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By Gerald J. Gallagher

 
Fig. #1, Sestertius of Hadrian C135CE  
Hadrian addressing troops; vexillarius,, 
Aquilafer and a Signifer 
 

 
. 
 
Among philatelists, symbols of public authority such as flags, seals 
and badges are popular topicals.  The study of flags is Vexillogy, a 
conjoined Latin-Greek word coined in 1957 by Whitney Smith, 
Director of the Flag Research Center in Massachusetts. 
  
Familiar as an accoutrement of soldiers and saints (Fig. #1), the 
Vexillum traces its name to the diminutive form of the Latin velum 
(sail).  Usage of the vexillum became common in the Roman forces 
from the reforms of Marius at the close of the 2nd Century BCE.  Its 
origin is obscure, though a mosaic at Pompeii shows one carried by 
Persian troops fighting Alexander the Great, perhaps an artistic 
anachronism1.   

Mounted on a staff with a crossbar, the vexillum was a square piece of linen, plain or with legionary symbols 
appliqués (Fig. #2).  During the Late Republic and early centuries of the Imperium the color was most often red, 
though M. Agrippa was honored with blue vexilla for his victory at Actium2.  The red dye was usually madder, 
whose roots can be dried and fermented for dyestuffs.  Presentation vexilla may have been dyed, as well officers’ 
cloaks, with Kermes (Farsi “red insect”), which gives a distinctive shade of crimson3.  From the mid-3rd Century 
CE vexilla became purple, reflecting the increasing role of eastern traditions in Roman administration and 
equipage. 
 

         
Fig. #2 3rd C,     Fig. #3, 1935   Fig. #4,  Vexillarius 
CE              Italy Scott #B40       inscribed on a tombstone 

A vexillum was used to mark the tent or compound 
of the Legatus Legionis, the commander of a 
Legion.  In battle and on parade it was borne by a 
Vexillarius, similar in status to the Aquilafer (eagle 
standard) and Imagifer (Emperor’s image).   
 
Unit numerals, legends, and animal symbols could 
appear on a vexillum as shown on the modern 
reconstructions popular in the Fascist era of Italy 
(Fig. #3, Italy Scott #B40).  It was used in the 
Cavalry as the rallying point of a turma, the basic 
unit of thirty men under an optio – the grade below 
Centurion. 
 

(continued on page #3) 
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From the Editor: 
Holidays are over, a New Year begins.  Let’s hope for an end 
to the world wide economic turmoil so we can all afford to 
retire and spend time with out stamp collections.   
 
I have weathered the economic storm by adding the dollar 
items to my collection and staying away from those big ticket 
items.  There are enough dollar items to keep me busy.  One 
thing I learned buying all those dollar items - -  the price of 
page protectors has gone through the roof!  And I’ll soon need 
more paper!  Much better when I buy the hundred dollar items 
-- and less of them – rather than “save money” any add all 
those dollar items.   
 
At the MEGA Show I did quite a bit of business with a dealer 
I never did before.  He picked up a stock of more modern 
stamps.  I managed to add to several of my collections from 
the dozen or so books I was able to go through.  In November 
when I got to the library and looked up more information on 
the stamps I found I consistently paid under Scott.  Sometimes 
dealers carry stuff for another dealer.  You can get some good 
buys there. 
 
You will notice some changes that seem to be there but, well 
maybe not. If you think the issue looks different, it does, but 
not so anyone would notice.  The headline type has been 
changed from 16 to 14 and author’s names from 14 to 12.  The 
articles throughout are still in 11 point type, which I find 
immensely easier to read than 10 point and if I use 12 point I’d 
need to add extra pages and double the postage.  
 
I’m hoping to manage a table of contents on the last page of 
each issue so I’m trying to save space where I can. 
  
Once again I thank those who gave generously to OWASU 
when renewing their dues.  Like everything this year, 
donations are off so I especially thank those who came 
through with anything from $5 to $50.   
 
I also thank everyone who filled out the questionnaire.  Thank 
you for voting.  This tells me are your collecting interests and 
helps me plan the years articles.  If, for instance, half the 
membership indicates an interest in Egypt, I make sure there is 
an article on that subject in each issue.  Many members 
expressed an interest in Meso-American Archaeology.  
Though this cost me points by putting it in the journal when it 
comes to judging, I feel the purpose of this journal is to serve 
the members, not any group of judges.  In form, I take their 
advice, in content I have to follow those who support this 
journal.  Now I need articles on Meso-American subjects, 3 
page length and I can run Meso twice each year. 
 
Wishing all of you a Happy Healthy and Prosperous 2009. 
 

Caroline 



Vexilla Prodeunt:  The Roman Vexillum 
By Gerald J. Gallagher                      (cont’d from page 1)
 
Appointment as a Vexillarius was prestigious enough that it was marked on the tombstones of its holders, as on this 
Pannonian stele (Fig. #4). 
 

