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Angkor! 

 
Overview of Angkor Wat as seen today.  One of the most famous tourist destinations in Southeast Asia. 

 
Monuments of Angkor 
By Nguyen Bao-Tung 
 
The historical vestiges of a vanished civilization have 
been found hidden deep in a forest in Cambodia.   
Overgrown by the strangler figs which form the 
jungle, stone by stone these ruined giants returned 
into the earth from which they were drawn.  Angkor 
dates from the XI and XII Centuries.  The slow work 
of  clearing  and restoring the temples re-conquered  
 

 
Maximum Card cancelled Hanoi 1925 

from the jungle had to be undertaken by the same 
archaic means with which they were built. 
 
Angkor is the largest religious monument in the 
world.  Aryan tribes from the plateau of Iran, 
migrating toward the east around 1000 BC, built the 
monumental buildings that make up Angkor Wat and 
Angkor Thom.  Although today areas of Angkor are 
used by Buddhist Monks, many of the Gods depicted 
are from the Hindu pantheon, especially Vishnu and 
Shiva, and were brought from India.   
 
Many aspects of the Monuments of Angkor have 
been shown on labels as propaganda, fiscals (revenue 
stamps) and postage stamps from Indo-China since 
the early 20th century, and Cambodia under it’s 
various political names.  Angkor has always 
symbolized Cambodia. 
 
 

(Continued on page 3)
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From the Editor 
 

Lots of changes this issue!  A Letters to the Editor section 
has been added. This can be a forum of communication 
between members. 
 
The feature article Angkor, is a UNESCO site.  I should 
be able to get a 2 year run out of UNESCO sites.  
However, the national parks will not be covered, it’s just 
not archaeology!  I was not fortunate enough to hit that 
balance between several continents this issue as Cambodia 
(Angkor) and China (Peking Man) are both in Asia.  Once 
again we are in the Stone Age; last issue Lascaux, this 
issue Dragon Hill. 
 
I would also like to thank those who have sent me articles.  
With your help this journal can continue to expand and 
improve.  I would especially like to thank those of you 
who wrote me with suggestions and requests. 
 
Many of you have asked me if I intend to cover Meso-
American Archaeology also since the MASU is no longer 
active.  On several occasions OWASU had approached 
MASU in the past to initiate a merger of the two.  Nothing 
ever came of it.  Many of our members have an interest in 
both Old World and Meso-American archaeology.  If 
something comes up of interest in the Americas I will 
certainly add it to the news area.  However, little falls 
between –BC to AD1200. 
 
My directive from the Board of Directors reminds me that 
our sphere is from pre-historic to about 1000 to 1200 AD.  
If I go beyond that time period I am afraid it will open up 
religion (pre-Christian, Christian eras).  The Crusades is 
not really archaeology, although something discovered 
from that period would be.  There are other study units 
that handle this type of topic much better than I could in 
the space allotted.  The same goes for Medieval Europe. 
 
A story on mummies discovered in the Andes is 
acceptable, provided it (the mummy) appears on a stamp, 
but information about Native Americans from 1700 is far 
beyond the sphere of this publication.  The Maya 
civilization dates up to the Spanish Colonization period of 
1500, and would not be something I would search out. 
 
Any other opinions or suggestions? 
 
Preliminary election results are elsewhere in this issue.  
Thanks to all who voted. 

Caroline 
 



Monuments of Angkor 
By Nguyen Bao-Tung 

 (cont’d from page 1) 
 

 
Angkor Thom and Angkor Vat were the subjects of two propaganda labels, one shown above from a booklet containing a set of 
40, which sold for 4 francs (40c) by the Governor-General of Indo-China.  It was printed in 1930 by Helio-Vaugirad Printing 
House of Paris for voluntary use up to about 1938.  Another non-profit vignette appeared in 1928, multicolored, again printed 
in France. 
 

 
Banteay Srei Entrance  
as it appears today. 
 

