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The Lighthouse of Alexandria 

by Christopher Kolker 

  
To this day, the Seven Ancient Wonders of the World stir 
the imagination. Whether it’s simply the grandeur size of 
the Egyptian pyramids, or the mystery of the Hanging 
Gardens of Babylon, forever gone, they remind us that the 
ancients knew more and could do more than most 
moderns would ever imagine. But forgotten in most of 
these conversations is the Lighthouse of Alexandria. 
 

The Lighthouse is not even really that ancient. Built in the 
harbor of Alexandria, Egypt on the island of Pharos, it was 
begun around 302BC. Alexandria herself was found by 
Alexander the Great in 331 BC. The Nile delta region of 
Egypt was an obvious place choice for a contemporary 
city. It had two natural harbors in the area and so therefore 
could easily prosper as a trading post. Its first ruler, 
Ptolemy I Soter ruled from 323- 282 BC, commissioning 
the massive lighthouse to guide ships into that harbor, as 
well as to provide a permanent reminder of his power, 
greatness, and legacy. 

 

 
A 19th Century rendition of the Lighthouse 

 
As with many massive projects the lighthouse took some 20 years to complete.  Ptolemy I Soter’s son, Ptolemy II, ruled 
from 285 to 246 BC, finishing the job. The lighthouse cemented the status of Alexandria as a great city. Alexander’s 
tomb was thought to be there, as well as an acclaimed museum that served as an institution for scholars, the Serapeum 
temple, and the world-famous library of Alexandria. 
 

 
Egypt Scott C230,  
May 20, 1998 

 
According to several ancient sources, the lighthouse was the work of the ancient architect 
Sostratus of Cnidus. However, it may have been that he was the financial backer of the 
project, and quite possible that he could have been both. As mentioned previously, the 
lighthouse was built on the very small island of Pharos, a simple limestone islet. The two 
harbors were the Great Harbor and the Eunostos harbor, the “harbor of fortunate return”.  
 
A causeway or mole, the Heptastadion, about three quarters of a mile long, linked the 
lighthouse to the mainland. The lighthouse was of course intended to guide sailors, and was 
dedicated to Zeus Soter as well as Proteus, the Greek sea god known as the Old Man of the 
Sea. 

 (cont’d pg 3) 
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From the Editor:   

 

Sorry about the lateness of the last issue, which you should 
have received about a month ago.  I wasn’t really sitting 
doing nothing, but catching up on reading various 
archaeology magazines and journals. 
 

I have no intention of buying a set of Scotts Catalogues, 
since I subscribe to more than 6 different 
history/archaeology magazines and journals (one from 
UK) I would need to get one of those 5 bedroom houses 
my friends have to store it all.  Err, than who pays for the 
heat?  I’ll keep my little 6 room house 
 

This year will give me a problem of what to include in New 
Digs.  Among my plethora of things philatelic is a 
collection of Thurn & Taxis, the first international postal 
system, founded by Francisco de Tassis or Franz von  
Taxis in the 15th Century.  Much too modern for this 
publication but many of the stamps depict the Roman 
postal service and will appear in this publication. 
 

When my local library allowed me to order books and pick 
them up I got a few volumes of Scotts.  Several weeks later 
they opened to allow people into the building and I filled a 
shopping bag; books on CD, DVDs and books to read.   I 
have a routine of sitting outside for about half an hour 
each day reading. 
 

Since I (like many of you) have had nothing much to do 
but sit at home with the cats and the computer I was 
exploring some websites.  The American Topical 
Association has some interesting ones, among them one 
for Egyptology http://egyptonstamps.blogspot.com, which has a 
nice section on Nubia.   
 

Just to see if anyone actually reads this column, the July 
issue of History Magazine, which is published by National 
Geographic, will have an article about the Abu Simbel 
Monuments 60 years later.  So you Nubian collectors out 
there have been forewarned.  If you do not subscribe, I 
believe the magazine is carried by Barnes & Noble. 
 

In the lead article there are two stamps/souvenir sheets 
that are not listed in Scotts and likely never will be, but they 
illustrate the article beautifully.  One is listed as being from 
Niger and indeed the stamps state ‘Republique du Niger’ 
the other does not have a country listed on it; at lease not 
that I can make out.  Stated as being issued by Korea but 
Korean stamps all give the country name in English and all 
other writing in the Korean alphabet.  If anyone has any 
further information about this item I would appreciate 
being informed of the same.  Thanks. 
 

Enjoy the issue, it’s on time! 
 

Caroline 

 

Page  # 2                                                                                            The Old World Archaeologist   /   July 2020 

mailto:editor@owasu.org
mailto:editor@owasu.org
http://www.owasu.org/
mailto:webadmin@owasu.org
http://egyptonstamps.blogspot.com/


 

The Lighthouse of Alexandria 

by Christopher Kolker         (cont’d from pg 1) 

 

 
The Seven Ancient Wonders of the World 

 

This certainly was not the first 
lighthouse ever built.  Thasos, 
in the north Aegean Sea, was 
known to have a tower 
lighthouse in the Archaic 
Period (650-480BC). Beacons 
and landmarks were used by 
cities throughout the 
Mediterranean to help as 
navigational aids. However, the 
lighthouse of Alexandria 
provided a navigational aid and 
warned sailors about dangers of 
nearby shallow waters. 
 

 
The Alexandrian Harbors 

 
 
 
While discrepancies and contradictions do 
exist in ancient writings about the 
lighthouse’s design, a vision of the 
lighthouse can be piecemealed from these 
sources. The entire structure was white, 
with three levels. The lowest level was 
rectangular, the middle octagonal, and the 
top cylindrical. Sources agree a statue of 
Zeus Soter adorned the top. Later Arab 
writers described a ramp rising around the 
outside of the lower part of the tower and 
an internal staircase to reach the upper 
levels. 
 
