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Web Site Wins Award! 
Congratulations to webmaster Fran Adams: 
Our first award: 
 

Site Awards 

We wish to thank the administrators and reviewers who 
are kind enough to not only offer web site awards but 
invest their time and effort in reviewing sites. 

Old Egypt Planet 
Congratulations, you are a winner of one of my silver web 
awards! Your site is well done. Great information and lots 
to see. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to 
review your site for an award. Greetings from Holland! 
ConRoz®. 

See inside for other awards we have won on page 6 

 
 
Lascaux  
By George Rohrer 
 
About 17,000 years ago there occurred in 
western Europe an “artistic explosion”.  
Prehistorians have separated this phenomenon 
into three periods.  The third part, the 
Magdalenean, marks the beginning of the last 
phase of the Old Stone Age.  Many examples of 
this peak period in prehistoric art have been 
preserved in the cave of Lascaux near Montignac 
in Central France. 
 
Scores of engravings and more than 80 paintings 
are located in the cavern.  Every painting is 
identified by number. 
 
The press spread the erroneous story that 
Lascaux had been discovered when three boys  
 

rescued a dog from the bottom of a hole.  As 
knowledge of the cave became widespread the 
cavern became a popular stop on the tourist beat.  
 
When it was evident that algae growing on the 
walls were threatening the paintings, the cave 
was closed in 1963.  The disease was arrested, 
but visiting was limited to authorized 
professionals. 
 
The REAL Story of the Discovery – 
On September 9, 1940, 17 year old Marcel 
Ravidat from Montignac and 3 friends were 
exploring their beautiful region.  Attracted by the 
barking of a small dog, Robot, they extracted the 
animal from some brambles at the opening of a 
small hole.  The opening had been known for 
some time and had been partially closed to avoid 
having animals fall in. 
 
                                                          (cont’d page 3)
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From the Editor 
 
I hope everyone had a good holiday.  Of course, as I’m 
writing this they aren’t here yet.   
 
I have gotten some feedback on my first issue.  Now to 
confuse everyone further; regarding volumes and 
issues, Volume 24 will have 5 issues whereas each 
other volume had 4.  This is so the last issue will be 
included in this count.  Technicalities!  Since OWASU 
had been pretty much dormant for a year or so I wanted 
an accurate count of membership which I would only 
had after journals were returned. 
 
I hope you all like George Rohrer’s article on Lascaux.  
For those with computer access and who have seen our 
website (award on first page), we have a link to the 
official Lascaux website for those of you who would 
like more information on this fascinating topic. 
 
This issue’s UNESCO site is Mohenjo-Daro in 
Pakistan so we have Europe and Asia represented in 
this issue. 
 
As I have been researching different archaeological 
topics for this publication I have come across some 
controversy over the use of B.C. and A.D. (before 
Christ and Anno Domini or year of our Lord) as 
opposed to B.C.E. and C.E.  (before common era and 
common era).  Myself, I have no preference and tend to 
use both interchangeably.  I am lucky if I remember the 
number goes before BC and after AD.  Unless I receive 
a complaint about one or the other, I will use whatever 
the author prefers.   
 
I take this opportunity to remind you that any opinions 
expressed here are the opinions of the author and may 
not reflect the opinions of the Old World 
Archaeological Study Unit. 
 
That said, have you seen our website lately?  It’s won  
two awards so far; www.owasu.org.  The .com was 
changed to .org after much of the last issue was printed. 
 
 

Caroline Scannell 
. 

http://www.owasu.org/


Lascaux,   (Cont’d from page #1) 
 
Four days later, on September 13th, Ravidat, 
equipped with a knife, flashlight and immense 
curiosity, returned to the hole with his 14 year 
old friend, Jacques Marsal and two other boys.  
They rolled some large stones into the opening 
and were surprised at the length of time required 
for the stones to bounce to  
the bottom.  Intrigued, Ravidat laboriously 
enlarged the hold with his knife and squeezed in 
head first.  He crawled along for a short space, lit 
his lamp, lost his balance, and tumbled to the 
bottom.  He called to his friends, urging them to 
come down, but cautioning them to use care. 
 
They realized that they were in a large chamber.  
Their brief inspection with their inadequate light 
revealed some animals painted on the wall in the 
room later known as the “Hall of Bulls”.  
Maximum card (figure #1) shows the muzzles of 
bulls number 1 and 2 and several stags.   
 

 
Figure #1 FDC stamp depicting images from cave 

 
 
The enigmatic two horned “Unicorn” on the 
maximum card (figure #2) is in the same 
chamber. 
 

 
Figure #2 Image of 2 horned “Unicorn” 

Scott #1204 (13 April 1968) 
 
The boys returned the next day – five this time.   

On September 16th there were nine in the party.  
Soon most of the children in the neighborhood 
had gotten the word and were excited by the 
discovery. 
 
