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Philae and its Temple Complex 
By Christopher Kolker 
 
Stress.  That is not something you think of with archaeology.  After all, the old joke goes, these bones have been around 
for thousands of years.  What’s a few more days? 
 

 

<<<  Postcard sent 1907 showing damage from the 
first Aswan Dam built in 1902. 

 
 
For many in archaeology, stress comes when you 
have to move things, especially big and yet 
important symbols of the past.  Most of us have 
seen museum curators carefully moving a large 
painting or a statue, fully aware of the 
ramifications if something is broken or destroyed.  
The simplest task has become utterly terrifying in 
order to make that move successful. 

 
Think about if you have to move an entire complex. That is what happened in Philae, in ancient Nubia, which is now 
southern Egypt, upper Egypt; as the Nile flows north, in the area of the present Aswan High Dam.  In going through 
the checklist at the Old World Archaeological Study Unit website (www.owasu.org), Philae is actually one of the most 
commemorated archaeological sites in philately. 

 

 
France UNESCO Official, Scott #2O40, Dec 5, 1987 

 
Egypt  Scott #1132d, March 10, 1980 

 
Egypt Trajan’s Kiosk,  Scott #1132a, 
March 10, 1980 
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From the Editor:   
   
I have been reading archaeology magazines and checking out 
the Scotts for early stamps depicting cultural sites from various 
parts of the world such as Lebanon, Cyranica, Indo-China, etc. 
to get an idea to write something new.  Let’s face it, there is 
much new in archaeology that did not exist 50 years ago.  Who 
would have thought King Tut would require a CT scan? 
 
Reading a recent issue of Current World Archaeology, an 
English publication, there was an article about Borobudur and 
an archaeologist’s first impressions many years ago.  Also a 
new website ”Curious Travellers Project” is collecting photos 
to make 3D images of sites that are in danger or no longer with 
us.  Before thinking ISIS, how about Norcia, Italy which 
experienced an earthquake last October 30th.   Sites may 
survive for thousands of years, being carefully cared for, then 
suddenly be lost due to some random act of Mother Nature. 
 

Do you have some used stamps depicting archaeology topics?  

Used stamps, incomplete sets, odd stamps?  The ATA need 
them to make beginner kits for new collectors.  These are sold 
by the ATA at shows around the country.  The customers are 
people trying to start their children or grandchildren collecting 
stamps.  The beginners kits consist of 30 stamps (and don’t 
worry if you have 15 of the same Nefertiti, they’ll go in 
different kits), 5 album pages, hinges and something about how 
to collect stamps.  It is a great idea and has done well for 
various topics around the country.  Usually sold to children, in 
NYC they sell best among grandparents and spouses of 
collectors. 
Send the stamps to: American Topical Assn.,  Ms. Vera Felts,   
P O Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-0008.  Mention OWASU.  
Thanks. 
 

I keep finding stamps that depict archaeological sites, but only 
one stamp has been issued depicting the site or artifact.  I need 
at least half a dozen to make an article.  Even a “short” 
requires 3 or 4 stamps.  This brought out a “what if . . .”   
What if I had 3 or 4 half page articles about a particular stamp 
in my stash to use as fill-ins when more “Archaeology Today” 
would be a bit overwhelming?  This may bring out some more 
participation by members. 
 
Alas, this will have to wait a little while.  I put several on a flash 
drive and lost the device while taking pictures of a construction 
site.  That photo is now being considered for use in a calendar.  
I should know if it made the cut in a month or two.  I took the 
photo on my I-Pad, easier to email. 
 
 
 

Caroline 
 

  



Philae and its Temple Complex 
By Christopher Kolker 
 

 
Egypt Map of Tourist Sites, Scott #986, July 23, 1975 
 

 
But what is Philae? It is only one of Nubia’s most 
important sites, situated about 8 miles south of Aswan. It 
was considered to be an ancient pilgrimage center for the 
cult of Isis.  Built in the late Pharaonic  age (starting 
around 370BC), many aspects of it were completed in the 
Roman age, with the last hieroglyph being placed around 
390AD.  Philae is considered to be the quintessential 
temple for Isis, and is thought to be the last  active temple 
for the native Egyptian religion.  However, even into 
Byzantine periods each ruler would add their own 
particular culture and stamp to the area. 
 
Even though Philae has long been recognized as a 
historical and archaeological treasure trove, the completion 
of the Aswan Dam in 1902 nearly put Philae in a watery 
grave.  The dam controlled the massive flooding once 
ubiquitous to the Nile area, and provided a source for 
electricity for nearly all Egyptians, but it would put Philae 
in a watery grave.   
 

 

               
Egypt, Scott #487,        Egypt, Aswan High Dam,     Palestine Scott #N108              Egypt, Aswan High Dam, Scott #495, 
issued 1959                   Scott #604, 1964                                                                    Jan 9, 1960 
 

In fact, with completion of the dam, Philae was underwater for eight years from 1972 to 1980 except from July to 
October.  With the planning of the new Aswan High Dam in the 1960s and thanks to UNESCO’s massive rescue 
project, the monuments were moved to block by block from Philae Island to nearby Agilkia island. Today it serves as 
an important tourist site and archaeological wonder. Let’s take a look. 
 

 
Egypt Scott #744, Oct 24, 1968 
 

The oldest surviving Temple buildings date from the time of Nectanebo I 
(circa 370BC), and was used to worship Isis.  However it appears that 
Osiris, Nephthys, Hathor, and the cataract gods Khnum and Satet were 
also worshiped.  The biggest buildings still standing that tourists see were 
built during the time of the Ptolemy’s over the last two centuries BC, 
along with Roman emperors building some up to nearly AD 300.  
Interestingly, inscription on some of the walls of the Philae complex show 
Greek and Roman travelers traveling down to Philae in order to venerate 
Isis, then thought of as a goddess of healing. 

 
For five centuries after the time of Christ, the Nubians continued to participate in the cult of Isis. It was not until the 
time of Justinian (AD 527-565) that the temples were finally closed, forever closing the door on the ancient Egyptian 
religion. At that time, a Coptic church was started in the vestibule. Up until the conquest by Islam, a Coptic town 
actually flourished on Philae Island. 
 

