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Fig 1 Mongolia, No Scott # ,Issued  2007   
 

In the 13th century, the “blue 
skies of Mongolia” 
encompassed the largest land 
empire in history.  Arising 
from a fragmented region of 
steppe nomads, the Mongol 
Uls (Turkic “Ulus” = group of 
peoples) controlled Eurasia 
from Budapest to Pusan, 
including Kievan Rus, Iran, 
Central Asia and China.   
 
Originator of these conquests 
was Temujin (Blacksmith) 
[ca.1167-1227],  told by his 
Shaman  that  Tengri, supreme 
Mongol  deity,  had   ordained 
him to rule the world. 
Having consolidated the tribes 
into a nation, Temujin in 1206,   

assumed the title Genghis Khan (Fig. 1 / Fig. 2).  More correctly, this should be transliterated Chinggis Khaan 
(Oceanic Ruler), but Genghis Khan has become the English norm. 
 

   
   Fig 2 Mongolian currency obverse                   Fig. 3   Mongolian currency reverse, yurt village 
 
Campaigns were led by the Great Khan in person, or by a son who traveled in a wagon mounted Ger drawn by oxen 
(Fig. 3).  Command was indicated by a standard or flag called a Tuk (Fig 4).  This was a pole bearing nine white 
horsetails, surmounted by a trident emblematic of a sacred fire. 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
 
I hope everyone had a nice Holiday Season.  In December we 
had Hanukkah, Christmas and Eid Holidays.  Early January 
the Orthodox caught up with Christmas.   
  
In 2007 I managed to pursue Mr. Tut and Dr. Hawass in 
Philadelphia – at different times.  This year I hope to stay a 
little closer to home 
  
This year we are beginning with the Mongols, the bane of the 
Chinese.  Also upcoming will be articled on the Great Wall 
and the beginning of the Fire Department in Ancient Rome.  
Most of the Wall was built to keep the Mongols out, whereas 
Emperor Hadrian built a wall to keep MY people out.  Nobody 
in my household likes the Romans, that include my feline 
companion Hannibal. 
  
I hope to find time to write an article about Abu Simbel for 
OWASU.  I have a small exhibit on the subject which has 
garnered as high as Vermeil.  The problem is cutting it down 
to size.  If I am successful, it should run in the October issue, 
when I go over the usual weight. 
  
I can use some help if anyone would like to do the new issues, 
or help with them.  If anyone likes to cruise the new issue 
dealer sites let me know and we can work something out. 
  
Also need some articles!  Anyone out there interested in 
Greece?  Got stamps?  I need articles from 2 pages to 6 pages.  
I prefer 3 or 4 stamps per page as illustrations, and I have been 
known to steal them from the internet or for the article on 
Zheng He I copied the new issues from the year before, and 
there was one article I got all the illustrations from a stamp 
dealer site – except one stamp!   
  
Why not make a New Year Resolution to write an article for 
OWASU, or for your favorite philatelic publication. 
  
Now, would anyone like to know what has gone wrong this 
issue (something always goes wrong, whether it’s a problem 
scanning, getting information, fitting everything in or . . .)  I 
am now typing on a new keyboard.  I don’t like it.  They now 
come in one-size-fits-all and nothing for “petite”.  Oh well, 
guess I’ll get used to it and get my speed back up to 90 wpm 
in a few weeks.  This space is getting smaller and smaller with 
all the computer parts.  Hey! New Year’s Resolution:  clean 
up den and get rid of everything that has not worked in the last 
5 years.   
 
Hope everyone got something philatelic for Christmas! 
 

Caroline 
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By Gerald J. Gallagher            (continued from page 1) 
 

        
     Fig 4, Scott #304, 7/20/62          Fig. 5, issued 2006, no Scott # 

 
 
The tradition of equine art in Mongolia dates back to at least 1000 BC 
with the erection of Deer Stones, monoliths carved with antlered 
creatures believed to honor chieftains lose in combat.  The Tuk was 
always borne near the Khan (Fig. 5), accompanied by a Maccara 
drummer, whose camel mounted kettle drums gave orders to the 
Tumens (units of 10,000) and subordinate commands.  Mobility was 
the key to Mongol success, with their legendary horses and remount 
supply being effective in all theaters except the deserts of the eastern 
Mediterranean littoral.  Their advance was finally halted due to 
political issues and the lack of extensive grazing grounds, at Ain Jalut 
(Goliath’s Spring).  Fought near Nazareth, Israel on September 1260, 
this battle, won by the Mamluk army of Egypt, broke the spell of 
invincibility the Mongols had cast for six decades.  Contem-porary 
Mongols still revere the horse which forms the central device of the 
former (Fig. 6) and current national seal (Fig. 7). 
 

 
Fig. 7 Current National Seal of Mongolia 

 

      
Fig 6, Russia Scott #4258, Nov 14 1974   Fig. 8  Scott #1308, March 30, 1983 

The Ger command center 
was an enlarged version of 
the felt home of the 
Mongols.  Or circular form, 
the roof and walls are 
supported by 81 wooden 
poles, 9 and its multiples 
being considered lucky.  
Perfectly adapted to the 

(continued on page 4) 
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Under the Command & Guidance of Heaven . . .  
Aspects of Mongolian Culture 
By Gerald J. Gallagher            (continued from page 3) 
 
steppe landscape, the Ger (Fig. 8) is easily collapsible for transport between seasonal grazing areas.  The Ger until 
recently, was knows in the west as a Yurt, a medieval term for ‘homeland’ or ‘domain’.  With its entrance facing 
south, a Ger shelters a single family with the usual domestic furnishings, and an altar to Buddhist and traditional 
deities.  

