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Angkor Wat and its Philatelic Heritage 
By Christian Kolker 
 

Vatican City, Petra, The Colosseum. These outstanding historical locations 
cannot compare to the massive religious sanctum that is Angkor Wat. Angkor 
Wat is a sacred temple located in northwest Cambodia, where it was 
constructed as a Hindu temple, then gradually transforming to a Buddhist 
temple. The largest religious complex in the world, yet forgotten for centuries, 
Angor Wat has proven to be mysterious and exotic for generations of 
archaeological enthusiasts.  In this article, we will discover the ancient history 
of Angkor Wat.  

 
Artwork of Helio-Vaugirard 1950s 

 
The design of the complex itself took place in the 12th century during the reign of Suryavarman II (ruling 113- c.1150), 
the Khmer king reigning at that time. The exact start date is unknown, but Angkor Wat was finished in approximately 
1155 AD. It was dedicated to Vishnu the god of protection, and served as a king’s state temple and capital city. The 
name is appropriate:  Angkor Wat means “temple city” in Khmer, the local language. 
 

 
Cambodia East Gate Angkor Thom,1954. 
 

 
According to local legend, Angkor Wat was ordered by Precha ket Mealea 
(son of Indra the King of the Gods) to act as a palace. It was apparently 
believed by some to have been built in a single night by a divine architect. 
Then in 1177 Angkor Wat was sacked by the Chams (the traditional enemy 
of the Khmer.) After the invasion, the empire was restored to a new king, 
Jayarvaman VII, the Khmer king reigning at the time. He established a new 
capital and state temple (Angkor Thom and Bayon) a few kilometers to the 
north. 

Despite popular folklore in the West, Angkor Wat was never completely abandoned, although neglect of the great 
temple complex seems to have started in the 16th century.  By the 17th century, there were a few people living there and 
was still acting as a Buddhist temple. During that time fourteen inscriptions have been found, serving as evidence that 
Japanese-Buddhist pilgrims established small settlements alongside Khmer locals. Then fast-forward to the mid-
Nineteenth century to a French naturalist and explorer named Henri Mouhot.   He “rediscovered” Angkor Wat for the 
popular culture of the west in 1860, when he wrote of it saying: 
One of these temples- a rival to that of Solomon, and erected by some ancient Michael Angelo - might take an honorable 

place beside our most beautiful buildings. It is grander than anything left to us by Greece or Rome, and presents a sad 

contrast to the state of barbarism in which the nation is now plunged. 

To Khmer People, Angkor Wat is more than just an ancient pile of stones, it is more than just the remains of a highly advanced 

kingdom, it is more than just a tourist attraction - to the Khmers it is a symbol of hope.   (Seng 2005)     

(cont’d pg 3) 
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From the Editor:   
   
Well, the last issue actually went out on schedule, first one in a 
while.  This one is scheduled to go out at a stamp show that is 
itself a week early. 
 
At the end of October I will be visiting APS Headquarters to 
attend another stamp show.  This one sponsored by the United 
Nations Philatelists, Inc.  An ad for it has appeared in the last 
issue as well as this one. 

 
I cannot believe its dues time again.  Time to go over the 
membership list, by January I will have at least 2 people who 
have moved their domicile.  Usually by return of the journal 
with a nixie sticker advising me that ‘forwarding time has 
expired’ with no forwarding address.  I also use the 
questionnaire to garner what articles members liked as opposed 
to what they actually collect.  Amazing the differences.  But 
this helps me gage what articles members find interesting and I 
keep it in mind when scouring for articles for Archaeology 
Today.  I keep trying to put something about the Americas in 
the journal but as it is not my sphere I don’t know where to 
start.  I have a few half done articles.  Sometimes I go through 
the website for ideas. 
 
Speaking of website, our website has a downloadable flyer you 
can print out (it’s half page size) and put out a dozen or so at a 
stamp show you are attending on the literature table.  If there 
is an ATA table at the show you can place them there because 
the ATA has a policy of pushing the study units, of which we 
are one.   If you cannot print out the flyers let me know and I 
will send you some.  The information on them does not 
change and I have been using the same ones for more than 10 
years.  I just change the color paper I use and photo copy on a 
bright color.   
 
Less stamps are being issued today than were 10 years ago or 
even 5 years ago.  I now check only 6 pages of listings every 2 
weeks – it used to be 10 pages every 2 weeks.  I am pleased to 
tell all you Abu Simbel people that Egypt has recently issued 
two new sets. A block of 4 containing Philae at Aswan and one 
for Abu Simbel depicting a gentleman I hope to be able to 
identify in this issue.  Especially since it is in my exhibit.   
 
We need articles, we need members.  
 
Remember to fill out the questionnaire!  Thanks. 

Caroline 
 

  



Angkor Wat and its Philatelic Heritage 
By Christian Kolker 
 

The immaculate architecture of Angkor Wat is simply mind-blowing. The temple is actual oriented to the west, which 
has led many to believe that to serve as a funeral temple, as the west is the “direction “ of death in Hindu mythology. If 
one could get a bird’s eye view of the building, Angkor Wat is a representation of the constellation Draco, literally 
meaning “Dragon” in Latin.  

 
Bas-Relief Victory of Vishnu over demons 
 

 
VICTORY  OF VISHNU OVER THE DEMONS 
Perhaps the best part of Angkor Wat is the inscription carved in a wall 
of Vishnu called “Victory of Vishnu over the Demons.” It shows 
Vishnu with four arms resting on the arms of Garuda (a large legendary 
bird considered to be the mount of Vishnu) while slaughtering demons 
left and right while dispersing the bodies. The leaders of the demons are 
surrounded by marching soldiers while another group of warriors 
follow.  

BATTLE BETWEEN THE GODS & THE DEMONS 
Another amazing Inscription is the “Battle Between the Gods and the 
Demons.” A procession of 21 gods of the Brahmanic pantheon (literally 
meaning Temple of Brahmanism) march in procession carrying classic 
attributes and riding traditional mounts. One god battles against a 
demon while warriors on both sides battle in the background. A series 
of adversaries follow: Kubera, God of riches (with bow and arrow), 
appears on the shoulders of a Yaksa (a broad class of nature-spirits); 
followed by Skanda, God of war (multiple heads and arms), mounted on 
a peacock; Indra stands on his mount the elephant; Vishnu (four arms) 
sits on his mount, a Guard; a demon (tiered heads) shaking swords; 
Yama, God of Death and, Justice (sword and shield), stands in a chariot  

 
Bas-Relief Battle Between Gods & Demons 

pulled by horses; and Varian, God of the Water, stands on a five-headed serpent harnessed like a beast of burden. 
(touismcambodia, 2017) 
  

Angkor Wat symbolizes many things, but the temple also represents Mount 
Meru, a sacred mountain with five peaks. In Hindu, Jain, and Buddhist cosmo-
logy Mount Meru is the center of all physical, metaphysical, and spiritual uni-
verses. While Angkor Wat is a representation of the constellation Draco, it was 
also looked upon as a miniature replica of the universe, even if not physically so.  
 
In my opinion and as many others, Angkor Wat is one of the greatest old world 
archeological sites to ever exist. By exploring more into Angkor Wat, one can 
find more fascinating and exciting details.   
 