(cont’d pg 4)
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Philae and its Temple Complex 
By Christopher Kolker 
 

When you walk into Philae, you first will be led to the First Pylon which is the temple 
entrance. It has two towers and a very large 18 m high doorway with reliefs from the time 
of Nectanebo.  In the front are two granite obelisks, erected by Euergetes II (or Ptolemy 
VIII Physcon, reigning or co-reigning from 169-116 BC/ Ptolemaic Dynasty) with two 
granite lions.  Adjoining the tower on the east side is a striking gateway with reliefs by 
Ptolemy II (Philadelphus 283- 246BC/Ptolemaic) on the lentil and by Emperor Tiberius 
(Roman Emperor AD14-37) on the jambs. 
Passing through the doorway one can see the French inscription “an 7 del Republique”, 
which commemorates Napoleon’s campaign pursuing the Mamelukes by General Desaix 
in 1799. 

 
Egypt, Scott 746, Oct 24, 
1968 

 

         
Egypt, Scott #966,          Egypt, Scott 1019,      Egypt Scott #994, 
Oct 24, 1974                   Oct 24, 1976               Oct 24, 1975 
 

 
Once in the main courtyard, on either side, 
colonnades present themselves. A building on the 
east side of the room was for the priests. On the 
west side is the Birth House dedicated to Hathor–
Isis in honor of the birth of her son Horus. 
Colonnades surround the Birth House, and the 
columns have foliage capitals surmounted by 
sistrum capitals. The walls and columns are 
covered with relief inscriptions by Euergetes II, 
Neos Dionysos (or Ptolemy XII Auletes, ruled 80-
58 and 55-51BC, father of Cleopatra/Ptolemaic 
Dynasty), Augustus (First Roman Caesar ruling 
27BC-14AD), and Tiberius. 

 

The Second Pylon is the entry into the Inner Temple. Its 
doorway is a mere 12 m high, with reliefs by Euergetes II.  
Once in the inner Temple, one finds an eight-columned 
vestibule. Here we can clearly see Coptic crosses and 
Greek inscriptions cut into the walls. Interestingly, just 
above the doors reads an inscription commemorating the 
archaeological expedition sent to Philae in 1841 by Pope 
Gregory XVI. 
 

Deep inside one will eventually come to the Sanctuary, also 
known as the House of Isis. The granite base presented by 
Euergetes I (Ptolemy III Euergetes, 3rd Ptolemaic King of 
Egypt, reigned 246-222BC/ Ptolemaic Dynasty) and his 
wife Berenice would have held the sacred image of Isis. 
The door on the left side leads out to the Gateway of 
Hadrian. 

 
Mali, Deluxe Sheet, Cleopatra & Euergetes, Scott # C2, 
March 9, 1964 

 

 
Egypt, #1047, Oct 24, 1977 

 
 

The Gateway of Hadrian in many ways may be the most 
fascinating aspect of this entire complex. It was built during 
the reign of the Emperor Hadrian, who reigned in Rome from 
117 to 138AD. The reliefs were decorated by Hadrian, Marcus 
Aurelius (Roman Emperor, reigned 161-180AD), and Lucius 
Verus (Co-Emperor with M. Aurelius, 161-169AD).  
 

 
Egypt, #1047, Oct 24, 1977 

 

(cont’d pg 5)
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Philae and its Temple Complex 
By Christopher Kolker 
 
In its previous place, the gateway led ultimately to the Sanctuary of Abaton that was on a neighboring island of Bigga 
where there was a tomb of Osiris.   Many of the reliefs there relate to the cult of Osiris. 

    
Egypt UNESCO, #945,      Qatar, Scott #49, 
Oct 24, 1973                        Jan 17, 1965 

 
 

What makes it so fascinating, is that on the lentil, Hadrian is 
depicted as making offerings to Osiris and Isis. Within the gateway 
on the right, Marcus Aurelius is depicted in the presence of an 
Osiris and Isis. Just below that, Marcus Aurelius is shown makes 
offerings of food and flowers to Isis.  Roman emperors making 
offerings to Egyptian gods: truly a remarkable meshing of distinct 
cultures. 

 

 
Just to the east of the main Temple of Isis is the temple of Hathor. It was built by 
Philometor (Ptolemy VI Philometor, reigned 180-145BC/ Ptolemaic Dynasty), and 
Euergetes II in honor of Hathor – an Egyptian god of joy, feminine love and 
motherhood similar to Aphrodite. Philometor, whose name literally means he who loves 
his mother, ruled what would now be considered Eastern Egypt, after dividing all of 
Egypt with Ptolemy VIII.  Philometor was famous for defeating the Seleucids and 
capturing the city of Seleucia in Syria, thereby reuniting Egypt and Syria. However, 
Philometor died only three days later under unknown circumstances.  
 
The vestibule and the sanctuary were added by Augustus. The main Temple Chamber is 
the best preserved part. However, the columns of the vestibule, decorated with reliefs of 
flute players and harpists, steal the show. The god Bes plays a tambourine and a harp in 
reliefs that are also easily visible, along with monkeys playing the lyre. 
 

 
Pillar at Philae depicting 
Hathor, Scott 682, Egypt 

 
The final structure worth mentioning is the famous Kiosk of Trajan. It is small in comparison to the other temporal 
structures, and was never completed. Its architecture is pristine in nature and therefore remains a favorite for artists and 
photographers with its clean-cut lines and compound capitals. It dates from the Roman Imperial period. 

 

  
Vatican FDC Philae & St. Peter of Wadi es Sebu’a, Scott #379-82, issued March 10, 1964, Corner block Scott#380 Trajan's Kiosk 
in Philae with the water approaching 

(cont’d pg 6)
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Philae and its Temple Complex 
By Christopher Kolker 

     
Egypt Scott #538, Nov 4, 1961, note the stamp, cachet and           Mauritania, Scott #C32-4, March 8, 1964, cancel all depict Philae. 
On both covers note the concordance between the cachet and stamps, also the cancel as it mentions the monuments. 
 

