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Two Small Masterpieces 
By George Rohrer 
 
We have heard much about the prehistoric art in the decorated caves of France and Northern Spain.  Thousands of 
small pieces of paleolithic art have also been discovered in various prehistoric sites and shelters.  
 

 
Figure #1  -  Scott #1465 (May 6, 1976) 

 
 
Outstanding among these bits of portable art is 
the Dame de Brassempouy, an ivory head 1-3/8th 
inches high, carved from a mammoth tusk. 
 
The French post office honored this small 
masterpiece with a 2Fr stamp issued in March 
1976.  Georges Betemps, who designed the 
stamp, chose the colors yellow, brown and black.   
 
The cancellation on the first day cover shows a 
profile of the statuette and uses the name “Venus 
de Brassempouy” that is also on the stamp.  
(Figure 1 above) 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

(continued on page 3)
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From the Editor 
 
This issue starts my second year as your editor.   
 
I hope everyone had Happy Holidays, whether you 
celebrate Ramadan, Diwali, Hanukah, Christmas or 
Kwanza (listed in order they occur) and I wish all a Happy 
Healthy and Prosperous New Year 2005.  
 
I hope everyone liked their Christmas Cover which the 
last issue came in.  Originally it was supposed to be the 
Christmas Santas issue, 4 colorful Christmas tree 
decorations.  Then that was taken out of the program and 
only the ‘traditional’ Christmas and Hanukah stamp 
remained.  Then, it was decided to issue the Christmas 
stamp one day before the Hanukah stamp.   
 
Anyone living in or around New York City knows this just 
is NOT done!  First of all, the Sabbath starts at sundown 
on Friday and ends sundown Saturday.  Also, when you 
take into consideration how the holidays fall on the 
calendar, Hanukah should have been issued Thursday and 
the Madonna on Friday.   
 
However, since there are more Christians than Jews (in the 
post office), that’s how the traditional Christmas stamp 
was issued on the first day of the MEGA Show, when 
there would be the largest crowds.  Friday has the 
smallest.  Why don’t they issue stamps on Saturday when 
more people can attend without taking a day off from 
work?   
 
George Rohrer is back on  the cover of Old World 
Archaeologist.  I had received this article from George a 
couple months after his Lascaux was published.  Sadly, it 
is his last article as he died October 31st.  His obituary 
appears following the article.  
 
Did you fill out your ballot?  This ballot tells me which 
article was your favorite.  Each of our writers get a 
“Thank You” and the most popular gets a special gift. 
 
Still to come, Petra, the Silk Road, Icarus & Daedelus, and 
anything else I can fit in.  And, of course, part 2 of 
Merhaba!  We will end just where we began, in Istanbul 
after touring many ancient sites.  It’s done in a little 
different way, I hope you like it. 
 
I found an article on the internet about Kent Weeks and 
his tomb, KV5 in Egypt.  It’s part of Archaeology Today 
on pages 13 & 14. 

Caroline 
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Two Small Masterpieces 
By George Rohrer        (cont’d from page 1 ) 
 
This piece of sculpture was discovered by the 
prehistorians Edouard Piette and Joseph de 
Laporterie in the Grotte du Pape at Brassempouy in 
1884.  The small community is near Dax in 
southwestern France. 
 
The numerous Venuses which have survived the 
millennia invariably represent entire bodies.  Busts 
and hips are usually exaggerated, suggesting that they 
do not portray individuals, but symbolize fertility. 
 

 
Figure #2 

 
The Dame de Brassempouy has only a head and 
neck.  No other fragments of this figure have been 
found.  She has a triangular face with forehead, 
eyebrows, nose and chin strongly sculpted.  The eyes 
and mouth are only suggested.  (Figure #2) 
 
The neck is slender and long.  Her hair is divided into 
braids by vertical cuts of the blade.  Less deep 
horizontal cuts set the style of the hairdo.  It should 
be remembered that this intricate carving was done 
with a stone blade. 
 
There is no positive evidence to estimate the age, but 
responsible opinion would place it at 20,000 years 
before the present (BP).   
 
An article in the Washington Post of January 6th 2004 
described ivory figures discovered in a cave in the 
Jura Mountains in Germany.  The figurines are 
believed to be 30,000 years old.  Judging from 
photographs, the bird carved from a mammoth tusk 
and 3 other pieces lack the refinement found in the 
Dame de Brassempouy.   Authorities have collected 
270 pieces of ivory carving debris.  According to 
anthropologist Nicholas Conard, “Whoever made the 
figurines spent a lot of time there.”  
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Our Venus is part of the collection in the Museum of 
National Antiquities in the Chateau de Saint-
Germain-en-Laye at Saint-German-en-Laye, near 
Paris.  A large section is devoted to Stone Age 
culture.   
 
The museum catalog observes (translated) “She is 
one of the most celebrated works of paleolithic art 
who gives us the most real image of paleolithic 
woman. 
 

 
Figure #3  Cancellation used November 24th 1987 in Le 

Mas D’Azil publicizing the centenary of Stone Age 
articles found in 1887. 