 

 
      Depiction of the Pharos Lighthouse from the Middle Ages 

 

     
Bhutan Scott#955,                 Somalia issued 2002,       Mali, Scott C133, 
April 23, 2008                        Michel 976                      Issued Dec 13, 1971 

 
<<(part of the seven ancient wonders series’) 

  
 
Modern historians debate the height of 
the lighthouse. Estimates vary from about 
330 to 460 feet. If true, the Pharos 
Lighthouse, as it is sometimes called, 
would have been the second tallest 
architectural structure in the world after 
the pyramids in Giza.  An easy inclusion 
into the list of ancient wonders. 

 
(cont’d pg 4) 
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The Lighthouse of Alexandria 

by Christopher Kolker 

 
The lighthouse shone most likely a fire in its top to make it visible at night, 
probably from burning oil, since wood was scarce in the area. Pliny the Elder 
(AD 23/4-79) describes what he saw: 
“The cost of its erection was 800 talents, they say; and, not to omit the 
magnanimity that was shown by King Ptolemaeus on this occasion, he 
gave permission to his architect, Sostratus of Cnidos, to inscribe his 
name upon the edifice itself. The object of it is, by the light of its fires 
at night, to give warning to ships, of the neighboring shoals, and to 
point out to them the entrance of the harbor” Natural History, 36. 18. 
 
Later Arab sources write of a mirror, presumably polished bronze, that 
reflected the flame a greater distance out to sea. It could have also easily been 
used to simply reflect the sun’s rays. 

 
  Hungary, Scott #2636, issued  
  Feb 29, 1980. 

 

 
Second Century Alexandrian coins with tower clearly depicted 

 

 
The tower appears on Roman Imperial coinage of the 
city, clearly showing a large, narrow- windowed tower 
topped with a monumental statue adorned by two small 
figures of tritone blowing into conch shells. These coins 
show the entrance to the tower being at the very base; 
later Arab descriptions have it higher up. Furthermore, 
the lighthouse appeared in mosaics and sarcophagi 
throughout antiquity. 

 

 
Mongolia, Scott #1888 
Issued Sept 25, 1990. 

 

 
South Korea ( no further information known.  Bogus??)    

 
Where did the tower go? Alexandria continued to prosper as part of the Roman Empire for hundreds of years, and at 
its apex, it was the second most important city in the Roman world. However, earthquakes, especially in 796 and 950 
damaged the lighthouse. The Pharos partially collapsed in 956 as a direct result of the earthquake of 950. At first, repairs 
occurred. For instance, a domed mosque was constructed on the top part around 1000, and other major reconstructions 
occurred around 1161 under the Fatimids. It’s interesting to note that because of this, some theorize that the tower had 
an influence on Arab minaret architecture. The Arabic word for minaret and lighthouse is the same: al-Manarah. 
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by Christopher Kolker 

 

 

 
<<  Greece,  Scott 1208,  July 23, 1977 

 
The lighthouse disappeared from the historical record after the 14th century, 
presumably toppled by another earthquake in 1323. The granite foundations 
were reused constructing the Qait Bey Fort, built in the 15th century at the 
same site. 

 

 
 
For hundreds of years, the 
Lighthouse of Alexandria became 
something of a myth. It simply 
didn’t exist anymore, and no one 
knew with full certainty where it 
was. However, by 1968 the 
lighthouse was rediscovered. 
UNESCO sponsored an 
expedition with a team of marine 
archaeologists led by Honor Frost, 
a Cyprian marine archaeologist 
from the Institute of Archaeology. 
She confirmed the existence of 
ruins from the Lighthouse. But 
because of continual political 
tensions that part of the world, 
further discovery and exploration 
of that area was postponed. 
 
 

 
    Niger, various coins are depicted in the selvage of this s/s issued 2012 

 

 

 
 

<<  One of the best underwater finds in the 
Alexandria's harbor 

 
 
In 1994, led by French architect Jean-Yves 
Empereur, more physical ruins were found 
on the bottom of the Mediterranean, in 
Alexandria’s Eastern harbor. He found 
granite blocks weight between 49 to 60 tons, 
30 sphinxes, five obelisks and columns that 
carvings dating back to Rameses II. 36 pieces 
of those granite blocks and other remains are 
now in Alexandria museums. Subsequent 
satellite imaging revealed even more remains.  
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Since the early 1990s the underwater archaeologist Franck Goddio has explored the opposite side of the harbor. Being 
helped with both satellite imaging and underwater sonar (ultrasound), he and subsequent teams have found wharves, 
housing and temples all along the old harbor, all of which fell into the ocean as a result of earthquakes. Much more 
work remains for the next generation of marine archaelogists. 
 

    
Statues from the bottom of the           More beauty from the bottom of the harbor of Alexandria 
Alexandrian harbor 

 
The stamps- Perhaps not surprisingly, stamps for the Lighthouse, usually as part of a series for the Seven Wonders of the 
World, were created from all parts of the world.  As diverse countries as Mali, Mongolia, Hungary and Somalia have made 
stamps to commemorate this wonderful architectural achievement.  Check out the Lighthouse Stamp Society, part of the 
American Topical Association, at www.lighthousestampsociety.org for some great information and great visuals of these 
and even more stamps on the subject.  A wonderful website, you will not be disappointed. 
  

 

Parthenon?  It’s Greek to me! 

by Caroline Scannell 

 

A recent article in Archaeology Magazine questions the true identity of the building we refer to as The Parthenon the 
Acropolis today. 
 

 

<< UNESCO (Paris) Acropolis of Athens, Scott#2O39, Dec. 5, 1987. 

