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The Temples of Abu Simbel were first discovered by Swiss traveller and 
adventurer Johan Ludwig Burkhardt in 1813 buried in sand.  In 1914 Egypt issued 
it’s first stamp depicting Rameses’ Temple.  Under U.N. auspices Swedish 
engineers moved Abu Simbel along with the mountain that contained them 
numbering each stone, 1963-8.  The first stamp depicting Abu Simbel was issued 
about 100 years later, in 1914, Scott #58 at left. 

Scott #58, 1914 
 

 
Egypt 1966. Air Post. Temples at Abu Simbel. 
This is the only stamp issued showing their position 
 

Incasing them in glass beneath the waters or erecting a large 
coffer dam to surround them seems today to be the stuff of 
science fiction.  But these ideas, and others equally 
incredulous, received serious consideration at the time. 
 
The UNESCO effort, the first of it’s kind, took 20 years.  
Though the campaign took place during the 1960s, surprisingly 
Abu Simbel and the Nubian Monuments – including the island 
of Philae, were only added to the UNESCO list of World 
Heritage Sites in 1979.   

 
From corner block issued by Egypt Dec 22, 1959, Scott #493. 
 
 

The largest and most important monument involved 
was the dual temple complex of Abu Simbel.  The 
United States gave 1/3rd of the funds to save Abu 
Simbel.  Originally more was promised but when 
Gamal Abdul Nasser, then President of Egypt, 
brought in the Soviet Union to build the Sudd el Ali 
(the Aswan High Dam), the United States of John F. 
Kennedy reneged on it’s original promise.  The plan 
finally agreed upon was to saw the entire mountain 
into sections, number them and move them 200 
meters away, where they were re-assembled giant 
jigsaw puzzle style.  
 

(continued on page 3)
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From the Editor: 
I hope everyone got what they wanted for Christmas, 
especially stamps and hobby stuff.  I found something very 
interesting in a bookseller’s remainders listing;  “The World 
Heritage Sites of UNESCO  -- Ancient Civilizations”.  It’s one 
of those coffee table books by White Star Publishers, an 
import from Italy.  I bought it as a belated birthday gift for 
myself so you’ll be seeing some shorts on UNESCO Sites.   
 
Since I don’t have enough space to write this at the end of the 
article on Abu Simbel, thanks to member Phil Nordstrom, his 
list of the stamps issued to save the Nubian monuments found 
it’s way to me via (the late)  Miss Pharoa Athena, from the 
ATA.  The list of these stamps is available from the American 
Topical Association to their members at a nominal cost.  My 
list is rather inaccessible right now . . . and has been the last 10 
years at least.  I put a bookcase against the file cabinet I have 
the list in and cannot open the file drawers!  Smart, right?  So 
thanks Phil for saving me some hours at the library. 
 
As winter approaches, I have enough supplies right now that I 
don’t have to worry about snow getting the January and April 
issues out.  Paper, envelopes, labels, ink. (As long as the two 
printers hang in there.) Stamps?  You know, I probably DO 
have enough stamps!  But I like to use the newest 
commemoratives on the mailings.  That’s the only was they’ll 
get used!  I can probably save money by buying the postage 
over the internet from the USPS, then I would need the type of 
paper necessary to print the stickers or lots of glue – nah!  I’ll 
keep using commemoratives.  No telling what you’ll get 
though.  I try to do as many first days as possible.   
 
Which reminds me, now for the bad news; the postal clerk I 
used to turn my mail over to and he would send it out with 
special cancels whenever possible retired!  I told him he will 
have to go in one day every 3 months to take care of my 
mailings!   If you’ve ever gotten one of those 9x12s with 3 
different cancels on it that was because Mike decided to have 
some ‘fun’ with it.  I would run into GPO on my way to work 
in the mornings and drop off a box of journals to go out, 
nicely franked with correct postage (most of the time), at the 
Postal Store and say “here’s something to do on your lunch 
hour!”  He’d mumble something about his BOSS didn’t give 
him stuff to do on his lunch hour.  Now he has nothing to do 
but run around to stamp shows and write some articles for 
OWA (I hope!).  My stock of articles is completely depleted. 
 
Come to think of it, I can use an Assistant Editor, someone to 
do the New Digs.  They drive me crazy!  Every 2 weeks I have 
2 or 3 new listings to check out.  Sometimes 2 of them have 
the same stamp/s but not often.  So I really have to go through 
each one item by item.   You mean people did these things 
before email and computers???? 

Caroline 
 



 
The Temples of Abu Simbel 
By Pharoa Athena   (edited by Caroline Scannell) 
 
Actual cutting began Aug 12th1965 and reconstruction ended September 1968.  All the money collected from the 
sale of first day covers went toward the project.  The stamps and covers aren’t worth a lot of money, you can still 
buy them today from any dealers’ $1.00 box.  They are difficult to find used on cover from the period. 
 

  
Tickets to the Egyptian Pavilion at the NY World’s Fair in 1963-4. 

Label at left for Tutankhamun Section with money going to Abu Simbel, depicted on ticket. 
 

