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Tulum,  The Beauty of the Mayas 
by Christopher Kolker 
 
 
One of the reasons that many delve into the fascinating world of archaeology is the breathtaking, scenic ruins that 
ancient civilizations have left behind.  A great example:  the ancient Mayan city of Tulum, or the City of the Dawn. 
Located on the Yucatán Peninsula in southeastern Mexico in the state of Quintana Roo, Tulum is one of the most 
photographed ancient ruins in the world. Resting on the shores of the Caribbean, a true archaeological thrill is watching 
the sun rise over the water as one marvels at the beauty of the city of Tulum and the lush nature around it. 
 

     
Tulum's location in Mexico, from Toursmaps.com 
 
Tulum’s known history goes back to the sixth century, as the oldest stele (stone-slab inscription) found in the area was 
specifically dated to that century.  Now housed in the British Museum, that stele, written and dated in Mayan glyphic 
and appropriately called Stele 1, is now thought to have been brought from a different nearby city, perhaps Coba.  
 
Tulum is one of the few Mayan cities made in their postclassic era. As readers may recall from a previous article about 
the Mayans, survival for the Mayan civilization from the 10th century to the arrival of the Spanish consisted mainly of 
abandoning the jungle areas and concentrating their efforts on the more arid Yucatán Peninsula.  While the great Mayan 
city of Chichen Itza is the most well-known example, Tulum serves as a second post-classical example. 
 

(cont’d pg 3) 
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From the Editor:   
 

As I write this, both articles are already done and the rain has 
finally abated.  Okay, today we will have rain, but there was a 
week of sunshine between rain storms.  I actually got outside 
last Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  We’ve had our first 80 
degree day, which had me scurrying to find the ‘summer’ 
clothes and start putting away the ‘winter’ ones. 
 
Most of my stamps these days I buy through club auctions.  I 
don’t like buying on the internet other than new issues.  
Lately every week brings a package of something or other.  I 
got a nice postcard through one auction and got it for the 16 
page looseleaf I take to shows to illustrate Archaeology on 
Stamps but when it arrived I recognized it as the illustration 
on one of the stamps issued to save the Nubian monuments 
in the 1960s.  Now I need another one!  I may decide to dust 
off the old exhibit and add a few more to my repertoire. 
 
I have been doing this journal since 2003 and was running 
out of ideas for articles so I obtained the ATA checklist for 
World Heritage Sites and discovered Venice!  Checking on 
the internet I found it was founded before years had 4-digits 
so onto my list it went.  I think it’s time I went back to the 
UN to find ideas for articles, which should keep me busy for 
a few more years. 
 
Retirement has brought a whole new life!  As a quilter, and a 
hand quilter at that, I am getting known for donating my 
quilts to organizations to raise money by auctioning them or 
selling them or raffling them off.  The amount the 
organization gets is considered a tax deductible gift to a 503c 
charity!  So I manage to pay my taxes with my quilts. 
 
Originally this journal’s mailing schedule coincided with 
various local stamp shows that would have a new stamp 
issue.  January was the Metropolitan Stamp Show, April was 
the Spring MEGA Show, July was another Metropolitan and 
October was the big MEGA Show – with over 100 dealers!  
Alas, these shows have all disappeared.  Though there was 
one last month in NYC, the postal people forgot to bring the 
show cancel – or any cancel – for what was a first day of 
issue for the Ellsworth Kelly art stamp. 
 
There were complaints that NYC had TWO shows that 
accepted exhibits whereas all other cities were allowed one 
by APS (I believe) rules.  This took away APS participation 
in one of the MEGA shows.  The the Metropolitan show 
was sold, but the people who sold it forgot to include the 
contract with the hotel, and no hotels were available.  This 
meant last month’s show was the first in NYC in more than 
a year.  A dismal situation when you consider that NYC 
takes in Long Island, New Jersey, Connecticut and we even 
got participation from Pennsylvania! 

Caroline 
  



 

Tulum,  The Beauty of the Mayas 
by Christopher Kolker   (Cont’d. from pg 1) 
 

 
A bird's-eye view of Tulum 
 

Why was Tulum built? Two main reasons have 
been entertained. Sitting on the Caribbean 
coast, one of the obvious reasons is for trade. 
With archaeological evidence of extensive 
copper, salt, textile, and especially obsidian 
residuals found at Tulum, this is surely is one 
reason for Tulum’s construction. Using long 
canoes stable enough to be ocean-worthy, 
goods could be brought up and down the 
Yucatán Peninsula, on which Tulum is 
situated, all the way into the Bay of Honduras. 
This kind of trading was extremely extensive, 
with Christopher Columbus writing about 
these canoes on the ocean when he explored 
the area. 

 

Of those goods traded, it seems obsidian may have been the single most important item. 
Essentially volcanic glass, its sharpness and hardness made it ideal for tools and weapons. 
In fact, for archaeological use, its trade correlates fairly well with the overall economic 
activity of a civilization.  
 

 
One of the principle weapons of the Maya was the macuahuitl, a wooden club with obsidian blades.  The name is 
probably derived from the Nahuatl (Aztec) language, with the name spread all throughout Meso-America.  (Such 
cultural blending was common in post-classical Mayan civilization.) 
 
The second reason for the building of Tulum was the 
worship of the Descending God. Carvings and drawings 
seem to show the same kind of god diving and descending 
into the water. Perhaps watching the sun rise over the water 
and set in the west made Tulum an ideal area for the 
worship of such a god. While this may be speculation, at any 
rate, this Diving or Descending God predominates the 
subject matter of the architecture and art of Tulum. 
 
Tulum’s architecture was fairly typical of postclassical Mayan 
cities. Warfare between cities was a fact of life and good 
defenses were needed. Protection was secured with a wall on 
the western, northern and southern sides of the city, with 
the sea on the eastern side.  Watchtowers also predomin-
ated,  providing  lookouts  or enemies.  Gateways  into  the 

 
Temple of the Frescos   

city were incredibly narrow, perhaps providing an additional level of security. As many archaeologists believe Mayans 
often fought over water, a large cenote (or freshwater limestone sinkhole) exists on the northern part of the complex. 

 
While Tulum has not been completely archaeologically mapped, it does boast an extensive compound area (see the 
map) with three famous structures. The first is the Temple of the Frescoes (Frescoes Temple on the map).   It’s an 
observatory. It has the niche figure of the Mayan Descending God that was thought to be a “Venus-like” deity. 
Essentially a two-story building, inside is a mural of that God in Mixtec and Puebla style. Understood in the 
postclassical area to be the result of the loosening of control of the territory and its culture, this clearly shows that other 
cultures were allowed to intermix and influence Mayan art. 

 
 (cont’d pg 4) 
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Tulum,  The Beauty of the Mayas 
by Christopher Kolker       (Cont’d. from pg 3) 
 

 
 

 
El Castillo  

The second structure is Temple of the Descending God. It is actually a single room with a sculpture of the Descending 
God.   This god is complete with wings and a headdress, typical of what is seen in the art and sculptures of the other 
buildings of Tulum. 
 
The third is called El Castillo (the Castle). It’s a nearly square, 25-foot-tall building with a small shrine on top. On the 
side facing the sea, two very small windows line up perfectly with two breaks in the barrier reef that encircles Tulum’s 
beaches. It is therefore speculated that those windows were used to guide the canoes. If canoers went straight towards 
the two windows, they would know that they would not run upon the barrier reef and could thus get to shore safely. 
 