 

 
The Mongols of the Empire Period were 
noted for their religious tolerance.  
Applique work is prominent in Mongol 
domestic arts, meander and knot motifs 
being common.  The Mongolian armed 
forces use knot patterns in their grade 
insignia, eg. Huranda (Colonel) shown in 
Fig. 9 at left. 

Fig. 9 
 
As a nomadic, tribal people the Mongols had little need 
for record keeping, but following the early conquests, 
Genghis Khan formed an administrative body directed 
by Uighur scribes.  The Uigurs trace their lineage to 
ancient inhamitants of the Taklamakan Desert gegion, 
their features comgining Caucasian with Turkic/oriental 
influences.  To write Mongolian an Altaic language, the 
Uighurs adapted their vertical script (Fig. 10).  
Ultimately deriving from Aramaic, the lingua franca of 
the ancient near east, Sogdian became a script 
commonly used in central asia in the first millennium 
AD.  Spoken in what  us now Uzbekistan, Sogdian was 
used in oasis and trading posts of the Silk Road, 
becoming the alphabet of inscriptions in the Singkiang-
Uighur region.  While the spoken language is now 
extinct, the script; modified to be written vertically with 
joined letters, is used in both Mongolia and the Inner 
Mongolian Autonomous Region of China. 

     
Fig 10a     currency           Fig. 11, Scott #174 9/1/59 

 
Mongolian may also be written in Chinese characters, and in a Tibetan derivative, Phags-Pa.  Developed by a 
Lama, the symbols are a form a seal script which links and heavily stylizes archaic characters (Fig. 11).  Seals of 
officials of the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) of Mongol dominated China are extant in this script. 

   

 
Following Mongolian independence in the 1920s, Latin lettering was introduced 
(Fig. 12), but the political influence of the Soviet Union led to the adoption of 
Cyrillic.   
 
Since the passage of the USSR into the dustbin of history, Mongolia has used both 
historical and modern orthographies as in provincial seals (Fig. 13).  
 

(continued on page 5)
Fig. 12, Scott #68 1932, 
Mongolian Soldier 
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By Gerald J. Gallagher            (continued from page 4) 

 
Fig. 13,  Provincial Seals 

 

     
Fig 14a, #305 July 20, 1962        Fig. 14b 
Tablets with Inscriptions     

The breadth of the 
Empire, and the pro-
trade policies of the 
Khans, led to 
extensive use of the 
Paiza (Fig. 14a/b).  An 
elongated metal plate, 
the Paiza bore an 
image of a Khan or 
deity at the top, and 
inscriptions in verticle  
Mongol.  

 
The bearer of a Paiza was guaranteed safe conduct throughout Mongol territory.  This tradition was maintained by 
subsequent authorities, as in this Korean Paiza shown below, of the 18th century (Fig. 15). Issued by the Royal 
Inspectorate of the Yi Dynasty, the obverse shows the number of horses an officer was permitted to take at 
government outposts, while the reverse bears a test and the seal of the issuing authority. 

           
                Fig. 15, Korean Paiza                 Fig 16, franked with #33 (blue) issued 1926 and grey #44a issued  

         7/19/27, green stamp in corner is Chinese. 
(continued on page 6) 
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Under the Command & Guidance of Heaven . . .  
Aspects of Mongolian Culture 
By Gerald J. Gallagher            (continued from page 5) 
 
Prominent on Mongolian stamps from the beginning (Fig. 16), the Soyombo appears on the national flag, adopted 
February 1992 (Fig. 17) below. 
   

 

 
Based upon a combination of folk traditions and 
Lamaist imagery, the Soyombo is capped by a three 
tongued fire, with the sun and crescent moon 
beneath recalling ancient animist religion.  The 
triangles are pointed downward spear heads, 
emblematic of death to Mongolia’s enemies, while 
the horizontal bars recall the balance which should 
revail between rulers and populace.  
 

Fig. 17  Flag of Mongolia, adopted Feb. 1992 
 
The well known Yin-Yang symbol is enhanced by eyes which make the two halves into fish.  Mongols view fish as 
exemplars of wisdom because they never close their eyes.  The column is supported by vertical rectangles 
symbolizing the fortress-like strength and unity of the Mongol nation.  Notable among contemporary usages if the 
Medal of the Golden Soyombo (Fig. 18). 
 

 

The Great Khans are revered by all Mongols, with 
the ruins of the Empire’s capital, Karakorum, the 
centerpiece of the Orkhon Balley Cultural Landscape.   
The premier award of Mongolia is the Order of 
Genghis Khan, established 2002 (Fig. 19).   
 

 
Fig. 19, The Order of Genghis Khan 
 
The inscription surrounding the portrait is in Uighur 
script classical Mongol.  Behind the Khan is the blue 
of heaven, under whose command and guidance the 
Mongols rode to greatness.   