 

Visa at left was issued by United Arab Republic 
(Egyptian) Consulate in NYC in 1965, collecting 
$2.00 tourist tax to preserve Abu Simbel. 
 

 
Label sold for 1 Piastre in 1966  

to raise money for the UNESCO effort. 
 
Egypt issued stamps to pay a “Tourist Tax” 
(US$2.00) which went toward saving Abu Simbel.  
The “TT” is still there, paying for upkeep.  There are 
4 different kinds that I know of and have examples. 

 

 
Algeria June 28, 1964, Scott #317  
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Rameses is named; “Sun of the Rulers”, “Beloved of Amun” and 
“Ruler of the Two Lands” (upper and lower Egypt).  He reigned for 
67 years, plenty of years to build edifices to his honor. His mummy, 
displayed in Egypt’s National Museum in Cairo, has been studied 
extensively.  He followed the prevalent beliefs of his time; that he 
was a God and the pantheon of Gods worshipped by Egypt had 
decreed it so.  A popular design is Rameses defeating the Hittites at 
Kadesh, left.  This scene is reproduced on many temple walls and 
many of the stamps issued. 

(cont’d on page 4) 
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The Temples of Abu Simbel 
By Pharoa Athena   (edited by Caroline Scannell) 

(cont’d from pg 3) 

   
France, Sept 4, 1976, Scott #1467           Egypt 1964, Scott #653  

 
 
He vanquished the mighty Hittite army, 
conquered the Lybians and an unknown 
Asiatic race, all of whom then paid tribute 
to Egypt.  He conquered the Nubians to 
the south, collecting gold tribute and 
building his southernmost temple, Abu 
Simbel.  This is what is written on the 
walls of the Great Temple.  Rameses was 
the first monarch to make a peace treaty 
(with the Hittites).  The battle has been 
found to have ended in a draw.  Rameses 
also invented and excelled in public 
relations. 

 
Stamps at right issued for Palestine on FDC cancelled 
Gaza, stamps of same design without the name 
Palestine on them but in different colors were issued by 
Egypt.  Scott numbers these stamps N98, N99, N100 to 
separate them from the regular issues of Egypt. 
 
Taking advantage of the political situation in the 
1960s, Pres. Nasser issued stamps for “Palestine” 
which were not valid for postage.   I have only seen 
them on first day covers canceled “Gaza”.    
 
Nasser promised the Gaza Strip to the Palestinians.  
After the Six Day War (1967) with Israel this was a 
moot point as Gaza then belonged to the Israelis. 
  

 

 
Rameses’ Temple was dedicated to himself as a God.  The stamp at left 
shows Rameses paying homage to Re-Horakhty, Amun-Re, Ptah and 
himself as a god.  Inside the Temple of Rameses, guilded by sunlight, 
stand 30’ high figures.  The crook and flail are symbols common to 
Pharaoh and the God Osiris, King of the Dead and husband to Isis. 

Gabon, March 9, 1964, Scott #CB3 

      
Nefertari’s Temple façade with cancel         Egypt  Oct 1, 1963.,  
Egypt Nov 14, 1960, Scott #515        Nefertari, Scott #590 
 

 
Nefertari & Ramses II  June 7, 1967, Scott #719 
 
Nefertari’s temple was dedicated to the 
Goddesses Isis and Hathor and contained a 
temple to them.  Though she was only one of 
Rameses’ wives, she was his favorite.  Her 
temple stands a little south of his and was the 
first one discovered by explorer J. L. Burkhardt.  

(cont’d on page 5) 
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The Temples of Abu Simbel 
By Pharoa Athena   (edited by Caroline Scannell)  (cont’d from pg 4) 
 
On April 16th 1966 the first block was dismounted and the great move began.  By the end of September they were 
dismantled and moved to higher ground.  The great temple of Rameses was cut into 807 blocks, the small temple of 
Nefertari was cut into 235 blocks.  By July 1966 the last block was moved.   
 
Some of the firms involved in the project were Hochteif of Essen (W. Germany), Vattenbyggnadsbyran (Sweden), 
Grande Travaux de Marseille (France), Impregilo of Milan (Italy), Skanska (Sweden) & Sentab (Sweden).  
Languages spoken were English, German, Italian, Swedish, French & Danish, along with Arabic. 
 

       
Scott 1657 Oct.25,1997      #577 Oct 31,1962       Scott #1697m Jan 2, 1997 

 
 
Many proposals were made how to 
save these temples, but none would 
be as effective as moving the entire 
structures, including the mountains 
they were cut into, to higher 
ground.  This proposal was put 
forward by Piero Gozzolo, 
professor of engineering at the 
University of Milan.  The move 
cost $42million and took five years, 
from November 1963 to September 
1968.  

    
It was the Swedish firm, Vattenbyggnadsbyran and popularly referred to as VBB, that did most of the work on the 
two Temples of Abu Simbel.  The temples were cut into pieces with pneumatic drills, numbered, moved to a higher 
site and reassembled like a large jigsaw puzzle.  All the cracks were filled in using the same material from the 
mountain they were carved from so that today you cannot see any scars. 