 
Banteay Srei (Citadel of Women) 
Scott #154 2/1/66   
 
 

 
Banteay Srei site overview 
Scott #1046 12/2/90 

In the X Century, King Jayavarem V ordered Banteay Srei (The citadel of Woman) built for Brahman religious 
services on the border of the Siem Reap River.  The complex containing Angkor Wat and Angkor Thom, the 
Temple of Bayon and others were built upon the Siem Reap River along 21 kilometers.  The rising sun shines upon 
the structures, reflecting in a jewel sculpted vision.  Stumps of trees and vines grow thru the stone structures, 
alternately separating stones and keeping them together.  It was completed by Rajendravarmen in AD 967. 
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Monuments of Angkor 
By Nguyen Bao-Tung 

 (cont’d from page 3) 
Recent stamps depicting Banteay Srei are shown below. 
 

 
       Banteay Srei 
   Scott #1621 (1997) 
 

 
      Banteay Srei 
  Scott #1622 (1997) 
 

 
       Banteay Srei 
   Scott #1623 (1997) 

 Chamkrong, Angkor 
Scott 153 2/1/66  Baksei 

 

 
France Official; Face from Bayon 

Honoring UNESCO 
Scott #2O45 10/23/93 

 

 
 
Upon reaching the enclosures of 
the temple, in the middle of a 
court paved with flagstones, 
there are three sanctuaries which 
are joined to each other by a 
shared basement.  Guarded by 
apsaras, dancing goddesses, 
various deities.  
 
 
 

 
   Bayon Scott #1048 12/2/90 
 
In 1992, the UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee declared the 
monument, and the whole city of 
Angkor, a World Heritage Site. 

 
Vishnu Reclining, 11th Century  
   Scott #1135 4/13/91 
 

 
   Garuda, 10th Century  
    Scott #1134 4/13/91 
 

 
Nandin reclining, 7th Century  
Scott #1136 4/13/91 

 
Various Gods and Goddesses were venerated in a 3 stamp set shown on the following page:  Apsara (#312), Devata 
(#313), Devata (#314) issued July 23, 1973.  The Apsaras are dancing goddesses and appear on many wall carvings 
throughout the structures and on stamps. 
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Monuments of Angkor 
By Nguyen Bao-Tung   (cont’d from page 4) 
 
In the center was erected the linga of Siva, of the Hindu Triumvirate a symbol of the universal eternal spirit.  This 
emblem, sometimes endowed with complex shapes such as square, cylinder or octagon, represents the very essence 
of royalty, the Royal God. 
 

                                                     
   Apsaras                           Devata              Devata                             Relief from wall carving  
Scott #312, 7/23/73                Scott #313, 7/23/73                Scott #314, 7/23/73                Scott #1047 12/2/90 
 

 
Hanuman Monkey God Scott #C19-23  9/1/64 

 
Air post stamps depicting Hanuman, mythological monkey (from the Indian epic, the Ramayana) (C19-C23) and 
overprinted (C24-C27).  Hanuman is an incarnation of the Hindu god Siva.  The Hindu triumvirate consists of 3 
main gods, Brahma, Vishnu & Siva.   Other gods are considered incarnations of these gods. 
 

 
Apsara issued Jan 1951 
 

 
Krishna Scott #94A, 1961 
 

 
Feb 13 74 J8 Apsaras 
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Monuments of Angkor 
By Nguyen Bao-Tung  (cont’d from page 5) 
 

Garuda bird sculpture from Angkor Thom Temple. 

 
Khmere Republic issue depicting Garudas issued Jan 18, 1973 

 
 
The Garudas – divine birds with human bodies – and 
enemies of Nagas (mythological snake), riding on the 
back of Vishnu, sit on a circular terrace.  The 
sanctuaries are  small and the priest has to bow down 
to enter the divine cell. 
 

 
Garuda dropping Letters over 
Angkor Scott # C10  12/11/57 

 
In the XI Century, Jayavarman VIII and 
Suryavarman I had erected Angkor, which they 
devoted to Brahmanic worship and which, for 
whatever mysterious reasons, they gave up soon after 
finishing construction of these works. 
 

 
Angkor East Gate, Scott #25 December 1954 
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Udayadityavrman II erected Baphoun in the XI 
Century.  By the XII Century and the reign of 
Suryavarman II, Khmer dominion extended into 
present day Laos, Thailand and Vietnam, with the 
capital at Angkor Wat. 
 