 
The two small windows of El Castillo  

 
 
 
Unfortunately, the end of Tulum as a viable settlement 
reads like a broken record, mimicking the rest of 
Mesoamerica. European contact started with Juan de 
Grijalva’s expedition to the Yucatán Peninsula in 1518. 
After that, with most of Mesoamerica collapsing due to 
disease, Tulum could not escape that fate. Tulum was 
abandoned approximately 70 years later as disease 
simply decimated the population. 
 
 

 
The Stamps- Mexico had a fairly typical pattern of commemorating native peoples with 
their stamps.  Their very first issues were of early leaders and liberators.  Mexico Scott 1a 
is of Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, leader of the Mexican War of Independence.  He 
predominates the first 100 issues of Mexican stamps. 
 
>>  Mexico Scott 1a issued 1856 - Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla - Roman Catholic priest and 
leader of the   Mexican War of Independence - typical of early Latin American issues. 
 

 

 
(cont’d pg 5) 
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Tulum,  The Beauty of the Mayas 
by Christopher Kolker       (Cont’d. from pg 4) 

                    
Aztec Archer         Aztec Indian         Decorating Pottery  Aztec Peon           Aztec Potter          Aztec Sculptor   
 

           
Aztec Craftsman  Offering to the Gods    Worshipper 

 
 
 
Mexico Scott 698-706, issued Sept 1, 1934 
. 
. 
. 
 

 

   
Cuauhtemoc  Monument, Scott 
#247, 1895 & #501 issued Sept 16, 1915 

 
Native peoples weren’t acknowledged until a statue of Cuauhtemoc, the 
last Aztec ruler, was printed in 1895, and not in a series until 1934.  At 
that point, a more generic Native American series was issued, seemingly 
without regard to one particular people or another.  Scott 699-706 has a 
generic Indian archer, while Scott issues 707 and 708 feature the 
Yalalteca and the Tehuana. 

 

 

 
 

The four definitive Mexico stamps at left 
were issued in 1864.  These stamps were 
printed by the American Banknote Co.  They 
are engraved on unwatermarked (usually toned) 
paper, and perforated 12.  Scott catalog #14-
17. 

 

 
 
 
Yalalteca & Tehuana Native American, Scott #707 & 708,  
issued December 1, 1934 

   
 
 

Member Ads: 
 

Seeking used postal stationery with mythological subjects pictured, especially Hercules or prehistoric man or art.  Fran 
Adams,   P O Box 420308,   San Diego, CA 92142      Fran.adams@gmail.com         He’s working on an exhibit and 
would appreciate any assistance in obtaining these items.  If you know a dealer carrying them let him know.  
 

Buying World Wide!  Collections, Topical, Archaeology, will look at them all.  If you are looking to sell, talk to me first 
at ctkolker@mail.com.  Top dollar offered.  Every offer seriously considered. 
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Save Venice! 
by Caroline Scannell     
 

Venice, the name is derived from the ancient Veneti, who inhabited the area by the 10th century BC.  The city was the 
capital of the Republic of Venice from 697-1797, which was a major finance and maritime power.  Known as the 
“Queen of the Adriatic”, the lagoon and a part of the city are listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.   
 

 
Vatican, Map of Venice, 1581 (block), June 6, 1972, Scott #519abcd   
 

   
Vatican, St. Mark’s Basilica, Scott 520       

 
Vatican, St. Mark, Emilio Vangelli, #518 

 

Although there are no surviving historical records dealing directly with the founding of Venice, tradition and available 
evidence have led historians to agree that the original population of Venice consisted of refugees from nearby Roman 
cities, as well as from the undefeated countryside fleeing successive waves of Germanic and Hun invasions.   
 
 

 
 

 
According to tradition, the city was founded in AD452, when the 
inhabitants of Aquileia, Padua, and other northern Italian cities took 
refuge on the islands of the lagoon from the Teutonic tribes that 
invaded Italy during the 5th century. They established their own 
government, which was headed by tribunes for each of the 12 principal 
islands, the twelve founding families who elected the first Doge.  The 
traditional founding is identified with the dedication of the first church, 
San Giacomo, on the islet of Rialto which is said to have taken place at 
the stroke of noon on March 25, 421.  The last, and most enduring, 
immigration into the northern Italian peninsula was that of the 
Lombards in 568 who left the Eastern Roman Empire. 

  
Italy, Schiavoni Shore,  
Scott #1091, Mar 5, 1973 

Spread over 120 islands formed by 177 canals in the lagoon between the mouths 
of the Po and Piave rivers, at the northern end of the Adriatic Sea. The islands 
on which the city is built are connected by about 400 bridges. The Grand Canal, 
about 2 miles long, winds through Venice.  Long sand bars, or barrier beaches, 
on the outer side of the lagoon serve as protection against the sea.  Today a 
railroad and highway causeway connect Venice with the mainland. 
 
 

(cont’d pg 7)
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Save Venice! 
by Caroline Scannell      (cont’d from pg 6) 
 

             
Italy, Views from Venice, Tetrarchs,  "Triumph of Venice", painting by Carpaccio,  Bronze Horses of St. Marc Basilica,  St. Mark  
Square.   issued 10th April 1973, Scott #1092-5 
 

     
Iran, the Lion of Venice,          Algeria, Lion of St. Mark, Bridge of Sighs, 
May 5, 1974, Scott #1784           Jan 24, 1972, Scott #471-2. 
 

The origin of the name Venice is 
unknown and much disputed, but is 
currently believed to be Phoenician. 
The Phoenicians, contemporary with 
the Etruscans, were the first to land in 
the lagoon and establish a trading 
place there.  Looking at the word 
"Phoenician" and "transliterating" it to 
"Phenice", the name Venice comes 
immediately to mind.  The city's 
patron is St. Mark, the Evangelist.  

 

    

 
 
<< Tunisia, Gondolier, 
Doge’s Palace, Gondola 
Prow, Rialto Bridge & 
Hand Holding 
Gondolier’s Hat, Scott 
571-4, Feb 7, 1972 

 

Today no motor vehicles are permitted on the narrow, winding lanes and streets that penetrate the old city, and the 
bridges are for pedestrians only. For centuries the most common method of transportation was by gondola, a flat-
bottomed boat propelled by a single oar. Today, the gondolas are used mainly by tourists; motor launches carry almost 
all the freight and passenger traffic in Venice.  
 

   
San Marino Scott # 746-8, Mar 23, 1971. Paintings by Canaletto (1697-1768)  

 

 
<< Canale Grande between Palazzo Balbi 
and Rialto Bridge. 
View of the San Marco Basin on the 
Molo. 
View of the Harbour of Venice and the 
Customs' Office. 

 

Though part of the Eastern Roman Empire, Venice was virtually autonomous. In 697 Venice was organized as a 
republic under an elected doge (duke),  Paolo Lucio Anafesto (Anafestus Paulicius). 

 (cont’d pg 8)
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Save Venice! 
by Caroline Scannell     (cont’d from pg 7) 
 
Internal dissension undermined the government during the next century, but the threat of foreign invasion united the 
Venetians. Attacks by Saracens in 836 and by Hungarians in 900 were repulsed. In 991 Venice signed a commercial 
treaty with the Saracens, initiating the Venetian policy of trading with the Muslims rather than fighting them. The 
Crusades and the resulting development of trade with Asia led to the establishment of Venice as the greatest 
commercial center for trade with the East.  
 

The whole city is an extraordinary 
architectural masterpiece as depicted in the 
stamps of Gabon, Guyana and Guinea 
Bissau. 
 