    
Scott #652, Oct 24, 1964             Lebanon, Scott #390   Ghana, Scott #153, Nov 1, 1963     United Nations (Vienna) 1992 
             August 1, 1962        Temple of Ramses II at Abu Simbel 
              
Egypt 1964 (above at left) depicts the God Horus in front of the façade of the Nefertari Temple at Abu Simbel 
 
On January 24th 1992 (illustrated above right stamp) the United Nations issued a stamp to commemorate the 
UNESCO efforts throughout the world to save ancient sites.  The issue from Vienna depicts the Abu Simbel 
Monuments, which was their first effort in that direction. 
 
Editor’s Note:  While there is a plethora of books written about the efforts in the 1960s to save these Temples, only 
one is factual, Temples and Tombs of Ancient Nubia: The International Rescue Campaign at Abu Simbel, Philae 
and Other Sites written by Torgny Save-Soderberrgh; who himself was involved in the effort to save these temples 
and monuments from drowning beneath the waters of Lake Nasser. 
 
Page  #5                                                                                            The Old World Archaeologist  / January 2010 



Member News 
CALL FOR ELECTIONS! 
If you have ever thought of running for office of a 
stamp club, now is your opportunity!  Some of our 
officers have been in there so long they need to retire 
and let new ideas come in.  Also we now have enough 
interested people to fill the positions.  We have lots of 
them open: 
President  - Merle Farrington 
Vice President -  vacant 
Secretary -  vacant 
Treasurer - vacant 
Director – Irene Moose 
Director – Hugh Johnston 
Director – Caroline Scannell 
Webmaster – vacant  --  we urgently need a volunteer 
here 
 
New Digs of a Different Kind 
Talk about “Off the Beaten Track . . . .” 
TEUTOBURG FOREST BATTLE ON THREE 
SQUARE COINS FROM PALAU 
     The Battle of Teutoburg Forest in 9 AD was a 
turning point in Roman and German history. The 25-
year-old Hermann, also known as Armanus, united the 
warring Germanic tribes to ambush and destroy the 
Roman army. The 16th, 17th and 18th Legions, plus 
three cavalry detachments and six cohorts of auxiliaries 
were completely annihilated. The devastating defeat 
effectively put an end to Roman expansion into 
northern Europe at the Rhine River. 
     In later years the battle served as a rallying point for 
German nationalism and unification. In 2009 Palau, 
once a German colony, issued a series of three 35mm 
square 1 Dollar coins to commemorate the 2000th 
anniversary of the historic battle. One coin features a 
multi-color image of a doomed Roman legion in the 
forest, with the gold Legionary eagle above. The next 
features a multi-color German warrior holding a sword 
and shield. The third coin features the Walhalla 
monument and the Hermannsdenkmal, or Hermann 
monument. 
     The design of the Walhalla monument in 
Regensburg, Germany is based on the Parthenon in 
Athens. The Hermannsdenkmal is near Detmold, 
Germany, and a copy of it is in New Ulm, Minnesota. 
     The coins are silver-plated and have a Proof-like 
finish. Only 2,500 of each coin were issued, most of 
which were distributed in Germany.  Unfortunately 
they would not reproduce well so are not illustrated 
here. 
Thanks to member Gerald Gallagher for sending the 
above. 
 

Merle’s Musings  (President’s Message) 
     I read two railroad books recently.  They reminded 
me that the gauge of standard track evolved from the 
wheel spacings of Roman chariots.  This led me to 
wonder if early chariots and other wheeled vehicles 
was a subject suitable for a small topical collection. I 
suspect that King Tut's chariot would be a starting 
point. 
     Leading up to the Holidays, Southern New England 
was "blessed" with two snow storms.  I am glad that I 
have a few stamp projects on ice to help pass the time 
when it is less than pleasant to be out running errands. 
     I hope your Holidays were happy, and filled with 
food, friends, and family.  Remember, the diets start 
tomorrow, if you have been procrastinating. 
 
Voting Results 
So what’s this year’s favorite topic?  At the time I 
write this roughly two thirds of the votes are received 
and counted.  Alexander and Bronze Age are running 
neck and neck with 35 points each; Alexander has 10 
“favorite” votes whereas Bronze Age has 8 “favorite” 
votes.  Carthage and Terracotta Soldiers are close; each 
with 6 “favorite” votes.  Come on!  Those who have 
not yet paid your dues, VOTE!  I should have the final 
tally of votes by the April issue.  
 