Fig 18,  Medal of the Golden Soyombo 
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Hadrian’s Wall  -  A UNESCO World Heritage Site 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
Hadrian’s Wall is an ancient Roman stone and masonry wall, constructed to protect the northern boundary of 
Roman Britain against hostile tribes. Emperor Hadrian of Rome ordered its construction c. AD122.  
 

 
Booklet cover, 6/15/93, From the "Roman Britain" series. 

 
The wall extended 117 km (73 mi) from Solway Firth to the mouth of the Tyne River and was about 6 meters (20 
ft) high and about 2.4 meters (8 ft) wide. A military road ran along the south side of the wall, and a series of heavily 
garrisoned forts and sentry posts were built along its length. The wall also marked the frontier of Roman civil 
jurisdiction. A few sections of Hadrian's Wall remain standing in present-day Great Britain.  It is considered a great 
monument to the power - and limitations - of the Roman Empire. 
 

       
Great Britain #2280, 4/21/05   Australia #2369         Italy #447, 7/14/42 
World Heritage Series;  Hadrian's Wall joint issue        Julius Caesar 
 

At the time of Julius Ceasar's first 
small invasion of the south coast of 
Britain in 55 BC, the British Isles, 
like much of mainland Europe was 
inhabited by many Celtic tribes 
loosely united by a similar 
language and culture. Ceasar 
returned the next year and 
encountered the 4000 war chariots 
of the Catevellauni in a land 
"protected by forests and marshes, 

and filled with a great number of men and cattle." He defeated the Catevellauni and then withdrew, though not 
before establishing treaties and alliances, beginning the Roman occupation of Britain.  
 

 
Great Britain #1502, 6/15/93.   
 

Nearly 100 years later, in AD43, the Emperor Claudius sent Aulus Plautius and 
about 24,000 soldiers to Britain to establish control under a military presence.  
The subjugation of southern Britain proceeded fairly smoothly by a 
combination of military might and clever diplomacy, and by AD79 what is now 
England and Wales were firmly under control, though the far North remained a 
problem.  However, the Emperor Vespasian decided that what is now Scotland 
should also be incorporated into the Roman Empire.  Claudius in shown on a 
stamp from the “Roman Britain” series from a gold coin found at Bredgar. 
 

(cont’d on page  8 )
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Hadrian’s Wall  -  A UNESCO World Heritage Site 
By Caroline Scannell  (cont’d from page  7) 
 
Under his instructions the governor of Britian, Julius Agricola, 
subdued the Southern Scottish tribal clans, the Selgovae, Novantae 
and Votadini by 81 AD. Further to the North lived loose associations 
of clans known collectively as the Caledonians. Agricola tried to 
provoke them into battle by marching an army into the Highlands 
eventually forcing a battle with the Caledonian leader Calgacus in 
present day Aberdeenshire at a place called Mons Graupius. 30,000 
Caledonians were killed, but the Roman victory was a hollow one, for 
the next day the surviving clansmen melted away into the hills, and 
were to remain fiercely resistant and independent. 
 
By the time Hadrian became Emperor in AD117 the Roman Empire 
had ceased to expand.  Hadrian determined that the frontiers of the 
Empire should stay as they were when he succeeded and worked to 
consolidate his boundaries.  He visited Britain in AD122, and ordered  

 
          Great Britain Scott #1503; 6/15/93 
          A bronze head of Emperor Hadrian,  
          found in the River Thames.  From  
          a set of four stamps "Roman Britain". 

a wall to be built between the Solway Firth in the West and the River Tyne in the east "to separate Romans from 
Barbarians".  
 
About World Heritage Sites and Hadrian's Wall 
Hadrian's Wall was inscribed a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987, meeting three of the UNESCO criteria: 

• Bearing an outstanding testimony to a past civilization; 
• Being an outstanding example of a building and technology which illustrates a significant stage in human 

history; and 
• Being an outstanding example of land use, which is representative of a culture. 

 
The invasion of Britain in AD43 under the emperor Claudius was probably motivated by his desire to gain 
credibility for himself after his unpopular predecessor Gaius or "Caligula". After the initial campaign, the Roman 
army moved gradually northwards, mostly reacting to outbreaks of opposition from hostile tribes. 
 
In AD70, under the new emperor, Vespasian, the Romans decided to conquer the whole island, having controlled 
only as far as the north of England. Despite a resounding victory in AD83 at Mons Graupius, in what is now 
northern Scotland, the Romans could not sustain the advance and withdrew in stages to the Tyne-Solway isthmus 
by around the year AD100. Here a chain of forts connected by a road, known to us as the Stanegate although the 
Roman name is unknown, formed the limit of occupation for 20 years. 
 
 
More Information Regarding Hadrian’s Wall, courtesy Hadrian's Wall Country 
The solution adopted by the Romans across northern Britain was a wall, built in stone in the eastern half of the 
isthmus, but from the river Irthing westwards it was initially built of stacked turf. The stone wall was initially built 
10 Roman (3m) feet wide, but after two years of construction the width was reduced to between 6 and 8 Roman feet 
(2.5m). In places, such as at Planetrees the narrower wall was constructed on the prepared broad foundations. 
 