Recognizing that they had come upon something 
too important to keep to themselves, Marsal 
informed a former teacher, a prehistory buff, L. 
Laval.  A short time later, the distinguished 
prehistorian, the Abbe Henri Breuil was called 
from nearby Brive.  It was the time of the 
German occupation and the priest had sought 
refuge in the south for fear of being arrested in 
Paris.  The Abbe Breuil (figure #3) pronounced 
the paintings authentic.   
 

 
figure #3 

Abbe Breuil,, Archaeologist 
Scott B500 (1977) 

 
Since this observer deems it a privilege to have 
been in the cave before 1963 he is taking the 
liberty of relating bits recalled from that 
experience.  During the summer of 1957 my wife 
and I were visiting and photographing Paleolithic 
caves and sites in the Valley of the Dordogne 
River.  From our base in the Hotel Cro-Magnon 
in the small town of Les Eyzies we drove our 
rented Citroen twice to the celebrated cave.  The 
Grotte de Lascaux was seen on a guided tour.  
Photographing was not permitted. 
 
Marcel Ravidat was the guide on our first visit.  
He was the leader of the boys who first entered 
Lascaux. 
 
In order to maintain constant temperature and air 
quality, visitors were required to pass through 
two small rooms enclosed by three iron doors.  
The third door opened into the “Hall of Bulls” 
(see map of Cave – figure #4).   
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Lascaux,   (Cont’d from page #3) 
 

 
figure #4 map of Cave 

 
Our second visit was guided by another of the 
discoverers, Jacques Marsal.  Marsal was a 
remarkably appreciative and sensitive guide.  In 
the Axial Gallery he proposed that a certain area 
of the ceiling resembled a fine tapestry.  The 
scene is shown on France Scott 1204 which is 
the stamp depicted in figure #2 previous page. 
 

 
 

Figure #5 
Monaco Scott C77 

(Dec 15, 1970?) 
 
On a wall in the same gallery there appear 5 
small horses, often called “Chinese Ponies”.  
Three of them are copied on Monaco Scott C77 
(figure #5).  Marsal commented “Just look at that 
third pony.  Isn’t he adorable?” (translated from 
French) 
 
The visitors became really carried along by the 
enthusiasm of the guide and the genuine 
affection he expressed for his cherished Lascaux. 
Talking with Ravidat and Marsal after one of our 
visits we reminded them that the cave had not 
really been discovered through the rescue of a 
dog.  We asked how the myth had originated.  

They confessed to having been non-committal 
when the reporters suggested the idea.  The press 
 interpreted their silence as confirmation and 
spread the story.  (Figure #6) 
 

 
Figure #6 Ravidat (l.) & Marsal (r.) 

 
The guides were not authorized to take us down 
into the shaft or well.  They suggested that we 
secure permission from the director, the Abbe 
Glory.  Alas, that elusive gentleman was out of 
town. 
 
Philately has not yet found this remote well, but 
professional photography has revealed one of the 
strangest scenes in prehistoric art.   
 

 

 
Figure #7  Image from Cave Wall 

 
 

A bison has been wounded by a spear, and its 
massive entrails are dragging.  The creature 
seems to be enraged, for his mane is standing 
straight up.  Just ahead, a phallic figure, 
primitively drawn, is falling backward.  Just 
beneath the man is a bird crudely depicted.  It 
has no legs and is perched on a straight stick.  
(Figure #7 above). 
 
Departing the scene is a rhinoceros, carefully 
drawn and skillfully shaded, but only ¾ finished.  
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Lascaux,   (Cont’d from page #4) 
  
It is not known whether or not the figures are to 
be regarded as a single group. 
 
New Findings –  
Since the closing in 1963, study has concentrated 
on the pigments and techniques involved.  The 
excellence of the art could not have been 
achieved without much practice and without 
skills learned from earlier artists.   
 
Some color minerals were available in the cave.  
Others would have been obtained in the 
surrounding area.  At least two dozen minerals 
have been detected that produces yellow, white, 
red, black, brown and the many variations of 
these colors.  Certain shades could have been 
achieved only by processing – as by heating or 
burning. 
 
Curved stones would be used as mortars for 
grinding colors to a powder, later to be made into 
a paste.  Binding agents were animal fat, blood, 
and possibly water.  To this list could be added 
egg white which could produce tempera. 
 
Coloring materials, compressed into crayon-line 
sticks found in Lascaux may have been used to 
make outlines.  The figures were filled in by 
dabbing with sponging material like a fur pad.  
Sharp margins could have been done with a 
straightedge.  A piece of bark could serve nicely. 
 
The smooth surface in the Axial Gallery could be 
painted rather easily.  The wall in the Hall of 
Bulls possessed a porous texture that when wet 
allowed the color to be sponged in and absorbed 
as in a fresco.  Some wiping must have been 
done to correct smears, for the works are usually 
neat.   
 
As mentioned before, the odd figure of the 2-
horned “unicorn” appears in the Hall of Bulls 
(figure #2).  The body is heavily outlined.  The 
horns, not cleanly portrayed, were probably done 
with a brush.  The legs are coated with black, 
giving a 3-dimensional effect.  The black 
horseshoe-shaped marks do nothing to explain 
the creature. 
 