 
During the Classical period (450-330 BC) three important temples were erected on 
the ruins of earlier ones: the Parthenon, the Erechtheion, and the Temple of Nike, 
dedicated to Athena Parthenos, Athena Polias, and Athena-Apteros Nike, 
respectively. The Propylaea, the monumental entrance to the sacred area was also 
constructed in the same period.  

 

Apparently the word Parthenon denotes “a room for virgins or unwed maidens”.  There is little evidence to support the 
structures name.  The building we know as The Parthenon today is a temple of Athena.   

 

 
<< United Nations (New York) Scott #866, Aug. 12, 2004. World Heritage Series.  
 

A very nice stamp (part of a set of six), issued for the Olympic Games in Athens 
2004, showing the Acropolis.   
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Parthenon?  It’s Greek to me!

by Caroline Scannell 
 

Located not far from the Great Temple of Athena is a group of six female 
figures --  the Caryatids -- that serve as columns to support a roof on a building 
known as the Erechtheion.  This building, once decorated with female carved 
figures, defines the true sense of the word “Parthenon”.   
 
The 2nd century traveler Pausanias visited Athens and described  seeing objects 
described as “in the Parthenon” not in the building we call The Parthenon 
today, but in the Caryatid building. 
 

 
Uruguay, Scott #2547, March 16, 
2016 

This hypothesis has been put forward by Janric van Rookhuijzen of Utrecht University. 
 

 

<< Greece, Athena defeating Alkyoneus from Pergamos Altar, 180BC, Scott 919,  
April 27, 1968 
 

lllustrating the civilizations, myths and religions that flourished in Greece over a 
period of more than 1,000 years, the Acropolis, the site of four of the greatest 
masterpieces of classical Greek art; the Parthenon, the Propylaea, the Erechtheum 
and the Temple of Athena Nike, can be seen as symbolizing the idea of world 
heritage.  

 
The first excavations on the hill were conducted between 1835 and 1837. More systematic work was carried out in 
1885-1890 by Panagiotis Kavvadias.  
 
 

Letter to the Editor 

To: editor@owasu.org 
Mon, Jun 29, 2020 at 8:29 PM 
Hi Caroline: 
As a volunteer in the Egyptian Department at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, I took interest in your article by Hugh 
Johnston about the Menkaure triad pictured on Scott # B9, in your lovely recent issue of OWA, as well as the 
representation of Hathor Scott # 898. 
 

There were four triads discovered by Reisner, all in the Valley Temple of the Third Pyramid, which he finished 
excavating in 1910. They were not related to Menkaure's queen's pyramid.  I attach a photo from Reisner's Mycerinus 
book showing two of them, just as they were excavated.  "MVT" stands for Mycerinus Valley Temple. (Mycerinus is 
the Greek version of Menkaure).  The second is of a good closeup of the same triad as is on B9 (from Gotter 
Pharaonen, Munich, 1979 plate 5).   My references do confirm that the Nome goddess shown is that of Diospolis 
Parva (Hiw), the seventh upper Egyptian Nome.  Her Nome standard shows the goddess Bat above an Isis knot.   

     
 

As for the image on Egypt Scott # 898, I think 
that is from another one of the triads, not the one 
shown on B9.  From the shape of the eyes, it 
looks to me more like it came from the triad 
featuring the nome goddess with the jackal 
emblem, shown in my third attached photo 
(Cynopolis, the 17th Nome of Upper Egypt).  
 

It was one of the other triads that showed the 
Theban, or Waset nome goddess.  

Hope this is not too confusing...keep up the good work! 
Best,  Grier Merwin 
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New Digs 
 

 
Bosnia & Herzegovina (Croat?) 
Archaeological Treasures – Radimlja, 
issued May 12, 2020 
 

Radimlja is a stećak necropolis located near Stolac, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
located in Vidovo polje, west of Stolac, on the Čapljina-Stolac road. The 
Radimlja necropolis is one of the most valuable monuments of the mediaeval 
period in Bosnia and Herzegovina and includes 133 stećci.  The core of the 
necropolis was built at the end of the 14th century, when three big chests were 
made, of which two are richly decorated with motifs in bas-relief. The next phase 
included simple chests (sanduk) and ridges (sljemenaci) with flower crosses on the 
front and borders acanthus leaves. The last phase with circa 20 separate stećci of 
high quality and diverse forms indicates that the site was the cemetery of the 
Miloradović-Stjepanović family, attested in epitaphs on five tombstones.  Due 
to several Illyrian burial mounds near the necropolis, it seems the location was 

used from earlier times as a resting place for the dead, and the population of Batnoge continued this ancient tradition. 
During the 1960s excavation, to a depth of 120–135 cm revealed nine graves, indicating that up to 50 specimens were 
destroyed. Analysis of the bodies showed the people were tall with well-developed thoraxes.  
 
A wagon and a silver coin of the Roman consul L. 
Saufeius (152BC) were chosen as motives on the 
stamps. On the reverse the coin shows Victoria driving 
a biga, and on the obverse the head of goddess Roma. 
The coin is located in the Franciscan museum of the 
Monastery of Saint Anthony in Humac, an area 
through which the significant military road Salona 
(Solin) – Bigeste (Ljubuški) – Narona (Vid) has passed 
since the first century. The Roman legions were linked 
to Rome by the roads where the first post office took 
place.  The Roman Messenger’s Service, initially called 
Vehiculatio and later cursus publicus, was founded by 
Emperor Augustus between 27 and 20 BC.  It was 
initially limited to civilian and military civil servants. 
 

 
Bosnia & Herzegovina  (Croat), Ancient Postal Routes, 
issued April 5, 2020  

The main directions of the roads were ordinary stations (mansions) where passengers could spend the night and cells 
where horses or other cattle (mutations) could change. For Emperor Septimus Severus (193 – 211) cursus publicus was 
divided into two parts; the fast (cursus velox) who had saddled the horses, draft horse, mules and more types of 
circuits – chariot (cursus velox) or slow (cursus claburalis), which was served by a heavy car that could carry up to 500 
kg of cargo. 
 