North of the Wall, except where natural topography made it unnecessary, ran a V-shaped ditch, up to 6m wide and 
2 m deep. At intervals of 1 Roman mile were fortlets (known as milecastles) attached to the rear of the Wall, with 
gateways through their north and south sides. These were approximately 20m square and accommodated possibly 
30 soldiers. 
 
Between each mile castle and spaced one third of a Roman mile apart were towers built into the width of the Wall 
and projecting south of it. They were probably for observation and possibly signaling. Probably two years into the 
building  of  the Wall  it  was  decided  to  add  sixteen  forts,  mostly attached to the Wall. These provided the main  
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More Information Regarding Hadrian’s Wall, courtesy Hadrian's Wall Country    (cont’d) 
garrison of the Wall, each fort accommodating between five hundred and a thousand auxiliary troops, cavalry, 
infantry and mixed units. 
 
Enclosing these military features to the south was a ditch with a flat bottom and virtually perpendicular sides, 
flanked by turf mounds on both sides, known as the Vallum. This created a zone behind the Wall, between a few 
meters and almost a kilometer wide, entry from both north and south was controlled by the Roman army, with 
crossing points over the Vallum only at each of the forts on the Wall.  Civil settlements flourished outside the forts, 
containing shops, workshops, inns, bath houses, temples, and a variety of other buildings to serve the soldiers' 
needs. The soldiers' pay attracted traders to settle outside the forts and some of these settlements grew to the size of 
small towns. Beyond these were the cemeteries. 
 
The Wall itself as a continuous barrier stopped at Bowness on Solway, but beyond regularly spaced forts, "mile-
fortlets" and towers extended the defences down the Cumbrian coast, certainly as far as Maryport. Three forts 
beyond Maryport are known and included within the WHS - Moresby, Burrow Walls and Ravenglass. 
 
Over time a number of changes were made. In the latter half of the 2nd century a large proportion of turrets were 
demolished, the north gateways of milecastles were reduced in width and a new road, the Military Way, connected 
the forts, milecastles and turrets. Probably late in the 2nd century the Vallum went out of use. 
 

President’s Message 
Merle Farrington is taking a break for the holidays, wishes everyone the best and for a prosperous philatelic year 
ahead.  The club is doing well; we add several new members every year but so far this is only able to offset those 
who must drop their membership because of age-related problems.  For a while we were getting new members 
through the website, then we got them at shows, now they turn up all sorts of places.   
 

Club News 
Many of our members make a donation to the club when renewing their membership.  The officers would like to 
thank the following members for their very generous donations: 
Mr. Frederick D. Randt 
Mr. Gerald Gallagher 
Dr. Frederick Skvara 
Mr. Michael Lubrano 

Mr. Hugh W.Johnston 
Mr. Jeffrey S. Brottman 
Mr. Dan Nicholas 
Mr. George Grabon 

Ms. Barbara Soper 
Mr. Vincent Benkovitz 

Thank you for your generous support. 
 
A special thanks for all of you who have written articles during the past year.  If is articles from members who 
make the journal. 

New Digs 
 

Costa Rica;  Pre-Columbian 
artifacts, jade, gold and stone figures.  Issued 2007. 

 
Cyprus; Pygmy hippo bones from 10,000 BC and 
artifacts.   Issued 2007. 
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New Digs 

           
France       French Andorra           Germany; Frontiers of the Roman Empire UNESCO 
Golden military Gallic     Prehistoric era (3,500 BC-2nd century BC)    World Heritage Site, Issued Oct 11, 2007, artifact.  
Issued 2007.                         Issued 2007. (available at Keimar stamps)       Scott #2459 
 

    

 

 
Ireland’s Viking Heritage Souvenir Sheet issued 
August 7, 2007 stamp & s/s 

Ireland 
 

 
Italy;  Rome as Capital, depicting  
the Forum; issued April 21, 2007, 
Scott # 2808 
 
 
Luxembourg: Roman Mosaic of Vichten, Sheetlet of 5 
Different (4 Octagon Shaped Stamps each with 2 motifs and 
1 Diamond Shaped in center); Issued Sept. 3, 1007, Scott # 
1224 a-e 
a- Thalia & Euterpe    b- Terpsichore & Melpomene    c- Clio 
& Urania    d- Polymnia & Erato   e- Calliope & Homer (in 
center). 

        Luxembourg 

 
 

 Mauritius 
Page #10                                                                                                                                        The Old World Archeologist / January 2008 



New Digs 
 

 
Mauritius, June 22, 2007, Scott # 1041-4 
(stamps are shown on previous page) 
 

   
 

  
Malta;  Prehistoric Sculptures, issued  Feb 28, 2007 
 

 
Salvador; Archeology Setenant of 4 
depicting different archaeological 
sites; issued 2007 
 

 
Serbia Museum Exhibits 2007 (UNESCO) 
 
 

   Slovenia    Archeological Finds; Flute 
Issued; Nov 23, 2007 
 
On November 23, 2007, Slovenia issued the above souvenir sheet 
commemorating the 1995 excavation of the Bone Flute from the Divje 
Babe Cave. This possibly could be a musical instrument made by the 
Neanderthal man. For more details, please visit Divje Babe Cave. 
This item along with first-day covers is available from member Mary 
Rathbone of Keimar Stamps.  (See Press Release at end of this 
section) 