 
Another masterpiece of mobilary art is a horse’s head 
carved from a reindeer antler.  The post office in Le 
Mas d’Azil in southern France issued a cancellation 
in 1987 picturing the head.  (Figure 3) 
 
The year marked the 100th anniversary of the 
discovery of the local prehistoric site by the scholar 
Edouard Piette.  Under Piette’s direction many 
objects created by Stone Age artisans 12,000 years 
ago were found in the region. 
 
The little head is now part of the distinguished 
collection in the Museum of National Antiquities in 
the Chateau de Saint-Germain-en-Laye.  (Scott 1187) 
 
Since the illustration in the cancellation is not very 
clear it is supplemented by a copy of the picture in 
the museum catalog.  (Figure #4 below) 

 
Figure #4, illustration from Museum catalog 

of Horse’s head. 
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Two Small Masterpieces 
By George Rohrer        (cont’d from page 3) 

 

 
The little piece, approximately two inches long, made 
from a reindeer antler, shows only the head without a 
next.  There is no hint as to the nature of the missing 
part.  Only one side is sculpted, the reverse being 
spongy tissue inside the antler and not suitable for 
carving.   
 
Prehistoric Bison 
We take the liberty of adding one more to this little 
group, although the French Post Office has not 
discovered this little treasure.   
 
This representation of a bison licking its flank is from 
the paleolithic period, around 12,000 BC.  It was 
found near Tursac in the Dordogne region, and is an 
example of “flattened sculpture in the round”.  It’s 
thickness does not correspond to reality.   
 
The bison was a staple in the prehistoric cuisine of 
the region. 
 
The original is made from reindeer antler and is in 
the Museum of National Antiquities.   

 
The above is from a Museum Shop catalogue. 
 
Complete illustration of the Bison showing intricate 
detailing also in same museum.  Though not on any 
stamp or cancel, here you can see the type of details 
in these items. 
 
The artist gave astonishing attention to detail.  The 
open mouth, distended nostrils, and bulging eye all 
give the impression of  movement.  The  lines  of  the  
lower jaw,  the skin,  and the short mane are similarly 
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well rendered by skillful strokes of the stone blade. 
The little head is acknowledged to be one of the 
finest examples of mobilary art.  According to the 
catalog, “We are in the presence of the work of a 
master artist.” 
 
About the Museum: 
The Chateau de Saint-Germain-en-Laye was not the 
first building on the site.  In the 12th Century a 
chateau fortress was built on that location by Louis 
VI as a defense against the English.  In 1346 the 
Black Prince captured the fortress and damaged it 
badly.  It was rebuilt with the gentler renaissance 
style replacing the chateau fort.   
 

 
Scott #1187 

Museum of National Antiquities in the 
Chateau de Saint-Germain-en-Laye (near Paris) 

 
Under Francois I the chateau became a “little elegant 
jewel”.  Louis XIV was born here in 1643 and made 
it his principal residence until he constructed the 
great Versailles complex.  The chateau at Saint-
Germain-en-Laye suffered a rapid decline. 
 

 
The Chateau – photo from website 

 
During the French Revolution it became a prison.  In 
the Restoration under Louis XVIII it was a barracks.  
Under the monarchy of July it was a military prison.  
Finally  Napoleon III  ordered  a complete restoration 
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Two Small Masterpieces 
By George Rohrer        (cont’d from page 4) 
 
of the chateau and created a museum.  As already 
noted, in the Museum of National Antiquities a large 
section is devoted to Stone Age culture. 
 
The certified representation of the Dame de 
Brassempouy from the Louvre Workshop, like that of 
the bison, is made from resin and is mounted on a 
wooden block.  The Louvre Workshop is world-
famous for their high quality reproductions 
 

 
The Chateau with flowers. 

 
                               **** 
Update:  St Germain en Laye 
 

 
More on the History of . . . Saint-Germain-en-Laye 
is a city west of Paris, in the département of Yvelines 
(of which it is a sous-préfecture), in the région of Ile-
de-France, in France. 
 
Saint-Germain-en-Laye was founded in 1020 when 
King Robert the Pious (ruled 996-1031) founded a 
convent on the site of the present Church of Saint-
Germain. Prior to the French Revolution in 1789, it 
had been a royal town and the residence of numerous 
French monarchs. 
 
The old castle was constructed in 1348 by King 
Charles V on the foundations of an old castle dating 
from the time of Saint Louis in 1238. François I was 
responsible for its subsequent restoration, and then 
kings Henri IV and Louis XIII left their mark on the 
town. 
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Louis XIV was born in the city (its coat of 
armsshowing a cradle and the date of his birth), and 
would establish Saint-Germain-en-Laye as his 
principal residence from 1661 to 1681. Louis XIV 
turned over the château to King James II after his 
exile from Britain. King James lived in the Chateau 
for 13 years and his daughter Marie-Louise Stuart 
was born in exile here in 1692. King James Stuart is 
buried in the Church of Saint-Germain. 
 
During the French Revolution, the name was changed 
along with many other places whose names held 
connotations of religion or royalty. Saint-Germain-
en-Laye became Montagne-du-Bon-Air. 
 
