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Rameses II 
By Caroline Scannell 
 

 
Rameses II (Ramses the Great) was the third king of the 19th dynasty, New Kingdom, 
son of Seti I, was around 20 years old when he became king of Egypt – and then reigned 
for 67 years (1279–1213BC). He had many wives, and was the father of about 111 sons 
and 51 daughters.  Many have been found buried in KV5 by Kent Weeks in his Theban 
Mapping Project.   
 
As a result of his long reign, being both one of the most prolific builders of the entire 
dynastic period and the aforementioned usurpation of monuments, and his being the 
strongest king since the Amarna Period, Rameses was the pharaoh most responsible for 
the attempt to erase it from history.  In addition to his wars with the Hittites and Libyans, 
he is known for his extensive building programs and for the many colossal statues of him 
found all over Egypt. 

 
Rameses II, Egypt issued 
1959, Scott#479

 

 
Egypt issued 1921-2 
Scott#70, 

He is often regarded as the greatest, most celebrated, and most powerful pharaoh of the 
Egyptian Empire. His successors and later Egyptians called him the "Great Ancestor". 
Ramesses II led several military expeditions into the Levant, reasserting Egyptian control 
over Canaan. He also led expeditions to the south, into Nubia, commemorated in 
inscriptions at Beit el-Wali and Gerf Hussein. 
 
The best-known achievements of Ramses the Great are his architectural endeavors, most 
notable the Ramesseum and the temples of Abu Simbel.  His interest in architecture resulted 
in the erection of more monuments than any other Egyptian pharaoh.

 
Many temples and monuments attributed to Ramses II still dominate the landscape of Egypt today.  Few realize he 
negotiated the first peace treaty, between Egypt and the Hittites after the Battle of Kadesh. 
 

 
Ramesseum, Mar 9,1947,Scott #B10 

 

Ramesseum, funerary temple of Ramses II, erected on the west bank of the Nile 
River at Thebes in Upper Egypt. The temple, famous for its 57-foot seated 
statue of Ramses II (of which today only fragments are left), was dedicated to 
the god Amon and the deceased king. The walls of the Ramesseum, which is 
only about half preserved, are decorated with reliefs, including scenes depicting 
the Battle of Kadesh, the Syrian wars, and the Festival of Min.  This temple is 
identified with the “Tomb of Osymandias” described by the Greek historian 
Diodorus Siculus in the 1st century BC, and the shattered colossus of Ramses 
was the subject of Percy Bysshe Shelley’s poem “Ozymandias.” 

(cont’d pg 3) 
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From the Editor:     
Well, the big show is over, for another 10 years.  This was 
my third I attended; 1997 in SanFrancisco, 2006 in 
Washington DC and 2016 in NYC.  Next stop?  Boston!  
While I did not find much to buy at the show, I managed to 
make some contacts. 
 
The show included thousands of frames of exhibits so I had 
to pick wisely which I would spend time at.  I toured the 
topicals of course.  There was one about the first 4 UPU 
Congresses and another on Ancient Peru, with many, many 
stamps depicting archaeology of that country.  It was so well 
done that it made sense to me!  I took notes so I could get 
the stamp illustrations and put together something for 
OWA.  Now, where did I put those notes? 
 
I got two new members for OWASU at the ATA booth.  
Like meeting at the clock at Grand Central Station, it gives 
me a good centralized place to meet with whoever I am 
meeting.   
 
I met people I have not seen for more than 10 or even 15 
years!  And met several of our new members.   
 
I met a woman who had a 13 year old relative who was 
interested in becoming an archaeologist.  I gave her several 
issues of OWA for her niece.  No reason she can’t collect 
stamps!  Whether she joins OWASU or not, stamps are a 
great way to remember all those things you need to pass 
tests in school.  Lots of things you learn through stamps 
help you with Trivial Pursuit, Jeopardy and ‘write an essay 
about anything’.   
 
But I found nothing to buy.  What was on offer was 
extremely overpriced.  At least three times what is was 
worth.   
 
As I write this it is almost July 4th and I am finishing one 
quilt and ready to put another into the frame as soon as I 
put a back to one of the two tops I have made.  Then I will 
start my tours of the local farms; sitting in the sun 
improving my vitamin D level.  Evenings I work on my 
stamp collections. 
 
There are only a few New Digs this issue.  Although more 
stamps are being issued the last month than the previous 
months for more than a year, less depict archaeology topics.  
We complain when too many stamps are being issued, and 
we complain when not enough stamps are being issued for 
our topic!  Average is about 15 per OWA issue. 
                 

Caroline 
   



Rameses II 
By Caroline Scannell     (cont’d from pg 1) 
 

 
Tchad, Mar 9, 1964, Scott#CB2 
 

 

Ramesses II also campaigned south of the first cataract into Nubia. By the time 
of Ramesses, Nubia had been an Egyptian colony for two hundred years, but its 
conquest was recalled in decoration from the temples Ramesses II built at Beit 
el-Wali (which was the subject of epigraphic work by the Oriental Institute 
during the Nubian salvage campaign of the 1960s), Gerf Hussein and Kalabsha 
in northern Nubia.  

On the south wall of the Beit el-Wali temple, Ramesses II is depicted charging into battle against the Nubians in a war 
chariot, while his two young sons, Amun-her-khepsef and Khaemwaset, are shown behind him, also in war chariots. A 
wall in one of Ramesses's temples says he had to fight one battle with the Nubians without help from his soldiers. 
 