 

 
<<Ecuador,  Artifacts of 
Ethnohistory Museum 
Self-Adhesive Booklets of 
8 Different each, total 40 
new stamp designs.   
 
Some are prehistoric 
found in archaeological 
excavations, others date 
just a few centirues.   
 
No further information is 
known at this time.  
Issued 2020? 
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New Digs 
 

Greece   --   How did these get by me?  Issued a year ago; Greece depicts ancient tourist sites on several sets of stamps: 

 
Rhodes, issued June 20, 2019 

 
The Acropolis, issued July 22, 2019 

 
Acropolis by night  July 22 

 
Mycanae, 2 sets, July 22, 2019 

 
Delphi, 2 Sets, July 22, 2019 

Continued on next page. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Mykonos, July 22, 2019 

 
Knossos, July 22, 2019 
 

Now for this year’s issues: 

  
Greece, Ancient Greek Theaters Honored in New Postage Stamp Series issued April 23, 2020 
Greece’s ancient theatres are magnificent silent witnesses of the spirit of our ancestors and with the simplicity and 
grandeur of their architecture they take us on a unique tour of ancient Greek culture. Hellenic Post presents five unique 
stamps that take us on a fascinating journey to Epirus, revealing the region’s rich cultural heritage. They depict the 
Ancient Theatre of Dodona, which was an integral part of the Panhellenic Sanctuary of Dodona; the Ancient Theatre of 
Nicopolis, one of the most impressive monuments in Greece, associated with the new Actian Games dedicated to 
Apollo; the Ancient Theatre of Kassope, with its panoramic view of the Ambracian Gulf, the Ionian Sea and the Acarnanian 
Mountains; the Ancient Theatre of Ambrakia, the smallest of the theatres that have been discovered to date; and the 
Ancient Theatre of Gitana, built in the capital of Ancient Thesprotia, many of whose seats bear inscriptions of names.  
This set was designed by Eleni Apostolou. 
 

 

Montenegro Historical Heritage;  
Medun, issued 2019 
 

Medun is an old town and fortress, situated 13 kilometers northeast from 
Podgorica, Montenegro. It was erected originally as a fortress, later on as a town, 
between 4th and 3rd centuries BC, by Illyrians living in the area. It was known as 
Medeon.  Well preserved walls of the fortress were built of big blocks of 
trimmed stone, placed in a number of rows. With respect to solidity and size of 
the construction it substantially differs from the construction of other, less 
significant Illyrian towns. From the cultural-artistic point of view, two lower dig 
ups in the rock on the road from the lower to the upper town are very 
interesting. Studies refer to the conclusion that it was the place of performance 
of rituals related to the cult of snake that represented myth ancestor to the 
Illyrians. Necropolis is sited north from the upper town. It originates from the

Iron Age, but has not been studied. Medeon hosted the Ardiaei king Gentius, his wife Teuta and the rest of his family 
until they were taken captives by the Roman legions, who effectively ended the independence of Illyria and created the 
Roman province of Illyricum. Medun was mentioned by Livy (59BC-17AD) as a civitas of the Labeates, an Illyrian 
tribe which lived around the Lake Skadar, then known as Lacus Labeatis. Roman legions conquered Medun around 167 
BC, during the Third Illyrian War. On that occasion the Ardiaei king Gentius and his family were captivated, marking 
the establishment of Illyricum. Besides the stairways cut into the cliffs on all sides, dating from the Iron Age, from this 
earlier period is also a portion of the west wall, subsequently built over by a medieval wall. Different parts of the 
medieval fortification date from different periods.  
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New Digs – Great Britain 

Great Britain,  Roman Britain, issued June 18, 2020 

Royal Mail pays tribute to Roman Britain by issuing eight stamps June 18 featuring sites and artifacts related to Roman 
Britain, referring to the 400-year period between AD43 and 410 when much of mainland Britain was part of the 
Roman Empire. Rome’s legacy is visible in standing remains such as forts and villas and archaeological finds displayed 
in museums across the UK. 
 

Royal Mail worked with the British Museum in creating its Roman Britain stamp issue. The eight stamps are being 
issued June 18 in four se-tenant pairs. The designs show the Dover Lighthouse, a Bignor mosaic, the Caerleon 
amphitheater, the Ribchester helmet, the Bridgeness distance slab of the Antonine Wall, a statuette of a warrior god, 
the Gorgon’s head at Bath, and Hadrian’s Wall. 
 

Richard Hobbs, the Weston curator of Roman Britain at the museum, said: “It was a great honour to work with Royal 
Mail on this project. The eight sites and objects chosen give a taste of life in Roman Britain, which I hope will 
encourage people to explore this fascinating period in Britain’s history further.”  

 

One second-class stamp shows the Dover Lighthouse, and the other 
depicts a mosaic from the remains of the Bignor Roman villa.  The 
inscription on the Dover Lighthouse stamp reads, “The U.K.’s tallest 
standing Roman building.”  Royal Mail said: “Possibly modelled on the 
Pharos at Alexandria in Egypt, it probably stood to a height of around 
24m (80ft). When it was in use, a beacon of fire would have been lit at 
night to guide ships using the [English] Channel.” The Romans built the 
lighthouse after they invaded Britain in AD 43. St. Mary in Castro, the

church that now stands beside the Roman lighthouse, was built around 1000. 
The remains of the Bignor Roman villa in Sussex were discovered in 1811 when a farmer, George Tupper, was plowing 
his field. The mosaic featured on the stamp is believed to show Venus, the Roman goddess of love. According to Royal 
Mail, this mosaic probably dates from the early 4th century. 
 

