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Neanderthal - The Man Who Almost Was 
By Fran Adams & Caroline Scannell 
 
A special thanks to Mr. Fran Adams for use of his website which enabled me to illustrate this short article, and add 
some facts.  For more information please visit: 
www.boneandstone.com/neandertal_exhibit. 
 
In 1856 the first primeval man was discovered.  The 150th anniversary of the discovery of the “Neanderthal Man” 
was celebrated by an international congress held in Bonn from July 21st until July 26th, 2006. It was organized by 
the University of Bonn jointly with DEUQUA. The six day conference included five half-day symposia and a field 
trip. The symposia will covered:  

1. Outside Europe and Neanderthal Origins,  
2.   Neanderthal Palaeoenvironment,  
3. Neanderthal Lifeways, Subsistence and Technology,  
4. Neanderthal Anatomy, Adaptation, Physical and Cultural Variations,  
5. Neanderthals and Modern Humans.  

 

 
Illustrated prepaid postage meter, foreign airmail postcard rate to North America 

 
When fossilized bones were found in a German cave in 1856 and attributed to a prehistoric man, a violent rejection 
of the notion that humans had evolved from more primitive forms ensued and disputes abounded. Controversy 
continued until fairly recent discoveries convinced most researchers of fossil man's existence. Neanderthal is one of 
the most celebrated discoveries. They lived in Europe from approximately 105,000 until roughly 35,000 years ago. 
Recently, they were determined to be a distinct species and not our ancestors, although their physical form and 
behavior resemble modern humans. 
 

 
 
 
 

Disputes continued until recent discoveries convinced researchers of fossil man’s 
existence.  Neanderthals lived in Europe from about 105,000 to 30,000 years ago.  
They are not our direct ancestors, although aspects of their behavior resemble 
modern humans. 
The earliest discovery of Neandertal remains was in 1830 in Engris, Belgium, but 
they were not recognized until 1936. 
 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the Editor: 
 
In honor of the 150th anniversary of the discovery of 
Neanderthal Man, everyone seems to be writing articles about 
them.  I have found a nice tidbit for Archaeology Today about 
genentic tests being performed to determine the differences in 
DNA between HomoSapiens and the Neanderthals. 
 
I hope everyone had a good Holiday and is enjoying the New 
Year.  I always buy myself some stamps for Christmas.  Then 
I spend a few hours putting them into my albums.  Since 
topical albums are not easy to come by, and is there actually a 
good one out there?, I make my own pages.  I recently 
switched paper after more than 4,000 pages because the same 
paper has more than doubled in price and I find that todays 
photo copy papers are lower in acid than the high prices 
stationery! 
 
Since I always take the opportunity of dues collection to get 
some feedback from you, the members.  I have added a 
“letters to the Editor” section to this issue.  Also in this issue 
are the results of this year’s poll of favorites,  along with some 
of your comments.   
 
Most members renewed at the advanced rate.  Some were 
(what turned out to be) smart, having sent 2 years dues last 
year.  They turned out to save $5.00 in 2007.  Not a bad rate of 
interest.  Of course, that was before we found out in 
Washington that there would be another postal rate increase in 
2007.  Since the one in 2006 should not have gone through – it 
was to cover a shortfall that never happened, in fact the 
shortfall turned out to be a profit – I was surprised that another 
rate increase will take place in 2007. 
 
I am also in need of articles, need 2 page articles and 5 page 
articles.  The more philatelic elements the better but all stamps 
are okay.   Or recommend a website to get the illustrations. 
 
Okay, so I’m a year late, but you will notice an article about 
Neanderthal Man beginning on the cover.  I took this from Mr. 
Adams’ website, which is his one frame exhibit.  I cut 16 
pages down to 5 so is you have a chance, please see the entire 
exhibit online at www.boneandstone.com/neandertal_exhibit.   
 
The internet continues to be a good source for research.  It 
seems every day I find another site for stamps. We are 
gathering together some of this information and putting it on 
the website.   A surprising number are bi-lingual into English. 
 
Happy New Year! 

Caroline 
 

http://www.boneandstone.com/neandertal_exhibit


Neanderthal - The Man Who Almost Was 
By Fran Adams & Caroline Scannell      (cont’d from page 1) 
 
 

 

At left is a machine cancel with commemorative design 
honoring Jacques Boucher de Perthes, who discovered ice age 
stone tools in 1847 near Abbeville, France.  Discovery of 
these tools provided even more evidence for the existence of 
a prehistoric man. 