 
Angkor Wat   Scott #155  2/7/66 

 

.   
Preahkhan Temple, Rolouoh 

Scott #152  2/1/66 
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Monuments of Angkor 
By Nguyen Bao-Tung (cont’d from page 6) 
 
In the XII Century, Suryavarman VII dedicated 
Preahkhan (the sacred Sword) to Buddhism.  This 
temple is very spacious and was protected by four 
concentric enclosures and surrounded with trenches.  
On the walls are a variety of short inscriptions 
relating to deified personages which gives this 
monument the value of a temple of memory.   
 

 
Bayon, Angkor Wat 
Scott #156  2/1/66 

 
Jayavarman VII built the Bayon in the XIII Century 
as a Buddhist Temple.  A carved face graces 54 stone 
towers, a close up of which is seen on page 4. 
 

 
Maximum Card franked with Indochina Scott #156 issued 

1938, cancelled 1950 at Angkor. 

 
Angkor’s loneliness and decay, endures invasion by a 
particularly strong vegetation which lay stress to the 
dreary atmosphere which bathes its old stones.  
Entangled blocks of stone weighing hundreds of 
kilograms obstruct certain galleries.  Only the 
monkeys and flitter mice bring in something of a 
liveliness to this petrified universe.   
 
A score of temples of various importance are thus 
catalogued, labeled, and described in hundreds of 
guide books designed for tourists in haste, presenting 
an inextricable mixture of architectural, religious, 
philosophical and historical notions which are likely 
to smother all receptivity.   
 
To tell stories about Angkor Vat and Angkor Thom is 
mere happiness.  Bas reliefs extending over 
kilometers, and statues numbering thousands are 
gathered along the enclosure walls and inside 
galleries.   
 
At nightfall, after serious research the lover of these 
old stones discovers deficiencies in his knowledge.  
Each of his interpretations is only a transition to 
another problem.  Being engaged in this way of 
intellectual speculations, he is unaware of the initial 
message which has been handed over to us by all 
these temples and by this pond, Neak Pean, placed 
here by Jayavarman VII, as a mirror colored by 
precious gold and garlands.  The water of this pond 
the water is sparkling in the light of gold prasat tinted 
with the red color of lotus flowers.  It glitters and 
calls up an image in the pond of the blood shed by 
Bhargava.  Its retort, the Anavatapta, in the 
Himalayan region at the roof of the world, gives birth 
to four big rivers on earth. 
 

 
Mr. Nguyen Bao-Tung 
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President’s Message: 
I am presently awaiting the new U.S. Olympic issue, 
expected to be released this June.  It is a runner done 
it the style of Greek Vases.  Although it is a 
composite design, taken from several examples, it is 
quite good.  The design is a runner in black on an 
orange background.  Several cities are still being 
discussed for first day ceremonies.  The games will 
take place in Athens, Greece August 13th – 29th 2004.  
The U.N. also has a stamp in the New York set 
depicting a Greek Vase.   
As mentioned in my last President’s Message, the 
folks at Washington 2006 are now in the process of 
lining up meetings and events for the show.  I hope 
many of you will decide to attend and perhaps we can 
get together for a nice dinner at a local restaurant.   
 

 

Angkor:  European Discovery 
The first European to discover these temples was 
Frenchman Henri Mouhot.  In 1858 he left London 
for Bangkok, taking a boat along the northern coast 
of the Gulf of Siam to the Cambodian port of 
Kampot.  Jan 1880 he reached Battambang where a 
French missionary told him of rumors of ancient 
ruins nearby.   
 
Henri Mouhot died 10 Nov 1861 in the mountainous 
forests of Laos, hundreds of miles up the Mekong  
River from Cambodia.  His diary was sent to his wife 
and in 1863 appeared in installments in the French 
magazine, “Tour du Monde”.  
  
By 1887 control of Cambodia passed to France and 
French archaeologists now had access to Angkor.  
The work of the French at Angkor became one of the 
few untarnished episodes in the modern history of 
Indochina. 