The two first-class stamps show items related to ancient Roman sports: 
an amphitheater in Wales and a helmet worn during displays of 
horsemanship.  The amphitheater at Isca Fortress, Caerleon, was built 
around AD 80 to entertain the legionaries at the fortress and included 
seating for 6,000 spectators, according to the website of the Welsh 
government’s historic environment service. The helmet was discovered 
in 1796 by the 13-year-old son of a clog maker at Ribchester, 
Lancashire, and is known as the Ribchester helmet. It is one of the   
British Museum’s most iconic pieces, and also one of its earliest and has been part of the national collection since its 
discovery. The museum describes it as a spectacular piece “decorated with a scene of a skirmish between infantry and 
cavalry,” adding that “When used, the head-piece and face mask of embossed bronze would be held together by a 
leather strap. A crest-box and a pair of trailing streamers or ‘manes’ would have been attached to the head-piece.” 
 

 

One of the £1.63 stamps pictures a slab that records the building of the 
Antonine Wall in Scotland.  The approximately 30-mile wall “was mostly 
built out of turf, laid on top of a stone foundation” by members of three 
Roman legions, according to the Antonine Wall website.  The legions 
engraved sandstone tablets to commemorate the completion of their 
sections of the wall. The Bridgeness distance slab, part of which is 
shown on the stamp, is the most elaborate of the 19 known slabs.  The 
other £1.63 stamp shows a small statue of a man on horseback.  

Royal Mail reports that this statuette, a Romano-British copper-alloy statuette of a warrior god, is believed to be from 
the 3rd or 4th century, was discovered at Stow-cum-Quy in Cambridgeshire.  
 

(cont’d next pg.) 
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New Digs – Great Britain   (cont’d.) 
 

One £1.68 stamp shows a Roman artifact from a Roman temple at Bath, 
and the other depicts part of the stone fortifications of Hadrian’s Wall.  
The former stamp is inscribed “Gorgon’s head, Bath” and “Sited at the 
spring sacred to Sulis Minerva.”  The head is from the pediment of a 
Roman temple at the spring.  The Roman Baths at Bath 
website describes it as an “image of a fearsome head carved in Bath 
stone and it is thought to be the Gorgon’s Head which was a powerful 
symbol of the goddess Sulis Minerva.”  also: “An alternative   
interpretation sees the central head as the image of a water god. It has similarities with other depictions of water gods 
known from Britain, such as the image of Oceanus on the great silver dish from Mildenhall.”  At more than 70 miles 
long, Hadrian’s Wall is the largest surviving Roman-era monument in Britain.  Its construction followed Emperor 
Hadrian’s visit to the province in AD 122. A stone wall with milecastles, forts and a ditch, it formed a continuous 
barrier running from the River Tyne at Newcastle to Bowness on the Solway.  It’s likely purpose was to control tribal 
activity on both sides of the frontier.” 
 

The design agency Up designed the new set of eight stamps using photographs from different sources. International 
Security Printers printed the stamps by lithography in sheets of 60, sold in panes of 30 at most postal outlets.  
 

New Digs 
 

 
Slovenia Fossils, Prohyracodon teller  
skull Slovenia issued March 13, 2020,  
Scott #1374 

 

On March 13, 2020 Slovenian Post Authority issued the fifth stamp of their 
multi-year set of "Mammals fossils in Slovenia" shows fossil and reconstruction, 
on the FDC, of  Prohyracodon teller designed by Zlatko Drčar  (The first stamp 
of the set issued in 2016 and shown fossil of cave bear. ).  Prohyracodon telleri is 
the oldest prehistoric mammal fossil from Motnik village in the Municipality of 
Kamnik and also known as a Dwarf Rhinoceros. Initially it was named 
Meninatherium telleri named after Menina Mountain and after geologist 
Friedrich Teller who discovered it in coal mine, but later it was included in the 
already known genus Prohyracodon. 
Official press release of Slovenian Post published on their official philatelic site 
and their Bulletin:  "Motnik and its surrounding area were once the site of coal 
exploration and mining. Miners in years past unearthed a variety of fossil

remains in the underground tunnels of the area's coal mines. In the second half of the nineteenth century these included 
the osseous remains of vertebrates, which had evidently been quite common. 
  In 1910 the Viennese palaeontologist Othenio Abel classified the remains of a fossil mammal as belonging to the new 
genus and species Meninatherium telleri. Later forgotten, Meninatherium was rescued from oblivion by the 
palaeontologist Kurt Heissing, who on examining remains in Austrian palaeontological collections was of the opinion 
that they belonged to the Prohyracodon genus. As a result, the Motnik fossils gained the new scientific name 
Prohyracodon telleri, or "Teller's prohyracodon". 
  Teller's prohyracodon was a medium large mammal the size of a mouflon. It lived in the marshy flatlands where coal 
formed in freshwater basins. The marshes were also inhabited by crocodiles and other mammals such as Anthracohyus 
slovenicus. These remains show that the coal-bearing strata in the Motnik area probably formed approximately 40 
million years ago, in the geological period of the late Eocene. This means that Teller's prohyracodon, like the other 
Motnik remains, is among the oldest fossil mammals found in Slovenia."  
Matija Kriinar, palaeontologist and senior curator Slovenian Natural History Museum  
 

   
Syria, Cultural Artifacts, Decorated Urn,  Scott #1805-10, issued 2019.  No further information known. 
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New Digs 

 

 

<< Syria, Ampitheaters Strip of 3, issued 2019.   
 
The main historical symbol of the Syrian city of Bosra is an ancient amphitheater, 
which was built in the 2nd century AD. The ancient amphitheater, designed for 
15000 spectators, was built from black basalt, the most common building material 
for these places. The ancient arena, like many other similar structures, is 
distinguished by its unique acoustics. Despite its greatness, 200 years after the 
construction, the amphitheater began to lose its primary importance.  
 