 
Cambodia Angkor Wat, Scott #2176, 
July 9, 2002 

Philatelics-  What is most surprising is that despite it being the largest religious complex in the world, with 
representations of two major religions, Hinduism and Buddhism, Angkor Wat has been depicted primarily only on 
Indochina and Cambodian stamps.  A recent 2015 issue from the United Nations finally breaks the mold as a part of 
their World Heritage Sites series. 
 

   

The first issue found is Indochina 
Scott number 131 and 131a, issued 
September 26, 1927 for general use.  
Angkor Wat’s next representation was 
in 1941 as a part of Vichy France, and 
were never released in Indo-China 
(Scott 209-209a).   

(cont’d pg 4)

Indo-China Scott #131, issued 1927         Indo-China Scott #209a, issued 1941 
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Angkor Wat and its Philatelic Heritage 
By Christian Kolker 
 

While this remains a very popular 
collectible item with historical 
significance, it was widely produced, 
and remains a commonly found 
item. Surcharges and overprints were 
done as well. 
 
The most definitive series done by 
Cambodia for Angkor Wat is the 
lithographed series of 1996 and 
1997.  Covering 14 different issues, 
Scott numbers 1534-1547, these 
stamps have many different views of 
Angkor Wat. 
 
 

       

     
 

 
United Nations issued 2015 

Finally, as part of the UN 
World Heritage site series, 
Angkor Wat was finally 
honored with a stamp.  
Showing a more contem-
porary photograph of 
Angkor Wat, it shows an 
idealized, glowing Angkor 
Wat. 
 

This stamp seemingly 
captures the true beauty 
that is Angor Wat.  One 
can only hope that Angkor 
Wat’s beauty be similarly 
captured by philatelics in 
the future. 

 
East Gate, Angkor Thom, Dec 10, 1954, Scott 23a                                     

 

  
Soldiers Nov 1, 1961,   #95 & 96 

  
Apsaras May 5, 1972 #282 
Frieze Angkor Wat, Feb 18, 1974 #J7 
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A Brief History of Incense 
By Igor Grigorian 
A page from my exhibit of the ancient trade route. 
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United Nations 2017 WORLD HERITAGE – UNESCO Along the Silk Roads 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks to encourage the identification, 
protection and preservation of cultural and natural heritage around the world that are of outstanding value to humanity. 
This is embodied in an international treaty called the Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage, adopted by UNESCO in 1972. 
 
The Silk Roads were an interconnected web of routes linking the ancient societies of Asia, the Subcontinent, Central 
Asia, Western Asia and the Near East, and contributed to the development of many of the world’s great civilizations. 
The routes served principally to transfer raw materials, foodstuffs and luxury goods. However, these vast networks 
carried more than just merchandise and precious commodities. The constant movement of people, merchants and 
goods along these routes also brought about the transmission of and exchange of knowledge, ideas, cultures and beliefs, 
which had a profound impact on the history and civilizations of the Eurasian peoples. The Silk Roads were listed as a 
UNESCO World Cultural Heritage in 2014. 
 

Date of issue: 3 August 2017 
Designer: Sergio Baradat (United Nations) 
 

 
$0.49 Longmen Grottoes, China 

 

The grottoes and niches of Longmen contain the largest and most 
impressive collection of Chinese art of the late Northern Wei and Tang 
Dynasties. These works, entirely devoted to the Buddhist religion, 
represent the high point of Chinese stone carving. The Longmen 
Grottoes are situated on both sides of the Yi River to the south of the 
ancient capital of Luoyang, Henan province. They comprise more than 
2,300 caves and niches carved into the steep limestone cliffs over a 1 km 
stretch. The earliest caves to be carved in the late fifth and early sixth 
centuries include Guyangdong and the Three Binyang Caves, all 
containing large Buddha figures. Yaofangdong Cave contains 140 
inscription recording treatments for various diseases and illnesses. 

Work on the sculpture in this cave continued over a 150-year period, illustrating changes in artistic style. The site was 
inscribed on the World Heritage list in 2000. 
 

 
$1.15 Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain, 
Kyrgyzstan 

Sulaiman-Too Mountain in Kyrgyzstan dominates the surrounding 
landscape of the Fergana Valley and forms the backdrop to the city of 
Osh. In medieval times Osh was one of the largest cities of the fertile 
Fergana Valley at the crossroads of important routes on the Central Asian 
Silk Roads system. For more than one and a half millennia, Sulaiman was 
a beacon for travellers and was revered as a sacred mountain. Its five 
peaks and slopes contain a large assembly of ancient cult places and caves 
with petroglyphs, all interconnected with a network of ancient paths, as 
well as later mosques. The site is believed to represent the most complete 
example of a sacred mountain anywhere in Central Asia, worshipped over 
several millennia. It was inscribed on the World Heritage list in 2009. 

 

The Historic Centre of Bukhara, situated on the Silk Roads, is more than 
2,000 years old. It is the most complete example of a medieval city in 
Central Asia, with an urban fabric that has remained largely intact. 
Monuments of particular interest include the famous tomb of Ismail 
Samani, a masterpiece of tenth-century Muslim architecture, and a large 
number of seventeenth-century madrasas. Bukhara was long an important 
economic and cultural centre in Central Asia. The ancient Persian city 
served as a major centre of Islamic culture for many centuries and became 
a major cultural centre of the Caliphate in the eighth century. The real 
importance of Bukhara lies not in its individual buildings but rather in its 
overall townscape, demonstrating the consistently high level of urban  

 
CHF 1,00 Historic Centre of Bukhara, 
Uzbekistan

planning and architecture that began with the Sheibanid dynasty. It was inscribed on the World Heritage list in 1993. 
(cont’d next page) 
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United Nations 2017 WORLD HERITAGE – UNESCO Along the Silk Roads     (cont’d from previous page) 
 

Kunya-Urgench is situated in north-western Turkmenistan, on the left 
bank of the Amu Darya River. Urgench was the capital of the Khorezm 
region, part of the Achaemenid Empire. The old town contains a series of 
monuments mainly from the eleventh to sixteenth centuries, including a 
mosque, the gates of a caravanserai, fortresses, mausoleums and a 60-m 
minaret. The monuments testify to outstanding achievements in 
architecture and craftsmanship whose influence reached Iran and 
Afghanistan, and later the architecture of the Mogul Empire of sixteenth-
century India. It was inscribed on the World Heritage list in 2005. 
 

 
CHF 1,50 Kunya-Urgench, Turkmenistan

 

 
€ 0,80 Tabriz Historic Bazaar Complex, 
Iran (Islamic Republic Of) 
 

Tabriz has been a place of cultural exchange since antiquity, and its 
historic bazaar complex is one of the most important commercial centres 
on the Silk Road. Tabriz Historic Bazaar Complex consists of a series of 
interconnected covered brick structures, buildings and enclosed spaces for 
different functions. Tabriz and its bazaar were already prosperous and 
famous in the thirteenth century, when the town, in the province of 
Eastern Azerbaijan, became the capital city of the Safavid kingdom. The 
city lost its status as capital in the sixteenth century but remained 
important as a commercial hub until the end of the eighteenth century, 
with the expansion of Ottoman power. It is one of the most complete 
examples of the traditional commercial and cultural system of Iran. It was 
inscribed on the World Heritage list in 2010. 

