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The Mysterious Indus Valley Civilization 
by Alexander R. Borges 
 
The Indus Valley, or Harappan, Civilization flourished during the Bronze Age from 
about 2,500BC to 1,500BC, building man’s first planned cities along the Indus River 
and some of its tributaries in what is now Pakistan and parts of western India (Fig 1).  
Despite several excavations and intensive studies since its discovery in the 1920s, 
many mysteries remain.  No temples or royal tombs filled with treasures have been 
found and their script has not yet been deciphered.  Thus, we do not know what form 
of government they had, who their rulers were, what their religious beliefs were, why 
they were successful in creating well planned cities with advanced sanitation systems, 
and what caused their decline and eventual disappearance. 
 
Of the many settlements built by the people of the Indus Valley Civilization, the best 
explored are the cities of Harappa, Mohanjo Daro and Lothal (Fig 2).  These are of 
course modern names given to those cities.  Harappa was named after a modern 
village nearby.  Mohenjo Daro means “mound of the dead” in the Sindhi language.  
Lothal has the same meaning in the Gujarati language.  Harappa was the first to be 
discovered, but only after most of the ancient structures had been destroyed by the 
removal of bricks for modern construction.   
 

 
Fig. 1, The Indus River 
System, Pakistan Scott 
573 issued Aug. 14, 1982      

 
Fig 2, The Indus Valley Civilization 
Red Line:  Approx. limits of civilization 
H = Harappa  M = Mohenjo Daro L = Lothal 
Pakistan Scott #573,  issued  
 

The Mohenjo Daro site, discovered in 1922, has provided much 
more information on the principles of town planning and 
sanitation, and on the construction methods and materials used by 
the builders of the Indus Valley Civilization.  Designated by 
UNESCO a World Heritage Site in 1980, Mohenjo Daro has been 
the subject of several stamps issued by Pakistan and other 
countries.  It has also been depicted on the reverse of some 
Pakistani bank notes.  Lothal, located at the south-eastern end of 
the civilization in what is now the state of Gujarat in India, was 
discovered in 1954 and subsequently excavated.  The town, much 
smaller than Harappa or Mohenjo Daro, was an important sea port 
with a dock, a wharf, and a warehouse for maritime trade. 
 
While many aspects of the Indus Valley Civilization remain a 
mystery, it is quite certain that they practiced agriculture, growing 
cotton and wheat, raised animals, used animals to pull carts, had 
boats for transportation by water, had artisans working with 
metals, clays and stones, traded with far-away places, and had an 
efficient government, enabling them to build planned cities with 
the same basic layout in different parts of the realm.   They  had an 
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From the Editor: 
 
Happy New Year!  Another year has ended and a new year 
begun.  And a new round of Christmas bills!  Since nobody 
knows what to buy me I got myself some covers for one of 
my collections and stamps for another.   
 
The USPS came out with a limited edition APC (Automatic 
Postal Center) stamp.  I gave a sheet of each to my philatelic 
friends.  The USPS utilized the design of a mailbox from an 
old 13c Christmas stamp. 
 
These days the corner mounting squares available in craft 
stores are as good as any on the philatelic market and I got 
myself 4 boxes of 250 each.  They’re also smaller than 
regular philatelic corners so I’ve always tried to use them for 
souvenir sheets and such, to avoid paying shipping I now 
use them for covers. 
 
Articles Wanted 
I had wanted to go to a regular 3 ounce size for the OWA in 
2013, however, I have run out of my stash of articles.  If 
anyone would like to contribute, articles are always 
welcome.  Even a title that has appeared in our pages before, 
but covering more in depth or an actual visit to a site are 
always welcome.  Anything from one page to 5 or 6 pages.  
Writers guidelines are available, but beggars cannot be 
choosers and some of the best items I’ve run in these pages 
have been hand written and not even typed, much less 
computerized and emailed.  One article was put together 
thru emails with links where to find the stamp illustrations 
on the web.  All worked except one, so a cut out from a 
catalogue was sent to me.   I’d like to add something on 
archaeology of the Americas in one or two issues per year, 
but since my area of interest is Egypt (now you know!), my 
knowledge of the Americas is very limited.  I need help 
here.  Anyone who collects this area – please send me some 
ideas for articles. 
 
Some years ago I had put together a one frame exhibit to 
publicize our group.  Since then several of the pages have 
appeared in this publication when I need a stuffer.  It was 
really an interesting exhibit!  The first time it was shown I 
had to wait to take it down until someone finished looking at 
it and reading all the pages.  Okay, so I did a bit of my own 
publicity on it.  I sent people to the exhibits area with 
“There’s an interesting exhibit on archaeology – it’s on gold 
pages – and there’s a sexy naked lady in it!  She’s mooning 
on a cover!”  Okay, it’s the Lady of Willendorff stamp 
issued by Austria.   
 
Happy New Year to All! 

Caroline 
  



The Mysterious Indus Valley Civilization 
by Alexander R. Borges                (cont’d. from pg 1) 
 
essentially pictographic script, consisting of some 250 symbols, most of them carved on soft soapstone (steatite) 
seals, usually together with the depiction of an animal.  A Pakistani stamp (Fig. 3) shows some of those symbols.  
The fact that many seals have been found in far away places together with goods exported from the Indus Valley 
Civilization makes it likely that the seals identified the maker or the trader of the goods. 
 

     
Fig 4, “Dancing Girl” and “King-Priest”,Pakistan Scott #423  
issued Aug. 31, 1976  -  Enlargement of “Dancing Girl” above right. 
 

Many terracotta figurines have been 
found, representing either a mother 
goddess or a female worshipper.  Also 
found were small objects that were 
probably toys for children, one of them a 
small cart pulled by oxen.  Two artifacts 
found during excavations at Mohenjo 
Daro in the 1920s are depicted on several 
stamps; a small bronze statuette, four and 
one half inches high, has been dubbed the

 “Dancing Girl”.  Recent examinations indicate that it was made by the lost wax method, a surprisingly early use of 
that method.  A nearly seven-inch high statuette of a bearded man carved from soft soapstone has been called the 
“Priest-King”.  It provided some insights into the physical appearance of the people of the Indus Valley 
Civilization, their dress and ornaments (Fig. 4). 
 