Gabon, Grand Canal by Vinvitelli, Rialto  
Bridge by Canaletti,  
Santa Maria della Salute by Vanvitelli,  
Scott C123-5, Feb 7, 1972    >> 
 

 

     
 

  
Guyana , Dec 6, 1993,"The Rialto Bridge" by Canaletto,  
issued at the occasion of the bicentennial of the Louvre Museum, Paris.       

 
<< Guinea 
Bissau 2003. 
Sheet of 
various views 
of Venice 
(photographs).

  

 

     

Monaco, Save Venice, April 27, 1972.  
St. Mark’s Square, (1740).  National Gallery 
of Canada (Ottawa), Bernardo Bellotto 
(1720-1780) 
 

San Pietro di Castello (date 
unknown).   Gulbenkian Museum, Lisbon, 
Portugal, Francesco Guardi (1712-1793) 
 

St. Giovanni & St. Paolo (1726).  Gallery of 
Old Masters, Dresden, Germany, Canaletto 
(1697-1768) 

 

The republic profited from the partition of the Byzantine Empire in 1204 and became the strongest European power in 
the Mediterranean region. The growth of a wealthy aristocracy gave rise to an attempt by the nobles to acquire political 
dominance, and although Venice was nominally a republic, she became a rigid oligarchy by the end of the 13th century. 
In the 13th and 14th centuries Venice was involved in a series of wars with Genoa, its chief commercial rival. In the war 
of 1378-1381, Genoa was compelled to acknowledge Venetian supremacy. Wars of conquest enabled Venice to acquire 
neighboring territories, and by the late 15th century, the city-state was the leading maritime power in the Christian 
world. 

(cont’d pg 9)
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Save Venice! 
by Caroline Scannell    (Cont’d. from pg 8) 
 

 
 

<< Basilica of St. Mark, 900th Anniversary, Oct 8, 1994, Scott #2003 (Italy) & 1314 (San 
Marino) Joint Issue. Se-tenant "mirrored" set. The design is very nice, because the 
double-view symbolizes the Venetian canals mirroring the cathedral in the water. The 
stamp was issued in commemoration of the IX centenary of the inauguration of St. 
Mark’s Cathedral in Venice.  
 

Venice became an imperial power following the Fourth Crusade which veered off its 
course in 1204 culminating in the sack of Constantinople rather than the Saracens.  This 
resulted in the plunder of the gilt bronze horses which were taken from the Hippodrome 
originally placed above the entrance to St. Mark’s Basilica.  The originals have now been 
replaced by replicas and are now stored within the basilica. 
 

    
Romania,  N. Darascu "The Marina". Ghorge Petrascu "View from Venice". Marius Bunescu "Venice". Marius Bunescu 
"Venice".  Scott 1274-7, issued Oct 20, 1972 
 

     
Ivory Coast, St Mark’s Basilica,    Pakistan, The Grand Canal,  
Scott #C49, Feb 5, 1972               Scott #38, Feb 5, 1972 
 

Venice always traded extensively with the 
Byzantine Empire and the Muslim world.  By 
the late 13th century Venice was the most 
prosperous city in Europe.  Venice’s leading 
families vied with each other to build the 
grandest palaces and support the work of the 
greatest and most talented artists. 

Turkish invasions in the middle of the 15th 
century marked the end of Venetian greatness.  
The Black Death devastated Venice in 1348, and 
again between 1575 and 1577.  In three years the 
plague killed 50,000 people.  
 
Venice began to lose its position as a center of 
international trade during the later Renaissance as 
Portugal became Europe’s principal trading nation 
with the East.  The discovery of a sea route to the 
Indies around the Cape of Good Hope by the 
Portuguese navigator Vasco da Gama in 1497-
1498 accelerated the decline. 

 

      
Italy Lion Tower, Scott     Bulgaria, St Mark’s Basilica & Castel  
#514, Apr 12, 1949           d’Oro, Scott #2021-2, May 6, 1972 

 

     

Republic of Dahomey 
(Benin) Ancient Mosaics 
from Venice, Scott 
#C159abc, Apr 10, 1972 
Stork and Snake,   
Roosters carrying a Fox,   
Noah with a dove. 
 

(cont’d pg 10)
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Save Venice! 
by Caroline Scannell      (Cont’d. from pg 9) 

 
In 1866, after the Seven Weeks War, Venice became part of the newly established kingdom of Italy. 
 
After Venice was faced with devastating floods in 1966, to help 
save the remarkable city UNESCO began a worldwide effort to 
raise money and find a way to save the city. Many countries 
issued stamps to publicize the UNESCO effort to Save Venice 
in 1972.  This was the second effort of the United Nations to 
use UNESCO for such a project, the first having been the 
Egyptian temples of Abu Simbel. 
 
>>Italy 1968. Painting by Canaletto. St. Mark’s Cathedral and the 
Ducal Palace, with the main landing in the background.  
>>Italy 1993. Francesco Guardi: "View of Venice" towards the main 
landing.  

  

 

 
Italy, Venice World Heritage 
Site, March 16, 2007, Scott 
#2800 

Modern Venice has faced many challenges, including loss of population to other areas 
and physical damage from flooding, sinkage, air and water pollution, and age. After 
severe flooding in 1966, an international effort to preserve historic Venice was 
coordinated by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), and many structures were renovated and preserved. Flooding has occurred 
throughout the history of the city; it is caused when high tides combine with storm 
winds, and has been combatted with experiments using mechanical barriers.  The 
sinkage of buildings and other structures, caused by the drainage of underground 
aquifers, has been addressed by limits on groundwater usage and the construction of an 
aqueduct  from the nearby Alps. 
 

From it’s foundation, when Attila attached Europe in 451, forcing the inhabitants of Veneto o seek refuge in a group pf 
sparsely inhabited coastal islands, Venice toda is among Europe’s most beautiful and popular vacation cities. 
 

 

New Digs 
 

 
Armenia, Mammoth, issued  
March 27, 2019 
 

On March 27th, 2019, one postage stamp dedicated to the theme “Flora and 
Fauna of the Ancient World” was put into circulation.  A mammoth is any 
species of the extinct genus Mammuthus, one of the many genera that make up 
the order of trunked mammals called proboscideans. The various species of 
mammoth were commonly equipped with long, curved tusks and, in northern 
species, a covering of long hair. They lived from the Pliocene epoch (from 
around 5 million years ago) into the Holocene at about 4,000 years ago, and 
various species existed in Africa, Europe, Asia, and North America. They were 
members of the family Elephantidae, which also contains the two genera of 
modern elephants and their ancestors. 

Mammoths entered Europe around 3 million years ago; the earliest known type has been named M. rumanus, which 
spread across Europe and China. Only its molars are known, which show it had 8–10 enamel ridges. A population 
evolved 12–14 ridges and split off from and replaced the earlier type, becoming M. meridionalis. In turn, this species was 
replaced by the steppe mammoth, M. trogontherii, with 18–20 ridges, which evolved in East Asia ca. 1 million years ago. 
Mammoths derived from M. trogontherii evolved molars with 26 ridges 200,000 years ago in Siberia, and became the 
woolly mammoth, M. primigenius. The Columbian mammoth, M. columbi, evolved from a population of M. trogontherii that 
had entered North America. A 2011 genetic study showed that two examined specimens of the Columbian mammoth 
were grouped within a subclade of woolly mammoths. This suggests that the two populations interbred and produced 
fertile offspring. It also suggested that a North American form known as "M. jeffersonii" may be a hybrid between the 
two species. 
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New Digs 

    
France, Lascaux Cave Souvenir Sheet in Folder, issued April 29, 2019               Detail of stamp 
 

After Lascaux 2, Lascaux 4 is the new facsimile of the Lascaux cave. It offers visitors an almost complete reconstruction 
of the original cave.  The post office honored Lascaux with a stamp bearing the likeness of the cave. For the occasion, it 
was sold in preview on Friday 26 and Saturday 27 April in Lascaux IV. Elsa Catelin who made the engraving was also 
present for a signing session on Friday, April 26th from 10am to 4pm. An appointment not to be missed for all 
philatelists ... and lovers of Lascaux!  Published in 700 050 copies by the printing of the Boulazac stamp in Dordogne, 
this 100% Perigord stamp will cost €0.88.  A foldable souvenir card, 21 cm by 20 cm, with the stamp inserted, is also be 
available for 4 euros. It will be printed at 30,000 copies. 
 