Our Generous Members 
I am sure I speak for the entire Board of Directors and 
Officers when I extend our thanks to our members who 
manage a donation each year along with their dues.  It 
is because of these people that we can hold the dues 
level and deliver a consistent product, with every new 
issue in color.   
Frederick D. Randt 
Michael Lubrano 
Jeffrey S. Brottman 
Mary Lou Miller 
Jeffrey H. Davis 
Gerald H. Gallagher 
Hugh W. Johnston 
George Grabon  
Dan Nicholas 
Every bit helps defray our expenses.  We are on a 
much firmer financial footing than we were 5 years 
ago. We are even able to manage with the tremendous 
increase in the cost of . . . INK this past year, which is 
our major expense, after that comes postage.  The $9 
for black and $6 each color has not hit us yet, and will 
not as long as Staples keeps kicking back $3 for 
empties.  I’ve got 5 empties sitting here and have not 
set the print run yet.  Then there will be 3 more or 4 
more.  There are 2 printers involved. 
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Unforgetting Clio, Muse of History 
By Gerald J. Gallagher 
 

 

 
Musing upon the past we are following Edith Hamilton’s “Greek Way” which 
embodies reverence for our forebears in Clio, the Muse of History.1   While ancient 
writers differ as to their origins, the most common myth is that the muses were the 
daughters of Zeus (Fig 1) and Mnemosyne, the Titan goddess of Memory.  Her 
name derives from the Indo-European root “men-“, source of the English words 
‘mind’ and ‘mental’. 2   Combining the concepts of boreal/water nymphs with the 
oral traditions of preliterate poets, the Nine Muses (from the Greek “Mousai” = 
songs/poems) 3 (Fig. 2, below) became a common motif on vases and friezes.4 

Fig. #1, Greece #398  
Issued Nov. 1, 1937 

           
Fig. #2, Greece  Scott #1710-1712,  Issued March 11, 1991. 

Calliope – Epic Poetry                       Terpsichore – Dance                         Thalia – Comedy 
Euterpe – Lyric Pietry                        Polyhymnia–Songs to the Gods       Clio  --  History 
Erato – Romantic Poetry                   Melpomene  -- Tragedy                    Urania  -- Astromony 

 
Clio’s name is from the Greek Kleo (to make famous/to celebrate).  Each muse was assigned attributes to 
differentiate figures in ancient raiment.  As the recorder of deeds, Clio may be shown with a scroll, as on #1712 
in Fig.2, a check of books, or a tablet (Fig. 3).  Her love of humankind led to a relationship with Pieros, named 
for a mountain near Olympus, with whom she had a son, Hymenaios, a minor mythological figure. 
 

     

 
In a time when education included classical studies, 
the United States depicted ladies of Green and Roman 
mythology, e.g. Ceres, Minerva and Vesta, upon the 
newspaper and periodical series of 1875-1898.  Clio 
appeared on $5 and $6 values holding a stylus for 
inscribing upon her tablet (Fig. 4).  Her image on 
stamps relating to the printed word is an appropriate 
honor for Statius “ . . . unforgetting Clio, for whom all 
the ages are in they keeping”.5  

Fig. #3, Greece #408               Fig. #4, U.S. #PR109,  
Issued Nov 1, 1937      Issued Feb 1, 1895 
 
Endnotes: 
1. The passage of time has not lessened the value of Edith Hamilton’s two classic studies, The Greek Way (1930) and 
Mythology (1942). 
2. A recent monograph of exceptional depth is Empires of the Word:  A Language History of the World by Nicholas Ostler 
(New York, Harper Perennial Books, 2006). 
3. An illustrated overview o0f the myths of the Muses may be found at:  http://www.theoi.com/Ouranios/Mousai.html 
4.  In the carving on the 1992 Greek set the muses and their specialties are listed under the stamps. 
5.  Statius, fl. 1st century CE quoted in:   http://www.theoi.com/Ouranios/MousaKleio.html  
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New Digs 
 

 
Armenia - Tushpa-Van, Ancient Capital  
Issued 2009, no other information  
 

  
Austria, Limes Romanus Joint w-Slovakia Souvenir 
Sheet, Issued September 11, 2009,  
Carnuntum Roman Excavations 

 
 

 

<<Cyprus - Cyprus Through the Ages 2009  
Sheetlet of 8, Issued Sept 10, 2009 
 
Church of Ayia Paraskevi in Yeroskipou, 9th Century; 
Monastery of St John Chrystostom in Koutsoventis,      
1090-1100;  Coat of Arms of the Lusignans,   Chronicle 
of Leontios Machairas, 15th Century;    Caterina 
Cornaro - Cession of Cyprus to the Venetians, 1489;   
The Venetian Walls of Nicosia, 1567-1570;   Siege of 
Cyprus by the Ottomans,   The Aqueduct of Larnaca. 

 

     
Greece - Mythology and Folk Traditions, issued 2009, no further information known. 
 

       
 

 
 

Italy, Italia 2009 - Europe Day, issued 
October 25, 2009, Roman Architecture; 
Pont du Gard, Vallo di Adriano, Odeon di 
Patrasso, Porta Nigra di Treviri, 
Acquedotto di Segovia, sheetlet at left. 
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New Digs 

 
Guinea Bissau - Chinese Civilization Souvenir 
Sheet, Depicts Great Wall of China, issued 2009. 
 

