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The UNESCO Sites of Syria 
by Caroline  Scannell 
 
Syria has been home to a succession of ancient civilizations reaching back thousands of years.  Agriculture was practiced 
there 12,000 years ago by the mesolithic Natufian culture and archaeological discoveries indicate that the port or Ugarit 
(Ras ash-Shamra on today’s map) was flourishing in 6000BC.  Archaeological finds date back to the Neolithic period, 
and the city was first documented in the early 2nd millennium BC.   
 

 
Scott #1326, issued  
Dec 19, 1994 
 

Conquered by  Alexander  in 333BC,  Syria became subject to the  
dynastic rule of the descendants of Alexander’s general  Seleucus.   
In 64BC Rome annexed Syria as a province after the capital moved  
to Constantinople.   Syria  prospered under Rome, connecting the  
rest of the empire to key trade routes.   
 
Palmyra changed hands on a number of occasions between different 
empires before becoming a subject of the Roman Empire in the 
1st century AD. 
 
 

 
Hercules and the Lion, 
ornamentation from the era 
of Alexander the Great, 
Scott #338, Nov 15, 1947  

 

 
Tourism issue, Scott #1746ab, Sept 27,2015 

 

An oasis in the Syrian Desert, northeast of 
Damascus, Palmyra contains the monumental 
ruins of a great city that was one of the most 
important cultural centers of the ancient world. 
From the 1st to the 2nd century, the art and 
architecture of Palmyra, standing at the  
crossroads of several civilizations, married  
Greek and Roman techniques with local  
traditions and Persian influences. 
 

 
Seated Woman, Palmyra,  
C446, Oct 10, 1969 

According to tradition, Palmyra was founded by Solomon, king of ancient 
Israel as the easternmost city of Solomon's empire.  It’s prominence owed to 
its strategic location on ancient trade routes between Egypt and the Persian 
Gulf.  The earliest surviving inscription from Palmyra dates from 32BC. 
Palmyra was a prosperous caravan station in the 1st century BC. It became a 
Roman outpost and a major city-state within the Roman Empire in the 1st 
Century AD.  
  

Palmyra Ruins, Scott #1124, Feb 25, 1988.   
 (cont’d pg 3) 
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From the Editor:   
A lot has happened since the last issue.  First and foremost -- 
I have finally retired!  This is something I have been planning 
for several years.  I was finally able to achieve it by paying off 
mortgages and loans so I could pare my living expenses 
down to the level of Social Security.  In fact, I have pared 
down my expenses so nicely that with the SS I will receive, I 
should be able to ‘bank’ a few hundred dollars per month!   
 

Many years ago, when I went “in” on a purchase of Lottery 
Tickets for a multi-million-dollar prize, I was asked what I 
would do with an extra $35,000 per year income; “I would 
have SOME Stamp Collection!”   
 

Well, it looked good on paper in 1987, then the market 
crashed, and I was probably the only person in the United 
States who made money since I had to sell 80% of my stock 
market portfolio to put down $10,000 at contract.   
 

To celebrate my survival of the mortgage I will be attending 
the joint APS/ATA show in Columbus, Ohio in August, 
arriving from Cleveland, Ohio where I will be visiting some 
cousins I have not seen for a decade or more.  No so my 
philatelic friends who visited me in New York City just a 
couple of years ago. 
 

To our desperate cry for help, we received only one reply.  
We are falling short of members! We lose about 10 annually 
but I make it up gaining 10-12 at stamp shows. There used 
to be 4 Metropolitan Stamp Shows every year in NYC, now 
there are none.  Also 2018 there are NO stamp shows in 
NYC!  What used to be the MEGA Show in October, will be 
held in New Jersey, a 3 hour trip for me necessitating 
consideration of a hotel booking.  Three hours that is IF the 
trains are running.  Just look up Long Island Railroad and 
check out their “on time performance” for 2017 and 2018.  
Oh, cancelled trains do not count as ‘late’.  Living across the 
Sound from Bridgeport, Connecticut on the Port Jefferson 
Branch there are trains every 59 minutes during Rush Hour!  
NOT every hour, which was pointed out to me by a former 
President of the LIRR some years ago, (Ray Kenny).  I found 
myself being labeled “unreliable” when it came to being able 
to count on a schedule for myself to turn up anywhere. 
 

It has been many years since we, as a group, had gotten 
together to meet.  That was in 2006 at the stamp show in 
Washington DC.  We voted to raise dues to keep the club 
going.  Enclosed is a ballot for the membership to vote on 
several changes to be made, dues, definition of “old world” 
among other items.  We are also desparately in need of 
officers; we need a President, Vice President; we are 
supposed to have one but presently have only a Board of 
Directors with 3 members, and a secretary would be nice. 
 

It’s 9:00am on a Saturday, don’t I have to be somewhere? 
 

Caroline 



 

The UNESCO Sites of Syria 
by Caroline  Scannell     (Cont’d. from pg 1) 
 

 
Baal-Shamin Temple, 
Scott C429, Jan 20, 1969   

 

The main structures of the ancient city included the temple of Bel dating from the 
1st century BC and the temple of Baal Shamin from the 1st century AD.  
 
Palmyra enjoyed autonomy as the Roman Province of Syria during the first two 
centuries AD.  Palmyra became a Roman Colonia during the third century, which 
lead to the incorporation of Roman governing institutions, before becoming a 
monarchy in 260.  Following Palmyra’s destruction in AD273, the city became a 
minor center under the Byzantines and later empires. 

 

                
Gate of Kasr el Heir,        Astarte & Tyche, BasRelief      Palmyra Ruins                      Queen Zenobia Scott #C279-8 Dec 28, 1962 

Palmyra, Scott #C216,      Scott #C367, July 26, 1966     Scott #350, June 20, 1949 
Sept. 1,1956         
 

Queen Zenobia  was  the wife  of  the  ruler of the  Roman  protectorate  of  Palmyra,  she  assumed  leadership  of  the 
state after her husband’s murder.  A warrior queen, Zenobia’s army conquered Syria before she invaded Egypt and 
proclaimed her son Emperor.  Her son’s age at the time meant she herself would rule.  Rome quickly recaptured 
Palmyra and carted off Zenobia in chains to Rome.   
 

   
Syria, Palmyra Archway, Scott #C257-8,  
issued 1962. 

 
 
 
The Palmyra archway, which originally consisted of some 1,500 
Corinthian columns, was destroyed 2017.  The main street of the 
ancient city was the old caravan road.  In Roman times it was 
transformed into a long and beautiful avenue adorned with 
colonnades and monumental arches.   

 

    
Roman Arch & Columns                Greco-Roman ruins in Palmyra. C164-6, April 22, 1952.  
Palmyra Scott #1029, Dec. 3, 1984 

 (cont’d pg 4) 

 

 
Page  # 3                                                                                                  The Old World Archaeologist  July  2018 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria_%28Roman_province%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonia_%28Roman%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire


 
 

The UNESCO Sites of Syria 
by Caroline  Scannell       (Cont’d. from pg 3) 
 
The waning strength of the Byzantine Empire made it possible for foreign incursions by the 
Persians, the area changed hands decisively after the Arab invasion of 640AD.  In this article we 
will examine some of the archaeological sites of major cities.   
 