Harappa 

 
Fig. 5, Harappa Site (Author’s photo from 1970s) 

 
Fig. 4;  Pakistan  Indus Valley Script 
Publicizing the UNESCO effort 
Scott #407 issued May 31, 1976 
 
The Harappa site is located near a silted up bed of the 
Ravi River in northeastern Pakistan, southwest of the 
city of Lahore.  In 1857 bricks from the ancient site 
were used as ballast in the construction of the Lahore-
Multan railroad.  They were also used by the local 
people for their buildings.  Even after recognition of the 
age of the site in the 1920s, the removal of materials 
and the sale of artifacts as souvenirs continued.  When 
the author visited the site in the 1970s, there were no 
protective guards present and the site made a quite 
desolate impression (Fig. 5).  In 2005 construction of an 
amusement park at the site was started, but fortunately 
the project was soon abandoned. 
 
 

(cont’d. pg 4) 
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The Mysterious Indus Valley Civilization 
by Alexander R. Borges                (cont’d. from pg 3) 
 
Due to the brick robbery no street layout could be established, but a raised platform, called the “Citadel” was found.  
The platform is about 1,200 feet long, 600 feet wide, and up to 50 feet high above the modern level.  It was 
surrounded by a defensive wall built with sun-dried bricks and faced with fired bricks.  The plan of the buildings on 
the platform could not be established, but its size suggests that the city may have had some 25,000 inhabitants. 
 
North of the citadel rows of circular working platforms, probably for pounding grains, were found.  Next to them 
are traces of living quarters for the workmen and granaries, which had air ducts to keep the grain dry. 
 
Mohenjo Daro 

 
Fig. 6, Mohenjo Daro Excavations, Pakistan Scott #396-9, issued Feb. 29, 1976 
 
Mohenjo Daro, located on the Indus River about 400 miles south of Harappa, is the best preserved city of the Indus 
Valley Civilization.  It is the site which has provided most of out knowledge of the urban planning and building 
techniques of those ancient people.  A strip of five stamps from Pakistan (Fig. 6) gives a good overview of the site.  
A similar view is shown on the reverse side of a Pakistani bank note (Fig. 7).  

 
Fig. 7, Mohenjo Daro Site on Pakistani 10 Rupee Note from 1984 
 

The city may have had a 
population of some 
40,000 people.  It was 
laid out in a regular grid 
pattern of twelve 
blocks, each a rectangle 
about 1,200 feet long 
and 600 feet wide.  The 
main streets (Fig. 8) 
were wide and had 
drains for the discharge 
of waste water, covered 
with stones, with 
manholes for inspection 
and cleaning.  Some 
culverts were deep and 
were covered by corbel- 

led arches, a surprisingly early use of that method, which builds an inverted V-shaped arch.  Some 500 wells 
provided potable water, some of them for individual houses, others for communal use.  The city was many times 
destroyed, probably by floods, and then rebuilt on top of the old debris, making it necessary to add more brick 
lining to the well to bring it up to the new level.  When excavated, the wells therefore appear to be towers as seen in 
Fig. 6 and Fig. 9. 

(cont’d on pg 5) 
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The Mysterious Indus Valley Civilization 
by Alexander R. Borges                (cont’d. from pg 4) 
 

  
Fig. 8, Mohenjo Daro      Fig. 9, Excavated Well,  
Street, Pakistan Scott #344    Saudi Arabia Scott #761  
issued July 21,1973     issued Oct. 23, 1977 
 

Sun-dried bricks and kiln burned bricks were the 
principal const-ruction materials, but timber was used 
for the roofs.  Some parts of the city had houses shared 
by several families, while in other parts individual 
homes were found, with a backyard with a water well 
and often also a bath.  The houses had few openings 
towards the street, but opened up to a patio or 
backyard.  Narrow chute-like openings in the outer 
wall were provided for garbage disposal into bins 
placed in the street.  Waste water from the building 
was discharged into the covered drain in the street.  
Multi story houses had stairs located outside the 
building. 

On the west side of the site a raised platform, called the “Citadel” is located.  The 400 feet long and 200 feet wide 
platform is surrounded by a protective wall built from sun-dried brick and faced with fired bricks.  Access to the 
platform was by a long winding ramp.  The Citadel was the site of several public buildings, one of them a pool, 39 
by 23 feet large, and 8 feet deep, called the “Great Bath” (Fig. 10).  It was built from fired bricks and waterproofed 
with bitumen and may have been used in religious rituals.  The Great Bath was surrounded on three sides by small 
rooms, interpreted by some as dressing rooms, while others see then as similar to the cells for monks.  Next to the 
Great Bath is the “Great Granary” for the storage of grain, like the one at Harappa with air ducts for drying.  Two 
other buildings were located on the Citadel; one was a pillared hall, interpreted as an assembly hall, while the other 
building appears to have been used for some form of teaching. 
 
There are some indications, such as additional partition walls in 
dwellings, that the city became overcrowded in the period from 1,900 
to 1,500BC.  The city declined and eventually disappeared.  Among 
the possible causes are over population, climate changes, drying up of 
the rivers, excessive deforestation, and possibly conquest by the 
invading Aryans.  While the invasion theory has some time line 
problems, it was supported when female skeletons were found in the 
top layer near a water well, with broker bones and jars, indicating a 
violent death. 
 
After its discovery in 1922 several excavations were undertaken, 
exposing the ancient structures to the effect of floods and high 
groundwater levels and high salinity caused by decades of irrigation.   

