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The Pharos Lighthouse of Alexandria, Egypt was the 
world’s first lighthouse and one of the Seven Wonders 
of the Ancient World.  Alexander the Great founded the 
city of Alexandria in 332 B.C. during his campaign 
against the Persians.  The Macedonian conqueror was 
much impressed with Alexandria’s double harbor and 
dreamt of one day making it a hub for Mediterranean 
trade. Whether he also envisioned a soaring lighthouse 
standing at the harbor’s entrance is unknown.  Alexander 
died in Asia Minor and his vast empire fell to his 
comrades-in-arms.  The decision to build the lighthouse, 
therefore, was not his but that of his successors. 

Alexander’s loyal general, Ptolemy I Soter, became the ruler of Egypt and is 
believed to have authorized the building of the lighthouse.  But construction was not 
begun until the reign of his son, Ptolemy II Philadelphus.  Ptolemy II acquired the 
famous sculptor Sostratus from the Greek city of Cnidus and asked him to begin 
work on the beacon.  The towering lighthouse was built in three sections and was 
surmounted by a dome and a statue of Poseidon holding his trident.  An Egyptian 
stamp (Scott C230) illustrates the lighthouse with an inset of the head of Alexander 
the Great. 

 
Egypt #C230 
May 20, 1998 
 

        
Congo #466    Mongolia #1888 

The name Pharos was taken from the island on which the 
ancient structure stood.  Soon the name of the island 
became indistinguishable from that of the lighthouse. In 
English, French, and Spanish, the word Pharos came to 
mean lighthouse.  When the beacon was dedicated in 279 
B.C., it was the tallest building in the world except for the 
Great Pyramid.  Faced with gleaming white marble, it 
soared to 384 feet, the equivalent of a  40-story office 
building.  It was depicted on many stamp issues that 
portrayed the Seven Ancient Wonders of the World.   

Aug 12, 1978    Sept 25, 1990 
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From the Editor: 
Happy New Year to all!  This is the year of the big inter-
national stamp show in Washington.  Remember to mark 
your calendar for the OWASU meeting Friday, June 2nd.  
As I write this we are scheduled for 3:00pm, but check 
when you get to the show.  There are such things as last 
minute changes. 

 
I hope everyone had a nice holiday and got what they 
wanted for Christmas – stamps, of course!  This year greets 
us with a postal increase of 2c on the first ounce of first 
class mail and 1c each additional ounce.  As I write this 
before Christmas I know I will not make it to the mail by 
January 8th, I’m shooting for the 11th. 
 
As you are aware, this publication garnered a Vermeil at 
the APS Literature Competition in Detroit last August.  I 
was given a list of things to do to improve the publication 
and have already started putting some into practice with 
this issue.  You will note that the pages are numbered a 
little differently.  The title is now followed by the 
publication date.  We also got a Silver from the Canadian 
National Philatelic Literature Competition.  They had 
pretty well the same recommendations. 
 
Now we’ll stay out of the literature competitions for a year 
and then try again and see if the improvements helped.  
The major improvement is at the bottom of each page, 
where you can now see the issue publication date. 
 
So what do YOU want to see in the Old World 
Archaeologist?  More on different sites? Maybe something 
on the Americas?  More Egypt?  Less Egypt?  More 
exhibits? 
 
The new issue section is thinner than it has been in a while 
this month.  But there are some interesting issues from 
Saudi Arabia, France and Thailand.   
 
I’m still tallying up the “votes” for favorite article, but so 
far there are 5 separated by 5 points from one end to the 
other.  The runaway favorite surprised me, my article on 
Petra was the favorite.  Only 3 members are planning to 
attend Washington 2006 with 3 more not sure.  Three 
people asked about New World.  Since the Meso-American 
Archaeology Study Unit has been disbanded 3 years, I can 
now add some American articles.  Only 4 members give 
permission to give out their names to dealers. 
 
 

 Caroline 
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By Barbara M. Soper                                              (continued from page 1) 
 

    
Cuba #3840            Hungary #2636 
July 30, 1997            Feb 29, 1980 
 
 

Among them were Congo (Scott 466) Mongolia (Scott 1888) 
Cuba (Scott 3840)  Hungary (Scott 2636) and Mali (Scott 
C133)  In their philatelic portraits, each nation represented 
the lighthouse differently, depending on which ancient 
authority they chose to follow. Although the Pharos existed 
for almost 1500 years, it did not last into the age of 
photography.  Its likeness had to be reconstructed from the 
accounts of ancient historians, the witness of long-dead 
travelers, and imperfect representations on coins and mosaics. 
 

 
Mali #C1333  
Dec 13, 1971  

An Alexandrian coin of the Roman Era 
appears on Greece (Scott 1208.)  It shows the 
Pharos, although not in accurate detail. A ramp 
leading up to the door is clearly visible, as are 
the windows of the first story.  But the 
representation on the coin does little to give a 
sense of the proportions of the various stages 
of the lighthouse.  Neither does it convey a 
sense of the building’s soaring height.  
 