There are 4 large bulls in this chamber.  We have 
seen the muzzles of one and two on the maxi 
(figure #1), all are in black monochrome.   
Creating this scene was a large undertaking for 
bull #4, more than 18 feet long, is the largest 
figure in prehistoric art. 
 
The artist or artists who painted the ponies that 
appear on Monaco Scott C77 (Figure #5) 
succeeded in creating the most exquisite figures 
in Lascaux. 
 
Over the millennia the floor of Lascaux has filled 
in, thus the ceiling in earlier times was much 
farther from the ground than it is now.  
Investigators have found in the Axial Gallery a 
series of niches cut into the walls about two 
meters above the floor.  These recesses were 
packed with clay into which holes were made.  It 
is evident that strong branches were placed 
across the passage and cemented into place.  
There would have been no problem constructing 
a platform from which to work.  Deposits of 
animal bones suggest that the workers did not 
always trouble to go out to lunch. 
 

 
Spoon illustration 

Figure #8 
 
Lighting would have been a major problem.  
Scores of lamps have been found.  The Lascaux 
experts Brigitte and Gilles Delluc have carefully 
studied more than a hundred of these.  Natural 
stones with a cup-shaped surface served very 
well.  Some, like figure 8, had been carefully 
wrought into a spoon shaped vessel 8½ inches 
long.  The capacity was 1-3/4 ounces.  Like 
many others, it contained soot, charcoal and ash 
in the bowl. 
 
Analysis of the charcoal identified juniper as the  
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Lascaux,   (Cont’d from page #5) 
 
material of the wick. Other wick material could 
have been lichen and moss.  Modern 
experimentation shows tallow to be the best fuel, 
50 grams would burn for an hour without smoke.  
The fuel could be renewed with another lump of 
fat. 
 
Bits of charcoal found on the ground are thought 
to have been the remains of torches.  They seem 
to have been made of dry, resinous pine.  
Torches would not have had long life and could 
not have been set down like lamps.  It is clear 
that paleo-art and culture were far more complex 
than previously suspected. 

 
The Dellucs, writing about the enigmatic 
“unicorn” suggested that it is a symbol of all that 
we still do not know about Lascaux. 

 
Editor’s Note:  Since the Lascaux Cave is closed 
to the public, a replica has been created at 
Montignac, 200 metres from the original cave, 
where two of the galleries have been 
reproduced; the Great Hall of the Bulls and the 
Painted Gallery. 
 
Site www.culture.fr/culture/arcnat/lascaux  or 
use the link from our website www.owasu.org

 
 
 

 
Awards for our Internet Site: 
If you have not seen our site yet, please do so!  We won a second award but page 1 had already been set 
and I did not want to dispossess such a wonderful article so I have actually added a place for awards we 
receive. Below is our Dream Catcher Award. 
 

Gigi's Dream Catcher 
10/18/03 
I have reviewed your site 'Old World Archaeological Study Unit' in 
accordance with the criteria for this program. Your site has won the Gigi's 
Dream Catcher Gold Award (total score - 185 out of 200). I enjoyed my 
visit and Congratulations on a job well done. 

- Regards Laura 

 
And Another one! 
 

Knowledge College Tutors 

11/05/03 
Hi, 
You have a very tasteful site here with ease of navigation. 
Please accept our silver award. Please let me know when you 
place the award. I will then list you with my winners. 
Cheers, 
 
Jenny 
Knowledge College Tutors 
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President’s Message 
 
While reviewing some Greek stamps that a 
friend was trying to sell me, I was struck by the 
artistry of them and the quality of the printing.  I 
believe that I have pontificated on this subject 
before, but U. S. Stamps sure leave me 
disappointed, and I have been collecting U. S. 
material since the mid 50's.  When I officially 
retire, that is one of the collections which I will 
sell first, clearing the decks for other interests.   
 
This leads me to the topic of renewal, as we enter 
another new year.  The time for rash resolutions 
has passed.  It is time for retrospection.  Do we 
need to clean our stamp shelves, and start that 
new collection we had planned?  Do we need to 
clean up our files, and make room on the desk 
for new material?  Do we need to take an old 
collection, in which we have lost interest, and 
put it up for sale so we can invest in a new topic 
of interest? 
 
The winter months are upon us.  Let's turn off  

the TV, and treat ourselves to some quality 
stamp collecting time. 
 
The board members who communicate by E-
mail have been making mention of the big stamp 
show in Washington, 2006.  The APS and the 
ATA will both probably have their conventions 
there.  Do you, as members, want your board to 
arrange for a daytime meeting during the show,  
or arrange a Dutch treat dinner some evening at a 
local restaurant, or both?  It is not too early to 
think about attending such a major show, with 
dealers from around the world to help fill your 
want lists.  Send me an E-mail, or just a postcard 
if this is of interest to you. 
 