 
India - Heritage Temples, October 14, 2009 
Dilwara Temple and Ranakpur Temple 
 

 Italy - Carabineri Command for 
the Protection of Cultural Heritage , Issued May 4, 2009 

 
Kazakstan - Ancient Armor & 
Weapons, issued 2009 
 

 
Malta Scott #1379, Sept 16, 
2009;  Gigantija Temple Ruins, 
part of scenic views set #1376-9 
 

 
Peru - National Museum of 
Archaeology, Anthropology & 
History, issued 2009. 
 

 
Slovakia, Limes Romanus Joint w-Austria Souvenir 
Sheet, Issued Sept 11, 2009; Joint Issue with Austria – 
Limes Romanus, Carnuntum Roman Excavations 
(Austria shown In October 2009 OWA) 
 
 
 
 
(continued on pg 10) 

 
    Uzbekistan, Tashkent, Coins and Artifacts, Silk 
    Road, issued 2009, no further information known 
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New Digs 

 
South Africa,  Archaeology, Mapungubve Culture, Issued September 23, 2009  

 

 
 

 

 
Yemen, Ancient Coins, issued 2009, no further 
information known at this time. 

Editor’s Note:  As I do every year in the first issue of the Old World Archaeologist, I thank new issue dealers Kent 
Research/Herrick Stamps (www.herrickstamp.com), 301 Mill Rd Hewlett, NY 11557 TEL:(516) 569-3959 FAX:(516) 569-
7093  /   Bombay Stamps (www.bombaystamps.com), P O Box 3058, South Amboy, NJ 08879 TEL (561) 499-7990  FAX:  
(561) 499-7553  /   Keimar Stamps (www.keimarstamps.com) , P O Box 2677, Garden Grove, CA 92842   TEL: 714-539-4862 
For allowing me to steal illustrations from their websites to use in the journal throughout the year.  Without their cooperation I 
could not have access to all these wonderful stamps.  Also if anyone is interested in collecting all those Darwin issues from 
2009, contact Keimar Stamps, they have a list and carry stamps and FDCs to complete your collection.  Please patronize these 
dealers when you need new issues. 
 
Updated New Digs – Scott Nos. Assigned 
Greece World Heritage Sites issued June 20 2009 Scott 
#2393-8, Acropolis, Meleora, Delphi, Mycenae, 
Mystras  (October issue) 
Greece National Archaeological Museum, 180th 
Anniversary, Scott #2386, March 30, 2009 
Afghanistan Roman Architecture Scott #1468-70  

June 14, 2009 (illustration not found.)   
Mexico Tajin Temple Site Scott #2616, March 21, 
2009 (July issue) 
Iraq Campaign to Regain Stolen Antiquities Scott 
#1749-51  March 17, 2009  (July issue) 
Italy Rock Drawing Carmonica, March 27, 2009, Scott 
#2914  (October issue) 

 

Archaeology Today 
A Lost European Culture, Pulled From Obscurity 
Before the first cities of Mesopotamia or temples along the Nile, there lived in the Lower Danube Valley and the 
Balkan foothills people who were ahead of their time in art, technology and long-distance trade. For 1,500 years, 
starting earlier than 5000 BCE, they farmed and built sizable towns, a few with as many as 2,000 dwellings. They 
mastered large-scale copper smelting, the new technology of the age. Their graves held an impressive array of 
exquisite headdresses and necklaces and, in one cemetery, the earliest major assemblage of gold artifacts to be 
found anywhere in the world. 
     The striking designs of their pottery speak of the refinement of the culture's visual language. Until recent 
discoveries, the most intriguing artifacts were the ubiquitous terracotta 'goddess' figurines, originally interpreted as 
evidence of the spiritual and political power of women in society. New research, archaeologists and historians say, 
has broadened understanding of this long overlooked culture, which seemed to have approached the threshold of  

(cont’d on page 11) 
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More New Digs 

 
Jordan - Quseir Amra - 4 Values Plus a Souvenir Sheet. Issued November 15, 2008, Scott – unlisted to date. 
 
UNESCO World Heritage Site 
Date of Inscription: 1985 
Built in the early 8th century (probably between 711 
and 715) by the Umayyad caliph Walid I, this 
exceptionally well-preserved desert castle was both a 
fortress with a garrison and a residence of the Umayyad 
caliphs. The most outstanding features of this small 
pleasure palace are the reception hall and the hammam, 
both richly decorated with figurative frescoes that 
reflect the secular art of the time.  Above one bath 
chanber there is an accurate representation of the 
zodiac.  It is one of the most important examples of 
early Islamic art and architecture. 
 
The castle, which was used as a retreat by the caliph or 
his princes for sport and pleasure, is lined with frescos 
that depict hunting scenes, fruit and nude women. The 

castle also contains a bath complex with a triple-vaulted 
ceiling that shows a Roman influence.  It is actually a 
remnant of a larger complex that included the castle, of 
which only the foundation remains.  What stands today 
is the royal retreat, the military section has not survived. 
 
Quseir Amra is located along Jordan’s major east-west 
highway and relatively close to Amman, which have 
made it a frequent tourist destination. 
 
This stamp issue appeared on a New Issue list after 
Christmas 2009, a year after it was issued.  Jordan is not 
a member of the WNS system of the UPU so nothing 
appears on that website. 
 