 
France, Sept 4, 1976, Scott #1467 

 

Battle of Kadesh, (1275BC), major battle between the Egyptians under Ramses 

II and the Hittites under Muwatallis, in Syria, southwest of Ḥimṣ, on the 
Orontes River. Seeking to recapture the Hittite-held city of Kadesh in Syria, 
Ramses II invaded Syria with four divisions and an auxiliary force. Muwatallis 
gathered a large alliance among his vassal states and, hiding his army behind the 
city mound, sent out false reports that he was further north at Aleppo. Ramses 
fell into the trap and rushed his army toward Kadesh, his units stretched along 
the Orontes valley road. Toward evening, the king with the first division reached 
Kadesh and set up camp. Too late, two captured Hittite scouts confessed the 
actual situation.  

The Hittites forded the river and, after routing the second division, stormed the Egyptian camp. With his first division 
destroyed, Ramses was saved mostly by his auxiliary force that struck the attacking Hittites in the rear. Pushing the 
Hittites into the river, the mauled Egyptians retained the battlefield. The next day, after indecisive fighting, Ramses was 
compelled to withdraw his battered army; and, in the aftermath, the Hittites advanced south to the region of Damascus, 
halting the Egyptian resurgence into Syria.  
 

 
Algeria, June 28, 1964, Scott#317 

 

In the 21st year of his reign (1258BC), Ramesses decided to conclude an 
agreement with the new Hittite king, Hattusili III, at Kadesh to end the conflict. 
The ensuing document is the earliest known peace treaty in world history. The 
peace treaty was recorded in two versions, one in Egyptian hieroglyphs, the 
other in Akkadian, using cuneiform script; both versions survive. Such dual-
language recording is common to many subsequent treaties. This treaty differs 
from others, in that the two language versions are differently worded.  While the 
majority of text is identical, the Hittite version says the Egyptians came suing for 
peace, and the Egyptian version says the reverse. 

 
The treaty was given to the Egyptians in the form of a silver plaque, and this "pocket-book" version was taken back to 
Egypt and carved into the Temple of Karnak.  Its 18 articles call for peace between Egypt and Hatti and then proceeds 
to maintain that their respective gods also demand peace.  
 

      

 
These stamps all depict 
Rameses, smiting his enemies 
on Guinea #351 far left 
issued Nov 19, 1964, and as 
benevolent ruler Egypt, issued 
1973, Scott #892, Rameses II, 
#1511, July 1, 1993 and Rameses 
II, issued 1957-8, Scott #414. 

(cont’d pg 4) 
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Rameses II 
By Caroline Scannell     (cont’d from pg 3) 
 

 
Egypt 1967. Queen Nefertari and Ramses II. 
 

 
In 1255BC Ramesses and his queen Nefertari had traveled into Nubia to 
inaugurate a new temple, the great Abu Simbel. It is an ego cast in stone; 
the man who built it intended not only to become Egypt's greatest 
pharaoh but also one of its gods.  
 

The temples at Abu Simbel may well have been listed as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, if they were 
not off the (Greek) track.  Looking at those edifices, carved into a mountain that had been hollowed out to contain the 
structures, they are in fact gigantic sculptures.  The site consists of two separate temples, the larger one for Rameses and 
the other for his favorite wife, Nefertari.    
 

   
Egypt Temple of Ramses II Abu Simbel.    Egypt Temple of Queen Nefertari at 
Dec 22,1959, Scott #483.                            Abu Simbel, Nov 14,1960, Scott #515 
 

In the mid-20th century, when the 
reservoir that was created by the 
construction of the nearby Aswan 
High Dam threatened to submerge 
Abu Simbel, UNESCO and the 
Egyptian government sponsored a 
project to save the site. An 
international fund-raising campaign 
was initiated by UNESCO in 1959.  

Between 1963 and 1968 a workforce and an international team of engineers and scientists, supported by funds from 
more than 50 countries, dug away the top of the cliff and completely disassembled both temples by cutting them into 
blocks and reconstructing them on high ground more than 200 feet above their previous site. In 1979 Abu Simbel, 
Philae, and other nearby monuments were collectively designated a UNESCO World Heritage site. 
 
Rameses' temple is dedicated to Ptah; the god 
of the underworld, Amon, Ra-Harakhte; a 
form of the god Horus.  Four seated statues of  
Rameses flank the entrance! each more than 65 
feet high, the front of the temple is about 120 
feet and it is more than 100 feet high.  Smaller 
statues of the royal family are also carved at 
the entrance, including Nefertari and some of 
his many children. 

   
Egypt, Ramses is surrounded by the three gods. 
Oct 22, 1995, Scott#1600, note color difference for same stamp. 

Inside the temple is a grouping of the three gods to whom the temple is dedicated with Rameses seated among them.  
The ancient Egyptian religion believed their pharaoh was a god and he ruled as a god.   
  

 

<<  God Horus and façade of Nefertari Temple, Oct 24, 1964, Scott #652. 
 

Nefertari was the Great Wife of Rameses II.  She is often depicted at his side.  Few queens 
of Egypt held power as she did.  The smaller temple at Abu Simbel was dedicated to both 
her and the goddess Hathor, who is depicted with cows ears.  Nefertari died some time 
around the 25th year of Rameses’ reign and was buried in the Valley of the Queens.  Her 
tomb is among the most beautiful of all the Egyptian tombs.   

 
“My love is unique, no one can rival her, for she is the most beautiful woman alive.  Just by passing, she has stolen away 
my heart.” 
   --Rameses II 

(cont’d pg 5) 
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Rameses II 
By Caroline Scannell                   (cont’d from pg 4) 
 
The smaller temple, Nefertari's temple, is dedicated to the goddess 
Hathor.  Six huge statues, each more than 30 feet high flank the entrance.  
Four are of Rameses and two are of Nefertari.  They are carved into a 
cliff face 90 feet long and 40 feet high, roughly one-third the size of 
Rameses's temple.  Inside Nefertari is deified next to Hathor, who is 
portrayed with cows ears. 