Palmyra was conquered by Muslim Arabs in 634 and made an Arab fortress.  In 1089 it was 
destroyed by an earthquake.  Plundering hastened its decay, and it sank rapidly to the ruins  
that remain to this day.   
 

 
Amphitheater, Palmyra    
C431, Jan 20, 1969 

 

 
Palmyra, Scott #185, issued 1925 
 

Palmyra was occupied by ISIS twice, from May 2015 to March 2016, and again 
from December 2016 to March 2017.  During the first occupation ISIS bombed 
the Temples of Bel and Baal-Shamin, and nearby ancient and medieval tombs.  
In October 2015 ISIS destroyed the city’s Monumental Arch.  During ISIS’s 
second occupation of the city, the group destroyed the remains of the ancient 
Roman Tetraplion and part of a nearby Roman theater.  

Aleppo turns up in archaeological records as an important city from the third millennium BC, much earlier than Damascus.  
Located at the crossroads of several trade routes, Aleppo became a center for trade between Europe and lands farther east.  
The city was settled by the Hittites before 1000BC and was ruled successively by the Hittites, Assyrians, Arabs, Mongols, 
Mamelukes and Ottomans.   
 
Aleppo was important to the Hittites for being the center of worship of the Storm-God.  The city’s religious importance 
continued after the collapse of the Hittite empire in the 12th century BC, when Aleppo became part of the Middle Assyrian 
Empire. 

 

   
Citadel, Scott #216, 1929-30  Citadel, Scott #225, 1929-30            The Great Ummayad Mosque,  
                                                                                                       Scott #218, 1929. 
 

The 13th-century citadel, 
12th-century Great 
Mosque and various 
madrasas, palaces, 
caravanserais & hammams 
all form part of the city's 
cohesive, unique urban 
fabric.  

The Qalb Lozah Church in Aleppo dates from the Byzantine era and has over time 
served both Muslim and Christian communities.  
 
Aleppo, Syria, has been the site of major fighting.  Its Old City is also a 
UNESCO World Heritage site of incalculable cultural value.  The impressive 
Citadel of Aleppo overlooks the city; the vast souk, one of the largest covered 
markets in the world; and the 12th-century Great Umayyad Mosque are 
especially important culturally and each sustained heavy damage.  It was urgent 
these sites be recorded before they suffer further destruction.  
 

 

 
        Qalb Lozah Church, Scott #426,  
        May 28,1962 

 

An international group, Iconem worked with the Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums of Syria in 2017 to 
document these important sites. Using drones, they scanned thousands of square meters, using the data to reconstruct a 

3D model of the  Old City;  individual  3D  models  of  the  Citadel, the souk,  and the Great Umayyad Mosque; and an 

 
(cont’d pg 5) 
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The UNESCO Sites of Syria 
by Caroline  Scannell             (Cont’d. from pg 4) 
 

orthophoto map of the city center. These document the current state of damage and are crucial to architectural 
evaluation and reconstruction projects. 
 

     
Mosaics from the Ummayad              Umayad Mosque and the Minaret  
Mosque, Scott #339, Nov 15, 1947.   of Jesus, Scott #C81, 1937. 
 

The Ancient City of Damascus is one of the 
oldest continuously inhabited cities in the 
world.  Founded in the 3rd millennium BC, 
Damascus contains numerous archaeological 
sites, including some historical churches and 
mosques.  
In the second millennium BC Damascus was, 
was located in the middle of a conflict zone 
between the Hittites and Egyptians, until the 
emergence of the Sea Peoples in 1200BC.   

 

According to 15th-century BC Egyptian inscriptions, Damascus was the capital of a city-state, was subjugated by David, 
king of Judah & Israel, and later warred with Israel.  The Semitic Arameans established the independent state of Aram-
Damascus around the 11th century–733BC.  In 732BC it was conquered by the Assyrians, and in 333-332BC it fell to 
Alexander the Great.  After the death of Alexander in 323BC, Damascus became part of the Seleucid Kingdom.   
 

Many conquerors have left their mark, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine and Islamic.  In 1979 the historical city center, 
surrounded by Roman era walls, was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 

         
Mosque of Damascus,   Omayyad Mosque      The Ummayad Mosque, 
Scott #177, issued 1925.  Scott #C430, Jan 20,1969  Scott #C189, Mar 26,1955 
 

 
 

Christianity was introduced into Damascus 
during the 1st century AD,and in 635 it was 
taken by the Muslims.  In 762 the city was the 
residence of the caliphs and was appropriately 
fortified.   
 
The Umayyad state established in 661 was the 
second Muslim caliphate in history, and the 
first to be established on Dynastic principles. 

A reminder of the Christian era in Damascus is the Minaret of Jesus within the complex of the Umayad Mosque.   
In 1076 Damascus was seized by the Seljuk Turks, and in 1154 it fell to the Egyptians.  
 

Damascus was the center of a flourishing craft industry, specializing in swords and lace. The city has more than 125 
monuments from different periods of its history.  One of the most spectacular is the 8th-century Great Mosque of the 
Umayyads, built on the site of an Assyrian sanctuary. 

 

The Ancient City of Bosra was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
1980 and added to UNESCO’s list of World Heritage Sites in Danger in 2013.  
Bosra was once the capital of the Roman province of Arabia under Emperor 
Trajan, was an  important stop over on the  ancient caravan route to Mecca.   A 2nd 
century Roman theater, early Christian ruins and several mosques are found within 
its walls. 
 

 
Syria Amphitheater of Bosra, 
#221, issued 1929. 

Bosra is an ancient city mentioned in the lists of Tuthmosis III and Akhenaten in the fourteenth century 
BC.  Established as the first Nabatean city in the 2nd  century BC, it bore the name Buhora, but during the Hellenistic 
period, it was known by the name of Bustra.  

(cont’d pg 6) 
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The UNESCO Sites of Syria 
by Caroline  Scannell             (Cont’d. from pg 5) 
 

Today, Bosra is a major archaeological site, containing ruins from Roman, Byzantine, and Muslim times, its main feature 
being the well preserved Roman theatre.  
 

     
Bosra Gate, Mosque & Amphitheater Scott 1663abc  Sept 27, 2009 

 
 

<<  Sites in Bosra  
Bab Al-Hawa,  
Mabrak Al-Naqa 
Mosque,  
Roman Amphitheater. 

     
Syria  #992, 1983         Syria Scott #C420, issued 1968 
Commemorating the 10th Anniversary of the UNESCO- 
World Heritage Program. Ruins of Bosra.  
 

This site of immense cultural importance was bombed 
by regime helicopters in 2015, causing severe damage to 
the ancient citadel. 
 
The ancient city of Bosra has also seen destruction.  The 
2nd century Roman theatre was attacked on December 
22, 2015 during fighting.  “The destructions sustained by 
Bosra represents a further escalation in the horror of war 
and must be stopped at once to allow to preserve the 
irreplaceable heritage of Bosra,” said Irina 
Bokova, director general of Unesco.  