Finally, good health and happiness to you all in 
the new year.  May you all make a great find in a 
dealer's dollar box.  Knowledge about your 
specialty makes collecting fun, and sometimes, 
profitable. 
 
Merle Farrington 

 

New Digs 
New stamp issues 
I do not think we shall ever have as many new issues to catch up on as we did last issue.  For future new 
issues I shall try to obtain a scan of the stamp or set and then go about getting Scott information.  For 
stamps that may be of interest to our members, although may also be bogus issues, I will list as such. 
 

 
Afghanistan, Gandhara Relics s/s 
(date and Scott number unknown) 
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Algeria, Vandal Tablets Scott #1277-8, April 23, 2003 

 
Anguilla, Artifacts, Scott #  ?   , Aug18, 2003 

Rendevous Bay shell mask 900-1500,  Pelican Head 
Pottery 900-1200,  Sandy Ground Shell Frog, 
Stone Pestle 800-1200. (Scott # to be advised) 
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New Digs 
New stamp issues  (continued from page  7 ) 
 

 
Azerbaijan Fortress 

Scott #744, Aug 13, 2003 

 
Germany, Petrified Forest, Chemnitz 

Scott #2259, Aug 7, 2003 

 

 
Great Britain ; British Museum Centenary October 7th 2003 

Coffin of Denytenamun, Egypt,     Hoa Hakananal’a stone head, Easter Island, 
Mixtec-Aztec mast of Xiuhtecuhtli,    Sculpture of Goddess Parvati, India, 

Anglo Saxon helmet from Sutton Hoo,     Bust of Alexander the Great. 
 
 

 
Lebanon, archaeological sites, examples above 

Scott #455-0, Feb 20, 2002, also #562-565, Nov. 
2002 and other dates, thru Jan 2003 

 

 
 

 
Lebanon, Numatonotus 

Longispinus Fossil 
Scott #571, 11/20/02

 
Lebanon, Libanobythus 

Milkii in Amber 
Scott #570, Jan. 8, 2003 

 
 

 
Spain, Zaragosa Roman Theater 
Not Scott listed yet, c. June 2003 

Addendums to last issue’s New Digs: 
     The last issue listed several (out of 10) gold foil stamps issued by Chad.  Since then, the UPU has received scans 
of the questionable stamps from me and is looking into who is printing them.  The prices are between $8.00/$9.00 
per stamp so it is quite a piece of change.  We have several exhibitors among out membership and in the future 
international exhibiting will not accept these issues.  While all of us have items we can never exhibit, knowing it is 
either made by – shall we say – unorthodox means, philatelic knowledge means we have the knowledge to tell the 
difference even though we still buy it.   
     The Dominica issue listed in the last issue has been given Scott #2412.  Scott also given issue date as Feb.10, 
2003, whereas I had a May issue date previously. 
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Mohenjo-Daro, The Harappan 
Civilization 
By Caroline Scannell 
 
“Mohenjo-Daro was the first planned city 
in the World” said Ahmad Hassan Zani, a 
Pakistani historian. 
 

 
overview of Mohenjo-Daro 

 
The Indus Valley (Harappan) civilization 
flourished around 2,500 B.C. in the western part 
of South Asia, in what today is Pakistan and 
western India.  

 

 
Pakistan Scott #337 Feb 23, 1973 

Overview of Public Baths, Dancing Girl at Left. 
 
The Indus Valley was home to the largest of the 
four ancient urban civilizations of Egypt, 
Mesopotamia, India and China. Most of The 
Indus Valley ruins, including major cities, 
remain to be excavated. Its script has not been 
deciphered and we know little about the cultures 
that built Mohenjo-Daro. Basic questions and 
understanding about the people who created this 
highly complex culture are still unanswered. 
 
In the 1920s archaeologists discovered two 4000 
year old cities near the Indus River, 400 miles 
apart, Mohenjo-Daro & Harappa.  The Indus 
River civilization is known as the Harappan  
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Civilization.  The first excavations at Mohenjo-
Daro were carried out by R.D. Banerji. 
 
The people lived in sturdy brick houses with as 
many as three floors.  The houses had bathrooms 
that were connected to sewers, centuries ahead of 
their time.  The city was set up with a grid-like 
design. 
 

 
Pakistan Scott #407 May 31, 1976 

Publicizing the UNESCO effort 
 
Mohenjo-Daro shows evidence of a busy 
shopping district and designated meeting places.  
Wells were located conveniently within walking 
distance of the elegant brick homes.  The 
drainage system runs through the middle of the 
street throughout the city.  Through it water and 
sewerage was taken from the houses to outside 
the City, likely to the Indus.   The "great bath" in 
Mohenjo-Daro is without doubt the earliest 
public water tank in the ancient world. 
 

 
map of site 

Among the archaeological; finds are jewelry 
with stones from far away places, pottery and 
children’s  toys.    Signifying  that  these   people  
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valued art and traded with other cultures.  The 
children’s toys are pull-along carts, terracotta 
cows with moveable heads, and miniature 
monkeys that could run down a string.   
 