     

    
Congo, Hathor Pillar,    Egypt, Hathor Pillar 
Mar 9,1964,Scott#CB3  Jan 2, 1980, 
Scott#1126 

Palestine, issued 1958,   Hathor, 1973,            Hathor, Jan 8, 1914, 
Scott #N68                   Scott#898                 Scott #51 

 
They were almost completely covered in sand when first seen by explorer 
Burckhardt in 1813.  When it was found that damming the Nile would mean these 
temples would be inundated by the Nile and the lake the dam would create! 
UNESCO became involved with finding a way to save them.  Even today they are 
not easy to reach and require a special flight from Luxor.  Several plans were 
discussed but the one decided upon was to cut the entire mountain into pieces, 
number them, and reconstruct the mountain on higher ground.   
 

 
Nefertari, issued Nov 1, 1963,  
Scott #153.

   

 

The entrance to Nefertari’s temple is flanked by six 
standing statues of Nefertari and Rameses II. On each 
side there are 2 statues of Rameses and 1 of Nefertari, 
each stands over 33 feet tall. Nefertari’s temple also 
honors Hathor, the goddess of love and music.  

Rameses Temple issued Oct 24,  Nefertari’s Temple Oct 24, 
1963, Scott C103                         1963, Scott C102 
 

Inside the temple is a famous relief of Nefertari being crowned by goddesses Hathor and Isis, which is depicted on many 
stamps which were issued to publicize the plight of these monuments in the 1960s. 
 

    
Oct 1, 1963          Oct 7, 2013 

The entrance to Rameses’ temple is flanked by 4 seated statues of Rameses, 67 
feet high. Built to venerate the divine nature of the Pharaoh on the outskirts 
of his Empire in upper Egypt. The temple is aligned in such a way that twice a 
year, summer and winter solstice, the sun’s rays penetrate to the innermost 
sanctuary to illuminate statues of gods Ptah, Amun Ra, Rameses II, and Re-
Horakhty. 
 

Ramses II mummy was moved from his original burial place in the  Valley of 
the Kings during the period of looting of the tombs. His mummy was moved 
to tomb DB320, located near Deir el-Bahri, where it would be safe from tomb 
robbers. It was found there in 1881 and moved to Cairo's Egyptian Museum.   

Scott #590,          Scott #2108 
 

The mummy tells us that Ramses II was rather short for an ancient Egyptian: 5ft7 (170cm). It also shows us his hooked 
nose, red hair and wounds and fractures incurred in battle, and that he suffered from arthritis. 
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Alhambra & Merida:  Spanish Archaeology at Its Finest 
By Christopher Kolker 
 

      
Fig#1 Amphitheater of Merida, UN            Fig#2 The Alhambra, UN (NY) 
(NY) Scott 785                                            Scott 784, issued Oct 6,2000. 

Browsing through the first day covers 
of the United Nations, I am always 
struck by the elegance and beauty of 
the Granada – Merida World 
Heritage Site stamps. Both are a 
display of ancient architecture at its 
finest, and both have beauty that 
explains why we study and enjoy 
archaeology in the first place. 

 
Alhambra is the newer and better preserved site on this first day cover. It is located in Granada, Andalusia, Spain. It was 
constructed in AD89 where Roman fortifications had been as a small fortress. It gradually withered in to a state of decay 
and disrepair.   However, in the mid-13th century, the Moorish emir Mohammed ben Al-Ahmar built Alhambra as a 
palace, and in 1333 it became the Royal Palace for the Sultan of Granada. 
 
After Ferdinand and Isabella had successfully recaptured all of Spain for Christendom, Alhambra became the royal court. 
This palace is actually where Christopher Columbus received his royal endorsement for his voyages. 

 

       
Fig#1, First Day Cover Cancellation of UN (NY) 784-785      Fig#4, View of the Alhambra 
 

Why does Alhambra matter? Because it is considered to be one of the finest examples of Islamic architecture, especially in 
its final European stages. Alhambra is one of the few places that have no Byzantine influences in its Moorish architecture. 
It is characterized by palace buildings that are quadrangular, an open-air court, and the liberal use of gardens and flowing 
water. 
 

Alhambra was designed to be a “paradise on earth”, and its reflecting pools and arcades were designed to enhance this 
feeling. As with most arabesque architecture, the sun was allowed to freely illuminate the gardens creating an illusion of an 
oasis.  The focus of Alhambra was on the interior of the palace and that oasis; as a result, the exterior of Alhambra is 
actually plain and drab.  However, what makes Alhambra even more distinct is the fact that it has had several revisions. 
After the Christians took over, they began to alter Alhambra. Much of the furniture with arabesque artwork was 
destroyed, the paintings were removed, and any fresco depictions were whitewashed. 
 

(cont’d pg 7) 
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Alhambra & Merida:  Spanish Archaeology at Its Finest 
By Christopher Kolker                    (cont’d from pg 6) 
 

    
Fig#5, The Court Of Charles V in the Alhambra                                                                Fig#6, Murqarnas, (stalactite) ceiling                                                                  
a                                                                                                                                          decorations in the Alhambra. 
 

However, much remains. The Muqarnas (stalactite) ceiling decorations are still very visible as well as the arabesque designs 
around the Windows. The court of the lions, remained relatively unchanged is an excellent example of Moorish 
architecture and garden design. 
 