 

 
Greece #1208 / July 23, 1977

 
Exactly what is known about the appearance of the world’s first lighthouse?  Most modern depictions follow the 
1909 reconstructive drawing of Hermann Thiersch, who published a book on the Pharos.  In Thiersch’s 
interpretation, the structure rested on a square foundation building.  Above that was the first tier of the 
lighthouse, which contained as many as 300 rooms and had windows that pierced the white marble exterior.  
Above that was a terrace, surrounded by a parapet wall, which apparently was an observation deck for ancient 
tourists.  At a higher level, was the second tier of the beacon, an octagonal structure that continued straight up. 
This tier also was provided with windows to light the interior. It too had a walled terrace at its top, which may 
have been a higher lookout point for tourists. Above the second terrace was the beacon’s lantern.  It was an open 
space surrounded by eight marble columns and surmounted by a dome with Poseidon wielding his trident atop 
it. Within the lantern, a great bonfire continuously burned. Some sort of reflector behind the fire beamed the 
light of the flames out to sea.  The reflector was rumored to be able to focus the sun’s rays and to set afire 
enemy ships approaching the harbor.   

   

A souvenir sheet from Tanzania (Scott 1640) shows 
the Pharos at night, its lantern acting as a guide to 
ships.  The core of the tower was hollow, so that 
fuel (presumably resinous wood) could be hoisted 
up to the lantern.  It is unknown what hydraulic 
mechanism was used.        
 
British novelist E. M. Forster did extensive research 
on both the Pharos and the city of Alexandria, 
Egypt, which he published in two books.  Forster 
claimed that the fabled lighthouse survived with its  
 

  (continued on page 4)
Tanzania #1640  /  Nov. 5, 1997 
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The PHAROS: Mother Of Lighthouses 
By Barbara M. Soper                                              (continued from page 3) 
       
form and functions unimpaired to the Arab conquest in 641 A.D.  Then a slow process of disintegration began.  
The lantern fell about 700 A.D.  The Arabs attempted to make repairs but were unsuccessful.  In 1100, the 
octagonal stage was toppled by an earthquake.  The bottom story survived much longer but only as a 
watchtower, on top of which was a small, square mosque. 
 

 
Morocco #830  /  May 9, 1997 
 

 
Egypt #1238  /  Jan 2, 1984 

The Moorish traveler, Ibn Battuta, shown on a Moroccan stamp (Scott 
830) was a witness to the once majestic beacon’s last days.  Battuta was 
one of the most traveled men of all time, setting off on a Haj in 1325 and 
not returning to his native Tangier until 24 years later.  Battuta saw the 
Pharos in April of 1326, at the start of his journey.  Despite its 
disintegrated condition, he was still impressed by the fabled structure.  
Returning to Alexandria in 1349, he saw the Pharos again and wrote that it 
was in “so ruinous a condition that it was impossible to enter it or to climb 
up to the doorway.”  Between his two visits, another earthquake had taken 
its toll on the structure.  Still another earthquake hit Alexandria in the early 
14th century and what remained of the  mother of lighthouses toppled into 
the sea.  A manuscript in a monastery at Montpellier, France gives the date 
of the destruction of the lighthouse as August 8, 1303. 
 
Today, Fort Qait Bey, an impressive structure in its own right, stands on 
the site of the ancient lighthouse.  It was built in the 15th century and 
incorporated some of the marble blocks from the collapsed beacon.  Fort 
Qait Bey is shown on an Egyptian stamp (Scott 1238.) 

 
Today, underwater archaeology is shedding new light on the old beacon.  The discoveries of Jean Yves 
Empereur and his Anglo-Egyptian archaeological team were the subject of a recent Nova episode on PBS.  The 
book Alexandria: the Sunken City by William La Riche also details their amazing underwater finds.  Great 
granite blocks, believed to be from the collapsed Pharos were, indeed, found in the sediment at the bottom of 
Alexandria’s harbor.  On one of the blocks, the Greek letters alpha, rho, tau, sigma and omega appeared.  
Empereur believes the letters were part of the lighthouse’s inscription; which read: 
 
 “Sostratus the Cnidian, Son of Dexifanos, 
 Dedicates this to the Savior Gods 
 On Behalf of Those Who Sail the Seas” 
 
But other amazing things were found on Alexandria’s harbor bottom as well--- 
Ancient foundation walls.  Colossal statues, believed to be those of Ptolemaic kings and queens. Gigantic 
sphinxes and obelisks, thought to have been transported to Alexandria from the Egyptian city of Heliopsis.  
What were these monumental pieces of architecture doing in close proximity to the Pharos?  Could there have 
been a Ptolemaic palace complex adjacent to Alexandria’s harbor?  John Yves Empereur believes that two of the 
colossi pulled from the harbor represented a Ptolemaic king and queen, possibly Ptolemy I Sotor or Ptolemy II 
Philadelphus and his wife. The statues may have stood on either side of the ramp leading up to the door of the 
Pharos. 
 
It must be remembered that the Ptolemies were Macedonian Greeks ruling over Egyptian subjects.  A German 
stamp (Scott 9N488)  shows that  the last Ptolemaic ruler,  Queen Cleopatra VII,  had features more Greek than 
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The PHAROS: Mother Of Lighthouses 
By Barbara M. Soper                                              (continued from page 4) 
 
Egyptian, reflecting the Greek dynasty from which she was descended.  In view of that, the Ptolemy Dynasty 
must have taken great pains to appear Egyptian and to honor Egypt’s pharanoic traditions. The importation of 
monumental architecture from Heliopsis may have been to “Egyptianize” the dynasty and to prevent the 
Ptolemies from being viewed as foreign occupiers. 
 