        
Fig. #5, Sestertius of Valens, C. 376CE    Fig. #6, Hall of the Vexilla, Victor Emmanuel  

          Monument, Rome, Italy (Author’s photo) 
 

In camp, the vexilla were 
displayed along with other 
sacred symbols in the Aedes, a 
shrine within the 
administration building.  
Religious ceremonies were 
held for, inter alia, the 
Emperor’s birthday, and to 
honor the legion’s patron 
god/goddess’ feast days.  
Emperors and commanders 
used these occasions to 
assume the attributes of a 
victor, as on a coin of Valens 
(364-378CE) shown holding a  

vexillum charged with an eagle, and gazing at a figure of Victoria/Nike proffering a laurel wreath  (Fig. #5).  A 
contemporary replica of an Aedes may be seen in Rome’s Victor Emmanuel Monument which preserves vexilla 
used by Italian forces prior to 1945 (Fig. #6).  These proto-flags gave their name to the Vexillationes, legionary 
detachments used in times of barbarian pressure on the frontiers or to deal with civil unrest.  The term also referred 
to sub-commands of auxiliary and protective forces, e.g. the Vexillation of Vigiles (Roman Fire Department) 
assigned to the port of Ostia. 
 
In addition to the crowns, torcs, and phalerae awarded for gallantry in action, officers and senior enlisted men were 
given vexilla for leadership.  The first reference dates to 107BCE when a vexillum was listed among the Dona of C. 
Marius4.  Vexilla would be presented with trophies of arms which were kept in the recipients homes and became 
family heirlooms.5   Vexilla formed part of the regalia indicated on inscriptions by the letters D. D. (Donis 
Donatus), and occasionally took the form of miniature silver replicas as presented by Titus (79-81CE) for his 
eastern campaigns6. 
 

       
Fig. #7          ChiRho 
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With the adoption of Christianity by Constantine I 
(307-337CE) the vexillum transformed into the 
labarum.  Of purple cloth, the labarum was charged 
in gold embroidery or appliqué, with the Chi-Rho 
monogram  of the initial letters of Christ, or with 
spiritual phrases (Fig. #7).  While the origin of 
Labarum is obscure, the use of the Chi-Rho letters 
may have recalled a Greek sign for ChRonos (Father 
Time) 7.  As the culture of the eastern empire because 
proto-Byzantine, the labarum came to be made of 
brocade studded with actual and paste gems.  Prior to 
his conversion Constantine had been a devotee of Sol 
Invictus, the all-conquering sun god popular in the 
eastern provinces, a cult that used cloth standards.8 

 
Similar in function to a vexillum eastern Roman 
(Byzantine) cavalry  used  a drako (Dragon) borne by  
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Vexilla Prodeunt:  The Roman Vexillum 
By Gerald J. Gallagher                (cont’d from page 3)
 
a Drakonarius9.  This was a metal animal head with a windsock attached making a visual aid for assembly and 
command10.  
 
The tradition of the vexillum lived into Europe’s middle ages in the form of the gonfannon (Old Norse - Gunn Fane 
– War Flag) and Gonfalon.  Suspended from a crossbar and often with cloth tails, the fabric was emblazoned with 
civic emblems or a coat of arms11.  In the mid-20th century the Fascist movement revived ancient ceremonies such 
as aoth taking around a sacred fire (fig. #8, Italy Scott #B39).  The unit’s title appears on the vexillum held by the 
central figure. 

                 
Fig. #8           Triumph of Caesar       Fig. #9 Samoa #487 Nov, 20, 1978 & Wallis & Futuna #323 Feb.11,1985 
Italy #B39, 1935          By Montegna 
          #755   Italy 11/3/58 
 
The names of several species of colorful shells include vexillum, e.g. Conus V. (Fig. #9, Wallis & Futuna Scott 
#323, and Samoa Scott #487), and the V. Vulpecula (Fig. #10, below). 
 

 
Fig. #10 
 

Vexille are extant in contemporary ecclesiastical usage 
in the multicolored devotional banners used in 
services, and as decorative features in sanctuaries. In 
the Lenten season may still be heard a 6th Century 
hymn; Vexilla Regis, written to honor Christ the King 
and a relic of the True Cross.   

The opening line captures the emotional impact felt by those who have followed flags in ancient times or in modern 
color guards:  Vexilla Regis Prodeunt!  (The Royal Standards Go Forward!) 
 
Editor’s Note:  The Chi Rho is one of the earliest cruciform symbols used by Christians. It is formed by superimposing the first 
two letters of the word "Christ" in Greek, chi = ch and rho = r. 
 
Club News:  The Survey! 
The results of the annual survey are in!  Let’s do it this 
way, the articles with the least points were Bahrain and 
Nefertari with Champollion not far away.  All written 
by your editor.  We have a tie for first place; Hadrian’s 
Wall – A UNESCO World Heritage Site, by Caroline 
Scannell and The Fire Service of Ancient Rome, by 
Gerald J. Gallagher, Barbarian Treasures, by Barbara 
Soper holds Second place with Pass Control:  Megiddo 

& the Jezreel Valley, by Hugh Johnston in Third place.  
Of those who named a specific area of interest Egypt, 
Rome and Neolithic each garnered 3 followers.  Greece 
has one, also Pre-Historic Rock-Art, Biblical, 7-
Wonders and UNESCO each have at least one person 
who collects that topic. Four members collect 
Nubia/Nubian Monuments. 
More on page 9. 
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Tut – The Connection with Nefertiti 
By Hugh W. Johnston 
 
The death of the boy king Tutankhamun was so 
unexpected that there was no time to properly finish his 
tomb in the Valley of the Kings or to accumulate the 
various items appropriate for the burial of a king.  So 
he was buried in a tomb originally prepared for Ay, his 
advisor.  Many of the objects found in the tomb were 
contributed by the king’s family. 
 
For example, in the so-called treasury the guardian dog 
Anubis (Egypt Scott #712) was covered with a shawl 
marked “Year 7 of the lord of the two lands, Nefer-
[kheprue-waenre], who gives life every day”.  The 
shawl is dated to Akenaten’s seventh reignal year. 
       