             
Fig#7, Overview diagram of the Roman          Fig#8, the Palace of Generalife  
Amphitheater of Merida                                   at the Alhambra 

 

 
One of the outlying buildings is called 
the Palacio de Generalife, which is 
loosely translated to the  “Garden of  the 
architect”. This villa was built at the 
beginning of the 14th century. It is on a 
little pathway called the Villa of the 
Martyrs, so named for the Christian 
slaves were forced to build the Alhambra 
and the Palacio de Generalife.  These 
slaves were confined in subterranean 
cells underneath this palace. At least 200 
at a time could be housed. Several 
Roman tombs have been found 
underneath Generalife as well. 

 
 

 
Fig#9, A stunning view of the Merida Amphitheater 
 

Alhambra is certainly one of the most impressive 
archaeological and historical sites in all of Spain. But if it 
has a rival, it would have to be the Roman colony of 
Emirita Augusta, in present day Merida. This ancient city 
includes the Roman amphitheater that is seen on the stamp 
as well as aqueducts, bridges, a temple of Diana, the so-
called Trajan arch, and a whole host of other buildings 
from Roman times. 

Emirita Augusta was founded in 25 BC by the Emperor Augustus. It was used to settle emeriti soldiers who were 
discharged from the Roman army in good standing. Then, as now, taking care of veteran soldiers was considered an 
honorable act to do.  Besides, having experienced warriors with time on their hands was considered a potentially 
dangerous situation. For both reasons, providing a good and comfortable life for these soldiers was a top priority for the 
emperor. 

(cont’d pg 8) 
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Alhambra & Merida:  Spanish Archaeology at Its Finest 
By Christopher Kolker 
 
The amphitheater itself was used for gladiator fights as 
well as combats between animals or men and animals 
called venationes.  It had an elliptical shape, with the 
major axis of 413 feet and the minor axis of 335 feet. The 
inner arena, the so-called stage, was 210 by hundred and 
35 feet. 
 
The structure was very much like a modern coliseum:   the 
Romans even had a special spectator podium for the elite.  
They built three levels of seating: the Ima Cavea, the 
Media Cavea, and the Summa Cavea (inner, middle and 
upper seating).  Underneath the arena was a fossa 
bestiaria, where the Romans housed animals housed 
before being put on stage.  Leading to the fossa bestiaria 
were two separate passageways:  the porta libitinensis and 
the porta triumphalis.  Just like with any arena this day, the 
best seats were in front, and a certain amount, usually 
around 10% of the best seats, were reserved for the elite. 

 

 
Fig#10, The Puente Romano of Merida, Spain 

 
 

 
Fig#11, The Temple of Diana of Merida, Spain 

 

At its prime, the amphitheater could seat 15,000 people. Unfortunately, 
after Roman influence waned, the upper two levels were dismantled 
brick-by-brick over time so that townspeople could use them to build 
their own structures. To this day, many older structures in Merida have 
the same rock composition as the amphitheater nearby. 
 

As discussed above, a larger Roman complex surrounded the 
amphitheater. The Roman circus, the track used for chariot race, was 
also built during this time.   It had seating for 30,000 people, and is 
very well preserved to this day.   Another popular tourist attraction, the 
Roman Bridge, or the Puente Romano, is considered to be one of the 
focal spots of Merida to this day. The Puente Romano is actually over 
2000 feet long with 62 spans and is still in use for pedestrians. 

 

          
Fig#12, Trajan Arch of Merida, Spain                              Fig#13, The Roman Circus of Merida, Spain 
 

(cont’d pg 9) 
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Alhambra & Merida:  Spanish Archaeology at Its Finest 
By Christopher Kolker                       (cont’d from pg 8) 
 

Finally, the temple of Diana is still partially preserved. Despite its name, the temple is actually dedicated to the imperial 
cult, i.e., worship of the emperors. However, in early Christian antiquity many assumed it to be a temple of Diana, so the 
name stuck. The same can be said for the Trajan arch, located in the middle of Merida.  An arch of 14 m high, it was 
assumed to be dedicated to Trajan, although even the ancients acknowledged this as a guess. Whoever this arch was 
dedicated to has been lost as the usual Latin inscription for such an arch is nowhere to be found. 

 
Fig#14, Or First-Day Cover of Alhambra and Merida, Spain, UN(NY)- 784-85. 
 

 
 
The United Nations issued this 
stamp in 2000.  As part of an 
ongoing series of World 
Heritage Sites. The series span 
the globe raising aware-ness for 
impor-tant archaeo-ogical site.  
Nowhere is there more beauty 
in this series than our two 
Spanish stamps of Alhambra 
and Merida. 
 

 

New Digs 

     
Ghana - 2013 Imperforated Valid for Postage. Between 50 and 100 of each exist. Sc.# 2765-6  UNESCO World Heritage Sites Imperf 
Sheetlet of 4 and Imperf Souvenir Sheet.  (There must be a market out there for World Heritage Sites.  Ed.) 

 

 

<< Serbia, Europa theme this year is Think Green, stamp shown left is the 
common design.  Some of the countries issued their own design as a 
second stamp.  Serbia’s choice is the development of homo-sapiens.  
Issued May 9, 2016, designed by Sebian artist Jaksa Vlahovic.   