                     
         Germany 9N488.       Egypt #1407    Egypt #1494 
Bust of Cleopatra VII /  Jan 12, 1984    Nov 30, 1989     Sept 27, 1992 

 
The fabled Pharos may be gone, but its influence continues even today.  It has become a symbol of the city of 
Alexandria.  Two Egyptian stamps (Scott 1407 and 1494) both bear images of the Pharos.  One celebrates the 
50th anniversary of Alexandria University and the other a world festival held in Alexandria.  The Pharos was 
also the inspiration for Moslem minarets.  Many of the first ones were three-tiered, like the lighthouse.  To 
Arabs, the call to prayer from a tower of spiritual light is an inspired symbol.  The architecture of the Pharos was 
repeated all over the world, especially in the early 20th century when world’s fair architecture required soaring 
electrical towers to show off newly discovered electric lights.  In addition to greatly improving navigational 
safety, the mother of lighthouses left a profound influence on the world.      
 
 
President’s Message 
 
I hope you all have had a pleasant holiday season, 
and are ready to write several articles for Caroline 
to print this year. 
  
With the advent of color in our newsletter, the cost 
of publication has gone up.  Through the patience of 
our last two editors, they have been able to print at 
home, rather than go through a copy service.  Also, 
postage is up again this month.  At our meeting in 
Washington this May, one thing we will have to 
discuss is a dues increase.  We have had the same 
dues since the beginning of the organization, so this 
is not a surprise to you all.  The Board has 
discussed the subject a few times over the last five 
years, and has held the line, while watching the 
bank balance dwindle.  I do not think it will be 
more than a few dollars a year.  Certainly a bargain 

in relation to the increases we have seen from some 
of the other collecting organizations recently. 
  
We entered our newsletter in the Canadian Seventh 
National Philatelic Literature Exhibition this fall to 
see how we matched up.  There were 176 entrants 
in the various categories.  We received a Silver 
Award in the newsletter category, which is similar 
to the award we received this past summer.  The 
judges’ comments were similar.  Caroline has 
already planned a few changes in response to those 
comments. 
  
We look forward to seeing as many as possible of 
you in Washington in May, at our Friday afternoon 
meeting. 
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Borobudur Temple, Indonesia 
Edited by Caroline Scannell from information found on the internet 
 
Borobudur, the great Buddhist stupa (conical form) on Java (Indonesia), built before 800AD, was placed on 
UNESCO's World Heritage list in 1991.  
 

 
France, Scott #1636  Feb 24, 1979 / Save the Temple of Borobudur 
Campaign, UNESCO 

 
In 1814 Sir Thomas Stamford 
Bingley Raffles, the English 
Lieutenant Governor of Java, was 
informed of the existence of a huge 
monument called Chandi 
Borobudur. Raffles ordered Dutch 
engineer officer H.C. Cornelius and 
two hundred villagers to fell trees, 
burn undergrowth and dig away the 
earth that covered the monument.  
He visited Borobudur for the first 
time on May 18th 1815. 

 
In 1896 Dutch Colonial officials give the King of Siam eight wagon loads of statues and bas-reliefs from 
Borobudur, including five of the best Buddhas and two complete stone lions. 
 
From 1907-1911 the first major restoration project at Borobudur was begun by Theodor van Erp, a Dutch army 
engineer officer. Van Erp dismantled and rebuilt the upper three circular terraces and crumbling stupas. His 
team cleans many of the sculptures of moss and lichen.  
 

 
Continuous Design showing Frieze 
Indonesia Scott #B211-3  
Surtax added to fund restoration and repairs 
 

In 1948, the newly formed Republic of Indonesia 
made preservation of its deep and diverse cultural 
heritage a central priority. In 1965, Indonesia asked 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for advice on 
ways to counteract the problem of weathering at 
Borobudur and other monuments. In 1968 Professor 
Soekmono, then head of the Archeological Service 
of Indonesia, launched his "Save Borobudur" 
campaign in his efforts to organize a massive 
restoration project. 

In 1968, the Indonesian government and the United Nations, working through UNESCO, launch the "Save 
Borobudur" campaign. Over the next fifteen years, twenty million dollars are raised to support a bold plan:  
The complete dismantling and reconstruction of the lower terraces of the monument – stone by stone. 
Professionals from twenty-seven countries join their Indonesian counterparts to carry out the project. 
 
In the 1970's, with the help of UNESCO; money, resources and professionals from 27 countries were gathered 
together for the monumental effort to save the ancient temple. The plan was developed: to dismantle and rebuild 
the five square terraces from the base up; to clean each of the stones; and to reinforce the foundation, at the same 
time installing an efficient drainage system behind the walls and under the floors of the galleries.    
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Borobudur Temple, Indonesia 
By Caroline Scannell                  (continued from page 6) 
 
The top levels of the monument would remain in 
place, but every other terrace, gallery, carved panel 
and decorative detail was to be taken apart – stone-
by-stone. 
 
The actual work began in 1975. Over one million 
stones were moved and set aside like pieces of a 
massive jig-saw puzzle to be individually identified, 
catalogued, cleaned and treated for preservation. 
Borobudur became a testing ground for new 
conservation techniques, new procedures to battle 
the microorganisms eating away at the stone. Using 
state of the art techniques, experts in engineering, 
chemistry, biology and archeology all shared their 
skills to solve the multitude of problems. 
 
The monument was closed to public for ten years. 
The restoration cost twenty-five million dollars and 
took eight years of labor and unprecedented 
international cooperation to complete. The day-to-
day work was led by Soekmono, who personified 
the spirit of Borobudur and international 
cooperation. 
 