     Egypt #1580-1;  January 2, 1995  Tut (L) Nefertiti (R) 
 

   
Scott #712, Jan 2, 1967        Scott #713, Jan 2, 1967 
Anubis Statue found in Tomb   Alabaster Calcite Head of vessel 
 

There were 4 canopic jars in a shrine, each 
holding parts of Tutankhamun’s viscera in 
miniature coffins.  The calcite heads (Egypt 
Scott #713) on the lids do not resemble portraits 
of the king.  The inscriptions on the interior gold 
linings have the original owner’s cartouches 
altered from those of Ankhkheperu, presumably 
Neferneferuaten, the mysterious co-regent of 
Akhenaten.  One of the small coffins, originally 
inscribed with the names Ankhkheperure 
Neferneferuaten, was re-inscribed for 
Tutankhamun. 
 

 
Scott #387 Egypt Scott  #732, 733   
Nefertiti  items from King Tut’s Tomb 
 
Now, how is Nefertiti (Egypt Scott #387) related to 
the discoveries in the tomb of Tutankhamun, and in 
other Theban tombs as well?   
   

Egypt Scott # C144 
 
Of unknown origin, early in the reign of Akhenaten (Egypt Scott #1026) she was his principal wife.  In year 6 of 
Akhenaten’s reign her name (“The Beautiful One is Come”) was changed to Nefernefruaten-Nefertiti (“The Aten is 
Radiant of Radiance {because} the Beautiful One is Come”).  In about year 13 of Akenaten’s reign she disappeared 
 

(continued on page 6 ) 
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Tut – The Connection with Nefertiti 
By Hugh W. Johnston    (continued from page 5) 
 

 
#1026, Jan 2, 1977 
 

and a new co-regent, Ankhkheprure Nefernefruaten, appeared.  The indications are 
that Qieen Nefertiti and the new co-regent were one and the same. 
 
Akhenaten died in his 17th reignal year and king Ankhkherrure Smenkhkare-
djeserkhepru appeared.  He disappeared after a brief independent reign and 
Tutankhaten, later Tutankhamun, appeared.   
 
Present thinking by archaeologists is that Tutankhamun was the son of Akhenaten 
by a minor wife named Kiya.  She disappeared after year 11 and her several 
monuments at el Amarna were appropriated by Meritaten, Nefertiti’s daughter.  
With Kiya’s death the fortunes of Nefertiti rose 

In Tomb KV55 in Western Thebes a calcite canopic jar lid carved with the head (one 
of four) of Kiya has been found (Egypt Scott #1756).  A coffin found with this jar 
had the names of the original owner excised, but the mummy remains had physical 
and blood groups similarities with the mummy of Tutankhamun.  A final verdict has 
not been made. 
 
Back to Tutankhamun’s Tomb  
Many of the objects buried with the young king bear witness to his marriage with 
Ankhesenpaaten  (“May She Live for the Aten”),  the  fourth  of  Akhenaten  and 

 
Egypt #1756 Kiya? 

Nefertiti’s six daughters.  It is likely that if Nefertiti and Smenkhkare were one and the same; the queen arranged 
the marriage. 
 

   
    C117, Issued Jan 2, 1997    Egypt #1639  Tut & Anksenaten 
    These stamps depict one of the most popular renderings of Tut and his  
    wife, which appears on the back on a chair/throne found in his tomb. 

The royal pair are shown on the back 
of Tutankhamun’s golden throne 
(Egypt Scott #C117 and #1639).  
There are indications that inscriptions 
on the throne were altered before the 
chair was placed in the tomb.  Note 
that the two cartouches above 
Tutankhamun’s shoulder on the back 
of the throne read Tutankhaten (“The 
Living Image of the Aten”) and 
Tutankhamun (“The Living Image of 
Amun”).  The cartouches probably 
reflect the king’s political 
rapprochement between himself as the 
earthly representative of the Aten and 
the priests of Amun. 

 
In summary, artifacts recovered from the tomb of Tutankhamun (and from other 
burials) point to a family relationship with Nefertiti.  There probably was no male 
king named Ankhkheprure Smenkhkare as no items of funerary equipment inscribed 
for him have been found.  Evidence so far indicates that this person was Nefertiti 
under the name Ankhkherrure Neferneferuaten.  But the end of the story is not yet in 
sight. 
  

Nefertiti #917, 5/22/72 
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New Digs 
 

 
Australia; extinct animals living 20,000 to 50,000 years ago.  
Genyornis newtoni, Diprotodon optatumm, Thylacoleo 
carnifex, Thylacinus cyanocephalus, Procoptodon goliah, 
and Megalania prisca.  Issued in a set of 6 also souvenir 
sheet and Booklet of 10 self-adhesive (shown above right). 

 
       Issued October 1, 2008

 

 
Albania – Roman  
Emperors, but which 
ones? Issued 2008 

 
Azerbaijian - Euoplcephalus, Praga 2008 
label, Apatosaurus, Avimimus, 
Struthiomimus and Maiasaurua.  Issued 
2008. 
 