(the above were illustrated in New Digs April 2009)

 
 

Archaeology Today 
A Lost European Culture, Pulled From Obscurity  (cont’d from pg 10) 
 'civilization' status. Writing had yet to be invented, and so no one knows what the people called themselves. 
     The little-known culture is being rescued from obscurity in an exhibition, 'The Lost World of Old Europe: the 
Danube Valley, 5000-3500 B.C.,' which opened last month at the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World at 
New York University. More than 250 artifacts from museums in Bulgaria, Moldova and Romania are on display for 
the first time in the United States. The show will run through April 25. 
     At its peak, around 4500 BCE, said David W. Anthony, the exhibition's guest curator, "Old Europe was among 
the most sophisticated and technologically advanced places in the world." Historians suggest that the arrival in 
southeastern Europe of people from the steppes may have contributed to the collapse of the Old Europe culture by 
3500 BCE. At the exhibition preview, Roger S. Bagnall, director of the institute, confessed that until now "a great 
many archaeologists had not heard of these Old Europe cultures." It was not until local archaeologists in 1972 
discovered a large fifth-millennium BCE cemetery at Varna, Bulgaria, that they began to suspect these were not 
poor people living in unstructured egalitarian societies.                  

(cont’d on pg 12) 
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Archaeology Today 
A Lost European Culture, Pulled From 
Obscurity  (cont’d from pg 11) 
     The story now emerging is of pioneer farmers after 
about 6200 BCE moving north into Old Europe from 
Greece and Macedonia, bringing wheat and barley 
seeds and domesticated cattle and sheep. They 
established colonies along the Black Sea and in the 
river plains and hills, and these evolved into related 
but somewhat distinct cultures, archaeologists have 
learned. The settlements maintained close contact 
through networks of trade in copper and gold and also 
shared patterns of ceramics. 
     Over a wide area of what is now Bulgaria and 
Romania, the people settled into villages of single- and 
multi-room houses crowded inside palisades. The 
houses, some with two stories, were framed in wood 
with clay-plaster walls and beaten-earth floors. A few 
towns of the Cucuteni people, a later and apparently 
robust culture in the north of Old Europe, grew to more 
than 800 acres, which archaeologists consider larger 
than any other known human settlements at the time. 
But excavations have yet to turn up definitive evidence 
of palaces, temples or large civic buildings.  
     At first, the absence of elite architecture led 
scholars to assume that Old Europe had little or no 
hierarchical power structure. This was dispelled by the 
graves in the Varna cemetery. For two decades after 
1972, archaeologists found 310 graves dated to about 
4500 BCE. More than 3,000 pieces of gold were found 
in 62 of the graves, along with copper weapons and 
tools, and ornaments, necklaces and bracelets of prized 
Aegean shells. Yet it is puzzling that the elite seemed 
not to indulge in private lives of excess. 
     Copper, not gold, may have been the main source of 
Old Europe's economic success, Dr. Anthony said. 
Smelted copper, cast as axes, hammered into knife 
blades and coiled in bracelets, became valuable 
exports. Old Europe copper pieces have been found in 
graves along the Volga River, 1,200 miles east of 
Bulgaria. Archaeologists have recovered more than 
five tons of pieces from Old Europe sites. 
     An entire gallery is devoted to the figurines, the 
more familiar and provocative of the culture's 
treasures. Many of the figurines represent women in 
stylized abstraction, with truncated or elongated bodies 
and heaping breasts and expansive hips. The explicit 
sexuality of these figurines invites interpretations 
relating to earthly and human fertility. 
Source: The New York Times (30 November 2009) 
Editors Note:  Yes, I went to see the exhibit at Institute for 
the Study of the Ancient World at New York University, but 
not before this issue went to press. 
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Ancient seed sprouts plant from the past 
A 4,000-year-old lentil seed found during an 
archeological excavation has germinated, exciting 
scientists as the event might lead to invaluable data for 
comparisons between the organic and genetically 
engineered plants of today. ‘It would be the first seed 
from very old times whose genes were never 
modified,’ say the scientists. 
     A 4,000-year-old lentil seed unearthed in an 
archeological excavation has successfully sprouted 
after being planted.  Project leader and Dumlupınar 
University archeology faculty Professor Nejat Bilgen 
said they found the seeds during an excavation 
undertaken last year in Kütahya province.  Bilgen said 
a layer from the container in which they found the 
seeds was determined to be from the middle bronze 
age.  He said his team found many seeds, but most had 
been burnt, adding that they had failed to make the 
others turn green before the recent success. The 
excavation team believes they found a silo because 
there were many other containers around.  “A seed dug 
from underground and dating back approximately 
4,000 years sprouted. The plant that came out of this 
seed is under examination and will be presented to the 
scientific community [so they can] make various 
analyses over it,” Bilgen said.  Nükhet Bingöl, an 
assistant professor from the same department, said she 
planted one of the seeds last year but that it dried up 
after germinating, adding that she sent another to 
Istanbul for fat analyses. 
     Bingöl said she planted the present seed three 
months ago before it successfully germinated. 
“Scientifically, we are still at the beginning,” said 
Bingöl, who explained that the age of the seed needs to 
be determined and compared to the lentils of today.  
“Although [the seed] was found in an archeological 
excavation, we should prove it scientifically. We 
should look into whether those seeds came from 
outside [the container] or not,” she said.  Bingöl said 
the lentil is pretty weak – unlike its modern day 
versions – yet they hope it will be able to flower and 
produce seeds. If that happens, according to Bingöl, 
they would have extremely important data to compare 
with the organic and genetically engineered plants of 
today. “It would be the first seed from very old times 
whose genetics were never modified.”  Bingöl said the 
lentil is a plant that does not require much water and 
heat to grow, so it is very likely that they were planted 
near the excavation area. “Barley, lentil, wheat, all of 
these originated in Anatolia,” said Bingöl. 
Sources: Hurriet Daily News (16 December 2009), Today's 
Zaman (18 December 2009)  
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Archaeology Today 
Bronze Age Temple Unearthed in Syria 
The remains of a Bronze Age temple dedicated to the 
storm god Adda were discovered beneath Aleppo's 
Ottoman citadel. A massive citadel built atop a 150-
foot-tall hill of solid rock looms over Aleppo's old 
quarter. Fortresses have risen above this northern 
Syrian city since Roman times. But at the heart of the 
citadel, a team of German and Syrian archaeologists is 
clearing debris from a large pit that shows this hilltop 
was significant long before the Romans arrived. Here, 
amid clouds of dust, a battered basalt sphinx and a lion 
- both standing seven feet tall - guard the entrance to 
one of the great religious centers of ancient times, the 
sanctuary of the storm god Adda. 
     Kay Kohlmeyer, an archaeologist at Berlin's 
University of Applied Sciences and the excavation co-
director, has found that this temple was first 
constructed by Early Bronze Age peoples, then rebuilt 
by a succession of cultures, including the Hittites, the 
Indo-European empire-builders whose domain spread 
from Anatolia to northern Syria in the 14th century 
BCE. Through the millennia, as Syrian, Anatolian, and 
Mesopotamian cultures mixed and blurred at this 
ancient crossroads, Adda was known variously as 
Addu, Teshup, Tarhunta, and Hadad. But as artistic 
styles and languages came and went, the storm god's 
temple endured. 
     At the far end of Adda's sanctuary is a row of stone 
friezes of gods and mythical creatures still standing in 
a neat row. Their modest size (most are no taller than 
three feet), clear lines, and almost whimsical subjects - 
human figures in pointy shoes and hats, a bull pulling a 
chariot - seem more like a series of three-dimensional 
cartoon panels. 
     Kohlmeyer and his team were not the first to 
uncover the mesmerizing friezes, which were buried 
when the temple was abandoned in the ninth century 
BCE. Trenches that date to six centuries later show that 
Hellenistic people, perhaps digging for valuables, 
exposed some of the reliefs. Awed by what they found, 
and possibly fearful of desecrating an ancient holy site, 
they left the stones intact. Exposed for a century or so 
until it was swallowed again by debris, the temple may 
have been an early Near Eastern tourist attraction. And 
if archaeologists, preservationists, and Syrian 
government officials have their way, the site will soon 
offer visitors the rare opportunity to tread the floor of a 
5,000-year-old place of worship. 
Source: Archaeology (November 2009 
 