 

Club News 
Several people have asked me if they can use Paypal or a charge card to pay their dues.  The American Topical 
Association allows study units to utilize their facilities in these cases.  I contacted Vera Felts and this is the procedure 
she outlined: 
From: American Topical Association Inc <americantopical@msn.com... 
Caroline, here's how it works:  we are glad to accept payments through PayPal or by credit cards on behalf of any of our study 
units.  It costs us about 5% to process the electronic payment, so quarterly I write checks to each unit for whom we've received 
money (dues, donations, whatever).  Let's say we receive $20 from a member on your behalf now.  I will be writing a check to your 
unit at the end of June (end of this quarter) for $19.  ATA doesn't make a single penny on this service--it's a convenience to the 
units.   If you ever need me to process any credit cards for your unit, we would need to know the following info: 
-Card number (usually 16 digits) 
-Expiration date (MM/YY) 
-Security code (usually 3 digits, sometimes 4) 
-Their postal code (5-digit US, 6-digit Canada, varies in other countries) 
We can process Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express. 
We send you 95% of the amount processed at the end of the quarter, just as we do for PayPal. 
Whenever we receive a payment for you, we acknowledge it with the person who paid, and CC you, so you will know the payment 
has been made. 
Vera  Felts , Executive Director 
American Topical Association 
PO Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-0008  USA 
618-985-5100     americantopical@msn.com 

This may give out Canadian members some peace of mind, though we would appreciate if they would add the 5% to 
their remittance. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/12068392/Syrian-regime-bombs-UNESCO-world-heritage-site.html
http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1416/
http://webmail.earthlink.net/wam/MsgReply?msgid=49008&action=reply&style=html&title=Reply&x=1821221484
mailto:americantopical@msn.com
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The Incans and their Peruvian Philatelic Heritage 
By Christian Kolker 
 

In the hearts and minds of ancient Peruvians, a mythical tale foretells a grand empire.  After a devastating flood 
destroyed the earth, four brothers emerged on the Pacaritambo mountain:  
Ayar Manco, Ayar Cachi, Ayar Uchu, and Ayar Auca.   
 

         
 

From the four, Ayar Cachi possessed the most power with his enchanted slingshot. Brewing with jealousy, the other 
three trapped Ayar Cachi in a cave, but Cachi managed to escape by yelling so loud that he split the mountains and 
shook the skies. Meanwhile, the other brothers continued on a path and due to unfortunate events, Ayar Auca and Ayar 
Uchu turned into stone. Once arriving to the land of Cuzco, Ayar Manco sunk his golden stick in the ground, thus 
founding an immense empire.   

 
Peru, Legend of the Ayar Brothers; Incan  
Creation Myth, Scott #1505, Feb 24, 2006 

 

This empire became the mighty Incan empire. In 1200 AD a pastoral 
tribe in the midst of Peru settled in the Cuzco valley. Under the 
leadership of Manco Capac, they established a capital at the rift of the 
golden stick and built a small city-state named the Kingdom of Cusco. 
The kingdom would provide a central location of housing for the tribe 
members. Ultimately, this would mark the beginning of the Incan 
dynasty. 
 

Over the next 200 years, the Incans would extend their reach. This 
initiated when Manco Capac  took the role as the 4th emperor.   During 
his reign, he expanded the kingdom throughout the Andes area.  The 
Incans started attacking and looting small villages neighboring around 
them.   

 
The next emperor, Capac Yupanqui, extended the kingdom beyond 
the Cuzco valley. However, it was not until Viracocha, the 8th emperor, 
who took expanding an extra step. Under his rule, he established a 
permanent garrison among the areas that Viracocha conquered. Most 
notably, in his greatest achievement, he defeated the Ayarmaca 
kingdom located to the south. Viracocha’s victory allowed him to gain 
the Urubamba valley.  
 

In 1438, an opposing force called the Chankas attacked Cuzco. While 
Viracocha retreated to a military outpost, his son, Cusi Inca Yupanqui, 
successfully defended the kingdom. Walls built within Cuzco played a 
key role in the defense of the city. Due to his success, Inca Yupanqui 
would take the title as emperor, renaming himself  Pachacuti, meaning 

    
Manco Copac, #144,  Manco Capac Monument 
1896                           Scott #C122, issued 1960 
 
 

(cont’d pg 8) 
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The Incans and their Peruvian Philatelic Heritage 
By Christian Kolker        (cont’d from pg 7) 
 

“earth-shaker”. He became incomparable to all other Incan leaders and attained many exceptional accomplishments.  
 

Such accomplishments would be following the past emperor’s actions, expanding the Incan power. Pachacuti exhibits 
this by the launch of a far-reaching expansion. The Incans expanded towards the south looking for treasures and 
resources used for producing goods. Once finished, they started expanding in all directions. In their wake, the Incans 
would leave an empire stretching across the Andes. While on the expedition, the Lupaka, Colla, and Wanka civilizations 
would fall to Pachacuti. Once conquered, Cuzco absorbed the fallen kingdoms. In the end, the expansion would 
equivalate to the same land mass as the Thirteen Colonies, constituting half of the Andes. To maintain stability, a tax 
and administrative system was instigated across the nation.  
 

 
Inca  Scott #644,  
issued 1978 
 

A tradition in Incan culture states that the Incan leader’s son leads the army. Pachacuti’s 
son, Tupac Inca, launched a conquest to the north in 1463. In this conquest, he would 
conquer the Titicaca basin, the Chimu kingdom, the area of present-day Colombia, and the 
land north to modern Quito, Ecuador. This forced the Quechua and the Cajamarca 
kingdoms into Incan subjugation. Upon his father’s death in 1471, Tupac claimed and 
extended his power to central Chile.   
 

Huayna Capac continued to grow the kingdom as the successor of his father, Tupac Inca. 
Huayna pushed the northern boundary of the empire to the Ancasmayo river. At length, 
the Incan empire would amass to the entire eastern part of South America, stretching from 
the edge of Columbia to the bottom of Chile.  

To travel through the massive empire, the Incans constructed the most expansive road system during the pre-
Colombian age in the New World, spanning over 39,900 kilometers. Along with roads, they also built rope bridges 
consisting of grass and straw to access narrow valleys. Today, the only surviving rope bridge is one called Q’eswachaca, 
providing a walkway over the Apurimac canyon. These roads and bridges offered major help in assisting the Incans 
with traveling and transportation.  
 

During the reign of Pachacuti, not only did he expand the kingdom, but he transformed it into an empire, the 
Tawantinsuyu. This federalist system consisted of a central government. The Incans constituted the four provincial 
governments, each with a sector of the mighty empire. These four regions were the Chinchasuyu, Antisuyu, Kuntisuyu, 
and the Qullasuyu. Their four corners met at the center, Cuzco.  
 