 
In 1848, Forbes Quarry, Gibraltar, produced a Neanderthal skull, which remained unrecognized until 1907, 
long after description of the German specimen in 1857. 
 

 

The first recognized remains of Neandertal were found in 1856 by 
a German road crew in the Neander Valley.  A local school 
teacher, Johan C. Fuhlrott recognized the bones as being unusual 
and of special interest.  Fuhlrott appears in the cancel at right. 
 
The bones’ origins were openly disputed and often attributed to 
mythological “Wild Men” or “Giants” of European folklore. 
The remains were also a serious concern for the church clergy and 
were often described as a victim of the “Great Flood” in an 
attempt to fit them into the religious teachings of the day. 

 

     
Finland Semi-postal    
Scott #B42, Jan 2 1942  
   

 
 

Homo-steinheimensis has features familiar in Tautavel.  He represents the most direct transitional form to the 
Neanderthal. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Meter at left shows 4-digit post 
code introduced in the late 
1960s, first class domestic letter 
rate.
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Neanderthal - The Man Who Almost Was 
By Fran Adams & Caroline Scannell      (cont’d from page 3) 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Neanderthals were typically 5’6” tall, stout, with a 
heavyset bone structure and an enhanced 
musculature. 
 
The skull exhibits a prominent browridge and a 
flattened cranium with a braincase larger than that 
of modern humans. 
 
France boasts the largest number of Neanderthal 
fossil remains sites uncovered to date in Europe.  
Discovered in 1910, the Old Man of La Chapelle-
aux-Saints fossil remains were initially incorrectly 
described.  This led to a belief that the 
Neanderthals walked in a stooped manner.  New 
evidence indicates he was a toothless 40-year old 
and suffered from arthritis of the spine. 

         
         Special Cancel for 71st anniversary 
            of discovery of skull. 
 
The Italian examples exhibit some physical characteristics similar 
to the more northern examples of western Europe and prove the 
species existed in different climates and many geographic 
locations. 
 
The Caves of Krapina in Croatia hold the largest single deposit of 
Neandertal remains with more than 70 individuals of all ages, 
children to adults.  (cancel at right) 
 
 
 
page 4 
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Neanderthal - The Man Who Almost Was 
By Fran Adams & Caroline Scannell      (cont’d from page 4) 
 
Neanderthal remains are also found outside highly populated western European areas and range from Israel 
in the south to Uzbekistan far to the east. 
 
Locally obtainable natural materials, mainly plant fiber and flint, were used to construct implements for tasks 
such as hunting, mining, and even tool-making.  Flint was used as a cutting tool as it can be developed into 
an extremely sharp edge. 
 

                     
airmail issue with   Italian cancel            special first day cancel honoring 
 printing date in selvage.                Soultre,a well known cave. 

 
Natural caves were ready made shelters for prehistoric man.  Neanderthal artifacts are plentiful and span 
thousands of years, which implies a continued residence by family groups. 

     
 
Evidence of medical practices are found at some Neanderthal sites.  Holes in the skull appear to be a result of 
surgery. 
 

         
   
page 5 
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Neanderthal - The Man Who Almost Was 
By Fran Adams & Caroline Scannell      (cont’d from page 5) 
 
Fire was a communal interaction for Neanderthal society.  To keep this valuable tool available for light, heat, 
cooking or to keep wild animals at bay, it had to be tended by group members. 
 
Modern research has determined Neandertals are not our ancestors through DNA testing.  They remain a distinct 
species, which disappeared about 30,000 years ago.  Neandertals also did not merge with the Homo sapiens lineage, 
as those tests proved. 
 
Modern man remains the sold survivor of all man-like species and continues to evolve using his brain and ability to 
develop technology. 
 
 

Results of Survey 
In order of popularity; The Pharos – Mother of 
Lighthouses by Barbara Soper,  The Greenland 
Norse:  An Archaeological Mystery by Andrew 
Morse, and Roman Germany by Caroline Scannell.  
Greenland Norse was the absolute favorite of one 
member, Mother Goddess Figurines on Stamps by 
Barbara Soper was the absolute favorite of two 
members.  The most votes went to Roman Germany, 
Pharos and Baalbek. 
 