King Cambyses’ Persian Army, Lost and Found? 
A  recent  discovery  in  the  Sahara  desert  by  Italian  
 
 
Page #13   

archaeologists (and twin brothers)  Angelo and Alfredo 
Castiglioni, might prove to be the remains of the 
indomitable Persian army, lead by the Persian King 
Cambyses II, the son of Cyrus the Great, while 
attempting to cross the desert some 2,500 years ago.  
The brothers having unearthed artifacts  like Bronze 
weapons, a silver bracelet, an earring, along 
with hundreds of human bones are confident in 
their findings. Talking to Discovery News, expedition 
member Dario Del Bufalo said, “We have found the 
first archaeological evidence of a story reported by the 
Greek historian Herodotus.” 
     Herodotus noted that Cambyses sent 50,000 soldiers 
“from Thebes to attack the Oasis of Siwa and destroy 
the oracle at the Temple of Amun after the priests there 
refused to legitimize his claim to Egypt.”  The 50,000 
warriors were then said to be concealed and consigned 
to the grave by an annihilative sandstorm.  “A wind 
arose from the south, strong and deadly, bringing with 
it vast columns of whirling sand, which entirely 
covered up the troops and caused them wholly to 
disappear,” wrote Herodotus. 
     Over the years, the story of Cambyses’s lost army, 
lost its credibility since no remains were found. (Until 
now.) The Castiglioni brothers first came to the 
conclusion of finding the lost Persian army by sighting 
a massive rock, approximately 115 feet long, 5.9 feet 
in height, and 9.8 feet deep. Rock formations of this 
kind are not unlikely in the desert, however this 
particular rock was the only one of its kind in the area. 
Such natural formations occur in the desert, but this 
large rock was the only one in a large area.  “Its size 
and shape made it the perfect refuge in a sandstorm,” 
Castiglioni said.  While on the excavation Egyptian 
geologist, Aly Barakat, of Cairo University,  uncovered 
a bronze dagger and several arrow tips. “We are 
talking of small items, but they are extremely 
important as they are the first Achaemenid objects, 
thus dating to Cambyses’ time, which have emerged 
from the desert sands in a location quite close to Siwa,” 
Castiglioni said. 
    In addition to Barakat’s discovery, the group caught 
sight of a silver bracelet, an earring, and a few spheres 
“which were likely part of a necklace.”  “An analysis 
of the earring, based on photographs, indicate that it 
certainly dates to the Achaemenid period. Both the 
earring and the spheres appear to be made of silver.” 
Says ancient jewelry aficionado Andrea Cagnetti.  The 
reason behind the vanished Persian army? The 
Castiglionis suggest that the soldiers ended up 
in khamseen (fifty in Arabic) on their trek.  Khamseen 
is believed to blow “at intervals for about 50 days”  