 
Mali Scott #C288 Sept 6, 1976 

At left is what Harappa people are 
thought to look like, at right some of 
the items found and a view of the 
excavated area. 

 
Mohenjo-Daro flourished between 2500 to about 
1700BC, when the city was mysteriously 
abandoned.  Perhaps a flood, or an earthquake. 
 

 
Pakistan Scott #423 Aug 31, 1976 

Artifacts flank view of site 
 
Some believe the rapid rate of deterioration is 
caused by the construction of a dam at Sukker 
around 1910-1915. 
 

 
Photo of most famous view from a distance.  This view 
appears in many stamps issued to publicize the plight of 
this ancient site. 
 
In the 1960s, alarmed at the pace of water 
seepage and salination, the Pakistan Government 
with the help of UNESCO and an investment of 

$5million from the United States, built canals 
around the city to divert the river.  This has not  
been successful.  The water and seepage come in 
below the foundations, resulting in the brick 
buildings being destroyed at the lower levels.  
UNESCO experts and researchers expressed 
concern over the rapid deterioration of Mohenjo-
Daro.  

 
Mali Scott #C287 Sept 6, 1976 

Bull from wall relief 
 
Ground water seepage and salt still threatens the 
site.  The Pakistani Government has set up a 
conservation fund managed by local government.  
UNESCO is also working on ways to deal with 
and alleviate the problem.  There is also a 
program funded by the Japanese Government. 
 
In 1986 the Pakistani-American Harappa 
Archaeological Research Project (HARP) was 
formed to carry out the first major excavations at 
the site in 40 years.  These excavations are still 
on going today.   
 
 
In April 1997 UNESCO officially wrapped up a 
$10million project conducted over two decades.  
The decades of preservation work have 
eliminated the threat that a heavy flood would 
suddenly wash away Mohenjo-Daro.  The 
Pakistani government allocates about $25,000 
annually to preserve the site.  Mohenjo-Daro is 
listed as an endangered site.   
 

 
Oman Scott #177 Jan 6, 1977 

Overview of The Great Bath in the excavated site. 
 
Find more on the web!   
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Archaeology Today – Continuing 
at Lascaux 
After reading George’s article on Lascaux, I 
checked various sites on line to find out what is 
happening there today.  I cam across one very 
good one, SpaceTodayOnline which had the 
following information. 
The following bits of information are taken from 
their pages.   
 
Ice Age Map of the Night Sky Painted in 
French Cave 

A painted map of the prehistoric cosmos is on 
the wall of a famous Ice Age cave at Lascaux in 
central.France.                  
 
Cro-magnon man — distant ancestors of 
humans living much later than the earlier 
Neanderthals and Aurignacians — painted the 
Lascaux caves with drawings of bulls, horses 
and antelope some 16,500 years ago.  
 
 The painted walls of the Lascaux caves were 
discovered in 1940. The sky map was identified 
year later in a region of the Lascaux caves 
known as the Shaft of the Dead Man. Painted on 
to the wall of the shaft is a bull, a strange bird-
man and a mysterious bird on a stick.  

Since it was in the time we call prehistory,  
before people started recording history — no 
one knows if a cave could have been used as a 

kind of planetarium where stars were charted.  
 
European researcher Michael Rappenglueck, 
suggests that it is a map of three particular stars 
— Vega, Deneb, Altair — that astronomers 
today refer to the Summer Triangle. Those stars 
are among the brightest objects in the sky during 
the middle of a northern summer. Rappenglueck 
sees the eyes of the bull, bird-man and bird as 
representing Vega, Deneb and Altair. 

A map that looks like the Pleiades star cluster 
also has been spotted among the Lascaux 
frescoes.  

Cave Oldest Lunar Calendar Painted in a 
Lascaux 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A dappled brown horse with dark mane painted 
on the wall of the prehistoric Lascaux caves in 
France 15,000 years ago might be part of the 
oldest.lunar.calendar.  
 
Beneath the horse is a row of 29 dots — one for 
each day of the Moon's 29-day cycle as it passes 
through its phases in the sky. A series of dots 
that curve away from the main row might 
represent the time of the new Moon, when it dis-
appears from the sky for several days. German 
researcher Michael Rappenglueck has interpreted 
the painting as symbolic of the phases of the 
Moon. He sees groups of dots and squares 
painted by Cro-magnon man alongside images of 
bulls, horses and antelope as depicting the 29-
day.cycle.of.Earth's.natural.satellite.  
 
 
More about Lascaux on page 12
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Archaeology Today – Continuing at Lascaux 

Seven Sisters are Mapped in a Lascaux Cave  

Dots near a drawing of a Bull in the Lascaux cave may chart the cluster of stars 
modern astronomers call the Seven Sisters. Inside the bull are more spots that 
may represent other stars found in the same region of the sky.  
 
Is the bull significant? Modern astronomers say this part of the sky is the 
constellation known as Taurus the Bull. Could ancient relatives of humans also 
have seen a pattern of stars that looked like a bull in that area of the sky 14,000 
years ago? 
 