        
Tunisia, Scott #440,  Upper Volta (Burkina   Yemen, imperf  s/s Scott #127-8,               Indonesia, Scott 
March 8, 1964            Faso) Scott#C255,       March 1, 1962                                             #639, Mar 8, 1964 
                                  Dec 4, 1978 
 

Philately has done its share 
of commemorating this 
breathtaking site, and 
documenting its incredible 
move away from flood 
waters. Even before the 
move of each stone being 
moved to the new site of 
Agilika Island, countries 
such as Mauritania, Fujiera, 
Dahomey, Togo, Tunisia 
and Afghanistan had 
commemorated the area.  

 

         
Peoples Rep Yemen, Scott #6,      Afghanistan Scott#666b, & Scott #666f,       Togo, Scott 478, Mar 8, 1964    Vatican Scott 382 
Feb 1, 1971                                         Nov 1, 1963 
 

 
Italy, Honoring Italian Engineering at Philae Temple, Scott #1400ab, May 20, 1980 

Egypt has been the main 
source of stamps about Philae 
both before and during the 
project.  Surprisingly, it appears 
only Italy in 1980 truly has a 
stamp that commemorates the 
end of the project.  

 

The work of relocating the structures was done by Italian engineers.  To 
this day this is considered one of UNESCO’s crowning achievements as 
nearly 50,000 blocks, many weighing several tons, were exactly 
dismantled and put back together on Agilika island.  Most all stamps 
look at the Egyptian contribution to Philae, unfortunately ignoring the 
Greek, Roman, Coptic, and Byzantine influences of architecture, 
inscription and history.  Philately has only scratched the surface of the 
history of Philae. 

 
   100th Anniversary Aswan Dam built 1902 
   Scott #1823, Aug 15, 2002 
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The Delphic Oracle 
by Caroline Scannell 

 
United Nations (Geneva) World 
Heritage Series. Delphi,  2004. 
 

The ruins of the Temple of Delphi visible today date from the 4th century BC.  
It was erected on the remains of an earlier temple dated to the 6th century BC 
which itself was erected on the site of a 7th-century BC.  The site was added to 
the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1987. 
 
The 8th-century reformulation of the Oracle at Delphi as a shrine to Apollo 
seems associated with the rise in importance of the city of Corinth and the 
importance of sites in the Corinthian Gulf. 

 

The oracle of Apollo at Delphi was famed throughout the Greek world and beyond.  The 
oracle (the Pythia or priestess) would answer questions put to her by visitors wishing to 
be guided in their future  actions.  Established in the 8th century BC, the Pythia was 
widely credited for her prophecies inspired by being filled by the spirit of the god Apollo 
and would continue to be consulted until the 4th century AD. 
The temple survived until AD 390, when the Roman emperor Theodosius I silenced the 
oracle by destroying the temple and most of the statues and works of art to remove all 
traces of Paganism. 
 
The Delphic Oracle was the most prestigious and authoritative oracle among the Greeks, 
and she was without doubt the most powerful woman of the classical world. 
 

 
Greece, The Apollo 
Temple in Delphi, 1999.  

 

 
Greece  Sanctuary of 
Athene Pronaia, 
Delphi. 1995. 

 

During the war between Athena and Persia, the oracle was on the side of the Persians.  To 
a delegation from Athens she warned; “You are doomed.  Escape to the ends of creation.  
Leave your homes and your citadel your city circles like a wheel.”  The Athenians asked for 
and got, a better oracle “Zeus the all seeing grants to Athena a wall of wood.  It alone will 
not fall but help you and your children.” Adding “Oh divine Salamis, you will destroy 
women’s sons when Demeter’s grain is sown or gathered in at harvest.”  A wall of wood 
will save Athens?  Ah, but the fleet of ships at Salamis certainly did send the Persians back 
to their domain in Asia. 
 
However, the most famous prophesy of the oracle was to Croesus, King of Lydia, who was 
about to wage war with the Persians.   The oracle stated that if Croesus went to war a great 
empire would surely be destroyed.  Thus over confident of winning Croesus went to war 
and his empire was destroyed by Cyrus.  This was a severe misinterpretation. 

New Digs Special 
 

Greece, 150th Anniversary of National Archaeological Museum 
Hellenic Post inaugurates its 2017 publishing program with the issue of stamps dedicated to the 150 years of the 
National Archaeological Museum, honouring his contribution to civilization and to the preservation of Greek cultural 
heritage issued March 14, 2017, general circulation March 15th. 
  The National Archaeological Museum, the oldest museum in the country, is the largest archaeological museum of 
Greek territory and one of the most important in the world. Was founded in 1866 in a plot donated by Helen Tossitsa, 
with initial designs of the architects Ludwig Lange and Panayi Kalkos formed into their final form by Ernest Ziller, in 
order to preserve the antiquities from all over Greece, highlighting their historical, spiritual and artistic value globally. In 
the showcases of the museum is exposed a panorama of the ancient Greek civilization from the beginnings of 
prehistory to late antiquity while at her warehouses are recorded more than two hundred thousand antiquities. 
  The museum itself has a long and turbulent history: in his corridors archaeology meets the history of Greece and the 
historical forms of archaeologists. An important Greek and international research program, variety of educational 
programs, organization of speeches and temporary exhibitions constitute a modern and outgoing National 
Archaeological Museum profile. 

(cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs Special 
Greece, 150th Anniversary of National Archaeological Museum 
"The 3rd of October 2016 marked the completion of 150 years since the foundation of the National Archaeological Museum. The history of 
the biggest museum of Greece forms a long and adventurous chronicle, linked with the cultural climate of Europe in recent times and the 
official policy of the Greek state on the protection of antiquities. Comprising works from all over Greece, Cyprus, Asia Minor, Syria, 
Palestine, Egypt, Sicily and South Italy, the National Archaeological Museum offers in its galleries a multifaceted picture o f the 
archaeological past, from the 6th millennium B.C. to late antiquity. 
The series «Odysseys: 150 years National Archaeological Museum» is inspired by the similarly titled anniversary 
exhibition that focuses on man and the journey of life, his incessant endeavour to harness the forces of nature, to create 
well-governed constitutions and to defy the perishability of human existence with the aid of love and creative action". 
Dr Maria Lagogianni-Georgakarakos 

     
“The Kiss”                                   “Odysseus of Antikythera”        “Diadoumenos”                      “Poseidon of Livadostra”          “Athenian Youth”   
 

   
“The Mycenaean Lady”  
 

Category 0,10 €          “The Kiss”          Quantities  500.000 
Fragment of a red-figured kylix from the excavations of the fill on the Acropolis of 
Athens dated to the end of the 6th c. BC. An erotic couple is most likely presented in 
the tondo. There can be seen the head of a beardless, wreathed youth and the nose, 
lips, and hands of a woman. The female figure is tightly embracing with her left arm 
the head of the youth. With her right fingertips she gracefully caresses his hair. The 
young man is about to kiss the woman. Letters of an inscription are also preserved. 
Scott #2769 

Category 0,50 €          “Odysseus of Antikythera”       Quantities  500.000 
The statue of Parian marble from the Antikythera shipwreck (first half of the 1st c. BC) depicts Odysseus, who is 
securely identified by the cloak fastened on the left shoulder and the piloson the head. The mature, bearded man is 
moving vigorously forward. The adventures of the mythical king of Ithaca served as an eternal symbol of man’s 
torturous path through life and as an inexh (National Archaeological Museum, Γ 5745)  Scott #2770 
Category 0,72 €          “Diadoumenos”        Quantities  1.000.000 
Statue of a young nude male tying a fillet around his head found in the “House of Diadoumenos” on Delos, dated 
around 100 BC.  He has been considered a victorious athlete. The statue was once gilded. It is a Late Hellenistic copy of 
a bronze statue produced around 420 BC by the sculptor Polykleitos.  Scott#2771 
Category 0,90 €    “Poseidon of Livadostra”     Quantities  500.000 
Bronze statue of Poseidon found in the sea to the east of Livadostra Bay, Boeotia, dated around 480 BC. The eyes were 
inlaid in a different material. Poseidon, as master of the seas, was primarily worshipped at seaside locations. To the left, 
the name of the god is written in Linear B script, as it appears on the clay tablets from the Mycenaean palace of Pylos, 
dated around 1200 BC.   Scott #2772 
Category 1,50 €          “Athenian Youth”      Quantities  2.000.000 
A visit to a tomb is depicted on this attic white-ground lekythos from Eretria dated around 440 BC. A deceased youth, 
wearing a chlamys (short mantle) and petasos (broad-brimmed hat)and holding a spear, stands on the left facing his 
grave stele.   Scott #2773 
Category 2,00 €            “The Mycenaean Lady”      Quantities  100.000 
Wall-painting from the Cult Centre of the acropolis of Mycenae dated to the second half of the 13th c. BC, depicting a 
female deity. The goddess with her elaborate hairstyle, luxurious attire, painted lips, eyes and ears, richly adorned with 
jewelry, a pleased smile teasing her lips, is looking at the necklace she holds in her hands, an offering by her 
worshippers.  Scott # 2774 
Designed by  Myrsini Vardopoulou 

(cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs Special 
Greece, 150th Anniversary of National Archaeological Museum 
This set circulates on 15 March 2017, and will be available at the Hellenic post offices through 14 March 2018, unless 
previously sold out. Complete sets will be available at the local Hellenic Post Offices and at the Central Philatelic Office 
until their withdrawal, unless previously sold out. 
 

1. ILLUSTRATED FIRST DAY COVERS (5.000 sets) 
They have a design related to the subject of the Series. 
 

   

  
 

Special First Day Commemorative Postmark 

 

 
Athens National Archaeological 
Museum Set/6 Souvenir Sheets in 
Folder 

 
 

   

SPECIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE COVER 
WITH MEDAL (5.000 pieces) 
 
BOOKLETS OF 10 SELF-
ADHESIVE STAMPS OF THE 
LOWEST INLAND WEIGHT 
CATEGORY (15.000 pieces) 

 

 

New Digs 

 
 

<<  Bosnia (Croat Admin), World Philosophy Day 2016 Aristotle, issued Nov 17, 2016 

 
Aristotle, Philosopher(c. 384 BCE–c. 322 BCE)  Ancient Greek philosopher 
Aristotle, together with Socrates and Plato, laid much of the groundwork for 
western philosophy.  Aristotle was born circa 384 B.C. in Stagira, Greece. When 
he turned 17, he enrolled in Plato’s Academy. In 338, he began tutoring 
Alexander the Great. In 335, Aristotle founded his own school, the Lyceum, in 
Athens, where he spent most of the rest of his life studying, teaching and 
writing. Aristotle died in 322 B.C., after he left Athens and fled to Chalcis. 
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New Digs 

      
Bulgaria, Antique Mosaic Souvenir Sheet, issued April 11, 2017, Designed by Nenko Atanasov 
“Postage stamps with ancient mosaics of the Great Basilica in Plovdiv were put into use today.” The philatelic edition 
dedicated to Plovdiv - European Capital of Culture was validated by the mayor Ivan Totev and Director of Bulgarian 
Posts Dejan Daneshki during a ceremony at the House of Culture "Boris Hristov".  "Today we validate the third edition 
of European Capital of Culture. I hope that by 2019 we are capable of issuing a complete set of brands. Plovdiv is the 
city with the most beautiful and diverse ancient mosaics in this part of Europe, perhaps only bested by Constantinople", 
said Totev. The mayor added that the discoveries of archaeologists in the episcopal basilica already allows for over 2000 
square meters of mosaics to be exposed.  The municipality is working hard on entering the basilica of IV century in the 
World Cultural Heritage by UNESCO. Ivan Totev added that negotiations are being brought forward to hold a World 
Philatelic Exhibition in Plovdiv in 2019.   
“The current edition contains two brands with two vignettes in the flow sheet and a special postmark. An issue of 9000 
pieces is printed on white paper and 2000 – on non-rubberized paper that will be valuable for collectors", said Dejan 
Daneshki. The director of "Bulgarian Posts" recalled that it was in Plovdiv in 1893 where the first philatelic company in 
Bulgaria was founded.  "I cannot count all brands dedicated to Plovdiv. Our aim is to tell about the city that comes 
from antiquity, passed the test of time and retained its beauty", said Daneshki. 
Late antique mosaics are recreated on the marks by the artist Dr. Nenko Atanasov. Upon validation of brands a 
temporary post office was opened from which most avid philatelists were able to buy the new stamps.  