 
€ 1,70 City of Safranbolu, Turkey 
 

The City of Safranbolu is a typical Ottoman city that played a key role in 
the caravan trade over many centuries. The settlement developed as a 
trading centre after the Turkish conquest in the eleventh century, and by 
the thirteenth century it had become an important caravan station. From 
the thirteenth century to the advent of the railway in the early twentieth 
century, Safranbolu continued to be an important point on the main east–
west trade route. The Old Mosque, Old Bath and Süleyman Pasha 
Medrese were built in 1322. During its apogee in the seventeenth century, 
Safranbolu’s architecture influenced urban development throughout much 
of the Ottoman Empire. It was inscribed on World Heritage list in 1994. 

 

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION – SILK FIRST DAY 

COVERS   -   For the “Along the Silk Roads” stamp 
issue UNPA is issuing a set of special limited edition 
first day covers in silk. A single stamp, one from each 
office, is affixed and cancelled, as appropriate, from 
New York, Geneva or Vienna on two separate 
envelopes – one for the higher value of stamps and one 
for the lower value of stamps. The covers are 
consecutively numbered. 

 

 
Cancels:     New  York,         Geneva,                   Vienna

 
The UNPA introduced its World Heritage series on Nov. 19, 1997, with stamps marking the 25th anniversary of the 
World Heritage Convention. The designs feature China’s terra-cotta warriors.  The second World Heritage set, issued 
Dec. 4, 1998, highlighted Schoenbrunn Palace in Vienna.  From 1999 through 2016, various World Heritage sites from 
the following countries or regions were honored on stamps: Australia, March 19, 1999; Spain, Oct. 6, 2000; Japan, Aug. 
1, 2001; Italy, Aug. 30, 2002; the United States, Oct. 24, 2003; Greece, Aug. 12, 2004; Egypt, Aug. 4, 2005; France, June 
17, 2006; South America, Aug. 9, 2007; Germany, May 7, 2009; Nordic Countries, May 5, 2011; Africa, Sept. 5, 2012; 
China, April 11, 2013; Taj Mahal, India, July 16, 2014; and Southeast Asia, June 5, 2015; and the Czech Republic, Sept. 
8, 2016.  For ordering information for the U.N. World Heritage stamps, visit their website; unstamps.un.org  
Email; unpanyinquiries@un.org; telephone 800-234-8672; fax 212-963-9854; or write to UNPA, Box 5900, Grand 
Central Station, New York, NY 10163-5900.  
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New Digs 
 

 

<<  Bosnia & Herezegovina (Serb Admin) 800 Years King Stefan Nemanjic  
 
Stefan Nemanjić or Stefan the First-Crowned, around 1165 – 24 September 1228) was 
Grand Prince of Serbia from 1196, and the King of Serbia from 1217 until his death in 
1228. He was the first Rascian king, and through his promotion of the Serbian Grand 
Principality into a kingdom and helping his brother Saint Sava in establishing the Serbian 
Church, he is regarded one of the most important of the long lasting Nemanjić dynasty.  
Stefan's literary opus is modest but of high quality. He wrote the "Life of Stefan Nemanja", 
a biography of his father. 

 

Stećci Medieval Tombstones Graveyards 
The serial property of 28 component sites includes a selection of 4,000 medieval tombstones 
(stećci) on the territory of four states: Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia, 
Montenegro and the Republic of Serbia. These monolithic stone tombstones (stećci) were 
created in the period from the second half of the 12th century to the 16th century, although 
they were most intensively made during the 14th and 15th centuries. The stećci are exceptional 
testimony to the spiritual, artistic and historical aspects of the medieval cultures of 
southeastern Europe, an area where traditions and influences of the European west, east and 
south entwined with earlier traditions. The stećci are notable for their inter-confessionality, 
used for burial by all three medieval Christian communities, including the Orthodox Church, 
the Catholic Church and the Church of Bosnia (which lasted for about three centuries until 
the second half of the 15th century). The characteristics that distinguish stećci from the overall 
corpus of Europe’s medieval heritage and sepulchral art, include the vast number of preserved 
monuments (over 70,000 located within over 3,300 sites), the diversity of forms and motifs, 

 
Bosnia & Hereze-
govina (Croat Amin) 
Archaeology 2017 
Tombstone Self-
Adhesive Coil  

the richness of reliefs, epigraphy and the richness of the intangible cultural heritage. The selected components represent 
a range of graveyard scales and settings.                                               From UNESCO 
 

 
Cyprus, Pafos European Capital of Culture 2017, issued March 24, 2017,  
 

The charming west coast 
town of Pafos focusses 
around an attractive little 
harbour with a picturesque 
open air fish restaurants 
line a quayside of bright 
fishing boats and pleasure 
craft. Pafos nestles in the 
lee of the Western 
Troodos Mountains,which

add another dimension to this area of scenic beauty.  Pafos is entwined with Greek mythology, and the legendary birth of 
Aphrodite on her shores brought fame and worshippers there to follow the cult of the Goddess. Landmarks associated 
with Aphrodite are the chunky, rugged rocks of her beautiful birthshore known as the Aphrodite Rocks or "Petra tou 
Romiou", the evocative sanctuary of Aphrodite at Kouklia Village, one-time shrine and scene of pagan festivals for 
thousands, the Baths of Aphrodite at Polis, supposed source of fertility and the Fountain of Love, or Fontana Amorosa, a 
few miles further into the Akamas Peninsula. Even the town's name is linked to the Goddess, for Pafos was the name of 
the mythological daughter of Venus and Pygmalion. Pafos became the capital of Cyprus under the successors of 
Alexander the Great - the Ptolemies and in those days its harbour was a busy, thriving port. It continued as the island's 
first city for more than seven centuries, retaining its importance under Roman rule Its most famous Governor Sergius 
Paulus, was converted to Christianity by St Paul in 45AD.  But Pafos history dates back a great deal further. In fact the 
whole area abounds in historical and archaeological treasures.  
 

     
Philae Temple - Aswan                  Qaitbay castle – Alexandria           The Hanging church                       Al Moez Street 

Egypt Archaeology, Architecture and Tourism,  issued September 27, 2016 issued for World Tourism Day 
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New Digs 
 

 

 <<  Egypt, Abu Simbel Temple, strip of 3 different, issued August 16, 2016 

 
Can anyone identify the gentleman in the middle stamp?  If somebody can 
advise me  would very much appreciate it.  And if somebody can get this 
information to me before October 26th I can add it to my exhibit at APS 
Headquarters.  This stamp originally appeared in the July 2017 issue. 

 
Samarkand is a city in modern-day Uzbekistan and is one of the oldest 
inhabited cities in Central Asia. There is evidence of human activity in the area 
of the city from the late Paleolithic era, though there is no direct evidence of 
when exactly Samarkand was founded; some theories indicate that it was 
founded between the 8th and 7th centuries BC. Prospering from its location on 
the Silk Road between China and the Mediterranean, at times Samarkand was 
one of the greatest cities of Central Asia. 
By the time of the Achaemenid Empire of Persia, it was the capital of the 
Sogdian satrapy. The city was taken by Alexander the Great in 329 BC, when it 
was known by its Greek name of Marakanda. The city was ruled by a 
succession of Iranian, Persian, and Turkic peoples until the Mongols under 

 
France  - UNESCO 2017 Samarkand  

No further information yet

Genghis Khan conquered Samarkand in 1220. Today, Samarkand is the capital of Samarqand Region and Uzbekistan's 
second largest city.  
The city is noted for being an Islamic centre for scholarly study. In the 14th century it became the capital of the empire of 
Timur (Tamerlane) and is the site of his mausoleum (the Gur-e Amir). The Bibi-Khanym Mosque (a modern replica) 
remains one of the city's most notable landmarks. The Registan was the ancient center of the city. The city has carefully 
preserved the traditions of ancient crafts: embroidery, gold embroidery, silk weaving, engraving on copper, ceramics, 
carving and painting on wood. In 2001, UNESCO added the city to its World Heritage List as Samarkand – Crossroads of 
Cultures. 