Egypt is losing ground as a popular area!  The survey 
showed 10 members with interests in 10 different 
areas and no two alike!  2 members have a special 
interest in Asia, but the favorites are New World with 
5 votes, Early Man with 5 votes, then Egypt, Rome 
and Greece.  Among those miscellaneous items I 
found; Homer, 7 Wonders of the Ancient World, 
Prehistoric Art, Scandinavia, writing systems, 
UNESCO and others. 
 
For those interested in 7 Wonders, send me the 
Country and Scott Catalogue Numbers of 3 sets of 
stamps, or images on the stamps color photo copied 
on a black background such as a stock sheet and an 
article can be knocked out and run over several 
issues. 
 
I am always looking for ideas for articles.  I want to 
thank all the members who bothered to fill out the 
survey and especially those who added specific ideas.  
We also got several ‘member ads’ and they will run 
periodically in the next few issues wherever space 
permits. 
 

New World Archaeology:  This was discussed in 
Washington 2006 among the members who showed 
up for the meeting.  It was decided against.  
However, seeing the pattern in the member survey, 
this requires more discussion.  We can certainly add 
an article once a year.  In fact, most areas are covered 
once a year or less because there are so many of 
them.  Send me an article!  That’s how it will be 
covered. 
 
To the person interested in Mexico; next time I run 
into Mr. Rodriguez I will ask him if he can give me 
something.  I know nothing about Mexico and he is 
the only exhibitor on the subject I know.  I can leave 
word at the APS booth at the next MEGA to send 
him to me at the ATA booth.  If he shows up – here 
comes Mexico! 
 
Special Thanks to These 
Contributors! 
Some of you reached into your pockets and made an 
extra contribution to OWASU, for which we thank 
you.  Our biggest expense is ink, followed by 
postage.  Everything else is a very distant third.  The 
officers would like to thank to following people for 
their financial support: 
Frederick Randt 
Jeffrey Brottman 
Gerald Gallagher 
Hugh Johnston 
Dan Nicholas  
Stan Raugh 
Your support is greatly appreciated. 
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The First Americans  
By Stan Raugh 
 
The most exciting question in North American archaeology is: When did the first Americans arrive, where did they 
come from and who were they? 
 
For decades, the orthodox answer was that the “Clovis culture” represented the first Americans and they came to 
this country from Asia.   It must be true, there is even a postage stamp saying so (Scott C131). 
 

 
 
The stamp shows a first American crossing over the land bridge from Siberia to Alaska, presumably at the same 
time a convenient corridor opened up through Canada to allow people to walk into present day United States. 
 
As it happens so often in life, you make a postage stamp and they go and change the story...maybe. 
 
Archaeologists are now divided and most still hold to some variation of that theory–but there are challenges. 
 
For example, faint but increasing evidence indicates that there were people on our continent possibly 4,000 or more 
years before Clovis people.  Some think they came in boats along the arc of the glaciers, fishing and hunting sea 
life.  There may have been a kelp bed along the ice plates. 
 
The Clovis culture covered the entire United States, part of Canada and Mexico.  They had a full and somewhat 
distinctive tool kit of over 30 items including a well-made blade used for knives and spears that was lanceolate in 
shape and had a groove down the center termed a “flute.”  These blades were very well made with a noteworthy 
flaking style. 
 
Interestingly enough, an unfluted version of this blade can be found in Europe.  There are other similarities but 
about 4,000 years separates the end of the European Solutrean culture and the beginning of Clovis in North 
America.  Some archaeologists think this time gap can be closed as more digging is done. 
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The First Americans  
By Stan Raugh       (cont’d. from page 7) 
 
It has been suggested that immigrants could have just as easily boated around the glaciers sheets in the North 
Atlantic. 
 
It is possible that most early Americans came from Asia, but a few stragglers arrived from Europe.   
 
Some think, and I agree, that the peopling of the Americas is a much more complex story than just one major 
invasion of sub-arctic hunters following big game hunters over a temporary land bridge and down a narrow corridor 
into the lower 48.  Let’s just hope that pivotal sites that could reveal the answer still exist and can be excavated. 
 
