
 
Roman Germany 
By Caroline Scannell 

 

The Roman occupation of southwest Germany 
dates from 15 BC. This was the beginning of the 
Alpine Campaign, in which Drusus and Tiberius, 
the adopted sons of Caesar Augustus, brought the 
foothills of the Alps under Roman rule. Together 
with the left bank of the Rhine, conquered by 
Julius Caesar, the area was intended to serve as 
the starting point for the conquest of Germania.  

In the year AD 7 Publius Quinctilius Varus became Governor of the occupied Germanic area. Rome assumed 
the conquered lands would become a normal Province, however, they did not reckon with the German’s 
resistance. 
 
In AD 9, a Germanic tribe attacked the Roman army. In the Battle of the Teutoburger Forest the large Roman 
army suffered a devastating defeat. Varus committed suicide and far away in Rome, Ceasar Augustus 
lamented: "Varus, Varus return my legions". 
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Following the devastating battle in the Teutoburger Forest, the aggressive politics for the conquering of 
Germania were laid to rest for several decades and it was not until the rule of Claudius another attack on 
southwest Germany was attempted, and this was around the middle of the first century AD. The attack was 
successful in conquering the German lands up to the Danube River and establishing a series of fortresses. 

 
 
Trier is Germany's oldest city. It is located on the western bank of the Moselle 
River in a valley between low vine-covered hills of ruddy sandstone. It is located 
in the state of Rhineland-Palatinate near the German border with Luxembourg. 
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The Romans under Julius Caesar subdued the Celtic Treverans around 55 BC. When the Roman provinces in 
Germany were reorganized in 16 BC, it was decided that Trier, then called Augusta Treverorum, should 
become the regional capital.  
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      depicting The Black Gate 

 
The city is known for its well-preserved Roman buildings, among them the Porta Nigra, the best preserved 
Roman City Gate north of the Alps, a complete amphitheatre, ruins of several Roman baths, and the huge 
Basilica, a basilica in the original Roman sense is the 67meter length throne hall of Roman Emperor 
Constantine; today it is used as a Protestant church. 

 
 
When  Emperor Charlemagne wanted to construct the cathedral at Aachen 
(Aix-la-Chapelle) 800AD, he had to have ancient columns imported from 
Ravenna, since there were no longer stonemasons in Franconia capable of 
carving them. 
 

1973, Scott #1109 
 
Aachen is the westernmost city in the corner where Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands meet. The city 
played a prominent role in German history; in the Middle Ages it was an imperial city, the residence of kings 
and emperors and site of many coronations. It is said that Emperor Charlemagne chose Aachen as his 
favorite residence and site of the Frankish Court because of the hot springs. Parts of Charlemagne’s original 
palace have survived in the cathedral (UNESCO World Heritage site) and the Town Hall.   
  

 
Augsburg was founded in 15 BC under the rule of Emperor 
Augustus, and grew to become a major trading center. Augsburg 
was founded (c.14 B.C.) by Augustus as a Roman garrison called 
Augusta Vindelicorum.  

 
 

Jan 10, 1985 Scott #1432 
 
Koblenz, the gateway to the Middle Rhine UNESCO World 
Heritage site, lies on two world-famous rivers, the Rhine and the 
Moselle.  Two thousand years of historical heritage are 
documented at the city’s numerous museums.   

Jan 9, 2992, Scott #1696
(Continued on page 6) 
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Cologne (Köln) is one of Germany’s most original cities with 2,000 years of historical and 
cultural heritage, from Roman and medieval to the present day.  There are 12 great 
Romanesque churches in the inner city (5th to 13th  Century), also Roman towers and gates.  
 
    

1924, Scott #338 
 
Regensburg is a historic city in a unique state of preservation, living witness to two 
thousand years of rich and colorful history. At every turn there are historical 
monuments and architectural marvels.  The Neupfarrplatz Museum exhibits 
underground archaeological sites on Neupfarrplatz Square (Roman era, Medieval 
Jewish quarter, etc.). 
                    April 6, 1995, Scott #1888 
 
Archaeologists have discovered the remains of a Roman theatre in the nearby small German town of Kuenzing, 
suggesting that soldiers at the front were entertained by gladiators and animal fights.  Known as Quintanis in 
Roman times, the town was on the Danube frontier of the Roman empire and garrisoned by 500 mercenaries.  The 
archaeologists were astonished to discover an oval area of post holes and realized they were looking at the remains 
of wooden grandstands round an arena.  "This is the first time a forgotten theatre has been rediscovered in 
Germany," said Karl Schmotz, archaeologist of Deggendorf county. "There are only a handful of Roman 
amphitheatres in the whole of Germany." 
 
Also in the area is the Castle of the Princes of Thurn and Taxis, Beualieu.  A former abbey expanded in the 19th 
Century to create the present Castle complex, which is still inhabited and open to the public. 
 