 
Fig 10, Mohenjo Daro, The “Great Bath”, 
Pakistan Scott #313 issued Nov. 4, 1971 

With help from UNESCO and several countries beginning in the 1980s some measures were taken to protect the 
ruins, such as replacement of decaying bricks in the foundations of buildings and spurs to divert flooding from the 
Indua.  Unfortunately the decay of the ancient monuments is continuing.  The reduced number of foreign visitors to 
the site due to Pakistan’s security problems is also a negative factor because less tourism means less international 
interest in the site. 
 
Lothal 
The ruins of Lothal in the State of Gujarat in India were discovered in 1954 and partially excavated in the following 
years.  The city dates from about 2,400BC and survived Harappa and Mohenjo Daro by several centuries.  Located 
on an ancient course of the Sabramati River and the Arabian Sea, it was an important port for the maritime trade of 
the Indus Valley Civilization.  The town is smaller than the two cities in Pakistan, but the layout is essentially the 
same with a  lower residential area,  about  940 feet long and  750 feet wide,  and a raised “Citadel”  with an area of  
418 by 200 feet.   No  standing  brick  walls  have  survived  the  many  floods  and  storms  that  occurred  over  the  
 

(cont’d on pg 6) 
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The Mysterious Indus Valley Civilization 
by Alexander R. Borges                (cont’d. from pg 5) 
 
millennia, but the foundations of one large building have been identified as a bead factory where shells from the 
Arabian Sea were the raw material. 
 
An interesting discovery at Lothal is the dockyards and warehouse for the maritime trade of the civilization.  The 
dockyard allowed passage of vessels between the river and the ocean regardless of tides.  It was built from kiln 
dried bricks and had a wooden gate to close it off during low tides to maintain vessels floating inside, making it the 
oldest gated dock structure in the world.  A 720 feet long quay built from sun-dried bricks was connected through a 
ramp with a warehouse located on a 10.5 feet high platform. 
 
One theory why Lothal survived Harappa and Mohenjo Daro by several centuries is that the invading Aryans may 
have stopped their conquest before reach9ing the southern rim of the Indus Valley Civilization, and that Lothal may 
have finally succumbed to a flood or storm. 
 
Compared to the civilizations of ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley Civilization remains the most 
mysterious and least understood, but there is agreement that it was the firs6t to build well planned cities with a level 
of sanitation not equaled in many towns and cities of the modern world. 
 
The Tomb of Tutankhamun, Discovered in 1922 by Howard Carter 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
It took Carter 10 years to clean and catalogue the 32,000 items from 
the tomb.  Best known as King Tut, he came to the throne at 9 years 
of age.  A puppet king, his advisors and regent actually ran the 
country. Under his reign the city of Akhetaten was abandoned, court 
was moved back to Thebes, the experiment in monotheism was 
forgotten and the old gods returned.  Egypt was in desperate 
straights after 17 years of Akhenaten with food shortages, an empty 
treasury and enemies on the borders, especially north where the 
vassal kingdoms fell one by one to the Hittites.  Clearly something 
had gone wrong and the gods had abandoned Egypt. 
 
Some believe Aye actually reigned, taking over completely, without 
façade upon Tut’s death.  Horemheb, a soldier stationed in the north 
followed him, and elected one of his trusted soldiers to reign after 
him, Rameses I.  Rameses I got the job because he had an 
established family to carry on after him, thereby reestablishing a 
dynasty, and was followed by his son Seti I.  Seti’s tomb is the most 
beautiful ever discovered in the Valley of the Kings.  Seti’s son was 
the best known Pharaoh of the New Kingdom, Rameses II. 
 
 

 
   Fig. #1,  Egypt, Scott #1639  , Jan 2, 1997. 
   From back of Tutankhamun’s chair. 

     

The artifacts at left were found in 
Tutankhamun’s tomb;  Anubis 
Statue, Tut’s Canopic Jar, and a 
Statue of Tut were shown on 
Egypt’s Post Day issues for 
January 2nd 1967, and 1998, 
respectively Scott # 712-3, #1670. 
(Fig #2) 
 

(continued on page 7) 
Fig. #2, descriptions at right. 
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The Tomb of Tutankhamun, Discovered in 1922 by Howard Carter 
By Caroline Scannell                                                     (continued from page 6) 
 
Although the tomb was broken into in antiquity, Egyptian authorities categorized it as being intact.  The difference 
was the total contents of intact tombs went to the Egyptian government for their museum; but discoveries from 
tombs that were broken into were divided between the excavator and the Egyptian government.  That the tomb was 
declared intact meant Carter, and his sponsor Lord Carnarvon, would not receive anything from the tomb.   
 

       
Fig #3,  Egypt,  Scott #1001 & 1000 Issued Jan. 2, 2976 (left & center) and # 975 issued 1975  
(right) and the famous Gold Mask and #1580 issued January 2nd  1995. 
 

 “An astonishing sight 
its light revealed, for 
there, within yards of 
the doorway, stretch-
ing as far as one could 
see, and blocking the 
entrance to the 
chamber, stood what 
to all appearance was 
a solid wall of gold.” 
 

        Howard Carter  
        from his memoirs 

Though packed with treasures, to Carter something about the tomb and its contents did not make sense.  The space 
was too small for a Pharaoh’s tomb, the sarcophagi were cut down to fit, the Aten, a god discredited during 
Tutankhamun’s reign, appeared on many of the more than 30,000 items found, including his throne/chair shown on 
Egypt #1639 (Fig. #1).  Tut brought back the old gods, the polytheistic religion of millennia of Egyptian history. 
 

 
Fig. #4, The Marshall Islands honored the discovery of King Tut’s tomb as a highlight of the 20th Century, March 16, 
1998,  Scott # 654d. 