 
Letters to the Editor 
 
Dear Caroline. 
I cannot get used to so many pages without 
illustrations or stamps in the back of each issue.  Why 
don’t you add color here? 
Eileen Meier 
 
Reply:  As a cost saving measure the last few pages 
are done in black.  I can simply run them through a 
photo copier and this saves money for the club.  I try 
to do the illustrations on the last page – mainly 
awards for the website and such, without color so I 
don’t actually have to print them but photo copy 
them.  I also use the Archaeology Today section to 
cover items I have no articles on, such as New World 
Archaeology.  -- Editor 
 
Dear Ms. Scannell: 
On page 12 of the (October) issue you mention the 
Turankhamun exhibit coming to Philadelphia in 
2/2007.  One point – the show is to be at the Franklin 
Institute, not the University Museum.  For those not 
familiar with Philadelphia, the Institute is near the 
downtown area at 20th Street and the Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway, while the University Museum is 
some distance away at 3260 South (it’s really 33rd 
and Spruce as streets have funny pathways in that 
area of Penn campus).  For our Egyptian specialist 
members, UPen is having a parallel exhibit, “Age of 
Amarna: which opened in November. 
Websites:  
http://www.kingtut.org/philadelphia/exhibition.htm  
for the Franklin Institute information and for Amarna  
http://www.museum.upenn.edu 
Gerald J. Gallagher 
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Reply:  Thanks very much Mr. Gallagher!  Mr. Tut’s 
photo is on the 8th avenue side of Madison Square 
Garden, which is visable from my office.  I have 
checked it out and you are 100% right.  -- Editor 
 
 
 
Member Ads/Requests: 
 
Does anyone have information or a picture of the 
Cairo fragment of the Royal Annals? 
 -- Sidney Schlain  c/o Editor this publication 
 
 
Wanted -- Stamps/Covers related to Early Man, 
Imperial Rome especially Emperors.  Also buying 
old letters related to Archaeology and Natural 
History. 
-- write Mr. Stan Raugh, 4217 8th Avenue, Temple, 
PA 19560-1805 
 
 
Wanted – Covers Meters, Errors and Varieties of 
stamps showing pre-historic mammals, especially 
Saber Tooth Cats. 
-- write Ms. Eileen Meier, 900 Cary Shop Road, 
Burkeville, VA 23922 
 
 
Wanted – Interested in buying any studies, exhibits, 
philatelic material, etc. concerning Alexander the 
Great and his world. 
-- write Mr. Dan Nicholas, danich04@msn.com or  
P O Box 625, Windsor, CA 95492 
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New Digs 

           
France, May 29, 2006           Italy, 2006 
Rouffignac Cave                   Greek Theater 
 

     
Korea (Rep), July 3, 2006 
Goguryeo Series (2nd), Ancient Architecture 
 

 
 

 
Mongolia, 2006  
Ghengis Khaan Souvenir Sheet (Horse) Made with 
Real Silk 800th Anniv. of the Great Mongolian State 
Souvenir Sheet in Folder  

 
issued imperforated (top) and perforated (above) 
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Colombia, 2006 
Gold Museum; Third in Series 
 

 
Guyana, 2006,  Scott #2677, 
Scientists (1993) Scientists: Leakey (prehistoric), 
Salk (Polio vaccine), Noguchi (Yellow Fever), Landsteiner 
(blood transfusions), Freud, Pasteur, Mme. Curie and 
Perrin (physics). 
 

    
 

  
Joint Issue – India & Mongolia -- 2006 
Ancient Art, Cave Paintings 
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New Digs 
 

 
 

    
 

   
Jordan  November 2006? 
Ancient Coins  -  s/s and stamps 
 

 
Poland,  June 20, 2006 
Joint Issue with China - Gold and Silver Artifacts 
 

    

  
Greece, 2006, Museum pieces 
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  Cambodia, 2005 
Not listed by Scott Found on Ebay Khmer Culture 
and various ancient buildings from Cambodia. The 
souvenir sheet is Phnom Ta Reach, other sites are 
Banteay Kdei, Ta Prohm, Angor Wat, Thommanon, 
and Elephant Terrace. 
 