 

 
Greece Ancient Civilizations Forum Numbered Souvenir Sheet 
in Folder,  issued April 2017 

 
 

Greece’s aim through the Ancient Civilizations Forum 
scheduled in Athens is to give it an institutional character 
and open it up to more countries, Foreign Minister Nikos 
Kotzias said on Friday, during a press briefing on the 
forum.  “It is a great prospect and opportunity to turn it 
into a great institution which will prove to international 
institutions that one does not only need hard power, 
military or economic power, but also soft power, which 
should be upgraded,” he said.  “Upgrading culture is 
important because culture brings peace, it doesn’t bring 
war. It brings education; therefore it upgrades people’s 
quality of life.” 
Kotzias expressed his belief that Greece is a geostrategic 
and cultural hub where the civilizations of Africa, Asia 
and Europe meet, adding that the forum is part of the 
ministry’s multi-dimensional policy of soft power being 
followed which concerns utilizing intellectual, traditional, 
historical and cultural issues. 

The two-day conference is due to take place at Zappeio Hall in the Greek capital of Athens on Sunday and will feature 
representatives from China, India, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, Italy, Mexico, Peru, Bolivia as well as Greece. These states descended 
from civilizations such as Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, the Roman Empire, the Chinese empire, Persia and the Incas. 
Sunday’s conference will become the forum’s inaugural event. 
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New Digs 
 

Moldova,  National Museum of 
History - Women's Adorn-
ments, issued May 18, 2017 
 

Cercei de bucla  (Earrings),  
Pandantiv lunula  (Pendant),  
Inel  (Arm Ring),  Figula de 
tip “Monstruoso”  (Comb)        
 

The National Museum of History of Moldova (Romanian: Muzeul Național de Istorie a Moldovei) is a museum in Central 
Chişinău, Moldova. Over 263,000 exhibits, 165,000 of which belong to the national heritage, are exhibited in the National 
Museum of History, founded in 1983 on the former Regional Lyceum. It is situated in the historical center of Chişinău. In 
the museum yard there is the Capitoline Wolf, the copy of the one in Rome. Every year almost 15 exhibitions are held in 
the museum; which are important events in Moldova. The museum is structured into many scientific sections: Ancient 
History and Archaeology, Medieval History, History of Basarabia, Contemporary History, Treasures.  
The National Museum of Archaeology and History of Moldova is one of the most important museum institutions of the 
Republic of Moldova, in terms of its collection and scientific prestige. 
 

     
Nevis,  Ancient Ruins Sheetlet of 6 Different, unable to find any further information about this issue yet.  
Sites depicted are - Stonehenge, England;  Amphitheater of Jem, Tunisia;  Bagan, Burma;  Petra, Jordan;   Ellora Caves, 
India;  Easter Island, Chile;  souvenir sheet  Machu Picchu, Peru.      
 

   
Romania, Museum Collections, Ancient Jewelry, issued 2017 

Metalworkers in Dacia, an 
ancient empire in what is 
now Romania, worked gold 
into snake-shaped bracelets, 
which scholars believe were 
used as offerings to the 
gods.  The first of what 
archaeologist Barbara 
Deppert-Lippitz calls the 
"most sense-tional finds of 
the last century" sur-faced 
not in a museum but at 
Christie's in New York. 
Among more than a hundred 
pieces of ancient jewelry for 
sale on Dec 8, 1999 was Lot 
26, a spiraling, snake-shaped

gold bracelet that the auction house identified as a "massive Greek or Thracian gold armband”.             
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New Digs 

   
Romania,  Bucharest Municipality Museum, Designer: Mihail Vamasescu, Issued June 29, 2017 
The 2.50L (upper left)stamp depicts A coin from Wallachia (14th century) and a Greek vase (about 500 B.C), both from the 
heritage of the museum.  
The Palace was a private residence until the 20th century, and in 1956, it became the Municipality Museum of Bucharest’s 
new headquarters, opening to the general public later during the same year. Ever since its inauguration, the museum has 
housed numerous collections and exhibitions related to the history of Bucharest, as well as to aspects of life in the city, 
displaying valuable heritage items from archaeological sites, donations and acquisitions, thanks to the funds ensured yearly 
by the City hall. 
 

Romfilatelia is suggesting to you a noteworthy the trip, a fantasy itinerary, visiting some of the museums that are part of the  large 
network of Municipality Museum of Bucharest, by the most recent postage stamp issue, Bucharest Municipality Museum’s Artistic 
Heritage. The issue comprises six stamps and a souvenir sheet, on which are represented both emblematic monuments of the capital’s 
architecture as well as objects of Bucharest Municipality Museum’s heritage.  George Severeanu Museum was the residence of the first 
radiologist in Romania, representative of the way of life specific to the Romanian middle class from 1880-1920.  
On C. A. Rosetti Street, we encounter a particular building in Bucharest’s urban landscape, which shelters the Theodor Aman Museum, 
the first art museum in the capital. The eclectic building, which is assimilated to the French Neo-Classical style, is the home where 
Theodor Aman lived and created for nearly 22 years (1831-1891), conceiving every detail of this true „temple of art”. At the same time 
it was the first home-workshop in the Romanian space, intended from the very beginning to become a museum. The bust of the painter 
and the painting Cherries - oil on canvas, are illustrated on the stamp with face value of Lei 2.70. 
The patrimony of the Museum of Doctor Nicolae Minovici, illustrated on the stamp with a nominal value of Lei 3.50, reflects the art 
interest of a collector from the beginning of the 20th century, where textile objects (shirts, blouses, wool, scratches, blanchets) 
predominate alongside ceramic ones. The museum also holds representative collections of icons, painted eggs, and wooden objects 
specific to the local peasant household.  
In 1907, the first Romanian astronomical society appeared, named after Camille Flammarion, the well-known popularizor of sience in 
France. His friendship with the Romanian, Victor Anestin, inspired the latter to make some of the „secrets of heavens” known to the 
public. Since then, astronomy enthusiasts from all over the world have been able to see the spectacles of the celestial vault in the dome 
or on the „Admiral Vasile Urseanu” Astronomic Observatory’s terrace, illustrated on the stamp with the face value of Lei 4, together with 
one of its beautiful stained glass window. 
The edifice of the Victor Babes Museum was erected by Mircea Babes, the only son of the scholar, between 1928-1929. The high and 
spacious rooms create, through the objects on display, the atmosphere of the beginning of the 20th century. From the very beginning, 
Mircea Babes conceived the space to commemorate his father, bringing all the objects that belonged to the scholar, from his period of 
directorhip of the Institute of Bacteriology, which today bears his name. The microscope designed by Babes and his portrait appear on the 
stamp with a face value of Lei 4.50. 
The Filipescu-Cesianu house, illustrated on the stamp with the face value of Lei 15, is an example of the restoration of an older residence 
from 1846-1850 and is one of Belle Époque’s few typical aristocratic residences of Bucharest which is still true to its original design. 
The Sutu Palace, whose interior is illustrated on the souvenir sheet of the issue is one of the oldest aristocratic residences in Bucharest 
and one of the few buildings which have remained unchanged for more than 150 years. The second half of the 19th century was the 
Palace’s golden age, the first ball of each year taking place here, every February. The stamp has the face value of Lei 16.  
 