Over one million stones were moved during the 
course of restoration, and set aside like pieces of a 
massive jig-saw puzzle. Thirteen hundred carved 
panels were taken apart and individually cleaned, 
catalogued and treated for preservation. Borobudur 
became a testing ground for new conservation 
techniques – new procedures to battle the 
microorganisms eating away at the stone. Experts in 
engineering, chemistry, biology and archaeology all 
share their skills to solve the multitude of problems. 
The restoration took eight years of labor and 
international cooperation to complete. 
 
In the words of Professor Soekmono, the 
Indonesian archaeologist who directed the 
Borobudur Restoration Project: "Borobudur has 
resumed its old historical role as a place of learning, 
dedication and training. We might even conclude 
that the builders of the monument hoped and 
planned for such continuity. An excellent training 
program, either for the pilgrim-devotee or for the 
field technician, is always based on a wish, a 
fervent wish, that the trainee will achieve what is 
projected. For the ardent Buddhist it is the highest  

wisdom that leads to the ultimate salvation, and for 
the technician the highest degree of expertise that 
leads to the appropriate fulfillment of his duty. In 
both cases, Candi Borobudur is the embodiment of 
such a deeply felt wish. It is a prayer in stone." 
 

 
Indonesia #516 issued 1961 

 
Borobudur was built by Sanmaratungga in the 8th 
century, and belongs to Buddha Mahayana.  The 
overall height was 42 meters, but was only 34.5 
meters after restoration, and had the dimension of 
123 x 123 meters (15,129 square meters). There 
were 10 floors. The first floor up to the sixth floor 
was square, the seventh to the tenth floor were 
round.  Borobudur faces to the East with a total of 
1460 panels (2 meters wide each). The total size of 
the temple walls was 2500 square meters, consisting 
of 1212 panels full of carvings and reliefs. 
According to investigations, the total number of 
Buddha statue was 504 including the intact and 
damaged statues. 
 

 
 
The modern restoration techniques learned at 
Borobudur set the standards of preservation for 
future efforts throughout the world.  
 
Today at Borobudur, the work of archeologists and 
local stone carvers continues, using traditional 
Javanese methods to repair and replace the many 
damaged sculptures, including more than a few 
headless Buddhas. 
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New Digs 

           
Saudi Arabia – artifacts, including tablet of ancient writing & Ruins of ancient civilization located north near the 
Iraqi border.  
 

 
France UNESCO depicts Petra in Jordan 
Dec. 1, 2005 
This is an “official” stamp issued for use by the 
UNESCO office in Paris. 
 

 
Thailand,  July 28, 2004 
Unseen Thailand (Series 2) - Daend Cliff - Khao 
Phra Wihan National Park - Si Sa Ket 

Club News 
Sad News 
Just before Christmas I received news that one of 
the founding members of the Old World 
Archaeological Study Unit, and first editor of the 
Old World Archaeologist (I’m the third) died some 
time during the past year.  David Detrich was the 
editor of Old World Archaeology from 1977, when 
the first issue was published, unto June 1995. He 
was a very meticulous editor and writer. He wote a 
long series of articles on "The Treasures of 
Tutankhamun" , illustrated with many stamps and 
other postal material, some of which I was unable to 
purchase anywhere! His yearly indices to the 
magazine were thoroughly researched and proved to 
be most useful. He was never an accredited judge, 
but he should have been as he know so much about 
archaeology on stamps. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Transfer  (from former Treasurer)         $701.00    
Receipts  (dues checks plus donation)     271.00    

Sub-total             $972.00 
Less  Check charge   $23.40 
 

Partial payment to editor for postage, ink,  
paper, envelopes, etc. $400.00 

Sub-total      $423.40  
Balance 12/12/05   $548.60   

  

Washington 2006 

 
Oh my Gosh!  It’s really 2006!  You remember all 
that time we had?  Well, it’s gone!  Fran Adams, a 
Gold Award winning exhibitor, is busily working 
on the club frame, putting together the various 
sections that make up old world archaeology, from 
Pre-historic man to Greeks and Romans.  Several of 
us worked on the Egyptian section.  We will have a 
meeting room available on Friday afternoon 3-4pm.  
I was early enough to get our reservation in for date 
and time.  This will allow some time at the show 
and also arrange a dutch treat dinner after the show 
at a local restaurant.   I look forward to meeting 
many of you. 

Page  # 8                                                                                 The Old World Archaeologist / January 2006 



Alexandria Lighthouse Update! 

 
Lighthouse per ruins found underwater 

 
At the request of the Egyptian antiquities 
authorities, a preliminary study sponsored by 
UNESCO was conducted by the British underwater 
archaeologist Honor Frost in 1968. However, the 
site fell back into oblivion because of a lack of 
specialized archaeologists and the fact that the area 
was in a military zone. 
It was only in the 1990s that the lighthouse 
resurfaced. While shooting underwater scenes for a 
film on Hellenistic Alexandria, the Egyptian 
director Asmaa El-Bakri noticed a concrete dike 
being built on top of the ruins to protect Fort 
Quaitbay. The SCA was prevailed upon to suspend 
work and allow an archaeological mission to save 
the ruins. Since 1994, under the direction of Jean-
Yves Empereur, head of the Alexandria Study 
Centre, the mission has classified over 2,000 pieces. 
Funds were contributed by the Institut français 

d’archéologie orientale (IFAO) and Gedeon – a 
multimedia company which has produced a 
documentary in cooperation with the Louvre 
Museum, the cultural foundation of Elf Aquitaine 
and Electricité de France.   