The Roman Theatre at Palmyra is a Roman theatre in ancient Palmyra in the Syrian 
Desert. The unfinished theatre dates back to the second-century CE Severan period. 
The theatre's remains have since been restored. It was occupied by the Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in May 2015 and recaptured by the government forces 
in March 2016 with the support of Russian airstrikes.  The second-century CE 
theatre was built in the center of a semicircular colonnaded piazza which opens up 
to the South Gate of Palmyra. 
 
The third amphitheater I could not find any information about. 

 

    
Museum of Human Evolution                                    Dali Museum                   Museum of Science & Cosmology 
Spain, Museums, issued 2020;  
This year, three new Spanish museums are the central figures of the series Correos dedicates to the temples of art, 
history and culture in Spain. 
The first of the Premium Sheets is dedicated to the Museum of Human Evolution. Located in the centre of Burgos, it 
was designed by the architect Juan Navarro Baldeweg on a plot where the convent of San Pablo of the Dominican 
order once stood many centuries back. The museum was included in the declaration of the sites of Atapuerca as a 
World Heritage Site in 2015. The main aim of the Museum of Human Evolution is to preserve, map and disclose 
archaeological remains from the sites of the Sierra de Atapuerca. The façade of the museum is seen in the stamp’s 
motif, together with an image of the human skull known as Miguelón. 
 

Archaeology Today 
 

A Submerged 7,000-Year-Old Discovery Shows the Great Potential of Underwater Archaeology 
Stone tools scattered on the seafloor mark the oldest underwater site ever found on the continent. 
Australia has a deep human history stretching back 65,000 years, but many of its oldest archaeological sites are now 
underwater. In an encouraging sign that Aboriginal artifacts and landscapes may actually be preserved offshore, 
archaeologists have discovered a 7,000-year-old site submerged along Australia's continental shelf, the first of its kind. 
Their discovery is outlined today in the journal PLoS One. 
At the end of the last ice age, about 12,000 years ago, when glaciers melted and sea level rose, waters inundated one-
third of Australia’s habitable land. As part of a project called Deep History of Sea Country, Jonathan Benjamin, a 
professor of maritime archaeology at Flinders University in Adelaide, led a team that searched for submerged sites off 
Murujuga (also known as the Dampier Archipelago), a dry and rocky coastal region in northwestern Australia.  

(cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeology Today 

A Submerged 7,000-Year-Old Discovery Shows the Great Potential of Underwater Archaeology   (cont’d) 

This area has a wealth of inland archaeological sites, including more than one million examples of rock art. About 
18,000 years ago, the shoreline of Murujuga would have extended another 100 miles further than the current coast. But 
Benjamin and his colleagues had little to go on when they began to search the offshore territory. "We were going into 
an area completely cold in terms of the probability of discovery," Benjamin says. "So we just figured if we could throw 
every bit of technology and a lot of smart people at the problem, after three years, we should come up with something. 
A lot of our understanding of Australian Indigenous archaeology is based on sites that would have been significantly 
further inland,” Wiseman says. “This discovery will help indicate that there is more to be found offshore." 
  "It is a really exciting find, and it just continues to push the idea of submerged continental shelf sites to the forefront," 
says Amanda Evans, a marine archaeologist with Gray & Pape heritage consultants in the U.S. who also wasn't involved 
in the study. "Even up until ten years ago, there were just a handful of people who were really actively engaged in this 
work. These types of discoveries get more people involved and talking."Indeed, while marine archaeology has long been 
focused on shipwrecks, the last decade has seen a rising interest in more ancient sunken landscapes with subtler 
features. The amount of submerged continental shelf around the world constitutes an area the size of Africa, meaning a 
lot remains to be explored. 
  Benjamin and his colleagues documented the world's oldest seawall at a 7,000-year-old site off the coast of Israel. 
Other teams are exploring the west coast of North America searching for sites that may settle long-standing debates 
about how humans first populated the continent. Evans just got back last week from a six-day expedition in the Gulf of 
Mexico, where 40 million acres of land that was dry 12,000 years ago is now underwater. She and her colleagues took 40 
core samples from the underwater sediment that they plan to analyze for archaeological material.  But if the world’s 
submerged sites are to be explored, first they must be protected. Benjamin hopes the finds from Murujuga will impact 
public policy regarding maritime heritage in places like Australia that have a lot of offshore energy development but 
haven't given much protection for underwater landscapes with Indigenous archaeology—in part because they haven't 
been documented yet. "We have a situation in Australia where a shipwreck that's 75 years old is given automatic 
protection, but to protect a site of 7,000 years old, we have to ask for ministerial approval," Benjamin says. 
By Megan Gannon,  smithsonianmag.com,  July 1, 2020 2:00PM  
 