Page  # 11                                                                              The Old World Archaeologist  / October  2017 
 

 



New Digs 
 

 
Spain,  Monuments of Oviedo & Asturias Deluxe Souvenir 
Sheet in Folder (Silver Stamp) May 10, 2017 
 

In the 9th century the small Kingdom of the Asturias 
created a special religious architectural style representing 
Christianity on the Iberian peninsula. The most 
significant churches of Santa María del Naranco, San 
Miguel de Lillo and Santa Cristina de Lena around 
Oviedo were inscribed to the World Heritage list in 1985.  
 

The circular stamp depicts the church of St Mary at 
Mount Naranco. Originally constructed as a royal palace, 
it was later converted into a church. 
 

In the 9th century the flame of Christianity was kept alive 
in the Iberian peninsula in the tiny Kingdom of the 
Asturias. Here an innovative pre-Romanesque 
architectural style was created that was to play a 
significant role in the development of the religious 
architecture of the peninsula. Its highest achievements

can be seen in the churches of Santa María del Naranco, San Miguel de Lillo, Santa Cristina de Lena, the Cámara Santa 
and San Julián de los Prados, in and around the ancient capital city of Oviedo. Associated with them is the remarkable 
contemporary hydraulic engineering structure known as La Foncalada. 
 

The Fuero de Nájera is a body of local laws originating in the early 11th century. 
Nájera is a town in the Rioja region, but in the Middle Ages, it was the capital of 
the kingdom of Nájera. Sancho III, King of Pamplona, granted it a special fuero or 
body of laws, which was confirmed by Alfonso VI of Leon and Castile when he 
conquered the city in 1076, and also later by Alfonso VII, Ferdinand IV, and 
Peter of Castile in 1352. 
This was the origin of Navarrese law and the foundation of Spanish law in 
general. At that date Nájera had its own coins, made in one of the first mints of 
Christian Spain. There are two known versions of this early fuero: one in a book 
known as the Becerro Gótico de San Millán, published by Prudencio de Sandoval in 
1615; and the other in another book, the Becerro Galicano. 

 
Spain 1000 Years Fuero Local Laws  
Issued  June 5, 2017 

It consisted of 13 consensual regulations which were applicable in the city of Nájera and throughout its territory. 
These texts, and some later editions, compile earlier Navarrese laws with very diverse private-law content which gives us 
an almost perfect picture of society in that period. Later Kings of Castile would also confirm the validity of the fuero. 
These were Alfonso VII in Nájera on 13 May 1136, stating that the fuero was granted to Christians and Jews; Ferdinand 
IV, in Burgos, on 14 May 1304; Alfonso XI, also in Burgos, on 6 June 1332; Peter of Castile, in Valladolid, on 15 January 
1352; the Infante Don Sancho, in Valladolid, on 28 April 1282; Henry II, in Burgos, on 7 February 1367; and John II, in 
Segovia on 29 August 1407 and Valladolid on 24 May 1420. 
The custom of confirming the local fueros ended with the Catholic Monarchs, due to their desire for unity and uniformity 
within the kingdoms.  The composite images on the stamp show the royal capital of Nájera surrounded by mountains: the 
modern town in colour, with the mountain behind it in black and white, symbolising the past and the living present. 
 

 
Syria, Abassi Period Vase   
 

 

This stamp was only on sale at Post Office for one week in 2016.  
 

The Abbasid historical period lasting to the Mongol conquest of Baghdad in 1258CE 
is considered the Islamic Golden Age. The Islamic Golden Age was inaugurated by 
the middle of the 8th century by the ascension of the Abbasid Caliphate and the 
transfer of the capital from Damascus to Baghdad.  The Abbasid caliphate first 
centered its government in Kufa, but in 762 the caliph Al-Mansur founded the city of 
Baghdad, north of the Sasanian capital city of Ctesiphon. The choice of a capital so 
close to Persia proper reflected a growing reliance on Persian bureaucrats, most 
notably of the Barmakid family, to govern the territories conquered by Arab Muslims, 
as well as an increasing inclusion of non-Arab Muslims in the ummah. Persianate 
customs were broadly adopted by the Abbasid ruling elite. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Turkey,  Historical Bazaars Souvenir Sheets,  issued 
April 4, 2017 
 

The Kapali Carsi or Covered Bazaar or Grand Bazaar is one of 
Istanbul's most intriguing sights. This labyrinth of vaulted 
roofed winding streets and domed buildings evolved over a 
period of 250 years. In the 15th century Sultan Mehmed II 
(1451-1481) built two stone bedestens, or exchanges as a source 
of income for Ayasofya Mosque (today Haghia Sophia 
Museum). Here merchants could store and sell their valuable 
merchandise. Known as the Cevahir and Sandal Bedestens 
respectively, these became the hub of Istanbul's commerce, and 
numerous stalls and shops were built around them. In time the 
lanes lined by these shops were roofed over for the convenience 
of shoppers, creating the bazaar as we know it today. This 
ancient shopping centre has suffered serious damage from 
earthquakes and fires over the three centuries since it attained 
its final form around 1700. 
 
The Grand Bazaar in Istanbul is one of the largest and oldest 
covered markets in the world, with 61 covered streets and over 
4,000 shops which attract between 250,000 and 400,000 visitors 
daily.  In 2014, it was listed No.1 among world's most-visited 
tourist attractions with 91,250,000 annual visitors.  The Grand 
Bazar at Istanbul is often regarded as one of the first shopping   

malls of the world.  The construction of the Bedesten ended in the winter of 1460/61, and the building was endowed to 
the waqf of the Aya Sofya Mosque. Analysis of the brickwork shows that most of the structure originates from the 
second half of the 15th century, although a Byzantine relief representing a Comnenian eagle, still enclosed on the top of 
the East Gate (Kuyumcular Kapisi) of the Bedesten has been used by several scholars as proof that the edifice was a 
Byzantine structure. 
 

 
Spain, Wonders of the Modern World Machu Picchu, issued Sept 14,2017 

 

For the third year in a row, Correos is issuing a 
Premium Sheet on the Wonders of the Modern 
World. These sheets have previously 
featured Chichen Itza, the Great Wall of China, 
Christ the Redeemer, and the Taj Mahal.  This 
year Correos crosses the Atlantic to Peru and 

another of these wonders, Machu Picchu. On 24 
July 1911, the American explorer Hiram 
Bingham discovered the ruins of Machu Picchu. 
The remains of an Inca city on the Andean 
highlands in southern Peru, the site revealed the 
traces of an ancient civilisation, begun around 
the mid-15th century, in the era of Pachacuti, the 
first ruler of Tawantinsuyu. It is believed to have 
been a retreat for the Emperor for a hundred 
years, as well as a political, religious and 
administrative centre. Some evidence suggests it 
was also a place of initiation into Inca rituals, 
and a holy site. The former Inca city continues 
to be researched and discoveries are still being

made.  One of the latest discoveries was made in 2010 by David Crespy. On a visit to the ruins,he found what appeared 
to be a blocked-up doorway. Numerous investigations into this find, about 20 metres from the main entrance to Machu 
Picchu, indicated that it could be the tomb of Pachacuti himself, the founder of the city. After years of bureaucratic 
delays, in 2012 permission to explore further was granted, and ground-penetrating radar revealed multiple underground 
cavities, possibly tombs, and a large rectangular chamber. All the clues suggest that the remains of Pachacuti lie here, 
probably surrounded by treasure, but so far excavation has not been possible. Meanwhile, thousands of tourists a day 
visit this magical place, full of beauty and mystery.  The stamp shows the flag of Peru and a beautiful image of the ruins 
of Machu Picchu. 
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New Digs 
 
Costa Rica, Diplomatic Relations Costa Rica – 
China,  Souvenir Sheet, Issued June 30, 2017 
 
Here’s a country we don’t see much, Depicts 
orchids and The Great Wall.  Image of the 
Great Wall of China (supplied by Mrs. Karla 
Ledezma), and image of purple orchid 
(Guarianthe skinneri) of invertigador Franco 
Pupulin (supplied by Lankester Botanical 
Garden).  Designed by: Cristian Ramirez 
Vargas. 
  