The profusion of objects superposed from different 
periods – Pharaonic, Ptolemaic and Roman – 
complicate the job. But a computerized analysis of 
maps of the site and examination of each block has 
enabled them to distinguish two categories of 
findings. According to Empereur and Jean-Pierre 
Corteggiani, the presence of sphinx and 
hieroglyphic inscriptions can be explained by the 
Ptolemaic practice of reusing Pharaonoic vestiges, 
generally taken from Heliopolis (near Cairo). Some 
of these, mixed with Hellenistic and Roman 
elements were probably thrown into the sea at the 
end of the Roman period and at the time of the 
Mamelukes to protect the port of Alexandria from 
enemy attack. 

The other category of findings consists of much 
heavier blocks of granite – 49 to 69 tonnes. The fact 
that some were broken into two or three pieces 
indicates that they fell from a great height. 
Empereur’s team is convinced that these are 
remnants of the lighthouse. Several dozen pieces 
are currently on view in the open-air amphitheatre 
of Kom el Dikka, in Alexandria. 
Sophie BOUKHARI 
with Hala HALIM, Alexandria 
Published in UNESCO Sources, February 1997 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 
Caroline, 
The newsletter arrived today with very nice cancels. 
I am absolutely enamored with Jack Green's article 
/ exhibit. I worked on the same subject but was 
never able to put together enough material to get to 
a frame I consider even a beginning level. He's 
done a very commendable job with a difficult 
subject and it's a perfect area for a single frame. I 
just love mythology (right after Early Man), but 
simply don't work hard enough at it - guess I need 
to take a lesson from Mr. Green. I've not been lucky 

enough to see the exhibit in person, but will look 
for it and hope it's shown in California some time in 
the future. 
Francis Adams 
 
 
Hi Caroline: 
Congratulations on your awards won. You are 
doing a beautiful job editing OWA. 
Sincerely, 
George 

 
 
  Page  # 9                                              

                                    

 
 

The Old World Archaeologist / January 2006 



Archaeology Today 
Ancient Tablets Unearthed In Sivas 
Tuesday, October 11th tablets belonged to Hittite and 
Asurian trade colonies, and stone-relief of Hittite 
gods were unearthed during excavations in 
Kayalipinar ruins near Yildizeli town of central 
Turkish city of Sivas. German Marburg University 
Department of Archaeology Chairman Prof. Dr. 
Andreas Muller Karpe headed this year's excavations 
in the ruins.  During the 50-day excavations, tablets 
belonged to Hittite and Asurian trade colonies, and 
stone-relief of Hittite gods were brought to light.  
The Hittites were ancient people of Asia Minor and 
Syria who flourished from 1600 to 1200 B.C., they 
were supposed to have entered Cappadocia around 
1800 B.C. The Hittite empire, with its capital at 
Bogazkoy (also called as Hattusas), was the chief 
power and cultural force in Western Asia from 1400 
to 1200 B.C. Hittites used cuneiform script on their 
inscriptions. They also used the hieroglyph form on 
some inscription, intended for ordinary people to 
understand the contents easily.  
Source: TurkishPress.com (15 October 2005) 
 
Egypt Antiquities Smugglers Get up to 55 
Years in Jail  
A Cairo court sentenced seven people to up to 55 
years in prison after finding them guilty of smuggling 
antiquities abroad in the biggest such case in the 
country's history, judicial sources said.  Mohammed 
Abdul Rahim al-Shaer, an antiquities dealer, was 
jailed for 55 years for smuggling artifacts, bribery 
and encouraging officials to forge documents.  
Another dealer and relative of Shaer, Faruq Farag 
Abdul Rahim al-Shaer, was jailed for 42 years for 
illegal possession of trade in artifacts.  The court also 
ordered him to pay a fine of about 50,000 Egyptian 
pounds (8,620 dollars).  
Senior antiquities official Abdul Karim Mohammed 
Imam Abu Shanab was sentenced to 40 years and 
fined 50,000 Egyptian pounds. The court also ordered 
that he be dismissed from his job. Shanab was 
director of a department at the Supreme Council of 
Antiquities (SCA) responsible for tracking and 
recovering stolen Egyptian artifacts from abroad.  His 
main role in the ring, prosecutors charged, was to 
issue certificates claiming that the treasures were 
replicas to facilitate their expert. Mahmud 
Mohammed Abdul Rahim al-Shaer, an antiquities 
dealer from the same family as the first two  

 
defendants, was jailed for 30 years for smuggling 
hundreds of artifacts out of Egypt.  Prosecutors had 
tied members of the family to a cache of some 619 
rare pharaonic artifacts seized at London's Heathrow 
airport and returned to Egypt last October. The 
collection included an intact sarcophagus. Farag 
Farouq Farag al-Shaer, the fourth member of the 
family, received a prison sentence of 15 years for his 
role in smuggling the artifacts recovered from 
London.  The court acquitted three other defendants, 
two of them inspectors with the SCA and the third a 
customs official. Prosecutors had accused the ring of 
illegally exporting around 41,000 artifacts from the 
pharaonic, Islamic and Coptic Christian periods, most 
of them to France and Switzerland. The authorities 
recovered an estimated 57,000 pieces from the 
defendants after their arrest.  
Two years ago, Swiss authorities returned some 200 
Egyptian antiquities, including two mummies and 
statues, and fragments of statues representing the 
pharaonic gods Ptah and Sekhmet and the Greek 
goddess Aphrodite.  
The SCA has threatened to end cooperation with 
foreign museums and institutions that buy stolen 
artifacts.  
Source: TurkishPress.com (Tuesday, October 18, 2005) 
 