There will be other issues from the Europa series this year depicting the evolution of man. 
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New Digs 

 
Romania, Prehistoric Animals, Issued 2016  
Kogaionon unguresnui 
Theposuchus symoiestadon 
Magyaroseurus dacus 
Balaur bondoc 
 

Kogaionon is a mammal genus from the Upper Cretaceous of Romania. 
It lived in Transylvania the same time as some of the last dinosaurs and 
was a member of the extinct order of Multituberculata. It was named after 
the holy mountain of the ancient Dacians. It lies within the suborder 
Cimolodonta and the family Kogaionidae. The genus Kogaionon was named 
by Rădulescu R. and Samson P. in 1996.  This genus is known from one 
species, Kogaionon ungureanui, the fossil remains of which have been found 
in the Maastrichtian (Upper Cretaceous) Sinpetru Beds of the Hateg 
Formation in Romania. It is a micro-mammal, based on a well-preserved 
and near complete skull. The species name is in appreciation of the 
geologist, Costin Ungureanu, who found the fossil. 
Magyarosaurus dacus;  A few years ago, Koen Stein et al. studied the 
histology of Magyarosaurus. They found that even the smallest individuals 
appeared to be adults. They also found that M. transsylvanicus and M. 
hungaricus were likely junior synonyms of M. dacus, but retained "M." 
hungaricus to represent the larger specimens that were too big to be  

variations of the smaller specimens. The histology of Magyarosaurus showed that it had a very reduced growth rate, but 
even so, had a high metabolic rate.  Magyarosaurus ("Magyar lizard") is a genus of dwarf sauropod dinosaur from late 
Cretaceous Period (early to late Maastrichtian) in Romania. It is one of the smallest-known adult sauropods, measuring 
only six meters in length. The type species is Magyarosaurus dacus. Magyarosaurus was found to be a close relative of 
Rapetosaurus in the family Saltasauridae in the sauropod clade Titanosauria in a 2005 study of the titanosaurs 
Balaur Bondoc;  stocky, two-clawed relative of Velociraptor and feathered dinosaurs has been discovered in Romania. 
Balaur bondoc,which means stocky dragon, is the first meat-eating dinosaur to be described that lived in Europe during the 
final 60 million years of the Age of Dinosaurs.  “Balaur might be one of the largest predators in this ecosystem because 
not even a big tooth has been found in Romania after over a hundred years of research,” paleontologist Zoltan Csiki of 
the University of Bucharest in Romania said in a press release. Csiki is the lead researcher of the discovery announced 
Aug. 30 in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
 

 
Korea, issued July 10, 2015, Scott #2448 
Silk Road Festival Gyeongju 
 

The 2015 Gyeongju Silk Road Cultural Festival held at Gyeongju 
World Culture Expo Park and throughout the city of Gyeongju from 
August 21 to October 18, 2015 under the theme of “Eurasia Culture 
Express Train” is publicized with this stamp.  The Silk Road was the 
great ancient route connecting the East and the West, and the Festival 
will bring together the cultures of Korea and Eurasia through more 
than 20 specialized cultural programs in three areas.  The first one is 
the “Meeting of Civilizations.” Visitors will learn about the histories 
and cultures of the participating countries through various 
performances and things to see.  The Silk Road Grand Bazaar,

where each street will feature a participating country’s traditional tea and cuisine, craftworks, and folk performances. The 
Silk Road Odyssey will present the history and culture of the Silk Road. The performance “Silla” (titled “BaSilla” in 
Korean) will inspire audience with a grand epic poem of Persian and Silla heroes fifteen hundred years ago as they came 
together over the sea. The second area is the “Golden State of Silla.” Here, programs and activities will highlight the art 
and culture of Silla, widely remembered for its glorious civilization of golden sculptures and adornments. The special 
exhibition, “Silla: Korea’s Golden Kingdom,” will feature more than 640 golden relics and arrange them according to 
different stages of Silla art. Visitors can also enjoy some unique programs that combine historical elements and state-of-
the-art technology. Among the programs will be “Silk Road, the Festival of Lights” and “Seokguram HMD (head 
mounted display) travel experience.” The third area is “Venue of Mingling.” There will be not only performances of 
traditional musical instruments of the Silk Road countries, but also the special art performance, “Flying: Hwarang 
Expedition,” which features actions of the Hwarang during the Silla period, and the “Korea in Motion Festival,” 
showcasing unique elements of Korea’s performing art. Some 40 countries including the Silk Road Countries, such as 
China, Uzbekistan, Iran, and Turkey, and the sister cities of Gyeongsangbuk-do Province and Gyeongju city will be 
coming to Korea to participate in the 2015 Gyeongju Silk Road Expo. Korea Post is issuing one commemorative stamp 
depicting the “Journey on the Silk Road” in the hope that the Expo will give visitors excitement that transcends time and 
space, and help them understand the world and look into the future with the knowledge of culture. 
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New Digs 

 
Montenegro, Svac Archaeological Site 
Nov 12, 2014, Scott #373 Designed  
by:   Zoran Popovic & Iva Ivanovic     

The medieval town Svač is located in the south of Montenegro, in the zone 
between the Adriatic Sea and the National Park Skadar Lake. The remains of the 
fortified medieval town are located on the rock above Šasko Lake with a lower 
town that was developing on the north side.  The medieval town Svač with eight 
churches was mentioned as an episcopal town even in the 8th century. The 
Mongols destroyed it in 1242, but it was reconstructed later on. At the end of the 
14th century, it began to deteriorate and in the 15th century it was completely 
abandoned.  The fortified town was surrounded by walls with towers, except on 
the south side, towards the lake, where the terrain is naturally inaccessible. In the 
town, the remains of the cathedral of St. John are preserved, which was built on 
the foundations of an older building. Apart from this, there are remains of a 
smaller church and remains of residential architecture in the town.