From Bulgaria Post 
 

    
Jersey, SEPAC issue for 2017, Ancient Artifacts, issued April 11, 2017, Scott #       Prestige booklet 

Eight ancient artefacts discovered in the Bailiwick of Jersey will feature on the latest set of stamps to be issued by Jersey 
Post on 11 April 2017.  “Jersey has some of the most important archaeological sites in Europe,” explains James Dann, 
Philatelic Researcher at Jersey Post, “and in recent years, archaeologists and even members of the public have been 
fortunate to unearth some fascinating objects including Celtic and Roman coin hoards, French and Celtic jewellery and 
weapons and tools spanning thousands of years.” 

 (cont’d next page) 
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New Digs 
Jersey, Ancient Artifacts,   (cont’d) 

   The artefacts which feature on this set of stamps were all discovered in Jersey, from the flint arrowhead on the 90p 
stamp which dates back to 2850-2250 BC to the silver and gilt brooch on the £1.07 stamp, dating back to 14th century 
AD. The golden torque which appears on the 49p stamp was found when the world’s largest Celtic coin hoard, Le 
Catillon II, was lifted from a field in the parish of Grouville in 2012. The discovery of the hoard by two Jersey men with 
metal detectors made headlines around the world and the huge collection of coins and jewellery is still being carefully 
excavated by conservators at La Hougue Bie Museum, in view of the public. 
   Seven of the eight artefacts shown on the stamps are now in the care of Jersey Heritage, a local charity that protects 
and promotes Jersey’s rich heritage and cultural environment. They are on display either at La Hougue Bie Museum in 
the east of the Island or the Jersey Museum in the Island’s capital, St Helier. The St Lawrence Pillar, which appears on 
the 73p stamp, can be found in St Lawrence Parish Church. 
   “Jersey Heritage kindly allowed us to have access to the artefacts and working with the team there and local 
photographer, Danny Evans, we were able to arrange for several of the objects to be photographed for this set of 
stamps,” continues James. “It’s amazing to think that ancient civilisations made and used these objects thousands of 
years ago.” 
   In the background of the stamps is an antique map of Jersey, and a spot varnish has been used during the printing 
process to enhance the artefacts. A prestige booklet containing panes of stamps and detailed information about each of 
the objects is also available. 
From Jersey Post 

 

 
Kosovo, Ulpiana Ancient Baptistry  
Issued Dec 15, 2015, Scott # ? 
 

Ulpiana was an ancient Roman city located in what is today Kosovo. It was 
also named Justiniana Secunda. Ulpiana is situated in the municipality of 
Lipljan. In 1955, Ulpiana was added to the Archaeological Sites of 
Exceptional Importance list.  Ulpiana archaeological research for the first 
time took place in 1953 when four graves were dug in the northern part of 
the cemetery.  Investigations are concentrated in the northern settlement 
and cemetery, where different findings have been discovered, such as the 
foundations of a basilica (paleo-Christian)  built at the beginning of the 6th 
century by the Emperor Justinian, the northern entrance of fortification 
walls of the city and Memoriumi, a small room. Since the start of excavation 
in Ulpiana, in this important Roman-Byzantine city there is very little 
written knowledge.  

Ulpiana was mentioned for the first time in the 2nd century BC about archaeological data in the case of counting 
Dardania cities: Naisus, Skupi, Arribantion and Ulpiana.  From before the Roman period, there is no information about 
the city.  The remains of buildings with beautiful mosaics are found in the southern part of the city, which have been 
excavated recently by municipal workers when placing pipes and water pipes across the zone that covers the ancient. In 
1974, at the location of the field Çerkezi, not far from Ulpiana, a large mound was discovered that combustion residue 
contained a princess.  Also discovered was a rich treasure containing silver items, perfume bottles and everyday objects. 
Relying on knowledge of the traditions of burning body and associated objects discovered along with the princess (or 
rather the remains of it) it can be said what the remains are dated it somewhere in the 3rd century BC.  Other research 
in this area took place between 1981-1987, these led from Belgrade Archaeological Institute in cooperation with the 
Institute for Protection of Monuments in Kosovo as well as the Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments and 
the Institute for the Protection & Presentation of Cultural Valuesin Pristina. Mainly focused research in the excavations 
of ancient objects, which were discovered on both sides of the main road linking the ancient cities in the region.  In 
1982, a prehistoric cemetery in the center of the ancient city was discovered dating from the transition period between 
the bronze and iron ages (13th–9th centuries BC). In 1993, the Institute for Protection of Cultural Monuments of 
Pristina, undertook conservation work in memorium and marble sarcophagus. In 1995, repairs to water pipes in the 
area in question led to the discovery of some of the foundations of a building. Determining the exact date of the 
establishment of Ulpiana is not easy.  However, relying on archaeological finds excavated so far as prehistoric ceramics, 
tombs of the Bronze period Lower Bernice culture, as well as other findings early and late period of iron, we can say 
that Ulpianais established on a prehistoric dwelling somewhere in the 1st or 2nd century AD. Construction then 
continued more or less in the 6th century AD. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Lebanon, Museums The National Museum, Mim Museum and Sursock  
Museum, issued May 18, 2017 

LibanPost Celebrated International 
Museum Day with first-issue 
commemorative stamps for the National 
Museum, Mim Museum and Sursock 
Museum under the patronage and in the 
presence of the Minister of Telecom-
munications H.E. Jamal Al Jarrah, 
LibanPost celebrated “International 
Museum Day”, to honor three renowned