Camili Village Of Artvin Under Protection Of 
UNESCO 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific & 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) took Camili 
village of northwestern Turkish city of Artvin under 
protection of 'man and biosphere program' on 
Monday, October 17th. 
Following the meetings at UNESCO in June, 22 
places from 17 countries, including Camili village 
near Karcal Mountain near the Georgia border, were 
announced as regions having biosphere reserve which 
are under protection in the world. Camili village is 
known with its sensitivity towards environmental 
conscious, natural life, forests and vegetation. Turkey 
for the first time entered protection sites of UNESCO 
in this area with Camili village.  
UNESCO experts say that biosphere reserve is 
necessary to protect biological diversity, pursue eco-
system and learn changes in natural systems in time.  
Source: TurkishPress.com (Tuesday, October 18, 2005) 
(This follows up the article on Turkey’s many 
archaeological sites from January & April 2005 issues) 
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Archaeology Today 
Researcher: King Tut Drank Red Wine 

 
#1580 Jan 2, 1995 

LONDON, England (AP) -- King Tutankhamen was a red wine drinker, according to a 
researcher who analyzed traces of the vintage found in his tomb.  Maria Rosa Guasch-
Jane told reporters Wednesday at the British Museum that she made her discovery after 
inventing a process that gave archaeologists a tool to discover the color of ancient wine.  
"This is the first time someone has found an ancient red wine," she said.  Wine bottles 
from King Tut's time were labeled with the name of the product, the year of harvest, the 
source and the vine grower, but did not include the color of the wine.  Several clues led 
scientists to believe the wine may have been red: drawings from the time of grapes 
being pressed into wine were red and purple, for example. But the color of  

King Tut’s wine was impossible to verify until Guasch-Jane invented a process to detect a color compound not 
found in white wine called syringic acid.  To test her method, Guasch-Jane scraped residue from wine jars 
owned by the British Museum and the Egyptian Museum in Cairo. Two of the jars came from King Tut's tomb, 
discovered by English archaeologist Howard Carter in 1922.  Patrick McGovern, an American molecular 
archaeologist, said he has discovered grape residue in northern Iran that dates winemaking to 5400 B.C.  
Scientists believe the first wine discovered in Egypt, buried in King Scorpion's tomb in about 3125 B.C., was 
produced in Jordan and transported 500 miles by donkey and boat to Egypt, he said. Eventually, grapevines 
were planted in Egypt.  Research shows that ancient Egyptian kings and members of the upper class drank wine 
regularly, but common people consumed it only during festivals and special occasions, Guasch-Jane said.  Wine 
was offered to gods in ceremonies, and kings were buried with jars of wine and food similar to what they 
consumed when they were alive, she said.  Guasch-Jane first reported her findings in the academic journal 
Analytical Chemistry last year. 
Copyright 2005 The Associated Press. Wednesday, October 26, 2005; Posted: 3:44 p.m. EDT (19:44 GMT) 
 