 

Archaeology Today 
 

Modern Humans and Neanderthals May Be More Similar Than We Imagined 
A remarkably preserved 49,000-year-old skeleton shows that Neanderthal kids may have grown slowly, like us.  When 
the skull of the child was first discovered, it raised more questions than answers. Although it was nearly 50,000 years 
old, unearthed deep within the Sidrón limestone caves of Asturias, Spain, it could easily be mistaken for that of a 
modern-day youth. The archaeologists who later examined it wanted to know: What was the story of this young 
Neanderthal? And how similar was he to today’s young Homo sapiens? 
  As the skeleton’s additional bones began coming to light one by one, the picture came into focus. “When the first 
remains of the juvenile skeleton started to appear,” says Luis Rios, a paleontologist at Madrid’s Museo Nacional de 
Ciencias Naturales and a coauthor on a just-published study in the journal Science, “we realized that it was a very 
interesting skeleton.” The reason the skeleton was so compelling to researchers was; as a child skeleton, the specimen 
offered a window into how Neanderthals grew and developed into adults, which researchers could then compare 
against modern Homo sapiens. And the unusually pristine condition of the jawbone and teeth made it possible to draw a 
precise estimate of the juvenile’s age at time of death. “Dental development is very important in human evolution and 
in primates,” said Antonio Rosas, the museum’s chair of paleoanthropology and lead author on the study, during a 
press conference on Wednesday. “And also in establishing the chronological age—that is, the age of the individual in 
years or days and months, or in an absolute time.” The team performed a full examination of the skeleton in order to 
contrast the stages of growth in the Neanderthal child with the equivalent stages of growth in Homo sapiens. What they 
found was that the Neanderthal was nearly indistinguishable from Homo sapiens in the degree to which its bones had 
developed. From hands to knees, says Rosas, “the general pattern of growth is very similar to that of modern humans.” 
However, his team did observe two important points of divergence—which could lend insight into how Neanderthals 
developed and aged. The first was in the spinal column. CT scans of the Neanderthal’s spine revealed that certain 
vertebrae in the boy’s backbone had not yet fused; those of a modern human child would have fused by age 5 or 6. 
  Inspection of the cranium—which houses the brain—implied that brain development in Neanderthals may have been 
a slightly more protracted process than in Homo sapiens. The endocranial volume of the specimen was about 87.5 percent 
of the average adult Neanderthal’s, the team reports. By contrast, for a modern 7-year-old human, the brain is typically 
95 percent of the way to its adult size. 
  While the findings are intriguing, results that rely on a single specimen should be taken with a very large grain of salt, 
says University of Zurich paleoanthropologist Christoph Zollikofer. Comparing this Neanderthal’s brain size against the 
adult average for the whole of the Neanderthal species—as opposed to its own adult brain size, which we can never 
know since it died as a juvenile—is bound to result in shaky conclusions.  It could well be the case that this specimen 
“is just a normal kid with normal [Homo sapiens] brain growth,” Zollikofer says. 
  Rosas acknowledges the limitations inherent in this kind of study. “It’s a problem that pervades the fossil record, that 
sometimes conclusions rely on few individuals,” he says. Nevertheless, he maintains that such work is essential to the 
slow but steady progress of evolutionary research. In future years, he says, “we will try to incorporate other fossils, and 
later juvenile stages,” to help round out the picture. 
By Ryan P. Smith,  smithsonian.com,  September 22, 2017 1:03PM 
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Archaeology Today 
 

Viking skeleton’s DNA test proves historians wrong 
The remains of a powerful Viking — long thought to be a man — was in fact a real-life Xena Warrior Princess, a study 
released Friday reveals.  The lady war boss was buried in the mid-10th century along with deadly weapons and two 
horses, leading archaeologists and historians to assume she was a man, according to the findings published in the 
American Journal of Physical Anthropology. Wrong. “It’s actually a woman, somewhere over the age of 30 and fairly 
tall, too, measuring around [5 ft 6in] tall,” archaeologist Charlotte Hedenstierna-Jonson of Uppsala University, who 
conducted the study, told The Local.  And she was likely in charge.  
  “Aside from the complete warrior equipment buried along with her — a sword, an ax, a spear, armor-piercing arrows, 
a battle knife, shields, and two horses — she had a board game in her lap, or more of a war-planning game used to try 
out battle tactics and strategies, which indicates she was a powerful military leader,” Hedenstierna-Jonson said. “She’s 
most likely planned, led and taken part in battles.” The discovery marks the first genetic proof that women were Viking 
warriors. The Viking grave was first found and excavated by Swedish archaeologist Hjalmar Stolpe in the late 1800s. 
But a few years ago, osteologist Anna Kjellström of Stockholm University noticed its skeleton had fine cheekbones and 
feminine hip bones, researches said. 
  They conducted DNA analysis and confirmed it was a female.  “This image of the male warrior in a patriarchal society 
was reinforced by research traditions and contemporary preconceptions. Hence, the biological sex of the individual was 
taken for granted,” Hedenstierna-Jonson and other researchers wrote in the report.  The research was led by the 
Stockholm and Uppsala universities. 
News,  By Natalie O'Neill, September 8, 2017   
 