Seven Sisters star map in Lascaux cave [Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies] 
 
 

Archaeology Today Update – The Axum Obelisk of Ethiopia 
Editor’s note:  A story about this obelisk appeared on the front cover of the June 2002 issue of The Old World Archaeologist.  
To continue, after being struck by lightning, Italy decided to return the structure to Ethiopia.  There have been many stories 
written about this subject recently, as it is finally heading “home”.  Ethiopia issued a set of stamps depicting the Axum Obelisk 
on  Sept 3, 1998 (Scott # 1490-2).   
 
Looted Treasure Goes Home to Africa 
Italy agrees to return ancient granite pillar 
that Mussolini too from Ethiopia 
By Samson Mulugeta 
AFRICA CORRESPONDENT,  November 10, 2003 
 
Johannesburg, South Africa - For 66 years, a 
piece of Africa has occupied a major square in 
Rome, a symbol of Italy's erstwhile colonial 
ambition that still burned among some Italians 
even after the fall of its principal architect, 
dictator Benito Mussolini. 

 
Scott #1490 Sept 3, 1998 

Axum Obelisk taken from Ethiopia 
 
The 2,500-year-old Obelisk of Axum has 
provided a constant reminder to the world of 
Mussolini's unrequited yearning for a fascist 
empire.  Last week Italy finally began to 
dismantle the 78-foot, 200-ton, solid granite 
pillar so the looted treasure can be sent home to 

the historic Horn of Africa town of Axum in 
northern Ethiopia. 
 
The action would end a public relations headache 
over a subject Italy does not like to dwell on: its 
1935-1941 occupation of Ethiopia in which 
Mussolini's troops introduced one of the first 
aerial uses of poison gas on civilians and 
soldiers. 
      
"Nothing like this has ever been returned 
before," professor Richard Pankhurst, a scholar 
of Ethiopian history at Addis Ababa University, 
said by telephone from Ethiopia. "From now on, 
no one will talk about looting and restitution 
without mentioning the Axum obelisk." 
 
The decades-long pressure on Italy to return the 
obelisk had come from the African Union, 
scholars around the world and 15,000 Axumites 
who fired off a petition to Rome asking for their 
giant rock back. 
   
In its heyday, Axum was viewed, along with 
Rome and Persia, as a major center of commerce 
and power. In 400 AD, its emperor, Ezana, was 
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Looted Treasure  (continued from page 12) 
the first leader in the world to declare 
Christianity a state religion. 
 
The return of the obelisk has become a national 
obsession in Ethiopia, a poor nation of 67 
million people rich in culture and civilization 
that stretches to one thousand years before the 
birth of Christ.  "It's a huge deal because [the 
obelisk] is a major testament to Ethiopia's 
prodigious historic heritage," author and 
journalist Indrias Getachew said by phone from 
Ethiopia's capital, Addis Ababa. 
 
Some Italians were outspoken in urging their 
government to keep the obelisk, saying it would 
be in poor taste to remove it from Rome. "In  

 
public works, fascism produced exceptional 
things, universally recognized," Vittorio Sgarbi, 
a former Culture Ministry official told reporters 
last year. "So dismantling it is a sign of great 
incivility." 
 

 
Scott #1491 Sept 3, 1998 

Negotiations for return of Obelisk 
 

 
 
The return would be one of the few instances of 
a restoration of a looted antiquity to its rightful 
owner. Many European and some American 
museums are filled with war booty from the far 
corners of the world. 
 
 
The case of the purloined obelisk began in 1935 
when Italy invaded Ethiopia, casting its 
occupation as a civilizing mission to darkest 
Africa. Mussolini's soldiers who descended on 
the ancient city of Axum were surprised to find 
evidence of a civilization that thrived during the 
same period as the Roman Empire. Mussolini 
ordered that one of the elaborately carved 
obelisks dotting Axum be dismantled and 
shipped to Rome. 
 
 
Mussolini's foreign adventures were extremely 
popular among the Italian public in the early 
years. More than 400,000 Romans came out to 
cheer "Il Duce" as he declared the conquest of 
Abyssinia, as Ethiopia was known then. But they 
turned against him quickly when military defeats 
piled up, deposing him before partisans captured 
him and his mistress near Milan and hung them 
upside down in a public square. 
 

 
Scott #1492  Sept 3, 1998 

Obelisk scheduled to have been returned 
 

But the obelisk remained. Successive Italian 
governments gave various reasons for balking at 
its return: The obelisk was "a gift" from 
Ethiopia, it could be damaged in transport, it 
would be costly to dismantle. 
"Many Italians continued to look at Mussolini's 
invasion as a civilizing mission, despite the use 
of poison gas," Pankhurst said. 
 