Lebanese museums with commemorative stamps: The National Museum, Mim Museum and Sursock Museum. 
An event hosted by Mr. Rony Alfa was held at Sursock Museum in the presence of a the Minister of Culture H.E. 
Ghattas Khoury, Dr. Tarek Mitri, Lebanese former Government Minister, Lebanese officials, museum councils, media 
representatives and stamp collectors. 
  Mr. Khalil Daoud, CEO and General Manager of LibanPost, commented on the occasion: “Lebanon has a rich history 
part of which has shaped our culture. With institutions such as these great museums, our culture remains persevered 
and is showcased to the world. By launching these commemorative first issue stamps today, we are recognizing and 
honoring these museums and in turn our heritage.” 
  H.E. Jamal Al Jarrah, Minister of Telecommunications, commented on the event saying: “we are proud to be here 
today to say to the Lebanese people and to the world that our country’s culture and civilization is preserved. This event 
sheds light on the people behind these museums that reflect the bright history of this country”. 
  There was also a speech for the Minister of Culture, Mr. Ghattas Khoury, in which he stressed on the importance of 
this honor, saying: “We are gathered today to shed light on Lebanon’s rich history and culture, which is commemorated 
in these three stamps and these famous museums. How special it is to send a letter abroad with a stamp that reflects the 
culture and civilization of this nation. ”  During the event at Surscok Museum, videos from the National Museum and 
Mim Museum were showcased, highlighting the respective collections and works of art in each. 
 

 
Norway,  150th anniversary of finding of Tune Viking ship, 
issued April 21, 2017 
 

The Tune ship was found in 1867 on the farm of 
Nedre Haugen on the island of Rolvsøy, near 
Fredrikstad. It was the first Viking ship to be excavated 
and is still one of the best preserved Viking ships in the 
world.  The Haugen ship ( also known as Tuneskipet) 
is exhibited in the Viking Ship useum in Bygdøy, Oslo.  
The ship is of the karve, a small type of longship with 
broad hull. It was found at the Haugen farm on the 
island of Rolvsøy in the parish of Tune in Østfold, 

Norway.  It was discovered in a ship burial mound. It was discovered when the burial mound was opened by the local 
people, and the site was excavated by archaeologist Oluf Rygh in 1867. It is a big misunderstanding that someone 
thought Professor Rygh named the ship after excavation. This is due to the discovery being located close to Rostad 
ship. In Rolvsøy you have found 3 Viking ships; Rostad ship (1751), Haugen ship (1867), Valle boat (1894). There has 
also been found a chamber tomb, Haugen chamber tomb, in the same area.  The Haugen ship is fragmentary, but may 
have been up to 22 metres (72 ft) long. It is 4.35 metres (14.3 ft) wide and would have had 11 or 12 pairs of oars. The 
length of the keel is approximately 14 metres (46 ft). The ship was built around AD 900. It was made principally 
of clinkered oak planks. It is of rugged construction with naturally grown ribs, thick crossbeams and a solid gunwale.  
 

      

 
Which one is correct???  Two illustrations same 
stamp?  Two different sites had the stamp, but 
different illustrations.  Could there be two?  One 
regular and one self-adhesive? 
 

Slovenia, Cave Lion Mammal Fossils, Issued March 17, 2017  

The Cave Lion (Panthera leo spelaea) was almost certainly the terror of other Ice Age creatures, thanks to its size and 
bloodthirsty nature.  Its remains have been found across almost the whole of Europe and the remains of cave lion cubs 
frozen in the Siberian tundra are still being discovered today.  Despite its name the largest Ice Age predator did not  
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New Digs 
Slovenia, Cave Lion Mammal Fossils, (cont’d) 
actually live in caves.  Its bones however, have been found in large quantities in the sediments of dark cave passages.   
  The cave lion lived on the open plains and probably followed the great herds of horses, bison and other large mammals.  It’s 
biggest competitors were the Ice Age leopard and cave hyena.  As far as the territory of Slovenia is concerned, the cave lion only 
lived here during very warm periods between ice ages, when the climate and territory were similar to today’s African savanna.  The 
last cave lions in central Europe died out between 25,000 and 15,000 BC.  They remained longest in Siberia and Alaska, right up 
until the end of the Pleistocene.  The cave lion was also viewed with great respect by Ice Age humans, who drew pictures of it on 
the walls of their caves and honored it as a remarkable and wonderful animal.  Modest finds of bones from just six sites are the only 
evidence of the presence of the cave lion in Slovenia. The best preserved remains have been found in the Pleistocene strata of 
Postojna Cave, and in fact the lower jawbone featured on our stamp comes from here. A few more bones and teeth have been 
unearthed in a filled cave near Črni Kal and a minor karst pothole near Lesno Brdo not far from Vrhnika. Remains have also been 
found in Mokriška Jama, a cave high up in the Kamnik-Savinja Alps. The other two sites are Divje Babe I, a cave above the valley 
of the Idrijca, and Lukova Jama, a cave in the Kolpa Valley. The present modest collection of cave lion remains seems certain to 
grow in the future, since even now the indications are that the cave lion was once found throughout the territory of present-day 
Slovenia. The cave lion is known from Paleolithic cave paintings, ivory carvings, and clay figurines. These represen-tations indicate 
cave lions had rounded, protruding ears, tufted tails, possibly faint tiger-like stripes, and at least some had a "ruff" or primitive mane 
around their necks, possibly indicating males. Other archaeological artifacts indicate they were featured in Paleolithic religious 
rituals. In France's Chauvet cave, there is a drawing, which was estimated to be 30,000 years old, and depicts two cave lions walking 
together, with one in the foreground, and the other in the background. 
 

