCE, in the 
United Kingdom. 
     The Minister's ruling follows a recommendation by the Reviewing Committee on the Export of Works of Art 
and Objects of Cultural Interest, run by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council. The Committee recom-
mended that the export decision be deferred on the grounds that the axe-head is so closely connected with British 
history and national life that its departure would be a misfortune of outstanding significance for the study of 
Neolithic Britain. 
     This Neolithic axe-head is a particularly fine specimen, beautifully shaped and polished, which shows off with 
considerable sophistication the tonalities and gradations of the fine hard 'jadeite' stone from which it is 
manufactured.  Such axes were never functional, but were already high status 'heirlooms' when they reached Britain 
around 6000 years ago, and were made centuries earlier from rock quarried in the Italian Alps. 
     The decision on the export license application for the axe-head will be deferred for a period ending on 20 April. 
This period may be extended until 20 July if a serious intention to raise funds with a view to making an offer to 
purchase the axe-head at the recommended price of £24,000 (excluding VAT) is expressed.  
Source: UK Department for Culture, Media and Sport (23 February 2007) 
 
Unearthing UAE's Hidden Past 
Recent discoveries and excavations have shown that the UAE lies on a treasure of archaeological and historical 
sites, which prove that man lived along coastal areas thousands of years ago. By examining the findings of the 
excavations, archaeologists have discovered that the UAE has witnessed the settlement of human inhabitants dating 
back to the civilizations of Old Egypt and Mesopotamia. 
     The country's coastal regions are considered to be of the most significant areas populated by humans, because 
they have archaeological and historical treasures that span the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. The historical 
study of those areas also provides important information about the environment of the UAE's coastal areas and is a 
crucial link to understanding patterns of human settlement thousands of years ago. 
     Although some areas are subject to extensive surveys and deep excavations, others have still not received  
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Unearthing UAE's Hidden Past                       (Continued) 
enough attention. More excavations and research are needed in order to put together a 
clearer picture of the country's rich history. 
     Among the areas needing more attention is Al Fisht village, which lies on the 
coast, one mile northeast of Sharjah. According to stories and tales, this village sank 
into the sea more than 30 years ago after it was hit by strong Shamal winds and high 
sea waves, causing its residents to move to Kalba, Umm Al Quwain and Ajman after 
their houses and farms were flooded. This is an indication that there are many 
archaeological ruins that have sunk deep into the Gulf waters.  Hence Al Fisht village

is just as important as other areas in which archaeologists have been tracing the earliest human settlements and 
historical sites. 
     This is important to consider since the absence of detailed information is often interpreted as a lack of history. 
Those sunken treasures need to be unearthed by archaeologists and researchers who can help shed more light on the 
UAE's history and civilization. 
Source: Gulf News (24 February 2007) 
 

Emails to the Editor 
 
From: <Simon@sandafayre-stamps.com>*** 
To: <Editor@OWASU.org> 
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2007 9:47 AM 
Subject: Stamps, unique service 
Dear Collector 
A UNIQUE FREE SERVICE TO STAMP 
COLLECTORS: 
My name is Simon, I am one of the philatelists who 
manage the Sandafayre Collectors Register. If you 
tell me what you collect I will add that information to 
the Register and we will email you details of lots that 

match your interests as they appear in the weekly 
Sandafayre mail bid sales. 
> It's a special feature unique to us and as it is run by 
philatelists then no matter how basic or specialized 
your philatelic interests are, we may be able to help. 
> We can also send you a couple of free illustrated 
catalogues but we will need your mailing address. 
> HELP US BUILD YOUR COLLECTION. 
PLEASE SEND US YOUR COLLECTING 
INTERESTS FOR OUR COLLECTORS 
REGISTER! 

*** It is the policy of OWASU not to give out information about our members, names, addresses and collecting 
interests.  If anyone is interested, their website is www.sandafayre.com.  They are located in Great Britain.  Please 
note that the Pound Sterling is presently $1.93 and postage is horrendous.  Other than that they are not bad to deal 
with.  But you’ve been warned about how the exchange presently stands.    
 
Keimar Stamps 
P O Box 2677, Garden Grove, CA 92842 (USA) 
Email:  keimarstamps@socal.rr.com   Web Address:  www. keimarstamps.com 
Interested in the latest issue for your topic? May we suggest you visit our new issue sites. 
The following are links to wonderful sites that may be of interest to you. Firstly, the OWASU is a group of stamp 
collectors who collect and study postage stamps and materials related to Old World Archaeology (and cultural 
anthropology for spice). Click their logo below for an enjoyable visit. 
Interested in a 10% discount? Join ATA or any affiliated study unit of American Topical Association. 
This is a Member Ad, ask for Mary 
 
Have you visited our website lately?  Don’t forget to visit:  www.owasu.org  Updates are made every 2 weeks or so 
to keep it up to date as much as possible.   
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