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Roman Algeria 

By Caroline Scannell 
 

Increases in urbanization and farming cultivation during Roman rule caused wholesale dislocations of native Berber 
society. Nomadic tribes were forced to settle or move from traditional lands, sedentary tribes lost their autonomy and 
connection with the land.  War with the Romans was constant. 
 

Romans settled and developed much of the area of Roman Algeria in the second century, but farther west the influence 
of Rome did not extend beyond the coast and principal military roads until much later.  
 

Aside from Carthage, urbanization in North Africa came with the establishment of settlements of veterans under the 
Roman emperors Claudius (r. 41-54 CE), Nerva (r. 96-98 CE), and Trajan (r. 98-117CE).  In Algeria such settlements 
included Tipasa, Djemila and Timgad, which are UNESCO world heritage sites.   
 

              
Ruins of Djemila, 1930,    Algeria Roman Ruins  Timgad,  & Septimus Temple               Tipasa, May 31, 1955, Scott #263 
Scott #B20                       Djemila  April 5, 1969, #418, 419 
 

Djemila has been described by UNESCO as "one of the world's most beautiful Roman ruins", there is plenty to enjoy 
at.  The local museum houses one of the world's best collections of Roman mosaics (in terms of variety and quality) 
from a single site. 
 

Timgad, another UNESCO World Heritage Site for Roman ruins, was originally built by the Emperor Trajan as a 
retirement city for his Roman troops.  The city is laid out in a perfect grid plan.  Smaller sites include Tiddis, Tipasa 
Guelma, Lambese and Hippo Regius.   What makes them stand out from other Roman sites around the world? 
 

 

Though Guelma was settled from early prehistory, it was first established as a town under the 
Phoenicians, who called it Malaca, probably a Phoenician word meaning "salt".  Later, the 
Romans settled the area and renamed it Calama, part of the Roman province of Numidia.   
Later, the Vandal invasion devastated the area until the coming of the Byzantines, who settled 
the area and built city walls to protect it from further invasions. 
 
<< Monuments of the Roman Era - Guelma Theatre, June 14, 2009, Scott #1470. 
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From the Editor: 

 

Another issue due already?  Didn’t I just finish one last week? 
 

I subscribe to several archaeology and archaeology related 
magazines.   One of them, published in a foreign language ---
English, had an interesting short article in it related to the 
vessel found off the Greek coast, near Antikythera.  That's the 
one they found the map of the sky on, which has been on a 
stamp!  There is still diving activity there!  The ship was 
traveling from Asia Minor to Rome with trade goods or booty, 
depending on whether or not you like the Romans.  First 
discovered 100 years ago (1900), it is the largest ancient 
shipwreck ever discovered. 
 

Britain has made backyard archaeology a popular pastime.  By 
allowing the finder of a 'treasure' a monetary share, armature 
metal detectorists are turning over some very major finds, the 
latest in Dumfries, Scotland where Viking and Early Christian 
artifacts from the 9th -  10th centuries. 
 

I'm still catching up on some of my subscriptions and have 
come across one about the damage sustained by Syria's sites 
during the civil war there and attacks by ISIS (a name I resent 
being used for a terrorist organization).  Aleppo, a second 
century site and one of the oldest continuously inhabited 
places on earth, Bosra's Roman theater, Palmyra; another 
Roman site. The famous Crusader castle Crac des Chevaliers 
has sustained structural damage.  The sale of antiquities adds to 
ISIS' coffers. 
 

I have been digging up some stamps ‘on paper’ and soaking 
them for the ATA.  They are making Beginners Kits for new 
stamp collectors.  I’m trying to keep as many NYC sites aside 
to make packets of NYC on Stamps for the big show in 2016. 
  

Perusing the NYC2016 website, they have hotels starting at 
$135/night.  Should I choose to commute it will cost me 
$40/day for the privilege of travelling 2 hours into the City and 
another 2 hours home again.  I’m at that awkward age, too 
young for the senior fare and too old to make the trip.   
 