 
This article is almost totally illustrated with stamps pulled from my Post Day collection.  Many countries celebrate the 
anniversary of the founding of their post office.  Many of Egypt’s stamps were related to their Pharaonic history.  It is 
taken from a page of the exhibit I made to publicize the Old World Archaeology Study Unit. 
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New Digs 

       
Jersey Archaeology III – Dolmens Stamp Issue 
It is estimated that there are 75,000 dolmens worldwide and thirteen may currently be found on the island of Jersey. 
More yet may lie awaiting to be discovered and excavated. In 1785 a Neolithic dolmen, originally sited at Le Mont 
de la Ville, was gifted to a former Governor of Jersey and relocated to the grounds of a private house in Berkshire, 
England. It has since become a scheduled monument of the United Kingdom. La Hougue Bie, a 20.4 meters long 
Neolithic passage grave is one of the finest examples of a passage grave in Europe. Sunrise at the equinox sees the 
sun shines through the passage, main chamber and beyond the sanctuary until it reaches the very back of the terminal 
cell.  Mont Ubé Neolithic/Chalcolithic This passage grave was discovered in 1848 by workmen quarrying for stone. 
The passage leads into a bottle-shaped chamber that used to have four internal compartments. Finds recovered from 
the workmen’s spoil heaps include pots, a Jersey bowl, vase supports, flint and stone tools, stone axes, polished stone 
pendants and a grape cup which is unique to the Channel Islands. Burnt and unburnt remains were noted in the cists. 
Le Couperon Chalcolithic An eight meter long capstoned chamber surrounded by a ring of eighteen curb stones 
known as a “peristalith”, this gallery grave was originally covered by a long mound. When first excavated in 1868, 
the capstones had fallen into the chamber. These, and a porthole stone, were lifted and placed as capstones. In 1919, 
the Société Jersiaise removed the porthole stone and moved it to its current position at the eastern end of the 
chamber. It is thought that it may have originally been positioned further along the chamber, dividing the length into 
two unequal parts. 
   Ville-és-Nouaux Neolithic/Chalcolithic/Bronze Age/Iron Age A gallery grave and cist-in-circle originally covered 
by sand dunes was discovered by quarrymen in 1869 whilst digging for stone. The stone circle is 6 meters in 
diameter with a further five stones forming a capstoned cist in its center. The lower level of the long chamber was 
paved with sea pebbles. The upper level revealed nine beaker type pots, six Jersey bowls and an archer’s wrist guard. 
The site was later used as a Bronze Age cemetery and at least 14 urns containing cremated remains were unearthed. 
Les Monts Grantez Neolithic A fine example of a passage grave. It was discovered in 1839 and excavated by the 
Société Jersiaise in 1912. The main chamber contained the skeletons of six adults and one child, all lying on their 
sides in a crouched position together with limpet shells, colorful sea pebbles, bones and teeth of cow, horse, sheep, 
pig and deer. 
   Another skeleton was found in the seated position in the entrance passage and the scattered remains of another were 
found in the side chamber. La Pouquelaye de Faldouet Neolithic A five meter long passage leads to a large circular 
chamber beyond which is a large capstoned chamber. This long passage grave has been excavated by the Société 
Jersiaise on three occasions. Human bones from at least three adults and two children – one complete specimen found 
in the seated position – were found along with bowls and vase supports, a pigment cup, flint tools, stone axes and 
various other items. This dolmen is one of the two Jersey monuments aligned with the sunrise on the solar equinox. 
Source: WOPA   published November 18th, 2012 
 

 
Armenia, Artash, Historic Capital 

Artashat is one of the oldest cities of Armenia, and is the capital of Ararat 
Province.  The name of the city is derived from Iranian languages and means 
the "joy of Arta".  Founded by King Artashes I in 176BC, Artashat served as 
the capital of the Kingdom of Armenia from 185BC until 120AD, and was 
known as the "Vostan Hayots" or "court" or "seal of the Armenians." 
According to the accounts given by Greek historians Plutarch and Strabo, 
Artashat is said to have been chosen and developed on the advice of the 
Carthaginian general Hannibal.  It is said that Hannibal the Carthaginian, after 

Antiochus had been conquered by the Romans, left him and went to Artaxias the Armenian, to whom he gave many 
excellent suggestions and instructions. For instance, observing that a section of the country which had the greatest 
natural advantages and attractions was lying idle and neglected, he drew up a plan for a city there, and then brought 
Artaxias [Artashes] to the place and showed him its possibilities, and urged him to undertake the building. The king 
was delighted, and begged Hannibal to superintend the work himself, whereupon a very great and beautiful city arose 
there, which was named after the king, and proclaimed the capital of Armenia.  Modern-day Artashat which is 
located 5 km northwest of the location of ancient Artashat, has a population of 25,300. 
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Merle’s Musings 
As I have been cleaning off my desk after the holidays, and putting away some stamps and covers that are getting 
dusty, I have been reflecting that I am not able to purchase much new material for my various accumulations or 
collections. The last several stamp shows I have attended feature much mint U. S. material but little of the back of the 
book items that interest my friends and myself. 
 
I suspect that the slow economy has dealers reluctant to buy collections from those wanting to retire from stamps, 
and hoping to move existing inventory before replacing anything. I have heard horror stories from  
friends about trying to obtain more than 9% of catalog from Mystic and others who claim they are buying 
collections at high prices. 
 
Some recent show auctions have higher reserve prices than my prospective bids have been.  I noticed that after some 
of the auctions close, I have been invited to bid on unsold lots, but the reserve price is still in place.  
 
If you are becoming as frustrated as I am, please send a note telling of your experiences.  I don't think we can start a 
revolution, but maybe we can wake up a few dealers. 
 
Survey Results 
I find enough members of OWASU are also members of the ATA to not have to give that organization a complete 
membership list to send advertising to.  Ditto APS.  Many members are also members of both organizations.  The 
question “are you a member of . . . .” appears annually because OWASU is a chapter or study unit of both 
organizations.  As such we receive support from each group.  That is, you will occasionally find mention of OWASU 
in the American Philatelist, the publication of the American Philatelic Society (APS) and also in Topical Time, the 
publication of the American Topical Society.  I am also allowed to scour the ‘new members’ listing for possible 
collectors of Archaeology on stamps to add to my roster of readers.  If any members who are not members of these 
organizations would like further information about them; both have websites and should come up if you type the 
name of the organization in the search engine. 
 