 
Greece, Ancient Writers Souvenir Sheet in Folder also issued in coils, Epicuris, Xenophon, Socrates, Herodotus and Euripides, 
issued March 15, 2019. Intaglio drawing by Yanis Gourzis, Design of philatelic products by Myrsini Vardopoulou.  The stamps are 
also issued in perforated sheets of 25. 

• Monday, March 18, 2019, from the Greek Post Office; 

In order for a tree to bear fruit, it must first spread its roots, grow a trunk and develop fully; and that usually takes time. 
The fruit of Greek thought appeared suddenly, as the first bolt of lightning rips through the clear air at the start of a 
storm: nothing was ever destined to be so great, bright, refined or deep. Of course, Orphic tradition came before, 
Homer and his legendary epos and the Wagon of Thespis. And yes, it could be said that one could perhaps have felt it 
in the air, that something great was looming. From any viewpoint, the fifth and fourth centuries in Athens are startling, 
like a bolt of lightning on a sunny day, something of a revelation and a flood at the same time: Greek thought, having 
already shown its worth through trials and tribulations, has now become aware of its strength and is unhesitating in 
showing it off, no less thunderously than exuberantly. The fifth and fourth centuries are unique in the history of the 
human thinking, in the excessiveness and plurality in which they appear: never before and never since, have so many 
exemplary minds congregated, in the same city and at roughly the same time; in Athens, the centre of the known world: 
Herodotus, Euripides, Xenophon, Socrates and, shortly after, Epicurus. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Italy, issued March 4, 2019 
 

The City of Matera was voted the 2019 European Capital of Culture, known as 
"the city of the Sassi", The illustration is rendered in cartoon style.  Matera is the 
second largest city in the region of Basilicata, in the south of Italy.  It was the 
first southern Italian city to be added to the list of UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites in 1993, thanks to its Sassi, which still remain the city’s most unique feature.  
The Sassi are cave dwellings dug into the gorge known as the Gravina di Matera.  
They form the old town of Matera and have been inhabited since the 8th 
millennium before the Common Era.  Matera has always been distinctly 
beautiful, but it was also abandoned for the best part of 40 years after WWII 
before the Italian government took action and turned the city into a place

where people could once again live.  Matera has also been used as a set for movies as diverse as Mel Gibson’s The 
Passion of the Christ, where it served as Jerusalem, and by Patty Jenkins as the island of Themyscira for 2917’s Wonder 
Woman. 
 

Issue of ordinary stamps belonging to the thematic 
series "the civic sense" dedicated to the Carabinieri 
Command for the Protection of Cultural Heritage, on 
the 50th anniversary of the institution 29-Apr-2019.  
Only the lower left stamp depicts an archaeological 
item.     Five of the six stamps in a sheet, reproduce 
many works recovered by the Carabinieri for the 
Protection of Cultural Heritage in 50 years of activity. 
In particular, from left to right, starting from the top: - 
"Portrait of a Gentlewoman", called "La muta", by Raffaello 
Sanzio, preserved in the National Gallery of the Marche - 
Palazzo Ducale of Urbino; - Psalter Sheet, kept in the Ara 
Coeli Provincial Archive in Rome; - "The Gardener", also 
known as "Portrait of a young peasant", by Vincent van 
Gogh, preserved in the National Gallery of Modern and 

Contemporary Art in Rome; -  

 
Italy, (joint with Vatican City and S.M.O.M.) issued Apr 29, 2019  

"Ivory Face", Roman art of the 1st century AD, preserved in the National Roman Museum - Palazzo 
Massimo in Rome; "Holy Family with a Saint" by Andrea Mantegna, kept in the Museum of Castelvecchio di Verona. 
The sixth stamp shows the Palazzetto Raguzzini, the historic headquarters of the Carabinieri Command for the 
Protection of Cultural Heritage in Piazza Sant 'Ignazio in Rome. 
 

  
Kosovo, issued September 20, 2018, stamp and souvenir sheet 
 

Dresnik  is an ancient 
settlement in the 
Klina municipality of 
Kosovo. During 
Early Middle Ages, 
Porphyrogenitus 
mentions the urban 
center of Desstinik. 
Archaeological 
discoveries from the 
Roman period were 
made there in August 
2013. Searches in the 
area started in 2012.  

Archaeologists still have not determined the exact period of construction or what its purpose was.   These archaeo-logical 
excavations, carried out by the Kosovo Archaeological Institute, have been supported by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports 
right from the outset, while project focal point was the archaeologist Masar Valla.  Diggers have so far opened up a 200 square-
metre area — which is believed to be the ground floor of a public building or an urban villa.  It is believed that the site is on the 
path of an old Roman road – Via Lissus-Naissus connecting the modern town of Lezhe in Albania and Nis in Serbia.The find by 
the Kosovo Archeological Institute is reportedly unique in Kosovo, as the floor of every room of the building is covered by 
colourful mosaics. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Macedonia, Cultural Heritage - 
The Great Mother Terracotta, 
Archaeology issued April 2, 2019 

The cult of the Great Mother Goddess is probably the oldest of all religions. The 
Pre-Indo-European earliest Neolithic sculptures of the Great Mother from Tumba 
Madžari are 8000 years old. It is the time of matriarchate in the agricultural 
settlements of the Macedonian peninsula and wider Mediterranean area, and is 
associated with the principles of fertility, birth and creation.  From the Neolithic 
period. " The great mother goddess from Tumba Madžari".  The date established 
in a C14 laboratory (Kiel, Germany), is 5500 BC. 
The newest discoveries revealed that Macedonia is the home of the first 
civilization in Europe, a culture 2000 years older than the Mesopotamian 
kingdoms and the Egyptian pyramids. A neolithic testimony of high degree of 
development of the material and spiritual culture with many significant

remnants of their living: wooden dwelling of neolithic settlements in the lakes, observatories, cave and rock art, cult 
objects, glazed pottery, tools and ritual objects from stone and bones.  
 

  
Palestine, Beaufort Castle & Pres. Arafat at castle Shaqif  (Beaufort Castle, Lebanon)  
Scott #332-3, Issued Jan 15, 2019 

 

Beaufort Castle 

(Arabic:  Qala'at al-
Shaqif ) is a Crusader 
fortress in Nabatieh 
Governorate, Southern 
Lebanon, about 1 
kilometre (0.62 mi) to 
the south-south-east of 
the village of Arnoun.  