Spain is famous for its art and culture, with magnificent museums conserving 
and displaying its heritage throughout the country.  Once again, Correos is 
helping to inform people about these buildings, which contain pieces of 
incalculable value and a wide variety of themes. 
  The National Museum of Underwater Archaeology in Cartagena, the Centre 
Pompidou Málaga, and the Museum of La Rioja are the subjects of three new 
Premium Sheets, one for each museum. Each sheet includes 12 stamps. 
  The National Museum of Underwater Archaeology in Cartagena was founded 
in 1980 to coordinate and direct the study and treatment of artefacts originating 
from underwater sites. The new museum building was officially opened on 26 
November 2008. Designed by the prestigious architect Guillermo Vázquez 
Consuegra, it is located on the Alfonso XII quay in Cartagena. It contains 
archaeological material relating to Mediterranean maritime trade, from 
Phoenician, Punic, Ancient Greek and Roman times. 
  Centre Pompidou Málaga: in recent years, the city of Málaga has become one 
of Spain's most important cultural and artistic capitals. This is attested by the 
increasing number of museums in the city. One of the most recent additions to 
the Costa del Sol's capital is the Centre Pompidou, the first foreign outpost of 
this colossus of the Parisian art world. Its permanent collection covers five 
themes: metamorphosis, the body in pieces, the body politic, self-portraits and 
the man with no face.  The stamp and the  Premium  Sheet are  illustrated  with 

 
Spain, Museums – Fine Arts, Archaeology, 
issued March 27, 2017 

Daniel Buren's Incubé.  
  The Museum of La Rioja: Since 1971, the Museum of La Rioja has been located in the Espartero Palace, Logroño. It exhibits 
paintings and sculptures from the 12th to the 19th century, although there are also two sections dedicated to ethnography and 
contemporary art. Exhibits include the Tablas de San Millán, panels from a 14th-century triptych. The stamp shows one of the 
museum rooms dedicated to the Renaissance period.  

 

  

 
 
 
<<United Arab Emirates, World’s 
Oldest Pearl, issued 2016, no Scott # 
assigned. 
 
See Archaeology Today for “Oldest 
Natural Pearl Found in Arabia” By 
Rossella Lorenzi, Discovery News, 
originally published June 18, 2012.  
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Questionable New Digs  (For the Record) 
 

 

Iraq, UNESCO World Heritage Marshes & 
Antiquities, 4 stamps plus souvenir sheet, the UPU 
website only has registered stamps for Iraqipost for 
2010.  I found this set on the internet way back in 
February or March but have not been able to find 
anything about it.  I don’t even remember where I 
came across this set.  There are some very strange 
things on the “web” and not all of them are 
representations of actual stamp issues.  If anybody 
has any further information about this set, please 
send it to me for publication. 
 
The stamps have the UNESCO emblem and the 
emblem of the World Heritage Sites.  It has a year of 
2016.  I put “archaeology postage stamps” in Googe 
and this set was one among several.  I am unable to 
determine whether these were actually issued. 
 

          
 

Archaeology Today 
 

Oldest Natural Pearl Found in Arabia 
By Rossella Lorenzi, Discovery News | June 18, 2012 04:49pm ET  

 
The oldest pearl in the world. 
Credit: Ken Walton/CNRS.  

French researchers have unearthed the oldest natural pearl ever found at a 
Neolithic site in Arabia, suggesting that pearl oyster fishing first occurred in this 
region of the world.  Discovered in the Emirate of Umm al Quwain, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the pearl was believed to have originated between 5547 and 5235 
BC.   "Gemmologists and jewellers have popularised the idea that the oldest pearl 
in the world is the 5000-year-old Jomon pearl from Japan. Discoveries made on 
the shores of south-eastern Arabia show this to be untrue," Vincent Charpentier, 
Sophie Méry and colleagues at the French Foreign Ministry's archeological mission 
in the UAE, wrote in the journal Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy.  

Some 7,500 years old and 0.07 inches in diameter, the newly discovered pearl  is just the last of a series of findings at 
archeological sites in the Arabian Peninsula.  Over the years, researchers unearthed a total of 101 Neolithic pearls, 
coming from the large pearl oyster Pinctada margaritifera and from Pinctada radiata, a much smaller, easier to collect 
species, which provides higher quality pearls.  "The discovery of archaeological pearls demonstrates an ancient fishing 
tradition that no longer exists today," wrote the researchers. 
  Although diving for pearls was difficult and dangerous, mother-of-pearl was an important resource in the economy of 
local Neolithic societies, said the researchers.  The large valves of P. margaritifera's were used to make fish hooks for the 
capture of fish as large as tuna and sharks, while spherically shaped pearls were collected for their esthetic value and for 
funeral rites.  Indeed, the Umm al Quwain pearl, which was not drilled, had been recovered from a grave. 
  According to the researchers, findings at local necropolis reveal that pearls were often placed on the deceased's face, 
often above the upper lip.  In the fifth millennium BC, half-drilled natural pearls were associated with men, and full-
drilled pearls with women.  "In this region, pearls still hold an important place. Indeed, today they remain a central, 
identifying "element," the researchers wrote.                        This story was provided by Discovery News. 
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Archaeology Today 
Restored Roman Catacombs Reveal Stunning Frescoes 
Centuries of grime have been removed from two chambers of the Domitilia catacombs, exposing images of fourth-
century Rome.  The Domitilla catacombs are the largest underground burial chambers in Rome, housing 26,250 burials 
in a seven-odd mile stretch underneath the metropolis. While the area is a historian's dream, for centuries much of the 
information the catacombs offer on early Christianity has been obscured by layers of soot, algae and chalk. Now, 
reports Daniela Petroff at the Associated Press, two chambers of the catacombs have been restored, revealing the 
underlying frescoes and graffiti for the first time in centuries.  Petroff reports that the chambers' restored frescoes 
hearken back to Rome’s pagan roots and early Biblical influences. There are grapevines and cupids, as well as depictions 
of Noah and his ark, Daniel and the lions and Christ and his apostles.  Elisabetta Povoledo at The New York 
Times reports that workers used lasers to strip the crusty deposits off the frescoes "millimeter by millimeter." 
That painstaking work paid off—researchers were able to date the restored images to the second half of the fourth 
century.  “These works show the difficult path the Romans walked on the way to their new faith,” Giovanni Carru, of 
the Pontifical Commission of Sacred Art, tells Petroff.  Sarah Bond at Forbes reports that the frescoes also shed light 
on every day life in ancient Rome from the grain and baking trades. Bread was incredibly important in the Roman 
empire and artwork discovered illustrate the many people employed in making sure grain made it to the imperial city. 
Researchers discovered a piece of trivia as well among the art. One of the restored frescoes includes the name 
Antonio Bosio. The Italian scholar rediscovered the catacombs under Rome in 1593, and at some point decided to 
scrawl his name in big black letters above Christ and his disciples, reports Povoledo. 
  A museum that includes artifacts from Romes catacombs is currently being completed and the restored chambers 
themselves will be open to the public later this summer. Povoledo reports that the restoration of the catacombs will 
continue since there are dozens of similar chambers waiting for the layers of grime to be peeled back. 
By Jason Daley,   SMITHSONIAN.COM ,  June 5, 2017 
 