In the 19th century, Napoleon I established his 
cavalry officers training school in the Chateau-Vieux. 
In 1867, Napoleon III set up the Musée des Antiquités 
Nationales. This museum has exhibits ranging from 
Paleolithic to Celtic times. 
During the occupation from 1940 to 1944 , the town 
was the German Army Headquarters. 
 
Unique archaeological collections : life in France 
from its beginnings to the Middle Ages: Prehistory - 
Protohistory - Roman Gaul - Merovingian Gaul - 
comparative archaeology 
• Numerous items from the XIXth and XXth 
centuries.  
• Masterpieces of the art of prehistory and antiquity. 
 
 
Obituary 
It is with deep regret that I inform you that this is Mr. 
Rohrer’s last article.  Mr. George W. Rohrer, 98, died 
on October 31, 2004.   
He served in the Army Air Corps in England during 
World War II. 
Mr. Rohrer was a high school teacher in 
Pennsylvania before moving to Woodward and 
Bowsher High Schools in Toledo, Ohio.  He was also 
first chair bassoonist with the Toledo Symphony for 
about 40 years.   
Mr. Rohrer is survived by his wife of 51 years, 
Wilsie Bussell Rohrer who he met at an intensive 
study summer session of French conversation at Penn 
State University, and by several nieces and nephews. 
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President’s Message 
 
“on vacation” 
 
Survey Results 
Most of the results of the questionnaire sent with the 
dues renewal have been tallied.  We expect to receive 
maybe 5 or 10 more, but the results are interesting. 
 
One member requests “more artifacts, less scenes and 
buildings.” Another “more buildings but less ruins”.   
Our members collect such diverse topics as Vikings, 
Celtic, Roman, Greek, Ancient Man and Medicine.  
Egypt runs away the winner with 5 members 
collecting Egypt only. 
 
I have received requests for more on the near east.  
Writing systems and development and more on 
prehistoric civilizations.   
 
One member attends 20 shows per year, most attend 
none, average amount is 2 for the NYC area, of 
course, the two MEGA shows.  And some attend the 
APS shows only.  Hey NY-NJ people, how about the 
Metropolitan shows!  Sometimes there are great buys 
there!  That’s where I do most of my ‘research’ 
buying. 
 
Considering the Egyptian membership, I was 
surprised that Ancient Medicine and Select Places 
(Luxor & Karnak) were not the favorites. 
 
We had a tie for favorite article between Lascaux by 
George Rohrer and Angkor by Ngyuen Bao-Tung.  
Congratulations to both!  Another area I was 
surprised at was the interest in Mohenjodaro and the 
Harappan civilization.  I hope the members who 
requested more on the “near east” like “Turkey – 
Merhaba!”  I am also working on Silk Road, Petra 
(who were the Nabateans, anyway?) and Alexander!  
I would like to run something on Roman Cities of 
Europe in a series similar to the UNESCO articles if 
anyone would like to contribute.   
 
Club News 
It is with sadness that I inform you of the passing of 
Mr. Harry Meier, husband of our Secretary/Treasurer 
Eileen Meier.  Harry spent 2004 between hospital and 
nursing home, they had sold their condo in Palmyra 

and moved into an apartment in Charlottesville for 
better transportation and to be closer to medical 
facilities.   
 
Eileen and Harry attended the APS show in Norfolk 
last January, and immediately after Harry became ill.  
While undergoing surgery, he suffered a stroke and 
never fully recovered.  He suffered a heart attack in 
early November 2004 which caused his death. 
 
Harry was associated with the AAPE, advising 
exhibitors on how to upgrade their exhibits to obtain 
higher awards.  Eileen exhibited several topics under 
her cats’ names.  There was a running correspon-
dence at one time between her Lady Hestia and 
Athena and my Pharoa Athena (no relation). 
 
Eileen herself had been under great stress during this 
time and had been hospitalized with her own health 
problems several times.  Those wishing to send their 
condolences may send them to: 
Mrs. Eileen Meier 
46 Arbor Crest Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22901-8964 
I am sure she would appreciate hearing from you. 
 
As you can tell, this has been a very difficult time for 
Eileen, and it is because of this turn of events that 
two of the officers had taken over her tasks during 
2004.  Eileen’s health has never been good and she 
would like to step down from her position.  We are 
again calling for a volunteer to take on the task of 
Secretary/Treasurer.  There really isn’t much to do 
except at dues collection time.  Your editor has been 
collecting the checks and mailing them to the bank in 
Virginia without any problem.  Eileen is in and out of 
hospitals for her own health problems and would like 
to step down.   
 
Washington 2006 
We have made progress on the OWASU frame in the 
Egyptian area.  We need Roman and Greek “experts” 
to assist putting together that section of the frame. 
Please contact myself at philate@ix.netcom.com or 
fran@franadams.com.  With a list of pertinent stamps 
we can do wonders!  We can also use donations of 
used stamps for the frame; they don’t have to be 
mint/NH.  Most of the stamps are inexpensive.  We 
can also use help on Prehistoric Man and suggestions 
what else to add. 
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MERHABA !  (Hello, in Turkish) 
Ray Cartier / edited by Caroline Scannell 
 
UNESCO added Istanbul to it’s list of sites along with the Goreme Open Air Museum and the Rock Site 
of Cappadocia, Hierapolis/Pamukkale and of course Site of the Troy Excavations.  Because of the wealth 
of archaeological sites in Turkey, this article will be presented in two parts; the first half in the January 
2005 issue and the other half in April 2005.  The first part will concentrate on Istanbul. 
 