  

 
 

    
Peoples Republic of China Grotto 
Murals  Issued 2008 
 

 
Peoples Republic of China  
Ancient Times Great Soldier Qi Jiguang 
Issued 2008 
 
 

 
Cyprus, Cyprus through the Ages, 2nd in series.  Issued Oct 2, 2008. 
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New Digs                    (Continued from pg 7) 
 

 
Germany -  The Sky Disc of Nebra  
Issued October 9, 2008,  Scott #2505 

 
Italy – Roman the Capital City  

 
Peru- Cusco Archaeology, Issued 2008 

 

 

 

 

 
Russia - History of the Russian Cossacks Sheetlet of 3 Different, Issued Sept 17, 
2008  

 

  

  

 Sri Lanka - Late Anuradhapura 
Era Art & Sculpture 3rd Century BC, Issued 2008 
 
Page  # 8                                          

 
Sri Lanka – Vesak Souvenir Sheet, Issued 2008 
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New Digs                    (Continued from pg 8) 

   
St. Thomas & Prince Island Various anthropological finds-Venus, fossils, tools, and artifacts, Issued 2008 
 
I would like to thank the following dealers for allowing me to use illustrations from their sites;  Keimar Stamps 
(members of OWASU), Bombay Stamps, and Herrick Stamp Co. 
 

New Digs Update  
Austria, 8/8/08 Willendorf Venus (October 2008) 
Scott # 2168 
Egypt, 2/10/08 Wadi El Hitan UNESCO Site (July 
2008) Scott #2014a & b 
Macedonia, 1/23/08 Earrings; Pigeon 2nd Century 
BC, Lion 4th Century BC (July 2008) Scott # 428-9 
Namibia, 6/27/08 s/s Twyfelfontein UNESCO Site 
(October 2008) Scott # 1156 
Russia, 3/25/08 s/s Metal Mythological Beast 2nd C 
BC-1st C AD, Two Oxen 2nd C BC, Deer 4th-3rd C BC 
(July 2008) Scott #7064 
 
Several members asked me to put updates of Scott #s 
when they are assigned.  I do!  The problem is with 

Scott; and I see these people at the major stamp 
shows, they know my opinion, I check and re-check 
for numbers for about a year, then move on to 
something else.  By that time it comes out in the 
catalogue but I am no longer pursuing it and many 
items get by me.  There are so many new issues, and 
I use several sources to find them all.  There are 13 in 
this issue alone.  Over the years I have been editor, 
several people have volunteered to do the New Digs, 
then I never hear from them again.  It’s a big job.   
I also understand that most dealer sites are not 
allowing illustrations to be “lifted” for any use.   
I have also had this problem, but not at home.  
Everyone who owns a website gets a list of people 
who use it.  I’ve purchased from every dealer I use.   

 

Members News 
Once again I with to thank our 
generous members who have 
contributed sometimes above and 
beyond.  Listed alphabetically 
in order of donation they are: 

Frederick Randt  
Jeffrey S. Brottman   
Gerald J. Gallagher  
Hugh Johnston  
Eileen Meier  

Jerry H. Davis  
George Grabon   
Dan Nicholas  

 

The Vote is In 
Further to the breakdown on page 4 of this issue, several members asked me to list stamp sources.  I used three main 
sources, listed above, then check them against the UPU site to make sure the stamps are legitimate. 
    Some would like me to illustrate Archaeology Today with stamps and if no stamps exist, not to give any information 
about it.  In this issue you will notice Germany issued a stamp for the Nebra Sky Disk.  I’ve carried news about it twice 
or maybe three times.  Short of an article, nothing more can be said on the subject.  But there’s only ONE stamp! 
    After being asked to add some archaeology news about the western hemisphere, I received one comment to 
eliminate everything not strictly Old World and another comment that they like the coverage of Meso-American and 
wish we had more.  I’d like to add something twice each year, a short article of 2 pages or so, but need someone to 
write!  There is no longer a Meso-American group. 
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Merle’s Musings (President’s Message) 
Merle Farrington has been away enjoying the holidays with his family.  His column will return next issue. 
 

Archaeology Today 
Farmer Digs up Ancient Sanctuary in Italy 
A farmer working his land south of Rome dug up 
hundreds of artifacts from a 2,600-year-old sanctuary, but 
ran afoul of police when he tried to sell the ancient hoard, 
officials said. After spotting fragments of pottery in soil 
dug up by the farmer, authorities searched his home last 
month and seized more than 500 artifacts, including 
perfume vials, cups and miniature vases used as votive 
objects. 
     The art squad of the Carabinieri paramilitary police 
said the farmer was placed under investigation for 
allegedly trafficking in antiquities. Ancient artifacts 
found in Italy are considered state property, and finds 
must be reported to authorities. Archaeologists said they 
will continue to excavate the sanctuary, which dates back 
to the 7th-6th century BCE and is located outside the 
town of Aprilia, some 25 miles (40 kms) south of Rome. 
     The find could expand knowledge about the area's 
history in pre-Roman times, when it was inhabited by 
Latin speaking people under the influence of the Etruscan 
civilization that dominated central Italy, experts said. 
Associated Press, GMA News (17 December 2008) 
 