Lost Languages Discovered in One of the World’s Oldest Continuously Run Libraries 
The centuries-old texts were erased, and then written over, by monks at Saint Catherine’s Monastery in Egypt.  Saint 
Catherine’s Monastery, a sacred Christian site nestled in the shadow of Mount Sinai, is home to one of the world’s 
oldest continuously used libraries. Thousands of manuscripts and books are kept there—some of which contain hidden 
treasures.  Now, as Jeff Farrell reports for the Independent, a team of researchers is using new technology to uncover 
texts that were erased and written over by the monks who lived and worked at the monastery. Many of these original 
texts were written in languages well known to researchers—Latin, Greek, Arabic—but others were inscribed in long-
lost languages that are rarely seen in the historical record.  Manuscripts with multiple layers of writing are known as 
palimpsests, and there are about 130 of them at St. Catherine’s Monastery, according to the website of the Early 
Manuscript Electronic Library, which has been leading the initiative to uncover the original texts. As Richard Gray 
explains in the Atlantic, with the rise of Islam in the 7th century, Christian sites in the Sinai Desert began to disappear, 
and Saint Catherine’s found itself in relative isolation. Monks turned to reusing older parchments when supplies at the 
monastery ran scarce. 
  To uncover the palimpsests’ secret texts, researchers photographed thousands of pages multiple times, illuminating 
each page with different-colored lights. They also photographed the pages with light shining onto them from behind, or 
from an oblique angle, which helped “highlight tiny bumps and depressions in the surface,” Gray writes. They then fed 
the information into a computer algorithm, which is able to distinguish the more recent texts from the originals.  Since 
2011, researchers have photographed 74 palimpsests, which boast 6,800 pages between them. And the team’s results 
have been quite astonishing. Among the newly revealed texts, which date from the 4th to the 12th century, are 108 
pages of previously unknown Greek poems and the oldest-known recipe attributed to the Greek physician Hippocrates. 
But perhaps the most intriguing finds are the manuscripts written in obscure languages that fell out of use many 
centuries ago. Two of the erased texts, for instance, were inked in Caucasian Albanian, a language spoken by Christians 
in what is now Azerbaijan. According to Sarah Laskow of Atlas Obscura, Caucasian Albanian only exists today in a few 
stone inscriptions. Michael Phelps, director of the Early Manuscripts Electronic Library, tells Gray of the Atlantic that 
the discovery of Caucasian Albanian writings at Saint Catherine’s library has helped scholars increase their knowledge of 
the language’s vocabulary, giving them words for things like “net” and “fish.”  Other hidden texts were written in a 
defunct dialect known as Christian Palestinian Aramaic, a mix of Syriac and Greek, which was discontinued in the 13th 
century only to be rediscovered by scholars in the 18th century. “This was an entire community of people who had a 
literature, art, and spirituality,” Phelps tells Gray. “Almost all of that has been lost, yet their cultural DNA exists in our 
culture today. These palimpsest texts are giving them a voice again and letting us learn about how they contributed to 
who we are today.”  The Sinai Palimpsests Project, as the team’s initiative is known, has taken on new urgency in recent 
years, as the Islamic State’s presence in the Sinai Peninsula has made Saint Catherine’s monastery even harder to reach. 
Phelps and his fellow researchers are making images of the palimpsests available online, so scholars can explore the 
secret writings that have recently been brought to light. 
By Brigit Katz,  smithsonian.com ,  September 5, 2017 1:47PM 
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Archaeology Today 
 

Colorado Construction Crew Unearths 66-Million-Year-Old Triceratops Fossil 
While Thornton’s new Public Safety Facility, a the crew happened upon a rare find.  Last week, a construction crew was 
digging during work on a new fire and police building in Thornton, Colorado when they unearthed a prehistoric 
treasure: an ancient triceratops fossil.  The discovery is especially notable because the remains include the triceratops 
skull—one of just three believed to have ever been dug up in the Front Range of the Rocky Mountain, reports Danika 
Worthington for the Denver Post.  “I’m over the moon right now about this dinosaur fossil," paleontologist Joe Sertich 
of the Denver Museum of Nature & Science says in a statement about the discovery. Thornton officials brought Sertich 
in earlier this week to confirm the discovery and begin the work to excavate it. He hopes to see the fossil exhibited in 
his museum once it's dug up and preserved. 
  The remains are older than most other fossils found along the Front Range, which usually originate from the end of 
the last ice age, around 10 to 12 thousand years ago, according to Sertich. The triceratops, however, dates back to at 
least 66 million years ago, when the creatures are thought to have gone extinct after a six-mile wide asteroid collided 
with Earth. In the densely populated and heavily paved metropolitan area, people rarely dig far enough down to reach 
some of these older layers that contain dinosaur fossils, Worthington reports. And when they do, they often are just 
plowed right over, Sertich notes in the release.  Triceratops have long captured the imagination of dinosaur lovers. The 
first skeleton was assembled and mounted in an exhibit at the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History in 
1905. Named "Hatcher" in honor of pioneering paleontologist John Bell Hatcher, who discovered most of its bones, 
the beast was cobbled together from a patchwork of parts. It was hardly anatomically accurate, but it was still awe-
inspiring to visitors. That year, The Washington Post called it "the most fantastic and grotesque of all that race of giant 
lizards known as dinosaurs," writes Sarah Kaplan of The Washington Post in an article describing a forthcoming 
exhibit that includes "Hatcher."  Triceratops was among the last living dinosaur species. This large, herbivorous 
dinosaur sported two horns on its forehead and one at the tip of its snout (its name literally means "three-horned face"). 
Through the years, triceratops has become famous in pop culture, making appearances in films including "Jurassic 
Park" and "The Land Before Time." It has even made its way onto postage stamps.  "It is incredible to have this find 
occur in our backyard," Sertich said in a statement. "Finds like this help us to understand dinosaur evolution and 
behavior.” 
By Ben Panko,  smithsonian.com,  August 30, 2017 

 
This New Mexico Petroglyph Might Reveal an Ancient Solar Eclipse 
In 1097, a Pueblo artist may have etched a rare celestial event into the rock for all of posterity.  In 1992, archaeo-
astronomer Kim Malville was helping lead an expedition of archaeology students in the Chaco Canyon area of New 
Mexico, once a metropolis of Pueblo society replete with intricately built stone houses. One of his students noticed 
something unusual carved into the surface of the rock. "It was covered in a number of petroglyphs," Malville recalls, 
"one of which was this very strange circular dot with hairs coming out the edge of it. People thought it was a bug or a 
tick.  I joked that only a solar astronomer could find that beautiful," says Malville, who is now retired. What made that 
petroglyph, or rock drawing, so beautiful to Malville was its striking resemblance to a phenomenon he had grown quite 
familiar with in his work as a solar astronomer before he turned to archaeology: a coronal mass ejection. 
  To Malville, the petroglyph etched into the side of Piedra del Sol was almost certainly a depiction of such a striking 
celestial event by a Pueblo artist. "This pictrograph is unique," Malville says. "There's no other kind of rock art object 
that I know of that has this shape to it." In a study published in 2014 in the journal Mediterranean Archaeology and 
Archaeometry, he set out to prove a connection between what he saw in the rock carving and what the heavens were 
doing at the time. If the petroglyph did indeed depict an eclipse, he thought, it could shed light on the special 
relationship that existed between the Pueblo people and the Sun.  Based on calculations of the orbits of the Moon and 
Earth, Malville notes that a total solar eclipse was visible in the Chaco Canyon area on July 11, 1097, around the height 
of the area's development. However, this alone didn't prove that the drawing on the petroglyph actually showed a 
coronal mass ejection. That’s because the chance of both a solar eclipse and a coronal ejection occurring in tandem are 
slight.  "We can list on one hand the number of times a coronal mass ejection has been observed during an eclipse," 
Malville says, noting that the most recent occurrence happened in 2012. One of the few previous observed occurrences 
was in 1860, when a Spanish astronomer managed to sketch out a coronal mass ejection during a solar eclipse. That 
drawing that strongly resembles the Piedra del Sol petroglyph.  To prove his hypothesis, Malville collaborated with 
astrophysicist José Vaquero, who specializes in reconstructing the solar activity of the past using evidence left behind on 
the Earth. Unlikely as it sounds, one of the clues Vaquero uses is trees.  When the Sun's rays strike atoms in Earth's 
atmosphere, they can create radioactive molecules called radionuclides, including the radiocarbon used in dating organic 
material.  Those radioactive molecules get bound up in living matter, like trees.   By analyzing how much radiocarbon is  
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This New Mexico Petroglyph Might Reveal an Ancient Solar Eclipse    (cont’d) 
left in samples of tree rings dating back to a certain year, scientists can extrapolate how much energy the Sun was 
shooting toward Earth's atmosphere at that time. A more active Sun is much more likely to be shooting off coronal 
mass ejections regularly. 
  Vaquero's analysis found that the Sun reached a maximum of activity in its cycle of magnetic activity in the year 
1098—just one year before the Chaco Canyon eclipse. This means that the Pueblo people that year saw a Sun in a state 
of "great unrest" being blocked out by the Moon, Malville says, making a coronal mass ejection during the eclipse a 
strong possibility.  There is a common belief in modern times that before the advent of modern science and astronomy, 
eclipses were considered an ominous event and viewed with terror. Malville strongly disagrees with this trope. He points 
to the Piedra del Sol petroglyph as evidence that this event wasn't feared but rather revered as an example of the 
“power and sacredness of the Sun.” After all, he says, it appears that an artist took the time to sketch it as it happened 
instead of cowering in fear and later painstakingly carved into a sacred rock in the community.  "It looks like it was 
done sort of lovingly," Malville says. "I think it was celebratory, and I think that's pretty common with most eclipses in 
the past." 
By Ben Panko,  smithsonian.com,  August 17, 2017 