 
 
In September 2001, Ray & Karen Cartier were traveling through Turkey.  Like all tourists they took 
photos, then they found stamps showing the same sites as the photos and incorporated them into their 
photo scrap book.  So, Merhaba! Welcome to Turkey! 
 
 

 
View of Istanbul 

Scott #2366  Sept 4, 1983 
 
 
 

 
Map of Constantinople 1422 

by Christoforo Buondelmonti, 
Scott #1178  Sept 15, 1955. 

Istanbul 
Looking across the Bosphorus Strait at the European side of Istanbul, the city and the country share both Europe 
and Asia.  The Turkish flag shows a white crescent and star on a red field. 

(Continued on page 8 ) 
 
 
Page   7           The Old World Archaeologist 



MERHABA!   
Ray Cartier / edited by Caroline Scannell 
(Continued from page  7) 
 
Istanbul was founded 4000 years ago as a town called Lygos.  In the 7th Century BC a man 
names Byzas, leading a group of sailors, renamed the city after himself, calling it Byzantium.   
 

 
Istanbul Turkey Scott #265 Jan 14, 1914 

 
 

Istanbul  
Scott #1344 issued 1959 

 
 

 

 
 
Roman Emperor Constantine the Great believed that the God of the 
Christians intervened to give him a decisive victory at the Battle of 
Milvian Bridge in 312.  In 313 he issued the Edict of Milan, ending 
persecution of Christians.  In 324, he renamed the city Constantinople.  
Christianity became the official religion and the name of the city was 
changed back to Byzantium. 

Constantine 
Greece Scott #923, Apr 27, 1968 
 
 

 

 
 
Stamp at left, Scott #2273 Istanbul, Islamic Architecture. 
 
In 1453 Ottomans captured the city, giving it the name 
Istanbul.  Muslims invaded and controlled the area around 
Isranbul since 7th-8th Centuries; however, it was not until 
1452 that they were able to capture the capital of Eastern 
Christendom. 

      Scott #2273, Feb. 15, 1984 
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MERHABA!   
Ray Cartier / edited by Caroline Scannell 
(Continued from page  8) 
 
Hagia Sophia     
(The Cathedral of Divine Wisdom) 
 

 
 

 
Hagia Sofia  
Scott #1177 Sept 15, 1955 
 
 
 

 
   Illustration to show original 

   Architecture, before the               
.  addition of the minarets. 
 
 
 

 
       Scott #2271, Feb 15, 1984 

The church was a masterpiece of the Byzantine period and is considered by most art historians as 
the 8th wonder of the world.  It was built by Justinian 537 AD as a Christian Church and became 
a Mosque in 1453 on the day Turks took control of Constantinople, changing the city’s name to 
Istanbul.   
 
Today Hagia Sofia is a Museum.  The name Hagia Sophia is thought by most people to mean 
Saint Sophie, however the actual meaning is Church of Divine Wisdom. 
 

 
Typical Byzantine Religious 
(Christian) Art  Greece Scott #922 

 
Scott #922 (issued April 27, 1968) depicts the south 
doorway of the esonarthex.  The excellent mosaic 
composition in the lunette shows the enthroned Virgin 
and Child between the Emperors Constantine the Great 
and Justinian must have been executed in the reign of 
Basil II (976-1025), who held in great admiration both 
these Emperors. 

 
On Tuesday, May 29, 1453, Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror entered the vanquished city late in the 
afternoon and rode to Hagia Sophia. He was amazed at its beauty and decided to convert the 
Cathedral into his imperial mosque. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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MERHABA!   
Ray Cartier / edited by Caroline Scannell 
(Continued from page  9) 
 
 

 

 
In 1935 Kamal Ataturk, the founder of Modern Turkey, 
proclaimed Hagia Sophia a museum.  Whitewash and paint had 
covered the original paintings, and when removed the art, which 
was hidden for 600 years, was once again exposed.   

Scott #1755 issued 1967 
 
The photo below is Hagia Sophia — View from a window in the precinct of the Sultan Ahmet I 
Camii (Blue Mosque), designed by Mimar Koca Sinan which is the next stop of our tour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sultanahmet Camii  Architect  
Mimar Koca Sinan 
Scott #1254, Oct 18, 1957 

Kariye Camii   (the Blue Mosque) 
 

 
Blue Mosque 
Scott #1253, Oct 18, 1957 
 

Described as "second in renown only to Hagia Sophia 
among the Byzantine churches of Istanbul", Kariye Camii 
attracts attention because of its rich mosaics and frescoes. 
The original structure was built in 534 during the reign of 
Justinian. In the 11th and 12th century, it was rebuilt by the 
Comnenus family and dedicated to Christ (thus the name, 
Christ in Chora).  