Speyer Cathedral, Cathedral Square – The foundation stone of the majestic cathedral 
was laid in around 1030 by Konrad II. It is the city’s most famous landmark and its 
striking form is visible from far and wide. Added to UNESCO’s World Heritage list in 
1981, Speyer Cathedral is one of the biggest and most important Romanesque buildings 
in existence. The impressive crypt contains the tombs of eight emperors and kings. 
Jan 12, 1990, Scott #1591 

ainz has a long and rich history, documented by Roman remains dating back 2,000 

                                                       
                 

 
eidelberg is world famous for its romantic castle and its picturesque Old Town with its 
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M
years and the magnificent buildings bequeathed by the princes elector of the Baroque 
period. The close interrelationship of church and city history is documented by the 
imposing cathedral, which dominates the Mainz’s striking skyline.  Stamp at right 
depicts the Drusus Stone & Old View of Mainz. 

    May 10, 1962, Scott #848 
                                                                      

H
winding alleys steeped in history. Every year this young city with its old history inspires and 
delights countless visitors from all over the world.  
 
 
34July 18, 1996, Scott #19
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rankfort-am-Main was a Roman town founded in the 1st Century A.D. In 

m

 1949 Frankfurt lost the parliamentary election for the status of West-German capital by only one vote to Bonn 

assau, the town on 3 rivers, (the Danube, the Inn and the Ilz) was an 

2000, Scott #2072 

 
riginally a Roman camp, Straubing later became (1353) the capital of the duchy 

 

 
F
the 8th Century Frankfurt became a royal residence under Charlemagne. After 
the Treaty of Verdun (843) it was briefly the capital of the kingdom of the 
Eastern Franks (i.e., Germany). It prospered as a commercial center and held 
annual fairs (first mentioned 1240) that drew merchants from all of Europe. 
Frankfurt was designated by Emperor Charles IV as the seat of the imperial 
elections, which took place in the chapel of the Church of St. Bartholomew. 
It was made a free imperial city in 1372.  The city has been at the political 
 855-1792 Frankfurt was the electoral city for the German Emperors of the center of Germany for centuries. Fro

Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation, which ultimately failed to establish a central government over all of 
Germany.  
 
In
(near Cologne), which was chosen mainly because of its proximity to the home of the first West-German chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer. Stamp depicting Frankfort-am-Main issued Feb 10, 1994, Scott #1823 
 
P  
ancient Roman colony of ancient Noricum called Batavis, Latin for "for the 
Batavi" and got its name from the Roman fort of Batavis. After 739 AD 
Passau grew to become the biggest bishopric on the Danube with its 
domain extending all the way to Hungary.  Archaelogical findings prove 
that the area was settled more than 7000 years ago. The Batavi were an 
ancient Germanic tribe mentioned often by classical authors, and they were 
regularly associated with the Suebian marauders, the Heruli.   
 

O
of Bavaria-Straubing, which was ruled by a branch of the Wittelsbach family. 
Noteworthy buildings include the Peterskirche, a 12th-century Romanesque 
church; the Gothic Church of St. Jacob (15th–16th Century); and the Gothic city 
hall (1382).  Straubing also has a museum; which contains Roman artifacts. 
 

Mar 10, 1997, Scott #1960 
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eissenburg was founded in the 9th Century on a Roman site. It became a free imperial city in the mid-14th 

(Continued on page 8) 
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W
Century and passed to Bavaria in 1806. Points of interest in the picturesque town include remains of Roman 
fortifications and of the town's medieval walls; the late Gothic town hall (1476); and the Carmelite church (15th 
Century). 
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Weisbaden is a city of west-central Germany on the Rhine River west of Frankfurt. 
Founded as a Celtic settlement in the third century BC, it has been a noted spa since Roman 

Xanten was first settled by isolated tribes around the year 2000BC. Around 15 BC the 
Roman camp Castra Vetera was created on the Fürstenberg near the today's locality 

                 
Marcus Ulpius Traianus, amed the city into Colonia Ulpia Traiana. The colony became the second 

by Colonia Agrippinensis 

ricensimae", which was meant to be smaller but when fortified was easier to defend. At the 
eginning of the 5th century assaults by Germanic tribes increased so that the Colonia was finally abandoned.  

 the 
heban Legion, in 363 near the today's town of Birten as they refused to sacrifice to the Roman Gods. Since 

 

times. Wiesbaden became a free imperial city around 1242 AD and passed to Prussia in 
1866.  Wiesbaden was founded as a Celtic settlement in the 3rd Century BC.  In the 1st and 
2d Centuries AD it was a popular Roman spa known as Aquae Mattiacorum.  There are 
remains of the Roman water conduits and walls that served the spa.  
 

1964, Scott #874 

Birten. It had been occupied by 8,000 to 10,000 legionaries, and was the main base of the 
Classis Germanica.  After the destruction of Castra Vetera a second camp was established 
at the Bislicher Insel, named "Castra Vetera II", which became the base camp of Legio VI 
Victrix.  A nearby created settlement, which was inhabited by 10,000 to 15,000 usually  
   former legionaries, was given the rights id a Colonia in 110 by the Roman emperor  
who also ren

July 15, 1975, Scott #1199

most important commercial post in the province of Germania inferior, only beaten 
(today's Cologne). In 122 Vetera II became the camp of Legio XXX Ulpia Victrix, which substituted VI Victrix, 
moved to Britania..  
 