Surprisingly, I received some votes as “most interesting” article a couple of items from the Archaeology Today 
section.  While I do try to find items that will be of interest to the membership, I also try to find something off the 
beaten track.  Truthfully, many times I find something in my email from a member directing me to something that 
may be of interest.  Often I will take a long article and try to find a cut down version on line or cut it down myself to 
fit in our limited space. 
 
Most Popular Articles 
Realizing that the most popular article in no way reflects the main interest of our readers; at least one of you out there 
collects stamps related to the 7-Wonders of the Ancient World.  The article published in the April edition was taken 
entirely from the one frame exhibit that goes around certain stamp shows.  I’d like to arrange with someone to travel 
around with it a bit more.  So far it’s been seen in Albany and Lancaster and it is really an interesting exhibit.  It 
would never meet any award level because it does not have enough different philatelic elements in it so it is always 
shown as ‘non-competitive’.  I mention this one because it received the most ‘favorite’ votes of anything published in 
2012.  For 11 people the 7-Wonders article was their favorite, but it only received 16 vote points overall.  Etruscans 
received only 9 favorite points but 19 votes overall.  Faras received 16 votes but only 8 for favorite.  Thus, this year’s 
roster is:  7-Wonders, Etruscans and Faras.  I seem to be falling behind with mentions of Egypt - - so why wasn’t 
Faras the most popular?  See what I mean by the most popular article in no way reflects the collecting interests of our 
members.  For those of you who are curious where everything else landed; 4th was White Elephant, 5th was Libya and 
least popular was Byblos.   
 
I have received requests for New World and Easter Island, hmmm.  Send me about half a dozen Scott number for 
stamps depicting Easter Island and we’re in business.  I am always in need of articles or recommendations for 
articles.  Archaeology is a very big subject, encompassing the story of civilization from the days of hominids to about 
1200 except for the Northern areas where, due to the cold weather, things took a bit longer.   
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New Digs 
 

 
Bulgaria 5/16/12 #4602   
 

Relief of a lioness with a cub. Stara Zagora, 9th – 12th c. from the Medieval 
historical museum. 
 
The city of Stara Zagora is one of the oldest cities in Europe with an eight 
thousand-year history.  Inhabited by Thracians, ancient Greeks, Romans, 
Ottomans and Bulgarians, this unique city bears the historical imprint of those 
past civilizations along with many of their historical treasures.   
From Marci Jarvis of Cats on Stamps Study Unit 

    
China – Silk Road Stamps and Souvenir Sheet, stamps were issued in mini-sheets of 8 shown below. 
 

 

China – Silk Road Mini-sheet of 8 (left) 
 
China continues to publicize their historical Silk Road which 
eventually brought Chinese products to the west, all the way 
to Europe.  These stamps and souvenir sheet were issued 
August 1, 2012 and have been assigned Scott #4027-30 for 
the stamps and Scott #4031 for the souvenir sheet of one 
stamp (above). 

 

   
Peoples Rep of China, Issued 
September 13, 2012 Bamboo Slips 
of the Qin Dynasty Setenant Pair.  
The Qin Dynasty was the first 
unified, multi-national and power-
centralized state in Chinese history. 
It lasted from 221BC to 206BC. 

 
Peoples Republic of China, Bronze Relics, issued Sept. 26, 2012. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Azerbaijan-Egypt, joint issue, released May 28, 2012 
 
 

 
Egypt-Azerbaijan Setenant Pair Issued May 28, 2012 
 
Egypt & Azerbaijan joint issue, released May 28, 2012.  
Azerbaijan issued the pair of stamps, each depicting an 
ancient site from their country to commemorate the 
20th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between 
Egypt and Azerbaijan.  The stamp honoring Egypt 
depicts the Sphinx and Pyramids, the stamp for 
Azerbaijan depicts  The Maiden Tower in Old Baku, 
which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, suilt in the 
11th-12th century. 

    

 
<<  Ethiopia, 
Monuments of 
Addis Ababa II, 
Lion of Judah, Ras 
Mehonen, Lion of 
Judah & Memelik 
II Monument, Issu-
ed July 5, 2012, 
Scott #1771-4. 

 
. 
Clovis (c. 466 – 511) was the first king of the Franks 
to unite all of the Frankish tribes under one ruler, 
changing the form of leadership from a group of 
royal chieftains to rule by a single king and ensuring 
that the kingship was passed down to his heirs. He 
was also the first Christian king to rule Gaul, known 
today as France.  Clovis was the son of Childeric I, a 
Merovingian king of the Salian Franks, and Basina, 
Queen of Thuringia. He succeeded his father in 481, 
at the age of fifteen.  He is considered the founder of 
the Merovingian dynasty, which ruled the Franks for 
the next two centuries.  

 
France - History Souvenir Sheet I King Clovis 

 

 
France UNESCO Official Stamp issued  
November 22, 2012,   

France allows international organizations 
headquartered in their country to issue stamps for use 
from their headquarters only.  UNESCO issued stamps 
for use from their Paris Headquarters.  One stamp 
depicts wildlife or nature, the other history.  In 2012 
they highlighted the plight of the African Elephant and 
Stonehenge. 
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New Digs 
 

 

 
The Battle of Rozgony or Battle of Rozhanovce was fought between King Charles I 
of Hungary and the family of Palatine Amade Aba on June 15, 1312, on the 
Rozgony (today Rozhanovce) field. Chronicon Pictum described it as the "most 
cruel battle since the Mongol invasion of Europe". Despite many casualties on the 
King's side, his decisive victory brought an end to the Aba family's rule over 
eastern Kingdom of Hungary, weakened King's major domestic opponent Máté 
Csák, and ultimately secured power for Charles I of Hungary. 