The structure suffered the great earthquake of 1296 and was later converted into a mosque in 
1511 after the Turks conquered Istanbul. Since 1948, the building has been the Kariye Museum, 
a popular tourist attraction. 
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MERHABA!   
Ray Cartier / edited by Caroline Scannell 
(Continued from page  10 ) 
 
Different views of the Blue 
Mosque 

 
Blue Mosque  
Scott #260  January 14,1914  
 

 
          Blue Mosque  
          Scott #1176 Sept 15,1955 
 

 
         Blue Mosque 
         Scott #B77  April 17, 1960    

The Blue Mosque contains beautiful stained glass windows.  Islam prohibits depicting humans or animals 
in art, thus you see a lot of floral and line designs.   
 
 

 
Blue Mosque  
Scott #1047 August 31, 1951 
 
Stamps at right depict the 
type of artwork found in 
the mosques. 

 
Mosiac Stylized Flowers, 16C 

Scott #1701, May 15 1966 
 

 
Spring Flowers 

Scott #1700, May 15 1966 

Today you will notice loud speakers atop minarets.  The imam no longer has to climb the stairs five times 
a day to call for prayers.  As tourists we were regularly awakened at the 4:00am call. 
 

 
Obelisk & Blue Mosque 

Scott #1621 June 11, 1964 
 
Ray Cartier is the Executive 
Director of the American Topical 
Assn.   Next issue we visit Bursa, 
Bergama Konya, among others. 

Istanbul has 3 obelisks, one is located near the Blue Mosque and 
can be seen on many stamps issued depicting the Mosque, it is 
65 feet high (from an original 95 feet) and commemorates 
Tutmoses III (1504-1450BC) and glorifies his military exploits.  
It was taken from the Great Temple of Karnak (Egypt) but it 
appears to have stood unmoved in the former Hippodrome of 
Constantinople since its erection by an unidentified Roman 
emperor. 
 
The granite obelisk in the stamp below was named The 
Column of Constantine.  There are 3 obelisks in Istanbul 
and they are all that remain of the 100,000 seat 
Hippodrome.

To be continued Next Issue 
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New Digs! 
The following stamps were issued between October and December 2004.  Where Scott numbers are available, they 
are given.  Where no Scott numbers are available they will be added later, upon receipt. 
 

 
Peoples Republic of China, Ancient Paintings  (no info available) 
 

 
Peoples Republic of China Ancient 
Bronze Vessels 
Issued Dec 13, 2003

 

 
France European Cities  
No information available 

 
Romania Trajan’s Column 

December 6, 2004 

 
Slovakia Roman Legion’s 
Ruins   Scott #  issued: 
 

 
Uruguay  Maimonides, 
Physician 
Scott #      issue date: 
 

 

 

 
Thailand  Ancient Heritage Thailand/Italy 
Scott #2125a&b, plus s/s 2125c 

(Continued on page 13) 
 
Page 12             The Old World Achaeologist 



New Digs!        (Cont’d. from page 12)
The following is presented for information only. 
If you subscribe to Scotts Stamp Monthly, you no 
doubt noticed that the November issue had 8 new 
issues listed for Cambodia depicting Angkor and 
other monuments.  These stamps were issued 2001 
through 2003 and have been given the following 
numbers; 
#2104-5  June 5 2001, each depict Bayon 
#2140-42  Oct 9, 2001, Khmer Culture 
#2150-7 + s/s 2158  Oct 25, 2001, early Man 

#2172-6  July 9, 2002, various structures at Angkor 
& Bayon 
#2197  July 19, 2003,  Angkor Wat & Great Wall of 
China 
#2198-2202August 8, 2003, Aspara Dancers 
#2210-2214 + s/s 2215  June 5, 2001, Bayon & 
Banteay Srei 
Unfortunately, I am unable to reproduce the photos 
from the magazine.  They come out too blurry to do 
any good. 

Archaeology Today!
'Hobbit' Joins Human Family Tree  
Scientists have discovered a new and tiny species of 
human that lived in Indonesia at the same time our 
own ancestors were colonising the world.  
The three-foot (one-metre) tall species - dubbed "the 
Hobbit" - lived on Flores island until at least 12,000 
years ago.  
The fact that little people feature in the legends of 
modern Flores islanders suggests we might have to 
take tales of Leprechauns and Yeti more seriously.  
Details of the sensational find are described in the 
journal Nature. 
The discovery has been hailed as one of the most 
significant of its type in decades.  
Australian archaeologists unearthed the bones while 
digging at a site called Liang Bua, one of numerous 
limestone caves on Flores. 
The remains of the partial skeleton were found at a 
depth of 5.9m. At first, the researchers thought it was 
the body of a child. But further investigation revealed 
otherwise. 
Wear on the teeth and growth lines on the skull 
confirm it was an adult, features of the pelvis identify 
it as female and a leg bone confirms that it walked 
upright like we do.  
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[BBC News, 27 October 2004] 

 
A Pharaoh to Remember  

The Guardian (November 4, 2004)  
 
It's not often you find the grave of a god. Kent 
Weeks, the American archaeologist charged with 
planning the rescue of the Valley of the Kings 
originally went to Egypt to make a map. While there, 
he poked around in a dirty, unimportant-looking hole 
in the ground and discovered the biggest tomb in the 
Valley of the Kings. In doing so, he secured a place 
for himself in the history of archaeology.  
 