 

The Oldest Flute  (from a press release) 
     In 1995, the excavations of the archaeologists of the Scientific Research Center of the Slovene Academy of 
Sciences and Arts (SRC SASA) unearthed a perforated thigh bone (femur) of a juvenile cave bear (Ursus spelaeus) 
from the cave bear bone accumulations of the Divje Babe I Cave Site situated over the hamlet of Reka in western 
Slovenia.  
     The artifact discovered was later recognized as possibly the oldest flute in the world, dating back to the middle 
of the last Ice Age, which began 115,000 years ago and ended with a long-lasting warming 10,000 years ago. 
Slovene and American scientists determined its age by analyzing the succession of cave sediment layers containing 
other artifacts from that period and climate records, and by using the Electron Spin Resonance (ESR) dating.  The  

(continued) 
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New Digs 
The Oldest Flute  (from a press release) (continued) 
sediment layer housing the bone flute was thus estimated at about 55,000 years. 
     The last Glaciation was the age of Neanderthal man. Until the arrival of modern humans 45,000 years ago, 
Neanderthals were the only human occupants of Europe, which means that the flute could only be produced by 
them. This sheds new light on Neanderthals and their cultural capacity, bringing them closer to our direct ancestors 
- fully modern humans - who manufactured and used similar bone flutes after their arrival to Europe. While the 
capacity of modern humans to manufacture musical instruments is an uncontested fact, many doubt that the 
Neanderthal man possessed the same ability. This is the reason why the Slovene archaeological find, which is 
10,000 years older than the oldest uncontested bone flute, unleashed a long national and international debate among 
scholars, shaking the very foundations of some of the common perceptions of the Neanderthal man. The status of 
the artefact as a flute became disputable. Doubts were voiced about the explanation of the artificial (human-made) 
origin of the holes. It was suggested that they are more likely to be the result of natural causes, in particular bites 
from ancient carnivores rather than Neanderthal construction, which is a complete nonsense in this case.  
     Still, no matter how we interpret this unexpected find, which is admittedly unique both in time and place, it is 
the fact that it is truly the oldest of its kind, and the possibility that the find could be the flute cannot be ruled out 
based on the current evidence. 
Ivan TURK, Institute of Archaelogy, SRC SASA, Ljubljana  
 

Future New Digs 
I noticed an announcement in Linns Stamp News of January 7th that Germany is planning to issue a stamp for the 
Nebra Sky Disk.  Articles about this have appeared in Archaeology today.  The stamp is slated for issue October 
9th 2008 and will be worth 55euros.  
 

New Digs Updates, from previous issues of the Old World Archaeologist 
The New Seven Wonders issues from Portugal; 3 sheets were issued, each having 7 stamps and one label; each of 
the sheets depicts a different site in the running for the new 7 wonders; all were issued June 14, 2007. 
Scott # 2924;  a/ Vila Vicosa Ducal Palace; b/ Roman Temple, Evora; c/ Pena National Palace, Sintra; d/ Queluz National 
Palace, Sintra; e/ Jeronimos Monastery, Lisbon;  f/ Belem Tower, Lisbon;  g/ Sagres Fort, Vila do Bispo. 
Scott # 2925;  a/ Christ Convent, Tomar;  b/ Almourol Castle, Vila Nova da Barquinha;  c/ Alcobaca Monastery;  d/ Obidos 
Castle;  e/ Mafra Convent & Basilica;  f/ Marvao Castle;  g/ Monsaraz Fortifications. 
Scott # 2926;  a/ Guimaraes Castle;  b/ Mateus Palace, Vila Real;  c/ Sao Francisco Church, Porto;  d/ Clergymen Church & 
Tower, Porto;  e/ Coimbra University Palace;  f/ Conimbriga Ruins, Condeixa-a-Nova;  g/ Batalha Monastery. 
Each sheet is given a Scott value of $6.00, all 3 for $18.00. 
 
Portugal s/s shown in July issue with one stamp depicting a map of Europe, issued July 7, 2007 has been given 
Scott #2939 and a value of $8.25. 
 
Editors Note:  These are called “7-Wonders of the World” and in no way are any relation or replacement for the 
“Seven Wonders of the Ancient World”.  But wouldn’t a small one frame exhibit be nice to show the difference? 
 

Bosnia & 
Herzegovina  Scott # 594, Bear 
Figurine 3500BC  From October 
issue; issued June 1, 2007 
 
 
 
 
Page #12 

Egypt  Scott 
#2003, Diplomatic Relations 
Egypt/Nepal From October issue; 
issued July 16, 2007 
 
The Nepal issue with different 
design, depicting Mountains of 
Nepal and Pyramids of Egypt has 

been given Scott # 793, issued July 
24, 2007. 
 

Macedonia  Scott #395, 
Megalithic Observatory Mold for 
Amulet From October issue, issued 
Jan 31, 2007 
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New Digs Updates, 
                                                                                                                                         
Mexico s/s honoring Chichen Itza; 
Scott #2543a-e; a/ Pelota 
Ring,Jaguar Temple, Serpent Head.  
b/ Colonnade.  c/ Observatory.  d/ 
Castillo, Jaguar Head.  e/ Chac 
Mool   From October issue; issued 
July 13, 2007. 