Late Neanderthals and Modern Human Contact 
in Spain 
It is widely accepted that Upper Paleolithic early modern 
humans spread westward across Europe about 42,000 
years ago, variably displacing and absorbing Neanderthal 
populations in the process.  However, Middle Paleolithic, 
presumably Neanderthal, assemblages persisted for 
another 8,000 years in Iberia. It has been unclear whether 
these late Middle Paleolithic Iberian assemblages were 
made by Neanderthals, and what the nature of those 
humans might have been. New research is now shedding 
some light on what were probably the last Neanderthals. 
     The research is based on a study of human fossils 
found during the past decade at the Sima de la Palomas, 
Murcia, Spain by Michael Walker, professor at 
Universidad de Murcia, and colleagues, and published by 
Michael Walker, Erik Trinkaus, professor of Anthro-
pology at Washington University in St. Louis, and 
colleagues. The human fossils from the upper levels of 
the Sima de las Palomas are anatomically clearly 
Neanderthals, and they are now securely dated to 40,000 
years ago. They establish the late persistence of 
Neanderthals in this  southwestern  cul-de-sac  of  Europe 
reinforcing the conclusion that the Neanderthals were not 
merely swept away  by  advancing  modern humans.  The 
 
Page  # 10  

behavioral differences between these human groups must 
have been subtler than the Middle-to-Upper Paleolithic 
technological contrasts might imply. 
    In addition the Palomas Neanderthals variably exhibit 
a series of modern human features rare or absent in 
earlier Neanderthals.  Either they were evolving on their 
own towards the modern human pattern, or more likely, 
they had contact with early modern humans around the 
Pyrenees. If the latter, it implies that the persistence 
of the Middle Paleolithic in Iberia was a matter of choice, 
and not cultural retardation. 
    From the Sima de las Palomas, other late Neanderthal 
sites, and recent discoveries of the earliest modern hu-
mans across Europe, a complex picture is emerging of 
shifting contact between behaviorally similar, if cultur-
ally and biologically different, human populations. 
Washington University in St.Louis (8 December 2008) 
 
Thera Volcano Catastrophe Dated to 1613 BCE 
Two olive branches buried by a Minoan-era eruption of 
the volcano on the island of Thera (modern-day 
Santorini, Greece) have enabled precise radiocarbon 
dating of the catastrophe to 1613 BCE, with an error 
margin of plus or minus 10 years, according to two 
researchers who presented conclusions of their previously 
published research during an event at the Danish 
Archaeological Institute of Athens. 
      Speaking at an event entitled 'The Enigma of Dating 
the Minoan Eruption - Data from Santorini and Egypt', 
the study's authors, Dr. Walter Friedrich of the Danish 
University of Aarhus and Dr. Walter Kutschera of the 
Austrian University of Vienna, said data left by the 
branch of an olive tree with 72 annular growth rings was 
used for dating via the radiocarbon method, while a 
second olive branch - found just nine meters away from 
the first - was unearthed in July 2007 and has not yet 
been analyzed.  The researchers said both olive tree 
branches were found near a Bronze Age man-made wall, 
giving the impression that they were part of an olive 
grove situated near a settlement very close to the edge of 
Santorini's current world-famous caldera. The two trees 
were found standing when unearthed, and apparently had 
been coveredby the Theran pumice immediately after 
the volcano's eruption. 
      According to the two scientists, other radiocarbon 
testing from archaeological locations on Santorini and the 
surrounding islands, as well as at Tel el-Dab'a in the Nile 
delta in Egypt,  corroborate  the  dating based on the olive  
tree.   On  the  other  hand, as the two researchers pointed  
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Archaeology Today      (cont’d) 
Thera Volcano Catastrophe Dated to 1613 BCE   
out, archaeological evidence linked with the Historical 
Dating of Ancient Egypt indicate that the Thera 
eruption must have occurred after the start of the New 
Kingdom in Egypt in 1530 BCE. The two researchers 
said their find (olive tree) represents a serious contra-
diction between the results of the scientific method 
(radiocarbon dating) and scholarly work in the human-
ities (history-archaeology), with both sides holding strong 
arguments to support their conclusions. The radiocarbon 
dating places the cataclysmic eruption, blamed for 
heralding the end to the Minoan civilization, a century 
earlier than previous scientific finds. 
ANA (5 December 2008) 
 