Weeks's career began in Nubia in the 1960s, 
salvaging stuff about to be submerged by the Aswan 
High Dam, and at Giza and in the Nile delta. But it 
was in 1979 that he and his colleagues decided to 
make an accurate map of the 60-odd tombs in the 
Valley of the Kings. The earliest maps had been little 
more than fantasies: no accurate study of the whole 
valley had ever been done. He thought it would take a 
few seasons. "I'm always a hopeless optimist. I don't  

(Continued on page 14) 
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Archaeology Today! 
A Pharaoh to Remember      (Cont’d from pg 13) 
 
know where on earth I ever got that silly idea," he 
says. "And 20 years later, the project was finished."  
 
He began with theodolites, bulky electronic 
measuring equipment and draughtsmen, and ended 
with computerized technology that could have done 
the job - had they waited - in five years. It took 20 
years because they decided to make sure the details 
were right.  
 
"The tombs were so much more carefully dug than I 
had anticipated they would be, so it required a lot 
more detailed surveying to reflect the care that the 
ancient engineers took," Weeks recalls.  
 
"The difficulty is accurately showing the precision of 
the angles at the corner. Had we wanted to go in there 
and take a few taped measurements and assume that 
every corner was a 90 angle. We could have probably 
knocked off a tomb in a week. But as it turned out we 
couldn't, because there were some potentially 
significant differences: angles in a tomb might be 
consistently 85 rather than 90. That's an interesting 
point, in itself. Did the man doing this have a 
carpenter's square that was 5 off and he kept using it 
throughout the tomb? Why the consistency of the 
error?" 
 

 
Rameses II with Nefertari, his principal wife 

from the façade of Abu Simbel in Nubia (Aswan) 
Ivory Coast Scott #C12  March 7, 1964 

 
Then Weeks looked at a nondescript tomb under 
threat from a tourist car park: the tomb was KV5, 
known for more than a century. "It was thought to 
have two or three small rooms. It was thought to be  
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uninscribed. It was thought to be filled with debris, to  
have been robbed and to have no objects of any kind 
in it: undecorated, unimportant, uninteresting, 
unnecessary to save," he says. 
 
He argued that even an unimportant tomb deserved a 
closer look. It had been choked by boulders, gravel, 
silt and other debris washed in by at least 11 flash 
floods in 30 centuries. In 1989, he and his team 
crawled into the tiny space that survived between the 
rubble and the ceiling, and discovered on the walls 
the names of some of the sons of Rameses II. This is 
the pharaoh traditionally linked to the story of Moses; 
known to the poet Shelley as Ozymandias. Rameses 
II reigned for 67 years, and had 49 officially 
recognized sons.  
 

 
Rameses II built Abu Simbel Temple 

Libya Scott #CB52  Jan 1, 1966 
 
The tomb took on a new importance. It took five 
years to excavate the first chambers, and they found 
very little. In February 1995, the researchers 
wondered if they might be wasting their time.  
 
"So we began crawling through the debris, in a sense 
leapfrogging over many chambers, crawling through 
them, above the debris that filled them, without 
exposing their walls, just to get an idea of the extent 
of the tomb. And it was at that point that we found a 
doorway on the back wall of one chamber.  
 
"We cleaned enough of that door that we could crawl 
through it, under the lintel, and we found ourselves at 
that point in a corridor that went 100 metres back into 
the hillside, with corridors to its left and right, each 
of them going 100 metres further into the hillside. 
And we knew that we had stumbled upon something 
unique," he says.  
 
"With most Egyptian kings, we don't know the names 
of their children. They are never mentioned. We don't 
even know the names of their wives. They are 
often never mentioned.  

(Continued on page 15) 
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"Here, Rameses II went to great lengths to carefully 
identify his children, and he showed them at least 10 
times in temple reliefs, always standing on 
processions and always represented in what we think 
to be birth order," he says. But then Rameses II had a  
unique relationship with his sons. He was one of the 
few kings to have himself declared a god before his 
death. As a god, Rameses needed an assistant king.  
 

 
Rameses II paying homage to the Gods 

Gabon Scott #CB3, Mar 9. 1964 
 
"A king can cut the ribbon at a shopping mall but a 
god doesn't do this kind of thing. A king can 
adjudicate in a court case but a god doesn't do this. 
So of necessity, the king needed an assistant, and 
who more logical to draft into this role than his 
firstborn, the crown prince, the heir apparent and son 
of god?"  
 
Rameses survived into his eighties: many of his sons 
died before him. As sons of a living god, they needed 
the big send-off. "Crown prince died, another crown 
prince came along, you suddenly had this whole host 
of crown princes who had filled roles that required 
some recognition in their burial beyond that of just an 
ordinary prince in the royal family."  
 
KV5 is now known to have at least 130 chambers, 
corridors and pillared halls. There could be many 
more, waiting for discovery. In April, Weeks found 
another corridor, leading perhaps to yet another set of 
rooms. The tomb has been comprehensively robbed, 
but canopic jars, jewellery, grave goods, meat 
offerings and assorted objects still have to be studied 
and recorded, and wall paintings conserved. The dig 
continues.  
 