Weaved inside the Incan culture, a polytheistic 
religion crystalized since the beginning of Cuzco. 
Viracocha is credited as the creator of the 
universe while Inti, the sun god, is believed to 
have crafted humanity on an island in the middle 
of Lake Titicaca. The Incans adored Inti and 
Viracocha, depicting them in many ways through 
art. 
 

Like the Incans political power, art permeated 
their conquered subjects’ culture. The earlier 
Chimu civilization heavily influenced Incan art. 
However, the Incans constructed their own 
unique style that was recognizable all throughout 
the empire. Incan metalwork, ceramics, and 
colorful patterns seen on accessories highlight 
the exquisite style.    

 
 

    Peru, Inca Ruins, Scott #1655, Oct 21, 2008 
(cont’d pg 9) 
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The Incans and their Peruvian Philatelic Heritage 
By Christian Kolker           (cont’d from pg 8) 
 

The design of various textiles often uses vibrant colors fused with 
geometrical shapes. These colors consisted of black, white, yellow, 
orange, purple, and red. Interestingly, colors signified different 
associations. For instance, red represented conquest, rulership, and 
blood. The primary use of red would be to signify a conquered people.  
 

Besides applying colorful strands, the Incan utilized other techniques, 
including tapestry, embroidery, and painting. Use of geometrical shapes 
and checkerboard motifs were a highly favored art style on textiles. 
Colors played a key role in presenting the expression of their pieces. 
Clothing depicted images of animals and plants including jaguars, 
pumas, llamas, snakes, birds, various plants, and sea creatures. 
Additional decorations could be added in the forms of tassels, brocades 
(rich fabric with a raised pattern), feathers, metal threads woven inside 
the cloth, and precious beads made up of metals or shells. The most 
notable accessory for royal families and nobility would be feathers from 
tropical birds, including the toucan, the Hyacinth macaw, and condors.          
 

Another instance of meaning in color and material is the Incan use of 
gold. The Incans possessed an abundance of gold. The primary use of it 
was to make jewelry and artifacts for ceremonial uses. The Incas thought 
that gold shone like the sun; to honor their sun god, Inti, they wore 
accessories and built temples with gold. In fact, most ceremonial 
artifacts are made of gold to honor their gods in the highest way 
possible. Ceremonial pieces were used for sacrifices and celebrations.  
 

 
Peru Scott #1415a-d, Mar 20,2004 
a-  Sundial       b-  Temple of the 3 Windows 
c-  Waterfall Huayna Picchu    d-  Aerial view 
of Machu Picchu 

The Incans show their magnificent art style throughout the empire, but the craftsmanship extends to their architecture. 
A prime example of their architecture is the famous Machu Picchu. During the time of Pachacuti, the Incans built the 
structure to act as a center of worship towards their gods.  
 

 
Centenary of finding Machu Picchu 
Scott #1781, July 5, 2011 

 

The site itself is made up of about 200 buildings. These buildings consist 
of individually shaped pieces of carved gray granite stones that fit 
perfectly together. Regular buildings were simply constructed with 
rectangular pieces having 8 corners and 6 sides. On the other hand, 
religious buildings used much larger and more intricate pieces for 
construction. In fact, one temple wall in Machu Picchu has 33 corners.  
 

Similar in structure and design as Machu Picchu, the Choquequirao 
ruins are collection of buildings and terraces located above and below a 
truncated hill top named Sunch’u Pata in south Peru. Alongside this, 
many temples were built using similar architectural style. This includes 
archeological sites like Tambo Colorado, an Inca abode complex on the 
coastline of Peru, Tambo Machay, a small nearby structure that acts like 
a military outpost or a spa, and Pachacamac, a large complex with a vast 
number of buildings and pyramids southeast of Lima.   
 

During the time of expansion from Pachacuti to Huayna Capac, the 
population of the empire exploded from 6 million to a staggering 14 
million people. The Incan empire had truly reached its height, but 
everything they possess would eventually collapse under the hands of 
the Spanish. 

 (cont’d pg 10) 
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The Incans and their Peruvian Philatelic Heritage 
By Christian Kolker           (cont’d from pg 9) 
 

Led by Francisco Pizzaro, Spanish explorers reached Incan territory by 
1526. They recognized that the land was filled with wealth and 
treasure. Knowing this, Pizzaro voyaged back to Spain in 1529 and 
received royal approval to conquer the land. However, when the 
Spanish sailed back, they left behind smallpox, which spread 
throughout the Incan empire. Unfortunately, the disease wiped out a 
huge chunk of population and killed Huayna Capac along with his 
chosen successor in 1525. This sparked a civil-war between Huayna’s 
sons, Atahualpa and Huascar, battling for the throne. Eventually, 
Atahualpa seized the throne.  
 

   
Pizaro    #179 1909       Pizaro, #145, 1896 

 
Peru Scott 1709, Incan Roads, Aug 6, 2009 
a-  Incan Bridge Qeswachaka   b-  Inca Road 
Wanacaure   c-  Escalerayoc  Sector 
d-  Quebrada Huarautambo 

 
By this time, the Incan empire was considerably weaker due to the 
civil-war and smallpox. The Spaniards took this opportunity and 
devised a plan to lure Atahualpa to a supposed dinner, kidnapping him 
and holding the emperor for ransom. While in custody, Atahualpa 
promised the Spaniards that he could fill his prison cell with gold coins 
and twice that amount with silver.  
 

The Incans fulfilled this task. Over the course of four months, a 
collection of eight tons of gold was brought to the Spanish. Pizarro 
was supposed to release Atahualpa; instead, he killed him. With the 
Incan emperor dead, the Spaniards sacked Cuzco in 1533 easily with 
superior weaponry.  
 

Attempting to keep peace, Pizzaro appointed a puppet king named 
Manco Inca Yupanqui. This backfired on the Spanish during a 
rebellion in 1536. Forcing to retreat, Manco Inca Yupanqui and others 
settled in the jungle village of Vilcabamba. The jungle would remain as 
the last stronghold for the remaining Incans. However, the Spaniards 
finally conquered Vilcabamba in 1572. Ultimately, the conquering of 
that jungle marked the end of the Incan empire.     

 

 

The stamps:  Peru is actually one of the earlier South and Central American countries to 

acknowledge their indigenous heritage. As early as 1896, Peru honored Manco Capac, 
founder of the Incan dynasty, with a one-centavo stamp.  Interestingly, the Peruvians 
recognized Francisco Pizarro, the Incan conqueror, with the five-centavos stamp, which is 
typical of the dichotomy seen throughout the world in dealing with the indigenous peoples. 
 

Monaco Capac received yet another one-centavo stamp from Peru with Pizarro in 1907.  
The funeral of Atahualpa was honored in 1918. Again, Peru issued these Incan-themed 
stamps around others depicting Spanish conquistadors conquering the Inca. 
 

The next philatelic Incan tributes came in the 1930s with a depiction of fierce Incan 
warrior   and the coronation of Huascar in 1527.  Correspondingly, this set also featured a 
ten-centavo issue with a heroic poses Pizarro. 