 

Turkey  Scott #3037-40, 
Hittite Artifacts From October 
issue; issued Mar 30, 2007 
 

Scott Stamp Monthly lists an item 
from Croatia depicting the Gabela 
Archaeological Site, assigning Scott 
#173; issued May 12, 2007, but I 
am unable to locate any illustration 
of this stamp. 

 

Archaeology Today 
 
Tut's Face Displayed for First Time 

 
Scott C206 

 
Zahi Hawass, secretary general of Egypt's Supreme Council of Antiquities (center), joins 
workers around the stone sarcophagus of King Tutankhamun in the boy pharaoh's 
underground tomb near Luxor, Egypt, on November 4, 2007. 
     Tut's mummy was moved on Sunday from the coffin inside his burial chamber to a high-
tech glass display case about 30 feet (9 meters) away in the tomb's antechamber.  The transfer 
marks the first time the famous mummy has gone on public display, a move that is expected to 
increase tourist visits to Egypt's famed Valley of the Kings. 
     The new display will also help preserve the ancient body, which experts say had been 
deteriorating rapidly because of exposure to heat and humidity. 

 
Lucy Up Close  
November/December 2007 by Blake Edgar 
A paleo-celebrity's contributions to evolutionary science 

 
(Courtesy Houston Museum of Natural Science)  

     The first time Lucy left Africa, she flew coach, 
snugly wrapped in tissue and foam inside a naugahyde 
bag at the feet of her finder, anthropologist Don 
Johanson. It was 1975, and she was Cleveland-bound 
for a few years of scientific scrutiny. 
     More than three decades later, the 3.2-million-year-
old paleo-celebrity has returned with an entourage and 

fanfare becoming her status. Billed as "the world's most famous fossil," she is the centerpiece of Lucy's Legacy: 
The Hidden Treasures of Ethiopia, a new exhibition at the Houston Museum of Natural Science.  
Older hominid fossils have been unearthed; other contenders challenge her central place on our family tree as the 
common ancestor to our genus, Homo. But Lucy, a de facto ambassador for her species, Australopithecus afarensis, 
remains a key reference point in the human fossil record, from a time when humanlike hips, not big brains, were the 
big evolutionary event.  
     "Lucy is as important today as she was 30-plus years ago," says Penn State anthropologist Nina Jablonski. 
"Before Lucy, we really had no idea that 'early' hominids were small and very apelike in most attributes. 
Paleoanthropology has never been the same." 
     As one of the few hominid skeletons ever found, Lucy offers insight into how her species lived. The riverside 
forests she inhabited had trees to climb for food or shelter, but Lucy's kind may have gathered in large groups on 
the ground, based on bones from 13 A. afarensis individuals found together at one site.  
     Although Lucy's visit comes at the Ethiopian government's behest, it has sparked controversy. Some scientists 
fear the fragile skeleton might be damaged, which is why the Smithsonian Institution declined to host the show. 
While Johanson shares concern for the specimen's safety, "seeing the original Lucy," he believes, "will surely 
heighten public awareness of human origins studies."  
Blake Edgar is a contributing editor to ARCHAEOLOGY and coauthor of From Lucy to Language.  
© 2007 by the Archaeological Institute of America 
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Archaeology Today 
Roman Grotto Linked to Mythical Founder 
November 20, 2007  ROME, Italy (AP)  

 
Italy 1997. 2750th anniversary  
foundation of Rome 

 
Archaeologists unveiled an underground grotto believed to have been revered by 
ancient Romans as the place where a wolf nursed the city's legendary founder 
Romulus and his twin brother Remus. 
     Decorated with seashells and colored marble, the vaulted sanctuary is buried 52 
feet inside the Palatine hill.  For the past two years, experts have been probing the 
space with endoscopes and laser scanners, fearing that the fragile grotto, already 
partially caved-in, would not survive a full-scale dig.  

     The archaeologists are convinced that they have found the place of worship where Romans believed a she-wolf 
suckled Romulus and Remus, the twin sons of the god of war Mars who, according to legend,  were abandoned in a 
basket and left adrift on the Tiber.  To this day, the twins are the symbol of Rome. Romulus founded the city, 
becoming its first king after killing Remus in a power struggle. 
     Ancient texts say the grotto known as the Lupercale -- from "lupa" Latin for she-wolf -- was near the palace of 
Augustus, Rome's first emperor, who was said to have restored it, and was decorated with a white eagle.  That 
symbol of the Roman Empire was found atop the sanctuary's vault, which lies just below the ruins of the palace 
built by Augustus.   
     Augustus, who ruled from the late 1st century BC to his death in the year 14, was keen on being close to the 
places of Rome's mythical foundation and used the city's religious traditions to bolster his hold on power.  The 
Lupercale must have had an important role in Augustus' policies. He saw himself as a new Romulus. 
     Andrea Carandini, a professor of archaeology at Rome's La Sapienza University and an expert on the Palatine, 
said the grotto is almost certainly the Lupercale.  "The chances that it's not are minimal," said Carandini, who did 
not take part in the dig. "It's one of the greatest discoveries ever made."  Though most of the sanctuary is filled with 
earth, laser scans allowed experts to estimate that the circular structure has a height of 26 feet and a diameter of 24 
feet, Croci said. 
     Archaeologists at the news conference were divided on how to gain access to the Lupercale.  It was announced 
that a new dig would start soon to find the grotto's original entrance at the bottom of the hill. Carandini suggested 
enlarging the hole at the top through which probes have been lowered so far, saying that burrowing at the base of 
the hill could disturb the foundations of other ruins. 
     The Palatine is honeycombed with palaces and other ancient monuments, from the 8th-century BC remains of 
Rome's first fledgling huts to a medieval fortress and Renaissance villas. But the remains are fragile and plagued by 
collapses, leaving more than half of the hill, including Augustus' palace, closed to the public.  ulture Minister 
Francesco Rutelli said the first area to benefit from an extensive, $17.5 million restoration of the hills' ruins will be 
Augustus' palace, scheduled to reopen in February after being closed for decades. 
Copyright 2007 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.  
 