The biggest and most important building inside the town is the Franciscan church of St. Mary erected after 1300. Investigations 
showed that money was minted in the town.  The town is inscribed in the Register of Montenegrin Cultural Property as a 
cultural property of national significance of the first category. Its rarity is reflected through the symbiosis of different styles of 
architecture, based on preserved Hellenistic walls, which were joined with early Byzantine and medieval fortification complexes. 
The episcopal medieval Svač, in which the money was minted, has exceptional historical, architectural and archaeological 
significance since it represents a town that was developing from the 8th century and was abandoned in the 15th century, so its 
remains represent a significant field for the exploration of the medieval period in the territory of Montenegro and the wider 
region. Svač has great potential for research, evaluation and tourist presentation, especially because it is located in the immediate 
vicinity of the National Park Skadar Lake, in the zone in which there are other significant cultural properties from the Middle 
Ages. 

     
Slovenia, Cave Bear Fossils, issued March 25, 2016. 

On March  25th, 
Slovenian Post Authority 
issued a single stamp 
with fossil of Cave Bear. 
The cave bear is one of 
the most typical 
examples of the 
Pleistocene megafauna 
that once roamed the 
Slovene landscape.  

Cave bear remains have been discovered in a large number of sites in Europe and western Asia. The ancestors of the cave bears 
that inhabited the Ice Age landscape can be traced back more than a million years. The last species of cave bears were 
omnivorous animals about the size of a cow. There are more than 70 documented cave bear sites in Slovenia. The best known 
are Potočka Zijalka (a cave on the southern slope of Olševa), Mokriška Jama (a cave above the valley of the Kamniška Bistrica), 
Križna Jama ("Cross Cave") near Lož, and the Divje Babe cave near Cerkno. Enormous quantities of bones have been 
unearthed in the large number of caves where cave bear remains have been found, indicating the presence of up to a thousand 
animals. Bones found in caves are covered by layers of sediment, while in open-air sites (such as quarries) bones are often 
discovered by chance. Cave bears used to be known by the scientific name Ursus spelaeus and it was long believed that this was 
the only species to settle in Europe. In the last decade, however, fresh excavations and genetic analyses have enabled researchers 
to prove the existence of a number of other species or subspecies of cave bears. These species are distinguished from each 
other both by genetic differences and by the shape of their skulls and teeth. In Slovenia today we have thus been able to identify 
the remains of Ursus deningeri (Herkova Jama), Ursus ingressus (Potočka Zijalka and many other caves) and Ursus ladinicus 
(Ajdovska Jama). The last cave bears in Slovenia died out approximately 25,000 years ago.  
 .

Spain, UNESCO World Heritage Site,Salamanca, issued 2016   >> 
 

Salamanca is an ancient Celtic city in northwestern Spain that is the 
capital of the Province of Salamanca in the community of Castile and 
León. Its Old City was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1988. 
It is one of the most important university cities in Spain.  The University 
of Salamanca, which was founded in 1218, is the oldest university in 
Spain and the fourth oldest western university, but the first to be given its 
status by the Pope Alexander IV who gave universal validity to its 
degrees. With its 30,000 students, the university is, together with tourism, 
a primary source of income in Salamanca. 

  (Cont’d next pg.)  
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New Digs 
Spain, UNESCO World Heritage Site,Salamanca 
The city was founded in the pre-Ancient Rome period by the Vaccaei, a Celtic tribe, or the Vettones, a Celtic or pre-Celtic 
indo-European tribe, as one of a pair of forts to defend their territory near the Duero river. In the 3rd century BC, 
Hannibal laid siege to the city. With the fall of the Carthaginians to the Romans, the city of Helmantica, as it was known, 
began to take more importance as a commercial hub in the Roman Hispania due to its favorable location. Salamanca lay 
on a Roman road, known as the Vía de la Plata, which connected it with Emerita Augusta (present day Mérida) to the 
south and Asturica Augusta (present-day Astorga) to the north. Its Roman bridge dates from the 1st century, and was a 
part of this road.  With the fall of the Roman Empire, the Alans established in Lusitania, and Salamanca was part of this 
region. Later the city was conquered by the Visigoths and included in their territory. The city was already an episcopal see, 
and signatures of bishops of Salamanca are found in the Councils of Toledo.  Salamanca surrendered to the Moors, led by 
Musa bin Nusair, in the year 712 AD. For years, this area between the south of Duero River and the north of Tormes 
River, became the main battlefield between the Christian kingdoms and the Muslim Al-Andalus rulers. The constant 
fighting of the Kingdom of León first, and the Kingdom of Castile and León later against the Caliphate depopulated 
Salamanca and reduced it to an unimportant settlement. After the battle of Simancas (939) the Christians resettled this 
area. After the capture of Toledo by Alfonso VI of León and Castile in 1085, the definitive resettlement of the city took 
place. Raymond of Burgundy, instructed by his father-in-law Alfonso VI of León, led a group of settlers of various origins 
in 1102.  One of the most important moments in Salamanca's history was the year 1218, when Alfonso IX of León 
granted a royal charter to the University of Salamanca, although formal teaching had existed at least since 1130. Soon it 
became one of the most significant and prestigious academic centers in Europe. 
 

 
Tajikistan, Silk Road Souvenir Sheet, Issued 2015? 

The territory of Tajikistan from the most ancient times 
lay on the important historical routes of the Silk Road 
connecting the East and the West. It was very important 
in international trade and cultural exchange linking 
Bactria, Tokharistan, Soghd, Istaravshan and Fergana 
with India, Afghanistan and China. The Silk Road helped 
not only to exchange goods between the East and the 
West, but also ideas, cultures and people. Very famous 
along the entire Silk Road were the weapons made by 
Soghd craftsmen.  Very popular were leather products 
and jewelry, silk fabrics and colored salts.  Soghd 
exported amazing “golden peaches”,white and yellow 
cherries, sheep and graceful swift-footed racers.  