Image of U.S. stamp to be issued 
 
 

 
 

The Dancing Apsaras, Cancelled at Siem Reap, 
Cambodia, franked with Indochina Scott #167, 
issued 1940 illustration from the collection of 

 Mr. Nguyen Bao Tung 
 
 

From the UNESCO website I found information 
about the Technical Session of the ICC / Angkor 
(International Coordinating Committee for the 
Safeguarding and Development of the Historic Site of 
Angkor) 
This session. Organized by UNESCO’s office in 
Cambodia in cooperation with the Culture Sector’s 
Angkor Unit, will follow the International 
Symposiums on the Preservation of the Ta Prohm 
Temple (Feb 5) and Bayon (Feb 6 & 7).  The 
ICC/Angkor technical session will offer an 
opportunity to examine all the projects under way in 
Angkor as well as to broaden the debate on 
sustainable development of the Siem Reap region 
with new partners in compliance with the 
recommendations of the Second Intergovernmental 
Conference on the Safeguarding and Development of 
the Site of Angkor, which took place in Paris on 
November 14 and 15, 2003. 
 
Other Resources: 
For anyone interested in reading more about these 
fascinating structures and their history, many books 
have been written on the subject which are available 
at your local library.  Also many websites exist to 
give up to date information on the plight of the 
temples’ struggle with the strangler figs and other 
vegetation of the jungle. 
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Fun with Research:  More on 
Peking Man (Sinanthropus 
Pekinensis)     By Eileen Meier 
 
Following up on a footnote in Encyclopedia 
Britannica section on Peking Man, I obtained the 
book “Peking Man” (1975) by Henry L. Shapiro from 
the local library through interlibrary loan. 
 

 
China Letter Sheet, October 19, 1989 

 
This work states that a division of labor occurred 
within the Peking Man community.  Women gathered 
fruit, nuts, roots and grubs while men hunted to 
obtain meat for the group.  There was no picture in 
this book showing a digging stick.   
 
 
“The Dawn of Humans:  Expanding Worlds” by Rick 
Gore in National Geographic (May 1997) reports that 
“many Eastern sites in China yield numerous 
choppers and flakes but no hand axes.  Hominids 
may have been making their big tools from bamboo.”  
Perhaps the item held in the woman’s hand in a 
bamboo digging stick in China (PRC) postal 
stationery item discussed in Fun with Research: 
Peking Man, OWA Vol. XVII, Number 1 Pg 5-6. 
 

 
Cuba 1997 
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At a charity rummage sale I found a book “Food in 
History” by Reay Tannahil (1973).  This book 
describes early man’s diet as “eggs, nestlings, fruit in 
trees.  On ground lizards, porcupines, tortoises, 
ground squirrels, moles, plump insects and grubs.  
Man learned how to kill larger animals such as 
buffalo and rhinoceros, whose bones were found in 
Peking Man’s caves.  They also hunted otter, wild 
sheep and boar.  70% of meat diet was deer.” 
 

 
Cuba Scott #1213 
March 31, 1967 

 
 
“Even today primative man gathers fruit and other 
vegetable foods primarily, and hunt only secondary.  
Modern hunter-gather societies derive an average of 
35% of their calories from fresh meats” according to 
Edward O. Wilson in “On Human Nature” (1978).  
Therefore, the women of the Peking Man group 
supplied the day to day foods while the men brought 
home a welcome addition to the basic vegetarian diet. 
 
 
In an attempt to learn more about the original bones, 
which were lost in 1941 when a Japanese invasion 
was feared.  I wrote to Peking Union Medical 
College, China.  I received an answer from Cao 
Chenggang, Department of Anatomy at PUMC.  He 
states that the Peking Man fossils were lost.  The data 
gathered by F. Weidenrech  (German) gives excellent 
accounts of the body structure.  The 100th anniversary 
of Beijing University was celebrated by the issuance 
of a stamp on May 4, 1998 by the Peoples Republic 
of China (Scott 2867). 
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Fun with Research:  More on 
Peking Man           (Cont’d from page 9) 
 

 
Beijing University 

Scott #2867,   May 4, 1998 
 
What happened to the bones?  Harry L. Shapiro tells 
us that it is well known to paleontologists that 
Chinese drug stores were a likely place to look for 
petrified fossils as peasants brought “dragon bones 
from their fields for sale”.  For centuries petrified 
bones were used in Chinese pharmacopoeia for their 
medicinal properties.  Perhaps that was the fate of the 
bones of Peking Man. 
 
According to Harry L. Shapiro in “Peking Man” 
(1975); “The Chinese believe that ‘Asians evolved in 
Asia not in Africa’.”  However, three reports support 
the “Out of Africa” migration theory: 
 

1- May 12, 2000 The Washington Post “Out of 
Africa” by Guy Gugliotta states “Two fossil 
skulls from a 1.7 million year old 
Homoergaster, unearthed at Damanisi, in the 
Black Sea Republic of Georgia, probably 
represent the first human ancestors to journey 
out of Africa.” 