Neanderthal-human Hybrid 'A Myth' 
Did modern humans interbreed with Neanderthals and, if so, did the  mating result in a half-human, half-
Neanderthal hybrid? The answer is  possibly 'yes' to the interbreeding but 'no' to the hybrid, according   
to the authors of a new study that is already making waves among  anthropologists. At the centre of the study, 
published in the  Journal of Human Evolution, and the current debate, is a 29,000 year  old Romanian skull that is 
one of the oldest fossils in Europe with  modern human features. But those features aren't quite a perfect  match 
with us, which has led some experts to suspect it was a cross  between a Neanderthal and a modern human. 
      That's not so, according to study leader Dr Katerina Harvati, a  senior researcher in the Department of Human 
Evolution at the Max  Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology and adjunct associate   
professor of anthropology at the City University of New York Graduate  School. "It differs from living people only 
in subtle ways, and  always well within the range of modern human variation," says   
Harvati, who worked with Max Planck Institute researcher Dr  Philipp Gunz and Professor Dan Grigorescu, from 
the University of  Bucharest. "It has, for instance, slightly heavier eyebrows than the   
average person, and is generally somewhat more robust than average,"  she adds, explaining that modern humans 
have gradually evolved to  become more slight and slender than upper Palaeolithic people were. 
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Archaeology Today 
Neanderthal-human Hybrid 'A Myth'    (continued) 
      She and her team took detailed 3D measurements of the Romanian  skull, called Cioclovina calvaria, and 
compared these with a similar  head shape analysis of Neanderthals, modern humans and fossils of   
other hominids. The researchers also studied animal hybrids and  developed an unprecedented list of proposed 
criteria for evaluating  whether or not a fossil specimen is a hybrid. "Cioclovina did not   
meet any of these criteria - a strong refutation of the hypothesis  that it represents a hybrid," Harvati says. 
      The researchers do not rule out that interbreeding  may have taken place. "Modern humans and Neanderthals 
are very  closely related species, so it is possible that, like living closely  related species of primates today, they 
could have interbred to a  limited degree," she says. "[If it occurred] it was probably a rare  event and the result was 
not significant in evolutionary terms." 
      Dr Ian Tattersall, curator in the Division of Anthropology of  the American Museum of Natural History in New 
York says he is  "thoroughly in agreement" with the new study. Professor Eric Delson,   
chair of the Department of Anthropology at Lehman College, City  University New York, also supports the 
conclusions, adding that, when  combined with recent genetic studies that have found "indications of   
low to nonexistent" levels of Neanderthal genetic imprinting on  modern humans, the new findings lead "us to 
reject widespread  hybridisation and thus a major influence of Neanderthals on later  human populations in 
Europe". 
 ABC, Discovery News (10 December 2007) 
  