Hungary, Battle of Rozgony Issued June 15, 2012 
 

Israel, Tourism, issued Sept. 4, 2012, tabbed set above depict  
(l to r) Jaffa, Rosh Hanikra and Timna, below maxicards and bklet. 

   

 
. 
Jaffa was inhabited some 7,500 years BCE. 
Jaffa's natural harbor has been in use since 
the Bronze Age. 
Jaffa is mentioned in an Ancient Egyptian 
letter from 1440 BCE, glorifying its conquest 
by Pharaoh Thutmose III, whose general, 
Djehuty hid armed Egyptian warriors in large 
baskets and sent the baskets as a present to 
the Canaanite city's governor. 
 
The kibbutz was established on 6 January 
1949 by a gar'in of demobilised Palmach 
soldiers who moved there from Kibbutz 
Hanita, along with Zionist youth movement 
members and young Holocaust survivors. 
The kibbutz grows bananas and avocados, 
and raises turkeys.  The gleaming white cliffs 
of Rosh Hanikra and the beautiful stretch of 
beach below are a magnificent sight to 
behold. 
 
The Timna Valley is located in southern 
Israel in the southwestern Arabah, 
approximately 30 km (18.6 mi) north of the 
Gulf of Aqaba and the town of Eilat. The 
area is rich in copper ore, and has been 
actively mined by humans since the 6th 
millennium BCE. 

 

 

 
<< Lithuania, Year of Museums, issued May 12, 2012 
 
The souvenir sheet “2012, the Year of Museums” features the historically first 
museum in Lithuania, Baublys, founded by writer Dionizas Poška in Bijotai, 
Šilalė region, in 1812.  The first Lithuanian museum was established inside 
the carved oak trunk and named after the oak itself, Baublys, then about a 
thousand years old, called so for a roaring sound of the wind (“baubti”) in 
deep hollows of the trunk. The founder of the museum Poška linked the name 
Baublys with Bubilas, the ancient Lithuanians deity of honey.  
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New Digs 

 
Serbia, Museum Exhibits, issues 2012.  No further 
information is know about this issue. 
 
 

 
Solomon Islands, Maritime History, Sailing ships, Canoe, 
issued 2012, no further information known. 
 

 
Ukraine, Sudak Town, Issued  2012  
 

It is believed that the city was founded in 212AD by Alani 
settlers on the territory of the Bosporan Kingdom. Greek 
merchants from the Byzantine Empire founded Sogdia in the 
3rd century. In the 6th century, the Eastern Roman Emperor 
Justinian I ordered the construction of a fortress. The Khazars 
attacked in the 7th century, giving it the name Suğdaq. The 
Life of St. Stefan of Surozh describes the 8th century town as a 
dependency of the Byzantine Empire.  
Around the start of the 9th century, it was supposedly attacked 
by the Rus' chieftain, Bravlin.  It is thought that the Khazars 

retained the town from the early 800s until 1016, when the Byzantines finally defeated the Khazar warlord 
Georgeios Tsulo.  Afterwards, the town seems to have preserved some sort of autonomy within the Byzantine 
Empire.  From the 9th century until around the 12th century, there were important trade exchanges between the 
then Surozh and the Kievan Rus.  It became an important location for trading on the Silk Road in the 12th and 13th 
centuries, despite attacks by the Kypchaks in the 11th century and further damages inflicted by the Tatars (in 1223, 
but also in 1239). The Seljuk Anatolian Sultanate of Iconium army and fleet from Sinop held and fortified Sudak in 
1224.  The Venetians also came to Sudak at the beginning of the 13th century to take their share, naming the 
fortress Soldaia, before ceding it to Genoese control in 1365. 
 

Archaeology Today 
Neolithic Remains Discovered in Istanbul 
A team of Turkish archeologists has unearthed traces of a Neolithic settlement dating back over eight millennia in 
Pendik district in Istanbul (Turkey). The site was uncovered during the construction of a railway project in 
Istanbul's Marmaray. 
     The findings include ancient houses, skeletons, cemeteries and various tools such as spoons, needles and axes 
that indicate a history of 8,500-year-old settlement at the area. Most of the found skeletons were buried in a fetal 
position, where the arms are embracing the lower limbs. As thousands of mussel shells were discovered in the area, 
experts suggest that the residents of the ancient village must have consumed large amounts of clams. 
     The Culture and Tourism Provincial Manager Ahmet Emre Bilgili said that a new museum is needed to display 
the discoveries that date back to the Neolithic. 
Edited from PressTV (14 January 2013) 
 
Iron Age Temple Discovered Near Jerusalem 
Rare evidence of the religious practices and rituals in the early days of the Kingdom of Judah has recently been 
discovered at Tel Motza, to the west of Jerusalem (Israel). In excavations the Israel Antiquities Authority is 
currently conducting at the site, prior to work being carried out on the new Highway 1 by the National Roads 
Company, a ritual building and a cache of sacred vessels some 2,750 years old have been uncovered. 
     According to Anna Eirikh, Dr. Hamoudi Khalaily and Shua Kisilevitz, directors of the excavation on behalf of 
the Israel Antiquities Authority, "The ritual building at Tel Motza is an unusual and striking find. The uniqueness of  
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Archaeology Today 
Iron Age Temple Discovered Near Jerusalem          (cont’d from pg 15) 
the structure is even more remarkable because of the vicinity of the site's proximity to the capital city of Jerusalem, 
which acted as the Kingdom's main sacred center at the time." According to the archaeologists, "Among other 
finds, the site has yielded pottery figurines of men, one of them bearded, whose significance is still unknown." 
     Many finds have previously been uncovered at the site, from a variety of different periods. According to 
archaeologists Eirikh, Dr. Khalaily and Kisilevitz, the current excavation has revealed part of a large structure, from 
the early days of the monarchic period (Iron Age IIA). The walls of the structure are massive, and it includes a 
wide, east-facing entrance, conforming to the tradition of temple construction in the ancient Near East: the rays of 
the sun rising in the east would have illuminated the object placed inside the temple first, symbolizing the divine 
presence within. A square structure which was probably an altar was exposed in the temple courtyard, and the 
cache of sacred vessels was found near the structure. 
     The assemblage includes ritual pottery vessels, with fragments of chalices (bowls on a high base which were 
used in sacred rituals), decorated ritual pedestals, and a number of pottery figurines of two kinds: the first, small 
heads in human form with a flat headdress and curling hair; the second, figurines of animals - mainly of harnessed 
animals.  Ritual elements in the Kingdom of Judah are recorded in archaeological research, especially from the 
numerous finds of pottery figurines and other sacred objects found at many sites in Israel, and these are usually 
attributed to domestic rituals. However, the remains of ritual platforms and temples used for ritual ceremonies have 
only been found at a few sites of this period. 
Edited from Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs (26 December 2012), PhysOrg (28 December 2012) 
 