Researchers Analyze Burial of Ancient Celtic Prince 
French researchers are looking at the construction, composition and origin of artifacts found with the 2,500-year-old 
skeleton.  In 2015, archaeologists in Lavau, France, discovered one of the country’s greatest archeological finds in 
centuries. In an area being developed as an industrial park, they came across the burial mound of a Celtic prince buried 
in his chariot along with an assortment of ornate grave goods. Now, Léa Surugue at The International Business Times, 
researchers are starting to discover how and where many of the treasures were made. 
  According to Tia Ghose at Live Science, the tomb is believed to be 2,500 years old and shows that the Celts, a culture 
dating back to the late Bronze Age, were part of the Mediterranean trade network that included civilizations like the 
Greeks and Etruscans. Among the goods found in the grave were pottery and gold-decorated drinkware as well as a 
large cauldron decorated with images of the Greek river god Achelous along with eight lion heads. Inside the cauldron 
there is an image of a Dionysus, the god of wine, looking at a woman.  Ghose reports that merchants from Mediterran-
ean cultures often made lavish gifts to Celtic rulers in centrally located hubs or who controlled important river valleys, 
hoping to open trade routes to central Europe. That’s likely how the Lavau prince was able to acquire his wealth. 
  Now, Surugue reports that researchers at France’s National Institute for Preventive Archaeological Research (INRAP) 
have begun analyzing the cauldron, gold jewelry and other artifacts found with the prince. Using x-rays, tomography 
and 3D photography, the researchers are determining the state of preservation of the artifacts as well as their 
composition. According to Surugue, so far the analysis shows that a belt worn by the prince was woven with threads 
made of silver, something not found in other Celtic artifacts. Analysis of the bronze in the cauldron shows it was 
produced by master craftsman who perfected the arts of smelting ore and engraving metal. Even more, the work shows 
a blending of cultures. One elaborate jug is made of Greek ceramic, decorated in gold with Etruscan figures but also 
includes silver Celtic designs. 
  According to a press release, the researchers also examined a sheath that held a knife, finding that it contained very 
fine bronze threads. They also found that the gold torc—or neck bracelet—as well as several gold bangles show wear 
marks where they rubbed again the prince’s skin.  The analysis has cleared up one nagging question as well. Researchers 
were unsure if the skeleton covered in gold jewelry and bangles was a prince or a princess. Analysis of the pelvic bones 
shows that the Lavau Prince is indeed a prince.  According to the press release, INRAP will continue to analyze the 
prince and his priceless belongings through 2019. 
By Jason Daley,  smithsonian.com,  June 1, 2017 
 

Hebrew Inscription Ordering Wine Found on Ancient Pottery Shard 
The shard was discovered in the 1960s and studied extensively, but researchers did not see a faded message on its 
reverse side.  Some 2,600 years ago, in the land of ancient Israel, a military official inked a request onto the reverse side  

(cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeology Today 
 

Hebrew Inscription Ordering Wine Found on Ancient Pottery Shard    (cont’d) 
of a pottery shard: “If there is any wine, send [quantity].” Archaeologists found the shard in the 1960s, but the boozy 
inscription, which had faded to near invisibility, went unnoticed for decades.  
  In a happy accident, researchers at Tel Aviv University recently brought the hidden message to light, Amanda 
Borschel-Dan reports for the Times of Israel. The team was using multispectral imaging, an image enhancement technique 
that relies on wavelength bands across the electromagnetic spectrum, to improve the clarity of another inscription on 
the pottery shard that was already known to researchers. Then Michael Cordonsky, an imaging lab and system manager 
at the university, decided to flip the pottery shard over. 
  What he saw came as a complete surprise: 50 characters, making up 17 words, etched onto the back of the fragment. 
Describing their new find in the journal PLOS One, researchers note that the inscription appears to be a continuation of 
the message on the front side, which included a blessing and a discussion of money transfers. The faded inscription, in 
addition to asking for more libations, promised “a guarantee for assistance if the addressee has any requests of his 
own," Arie Shaus, a doctoral student in applied mathematics at Tel Aviv University, says in a statement. "It concludes 
with a request for the provision of a certain commodity to an unnamed person,” Shaus continues, “and a note regarding 
a 'bath,' an ancient measurement of wine carried by a man named Ge'alyahu." 
  The ink-inscribed pottery shard, also known as an ostracon, was first discovered in 1965 at Tel Arad, a desert fortress 
west of the Dead Sea. According to Laura Geggel of Live Science, the artifact was dated to about 600 B.C., just before the 
Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem and toppled the Kingdom of Judah. Tel Arad, which was 
occupied by 20 to 30 soldiers, was located on the southern border of Judah. Archaeologists found 91 ostraca there, the 
majority of which are addressed to the quartermaster Elyashiv, who would have been responsible for storing and 
distributing provisions. The newly discovered inscription was sent to Elyashiv by one Hananyahu, who may have been a 
quartermaster at a fortress in Beersheba, Borschel-Dan reports. 
  Using multi-spectral imaging, researchers were also able to illuminate four new lines of text inscription on the front of 
the ostracon. "[E]ach new line, word, and even a single sign is a precious addition to what we know about the First 
Temple period,” Anat Mendel-Geberovich, a professor at the university’s archaeology department, says in the 
statement. The team’s findings also raise an intriguing question: How many other fragments, long assumed to be blank, 
contain a secret message? 
By Brigit Katz,  smithsonian.com,  June 22, 2017 10:34AM 
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Member Ad 
Crazy in Love with German Colonies and German States philatelics.  Will spend lavishly for quality colections of these 
historic stamps.  Send me information on what you’d be willing to sell and . . . Let’s Make A Deal!! 
Christopher Kolker  (kolkermd@att.net 

 

 

 
Have you visited out website recently?   A membership application is available for printing, so is a flyer 
advertising our club.  They print easily for those of you attending stamp shows around the country to leave at the 
literature table. 
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