 

 
Peru, Manco Capac, 
Founder of the Incan 
Dynasty, Scott #141, 
1896 

 
(cont’d pg 11) 
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The Incans and their Peruvian Philatelic Heritage 
By Christian Kolker           (cont’d from pg 10) 
 

   
Peru, Inca Scott #323,     Peru - Manco Capac,      Peru Inca, Scott #304,  
Issued 1934                      Scott #177, 1909           Oct. 15,1932 

 

Art made its way into Peruvian stamps 
starting in 1967 with a depiction of the Incan 
wind vane and sun, and continued in 1971, 
with its Tiahuanaco ide cloth issue. 
 
Archaeologically speaking, it wasn’t until 
1970 that the relics began to be noted.  
Puruchuco fortress, site of the last battle 
between the doomed Incans under General 
Yupanqui and Pizarro, was first noted in a 
1970 issue. 

 
 

 
Peru, Machu Picchu, Scott #926, 1987 

 

But for the most part, as with most Latin American countries, the indigenous 
Incan culture did not get much recognition until philatelic printing quality 
improved. That meant a relative paucity of such issues from the 1930s to the 
1990s.  
 

Starting in 1998, different Incan rulers finally received their honor. Interesting-
ly, it wasn't until 2004 that the ancient ruins at Machu Picchu were finally got 
their depiction in a commemorative sheet, although Peru issued a 
commemorative stamp in 1987 for the 75th anniversary of its discovery. Peru 
finally depicted the legend of the Ayar brothers (the Incan creation myth) in 
2006. 

Finally, in 2007, other Incan temples 
got their due, reflecting an acknow-
ledgment of the diversity of Incan 
architecture and the expansive nature 
of the empire. Temples at Tambo 
Colorado, Ica and Tambo Machay, 
Cusco were honored as well as 
Pachacamac, Lima. By 2009 the roads 
of the Incan Empire including the 
famous Incan rope bridge 
Q’eswachaca, were finally honored. 
(stamp on pg 10). 

 
 

 
Peru, Inca Temples, Tambo Coloradoka, Pachacamac, Tambo Maskay Cuna,  Scott 
#1557-59, 2007 

 

Peru issued one of the most picturesque souvenir sheets on the Incans every made depicting the centennial of the 
discovery of Machu Picchu in 2011.  Its beauty may only be matched by Peru’s 2013 souvenir sheet for the walls built 
by the Incas in Cusco.  (stamp on pg 9). 
 

 

New Digs 

       

< Algeria, Heritage Sites, 
Tombeaux Jedars, Tiaret,   
Site Tiddis, Constantine,  
Tombeau Cédias, 
Khenchela,   Bordj EL 
Mokrani-Bordj Bou 
Arreridj,   issued May 12, 
2018.  
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New Digs 
 

 
Bulgaria, 900th Anniversary of the Medieval Templars Order 
designed by Yasen Guzelev, issued Apr 17, 2018 

The Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of 
Solomon also known as the Order of Solomon's Temple, 
the Knights Templar or simply as Templars, were a 
Catholic military order recognized in 1139 by papal bull 
Omne Datum Optimum of the Holy See. The order was 
founded in 1119 and active from about 1119 to 1312. The 
order, among the wealthiest and most powerful, became a 
favored charity throughout Christendom and grew rapidly 
in membership and power. They were prominent in 
Christian finance. Templar knights, in their distinctive 
white mantles with a red cross, were among the most 
skilled fighting units of the Crusades. Non-combatant 
members of the order, who formed as much as 90% of the 
order's members, managed a large economic infrastructure 
throughout Christendom, developing innovative financial

techniques that were an early form of banking, building its own network of 
nearly 1,000 fortifications across Europe and the Holy Land, and arguably 
forming the world's first multinational corporation. The Templars were closely 
tied to the Crusades; when the Holy Land was lost, support for the order faded. 
Rumors about the Templars' secret initiation ceremony created distrust, and 
King Philip IV of France – deeply in debt to the order – took advantage of the 
situation to gain control over them. In 1307, he had many of the order's  

 
A Seal of the Knights Templar 

members in France arrested, tortured into giving false confessions, and burned at the stake. Pope Clement V disbanded 
the order in 1312 under pressure from King Philip.   
 

 
Czech Republic, Eduard Storch, 
Archaeologist, issued Apr 10, 2018 

 

Eduard Štorch (1878–1956) was a Czech pedagogue, archaeologist and writer, 
known for novels set in prehistoric Bohemia during Stone and Bronze Age. 
Štorch studied at the gymnasium and the pedagogic institute in Hradec Králové. 
Štorch worked as a teacher in several locations in northern and 
eastern Bohemia and in Prague, as a school inspector in Bratislava and then, until 
his retirement in 1938, again as a teacher in Prague.  Among Štorch's activities 
were archeology, ethnography, biology, journalism and reform of education 
system. In 1935, together with Karel Čondl, Štorch wrote a three volumes 
textbook of history for secondary schools which was attacked by the Catholic

church because it documented attempts of the church to obtain political power throughout history.  Štorch published 
several scholarly works, many novels for the youth and countless number of articles in journals and newspapers. The 
novels were based on and limited by scientific knowledge of the time.  
 

    
Jordan,  Reconstruction of Holy Places, issued April 23, 2018 

Jordan Post Company released a new set of commemorative stamps of 2018 to be sold to public as of 
23/4/2018.   Zuhair al-Azza, media spokesman for the Jordan Post, stated:  “The new special set of the 
commemorative stamps will honor the “Hashemite Restorations of the Holy Places”. The set comprises three 
categories; each of which is valued at forty (40) piasters.” 
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New Digs 

  
Macedonia Cultural Heritage, Golden Funeral Mask, issued Feb 8, 2018. 
 

Such life size golden masks of gold and bronze were 
created across Europe in the 1st millennium BC; the 
practice of placing funeral masks on the deceased’s 
face being particularly common in ancient Macedonia 
of the sixth and fifth centuries BC. As a constituent 
part of the grave furnishings, funerary face-masks or 
golden foliage covering the eyes and mouth have long 
been known in great numbers from sites such as 
Trebenište near Ohrid, Beranci near Prilep, Sindos 
near Thessalonica, and other sites in Macedonia and 
Halkidiki. Trebeništa is an ancient necropolis located 
in Macedonia, dating from the Iron Age around the

7th century BC. It is located near the town of Ohrid, in the Republic of Macedonia. It is believed that the necropolis was used by 
the people from the ancient town of Lychnidos. Trebeništa was discovered in 1918 by Bulgarian soldiers while making a road. The 
government sent archaeologist Karel Škorpil to organize excavations. The artefacts were later researched by Bogdan Filov. Since 
then, large amounts of graves, five golden masks, and some iron earrings and plates have been found. These finds are housed in the 
Archaeological Museums in Ohrid, Sofia and Belgrade.  
 