Roman-Era Structures Found Near Sphinx-Lined Egyptian Avenue 
Excavations at Kebbash Road revealed circular ovens, a mud-brick wall and a sandstone wall.  Egypt’s Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities announced the discovery of ancient walls and ovens along Kebbash Road, the sphinx-lined 
avenue that connects Luxor to Karnak’s Great Temple of Amon. 
  Archaeologists unearthed the structures while conducting excavations associated with an ongoing restoration project, 
reports Angy Essam for Egypt Today. The find includes several round ovens that may have been used to bake mud 
bricks or pottery and a mud-brick wall dating to the late Roman Empire, which spanned roughly the third through fifth 
centuries AD.  The wall, found west of Kebbash Road, measures almost 100 feet long, 8 feet tall and 10 feet wide. Per 
Egypt Today, the team also identified a sandstone wall that stretches all the way from Karnak in the north to Luxor in the 
south—a distance of almost two miles. Organized in three horizontal rows of sandstone blocks, the barrier was built to 
protect the Nile River’s eastern banks from seasonal flooding. 
  Thousands of years ago, Kebbash Road played a key role in Opet, an ancient Egyptian festival held during the second 
month of the lunar calendar. According to Al-Masry Al-Youm of Egypt Independent, pharaohs celebrated Opet by leading 
holy processions featuring elaborately decorated, statue-filled boats. Members of the public stood on both sides of the 
road, cheering and dancing as the parade passed. 
  In 2017—four years after the historic walkway first opened to the public—the Egyptian government announced plans 
to transform the space into a giant open-air museum. The project, which aims to restore the road to its onetime glory, is 
part of a larger effort to expand tourism in the Luxor region. But renovations, originally scheduled for completion in 
2018, have been repeatedly delayed. Seasonal humidity threatens visible sandstone structures, including the 1,200 or so 
sphinxes that line Kebbash Road, and new discoveries have put broader plans on hold as thorough excavations 
commence.  Earlier this year, authorities moved four ram-headed sphinxes from behind the Karnak temple to Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square. (The statues are separate from those on Kebbash Road but boast a similar design.) The decision attracted 
widespread criticism from archaeologists, who pointed out that placing the sphinxes in a city center would expose them 
to dangerous environmental conditions. “These statues are made from sandstone and come from Luxor, where the 
weather is dry,” Monica Hanna, an archaeologist at the Arab Academy for Science, Technology, and Maritime 
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Archaeology Today 

Roman-Era Structures Found Near Sphinx-Lined Egyptian Avenue 
Transport, told the Times’ Magdy Samaan in January. “When they are placed in Cairo, the second most polluted city in 
the world, that will destroy them.” 
By Theresa Machemer,  smithsonianmag.com,  June 30, 2020  
 

Newly Excavated Viking Dwelling May Be Oldest Found in Iceland 
Archaeologists say the settlement, which may have housed a Norse chieftain, dates to roughly 800 AD. Excavations in 
east Iceland have revealed what may be an ancient Viking hunting camp that predates the traditionally accepted arrival 
of the region’s first settlers by more than 70 years, reports Jelena Ćirić for Iceland Review. Located in the Stöðvarfjörður 
fjord on a farm called Stöð, the remnants of Viking Age habitation were discovered by accident in 2003, according to 
Iceland magazine. The find, first excavated in 2015 by archaeologist Bjarni Einarsson, consists of two structures: One 
dates to between 869 and 873 AD, while the other was probably erected around 800 A.D. The primary significance of 
these settlements lies in their age. Compared with mainland Europe and Africa, Iceland’s human history is brief and 
well documented. A pair of books from the 12th century claim the island’s first inhabitants arrived in 870 AD. at the 
earliest; one of these texts, the Landnámabók or Book of Settlements, states that Iceland’s first settler was Ingólfur 
Arnarson, who sailed from Norway to what is now Reykjavik with his wife, Hallveig Fródadóttir, in 874 AD. 
  “Landnámabók erects this wall at the year 874,” Einarsson tells Magnús Sveinn Helgason of Iceland Review. “Scholars 
have been hesitant and afraid to peek beyond it. I prefer to approach the question of settlement as an open book. The 
excavation at Stöð and several other sites in Iceland provide clear proof of human presence in Iceland decades before 
Ingólfur settled in Reykjavík.” At 103 feet long, the later settlement is one of the largest longhouses discovered in 
Iceland to date, reported Sveinn Arnarsson for local television station Stöð 2 in 2018.  
  Speaking with Tom Metcalfe of Live Science, Einarsson says the Stöð longhouse is also the richest in Iceland. So far, the 
dig has unearthed Roman and Middle Eastern coins, glass beads, rings, and a gold fragment, as well as hacksilver, or 
pieces of cut or bent silver that served as currency. “It is hard not to conclude that it is a chieftain’s house,” adds the 
archaeologist. This treasure-laden longhouse was built within the ruins of the older, larger structure, which measured at 
least 131 feet long and “appears to be at least as old as the oldest structures … previously excavated in Iceland,” as 
Einarsson tells Iceland Review. He theorizes that “the older longhouse was a seasonal hunting camp, operated by a 
Norwegian chief who outfitted voyages to Iceland to gather valuables and bring them back across the sea to Norway.” 
Such seasonal camps—marked by the conspicuous absence of domesticated animal bones—may have paved the way 
for permanent habitation in Iceland. And the Stöð site isn’t the only example of such settlements: Archaeological sites 
at Aðalstræti in downtown Reykjavík and Vogur in Hafnir similarly lack animal bones and appear to predate 874. “This 
was a pattern of the settlement of the islands in the Atlantic Ocean,” Einarsson tells Live Science. “First, we had the 
seasonal camps, and then the settlement followed.” 
By Alex Fox, smithsonianmag.com , June 25, 2020  
 