 

There was a fortification on the site before it was captured by Fulk, King of Jerusalem, in 1139 and construction of the 
Crusader castle probably began soon after.  Saladin captured Beaufort in 1190, but 60 years later Crusaders re-took it. In 
1268 Sultan Baibars finally captured the castle for the Islamic forces.  Beaufort provides one of the few cases where a 
medieval castle proved of military value and utility also in modern warfare, as its late 20th-century history shows. The 
castle was named bel fort or beau fort (French for "beautiful fortress") by the Crusaders who occupied the castle in the 
12th century. Its Arabic name Qala'at al-Shaqif means "Castle of the High Rock" (shqif is the Aramaic word for "high 
rock"). Little is known of the site prior to its capture by Crusader forces in 1139, as no contemporary documents 
mention the site before then. However, historians assume that the castle's commanding hilltop site made it a strategic 
position that was fortified before its capture by the Crusaders. 
 

  
Slovakia & Slovenia, joint issue, Sun Dial & Astronomical Clock,  
issued March 22, 2019  

The earliest sundials known from the 
archaeological record are shadow clocks 
(1500BCE) from ancient Egyptian astronomy 
and Babylonian astronomy. Presumably, 
humans were telling time from shadow-lengths 
at an even earlier date, but this is hard to 
verify. In roughly 700 BC, the Old Testament 
describes a sundial—the "dial of Ahaz" 
mentioned in Isaiah 38:8 and 2 Kings 20:11. 
The  Roman  writer  Vitruvius  lists  dials  and 
shadow clocks known at that time in his De 
architectura. 

A canonical sundial is one that indicates the canonical hours of liturgical acts. Such sundials were used from the 7th to 
the 14th centuries by the members of religious communities. The Italian astronomer Giovanni Padovani published a 
treatise on the sundial in 1570, in which he included instructions for the manufacture and laying out of mural (vertical) 
and horizontal sundials. Giuseppe Biancani's Constructio instrumenti ad horologia solaria (c. 1620) discusses how to make a 
perfect sundial. They have been commonly used since the 16th century. 
 

The astronomical dial is a form of mechanical astrolabe, a device used in medieval astronomy. Alternatively, one may 
consider the Orloj to be a primitive planetarium, displaying the current state of the universe.  The astronomical dial has 

(con’d next pg) 
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New Digs 
Slovakia & Slovenia, joint issue, Sun Dial & Astronomical Clock 
 

a background that represents the standing Earth and sky, and surrounding it operate four main moving components: 
the zodiacal ring, an outer rotating ring, an icon representing the Sun, and an icon representing the Moon. The oldest 
astronomical clock is the Antikythera mechanism found in 1901, and identified on 17 May 1902 as containing a gear by 
archaeologist Valerios Stais, among wreckage retrieved from a wreck off the coast of the Greek island Antikythera.  
 

 
Slovenia,  Mammal Fossils, 
Antrakoterij/Anthracotherium 
magnum, issued January 4, 2019  
 

The European Anthracotherium magnum was approximately as large as a pygmy 
hippo (about 2 m long and weighing up to 250 kg), but there were several 
smaller species and the genus also occurs in Egypt, India and North America. 
Members of the genus Anthracotherium, as well as other members of the family 
Anthracotheriidae, are known colloquially as anthracotheres.  Anthracotherium 
("Coal Beast") was a genus of extinct artiodactyl ungulate mammals, 
characterized by having 44 teeth, with five semi-crescentic cusps on the crowns 
of the upper molars. The genus ranged from the early Eocene period until the 
early Miocene, having a distribution throughout Eurasia.  Material subjectively 
assigned to Anthracotherium from Pakistan suggests the last species died out soon 
after the start of the Miocene. 

    
Spain,  World Heritage, Avila Souvenir Sheet with Silver Stamp issued April 17, 2019  
Ávila is a Spanish fortified city located in the autonomous community of Castile and León, and is the capital of the 
Province of Ávila. It is sometimes called the Town of Stones and Saints, and it claims that it is one of the towns with the 
highest number of Romanesque and Gothic churches per capita in Spain. It has complete and prominent medieval 
town walls, built in the Romanesque style; writer José Martínez Ruiz, in his book El alma castellana (The Castilian Soul), 
described it as "perhaps the most 16th-century town in Spain". The town is also known as Ávila de los Caballeros, Ávila del 
Rey and Ávila de los Leales (Ávila of the Knights, Ávila of the King, Ávila of the Loyalists), each of these epithets being 
present in the town standard. Orson Welles once named Ávila as the place in which he would most desire to live, calling 
it a "strange, tragic place". Various scenes of his 1965 film Chimes at Midnight were filmed in the town.  
Ávila was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985. In pre-Roman times (5th century BC), Ávila was inhabited 
by the Vettones, who called it Obila ("High Mountain") and built one of their strongest fortresses here. There are 
Bronze Age stone statues of boars (known as verracio) nearby. 

         
Sudan; Bohein Temple, Sennar Dam, Crane, Secretary Bird, King Tarharka, Surcharged 2019 Very High Face Value 
Limited Printing, this set is offered by Herrick Stamps for a high price $57.95 
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New Digs 
Sudan; Bohein Temple, King Tarharka  (cont’d) 
Bohein Temple  -  A little known Egyptian style temple in Sudan from the period after the New Kingdom, when the 
pharaohs came from upper Egypt. 
Sennar Dam  -  The Sennar Dam is a dam impounding the Blue Nile River for irrigation at the town of Sannār in 
Sudan. Completed in 1925, it is 9,925 feet (3,025 metres) long with a maximum height of 130 feet (40 metres) and 
irrigates cotton and other crops of the plain of al-Jazirāh (Gezira).  This is a modern dam. 
King Tarharka  -  Taharqa, also spelled Taharka, was a pharaoh of the Twenty-fifth Dynasty of Egypt and qore (king) of 
the Kingdom of Kush (present day Sudan).Taharqa's reign can be dated from 690 BC to 664 BC. Evidence for the 
dates of his reign is derived from the Serapeum stele, catalog number 192. This stela records that an Apis bull born and 
installed in year 26 of Taharqa died in Year 20 of Psamtik I, having lived 21 years. This would give Taharqa a reign of 
26 years and a fraction, in 690–664 BC. 
 

       

<< Turkey, Gobekli 
Tepe Souvenir Pack 
Contains Stamps, 
Postcards & First 
Day Cover.  
Available Only in 
This Pack from 
Herrick Stamps 

The World’s First Temple, Gobeklitepe … a pre-historic site, about 15 km away from the city of Sanliurfa, Southeastern 
Turkey. What makes Gobeklitepe unique in its class is the date it was built, which is roughly twelve thousand years ago, 
circa 10,000BC. Archaeologically categorised as a site of the Pre-Pottery Neolithic A Period (c. 9600–7300BC) 
Göbeklitepe is a series of mainly circular and oval-shaped structures set on the top of a hill. Excavations began in 1995 
by Prof. Klaus Schmidt with the help of the German Archeological Institute. There is archeological proof that these 
installations were not used for domestic use, but predominantly ritual or religious purposes. Subsequently it became 
apparent that Gobeklitepe consists of not only one, but many of such Stone Age temples. Furthermore, both 
excavations and geo magnetic results revealed that there are at least 20 installations, which in archeological terms can be 
called a temple. Based on what has been unearthed so far, the pattern principle seems to be that there are two huge 
monumental pillars in the center of each installation, surrounded by enclosures and walls, featuring more pillars in those 
set-ups.  All pillars are T-shaped with heights changing from 3 to 6 meters. Archeologists interpret those T-shapes as 
stylized human beings, mainly because of the depiction of human extremities that appear on some of the pillars. What 
also appears on these mystical rock statues, are carvings of animals as well as abstract symbols, sometimes picturing a 
combination of scenes.  Foxes, snakes, wild boars, cranes, wild ducks are most common. Most of these were carved 
into the flat surfaces of these pillars. Then again, we also come across some three-dimensional sculptures, in shape of a 
predator depicting a lion, descending on the side of a T-pillar.  The unique method used for the preservation of 
Gobeklitepe has really been the key to the survival of this amazing site. Whoever built this magnificent monument, 
made sure of its survival for thousands of years, by simply backfilling the various sites and burying them deep under, by 
using an incredible amount of material and all these led to an excellent preservation.  Each T-shaped pillar varies 
between 40 to 60 tonnes, leaving us scratching our heads as to how on earth they accomplished such a monumental 
feat. In a time when even simple hand tools were hard to come by, how did they get these stone blocks there, and how 
did they erect them? With no settlement or society to speak of, with farming still a far cry away, in a world of only 
roaming hunter-gatherers, the complexity and developed blueprints of these temples represented another enigma for 
archeologists. Do we have to change our vision of how and when civilized human history began? The plot thickens… 
This site has a website - - and a movie!  All online. 