   

Mongolia,  Coins of the Silk Road Souvenir Sheet, issued 
Dec 3, 2017 

 

For a relatively brief period between 1250 and 1350 the Silk Road trade 
routes were opened up to European when the land occupied by the 
Turks was taken over by the Mongols who allowed free trade. Instead of 
waiting for goods at the Mediterranean ports, European travelers were 
able to travel on their own to India and China for the first time. This is 
when Marco Polo made his historic journey from Venice to China and 
back. 
 

 

 
Peru, Huayna Picchu Cavern Setenant Pair,  Serpost  
(Peru Post Office) gives no information for stamps  
issued after 2016 
 

Huayna Picchu is a mountain in Peru around which the 
Urubamba River bends. It is located in the Cusco Region, 
Urubamba Province, Machupicchu District. It rises over Machu 
Picchu, the so-called lost city of the Incas. The Incas built a trail 
up the side of the Huayna Picchu and built temples and terraces on its 
top. The peak of Huayna Picchu is 8,835 ft above sea level, i.e. 850 ft 
higher than Machu Picchu. According to local guides, every morning 
before sunrise, the high priest with a small group would walk to 
Machu Picchu to signal the coming of the new day. The Temple of the 
Moon, one of the three major temples in the Machu Picchu area,

is nestled on the side of the mountain and is situated at an elevation lower than Machu Picchu. Adjacent to the Temple of the 
Moon is the Great Cavern, another sacred temple. The other major local temples in Machu Picchu are the Temple of the Condor, 

Temple of Three Windows, Principal Temple, "Unfinished Temple", and the Temple of the Sun. The number of daily 
visitors allowed on Huayna Picchu is restricted to 400.  
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New Digs 

 
Slovenia, Mastadon Fossils, issued 
March 23, 2018 

Two million years ago the landscape of Slovenia was very different from the way 
we see it today. The soaring Alps in the west and the forested landscape with 
patches of marsh and endless plains in the east were an ideal environment for 
large proboscideans and other mammals. One of the last European mastodons – 
of the Anancus arvernensis species – would periodically graze in forest clearings 
here. Anancus arvernensis inhabited a large part of Europe, appearing in the late 
Miocene and surviving until the start of the Pleistocene. Some other species 
inhabited parts of Asia and Africa. The Anancus was very similar to today's 
elephants, although with much longer, straight tusks and different-shaped teeth. 
Fossil remains have been found in Slovenia in the Šalek Valley, near Slovenska 

Bistrica and in many parts of the Slovenske Gorice, Čentibske Gorice and Goričko hill regions. Teeth are the most 
frequently discovered remains. The best-known site for such nds was discovered near the village of Škala, not far from 
Velenje, where parts of a skeleton and tusks were also unearthed. The new postage stamp depicts a mastodon tooth 
discovered more than 70 years ago in a gravel pit close to Sveti Andraž in the Slovenske Gorice hill region. This large 
tooth (a molar) is from the lower jaw, as also indicated by its strong root. The age of the tooth is not entirely clear, but 
it is likely to have belonged to an animal that grazed this hill area, covered with sparse woodland, in the late Pliocene. 
Changes in the environment in the early Pleistocene, approximately two million years ago, also contributed to the 
extinction of the last mastodon to roam across the territory of present-day Slovenia. Today the mastodon's tooth is on 
display at the Natural History Museum of Slovenia. The stamp also incorporates a form of augmented reality: use the 
HP Reveal app to scan the stamp on a mobile device and launch an X-ray video of the cross section of the mastodon's 
tooth. Matija Križnar, senior curator, palaeontologist Natural History Museum of Slovenia  

 
Midès (also called Midas) is a mountain oasis in Tunisia. As Ancient Mades, it 
was a bishopric and remains a Latin Catholic titular see.  Mades was among the 
many towns that were important enough in the Roman province of Numidia to 
become a suffragan bishopric, in the papal sway.  Its only historically 
documented bishop, Petrus, participated in the synod, called in Carthage by the 
Vandal Kingdom's ruler Huneric in 484, after which he went in exile, like many 
Catholic bishops, unlike their Donatist heretic counterparts. 

 
Tunisia, Archaeology Sitews, Midès, 
issued Feb 14, 2018 

 

 
Ukraine, Archaeology, Tripolye Culture Souvenir Sheet, April 24, 2018 
 

The Cucuteni–Trypillia culture  is a Neolithic–
Eneolithic archaeological culture (c. 5200 to 
3500 BC) in Eastern Europe.  It extends from 
the Carpathian Mountains to the Dniester and 
Dnieper regions, centred on modern-day 
Moldova and covering substantial parts of 
western Ukraine and northeastern Romania, 
encompassing an area of 350,000 km2 
(140,000 sq mi), with a diameter of 500 km 
(300 mi; roughly from Kyiv in the northeast to 

Brașov in the southwest). The majority of 
Cucuteni–Trypillia settlements consisted of 
high-density, small settlements (spaced 3 to 4 
kilometres apart), concentrated mainly in the 
Siret, Prut and Dniester river valleys. During 
the   Middle   Trypillia   phase 

(c. 4000 to 3500 BC), populations belonging to the Cucuteni–Trypillia culture built the largest settlements in Neolithic 
Europe, some of which contained as many as 3,000 structures and were possibly inhabited by 20,000 to 46,000 people. 

(cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 
Ukraine, Archaeology, Tripolye   (cont’d from last pg) 
One of the most notable aspects of this culture was the periodic destruction of settlements, with each single-habitation 
site having a lifetime of roughly 60 to 80 years.  The purpose of burning these settlements is a subject of debate among 
scholars; some of the settlements were reconstructed several times on top of earlier habitational levels, preserving the 
shape and the orientation of the older buildings. One particular location; the Poduri site in Romania, revealed thirteen 
habitation levels that were constructed on top of each other over many years.  The first Ukrainian sites ascribed to the 
culture were discovered by Vikentiy Khvoyka, a Czech-born Ukrainian archeologist, in Kyiv. He presented his findings 
at the 11th Congress of Archaeologists in 1897, which is considered the official date of the discovery of the Trypillia 
culture in Ukraine.  Today, the finds from both Romania and Ukraine, as well as those from Moldova, are recognised as 
belonging to the same cultural complex. It is generally called the Cucuteni culture in Romania and the Trypillia culture 
in Ukraine. In English, "Cucuteni–Tripolye culture" is most commonly used to refer to the whole culture, with the 
Ukrainian-derived term "Cucuteni–Trypillia culture" gaining currency following the dissolution of the Soviet Union. 
 

    

India  -  Vietnam 
Ancient Architecture 
joint issue issued Jan 25, 
2018. 
 
The two set of stamps 
released carry picture of 
Sanchi Stupa and Thien 
Mu Pagoda.  

 
 

 

Sanchi Stupa, a Buddhist complex, was originally built by the 
Emperor Ashoka in the 3rd century BCE. Its nucleus was a 
hemispherical brick structure and it was crowned by parasol-
like structure. The town of Sanchi is synonymous with 
Buddhist Stupas - hemispherical structures typically containing 
relics of the Buddha or his followers. The Stupas of Sanchi 
were constructed on the orders of Emperor Ashoka to 
preserve and spread the Buddhist philosophy. Sanchi has been 
protecting these beautiful and sacred architectural wonders, 
just the way these wonders have been safeguarding ancient 
history and art of the Mauryan period. 