Now the Theban Mapping Project team at Thebes has 
the wider challenge of protecting the whole valley, 
and the temples nearer the Nile. They are the only 
foreigners since the revolution in 1952 that ended the  
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monarchy and formed the Republic under Gamal 
Abdel Nasser; to be entrusted with responsibility for 
saving a large chunk of Egypt's heritage.  
 
Weeks is professor of Egyptology at the American 
University of Cairo, the city where he lives. His 
interest was originally in Egyptian medicine, with all 
its passion for purgatives and enemas. There was, he 
says, an ancient Egyptian palace post called overseer 
of the royal anus. "It sounds like an awful title," he 
says "and not one you would want on your business 
card." 
  
This article was reprinted from an article on the internet, 
originally published by English newspaper The Guardian. 
 
 

More Archaeology Today! 
A Civilization Parallel to Harappa? 
The view that Gujarat was the cradle of an indepen-
dent civilisation, contemporary of the classical 
Harappan civilisation around the Indus Valley, is 
gaining academic support. The Sorath (present 
Saurashtra) region civilisation, dating back to 3700 
BCE at some places, was distinct from the classical 
Harappan as it developed in the Indus Valley, say 
researchers in the field. "It maintained its separate 
identity in many ways,'' said Professor Vasant Shinde 
of the Pune-based Deccan College Research Institute, 
while addressing a seminar on 'Harappan Civilisation 
and Gujarat: Problems and Perspectives'. 
Vast differences have been found in the two after 
excavations of more than 450 sites in the State. The 
Sorath civilisation was mainly rural as against mainly 
urban Harappan, people here ate millet and sorghum 
against wheat and barley of Harappa, the pottery is 
vastly different with 90 percent made of bowls 
against 'dish on stand' of Harappa. ''Not more than 30 
per cent of the sites of that period excavated in 
Gujarat, show some similarity with the classical 
Harappa. This makes us believe that it's more likely 
that this part had its own culture and identity,'' Shinde 
informed. 
According to professor P. Ajithprasad of MSU, 
instead of giving Gujarat a status of a parallel 
civilization,  it  was perhaps  safer  to  call  it  Sorath,  
a manifestation of Harappan technology in early  
Chalcolithic cultures of Gujarat. Now the 
archaeologists  are  reaching   a   conclusion  that  the  

(Continued on page 16) 
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Archaeology Today! 
A Civilization Parallel to Harappa?      (Cont’d) 
Gujarat culture predated Harappa by at least 1,000 
years.   
According to Ajithprasad, the antecedents of Sorath 
go back to the early Chalcolithic settlements of 3700 
BCE, though it manifested properly in Rojdi around 
2600 BCE. The Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) 
existed between 2500 BCE to 1900 BCE. ''A typical 
Sorath site lacks the town plan of Harappa. There are 
no citadels. There are no s-shaped jars, toll perforated 
jars or goblets typical of Harappa. What we have 
instead are bowls of different shapes,'' explains 
Ajithprasad. 
Source: Ahmedabad Newsline (11 December 2004) 
 
Peking Man's Digs Gets Archaeological Redo  
The first phase of work to reinforce caves where the 
500,000-year-old Peking Man was found has been 
completed, with six relic sites threatened by collapse 
successfully saved.  The project at the Zhoukoudian 
area, a World Heritage site 50 kilometres southwest 
from downtown Beijing, started in July after 
archaeologists reported 21 areas at the site inn danger 
of geological calamity. 
The second work phase will be carried out next year, 
protecting a further group of seven ruin sites, 
according to the Zhoukoudian management.  
The project, which is the most complete effort since 
the 1920s when the first complete Peking Man skull 
was unearthed, is expected to last until 2007.  
Qi Guoqin, a researcher with the Institute of 
Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, said the effort 
appears to have been taken in time after worrying 
signs at the site were spotted. A series of caves 
located in rolling hills had begun to disintegrate, with 
small stones falling from the ceiling at several spots.  
"I'm glad to see the six relic spots, including the 
Pigeon Hall where Peking Man's parietal bone, 
collarbone and lower jawbone were discovered, have 
become safer, and their outward appearance did not 
change a lot after consolidation," said Qi. 
 [More @ China Daily, 23 November 2004]  
 

  Scott #2346 
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Tomb May Shed Light on 10th Plague  
Out of the blinding light of a fall morning here in the 
Valley of the Kings, American archeologist Kent 
Weeks led the way down a narrow, stone passageway 
and into the entrance of a tomb.  
Weeks peered his flashlight into the enveloping 
darkness of "the hidden tomb," as he calls it, and 
pressed on through the damp, winding passages 
toward what may be his archeological team’s most 
significant find after years of methodical digging, 
scraping, and brushing.  
 