 
2- May 14, 2001 The Washington Post “Science 

Notebook” states that “DNA markers on 
male chromosomes of East Asian males 
(12,000 from 163 population groups) could 
be traced to African ancestors who lived 
between 89,000 and 35,000 years ago.” 

 
3- March 21, 2002 The Washington Post “Our 

Single Species Ancestor?” by Guy Gugliotta 
reports that “a million year old   
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skull fragment found in the desert of 
Northeastern Ethiopia that scientists say offers 
new evidence that a single species of human 
ancestor (Ergaster is an early form of Homo-
erectus) spread across the continents of Africa, 
Europe and Asia long before modern humans 
(Homo-sapiens) made their appearance. 
 

 
Concerning human evolution, an April 18, 2002 
Washington Post article by Guy Gugliotta “Suddenly 
Humans Age Three Million Years”, states “molecular 
biologists using DNA sequencing suggest that the 
origin of primates maybe backdated from 65 million 
to 85 million years ago, before dinosaurs went 
extinct.  This revision of the evolutionary tree of 
primates diverged from chimps about 8 million years 
rather than 5 million years ago.”  Giving humans 3 
million years more to evolve from early genus Homo 
to modern man (Homo-sapiens). 
 

 
North Korea, 1980 

 
“Human evolution may be over”, according to 
biologist Steve Jones of the University College of 
London; thus begins an article in “The Week” 
February 15 2002.  “Modern civilization has thwarted 
Darwinian selection.  People who were weak, 
susceptible to disease or just stupid used to die in 
childhood or get eaten by predators. Half the children 
born used to die before adolescence.  Today, shielded 
by medicine and social welfare, 98% of children live 
on well past reproductive age and pass on their genes.  
Things have simply stopped getting better or worse 
for our species.” 
 
Critics insist that evolution will persist, driven by 
such traits as sexual attractiveness and intellectual 
fitness.    The   biologist   Christopher  Wills  of   the  
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Fun with Research:  More on 
Peking Man         (Cont’d from page 10 ) 
 
 
University of California states “There is a premium 
on sharpness of mind and the ability to accumulate 
money.  Such people tend to have more children and 
have a better chance of survival.” 
 
 
The Peking Man Site is located on Dragon Bone Hill 
in Zhoukoudian, 50 km southwest of Beijing.  On 
December 2, 1929 the most important discovery of 
all was made.   In a branching cave where a fissure 
crosses the main cave in which Wenzhong Pei found 
the first and almost complete skull cap of Peking 
Man in the red sandy clay which is equivalent to the 
10th layer in the main section.  
 

 
China  August 2, 1991  Scott # 2346 

 
In the 1930s another discovery was made in a cave 
on the top of the hill.  Skulls and other fossils of 
ancient man, named Upper Cave Man by scientists, 
were found there.   
 
 

 
Indonesia #1396 August 31, 1989 
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In the excavation of 1959, another relatively 
complete mandible, attributable to an aged female, 
was found in layer 10. 
 
Layer 10, the lowest layer bearing Peking Man 
fossils, is dated about 500,000 years ago, while Layer 
3, the upmost layer bearing Peking Man fossil, is 
dated from 230,000 to 250,000 years ago. Thus, 
Peking Man had lived in the cave for about 260,000 
years. 
 
Peking Man was a cave dweller, toolmaker, fire user, 
gatherer, and hunter. In view of fossil records and 
cultural remains, he was superb in his capability of 
adapting himself to environment with his adaption of 
physiological structure and technical ability. 
 
 
Peking Man Skull: 

 
Above Illustration is a reconstruction done by Franz 
Weidenreich, based on bones from at least 4 different 
individuals.  A complete skull has never been found.  
All skeletons/skulls are composites. 
 
I would like to dedicate this article to the late Mr. C Y 
Chan, who introduced me to the stamps issued by the 
Asian Nations to celebrate Chinese New Year and to the 
ancient civilization of China, opening the door onto an 
entirely new world and perspective on history.     