 
 

India  -  Vietnam Ancient Architecture joint issue  (cont’d.) 

The numerous stupas, temples, monasteries and an Ashokan pillar have been the focus of interest and awe for global 
audiences as well. In fact, UNESCO has given the status of 'World Heritage Site' to the Mahastupa. 
 

Pho Minh pagoda - unique and ancient pagoda in Nam Dinh city, built in the noi cong ngoai quoc style. It still has 
many relics with big historical value.  The first-ever set of two commemorative postage stamps, designed by Vietnamese 
artists Nguyen Du and Do Lenh Tuan and their Indian peer Brahm Prakash, introduces Vietnamese and Indian ancient 
architectures, Pho Minh Pagoda and Sanchi Stupa.  Under repair many times, Pho Minh Pagoda (also known as Thap 
Pagoda) was originally built in Nam Dinh during the Ly dynasty and expanded in 1262 by the Tran Dynasty.  The 14-
storey Pho Minh Tower reaches 20 meters in height and was built in vicinity of the pagoda in 1305. The tower's base 
and first floor were constructed with flagstones and the upper floors were built with bricks. Each story is decorated 
with carved pictures of flowers, leaves, waves and clouds, a typical decorating style in the Tran Dynasty. 
 

Archaeology Today  
Before He Died, Ötzi the Iceman Ate a Greasy, Fatty Meal 
A detailed analysis of the mummy’s stomach contents suggests he knew precisely what to eat to survive in harsh Alpine 
conditions.  
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Archaeology Today  
Before He Died, Ötzi the Iceman Ate a Greasy, Fatty Meal 
  We know quite a bit about Ötzi the Iceman, the 5,300-year-old individual whose remarkably well-preserved remains 
were found in the Italian Alps in 1991. We know Ötzi was murdered; he was shot with an arrow that went through his 
armpit and into his subclavian artery. We know that he was covered in tattoos, that he had sharpened his tools shortly 
before he was killed, that he had a gravelly voice, that he was lactose intolerant. And now, as Laura Geggel reports for 
Live Science, researchers have pieced together a picture of what Ötzi ate just before he died: a hearty, fatty meal. 
  In a study published recently in Current Biology, researchers explain how they used microscopic techniques to analyze 
the contents of Ötzi’s stomach; the team was comprised of experts in the studies of genetic material, fats, protein and 
metabolism. Scientists have only recently been able to access the Iceman’s stomach; for many years after the discovery 
of his body, researchers couldn’t find it. In 2009, however, CT scans revealed that Ötzi’s stomach had been pushed 
upwards as his body mummified. Further investigations revealed that his stomach’s contents were very well preserved. 
In the new study, researchers were able to determine that shortly before he was killed, Ötzi chowed down on cooked 
grains and cured meat. 
  The study team was able to identify 167 animal and plant proteins in Ötzi’s stomach, and they also determined the 
components of his last meal: cereals made from einkorn wheat, along with red deer and ibex meat. Notably, Ötzi had 
also eaten a hefty serving of ibex fat; according to George Dvorsky of Gizmodo, 46 percent of his stomach contents was 
made up of animal fat residues. 
The Iceman’s greasy last supper “totally makes sense,” Frank Maixner, a microbiologist at the Eurac Research Institute 
for Mummy Studies in Italy and a study co-author, says in the statement. Because he lived in a cold, high-Alpine region, 
Ötzi would have needed to maintain high energy and nutrient supplies to avoid rapid energy loss and starvation. And he 
seems to have figured out the best diet for thriving in this harsh environment: a mix of carbohydrates, protein and high-
energy animal fats. 
  A diet high in fatty meats would also explain why Ötzi was in rather poor cardiovascular health; a study published 
earlier this year showed that he had hardened plaque around his heart, putting him at risk for a heart attack. He may 
have been storing up on fats in preparation for a journey into the mountains, which could be why previous studies have 
shown that he was traveling with cured meat. Why the meat came from wild and not domesticated animals is unclear. 
Ötzi’s contemporaries knew how to breed and raise livestock, so the presence of meat from wild animals is interesting. 
Was Ötzi an outlier in his community, or would his final meal have looked different if he hadn’t been preparing for his 
trek into the mountains? 
  Another curious find from the recent study was traces of bracken, a type of fern, in Ötzi’s stomach. Bracken is 
poisonous, and why the Iceman was eating it remains a mystery. He may have used it to wrap his food and ingested it 
unintentionally. Or, Zink tells Geggel of Live Science, he may have eaten it in the hopes of warding off the intestinal 
parasites previously found in his gut. The study authors note in their report that “bracken is still consumed today by 
different indigenous people” as a medicine, in spite of the plant’s toxicity.  The analysis of Ötzi’s final meal lends 
important insight into eating and food preparation habits during the Copper Age. Moving forward, researchers hope to 
reconstruct the Iceman’s gut microbiome and find out how the bacteria in his belly compares to that of modern 
humans. 
By Brigit Katz,  smithsonian.com,  July 13, 2018 

 
Neolithic Roadway, Possibly a Ritual Site, Discovered in England 

Archaeologists also found the skull of an extinct ox that is 2,000 years older than the trackway.  When archaeologists 
arrived on the scene of an unassuming field in Suffolk, England, they didn’t expect to find much in the way of 
significant archaeological relics. They had been hired by the energy company ScottishPower to make sure that the area 
was clear of artifacts before beginning a planned construction project. But “[the field] didn’t really point to much being 
there,” Claire Halley of Wardell Armstrong, the company that oversaw the dig, tells Rory Smith of CNN. “It didn’t 
register as a site of great potential.” 
   As they dug into the field, archaeologists hit upon what appeared to be a wooden walkway, which they initially 
believed was built during the medieval period. But radiocarbon dating of the wood revealed that the construction was, 
in fact, a Neolithic trackway that dates to approximately 2300BC.  Around 100 feet of the timber walkway and a host of 
other intriguing artifacts were unearthed during the excavation. Archaeologists found wooden posts that seemed to 
mark the route of the trackway, which seemed to lead up to a platform, Kennedy writes. Along the trackway were white 