 
Ethiopians found some long-awaited satisfaction 
Friday, November 7th, with the first concrete 
steps to disassemble the obelisk into three parts 
for the trip home. A 22-foot piece weighing 40 
tons was removed from the top for the eventual 
voyage back to Axum.  
Copyright © 2003, Newsday, Inc. |  Distributed by Tribune 
Media Services.  Reprinted with permission  
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Archaeology Today 
 
Egypt Bans New Excavations by 
Foreign Scholars 
Southern monuments will be off-limits for the 
next ten years in an attempt to prevent the 
destruction of rich archaeological sites. 
Egypt will not permit any new foreign 
expeditions to begin excavations in southern 
Egypt for the coming decade in an attempt to 
preserve the monuments, the antiquities chief 
said on Wednesday.                     . 
Zahi Hawass, head of the Supreme Council of 
Antiquities, said concentration is instead needed 
at sites in the Nile Delta and in the desert. 
"We say this for the sake of the monuments,"  
Hawass told reporters. "We are not going to 
please you [foreigners] and destroy the 
monuments.''  (Eds. Note:  during the UNESCO effort 
to Save Nubian Monuments during the building of the 
Aswan High Dam, while many sites were saved, even 
more were lost and not always the best sites were saved.  
Glamour played a large part in the decision making and 
Egypt has lost much of her history to the floodwaters of 
the High Dam.) 
Lees verder bij: Taipei Times (26 september 2003) 

 
Stamp issued by Kyrzkstan 1995 

 
Drought that Destroyed a Civilization 
It is one of history's biggest mysteries and has 
confounded experts for hundreds of years. 
But a team of scientists believe they have 
discovered why the world's first great 
civilization, established in Egypt nearly 5000 
years ago, crumbled and plunged into a dark 
age that lasted for more than 1000 years. 
The researchers, including one academic from 
St Andrews University, have produced new 
evidence linking the demise of the Egyptian Old 
Kingdom with decades of drought after a study 
of layers of sediment at the source of the Blue 
Nile at Lake Tana in northern Ethiopia. 
Lees verder bij: The Herald (11 november 2003) 
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Met Police Swoop on Illicit Iraqi 
Antiques 
Three antiques dealers have been arrested in a 
secret police operation to combat the growing 
trade in artifacts stolen from Iraq. 
Officers from Scotland Yard's Arts and Antiques 
Unit have recovered a number of valuable pieces 
stolen from Iraqi museums and archaeological 
sites since 1990. It follows newly introduced 
United Nations laws that came into force in 
Britain in June which make it an offence to be 
knowingly involved in the importation or 
exportation of illegally removed Iraqi cultural 
property. 
Lees verder bij: The Independent (26 oktober 2003) 

 
UNESCO Sees Time for Social Action 
at Angkor *   
Most of the serious problems affecting the 
United Nations World Heritage site of Angkor in 
Cambodia have been solved thanks to a 10-year 
international preservation campaign. 
The time has now come for projects that will 
directly benefit the local population, according to 
an international conference held over the 
weekend. 

 
 
The results of the campaign to save the vast 
archaeological complex of temples, thanks to the 
efforts of the international community which has 
invested more than $50 million, the commitment 
of Cambodia's authorities and coordination led 
by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), speak for themselves, 
UNESCO said in a report today on the 
conference, held in Paris. 
Lees verder bij: United Nations (17 november 2003) 
 
*Next issue of Old World Archaeologist will 
have a story about Angkor, it’s discovery and 
preservation in the jungles of Cambodia. 
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Archaeology Today 
50000 Year Old Rock Paintings Found 
Rock paintings dating back to about 50000 years, 
made by the prehistoric man, have been found in 
Kathotia village near Bhopal, India.  This 
important discovery has been made by Rock Art 
Society President Giriraj Kishore and 
Department of Archaeology. 
Kishore had recently come to Bhopal and he was 
examining rock art in areas close to Kolar. About 
20 kilometres ahead of Kolar Road he found 
hundreds of cup marks engraved by prehistoric 
man on two large mountain rocks. 
Lees verder bij: Central Chronicle (18 november 2003) 
 
Lost City of Atlantic Found 
The lost city of Atlantis is not deep beneath the 
ocean -- the ancient metropolis is buried under 
the sands of the Sahara Desert!  Archaeologist 
Dr. Carla Sage points out that according to  
 

 
ancient accounts, the Mycenaean, Cretan and 
Egyptian civilizations all traded with Atlantis -- 
which would have been unlikely if it lay in the 
North Atlantic as many believe. 

 
Souvenir Sheet issued by Maldive Islands 

 
"Atlantis was clearly within easy trading distance 
of Troy and the other city states of the 
Mediterranean," she says. "I believe Atlantis was 
the capital of a vast North African empire with 
ports on the Gulf of Sidra. 
Lees verder bij: Weekly World News (23 november 2003) 

 
 
 
OWASU Society News 
OWASU was represented at the first ever, 
experimental, single frame competition on the 
international level in Bangkok, Thailand from 4 - 
13 October, 2003. Fran Adams entered his single 
frame thematic exhibit "Dark Caves - Bright 
Visions" The exhibit's theme is cave painting of 
the European Ice Age. Gold, silver and bronze 
awards were available and his exhibit managed 
to rate a silver medal with a total of 83 points. 
Congratulations!   
 