 

 
Iraq, 2006  Ancient Civilization 
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New Digs 
 

               
Bosnia Herzogovina, 2006        Pitcairn Islands, 2006 – not UPU listed 
Ancient Civilization         FDC of early Pitcairn civilization 
 

Archaeology Today 
Neanderthal DNA 
As a boy in Sweden, Svante Paabo read everything he could about ancient civilizations. After powerful North Sea 
storms uprooted trees, he begged his parents to take him to archaeological sites to look for potsherds and other 
artifacts. When he was 13, his mother, a food chemist in Stockholm, yielded to her son's most frequent request: to 
visit Egypt. "It was absolutely fascinating," he recalls. 
     Paabo is director of the genetics department at the gleaming new Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary 
Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany.  He's a leader of the worldwide quest to explore the past by analyzing human 
DNA. He has helped show that human groups—southern Africans, Western Europeans, Native Americans—are 
closely related, despite superficial distinctions.  In summer 2006 Paabo announced that he and his co-workers were 
going to take the next—and biggest—step, in their effort to resurrect the genome of the Neanderthal, our distant 
evolutionary cousin, who went extinct 30,000 years ago.  
     Paabo landed his first academic post at the University of Munich in 1990. There he expanded his work on the 
DNA of ancient animals and plants—mammoths, maize, European cave bears. He also resumed his work on ancient 
human DNA; for example, he was part of the team that managed to sequence some DNA from the “Ice Man,” who 
was frozen into a glacier in the Tyrolean Alps more than five millennia ago and discovered in 1991. That success 
fired Paabo's ambition to take on one of the toughest questions in paleoanthropology: What is the nature of our 
kinship with extinct hominids? 
     Paabo decided to look for DNA in the original Neanderthal bones. Needless to say, the curators at the Rhineland 
Museum in Bonn, who are responsible for the fossilized bones, were not eager to let him take samples. Analyzing 
the bones would mean grinding up irreplaceable fossil material and dissolving it in chemicals. But Paabo persisted, 
and the curators finally agreed. A bone specialist sawed a half-inch chunk from the upper right arm bone of a 
42,000-year-old Neanderthal fossil. 
     The results, along with those of subsequent studies, indicated that Neanderthals contributed little, if any, DNA to 
modern humans. Instead, they appear to have been displaced by modern humans—the taller, more graceful 
creatures with round skulls and prominent chins who first appear in the fossil record in eastern Africa about 
200,000 years ago. The Neanderthals retreated into more remote parts of Europe before going extinct. Paabo's work 
means that during the thousands of years that Neanderthals shared the continent with modern humans, there was 
probably little interbreeding between the two groups. The same thing happened in other parts of the world: archaic 
populations of humans in Africa and Asia gradually went extinct without leaving an obvious genetic trace. 
     The apparent lack of interbreeding between archaic and modern humans means that we are a very young 
species—brash upstarts that overran the older and more established species of humans. "In a sense, we are all 
Africans, though some of us have gone to live in exile," Paabo says. To be sure, physical appearances changed as 
groups of modern humans moved into different environments.  As they moved into northern climates, natural 
selection appears to have favored lighter skin colors —  probably  because  lighter  skin  admits  more  sunlight  and  
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Archaeology Today 
Neanderthal DNA    (cont’d from page 11) 
 
thereby allows the body to synthesize sufficient vitamin D to endure long, dark winters. As a result, over many 
generations, the occupants of northern Europe and Asia gradually developed lighter skin than their ancestors. But 
these superficial differences disguise a remarkable genetic similarity. "Different subgroups of chimpanzees, such as 
those in eastern or western Africa," says Paabo, "have a much longer history of genetic separation than do, say, 
Chinese and Africans." 
Information taken from Smithsonian Magazine 
 