Eileen Meier, Author 
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Archaeology Today 
 

Rescuing Angkor  -  An Update from today’s 
News 
An unprecedented effort to reclaim the ancient 
temples from the Cambodian jungle is racing against 
a tourist onslaught. 
There is nothing quite like Angkor in northwest 
Cambodia. Within the 155-square-mile Angkor 
district is Angkor Wat, the most awe inspiring and 
best known of the 44 temples built between the 9th 
and 14th centuries. The temples are adorned with 
spectacular giant carved heads and elegant bas-
reliefs. Angkor Wat, the world's largest religious 
structure, is surrounded by a moat filled with lilies 
and topped by five pineapple-shaped sandstone 
towers with walls covered with carved figures 
representing Hindu myths. Angkor was a metropolis 
of a million or so people, the capital of Khmer 
kingdom, which flourished for 500 years, peaking in 
the 12th century. 
To Westerners accustomed to romantic images of the 
ancient religious ruins, the gargantuan roots entwined 
with the sculptures and doorways may have a 
picturesque quality, but the trees are a nightmare to 
the conservationists working to preserve and restore 
the 100 or so structures in and around Angkor. Roots 
split walls and crush intricate carvings. The World 
Monuments Fund, a New York City-based 
conservation group, has been helping to restore 
Angkor's temples since 1989. The region was 
neglected during the genocide of 1975-1978 when the 
Khmer Rouge, a radical communist military force 
that gained power in the late 1960s, killed some two 
million Cambodians—nearly a quarter of the 
population. But today, after three decades of relative 
stability, Angkor is the fastest-growing tourist 
destination in Southeast Asia. The fund, along with 
UNESCO and a committee of representatives drawn 
from 30 nations are helping the Cambodian 
government run the restoration project. 
Despite the very real dangers to Angkor's treasures 
posed by aggressive commercial development and 
the swelling tide of visitors, it is hard to image the 
place losing its magic. In fact, this spectacle of  

 
India helps Cambodia restore Ta Prohm Temple  
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) will help 
Cambodia to restore its ancient Ta Prohm Temple. 
The 10-year restoration project will be carried out in 
six periods at an estimated cost of 5 million USD. 
The restoration project has been given to the ASI 
immediately after the Cambodian Royal Government 
asked India for assistance under an agreement signed 
between the two countries during India's Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s visit to Phnom Penh 
in 2002.  
The project is intended to not only restore the 
temple’s original design but also to conserve ancient 
trees and the surrounding environment.  
The India-Cambodia cooperation in archaeology is a 
potential that helps boost bilateral traditional 
friendship. 
[Source: Vietnam News Agency, 10 February 2004] 
[Gepost door Gien, 12:14:52, 11-02-04 ] [Cat.: Asia] 
 
 
 
Power of Fire Harnessed for Ancient Thera’s 
Daily Needs 
For eons, fire has been a source of fascination for all 
cultures. During the Bronze Age, the inhabitants of 
the island of Thera (Santorini) had not only harnessed 
its power, but used it to solve many of their daily 
needs, according to Professor Christos Doumas, who 
addressed a gathering of the Archaeological Society 
this week on the way fire was used on the island at 
that time.   
This was a society that had reached the peak of its 
development, culturally and economically, shortly 
before being buried beneath tons of lava.  Doumas 
explained the uses of fire in the home, in the 
preparation of food, in the economy and in 
ceremonial acts. Several findings recently brought to 
light during the excavation of the foundations for the 
new roof at the site have provided new information 
on the details of daily life in Akrotiri, chiefly during 
the Early and Middle Bronze Age.  
[Kathimerini, 7 February 2004] [Gepost door Gien, 11:44:15, 10-
02-04 ] [Cat.: Greeks] 

human wonder and blind persistence, the struggle 
between the stately monuments and the hungry trees, 
only adds to Angkor’s grandeur and enduring 
fascination.  [Smithsonian Magazine   Feb 2004] 
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Letters to the Editor 
 
Dear Caroline, 
 
I just wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed the 
latest issue of the Old World Archaeologist.  All of 
the articles were great. 
 