(cont’d on pg 14) 
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Archaeology Today                    (from pg 13) 
King Cambyses’ Persian Army, Lost and Found? 
and is a heavy sandstorm made up of sand and dust  
from the deserts, with a speed up to 86.9 mph, with 
rapidly rising temperatures.  “Some soldiers found 
refuge under that natural shelter, other dispersed in 
various directions. Some might have reached the lake 
of Sitra, thus surviving,” Castiglioni said.  “In the 
desolate wilderness of the desert, we have found the 
most precise location where the tragedy occurred,” Del 
Bufalo adds.  The group notified the Geological Survey 
of Egypt and has since turned the precious goods in to 
the Egyptian authorities.  “We never heard back. I’m 
sure that the lost army is buried somewhere around the 
area we surveyed, perhaps under [16.4 feet] of sand.”  
So, is it true?  Did the Castiglioni siblings solve the 
ancient mystery and find our ancestors?   
Not according to Egyptologist and current Secretary 
General of the Egyptian Supreme Council of 
Antiquities, Dr. Zahi Hawass.  Dr. Hawass released the 
following statement in response to the claim by the 
Casitglionis: “I need to inform the public that recent 
reports published in newspapers, news agencies and 
TV news announcing that ‘twin brothers Angelo and 
Alfredo Castiglioni have unearthed remains of the 
Persian army of Cambyses,’ are unfounded and 
misleading.  The brothers are not heading any 
archaeological mission in Berenike Panchrysos at the 
small Bahrin Oasis near Siwa Oasis. This site has been 
excavated since 2002 by an Italian mission led by Dr. 
Paulo Gallo of Turin University. The Castiglioni 
brothers have not been granted permission by the SCA 
to excavate in Egypt, so anything they claim to find is 

not to be believed.”  We’re not sure which 
archaeologist to believe, but if the remains of 
Cambyses and his mighty warriors have really been 
found, then we cannot wait until they’re available for 
public viewing. (Even though it will probably be at a 
British or American museum and not an Iranian one). 
 
Chinese Challenge to 'Out of Africa' Theory 
The discovery of an early human fossil in southern 
China may challenge the commonly held idea that 
modern humans originated out of Africa. Jin Changzhu 
and colleagues of the Institute of 
Vertebrate Paleontology and Palaeoanthropology in 
Beijing, announced to Chinese media last week that 
they have uncovered a 110,000-year-old 
putative Homo sapiens jawbone from a cave in 
southern China's Guangxi province. 
      The mandible has a protruding chin like that of 
Homo sapiens, but the thickness of the jaw is 
indicative of more primitive hominins, suggesting that 
the fossil could derive from interbreeding. 
If confirmed, the finding would lend support to the 
'multiregional hypothesis'. This says that modern 
humans descend from Homo sapiens coming out of 
Africa who then interbred with more primitive humans 
on other continents. In contrast, the prevailing 'out of 
Africa' hypothesis holds that modern humans are the 
direct descendants of people who spread out of Africa 
to other continents around 100,000 years ago. The 
study appeared in Chinese Science Bulletin late 
November. 
Source: NewScientist (3 November 2009) 

From the Web Site: 

 
We are still in need of a Webmaster.  If anybody would like the position, please contact the Editor at 
editor@owasu.org or philate@ix.netcom.com.  The job entails updating the site once or twice a month; putting the 
first page of the journal online and we would like to add a Table of Contents for each year, 2004 thru 2009.  The 
webmaster will be sent the information by email and put it on the website.  Most of our new members come from 
the website.  It would be terrible to lose this great link.  Our site has not been updated since June 2009. 
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Votes will be tallied next issue! 

Articles Wanted 
Ever want to try your hand at 
writing?  Here’s your chance.  We 
need short articles, to run about half 
to one page in length, all about one 
stamp.  Pick your favorite stamp 
and send in a few words about it.   
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