In 275 the Colonia (Colony) was almost destroyed by Germanic tribes, so in the area of the Colonia a new city was 
established named "T
b
 
The legend of the Nibelungs states that Siegfried of Xanten was born in these times inside the ruins of the Colonia. 
The Christian, Viktor of Xanten is supposed to have been executed, together with 360 members of
T
then Viktor of Xanten is considered a martyr and later a protection patron of the cathedral established over his 
assumed burial place. 
 
Archaeological Site of Villa Rustica 
We find ourselves in southwestern Germany between Stuttgart and Lake Constance at the end of the 1st century 

D. For the past few years this area has been under Roman rule. In addition to castells (fortresses) and towns, 
ed to provide food for the inhabitants. Thus, a family, whose 

A
Farming estates, in Latin villae rusticae, have develop
name we no longer know, decide to settle here in Hechingen-Stein and build a Villa Rustica. 
 

  
  Sept 5, 2002, #2176 
 

an end. The villa is 
forgotten, gradually decays and is overgrown by the surrounding woods.  
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For about 200 years, people live and work on this farm. It is deserted only 
after Roman rule in southwest Germany comes to 

More than 1,700 years later and purely by chance, the building is 
discovered, excavated and partially rebuilt. Today, there is an open-air 
museum where each year thousands of visitors come to relax, to learn about 
and experience Roman times. You can get to know this museum right here 
and we hope, sometime in the future, to be able to welcome you in person at 
the Villa Rustica. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Little has been preserved over the centuries. A few 

such as the Porta Nigra in Trier or the corner 

July 14, 1976               
 

By Caroline Scannell       (Continued from page 8) 

monuments, 
tower of the city wall at Cologne are all that remain to 
remind us of the flowering of Roman culture nearly 2000 
years ago. 

Roman Artifacts #1221          Roman Artifacts #B658 
  Oct 15, 1987 

 
President’s Message 

hile celebrating the marriage of a friend recently, I 
ctible topic in the 

 for me to visit a 

wall before leaving.  He had 

at box of stuff 

Secretary's Summary 
At our business meeting at Washington, 2006, we W

wondered if there was a colle
subject.  The Etruscan tombs show husband and wife 
together, in a pleasant (supposedly) middle age.  
There are frescos showing family scenes.  Is this a 
practical idea for a topic, or would people want to 
collect anything but domestic bliss? 
  
I had an opportunity to visit Israel and Turkey 

cently.  My hosts made it possiblere
few archaeological sites during my brief visit.  I have 
some great memories to last my lifetime.  The best 
was standing at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, and 
feeling the reverence.   
 
My guide could not leave without saying a special 
prayer, and kissing the 
been in the Israeli military, and told me some stories 
of his service time.  He loves his homeland, and 
knows how to show it off to a visitor. 
  
Have a great summer, and return to collecting in the 
fall refreshed, and ready to clean up th
you have been putting off for months. 
 

discussed the following: 
A)  Proposed new bylaws were discussed, and were 
voted on with minor modifications.  They will be 
distributed with the next issue, since October is the 
heaviest issue of the year.   
B)  The need for new officers was discussed.  
Specifically, we need a Secretary/Treasurer, or two 

ople to split the duties, a vice President, and a pe
webmaster, or assistant webmaster, which Caroline 
has agreed to try. 
C)  The need for a dues increase was discussed, and 
an increase to $15  domestic, and $23 for overseas 
was voted.  This is the first increase in the 25 years 
plus of our existence.  We have weathered several 
postal increases, though ink prices remain stagnant 
(neither up nor down), paper costs are going up and 
we are depleting the treasury at an alarming rate. 
D)  Our Editor discussed some of her methodology in 
laying out the newsletter, and obtaining articles for 
publication.  Also, how she balances page content 
and number of pages versus postal expenses.  It 
works, as she won two nice awards last year for the 
quality of the newsletter. 

Help Wanted 
We really need more involvement from members, especially to take over some of these positions (Secretary & 

y don’t require much really, just some input and paperwork once or twice a year.  Since I collect 
g 

n 

Treasurer).   The
the dues I like the bank account right where it is, in a bank found throughout the country so I can deposit in Lon
Island and it’s credited in Massachusetts same day.  There was even a branch across the street from the Conventio
Center in Washington DC. 
 

News of Our Members 
or Washington 2006, the lF iterature class contained an electronic entry - 'Bone and Stone' - based on the single 

ture exhibit can be viewed online at Bone and Stoneframe exhibit 'Neandertal'. The litera  web site, by Fran Adams. 

006

The literature was awarded a large vermeil medal in the competition. Fran also received a silver medal for his 
single frame cave art exhibit "Dark Caves - Bright Visions".  Congratulations Fran! 
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