Egypt Defies Archaeologists’ Protests by Relocating Four Ancient Sphinxes 
Now awaiting unveiling in Tahrir Square, the ram-headed sculptures join a pink granite obelisk dating to the reign of 
Ramses II.  Critics say the sphinxes' relocation will make them vulnerable to environmental damage.  
Despite archaeologists’ protests, the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities has moved four ancient sphinxes 
from the Karnak temple in Luxor to Cairo’s Tahrir Square, reports Ruth Michaelson for the Guardian. The sphinxes will 
be stored in wooden crates around the square, located some 300 miles north of their original home, until a still-
unscheduled unveiling ceremony.  The ministry announced plans to move the sandstone, ram-head sphinxes from 
behind the temple to the busy traffic circle in Egypt’s capital at the end of 2019. The decision quickly attracted criticism 
from archaeologists, who pointed out that placing the sphinxes in a city center would expose them to dangerous 
environmental conditions. Critics also questioned whether the move violates Egyptian and international regulations 
regarding the movement of antiquities, reported Gamal Essam El-Din for Ahram Online last December. 
Defending the decision, Egyptian Antiquities and Tourism Minister Khaled El-Enany told Ahram Online, “When we go 
to European capitals like Rome or Paris or London, and also Washington, we see that they use Egyptian obelisks in 
decorating their major tourist squares, so why do we not do the same?”  Monica Hanna, an archaeologist at the Arab 
Academy for Science, Technology, and Maritime Transport, set up an online petition opposing the move and 
suggesting replicas be used in the originals’ stead.  “Decorating western capitals with ancient Egyptian obelisks was a 
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Egypt Defies Archaeologists’ Protests by Relocating Four Ancient Sphinxes    (cont’d) 

symbol of colonialism, a symbol of the West’s power,” she told the Times’ Magdy Samaan in January. “Are we going to 
replicate that?” The four sphinxes were among more than 1,000 sculptures decorating Karnak temple. Stretching across 
100 hectares of Unesco World Heritage site and former Egyptian capital Thebes (now known as Luxor), Karnak’s 
“central sector” is dedicated to sun and air god Amun-Ra, according to Live Science’s Owen Jarus. A road connecting the 
temple to the ancient city center is flanked by ram-headed sphinxes similar to the ones moved from behind the temple. 
Hanna argues that moving the sphinxes is at odds with the Venice Charter, an international conservation agreement 
that limits the movement of antiquities not in immediate danger.  “These statues are made from sandstone and come 
from Luxor, where the weather is dry,” she told the Times. “When they are placed in Cairo, the second most polluted 
city in the world, that will destroy them.” 
By Theresa Machemer,  smithsonianmag.com,  May 11, 2020  
 

For the First Time in a Century, Norway Will Excavate Viking Ship Burial 
Archaeologists racing to save the rare vessel from fungal attacks hope to begin work in June.  Norwegian archaeologists 
are set to carry out a full excavation of a buried Viking ship for the first time in more than 100 years, the country’s 
government announced Monday. Per a statement, Norway has designated 15.6 million Norwegian krone (roughly $1.5 
million USD) toward the dig. Pending approval of the budget by Parliament, the researchers hope to begin the project 
in June, reports David Nikel for Forbes. Digital archaeologists from the Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage 
Research (NIKU) discovered the rare, 65-foot-long Gjellestad Viking ship in fall 2018. Found using ground-penetrating 
radar, the vessel was buried just 20 inches below the surface of a farming field, reported Jason Daley for Smithsonian 
magazine at the time. According to Forbes, the Gjellestad ship spent more than 1,000 years hidden underground near the 
Jell Mound in Østfold County. Three well-preserved Viking ships previously discovered in the Scandinavian country 
were excavated in 1868, 1880 and 1904, respectively, reports the Local Norway. This time around, archaeologists will 
have the opportunity to carry out a full excavation that adheres to modern standards. 
  “[This project is] important because it’s more than 100 years ago that we excavated a ship burial like this,” Jan Bill, 
curator of the Viking Ship Collection at the University of Oslo’s Museum of Cultural History, tells the Local. “With the 
technology we have now and the equipment we have today, this gives us a tremendous opportunity to understand why 
these ship burials took place.” Researchers are under pressure to act quickly: In January, Bill raised the alarm that the 
ship’s wooden structure was suffering from “severe” fungal attacks, according to state broadcaster NRK. The burial site 
is located near a drainage ditch that produces wet earth; these conditions, combined with the ship’s exposure to air 
during a trial excavation, will likely speed up the rate of its decomposition, reports the Maritime Executive. “It is urgent 
that we get this ship out of the ground,” Sveinung Rotevatn, Norway’s Minister for Climate and Environment tells the 
NRK, per a translation by the Local. 
By Nora McGreevy, smithsonianmag.com,  May 12, 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

Have you visited out website recently?   A membership 
application is available for printing, so is a flyer advertising our 
club.  They print easily for those of you attending stamp shows 
around the country to leave at the literature table.  We are still 
trying to update our old website, once that is done we hope to 
have a volunteer to keep it up to date. 

 

 

Table of Contents 
Lighthouse of Alexandria by Christopher 
Kolker pg 1, 3-6 
Parthenon? It’s Greek to Me by Caroline 
Scannell pg  6-7 
New Digs pg 9-13 
Archaeology Today  pg 13-16 

 
 

Page  # 16                                                                                            The Old World Archaeologist   /   July  2020 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/sphinxes-move-for-first-time-since-the-pharaohs-8j5ws8g8s
https://www.britannica.com/place/Thebes-ancient-Egypt
https://www.livescience.com/25184-karnak-temple.html
https://www.icomos.org/charters/venice_e.pdf
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/author/theresa-machemer/
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/gjellestadskipet/id2701917/
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/gjellestadskipet/id2701917/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidnikel/2020/05/11/norway-to-excavate-viking-ship-first-time-in-100-years/#7cdec05f636f
https://www.niku.no/en/
https://www.niku.no/en/
https://www.niku.no/en/prosjekter/jellestadskipet/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/viking-ship-burial-found-norwegian-farm-field-180970560/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/viking-ship-burial-found-norwegian-farm-field-180970560/
https://www.thelocal.no/20200511/norway-to-fund-first-excavation-of-viking-ship-burial-in-100-years
https://www.nrk.no/osloogviken/gjellestadskipet-er-trolig-fra-tidlig-vikingtid-_-og-angrepet-av-sopp-1.14862801
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/norway-funds-excavation-of-1-200-year-old-viking-ship
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/author/nora-mcgreevy/