Dam to Drown 7000 Years of Iranian History  (shades of Nubia, 1960s) 
The never-ending story of a historical site being damaged due to development projects and dam constructions 
seems to never rest. This time, the same story is repeated for the 7000-year-old historical site of Mehr Ali Farsi in 
Fars province which was partly submerged as a result of inundation of Mulla Sadra Dam.  Although Iran's 
Archeology Research Center has issued a certificate for carrying out excavations in this historical site, the Ministry 
of Energy has refused to fulfill its commitments, seeking to immediately inaugurate the dam after its construction 
was completed. 
     "Mehr Ali Farsi is one of the most important archeological sites of Fars province and archeological excavations 
in this historical site could lead into revealing many unknown facts about the pre-historic period of Fars province.  
Some parts of the region have already been submerged and by the start of seasonal rains in less than three months, 
this historical site will be drowned up to 15 meters. 
     "We are determined to carry out our excavations in this historical site in the remaining three months to unearth 
and save as much as we can the historical relics which exist in this area. If the Archeology Research Center does 
not start excavations in the area, the historical site of Mehr Ali Farsi will soon be submerged due to inundation of 
Mulla Sadra Dam and starting of seasonal rains. 
     Enjoying an old civilization with numerous historical sites, Iran had already encountered bitter experiences due 
to construction of dams in different parts of the country where hundreds of  invaluable artifacts were lying. These 
included Sahand Dam in East Azarbaijan which will submerge the 6000-year-old Kul Tepe site, Alborz Dam in 
Mazandaran province, which caused irreversible damage to cultural heritage of the eastern part of Mazandaran 
province, the Karun Dam in Khuzestan province, Salman-e Farsi, Mulla Sadra, Marvasht in Fars province and the 
most sensational one: the construction of Sivand Dam in Fars province which will drown Bolaghi Gorge and all its 
historical sites in a near future. 
Source: CHN (2 July 2006) 
 

Shrouded 5000-year-old Child Unearthed in Iran 
The skeleton of a 5000-year-old child wrapped in a winding sheet was discovered at the foot of a wall in the Taleb 
Khan Mound, which is located near the Burnt City in Sistan-Baluchestan Province (Iran).  The skeleton was 
discovered in a room of a house, while remnants of a white cloth were found around it. The cloth shows that the 
child had been shrouded before burial.  It was common for children to be buried at home in prehistoric times, but 
what astounds the archaeologists is that the Taleb Khan Mound is located a short distance from the Burnt City and 
was one of the city's satellite villages, but the Burnt City has a cemetery separate from the urban area while the 
Taleb Khan site has burials in its residential area. The skeleton of the child has been sent to the Burnt City Research 
Center and a team of experts is carrying out botanical studies on pieces of the cloth at Zabol University. 
     The archaeologists discovered a similar burial at the site two years ago, but it had deteriorated and very little was 
left. The team has also discovered many pottery works as well as several slings and grey dishes bearing motifs 
similar to those on the dishes discovered at the Jiroft ancient site in Kerman Province. Four ovens for baking bread, 
which date back to about 2000 BCE, are some of the other important finds made at the Taleb Khan Mound. 
Source: Mehr News (19 December 2006) 
 
Ancient Tsunami Devastated the Mediterranean 
A volcano avalanche in Sicily 8,000 years ago triggered a devastating tsunami taller than a 10-story building that 
spread across the entire Mediterranean Sea, slamming into the shores of three continents in only a few hours. The  
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Archaeology Today 
 
Ancient Tsunami Devastated the Mediterranean   (cont’d) 
Mt. Etna avalanche sent 6 cubic miles of rock and sediment tumbling into the water-enough material to cover the 
entire island of Manhattan in a layer of debris thicker than the Empire State Building is tall. The mountain of rubble 
crashed into the water at more than 200 mph. It pummeled the sea bed, transformed thick layers of soft marine 
sediment into jelly and triggered an underwater mudslide that flowed for hundreds of miles. 
     To create their computer simulation, researchers at the National Institute of Geology and Volcanology in Italy 
used sonar-equipped boats to survey seafloor sediment displaced by the Mt. Etna avalanche. Their recreation 
suggests the tsunami's waves reached heights of up to 40 metres and maximum speeds of up to 720 km/h, making it 
more powerful than the Indonesian tsunami that killed more than 180,000 people in 2004. 
     Researchers have also linked the ancient tsunami with the mysterious abandonment of Atlit-Yam, a Neolithic 
village located along the coast of present-day Israel. When archeologists discovered the village about 20 years ago, 
they found evidence of a sudden evacuation, including a pile of fish that had been gutted and sorted but then left to 
rot. 
 

 
Sources:   Ker Than, LiveScience, Yahoo! News (1 December 2006) 
 
   

 

"A tsunami was not suspected before," lead researcher 
Maria Pareschi said. According to Pareschi, if the same 
tsunami struck today, Southern Italy would be inun-
dated within the first 15 minutes.  In one hour, the 
waves would reach Greece's western coasts. After an 
hour and a half, the city of Benghazi in Northern 
Africa would be hit. At the three and a half hour mark, 
the waves would have traversed the entire Mediter-
ranean to reach the coasts of Israel, Lebanon and Syria. 
     Avalanches and minor eruptions still occur on Mt. 
Etna today, but so far, nothing approaching the 
magnitude of the ancient event. "Should the Neolithic 
Etna tsunami have occurred today, the impact is 
tremendous because the Eastern Mediterranean coasts 
are very inhabited ones," Pereschi said. 
 