Webmaster Fran Adams has been doing an 
excellent job with our website.  He informs me 
that he is pacing himself for one award per 
month.  Since I have another month before this is 
published, I better hold some more space for 
him.  Our first award is on the cover, with 
numbers 2 and 3 are on page 6. 
 
In the Next Issue of Old World Archaeologist --- 
Angkor ! 
 

 

 
 
 
Inquiry from Textilrama: 
I have been sent an inquiry from the Textiles on 
Stamps Study Unit regarding the Lithuania 
souvenir sheet which was listed in October’s 
journal.  The stamp in question is shown below 
in an enlarged image.  Does anyone out there 
know if this is a sewing instrument?  Mr. John 
Monson asked if I could ask my members if the 
image on the stamp could be some sort of sewing 
needle.  If anyone can help please contact me 
and I will pass on the information to Mr. 
Monson.  It likely is made of bone and does 
resemble a needle of some sort.  Or something 
used to weave? 

 
Scott #726 issued June 22, 2003 
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Last Minute Items 
Our website award for December was received around the 15th.  The journal had already been “put to bed” 
to get on with the holidays, but some space was held  -- just in case! 
 

Morning Star's Award Program 

12/15/03 
Congratulations! 
We'd like to thank you for a site well put together. 
We have completed the process of viewing and 
evaluating your site. We're pleased to say that your 
site has been accepted for our Business Platinum 
Award. 

- Morning Star 

 
 
Another Congratulations to webmaster Fran Adams who set up the site, maintains it and updates it 
probably the most frequently on the web.  How often have you gone to a website to see ‘last updated 
2001’ or something to that effect?    I belong to several organizations who update their websites on a 
regular basis - - monthly!  If you do not have a computer to see this site, your local library can extend to 
you internet access and even bring up the site for you.   
 
Scientists try to Rebuild a Buddha 
Genevam, Swiss based scientists have created a 
model of a huge Buddha statue destroyed by the 
former Taliban regime in Afghanistan and said 
Wednesday (Nov. 12th) and they hope it will be used 
to rebuild the ancient figure. 
The team used 30-year old photographs and special 
software to build the three-deminsional model, which 
represents the larger of two standing Buddhas the 
hardline Islamic group blew up with dynamite in 
March 2001. 
The fundamentalist Taliban considered them 
“idolatrous” and against the tenets of Islam. 
Rebuilding the Buddhas on location would cost about 
$30million each, said professor Armin Gruen.  Most 
likely, the recreation would be made of concrete 
covered with plaster.  We believe there are enough 
private people in the world that have strong ties to 
Buddhism who would be prepared to donate the 
money if they had the approval of UNESCO.” 
UNESCO, the United Nations cultural organization, 
has been discussing what to do about the Buddhas.  
Some experts support rebuilding them; others say 
they should be left as they are because destruction 
also is part of a country’s cultural heritage. 

The team is now working on a replica one-tenth of he 
original, or about 17½ feet high.  That should be done 
by next spring and will go on display at the Kabul 
Museum, which is being rebuilt. 
“We have to wait until there is at least a roof on the 
museum before putting in the Buddha,” Gruen said. 
The News & Observer, Thurs Nov 13, 2003, Naomi 
Koppel, AP 
Article sent by Eileen Meier 
 
Ancient Earrings Come Home 
The son of a British archaeologist has returned two 
ancient golden earrings found by his father in 
Kouklia to the Department of Antiquities in Cyprus. 
Dr Tim Milford, the son of professor Terence 
Milford, personally delivered the earrings to the 
director of the Department of Antiquities, Sophocles 
Hadjisavva, who hailed his gesture as an example 
for others to follow even after the earrings were in 
the family of the professor for years. 
Maria Hadjicosti, Curator of Antiquities, 
emphasized yesterday that, “were it not for the 
actions of Dr Milford, others would not have been 
able to appreciate the artifacts in a museum.” 
Lees verder bij: Cyprus Mail (6 november 2003) 

 
 
page 16                                                                                                                                                                      old world archaeologist 
 
 

http://www.cyprus-mail.com/news/main.php?id=11753&archive=1
http://www.geocities.com/msawards�

	The Old World Archaeologist
	Journal of the Old World Archaeological Study Unit

	Lascaux
	The REAL Story of the Discovery –
	Old World Archaeologist

	Old World
	Archaeological
	Study Unit
	President
	Immediate Past President
	Board of Directors
	From the Editor


	And Another one!
	President’s Message
	New Digs

	New stamp issues
	New Digs

	New stamp issues  (continued from page  7 )
	Archaeology Today – Continuing at Lascaux
	Seven Sisters star map in Lascaux cave [Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies]
	Archaeology Today
	Egypt Bans New Excavations by Foreign Scholars
	Drought that Destroyed a Civilization
	Met Police Swoop on Illicit Iraqi Antiques
	Archaeology Today
	OWASU Society News

	Last Minute Items