I had a comment about the news article on the lost 
city of Atlantis being found on page 15.  As far as I 
am concerned, Atlantis was the present-day Greek 
island of Santorini.  Back in the Bronze Age, 
Santorini was a pancake-shaped island known as 
Thera.  Thera was a flourishing Minoan colony, 
closely linked to the Minoan civilization on Crete.  
Around 1620 B.C, a catastrophic volcanic explosion 
on Thera destroyed all but a thin rim of the once 
round island (modern Santorini.)  The rest of the 
island sank.  Terrible earthquakes, sunamis, and 
ashfall accompanied the event, wracking havoc 
across the Aegean.  Many believe the disaster 
greatly weakened or distroyed the Minoan 
civilization on Crete. 
 
Again, congratulations on a wonderful issue of "Old 
World Archaeologist." 
 
Barbara M. Soper 
===================================== 
Hi Caroline, 
 
Congratulations on taking over the editorship of the 
Journal of the Old World Archaeological Study 
Unit. I like the format very much. I have just taken 
over the editorship of Scalpel & Tongs, the journal 
of the Medical Subjects Unit and am also 
introducing some formatting changes that I hope the 
members of our unit will enjoy.  For the past year, I 
have added some color pages from my home printer 
and will now add some color throughout the 
journal. 
 
The real reason for this belated email is the 
President's Message in the October 2003 issue of 
the journal. As one who also collects Meso-
American Archeology, I would certainly be in favor 
of including those subjects in our journal. When the 
Medical Subjects Unit was first started, there used 
to be a Red Cross Study Unit which eventually 
became part of our Unit to everyone's benefit. 
 
Regards, 
Fred Skvara 
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Club News and Updates 
Election results are in but I still don’t have the 
numbers yet.  Officers are as posted on page 2.  The 
officers welcome Hugh Johnston to the Board of 
Directors.   
 
I am pleased to announce that we have gained 4 
new members in the past month.  Three found us 
through the website and one joined to receive the 
journal.   
 
 
The Fourth Crusade  
Exactly 800 years ago an armada descended on 
the wealthiest city in Europe, burned it, sacked 
it and carried men and women off to slavery. The 
city was Constantinople, capital of the Eastern 
Roman Empire. The armada was not Muslim but 
Christian, consisting of Frenchmen, Flemish and 
Venetians, and carrying the pope's blessing. The 
siege of 1204 marked the beginning of the end of 
Byzantium and Greek hegemony in the eastern 
Mediterranean. It weakened and impoverished 
Southeast Europe until our day. It is the siege for 
which Pope John Paul II apologized on his visit to 
Athens three years ago, for the crusaders were 
never meant to attack a Christian city, but retake 
Jerusalem from the Arabs. In an attempt to explain 
what went wrong with the Fourth Crusade, the 
Athens News publishes two views by two 
historians. Judith Herrin of King's College, London, 
offers the Greek point of view; Jonathan Riley-
Smith of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, argues 
from the Latin point of view. Riley-Smith is the 
keynote speaker this week at a conference 
organized by Angeliki Laiou of Athens University 
under the auspices of the Athens Academy. The 
Fourth Crusade and its Consequences is to discuss 
military, political and artistic aspects of 1204.     
[Athens News, 5 March 2004] [Gepost door Gien, 12:04:51, 
10-03-04 ] [Cat.: Middle East] 
 
 
Oldest Harappan Signboard at Kutch 
Township  
Meticulous planning and architectural brilliance in 
the layout of the city are the established and striking 
features of the Harappan civilization. 
Recent excavations at the small township of 
Dholavira, in Kutch, Gujarat (India), have presented 
to the world some of the oldest stadiums and sign 
board.  One of the stadiums is huge. The 
multipurpose structure, with terraced seats for  

Continued on page 14 
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Oldest Harappan Signboard 
spectators, around 800 feet in length (around 283 
metres) can accommodate as many as 10,000 
persons. The other stadium is much smaller in size. 
"It is believed that the bigger stadium was used for 
a variety of purposes, maybe for makeshift bazaars. 
This would be similar to exhibition grounds coming 
up these days," said former joint director general of 
ArcheologicalSurveyof India,Dr R S Bisht who was 
delivering a special lecture on "Dholavira revisited' 
at Punjab University on Wednesday. [Times of India, 
19 February 2004] [Gepost door Gien, 11:20:11, 20-02-04 ] 
[Cat.: Asia 
 