Trojan Pottery Holds Key to Great Bronze Age Collapse 
The end of the Bronze Age signals the gradual decline of Eastern Mediterranean trade networks, and major cities in 
the Levantine coast, Anatolia and the Aegean. The collapse of Hittite power in Anatolia is believed to be one of the 
triggers, however the nature of the transition remains controversial. 
   The Bronze Age city at Hisarlik in north-west Turkey - known as 'Troy' - was destroyed by conflict about 3200 
years ago and straddles this period of collapse.  The site has been studied for decades. The style of pottery made 
before the conflict was recognizably Trojan. Subsequent Early Iron Age remains include new building techniques, 
changes in settlement layout, and the addition of new styles of handmade ceramics more typical of the Balkan 
region.  This difference led archaeologists to believe that the local people had been forced out and replaced by 
external populations from the north, however "there is substantial evidence for cultural continuity," says Peter 
Grave, at the University of New England in Armidale, Australia. 
   When Grave and his colleagues examined the chemical profile of the pottery, the team realized that both pre and 
post-conflict ceramic artifacts contained clay from exactly the same local sources - suggesting enough people 
remained in the area to continue their own traditions, while copying Mycenaean-type and Proto-geometric wares. 
Grave says the post-conflict pottery is Balkan in style because the Trojans were keen to align themselves with the 
new power in the region. 
Edited from Past Horizons (20 December 2012) 
 
Pharaoh's Murder Riddle Solved After 3,000 Years  
An assassin slit the throat of Egypt's last great pharaoh at the climax of a bitter succession battle, scientists have 
discovered while investigating the 3,000-year-old royal murder.  
   Forensic technology suggests Ramses III, a king revered as a god, met his death at the hand of a killer, or killers, 
sent by his conniving wife and ambitious son. And a cadaver known as the "Screaming Mummy" could be that of 
the son himself, possibly forced to commit suicide after the plot, they added. 
   Computed tomography (CT) imaging of the mummy of Ramses III shows that the pharaoh's windpipe and major 
arteries were slashed, inflicting a wound 70 millimetres (2.75 inches) wide and reaching almost to the spine, the 
investigators said. The cut severed all the soft tissue on the front of the neck.  "I have almost no doubt about the fact 
that Ramses III was killed by this cut in his throat," palaeopathologist Albert Zink of the EURAC Institute for 
Mummies and the Iceman in Italy told AFP.  "The cut is so very deep and quite large, it really goes down almost 
down to the bone (spine) - it must have been a lethal injury."  
   Ramses III, who ruled from about 1188 to 1155 BC, is described in ancient documents as the "Great God" and a 
military leader who defended Egypt, then the richest prize in the Mediterranean, from repeated invasion.  He was 
about 65 when he died, but the cause of his death has never been clear.    

(cont’s on pg 15) 
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Archaeology Today 
Pharaoh's Murder Riddle Solved After 3,000 Years      (cont’d from pg 14) 
Sketchy evidence lies in the Judicial Papyrus of Turin, which recorded four trials held for alleged conspirators in 
the king's death, among them one of his junior wives, Tiy, and her son Prince Pentawere.  
   In a year-long appraisal of the mummy, Mr Zink and experts from Egypt, Italy and Germany found that the 
wound on Ramses III's neck had been hidden by mummified bandages.  "This was a big mystery that remained, 
what really happened to the king," he said. The study was published by the British Medical Journal (BMJ).  "We 
were very surprised and happy because we did not really expect to find something. Other people had inspected the 
mummy, at least from outside, and it was always described (as) 'there are no signs of any trauma or any injuries.'"  
   It is possible that Ramses's throat was cut after death, but this is highly unlikely as such a practice was never 
recorded as an ancient Egyptian embalming technique, the researchers said.  In addition, an amulet believed to 
contain magical healing powers was found in the cut.  "For me it is quite obvious that they inserted the amulet to let 
him heal for the after-life," said Mr Zink.  "For the ancient Egyptians it was very important to have an almost 
complete body for the after-life," and embalmers often replaced body parts with sticks and other materials, he said.  
   The authors of the study also examined the mummy of an unknown man between the ages of 18 and 20 found 
with Ramses III in the royal burial chamber.  They found genetic evidence that the corpse, known as the Screaming 
Mummy for its open mouth and contorted face, was related to Ramses and may very well have been Prince 
Pentawere.  "What was special with him, he was embalmed in a very strange way.... They did not remove the 
organs, did not remove the brain," said Mr Zink.  "He had a very strange, reddish colour and a very strange smell. 
And he was also covered with a goat skin and this is something that was considered as impure in ancient Egyptian 
times" - possibly a post-mortem punishment.  
   If it was Pentawere, it appears he may have been forced to hang himself, a punishment deemed at the time as 
sufficient to purge one's sins for the after-life, the researchers said.  History shows, though, that the plotters failed to 
derail the line of succession. Ramses was succeeded by his chosen heir, his son Amonhirkhopshef.  
Source: AFP; The Telegraph;  6:52AM GMT 18 Dec 2012 
 