 
Archaeologists Discover a “Little Pompeii” in Eastern France 
Fires in a Roman neighborhood in Sainte-Colombe helped preserve ancient homes, shops and artifacts.  Archaeologists 
digging in Sainte-Colombe, a French suburb nearby the city of Vienne, have uncovered a well-preserved Roman 
neighborhood that they've dubbed “Little Pompeii,” reports Agence France-Presse. 
  According to AFP, the archaeologists began excavations at the site in April in advance of construction of a housing 
complex. What they uncovered was a 75,000-square-foot neighborhood dating back to the first century A.D., which 
they believe was inhabited for at least 300 years. The area appears to have been abandoned after catastrophic fires, 
with families leaving many of their belongings behind. “We’re unbelievably lucky. This is undoubtedly the most 
exceptional excavation of a Roman site in 40 or 50 years,” Benjamin Clement, of the firm Archeodunum and the leader 
of the dig, tells AFP. 
  Anne-Sophie Bolon and Sewell Chan at The New York Times report that archaeologists believe the neighborhood was 
built around the largest Roman market square found in France. So far, they have found shops dedicated to food 
production, metalworking and a warehouse full of wine jugs. Two homes have also been found among the ashes of the 
fires. One is believed to have been owned by a wealthy merchant who outfitted his villa with marble tiling, lush gardens 
and a water supply system.  Adjacent to the square, archaeologists uncovered a building that is believed to be a school 
of philosophy. The site also includes a temple where researchers found a bronze medal made in the year 191.  Clement 
tells Bolon and Chan that the neighborhood was struck by fire twice, once in the beginning of the second century and 
then in the middle of the third. The fires, it turns out, are what preserved the structures, carbonizing wooden beams and 
baking the bricks between them. The fire also oxidized iron objects like hinges, ax heads and doors, which normally rust 
away over time.  AFP reports that the mosaics are being removed for cleaning and in three years are expected to go on 
view  at Vienne's museum of Gallo-Roman civilization. The dig was scheduled to conclude in September, but because 
of the significance of the finds, the researchers now have until the end of the year to examine the site. 
  The Vienne area has long been an archaeological hotspot. The city was founded when the Romans conquered the 
Gallic Allobroges tribe in 120 B.C. and resettled them on the site. After a tumultuous half century of revolts and 
pacification, the emperor Augustus granted Vienne the status of colonia and its inhabitants citizenship. It became a 
regional and cultural capital and its Roman theater, temple to Augustus and Livia and an obelisk from its arena are still 
tourist attractions today. 
By Jason Daley smithsonian.com August 3, 2017  

 
DNA Analysis Sheds Light on the Mysterious Origins of the Ancient Greeks  
Scholars have long puzzled over the ancestry of the Minoans and Myceneans, two important Bronze Age cultures.  
During the Bronze Age, two important civilizations emerged in Greece: the Minoans and, later, the Mycenaeans. These 
ancient peoples were among the earliest of the so-called “high cultures” of Europe: they communicated with 
sophisticated writing systems, painted elaborate frescoes, and—in the case of the Mycenaeans—built fortifications so 
large that later Greeks believed the structures had been created by giants. As Megan Gannon reports for Live Science, 
researchers recently conducted an extensive genomic analysis of Minoan and Mycenaean DNA. Their findings suggest 
that the two groups shared common ancestry, and that they are genetically linked to the Greeks of today. 
  The study, published in the journal Nature, sought to unravel one of the enduring mysteries of classical scholarship.  
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DNA Analysis Sheds Light on the Mysterious Origins of the Ancient Greeks     (cont’d.) 
Although the Minoans and Mycenaeans left behind plenty of material evidence, archaeologists have long puzzled over 
the groups' origins. Sir Arthur Evans, the archaeologist who found evidence of a distinct Minoan culture, believed that 
the group may have hailed from Egypt; others have suggested that the Mediterranean, Turkey, or Europe as more likely 
points of origin. The Myceneans have similarly confounded experts, as Louise Schofield writes in The Mycenaeans. Early 
researchers thought the culture was established by foreign invaders who spoke an early version of Greek. “However, 
more recent thinking tends to the view that it is too simplistic to think in terms of a single wave of Greek-speakers 
sweeping into the area,” according to Schofield.  Additionally, traditional scholarship has posited that the Minoans and 
Mycenaeans were two distinct peoples, according to Phys.org. But the new study suggests that this might not be the 
case.  Researchers analyzed DNA samples from 19 Bronze Age individuals. Ann Gibbons of Science reports that the 
remains belonged to 10 Minoans from Crete, four Mycenaeans, and five people from other early Bronze Age cultures of 
Greece and Turkey. The team compared 1.2 million letters of genetic code from these individuals to the genomes of 
334 people from other ancient cultures, along with those of 30 modern Greeks. 
  In a significant revelation, researchers found that Minoans and Mycenaeans were closely related. At least three-quarters 
of DNA from both groups came from “the first Neolithic farmers of Western Anatolia and the Aegean,” the authors of 
the study write. Both cultures also inherited DNA from the peoples of the eastern Caucasus, located near modern-day 
Iran. “This finding suggests that some migration occurred in the Aegean and southwestern Anatolia from further east 
after the time of the earliest farmers," says Iosif Lazaridis, a Harvard University geneticist and co-author of the study, 
according to Phys.org. 
  Though the genomes of the Minoans and Mycenaeans were similar, they were not identical. Interestingly, the 
Mycenaeans shared four to 16 percent of their DNA with early hunter-gatherers of eastern Europe and Siberia. The 
authors of the study speculate that this finding points to another early migration to Greece—one that did not reach the 
Minoan homestead of Crete.  Researchers also observed genetic links between the Mycenaeans and modern inhabitants 
of Greece, “with some dilution of the early Neolithic ancestry,” the authors of the study write. The team posits that 
their findings “support the idea of continuity but not isolation in the history of populations of the Aegean.” 
  As Gibbons points out, the study’s findings are particularly nifty because ancient Greeks believed that they hailed from 
the early inhabitants of the Aegean. Homer’s account of the Trojan War, for instance, tells of an epic battle waged by 
Agamemnon—king of Mycenae and leader of the Greek troops. The heroes of ancient mythology were fictional, of 
course, but the genetic connections between successive Greek cultures may have been very real indeed. 
By Brigit Katz smithsonian.com August 4, 2017 3:12PM  
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