Reopening of Iraq's National Museum in a 
Year  
Iraqi culture minister Mufid al-Jazairi says Iraqis 
should first have a chance to view the archeological 
treasures held by a reopened National Museum 
before they are sent abroad.  "The reopening of the 
museum will take place within a year to show Iraqis 
the treasures of Nimrod, which the people have 
never seen because Saddam Hussein hid them," 
Jazairi said. The treasures of the ancient city of 
Nimrod are among the world's finest collections. 
After their discovery at the end of the 1980s the 
treasures, an exceptional collection of 650 Assyrian 
jewels dating back to the 8th and 9th century BC, 
were hidden in a central bank vault for protection.  
It was a move that saved them from being stolen 
after looters went on the rampage in the days after 
Saddam was removed by US-led forces on April 9 
last year. 
 [Middle East Online, 25 March 2004] [Gepost door 
Gien, 10:06:24, 26-03-04 ] [Cat.: Middle East]  
 
Acropolis to Keep its Braces  
The most famous building on the Acropolis will 
still be partially obscured by scaffolding during the 
August Olympics, while half of another important 
temple on Greece’s top tourist attraction will be 
missing, officials admitted yesterday.  
During a visit yesterday to the ancient citadel, 
where a massive and painstaking conservation 
project is under way on the Parthenon, the Temple 
of Athena Nike and the Propylaea, Deputy Culture 
Minister Petros Tatoulis was given an outline of the 
time schedules involved. 
The previous government had pressed 
archaeologists and conservators to try to have the 
archaeological site free of metal scaffolding for the 
benefit of the wave of tourists expected in town 
during the Games 
[Kathimerini, 24 March 2004]  
[Gepost door Gien, 11:01:54, 25-03-04 ] [Cat.: Greeks]  
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Another Battle Over Zeugma’s Heritage  
The ancient city of Zeugma located on bank of the 
biblical Tigris River is once more making news but 
this time it is not over the dam lake that inundated 
most of the city but efforts to move many of its 
famous mosaics. 
Once a Roman frontier garrison town, Zeugma has 
acclaimed as having the best surviving examples of 
ancient mosaic work in the world. Once trodden on 
by Roman warriors, now the peerless mosaics are at 
the centre of a legal battle between authorities and 
those who seek to preserve what is left of the city’s 
heritage.  
A court case was has been opened against the 
Italian restoration expert Roberto Nardi and his 
team; Hamza Güllüce, the manager of the 
Gaziantep Museum where the artefacts were 
displayed; and the Gaziantep local tourism 
authority. The reason of the court case is the plan 
by the Turkish Tourism Ministry to put what have 
been rated as some of world’s best ancient mosaics 
on display in Istanbul during the visit of the heads 
of NATO member states scheduled for June. [More] 
[MSN/NBC, 26 March 2004]  [Gepost door Gien, 
14:57:41, 27-03-04 ] [Cat.: Middle East]  
 

Site Awards 
We wish to thank the administrators and 
reviewers who are kind enough to not only 
offer web site awards but to invest their time 
and effort in reviewing sites. 
 
Stamp Issue Website  

03/24/04 
Editor's Choice 

 
Stamp Site of the Week 

01/01/04 
Dear Sir(s); 
Your site (Old World Archaeological Study Unit) h         
STAMP SITE OF THE WEEK (http://stamps.site-o      
29 to 2004-01-04).  
Best Regards, 
Eduardo A. Miranda 

Stamp Site of the Week 
 
 

 
The Old World Archaeologist 

 
 

http://archeonet.nl/?memberid=2
http://archeonet.nl/engels.php?catid=22
http://archeonet.nl/?memberid=2
http://archeonet.nl/engels.php?catid=26
http://archeonet.nl/?memberid=2
http://archeonet.nl/engels.php?catid=34
http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/news/263294.asp?cp1=1
http://archeonet.nl/?memberid=2
http://archeonet.nl/engels.php?catid=26
http://www.stamp-issue.com/�
http://stamps.site-of-week.com/�


 


	The Old World Archaeologist
	Journal of the Old World Archaeological Study Unit
	Monuments of Angkor
	Old World Archaeologist

	Old WorldArchaeological
	Study Unit
	President
	Immediate Past President
	Board of Directors
	Website:  www.owasu.org
	From the Editor
	Caroline




	President’s Message:
	Angkor:  European Discovery
	Letters to the Editor
	Club News and Updates