 

 

President’s Message 
The Getty Museum is having an exhibit of Tunisian mosaics, which looks impressive.  The book is a lofty $75, but in 
the spirit of the holidays, I will treat myself.  On the East Coast, some King Tut material will be appearing in 
Philadelphia.  This material has already been to a few other museums around the country. 
  
If you are unable to travel to see a special exhibit, consider obtaining the book that goes with the show, especially if it 
is in an area of collecting interest to you.  You can occasionally obtain a discount via Amazon.com, and free shipping 
if the price is right. 
  
Happy New Year to all.  Remember to write something about your specialty, and send it along to Caroline.  
 
 
*The Editor apologizes to the President.  I used the space allotted to you and had already started the print run before your column 
arrived.  It didn’t fit where I wanted to put it.  Ooops! 
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Archaeology Today 
 
1,600-year-old Roman Coffin Unearthed in London 
LONDON, England (AP) -- Archaeologists discovered a rare Roman sarcophagus containing a headless skeleton at 
the site of London's historic St. Martin-in-the-Fields church, authorities said December 1, 2006. The limestone coffin 
dates to about AD 410 and was 10 feet below the grounds of St. Martin-in-the-Fields near Central London's busy 
Trafalgar Square, outside the boundaries researchers had established for London's Roman city walls. 
   "The find has opened up an exciting new area of Roman London for study," said Taryn Nixon, director of the 
Museum of London Archaeology Service. "This gives us an extraordinary glimpse of parts of London we haven't seen 
before, particularly Roman London and Saxon London."  Excavators and archaeological teams discovered 24 medieval 
burial sites in the area above and around the Roman sarcophagus during work on the church grounds this summer. The 
discovery lies in view of the National Gallery art museum, Nelson's Column and the square.  
    The sarcophagus was made from a single piece of limestone from Oxfordshire or Northamptonshire, about 60 miles 
northwest of London. The skeleton, headless and missing fingers, is a 5-foot-6-inch man who died in his 40s. 
Researchers speculated Victorian workmen building a sewer stumbled upon the sarcophagus and took the skull. 
     Archaeologists made two similar finds in London during the 1970s and once at Westminster Abbey during the 19th 
century.  It was unclear if the burial was Christian or held by pagans, who populated the area, Swain said.  A $71 
million renovation and expansion project on the church began in January, and an entrance into a foyer and shop is 
planned for above the burial site, said architect Tim Lynch.  Other finds include a Roman tile kiln, Anglo-Saxon 
jewelry, false teeth, a copper bowl and a green-blue glass cup.  "I'm amazingly thrilled by the finds we have made and 
excruciatingly nervous we will find something so significant we will have to stop the (renovation) work altogether," 
said Rev. Nick Holtam, the vicar of St. Martin-in-the-Fields. 
Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
 

Awards 
 
AAA Teacher Forum  

11/18/06 
Congratulations! 
The Old World Archaeology Study Unit is a recipient of The Teacher's Corner Award of 
Excellence for Teacher Resource web sites. Not only is your web site visually appealing, 
but it is also informative and contains a number of resources for educators. Once again, 
Congratulations and keep up the great work! Your web site is a valuable asset to the 
online community. 
 
- Jennifer, AAA Teacher Forum 

 
 

 

Poetic Soul Award    12/28/06 
Hello, 
The content of the OWASU is of the biggest importance and seriousness, an 
excellent and very interesting place of research about the history of our 
civilization. Therefore it is with big please that I grant the Poetic Soul Silver 
Award to this important website, congratulations! - AS rating 4.0, WA-2, 
IWARA-Elite 4, APIRS 3, UWSAG 3. 
- Lupio Mundim 
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Teacher 

Resources  
Lesson Plans 

Bulletin Boards 

http://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html#AP
http://www.mundim.net/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/teacher-resources/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/teacher-resources/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/lesson-plans/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/bulletinboards/
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