5 Walled Cities from 300 BCE Unearthed in 
India 
Andhras flourished much before the advent of the 
Satavahanas, and were said to be as powerful as 
Mauryans. They had 30 fortified walled cities way back 
in 300 BCE, wrote the Greek traveler Megasthenes in his 
Indika. In what could be an exciting discovery, the 
State Department of Archaeology and Museums has 
identified five of those 30 walled cities. 
     The Department has found physical evidence prov-ing 
Megasthenes right and by the same token, throwing light 
on the existence of Andhras and Telugu language before 
the Satavahana period. The study is part of a project 
taken up to find the 30 walled cities mentioned by the 
Greek traveler and historian in his travelogue. "Though 
he Andhras were mentioned in books dating back to 
1,000 BCE, we have physical evidence like coins and 
pottery only from the Satavahana period (200 BCE - 200 
CE). Our research based on Indika of 
Megasthenes strengthens the theory that the Andhras 
existed before the Satavahanas," said P. Chenna Reddy, 
Director of Archaeology and Museums Dept. 
Megasthenes is believed to have visited India as an 
Ambassador of Seleucus I of Syria to the court of 
Chandragupta Maurya around 305 BCE. In Indika, 
Megasthanes indicates that the Andhra (mentioned 
as Andarae) kings belonged to a powerful race and 
possessed an army of 100,000 infantry, 2,000 cavalry, 
1,000 elephants and had 30 well built fortified towns. 
     Archaeologists have so far examined 18 sites with 
historical importance and singled out five. Archaeolo-
gists recovered bricks, pottery, coins and other evidence 
from these sites at Dhoolikatta, Kotilingala, Satanikota, 
Dharanikota and Bodhan. The project was taken up in 
October 2005 and efforts are on to identify the remaining 
Megasthanes towns in Andhra Pradesh. 
Source: Express Buzz (15 November 2008) 
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Vietnamese Cave Reveals Relics and Tombs 
From the Neolithic 
Archaeologists have finished the second phase of 
excavation at Phia Mun Cave, Na Hang District in the 
province of Tuyen Quang (Viet Nam) and have 
uncovered over 1,000 relics and 12 tombs of the 
Neolithic Hoa Binh culture. 
     Excavations began in May last year and archaeolo-
gists soon realized the importance of the site, as they 
quickly uncovered objects 6,000 to 7,000 years old, and 
concluded that the cave was inhabited during Neolithic 
times. "I have been doing archaeological research for 32 
years at many caves, and this time it was really tough 
work, the cave was located in deep jungle making work 
very difficult," said Trinh Nang Chung of the Viet Nam 
Institute of Archaeology, head of the archaeology team. 
"The reward for it being so difficult to get to is that the 
site is completely untouched, in pristine condition." 
     During excavation of the first strata archaeologists 
uncovered stone tools, animal bones and sea snail shells, 
proving that the inhabitants of the cave had contact with 
coastal tribes. Also discovered was a set of tools carved 
with motifs of the Hoa Binh culture. The tools were made 
in the cave and the flint chips made from shaping tools 
were then used to make other tools. Excavating the 
second strata archaeologists found food remains 
including the bones and teeth of animals, snail, oyster and 
mussel shells, coal ashes, and stone axe heads. 
Rudimentary ceramic pieces were found decorated with 
patterns, estimated to be 4,000 years old. 
     Human remains were found in four of the 12 tombs 
uncovered, while the other tombs held stone tools. The 
discovery of the tombs gave archaeologists an insight into 
the customs of Hoa Binh culture, said Chung. "We found 
important evidence as to the customs and tradi-tions of 
the ancients," he said. The dead were buried in two 
positions, either lying on the back or lying on one side 
with the arms clasping the knees. "The ancients often 
buried the dead close to the village in the belief the spirits 
should be close to the relatives," said Chung. 
     Chung has petitioned authorities to protect the site as 
it had proved a wealth of knowledge and artifacts. The 
Viet Nam Institute of Archaeology and the Tuyen Quang 
Museum have co-operated in excavating and preserving 
artifacts from the site. 
Source: Viet Nam News (13 November 2008) 
 
2,900 Year Old Phoenician Remains Unearthed 
in Lebanon 
Lebanese and Spanish archaeologists have discovered 
2,900-year-old earthenware pottery that ancient 
Phoenicians used to store the bones of their dead after  
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Archaeology Today      (cont’d) 
2,900 Year Old Phoenician Remains  (cont’d) 
burning the corpses. More than 100 jars were discover-ed 
at a Phoenician site in the southern coastal city of Tyre. 
Phoenicians are known to have thrived from 1500 BCE to 
300 BCE and they were also headquarter-ed in the coastal 
area of present-day Syria. "The big jars are like individual 
tombs. The smaller jars are left empty, but symbolically 
represent that a soul is stored in them” Ali Badawi, the 
archaeologist in charge in Tyre, said. 
     Badawi and a Spanish team from the Pompeu Fabra 
University in Barcelona have been excavating at the 
Phoenician site for years. The site was first discovered in 
1997 but archaeologists have only been able to dig up 50 
square meters per year. "These discoveries help re- 
searchers who work on past Phoenician colonies in Spain, 
Italy and Tunisia, to pin down a large number of their 
habits and traditions," said Maria Eugenia Aubet, who 
leads the Spanish team. "Especially since there are few 
studies of the Phoenicians in their motherland 'Lebanon'," 
Aubet said, adding that the remains proved that 
the Phoenicians were a people who had a vision for life 
after death. 
     The last excavation was in 2005. A war in 2006 be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah guerrillas concentrated in 
southern Lebanon and the tenuous political and security 
situation in 2007 halted work on the site until this year. 
Reuters (12 November 2008) 
 
Ancient Iceman Probably Has No Modern 
Relatives 
Oetzi, Italy's prehistoric iceman, probably does not have 
any modern day descendants, according to a recent study. 
A team of Italian and British scientists who sequenced his 
mitochondrial DNA - which is passed down through the 
mother's line - found that Oetzi belonged to a genetic 
lineage that is either extremely rare or has died 
out. Although he fell into a subgroup called K1, his 
lineage did not match any of the three known K1 
'clusters'. 
      Prof. Martin Richards, from the University of Leeds, 
said: "Our analysis confirms that Oetzi belonged to a 
previously unidentified lineage of K1 that has not been 
seen to date in modern European populations. The  
frequency of genetic lineages tends to change over time, 
due to random variations in the number of children peo-
ple have - a process known as 'genetic drift' - and as a 
result, some variants die out. Our research suggests that 
Oetzi's lineage may indeed have become extinct and we'll 
only know for sure by sampling intensively in the Alpine 
Valleys where Oetzi was born." 
      The findings published in the journal Current Biology 
reverses previous research from 1994 on a  
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small section of Oetzi's DNA that suggested the so-called 
'Iceman' had relatives living in Europe.  But Richards and 
colleagues said their analysis confirmed that 
Oetzi belonged to a previously unidentified lineage that 
has not been seen to date in modern European 
populations. 
Reuters, Yahoo! News (30 Oct), Mail Online (31 Oct 2008) 
  