Archaeology Today  
Drought Reveals Ancient Palace in Iraqi Reservoir 
A team of Iraqi and German archaeologists excavated the rare Mittani structure before it was swallowed by water once 
more.  Last fall, as a drought gripped northern Iraq, the water in the reservoir held back by Mosul Dam receded enough 
to reveal an ancient palace dating to the Mittani Empire.  A joint German and Iraqi squad of archaeologists led a rescue 
excavation of the site, known as Kemune, before the palace was once again swallowed by the waters of the reservoir. 
Despite the short field season, they were able to learn much about the palace, partially excavating eight of 10 rooms 
found within the complex. They discovered fired bricks used as floor slabs and 10 cuneiform tablets, which are 
currently being translated. One of them indicates that Kemune may be the ancient city of Zakhiku mentioned in other 
documents, suggesting the city must have lasted at least 400 years. 
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Archaeology Today  
Drought Reveals Ancient Palace in Iraqi Reservoir    (cont’d) 
   During the 13th and 14th centuries BC, the palace would have overlooked the eastern bank of the Tigris River, with a 
monumental terrace of mud bricks shoring up the structure. The palace itself is made of massive mud-brick walls, some 
six feet thick. A standout of the excavation was finding remains of wall paintings in vibrant shades of red and blue. “In 
the second millennium BCE, murals were probably a typical feature of palaces in the Ancient Near East, but we rarely 
find them preserved,” Puljiz says in a press release. “So discovering wall paintings in Kemune is an archaeological 
sensation.” 
   The palace was actually first spotted in 2010 when parts of it emerged from the reservoir. But it wasn’t until last fall 
that enough of the structure emerged that it could be excavated. Puljiz tells Jack Guy at CNN that shortly after the dig 
concluded the palace disappeared once more under the lake. “It is unclear when it will emerge again,” she says. The 
team is hoping that the artifacts collected from the dig are enough to shed some light on the Mittani. “From the texts 
we hope to gain information on the inner structure of the Mittani Empire, its economic organization, and the 
relationship of the Mittani capital with the administrative centers in the neighboring regions," Puljiz tells Guy. Most of 
what we know about the empire comes from a handful of sites including Tell Brak in Syria and two sites called Nuzi 
and Alalakh at the edges of the empire. Getting information from the heart of the civilization could unlock previously 
unknown revelations. 
   At one point, the Mittani Empire stretched from the eastern Mediterranean in modern-day Turkey and Syria to the 
eastern region of northern Iraq. The empire was one of the great powers of the Near East, but most of what we know 
about it comes from correspondence between the kings of the Mittani with Egypt and Assyria. In a bit of trivia, the 
world’s oldest horse-training manual also comes from the Mittani; its people were known for their horsemanship and 
developed lighter, faster spoked wheels for their war chariots. 
  Ultimately, Mittani was attacked by the Hittites and, later, the Assyrians, who turned the region into a vassal state; 
from a great power, the kingdom’s absorption into Assyria would put Mittani on its path to becoming the “forgotten 
empire" of the Near East. 
By Jason Daley,  smithsonian.com,  July 1, 2019 
 