Possible Prehistoric Site Uncovered in Northern Italy 
Near the village of Tezze di Arzignano in northern Italy, archaeologists have found a Roman settlement which 
appears to have been built on top of a prehistoric site.  Battista Carlotto, a farmer in Valbruna, had discovered what 
looked like ceramics, mosaic, and glass of the Roman Empire. According to the materials found, that settlement 
could have existed more than 400 years - from the 1st century BCE to the 3rd or 4th century CE. Manuscripts found 
in Vicenza's Bertoliana Library confirmed late 18th century accounts of extensive Roman remains in the vicinity. 
   When researchers under the guidance of George Crothers, an associate professor of anthropology in the UK 
College of Arts and Sciences, made a geophysical survey - creating a map of what is below the surface - the 
readings also revealed large circular features below the Roman site.  "The circular ones were a complete surprise - 
this was totally unexpected because first of all they were large," said archaeologist and art historian Paolo Visona, a 
native of northern Italy and adjunct associate professor of art history at the UK College of Fine Arts. "The radar 
told us those were much deeper than the structures with right angles, which had to be Roman."  Visona suggests the 
circular features could be from the Neolithic to the late Bronze Age. The team hopes to do more research at the site. 
Currently, the group is working with the University of Venice, analyzing some of the finds. 
Edited from ScienceDaily (11 December 2012) 
 
Early Settlers Migrated to Sicily During the Last Ice Age 
The analysis of human skeletal remains found in the Grotta d'Oriente Cave on the island of Favignana (Italy), show 
that modern humans first settled in Sicily from mainland Italy during the last Ice Age, and that, although they were 
island dwellers, consumed little seafood, subsisting mostly on terrestrial food sources. 
  The study, led by Marcello Mannino of the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, revealed results 
from a combination of tests and analyses using mitochondrial DNA data, AMS radiocarbon dating, and isotopic 
analysis on skeletal finds and associated remains of human skeletons, particularly that of skeletal specimen 'Oriente 
B', unearthed in the cave during archaeological campaigns in 1972 and 2005. 
  The analysis revealed the time when humans reached the islands of Favignana and Levanzo near western Sicily. 
These islands were connected to mainland Sicily until the first few  millennia  of  the Holocene Epoch, a geological  
epoch  which  began  around  12,000  radiocarbon  years  ago,  when seal levels were low as a  result of the  Glacial 
Maxima of the last Ice Age. 
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Archaeology Today 
Early Settlers Migrated to Sicily During the Last Ice Age      (cont’d from pg 15) 
  Said Mannino, "The definitive peopling of Sicily by modern humans only occurred at the peak of the last Ice Age, 
around 19,000 -26,500 years ago, when sea levels were low enough to expose a land bridge between the island and 
the Italian peninsula". Dating and morphological examination of the skeletal remains confirmed that the early 
settlers were modern humans. 
   The study results also showed that these settlers were not fishermen, despite their island environment. They 
subsisted on terrestrial animals rather than marine sources for meat. Moreover, according to their analysis, this 
hunter-gatherer lifestyle likely persisted even as sea levels rose during the time of their occupation of the island 
environment. The authors conclude that "the limited development of technologies for intensively exploiting marine 
resources was probably a consequence both of Mediterranean oligotrophy [a water constitution poor in plant 
nutrient minerals and organisms and rich in oxygen] and of the small effective population size of these increasingly 
isolated human groups, which made innovation less likely and prevented transmission of fitness-enhancing 
adaptations". 
Edited from Popular Archaeology (27 November 2012), ScienceDaily (28 November 2012) 
 
Findings From the Neolithic on a Valley in Anatolia 
Recent archaeological work in the Levent Valley in the eastern province of Malatya’s Akçadağ district has revealed 
traces of life from the Neolithic Age.  Levent İskenderoğlu, chairman of Malatya’s branch of the Conservation 
Implementation and Control Branch (KUDEB), said the 28-kilometer-long Levent Valley was a very attractive 
place thanks to its geological formations.  The valley is home to thousands of large and small caves carved by the 
human hand, he said. “One can see the traces of life in these caves with the naked eye.” 
   KUDEB has recently completed inventory work in the valley, İskenderoğlu said. "The work, carried out by 
scientists - KUDEB's technical staff including art historians and archaeologists - has revealed that life existed there 
until the Paleolithic age. We have seen traces of life from the Neolithic period in the valley caves.  There are also 
traces of the Hittite, Roman, Seljuk and Ottoman periods. Life is still continuing in villages. We can say that life 
has been continuing in the Levent Valley, which is a natural wonder, for 10,000 years. People have chosen this area 
to life in every age.” 
    İskenderoğlu said that within the scope of the work, they had discovered the existence of 26 areas that have 
geological importance, adding that there were nearly 20 villages in the valley including Levent, Kozalak, Bağ and 
Sarıhacı. 
  Kozalak village headman Hüseyin Ünal said the former name of their village was Hartut and added that living in 
the valley was fantastic. “The air is clean, the water is clear, the soil is fertile in this valley. It gives happiness to 
people living there.” 
  Hüseyin Ünal said the Çerkeztepe tumulus, which is located in the spot where the Bağ and Sakalıuzun villages 
merge in the valley, had been declared a protected site by the Culture and Tourism Ministry, adding that there were 
5,000-year-old structures between Yalınkaya and Kozalak. 
Edited from Hurriyet Daily News (19 November 2012) 
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From the Web Site: 

 
Have you visited out website recently?   
A membership application is available for printing, so is a flyer 
advertising our club.  They print easily for those of you attending 
stamp shows around the country to leave at the literature table.   
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