Dig Unearths Ancient Turkish Treasures 
Above ground, the Istanbul suburb of Yenikapi is a 
normal, modern-day bustling port on the Marmaris Sea. 
But beneath the waters, its newly discovered treasures are 
rewriting the history books. So far 32 wooden ships, 
Stone Age skeletons, coins, amphorae and even a  
basket full of ancient cherries have been uncovered in an 
area that is thought to have been the first Byzantine port 
of the ancient city of Constantinople. 
     "These findings are extremely important and special 
for Istanbul's history," says Dr Ismail Karamut, the 
director of the Istanbul Archaeological Museum and head 
of the Yenikapi excavations.  Sait Basaran, the head of a 
team of researchers from Istanbul University, described it 
as a 'once in a lifetime' archaeological site. Items 
uncovered will provide academic fodder for years to 
come, particularly since the geological make-up of the 
site has llowed objects that would normally disintegrate 
to be preserved. 
     In August, Dr Karamut and his team came across four 
ancient skeletons buried in graves six metres below sea 
level. The two adults, aged approx. 35, and two children 
under two, are thought to have lived during the Neolithic 
age, around 6,000-6,500 BCE. The objects found with 
them, particularly ceramic pieces, have led Dr Karamut 
and his colleagues to conclude there was an ancient 
settlement in Yenikapi whose inhabitants lived on animal 
grazing and farming. Researchers have also linked the 
findings to the remains of an ancient settle-ment in 
Çatalhöyük, a Neolithic site in southern Anatolia, which 
was excavated in the 1960s. The simi-larity between the 
sites suggests that settlers in the Anatolian planes 
migrated to Istanbul's shores some 8,000 years ago. If so, 
the finding reshapes the image of Istanbul as a city begun 
by the Romans and suggests it is much older than 
2,800 years. "Istanbul's history," Dr Karamut has said, 
"must be erased and be rewritten." 
     The excavations are proceeding with no sign of 
abating. More than 750 archaeologists continue to 
unearth, examine, catalogue and conserve findings in a 
project that began in a 58,000 square metre space and has 
since expanded. When all is said and done, Dr 
Karamut says there are plans to build an archaeological 
park over the site that will exhibit the finds. 
The National (6 November 2008) 
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Archaeology Today      (cont’d) 
Archeologist Finds 3,000-year old Hebrew Text 
Jerusalem: An Israeli archaeologist has discovered what 
he says is the earliest-known Hebrew text, found on a 
shard of pottery that dates to the time of King David from 
the Old Testament, about 3,000 years ago.  Professor 
Yosef Garfinkel of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
says the inscribed pottery shard, known as an ostracon, 
was found during excavations of a fortress from the 10th 
century BC.  Carbon dating of the ostra-con, along with 
pottery analysis, dates the inscription to time of King 
David, about a millennium earlier than the famous Dead 
Sea Scrolls, the university said.  The shard contains five 
lines of text divided by black lines and measures 15 by 15 
cms, or about 6 inches square. 
    Archaeologists have yet to decipher the text, but initial 
interpretation indicates it formed part of a letter and 
contains the roots of the words "judge," "slave," and 
"king," according to the university. That may indicate it 
was a legal text, which archaeologists say would provide 
insights into Hebrew law, society, and beliefs.  The 
researchers say the text was clearly written by a trained 
scribe.  The shard was discovered at the Elah Fortress in 
Khirbet Qeiyafa, about 20 miles south-west of Jerusalem. 
The fortress, measuring 2.3 hectares (about 5.7 acres), is 
the earliest-known fortified city of the biblical period in 
Israel.  Excavations began there in June. So far, just four 
percent of the site has been excavated, the university said. 
    Because the ostracon is similar to that found in other 
Israelite settlements, and because no pig bones were 
found at the site, archaeologists say the site was likely 
part of the Kingdom of Judea. Jewish dietary laws forbid 
the eating of pork.  Among the artifacts found at the site 
are more than 100 jar handles bearing distinct 
impressions, which may indicate a link to royal vessels, the 
university said. Such a large quantity found in such a small area 
is unprecedented. 
    The site of Khirbet Qeiyafa is located near the place 
where the Bible describes the battle between David and 
Goliath -- the Elah Valley, which shares its name with the 
fortress.  Garfinkel said it is the only site in Israel in 
which to investigate King David.  "The chronology and 
geography of Khirbet Qeiyafa create a unique meeting 
point between the mythology, history, historiography and 
archaeology of King David," he said. The Dead Sea 
Scrolls are the earliest-known copies of the Bible, some 
dating back about 2,000 years.  It is widely believed that 
the first set of Dead Sea Scrolls was discovered in 1947 
by a Bedouin shepherd who ventured into a cave in the 
Judean Desert in search of a lost sheep or goat.  
    The texts, written on crumbling parchment and papyrus, 
were found wrapped in linen inside earthen-ware jars.  
CNN  October 30, 2008 
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Swedish Archaeologists Find Iron Age Wooden 
Artifacts 
A team of archaeologists digging near the planned 
expansion of a roadway have uncovered 1,700 year old 
artifacts made of wood, making them some of the oldest 
man-made wooden objects over discovered in Sweden. 
The find was made near Älvängen in western Sweden 
and provides additional clues about how farmers in the 
region lived during the Iron Age. 
     "We've found hundreds of wooden objects, including a 
wooden wheel. We're coming much closer to the people 
of the Iron Age [with this find]; we're really getting up 
close and personal," said Bengt Nordqvist, an 
archaeologist from the Swedish National Heritage 
Board (Riksantikvarieämbetet) to the TT news agency. 
Archaeologists began exploring the area in connection 
with plans by the Swedish Road Administration 
(Vägverket) to expand a section of the E45 roadway. 
The area once served as the only waterway connecting 
the sea to a system of inland lakes make up present day 
Lake Vänern, one of Sweden's largest lakes. As a result, 
it has attracted settlers and traders from the Stone Age 
right up to modern times, according to the board. 
     The wooden artifacts were found buried in damp and 
oxygen-deprived clay and have required archaeologists to 
take extra steps to ensure their finds can be properly 
preserved once removed from their muddy surroundings. 
Additional digs just to the north include an excavation of 
remains from the Bronze Age and another, which covers  
settlements from the latter part of the early Stone Age. 
The Local (23 October 2008) 
  