    According to ancient sources there were the following sectors of the Silk Road which crossed Tajikistan.  Soghd route 
went from Samarkand to Kokand through Pendzhikent and further on the road leading to Fergana valley through Varz, 
Ura-Tyube, Khujand, Konibodom, and Isfara. 
 

 
Uruguay, 100 Years of Greek Collectivity.  Greek culture 
forms the base of todays western civilization.  Issued 
2016, no further information known.  Stamp depicts 
Greek statues and flag. 
 

Archaeology Today 

New Digs Update 

     Kosovo, Archaeology Souvenir 
Sheet,  From April issue,  Issued Dec 15, 2015, Scott #294 

Did Ancient Pacific Islanders Use Obsidian to Make Their Tattoos? 
The problem with studying ancient tattoos is that human skin just doesn’t last through the ages. The few examples we 
have all come from mummified remains: the Siberian Ice Princess Ukok has almost a full inked sleeve and Otzi the 
Iceman has 61 tattoos all over his body.  So tattoo researchers have begun to look for the tools used to ink the ancients.
Though many early tattooing devices were likely made of biodegradable materials, a team of Australian researchers think  

(cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeology Today 
Did Ancient Pacific Islanders Use Obsidian to Make 
Their Tattoos?  (cont’d) 
they may have found inking tools made from the black 
volcanic glass obsidian.  “Tattooing is a very important 
cultural practice in the Pacific even today,” study co-
author Robin Torrence of the Australian Museum in 
Sydney tells Charles Q. Choi at Live Science. “In fact, the 
English word 'tattoo' comes from a Pacific Polynesian 
word: tatau.” Tattoos were linked to the gods and 
mythology stories and represented social status, military 
strength and tribe or clan along with many other ritual 
functions. 
    The researchers analyzed 15 obsidian artifacts from a 
site in the Solomon Islands called Nanggu. The sharp, 
3,000-year-old tools were originally believed to be used to 
scrape and tan hides. But Torrence and her team realized 
that the Solomon Islands don't have any large animals that 
would require this type of work. Instead, they wondered if 
the obsidian might have been used to make early tattoos.  
To test that hypothesis, the researchers fashioned similar 
tools from local obsidian and used them to make 26 
tattoos on pigskin with pigment red ochre, which comes 
from clay and charcoal—traces of which had been found 
on the Nanggu artifacts. They then compared the modern 
tools with the artifacts under the microscope, which 
revealed similar chipping, rounding and scratches on both 
sets of tools. They concluded in a paper recently published 
in the Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports that the tools 
were likely used for tattooing. 
    But not everyone is completely convinced. Lars Krutak, 
a tattoo anthropologist and research associate in the Dept 
of Anthropology at the Smithsonian’s National Museum 
of Natural History tells Smithsonian.com that the obsidian 
could have been used to score bone tools or ritual 
implements painted with ochre. There is also no 
documentation of red ochre being used as tattoo pigment 
in Melanesia or other cultures, according to Krutak, 
though it's possible that ochre used to color the body 
during rituals could have infiltrated the cuts made while 
tattooing, ending up on the obsidian artifacts. Red ochre 
would have also been a poor choice for tattoos. "The 
prehistoric people living at Nanggu most likely had a dark 
skin tone and red ochre would not show up well on the 
epidermis as a tattoo pigment," he says. "In fact, I doubt 
you could even see it." There is, however, some precedent 
for obsidian flakes being used to make tattoos, according 
to Krutak. Oral tradition and ethnographic studies report 
that the Ainu indigenous people of Japan made tattooing 
tools out of the glass, and descriptions of several Native 
American tribes in California during the late 19th and 
early 20th century also used obsidian for tattooing.  In 
East Polynesia, he says, evidence for a technique called 
hand-tapping emerges around 1000AD and was likely 

practiced even earlier. It is still used to make tattoos to 
this day across Polynesia as well as in parts of Melanesia 
and beyond. In hand-tapping, an instrument with a sharp 
comb made of bone, pearl-shell or thorns is dipped in 
pigment then tapped into the skin using a mallet. 
By Jason Daley, smithsonian.com, July 13, 2016  