Ancient Indian Burial Site Found in Riverhead Park 
Last week's stormy weather uncovered what experts said may be an important early American Indian burial site 
at Indian Island County Park in Riverhead (New York, USA). The site was spotted by a park supervisor after the 
Peconic River bank was eroded by heavy rains and high wave action, said Suffolk County Parks Commissioner 
Ronald Foley.  Archaelogists said that the site contained bones from at least two people believed to be Indians 
buried during the Early Woodland period, from 800 BCE to 800 CE. It also contained artifacts including a pipe 
and fragments of a bowl. The bones were given to consulting forensic anthropologist Vincent Stefan.  "The 
bones were in small pieces," said David Thompson, vice president of the Suffolk County Archaeological 
Association, who visited the site. "They were obviously burnt. There were charred pieces of skull and small 
pieces of a jawbone. The fact that they were cremated is a holdover from a culture that immediately preceded 
the Early Woodland which was called the Transitional Culture." In addition, Thompson said, "there was an 
exquisite ceramic pipe that was nearly perfect and had very interesting geometric detail on it. It was obviously 
used; it had burn marks on it. It was about four inches long." Thompson added "there was also some broken 
pottery ... a very early type of pottery that would make it an Early Woodland burial." 
Stefan, a professor at Lehman College in the Bronx (NYC) and a forensic archaeologist for the county, said 
"there wasn't enough of the remains to make a determination if they were Native American. All I was able to 
conclude was that I had fragments of remains for two or three individuals who had been intentionally burned or 
cremated."  Stefan said he would need more complete skeletal remains or additional artifacts and possibly 
further systematic excavation to determine the race or ancestry. 
Foley said the county would be consulting with leaders of the Shinnecock Reservation in Southampton, the 
nearest active American Indian group, on the proper thing to do with the bones and site. "In many cases the best 
thing you can do to preserve an archaeological site is to bury it and seal it up. We haven't made a final decision 
and are researching our options to make sure we do it right."  This is the first significant American Indian burial 
ground uncovered since a Shelter Island resident uncovered remains two years go. Shinnecock leaders have been 
trying to work out a policy for Shelter Island and other towns on what to do with such discoveries. 
Source: Newsday.com (27 October 2005) 
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Archaeology Today 
More on those Hobbits 
'Hobbits' may be earliest Australians 
The tiny hobbit-like humans of Indonesia may have 
lived in Australia before they became extinct about 
11,000 years ago. The startling claim comes from 
archaeologist Mike Morwood, leader of the team 
that in 2003 uncovered remains of the 1m-tall 
hominid at Liang Bua cave on Indonesia's Flores 
island. 
They believe the pint-size person - known officially 
as Homo floresiensis and unofficially as the 'Hobbit' 
- was wiped out by a volcanic eruption that spared 
their Homo sapiens neighbours. Speaking at a 
public lecture in Perth, Professor Morwood from 
the University of New England in Armidale, NSW, 
raised the prospect that Hobbits colonised Australia 
before Aboriginal settlers arrived about 60,000 
years go. He suggested that the Hobbits may have 
been pushed out by the bigger people, in part 
because their population was too small to compete. 
He suggested that further field work at sites in 
Indonesia and northern Australia could provide 
answers.  But one of Professor Morwood's 
colleagues on the discovery team was surprised by 
the notion of Hobbits in Australia. "It's the first I've 
heard about it," said Bert Roberts, a dating expert 
with the University of Wollongong."Call me a wet 
blanket, but I'm not sure where Mike thinks he's 
going to excavate." Professor Roberts said 
conditions during the north Australian wet season 
meant that small, ancient remains were unlikely to 
have survived.  He noted that no early human 
remains have been unearthed in northern Australia 
and said that even the remains of the giant 
prehistoric animals, the mega-fauna, were scarce. 
"Realistically, there's one cave on the planet with 
the remains of this species. How about looking 
some place close to Liang Bua cave," Professor 
Roberts said. There is also the troubling question of 
how the Hobbits would have travelled south from 
their Indonesian homeland. To date, there's no hard 
evidence they could sail or raft. 
Professor Morwood's surprising suggestion follows 
a recent report in the journal Nature that the team 
has been denied exploration permits to excavate at 
Liang Bua cave, although other sites are approved. 
"We're waiting for the dust to settle," said Professor 
Roberts, referring to a long-running dispute with 
Indonesia's senior paleoanthropologist, Teuku Jacob  
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of Gajah Mada University in Yogyakarta. Professor 
Jacob, who temporarily snatched the Hobbit re-
mains, claimed the creature was a deformed human 
and wished to work at the cave to prove his point. 
Source: The Australian (8 December 2005) 
  
Stone Age Cemetery, Artifacts Unearthed in 
Sahara 
Brian Handwerk for National Geographic News (October 
21, 2005) 
Archaeologists have excavated a trove of Stone Age 
human skeletons and artifacts on the shores of an 
ancient lake in the Sahara. The seven sites include 
an extensive cemetery and represent one of the 
largest and best preserved concentrations of ancient 
skeletons and artifacts ever found in the region, 
researchers say. Harpoons, fishhooks, pottery, 
jewelry, stone tools, and other artifacts pepper the 
ancient lakeside settlement. The objects were left by 
early communities that once thrived on the former 
lake's abundant fish and shellfish. "They were 
living on a diet rich in catfish, mollusks, and 
shells," said Paul Sereno, a University of Chicago 
paleontologist and National Geographic Society 
Explorer-in-Residence.   "It was a place you could 
walk out the door of your hut amid the sand dunes 
and perhaps see hippos, elephants, giraffes, and 
crocodiles," he added. Sereno led a team of 
dinosaur fossil hunters that first discovered the 
archaeological site in 2000. The paleontologist 
returned to the site this September with an 
expedition co-led by Italian archaeologist Elena 
Garcea. The researchers found shells scattered on 
the dry lakebed and thousands of fossilized 
vertebrae from catfish that likely grew six feet (two 
meters) in length. The remains "indicate that there 
were perennial waters in the area, and that certainly 
must have been one of the reasons so many people 
were attracted to it," said Garcea, speaking by 
telephone from her office at Cassino University in 
Italy. "I think that the area was a paradise on Earth 
for the people who were living there," she added. 
But just who were those people? Garcea says there 
is no single answer.  
From Hunting to Herds  
"This site doesn't represent a single period but a 
long period of time," she said. The team's 
radiometric analysis is not yet complete. But 
based   on  artifacts  at  the  site,   Garcea  made   a  
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Archaeology Today 
Stone Age Cemetery, Artifacts Unearthed in 
Sahara                             (continued from page 12) 
preliminary estimate that the area was occupied  
"between 10,000 and 5,000 or 4,000 years ago." 
The site may not have been continuously occupied. 
But it was likely inhabited for much of that 
time, which was a crucial one in early human 
history. During the New Stone Age, humans 
moved from hunter/gatherer societies to become 
early agrarians who domesticated plants and 
animals.  The region has long been arid. But it was 
a wetter, greener place at the end of the last Ice Age 
some 12,000 years ago. Early hunter/gatherer 
peoples, such as the Kiffian, apparently lived on the 
natural bounty provided by the ancient lake. Their 
remains still lie there, found in older archaeological 
layers and surrounded by harpoons, fishhooks, other 
tools, and remains of their catch.  
Tools such as large pottery and heavy grinding 
stones suggest that Kiffian peoples may have 
occupied the ancient lakeside area at least semi-
permanently, Garcea says. Scientists know that by 
about 6,300 years ago the Sahara's first pastoral 
people, the Tenereans, began tending herds of 
newly domesticated cattle. And while the 
expedition team found remains of domestic cows 
and asses, researchers are uncertain whether 
Tenerean peoples occupied the particular dig site.  
Ancient Cemetery  
The team says the site's human remains were most 
striking. Members found hundreds of skeletons in 
the site's large cemetery, some still adorned with 
ancient jewelry. The researchers found tools, such 
as precision stone blades, bone hooks, pottery 
stamps, and other artifacts, in graves and other site 
locations. Some artifacts suggest travel and perhaps 
even distant trade. Stone tools made of pale green 
volcanic rock could have their source some 50 
miles (80 kms) distant in the Air Mountains, an area 
rich with period rock art. The ancient lakeside 
settlements had long escaped discovery in the 
remote, sweltering, windy, area of Niger's Ténéré 
Desert. But during a hunt for dinosaur fossils in the 
area in 2000, expedition photographer Mike 
Hettwer discovered something quite unexpected. 
"'There are whole human skeletons just over there,' 