Exceptional Archaeological Discovery in Brittany 
During the Heritage Days held on 20 and 21 September, 
the Museum of Prehistory in Carnac (Brittany, France) 
publicly unveiled the exceptional archaeological dis-
covery at Saint-Pierre-Quiberon. They found four long 
polished axes and a submerged menhir alignment, dating 
from the early Neolithic period (fifth millennium BCE). 
     The axes were discovered August 2007. While 
collecting shellfish on the Rohu du Petit-Saint-Pierre-
Quiberon beach, two tourists and their child discovered 
four axes in the water. This discovery led a team of 
archaeologists to conduct research in the area of Saint-
Pierre-Quiberon, which enabled them to find an 
alignment of 45 submerged menhirs, confirming the 
importance of the Neolithic site. The curator of the 
Museum of Prehistory in Carnac, Emmanuelle Vigier, 
confirmed that it was an exceptional discovery, no other 
collectioon of this magnitude had been found in the area 
since the nineteenth century. The axes from the Neolithic 
show that there was an elite able to obtain this  
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Archaeology Today      (cont’d) 
Exceptional Archaeological Discovery in Brittany 
type of object, a very hierarchical society, much more 
than previously thought just a few years ago.  The axes 
can be admired at the Museum of Carnac (Place de 
la Chapelle). 
Novopress (23 Sept 2008), Celtic Myth Podshow (7 Oct 2008) 
 
Mine From Time of King Solomon Found  
    The fictional King Solomon's Mines held a treasure of 
gold and diamonds, but archaeologists say the real mines 
may have supplied the ancient king with copper.  
Researchers led by Thomas Levy of the University of 
California, San Diego, and Mohammad Najjar of Jor-
dan's Friends of Archaeology, discovered a copper-
production center in southern Jordan that dates to the 
10th century BC., the time of Solomon's reign. 
    The discovery occurred at Khirbat en-Nahas, which 
means "ruins of copper" in Arabic. Located south of the 
Dead Sea, the region was known in the Old Testament as 
Edom.  Research at the site in the 1970s and 1980s 
indicated that metalworking began there in the 7th 
century BC., long after Solomon.  But Levy and Najjar 
dug deeper and were able to date materials such as seeds 
and sticks to the 10th century BC. 
    "We can't believe everything ancient writings tell us," 
Levy said in a statement. "But this research represents a 
confluence between the archaeological and scientific data 
and the Bible."  Their findings are reported in Tuesday's 
issue of Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences.   
Copyright © 2008 The Seattle Times Company Oct 27, 2008 
 
New Archaeological Discovery Rewrites Earliest 
Chinese Characters Dating 
Inscribed animal bones and jade pieces unearthed in  
Changle County of eastern Shandong Province are 
earliest examples of Chinese characters dating back 4,500 
years ago, the latest archaeological studies show.  The 
discovery broke the record for the previous earliest 
known  examples of Chinese characters, the inscribed 
animal bones and  tortoise shells, known as the oracle 
bones, of the Shang Dynasty (1600 BCE-1100 BCE), by 

more than 1,300 years. The oracle bones were 
major discoveries at the Yinxu in Anyang of central 
China's Henan Province. 
    Li Laifu, the Shandong Oracle Scripts Association 
president, said the inscriptions may be left by the Dong-yi 
people who lived in what is today's Shandong Prov-ince 
as early as 8,300 years ago. They made birds as their 
totem. However, archaeologists speculated from the 
bones' color, structure, and degree of their petrifac-tion, 
that the scripts had existed for about 4,500 years. Unlike 
other inscriptions dated earlier than the oracle bones, 
these scripts are in a considerable number and are 
systematic. Their structures also follow certain rules. He 
reckoned the oracle bones found in Henan may inherit 
some characters from the newly-found scripts. However, 
he denied they were for divination use. The bones and 
jade don't bear deviation marks such as drills, or chisel 
and burn traces, so the writing maybe for keeping records 
of events. 
    The discoveries were named the "Changle bone 
scripts" after the place where they were found. Though 
they could not be translated at present, archaeologists 
believed they may provide valuable evidence in the 
studies of the evolution of ancient Chinese characters, 
and to reproduce a picture of an ancient society that was 
barely known. Oracle bones were first unearthed in the 
late 19th century at the ruins of Yin (Yinxu) in Anyang, 
capital of the Shang Dynasty (1600 BC-1100 BC). Yin 
was the ancient name for the Shang Dynasty. The ruins 
were listed as an UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2006  
Xinhua News (25 October 2008) 
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