Found: An ‘Undisturbed’ Roman Ship Near Cyprus 
The vessel is still packed with amphorae, and may testify to Cyprus’ importance in ancient maritime trade routes.  
During the days of the Romans, a cargo-laden ship sunk in the waters off Cyprus. The wreck lay at the bottom of the 
sea, untouched, for centuries—until it was spotted recently by two volunteer divers. Other major discoveries of Roman 
shipwrecks have been made in recent years, but the new find is significant because, according to Lizzy Ioannidou of 
Cyprus Mail, it is the first Roman-era ship to be found near Cyprus in “good condition.” 
   Spyros Spyrou and Andreas Kritiotis, volunteer divers affiliated with the Maritime Archaeological Research 
Laboratory, located the wreck off Protaras, a resort town in eastern Cyprus. They reported their discovery to the 
island’s Department of Antiquities, which quickly set about securing the funds to examine the ship in situ.  Not many 
details have been released about the shipwreck, but the Department of Antiquities notes that it “is the first undisturbed 
Roman shipwreck ever found in Cyprus.” The vessel is still packed with amphorae—jugs that the ancients used to hold 
foodstuffs like oil and wine—that likely came from Syria and Cilicia, a region that is now southern Turkey. 
   The discovery suggests Cyprus’ importance as a link on the trade route that once spanned across the Mediterranean. 
The island’s strategic position certainly made it desirable to the powers of the ancient world, and over the course of its 
history, Cyprus came under the control of the Persians, the Hellenistic Ptolemies and, in 58 BC, the Romans. According 
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Cyprus “prospered” during the Roman period and maintained its significance in 
the region’s maritime trade network. 
   The newly unearthed vessel, alas, did not fare well on its journey at sea. But according to the Department of 
Antiquities, archaeological investigations into the wreckage are “expected to shed new light on the breadth and the scale 
of seaborne trade between Cyprus and the rest of the Roman provinces of the eastern Mediterranean.” Work is already 
underway to document and protect the site. 
   More than a decade ago, researchers began combing through another significant shipwreck found near Cyprus, this 
one dating to the late Classical Period, before the Romans came to the island. Known as the Mazotos Shipwreck, this 
vessel also still held its amphorae, one of which was stuffed with olive pits—“possibly for consumption by the crew,” 
according to the Maritime Archaeological Research Laboratory. Similarly fascinating details may soon emerge about the 
Roman ship, as archaeologists continue to explore the site where it met its ill-fated end. 
By Brigit Katz,  smithsonian.com,  July 1, 2019  
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Archaeology Today 
Ancient DNA Reveals Complex Story of Human Migration Between Siberia and North America 
Two studies greatly increase the amount of information we have about the peoples who first populated North 
America—from the Arctic to the Southwest U.S. 
   There is plenty of evidence to suggest that humans migrated to the North American continent via Beringia, a land 
mass that once bridged the sea between what is now Siberia and Alaska. But exactly who crossed, or recrossed, and who 
survived as ancestors of today’s Native Americans has been a matter of long debate.  Two new DNA studies sourced 
from rare fossils on both sides of the Bering Strait help write new chapters in the stories of these prehistoric peoples. 
The first study delves into the genetics of North American peoples, the Paleo-Eskimos (some of the earliest people to 
populate the Arctic) and their descendants. “The research focuses on the populations living in the past and today in 
northern North America, and it shows interesting links between Na-Dene speakers with both the first peoples to 
migrate into the Americas and Paleo-Eskimo peoples,” Anne Stone, an anthropological geneticist at Arizona State 
University who assessed both studies for Nature, says via email. 
   Beringia formed by about 34,000 years ago, and the first mammoth-hunting humans crossed it more than 15,000 
years ago; perhaps far earlier. A later, major migration 5,000 years ago by people known as Paleo-Eskimos spread out 
across many regions of the American Arctic and Greenland. But whether they are direct ancestors of today’s Eskimo-
Aleut and Na-Dene speaking peoples, or if they were displaced by a later migration of the Neo-Eskimos, or Thule 
people, about 800 years ago, has remained something of a mystery. 
   An international team studied the remains of 48 ancient humans from the region, as well as 93 living Alaskan Iñupiat 
and West Siberian peoples. Their work not only added to the relatively small number of ancient genomes from the 
region, but it also attempted to fit all the data together into a single population model.  The findings reveal that both 
ancient and modern peoples in the American Arctic and Siberia inherited many of their genes from Paleo-Eskimos. 
Descendants of this ancient population include the Yup’ik, Inuit, Aleuts and Na-Dene language speakers from Alaska 
and Northern Canada all the way to the Southwest United States. The findings stand in contrast to other genetic studies 
that had suggested the Paleo-Eskimos were an isolated people who vanished after some 4,000 years.  "For the last seven 
years, there has been a debate about whether Paleo-Eskimos contributed genetically to people living in North America 
today; our study resolves this debate and furthermore supports the theory that Paleo-Eskimos spread Na-Dene 
languages," co-author David Reich of Harvard Medical School and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute says in a press 
release. 
   The second study focused on Asian lineages, Stone notes. “The study is exciting because it gives us insight into the 
population dynamics, over 30-plus thousand years, that have occurred in northeastern Siberia. And these insights, of 
course, also provide information about the people who migrated to the Americas.”  Researchers retrieved genetic 
samples for 34 individuals’ remains in Siberia, dating from 600 to 31,600 years old. The latter are the oldest human 
remains known in the region, and they revealed a previously unknown group of Siberians. The DNA of one Siberian 
individual, about 10,000 years old, shows more genetic resemblance to Native Americans than any other remains found 
outside of the Americas.  Fifteen years ago scientists unearthed a 31,000-year-old site along Russia’s Yana River, well 
north of the Arctic Circle, with ancient animal bones, ivory and stone tools. But two tiny, children’s milk teeth are the 
only human remains recovered from the Ice Age site—and they yielded the only human genome yet known from 
people who lived in northeastern Siberia during the period before the Last Glacial Maximum. They represent a 
previously unrecognized population that the study’s international team of authors have dubbed “Ancient North 
Siberians.” 
   The authors suggest that during the Last Glacial Maximum (26,500 to 19,000 years ago) some of these 500 or so 
Siberians sought more habitable climes in southern Beringia. The migration illustrates the ways that shifting climate 
impacted ancient population dynamics. “I do think that the refugia during the Last Glacial Maximum were important,” 
Stone says. “As populations moved to refugia, likely following the animals they hunted and to take advantage of the 
plants they gathered as those distributions shifted south, this resulted in population interactions and changes. These 
populations then expanded out of the refugia as the climate warmed and these climate dynamics likely affected 
population around the world.”  In this case, the Ancient North Siberians arrived in Beringia and likely mixed with 
migrating peoples from East Asia. Their population eventually gave rise to both the First Peoples of North America 
and other lineages that dispersed through Siberia. 
   David Meltzer, an anthropologist at Southern Methodist University and coauthor of the new study, says when the 
Yana River site was discovered, the artifacts were said to look like the distinctive stone tools (specifically projectile 
“points”) of the Clovis culture, an early Native American population that lived in present-day New Mexico about 
13,000 years ago. But the observation was greeted with skepticism because Yana was separated from America’s Clovis 
sites by 18,000 years, many hundreds of miles, and even the glaciers of the last Ice Age.  It seemed more likely that 
different populations simply made similar stone points in different places and times. “The odd thing is, now as it turns  
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Archaeology Today  
Ancient DNA Reveals Complex Story of Human Migration Between Siberia and North America   (cont’d) 
out, they were related,” Meltzer says. “It doesn’t change the fact that there’s no direct historical descent in terms of the 
artifacts, but it does tell us that there was this population floating around in far northern Russia 31,000 years ago whose 
descendants contributed a bit of DNA to Native Americans.” 
   The finding isn’t particularly surprising given that at least some Native American ancestors have long been thought to 
hail from the Siberian region. But details that seemed unknowable are now coming to light after thousands of years. For 
example, the Ancient North Siberian peoples also appear to be ancestral to the Mal’ta individual (dated to 24,000 years 
ago) from the Lake Baikal region of southern Russia, a population that showed a slice of European roots—and from 
whom Native Americans, in turn, derived some 40 percent of their ancestry.  “It’s making its way to Native 
Americans,” Meltzer says of the ancient Yana genome, “but it’s doing so through various other populations that come 
and go on the Siberian landscape over the course of the Ice Age. Every genome that we get right now is telling us a lot 
of things that we didn’t know because ancient genomes in America and in Siberia from the Ice Age are rare.”  A more 
modern genome from 10,000-year-old remains found near Siberia’s Kolyma River evidences a DNA mix of East Asian 
and Ancient North Siberian lineages similar to that seen in Native American populations—a much closer match than 
any others found outside of North America. This finding, and others from both studies, serve as reminders that the tale 
of human admixture and migration in the Arctic wasn’t a one-way street. 
“There’s absolutely nothing about the Bering land bridge that says you can’t go both ways,” Meltzer says. “It was open, 
relatively flat, no glaciers—it wasn’t like you wander through and the door closes behind you and you’re trapped in 
America. So there’s no reason to doubt that the Bering land bridge was trafficking humans in both directions during the 
Pleistocene. The idea of going back to Asia is a big deal for us, but they had no clue. They didn’t think they were going 
between continents. They were just moving around a large land mass.” 
By Brian Handwerk,  smithsonian.com,  June 5, 2019 

 
Racing against time: salvage survey in the Göksu river valley 
The Byzantine monastery at Alahan was constructed in the 5th century AD. While long-known sites such as this 
pointed to the archaeological wealth of the Göksu river valley, the true range of monuments present has only become 
apparent thanks to recent survey work. 
 

 
Image: Nazlı Evrim Şerifoğlu 

The decision to install a hydroelectric dam in the Göksu valley sparked a project to record its 
past, before the archaeology was submerged beneath rising water. Naoíse Mac Sweeney, 

Tevfik Emre Şerifoǧlu, Anna Collar, and Stuart Eve reveal the remarkable story of a region 
shaped by successive empires. What is our heritage worth? Should we preserve the 
archaeological record at the expense of future economic prospects? And is there any way to 
balance the conflicting demands of development and conservation? Questions such as these 
have been at the forefront of our minds over the last few years, thanks to our work on the 
Lower Göksu Archaeological Salvage Survey Project (LGASSP). 
   In 2012, when the Turkish government unveiled plans for a new hydroelectric dam in the 
Göksu river valley, like many others we celebrated the economic and development 
opportunities that the dam would bring. Yet we also feared for the valley’s unique 
archaeological landscape, much of which would be submerged by the flood lake created by

flood lake created by the dam. Cutting through the jagged spine of the Taurus Mountains in the region known in 
antiquity as Rough Cilicia, the Göksu river valley has played an important historical role for two distinct reasons. First, it 
served as a crucial channel of communication linking the central Anatolian plateau and the Mediterranean Sea: a 
highway along which people, goods, and ideas travelled through the ages. Second, as a fertile river basin and the main 
concentration of easily cultivatable agricultural land in this mountainous and difficult landscape, it also acted as the 
breadbasket of the immediate region. The valley’s importance is reflected in the richness of its archaeological record, 
from the spectacular ruins of the Byzantine monastery of Alahan to the neo-Hittite rock relief at Keben. With this in 
mind, we established the LGASSP project in 2013 with the aim of documenting archaeological heritage in the flood 
zone, preserving for posterity a record of what would be lost. Yet what we discovered was both dramatic and 
unexpected, radically changing the way we thought about ancient Anatolia. 
   The Göksu river (ancient Calycadnus) snakes its way inland from the modern city of Silifke on the Mediterranean 
coast (ancient Seleucia and Calycadnum), past Mut (ancient Claudiopolis), and up onto the plateau near Karaman 
(ancient Laranda). Travelling along the valley today, you pass through agricultural villages that are strung along the river 
route like pearls – clusters of traditional Ottoman wood-and-stone dwellings mixed in with concrete buildings housing 
schools, teashops, and kiosks; and shady fig trees and bowers hung with vines. 

(cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeology Today  
Racing against time: salvage survey in the Göksu river valley   (cont’d) 
   In prehistory, the settlement pattern was less like a string of pearls and more like a tale of two cities. For roughly two 
millennia, settlement was concentrated on the richest agricultural land in the lower reaches of the valley – in two large 
fertile basins formed at the point where tributary rivers join the main Göksu stream. The more northerly of these lies at 
the juncture of the Göksu and the Ermenek, close to the modern town of Mut; while the southern basin is located 
where the Kurtsuyu flows into the Göksu, near the modern village of Kışla. At the centre of each plain are a pair of 
twin settlement mounds or höyüks, located either side of the river and controlling the crossing. In the northern basin, 
the two mounds are Attepe (west bank of the river) and Görmüttepe (east bank); while in the southern, they are 
Kilisetepe (east bank) and Çingentepe (west bank).  The pattern of these twinned settlements was puzzling, and we 
found it difficult to understand what the relationship between the pair may have been. Were they separate communities, 
facing off against each other across the river, both opposite and opposed? Or were they twin towns, operating 
independently but collaborating across the waters to suit their mutual interest? Alternatively, was each pair in effect a 
single community – spatially split in two but from a social and organisational perspective part of the same larger whole?  
Whatever lies behind this strange doubling, it went on for a long time. Settlement mounds such as these were built up 
over many centuries of occupation, with each new generation rebuilding their homes on top of the remains of the 
earlier structures. As the main construction material in prehistoric Anatolia was mud brick, this meant that when older 
buildings collapsed or were demolished, their bricks were compacted and packed down, raising the level of the ground 
in the process. As time went on, the height of the settlement would have increased, with every new age adding to the 
growing archaeological layer cake. Settlement mounds that have been built up in this way are known as höyüks in 
Turkish, and tells in Arabic. 
   The höyüks in the Göksu river valley were extremely long-lived, with many occupied almost continuously from the 
Early Bronze Age (c.3100-2100 BC) until the Early Iron Age (c.1200-800 BC). Until now, it was assumed that the 
appearance of these mounds marked the first permanent habitations in this region, and that occupation therefore began 
in the Early Bronze Age. At the time, the valley formed a crucial part of the great caravan route that linked the Near 
East to continental Europe, allowing for the circulation of ceramics, high-status goods, and, perhaps most importantly, 
metals. However, the LGASSP team were surprised to find traces of even earlier settlement at some of these long-lived 
höyük sites. Along with obsidian objects, which indicate the integration of these sites into long-distance trade networks, 
Chalcolithic ceramics were found in quantities suggesting permanent occupation at the two largest sites in the valley – 
Attepe and Kilisetepe. We now think that these two, longer-lived settlements may have dominated their twins on the 
opposite banks of the river. Not only are both sites older than their twins, but they also seem to have been larger at key 
periods during the Bronze Age, with occupation spilling out from the central mound to spread across the plain. 
This is an extract from an article featured in issue 95 of Current World Archaeology.   
 

Pompeii Fixed Potholes with Molten Iron 
A new study suggests the Romans knew how to melt iron and used it to fill in wheel ruts and cavities on their stone 
streets 
The Roman Empire was famous for its system of road-building. But as anyone who’s bumped over a pothole knows, 
with roads comes the need for constant repair, rebuilding, and the associated headaches. A new paper suggests that the 
people of Pompeii had a unique quick-fix for filling in wheel ruts and holes on their stone streets: they filled them with 
molten iron.  According to the paper in the American Journal of Archaeology, archaeologists conducted a survey of 
Pompeii’s streets in July, 2014, finding 434 spots of iron on the paving stones, suggesting that liquified iron was used in 
road repair.  Pompeii, in particular, had some pretty serious road problems. That’s because most of the streets in the 
bustling seaside city were paved with silex, a type of cooled lava stone that wore away relatively quickly, leaving ruts 
from wagon wheels. The narrow streets of the city were also used to deal with sewage, which didn’t help matters, 
causing pits and cavities to form in the stone. 
  But the disruption of full-on road repair or replacement probably wasn’t acceptable to the Pompeiians. “One option 
for repair, complete repaving in stone, was a difficult and expensive endeavor that might block important through-
routes in a city for months,” the authors suggest.  Because of that, the team believes, the Romans came up with a novel 
solution: dripping molten iron into the ruts and pits. In some cases, it appears they added stone or ground up ceramics 
to the iron as well. But the iron is only found on main thoroughfares where roadwork would have been a major hassle. 
On smaller side streets, it appears crews replaced the stones over time.  One question is whether iron was plentiful and 
cheap enough to be used in such repairs. The researchers believe the answer is yes. By the late 1st century AD, Rome 
was already producing 550 tons of iron annually from deposits in recently conquered Britain, from an area in the 
southeast of the island called the Weald. Large amounts of iron were being mined in other areas as well. And the paper 
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Pompeii Fixed Potholes with Molten Iron    (cont’d) 
suggests that traders may have been using iron slag as ballast in their ships. When they reached a port, they could sell 
the slag, which still contained a large percentage of iron.  Roman furnaces appear to be capable of reaching the high 
temperatures needed to liquify iron. “How the Romans introduced liquefied iron material into the streets at Pompeii 
remains a mystery,” the authors write.  But lead author Eric Poehler of the University of Massachusetts Amherst writes 
that stray iron drops found on the street suggest that the molten metal was carried from a furnace to the repair site. The 
team suspects that municipal slaves or slaves employed by local magistrates were tasked with carrying the hot metal to 
the work sites and pouring the metal patches.  Going forward, the team plans to analyze the iron to figure out where it 
came from and examine roads in other areas where similar techniques may have been used. 
By Jason Daley,  smithsonian.com,  May 17, 2019 
 

 

New Digs Update 

       
Above:   Jordan Scott #2377, from OWA Apr 2019;  Lithuania, Scott #1144 , OWA Apr 2019;  Syria, International Day of 
Tourism 2018, Scott #1772  from OWA Apr 2019;  Syria, Princess of Ugarit 1300BC, Scott #1765-70  from OWA Apr 2019. 

 

 
Turkey, UNESCO World Heritage Sites, Scott #3621, from 
OWA Oct 2018  
 

  
Slovakia Scott #813ab and Slovenia Scott #1326ab  
March 22, 2019 

 

Have you visited out website recently?   A membership 
application is available for printing, so is a flyer 
advertising our club.  They print easily for those of you 
attending stamp shows around the country to leave at the 
literature table.  We are still trying to update our old 
website, once that is done we hope to have a volunteer to 
keep it up to date. 
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