(cont’d next pg) 
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Neolithic Roadway, Possibly a Ritual Site, Discovered in England     (cont’d next pg) 

pebbles not commonly seen in the area, indicating that they were transported there deliberately. The team also discover-
ed the hulking skull of an aurochs, an extinct wild ox, which had been cut in a way that suggests it sat atop a pole or was 
used as a headdress. The skull was already 2,000 years old when the trackway was built, so it likely held profound 
significance to the people who brought it to the area. 
   These artifacts offer compelling evidence to suggest that the trackway was a ritual site. Neolithic peoples “weren’t 

living here,” Vinny Monahan, one of the archaeologists involved in the excavation, tells Kennedy. “They made this 
place deliberately and they were coming here because it was important to them.” Natural water springs, which were 
unearthed by the dig, have kept the trackway in remarkably good condition. According to a ScottishPower statement, 
the wood is in such good condition that archaeologists can identify two different sets of markings; one set, 
archaeologists believe, was made by an apprentice, while the other was made by a more experienced craftsman who 
took over the job. The presence of the springs may also explain why the site was chosen “as a special place” more than 
4,000 years ago, the statement notes. 
   The site was used for hundreds of years by several ancient cultures. A Neolithic enclosure found in the area was built 
500 years before the trackway. Archaeologists also found a Bronze Age enclosure, an Iron Age ditch, Roman ditches 
and the remains of Saxon buildings. According to Kennedy, the site was filled in the 11th century, which buried the 
springs and the artifacts that surrounded them.  The wood and other relics uncovered by the excavation have been sent 
off for further analysis, and they may one day be displayed in local museums.  “Undoubtedly this is a site of 
international archaeological significance,” Richard Newman, associate director at Wardell Armstrong, said in the 
statement. “It is exceptionally rare to find preserved organic materials from the Neolithic period, and we will learn a 
great deal from this discovery.” 
By Brigit Katz, SMITHSONIAN , July 2, 2018 

 
Ptolemic-Era Black Granite Sarcophagus Discovered in Alexandria 
The tomb, which was found at a building site, measure 8.5 feet long and 5 feet wide 
  A black granite sarcophagus was recently uncovered in the Sidi Gaber district of Alexandria, Egypt, reports Rob 
Waugh at Yahoo News UK. The most exciting part? A layer of mortar between the lid and the rest of the tomb 
indicates that the coffin hasn’t been opened in 2,000 years, which is rare in Egypt where looters have picked through 
tombs and burials for millennia. 
  The ancient sarcophagus was found by local authorities during standard archaeological excavations conducted before 
the construction of a new building on Al-Karmili Street. It was found approximately 16 feet below ground. A rough 
alabaster bust of a man, likely a depiction of the body in the coffin, was also discovered in the tomb, which is believed 
to date from the era of the Ptolemies, the Greek royal family dynasty that ruled for roughly three centuries from 305 to 
30BCE.  According to the Ministry of Antiquities, the tomb is about 8.6 feet long and more than 5 feet wide. Mostafa 
Waziri, general secretary-general of the Supreme Council of Antiquities, says it is the largest sarcophagus ever excavated 
in the city.  This is just the latest discovery in Alexandria, an ancient city written off by archaeologists for decades. 
According to Andrew Lawler at Smithsonian, researchers often ignored the fabled city founded by Alexander the Great 
and ruled over by his close advisor Ptolemy and his descendants after its namesake’s death. That’s because over the 
centuries a bustling, congested metro area of 5 million people has grown up over the ruins of marble palaces, 
monuments and other ancient works. 
  Over the last few decades, researchers have begun the painstaking work of urban archaeology, going layer by layer into 
the city’s past. In 2005, archaeologists uncovered the remains of the University of Alexandria, where ancient Greek 
mathematician Archimedes studied. The remains of the Pharos, a lighthouse built by the Ptolemies that was considered 
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World also lies in Alexandria’s harbor. In fact, changes in the flow of the Nile 
River and rising sea levels mean that large chunks of the ancient city are currently underwater, a submerged time capsule 
ready for exploration.  Alexandria isn’t the only coastal Egyptian city giving up its secrets. In the early 2000s, researchers 
discovered the legendary city Thonis-Heracleion, the ancient port city at the mouth of the Nile destroyed by an earth-
quake just a few miles from Alexandria. Jack Shenker at The Guardian reports that over the past decade and a half, 
underwater archaeologists have used vacuum systems to suck sediment and artifacts off the seabed, and have uncovered 
incredible statues, sarcophagi and stele, including the Decree of Sais, a stele that lays out Egypt’s intricate tax law. 
In fact, only 5 percent of Thonis-Heracleion has been explored, meaning there are decades of discoveries still to come. 
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Ptolemic-Era Black Granite Sarcophagus Discovered in Alexandria 
While it’s too soon to make predictions on the identity of the body inside the newly discovered sarcophagus in 
Alexandria, one thing is for certain: it won’t be the last discovery made along Egypt’s Mediterranean coast. 
By Jason Daley smithsonian.com July 5, 2018  

 
Oaxaca’s Pre-Hispanic Monte Albán Ruins to Be Restored 
World Monuments Fund raised $1 million to help repair 15 structures at the World Heritage Site that were impacted by 
a 2017 earthquake.  Founded in the 6th century B.C., Monte Albán was once a thriving Mesoamerican metropolis 
inhabited by the Olmecs, the Zapotec and the Mixtec civilizations. Today, it’s an Unesco World Heritage site that tells 
the story of these three pre-Hispanic peoples through its terraces, pyramids, residential structures, ballcourts and canals 
that extend for miles.  But though Monte Albán functions as an important record of these ancient civilizations, in 
recent years some of that history has been in danger of disappearing. In 2008, World Monuments Fund called attention 
to its plight. Significantly, it pointed out that hieroglyphic inscriptions made by the Zapotec were in danger of rapid 
erosion. “Looting and vandalism also threatened the site’s structural integrity, as did unchecked tourism,” the non-profit 
added.  Adding to Monte Albán’s problems, in September of 2017 two devastating earthquakes hit the region, one of 
which severely damaged at least two pyramids in Monte Albán, El Universal’s Ismael García reported at the time.  Now, 
months after the natural disaster, WMF announced on Wednesday that it raised $1 million to support Monte Albán 
restoration efforts as well as future disaster response. 
  According to the WMF website, in fact, 15 structures at Monte Albán suffered severe damage from the 8.2-magnitude 
earthquake. Five of the structures required emergency structural work to prevent collapse. The new project will include 
conservation of physical structures, geological surveys and training for locals on how to prepare for future natural 
disasters. The work, which will be done in partnership with the National Institute of Anthropology and History, is 
expected to begin in July and last about two years. Following the earthquakes last September, WMF began assessing 
damage at cultural sites around Mexico. “Of the many sites we assessed, Monte Albán stood out as one of the most 
vulnerable,” Lisa Ackerman, WMF’s executive vice president, says in a statement to Smithsonian.com. “As a World 
Heritage Site, it embodies outstanding universal values that demonstrate the high achievements of Zapotec culture. It is 
also a significant tourism destination that contributes to local economy.” 
  Ackerman says that because the state experiences frequent earthquakes — another 7.2-magnitude quake hit the state in 
February — part of the funding will go toward formal geotechnical surveys to help determine the best practices for 
protecting similar structures in regions with heavy seismic activity in the future. The idea is to ensure that these heritage 
sites are safeguarded for generations to come. “Out of great loss and devastation, we have a chance to restore hope and 
optimism to the people of Oaxaca and those for whom Monte Albán is a source of great pride,” says Diego Gómez 
Pickering, the Consul General of Mexico in New York, who was involved with the project. “We are grateful for the 
support to make it stronger and accessible for future generations.” 
By Julissa Treviño,  smithsonian.com,  May 11, 2018  
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