[Hettwer] said, pointing to a low ridge," Sereno 
wrote in a 2000 online dispatch from the field. "Our 
jaws dropped as we tiptoed among skeletons that 
were buried thousands of years ago. Around the 
neck of one, we found a series of beads—the 
outline of a necklace!" In 2003 Sereno returned to 
map the site and stopped counting at 173 skeletons, 
which easily made it the largest New Stone Age 
cemetery ever found in the Sahara. "We saw 
jewelry on the surface, tools everywhere, the 
remains of hundreds of people," Sereno recalled. "I 
knew that I had to help an archaeological team get a 
footing out there." Sereno has accomplished that 
goal. But archaeologists are not the only ones who 
have visited the historic site. Niger is a poor nation, 
and the temptation to profit from its rich cultural 
history has proven too great for some.  
"We followed some 4x4 tracks that our guides said 
were definitely not made by tourists but by vendors 
going out there for stolen artifacts," Sereno said. "A 
photographer with our team estimates that he 
photographed as many as 3,000 artifacts in one day, 
found in shops of communities near the site."  
The team employed secrecy to cover their tracks 
and protect the site from future plunderers. Sereno 
is also launching a major effort to achieve official 
protection for the site. "Part of our work in Niger 
has been … ultimately to save [these discoveries] 
for everybody," he said. Yet the unique site faces an 
even more daunting threat from Mother Nature.  
"The wind is destroying these sites very quickly," 
Garcea, the Italian archaeologist, said. "I saw 
pictures that [Sereno] took in 2003, and you can 
really see the deflation.  Some skeletons that were 
covered are now exposed to the surface and the 
hyper-arid desert conditions. In two or three years 
I'm sure I won't be able to see some of the things 
that we can study now," she added. The team hopes 
to return next fall, when conditions should allow 
future exploration. "We can't wait too long," Garcea 
said, "because the wind is out there 365 days a 
year."  
Field updates from the expedition, including the most 
recent research, are available at Project Exploration   
National Geographic Society Image Sales 
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Archaeology Today     (continued)
Bronze Age Axes Rescued After eBay Sale 
A series of 15 axe headswere sold on eBay for 
£205, a British coroner heard. The 3,000-year-old 
haul was eventually handed to the British Museum 
after it was bought by a Dutch archeologist. The 
rare bronze-age treasure was believed to have been 
dug up using metal detectors by a couple known as 
Stuart and Tracey, from the Milton Keynes area of 
Buckinghamshire (England). When the couple 
moved to France in 2004 they gave the find to 
friends John Couchman and Lorraine Ayton who 
promptly put them up for sale on eBay. 
A treasure trove inquest heard five bids were made 
on eBay and the axe heads - which would have been 
used for defense and chopping wood - were shipped 
over to Dutch collector Jeroen Zuiderwijk, who 
paid just a fraction of their real value. 
Luckily however, the archaeologist, an 
experimental metallurgist at a theme park, 
reconsidered their value and got in touch with UK 
museum authorities. The find was described by 
expert Ros Tyrrell as only the second ever bronze-
age collection to be found in the Buckinghamshire 
area. The region is rich in archeological finds which 
have been uncovered with the construction of the 

new city of Milton Keynes. However, the coroner 
heard that a lot of treasure was never handed in by 
unscrupulous metal detectors who only operated 
under cover of darkness. "It would have been such a 
waste if it had been sold individually," Ms Tyrrell 
told the inquest in Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire.  "Now it will stay together and 
will be available to see if people want to study it. 
You can only study what is available and this will 
be a valuable addition to our collection." 
The axe heads, held by the British Museum, are set 
to be headed to the Buckinghamshire County 
Museum in Aylesbury. "We are very grateful to Mr 
Zuiderwijk. He could have kept quiet and we would 
never have known. We would have lost our ability 
to study them," Ms Tyrrell added. "These axe heads 
were high-tech in their day. They looked really 
swanky with their gold coloring." At the treasure 
trove inquest, Milton Keynes coroner Rodney 
Corner formally declared that the treasure belonged 
to the Crown.  
Since the 1996 Treasure Act, finders in the United 
Kingdom are no longer keepers and must report any 
objects more than 300 years old. 
Source: The Scotsman (23 December 2005) 
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Special Thanks to Mary Rathbone of  Keimar 
Stamps, P.O. Box 2677, Garden Grove, Ca. 
92842 – http://www.keimarstamps.com 
for their generous donation.   
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