 
Archaeologists Find Gigantic Ancient Monument in 
Jordan 
The ancient city of Petra has long fascinated archaeolo-
gists, and its impressive tombs are considered one of the 
new seven wonders of the world. But researchers have not 
yet unlocked all of its marvels. It turns out that Petra has 
even more to explore, Kristin Romey reports for National 
Geographic.  Archaeologists have discovered a gigantic 
ancient monument just half a mile away from the city.  
The research, which was published in the journal Bulletin of 
the American Schools of Oriental Research, was motivated by a 
simple question, how did Nabataeans alter landscapes in 
and around Petra? The kingdom is thought to have once 
included portions of much of the modern-day Middle 
East. Between about 100BC and 100AD, the Nabataeans 
became savvy engineers and rich urbanites. Petra is their 
greatest remaining creation, and the team wanted to study 
the marks they left behind. 
   To do so, the researchers relied on everything from 
Google Earth to drones to track down and document the 
footprint of a massive ceremonial platform. They didn’t 
go looking for the new site specifically. Rather, they 
looked at previous research to find the range of types of 
sites they might encounter, then used satellite imagery to 
focus in on different areas. The use of filtering tools 
allowed them to identify potentially interesting sites, and 
to find one that was essentially hidden in plain sight.  The 
discovery is 184 x 161 feet, about as long as an Olympic 
swimming pool. The research team thinks it was once an 
open platform used by residents of Petra for ceremonial 
purposes. Petra was a caravan city—a place where the 
goods of the ancient world, such as spices, textiles and 
incense, crossed paths. These lively traditions didn't stop 
at its temple doors, which also bore witness to spirited 
religious traditions. Though the newly found monument 
could have played a role in those rituals, its exact purpose 
remains unknown. 
   Either way, the discovery is a testament to just how 
much modern-day imaging can reveal. “Archaeologists 
will always need to survey and excavate to confirm 
findings,” the team writes, but satellites are now a 
powerful tool in any archaeologist’s arsenal. “…we take 
for granted much of what is left to discover,” they 
conclude, “even when monuments are hiding in plain 
sight.” 
By Erin Blakemore,  smithsonian.com,  June 9, 2016  
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Archaeology Today 
King Tut’s Dagger Was Made From a Meteorite 
X-ray spectroscopy lays a decades-long metal mystery to rest 
When archaeologists discovered Tutankhamun’s tomb, they 
were stunned by the riches contained within. One of the 
weirder artifacts of the tomb was a dagger that confused 
scientists, sporting a blade seemingly impervious to rust and 
age. Now, reports The Guardian’s Alan Yuhas, the secret of 
the blade’s timelessness has been uncovered: It was made 
from a meteorite. 
   New research published in the journal Meteoritics & 
Planetary Science confirms that the blade was made with 
materials from a meteorite. Scientists performed X-ray 
fluorescence spectrometry, a method used to learn more 
about the elements the object is composed of. In this case, 
they found iron, nickel and cobalt—materials found inside 
chunks of space rocks that survive their fall to Earth.  The 
discovery not only brings closure to a decades-long debate 
about whether or not the dagger was made from a meteorite, 
but it also gives insight into the culture of Ancient 
Egyptians. Aside from the obvious cool factor of owning a 
dagger made from a material from space, King Tut’s 
craftsmen appear to have realized that meteoritic iron was a 
long-lasting and tough material. The researchers write that 
their find shows that Ancient Egyptians placed a high value 
on what they called “iron of the sky” and that they knew 
about the off-Earth origins of the material.  It turns out the 
king may have had a thing for meteorites; it’s thought that 
other blades in the tomb and King Tut’s headrest may also 
have been made of “iron of the sky.” If King Tut did lay 
claim to Ancient Egypt’s most precious metal, he would not 
be alone: In 2013, researchers discovered that a group of 
5,000-year-old beads were made of meteoritic iron, too.  
There’s something magical about metal that falls from the 
sky—not only do the mysterious stones have their own hall 
in the American Museum of Natural History, but they’re 
thought to contain clues to the origins of the solar system. 
No wonder they were a material fit for a king. 
By Erin Blakemore,  Smithsonian.com, June 2, 2016 

 
Did Neanderthals Die Out Because of the Paleo Diet? 
A New Theory Links Their Fate to a Meat-Heavy Regimen.  
Humans tend to dismiss Neanderthals as dimwits, yet the 
brains of our doomed cousins were actually larger than our 
own. “If you go to a site from 150,000 years ago,” says Miki 

Ben-Dor, a Tel Aviv University archaeologist, “you won’t be 
able to tell whether Neanderthals or Homo sapiens lived 
there, because they had all the same tools.” Which helps 
explain why, to fathom how our fates diverged, he recently 
scrutinized Neanderthals’ bodies instead of their skulls. 
While humans have barrel-shaped chests and narrow 
pelvises, Neanderthals had bell-shaped torsos with wide 
pelvises. The prevailing explanation has been that 
Neanderthals, often living in colder and drier environments 
than their human contemporaries, needed more energy and 
therefore more oxygen, so their torsos swelled to hold a 
bigger respiratory system.  But Ben-Dor had a gut feeling 
this was wrong. What if the difference was what they ate? 
Living in Eurasia 300,000 to 30,000 years ago, Neanderthals 
settled in places like the Polar Urals and southern Siberia—
not bountiful in the best of times, and certainly not during 
ice ages. In the heart of a tundra winter, with no fruits and 
veggies to be found, animal meat—made of fat and 
protein—was likely the only energy source. 
   Alas, though fat is easier to digest, it’s scarce in cold 
conditions, as prey animals themselves burn up their fat 
stores and grow lean. So Neanderthals must have eaten a 
great deal of protein, which is tough to metabolize and puts 
heavy demands on the liver and kidneys to remove toxic 
byproducts. In fact, we humans have a “protein ceiling” of 
between 35 and 50 percent of our diet; eating too much 
more can be dangerous. Ben-Dor thinks that Neanderthals’ 
bodies found a way to utilize more protein, developing 
enlarged livers and kidneys, and chests and pelvises that 
widened over the millennia to accommodate these beefed-
up organs.  For confirmation of his theory, Ben-Dor looks 
to today’s Inuit peoples, who live in northern climes, subsist 
at times on an all-meat diet and have larger livers and 
kidneys and longer ribs than average Europeans.  To cope 
with the fat famine, Neanderthals probably also specialized 
in hunting gigantic animals like mammoths, which retain fat 
longer in poor conditions, and require greater strength but 
less energy and speed to kill. (Mammoths don’t run away, 
and you only have to kill one to feast for months.) But as 
these mega-beasts vanished, the burly Neanderthals likely 
struggled to chase down smaller, swifter prey. Meanwhile, 
humans, with our narrow pelvises and agile forms, 
scampered into the future. 
By Abigail Tucker,  Smithsonian Magazine, June 2016  
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