Fungus Once Again Threatens Lascaux Cave Paintings 
For the second time in a decade, fungus is threatening France's most  celebrated prehistoric paintings, the 
mysterious animal images that  line the Lascaux cave in the Dordogne region of southwest France,   
scientists say. No consensus has emerged among experts over whether  the invading patches of gray and black mold 
are the result of climate  change, a defective temperature control system, the light used by  researchers or the carbon 
dioxide exhaled by visitors. But after  inspection by a team of microbiologists, the government has approved  a new 
treatment of the blemishes with a fungicide and ordered that  the cave be sealed off for as long as four months so 
that its  delicate environment can be stabilized. 
      The Lascaux paintings, with their astonishing array of animals,  are thought to be 15,000 to 17,000 years old. 
The early Europeans who  roamed this region used crushed minerals to create some 600 images in  red, ochre, deep 
brown and black, some so powerful and vivid that  they are considered among the finest examples of Paleolithic 
cave art. Since the paintings were discovered in 1940, however, their preservation has been a constant headache, 
with government officials  in Paris and the local authorities criticized for failing to ensure  their proper protection. 
By the late 1950s, the visitors' breath was blamed for the appearance of lichen and small crystals on the 
walls, prompting the government to close Lascaux to the public in 1963.  Since then, only five people per day, five 
days a week, have been  allowed to visit the underground gallery by special permission, and  tourists are steered 
into a replica of the cave complex nearby. The  replica, known as Lascaux II, opened in 1983 and now draws more 
than 250,000 tourists each year. 
      In the real cave, new problems arose in 2001, when officials in  charge of Lascaux decided to modernize the 
system regulating the  temperature and humidity. Soon after this work was completed, a white  mold began 
spreading rapidly across the cave ceiling and walls. At  first, the blame fell on the new air-conditioning unit and the  
clothing of the workers who installed it. Later studies suggested  that the fungus was probably already in the cave, 
although it might  have been awakened by the movement of workers and a related rise in  humidity. Some experts 
have pointed to climate change as a factor. 
      Whatever the reason for the problems at Lascaux, the white mold  outbreak in 2001 led the government to close 
it to all nonessential  visitors. It was so serious that, to stop the invasion, the floor was  covered with quicklime and 
scientists began treating the problem  chemically, said Marc Gauthier, president of the International  Scientific 
Committee for Lascaux, which was created as a result of the crisis. The new problem at Lascaux, however, does not 
appear to  be linked to the fungus. Described by experts as black stains, the  blemishes are in fact both gray and 
black and most are found in the  passages where the rocks are most porous and paintings had faded the  most long 
before modern man entered. While only a few stains have  affected the paintings, they have now been found in 
some 70 different  spots. 
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Archaeology Today 
Fungus Once Again Threatens Lascaux Cave Paintings    (continued) 
      Last year, The International Committee for Preservation of  Lascaux warned of the rapid spread of black spots, 
which are now  appearing where the traces of the fusarium fungus had been removed by   
scalpels. Two weeks ago, the International Scientific Committee for  Lascaux decided to try new methods. "Every 
treatment we have applied  had its own side-effects," said Anne Marie Sire, the curator  responsible for 
interventions in French caves. "We cannot touch the  figures with scalpels or chemicals, so now we will try to 
diffuse a  treatment in the air." 
      Since this summer, the stains have darkened and expanded,  although they are still in a limited area, and this 
shows that  Lascaux suffers from an illness that must be constantly treated. What  appears clear is that the discovery 
of Lascaux 67 years ago disrupted  an ecological balance that had helped preserve the paintings for  thousands of 
years. And Lascaux's continuous problems have served as  warnings for other sites that bear prehistoric art in 
central and  southern France. Some painted caves allow limited numbers of  visitors, and others, on privately owned 
land, are open by invitation  only. 
Source: The New York Times (9 December 2007) 
 
Swiss, EBay Stop Sale of 4,000-year-old Iraqi Treasure 
    A 4,000-year-old clay tablet authorities suspect was smuggled  illegally from Iraq was pulled from eBay just 
minutes before the close of the online auction, authorities said. Criminal proceedings have been launched against 
the seller, identified only as a resident of Zurich, officials said. 
    A German archaeologist had spotted the tablet bearing wedge-shaped cuneiform script on the online auctioneer's 
Swiss Web site, a government official said. The archaeologist alerted German authorities, who passed the tip onto 
their Swiss counterparts, said Yves Fischer, who directs the Swiss Federal Office of Culture's department on 
commerce in cultural objects. EBay Inc. stopped the auction on Dec. 12 "a few minutes before the end" of its 
bidding deadline, Fischer said. Zurich police then confiscated the small tablet - about the size of a business card - 
from a storage facility.  The tablet, which dates from around 2000 BCE was 'with great probability' smuggled out of 
Iraq illegally, government officials said in a statement. Fischer said the tablet had yet to be deciphered.      
Cuneiform tablets were used throughout the Middle East and ancient Persia during the last three millennia BCE for 
recording everything from great deeds of leaders to routine correspondence and bookkeeping.   
    Authorities "will now establish the facts to see what to do with the object," Fischer said. "If it's a tainted object, 
then the goal will be to return it to Iraq." The seller faces a fine of up to  $430,000 or jail time if convicted of 
breaking Swiss embargo laws on the transfer of cultural goods. 
Associated Press (19 December 2007) 
 

From the Web Site 
The website is updated regularly by webmaster Francis Adams.  This issue we will highlight the “New Digs” 
section.  Every year a new section is started and older articles and items are relegated to “Old Digs” 
New Dig News 
01/04/08  New 'Myths of the Norsemen' article recommendation. 
01/01/08  In celebration of the New Year, we extend our best wishes to all. 
See our 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007 'Old Digs' 
Old Dig News 
(January - December 2007) 
12/13/07  New 'First Emperor of China' article recommendation. Dennis Murphy, 5-6/07 Global Stamp News 
12/01/07  New 'Queen Nefertiti of Egypt' article recommendation. William Silvester, 5-6/07 Global Stamp News 
11/21/07  Update '4th Prehistoric Sciences Congress' commemorative cover. 
11/17/07  New 'Yuri V. Knorosov, First Maya Code Breaker' article recommendation. anon, 9-10/00 Codex Filatelica 
Remember to visit the website regularly; www.owasu.org 
Philatelic Slide Shows 
* Ice Age Art, ATA Program #67, 54 slides with narration, 1986 
Pyramids - Old and New, ATA Program #68, 46 slides with narration, 1987 
Just a note here, your editor has been informed that a new DVD program is available for Pyramids from the ATA. 
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