 
The Temple of Rameses at Abu Simbel 

 
At the end of a long hallway a human skull rested, 
propped up in a wooden box, and framed in the bleak 
light of a bare bulb powered by a generator that 
rumbled through the stony silence of the tomb.  
This skull - Weeks believes, and new scientific 
evidence suggests - may be that of the oldest son of 
Rameses II, the pharaoh who most historians agree 
was the ruler of ancient Egypt more than 3,000 years 
ago at the time of the biblical story of the Exodus.  
If so, this is the skull of a man who the Hebrew Bible 
says was killed by the 10th of the horrible plagues 
God sent to convince pharaoh to free the Hebrew 
slaves. And if so, it contains an important new piece 
of forensic evidence: The skull has a depressed 
fracture on the left hand side which pathologists say 
clearly occurred at the time of death.  
[Boston Globe, 23 November 2004] 
 

 
Egypt Scott #493, Dec 22, 1959  
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Web Awards  
(for this quarter)  Have you visited our website 
lately?  www.owasu.com 

Ashkelon Treasures 

11/01/04 
Dig at the ancient 
seaport of 
Ashkelon, capital 
of Canaanite 
kings, harbor of 
the Philistines, 
and stomping 
grounds of the 
biblical hero, 

Samson. 
 
Congratulations on a Superb website! You 
win our ASHKELON GOLD Award! 
 
Take care, Delilah 
 

Crystal 

11/19/04 
Congratulations! 
 
Your website - Old 
World Archaeological 
Study Unit has met my 
criteria and has won a 
Crystal Award. Like 
most people, I had a 
stamp collection as a child, but OWASU has 
given me my first instruction in philately. 
Your site is excellently written and very 
informative. The design is simple and 
effective, and the navigation system is easy 
to use. I was also impressed to see that 
accessibility issues have been taken into 
consideration... Keep up the good work! 
 
Cordially, Sylvia 
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Afghanistan's 'lost' heritage found in musty 
boxes  
More than 22,000 ancient cultural treasures from 
Afghanistan, feared lost or destroyed after decades of 
war and Taliban rule, have been taken out of dusty 
crates and safes in Kabul and inventoried for 
safekeeping, said a U.S. archeologist on Wednesday.  
The objects, including 2,500 years' worth of gold and 
silver coins and ancient sculptures, represent a "Silk 
Road" of goods once traded from China, India, 
Egypt, Greece, Rome and ancient Afghanistan.  
"By the end of the Taliban's reign, most of us thought 
there was nothing left, just destruction and despair," 
said National Geographic fellow and archeologist 
Fred Hiebert, who led an inventory project of the 
items.  Many of the treasures were once on display in 
the Kabul Museum, which was shelled several times 
and lost its roof and door. Inventory cards were lost 
by fire and neglect, making it difficult to track down 
any of the items.  "This project has been an enormous 
boost for Afghanistan - finding the treasures intact 
and then working with the outstanding team to 
inventory each one of them, preserving our heritage 
for our children," said Afghanistan's minister of 
information and culture, Sayed Makhdoom Raheen, 
in a statement released by National Geographic.  
[Reuters, 17 November 2004]  
 
Fragment of Persepolis Inscription Puzzles 
Experts  
Iranian archaeologists have still been unable to 
translate a fragment of an inscription recently 
discovered during an excavation at the ruins of 
Persepolis, ancient scripts expert Abdul-Majid Arfa’i 
announced on Saturday.  
"With dimensions of 2cm x 2cm x 4cm, the triangular 
clay fragment bears cuneiform script, but we have not 
succeeded in identifying the language," he added.  
Some photos of the fragment have been sent to 
experts at the University of Chicago in the U.S., the 
University of Luneburg in Germany, and the 
University of Rome in Italy to identify and translate 
the inscription, he added. He said that the fragment 
might be written in a new unidentified language.  
Cuneiform writing, which originated in southern 
Mesopotamia, was invented probably by the 
Sumerians, who used it to inscribe the Sumerian 
language; it was subsequently adapted for writing the 
Akkadian language, of which Babylonian and 
Assyrian are dialects.  
[Tehran Times, 2 November 2004]  
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More Web Awards  (continued from page 17) 
(for this quarter)  Have you visited our website lately?  www.owasu.com 

Seasons of Change 

10/27/04 
Congratulations! 
 
Old World Archaeological Study Unit, Your site has been chosen as a Silver 
Winner of the Seasons of Change Award for this month. I enjoyed visiting 
your site. The Award is being sent as an attachment. Your site will be 
listed in the Silver awards section for this month. - AS rating 3, I.W.A.R.A. 
Level 5+ 
- Regards, Iceman 

Art Space 2000 

09/28/04 
Congratulations from all the staff at Art Space 2000.com. 
You have won the "World Web Award of Excellence" for originality, overall design 
and appearance, ease of navigation, and content. You have obviously worked 
very hard. Investing your time, and skills into making a great web site. Keep up 
the good work. 

- Wishing you continued success, Art Space 2000.com Awards Department 

1-Hit . Com  

10/04/04 
Hello, 
We had a look at your site and decided to give you the 'Search Engine 
Excellence Web Award'! We rated your site with 4 stars (out of 5). Your site 

looks good, has enough content and has good links pointing towards it and a good page rank in 
Google.                     Best Regards, Dirk Slot  

Foxcatcher 

10/10/04 
Congratulations! 
In perusing your site I also feel that you underestimate your 
designing capabilities in appying for Award #2 which was for 
"design and content"... while both are true in your case I 
really felt that you deserved Award #1 which is attached. 
 
Erin 
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