I’m working on my ‘want list’ for those Big Ticket items I will 
be likely to find at the show, along with those hard to find 
cheap items to buy direct from the postal entities.  I hope to 
have time to view some of the exhibits.   
 

Aside from that, the concerts are free at the local historical 
society, library and winery (provided you don’t drink), and 
I’ve already attended enough to be served as dinner to every 
mosquito and bug in Suffolk County.  Maybe I should stay 
home one or two nights and get the Old World 
Archaeologist done. 
  
Happy Summer! 

Caroline 

 



Roman Algeria 

By Caroline Scannell 
  

M'Daourouch occupies the site of the Roman town of Madauros (or Madaura) in the Roman 
province of Numidia.  It was an old Numidian town which, having once belonged to the 
Kingdom of Syphax, was annexed to that of Massinissa at the close of the second Punic War.  
It became a Roman colony at the end of the first century.  A fine Roman mausoleum, vast 
baths, and a Byzantine fortress are among the ruins of Madauros. 
 
 

Monuments of the Roman Era - Madaure Archeological Site, June 14, 2009, Scott #1468 > 
  

 

 
Khemissa is a town and commune in Souk Ahras Province in northeastern Algeria.  It is the 
location of a well preserved Roman theater, Thubursicum Numidarum. 
 

Algeria issued a set of stamps for Monuments of the Roman Era in 2009, from which the 
above three sites are drawn. 

 
<<   Monuments of the Roman Era - Khemissa Archaeological Site, June 14, 2009, Scott #1469. 

The prosperity of most towns depended on agriculture.  The "granary of the Roman 
empire”, according to one estimate North Africa produced one million tons of cereals 
each year, one-quarter of which was exported.  Other crops included fruit, figs, grapes, 
and beans. By the second century olive oil rivaled cereals as an export item.   The 
beginnings of the decline of the Roman Empire were less serious in North Africa than 
elsewhere.  

Roman Forts, Béjaïa, Feb 15, 2010, Scott# 1490 >> 
 

 

Béjaïa stands on the site of the ancient city of Saldae, a minor port in Carthaginian and Roman 
times in an area at first inhabited by Numidian Berbers and founded as a veteran colony by 
emperor Augustus.  It was an important town in the province of Mauretania Caesariensis, and 
the later Sitifensis.   In the 5th century, Saldae became the capital of the short-lived Vandal 
Kingdom of the Germanic Vandals, which ended in about 533 with the Byzantine conquest.   
After the 7th-century Muslim conquest it was refounded as "Béjaïa" Hammadid dynasty, made 
it their capital, and it became an important port and center of culture. 
 
<< Porte Sarrasine – Béjaïa,  June 26, 2012, Scott# 1555 

 

 
Algiers, Feb 15, 2010, Scott #1489 
 

A Phoenician commercial outpost called Ikosim which later developed into a small 
Roman town called Icosium existed on what is now the marine quarter of the city. 
The rue de la Marine follows the lines of what used to be a Roman street. Roman 
cemeteries existed near Bab-el-Oued and Bab Azoun. The city was given Latin rights 
by Emperor Vespasian. The bishops of Icosium are mentioned as late as the 5th 
century. The Casbah (of Al Qasbah , “the Citadel”), Ier District of Algiers:  called 
Al-Djazaïr Al Mahroussa (“Well Kept Algiers”), it is founded on the ruins of old 
Icosium.  It is a small city which, built on a hill, goes down towards the sea, 
divided in two: the High city and the Low city.  

Constantine is the capital of Constantine Province in north-eastern Algeria.   The city was 
originally created by the Phoenicians, who called it Sewa (royal city).  During Roman times it 
was called Cirta by the Numidian king Syphax, who turned it into his capital when the city was 
taken over by Numidia, the country of the Berber people, after the Phoenicians were defeated 
by Rome in the Third Punic War. In 112 BC the city was occupied by Jugurtha who defeated 
his half-brother Adherbal. The city later served as the base for Roman generals Quintus 
Caecilius Metellus Numidicus and Gaius Marius in their war against Jugurtha.  Later, with the 
removal of King Juba I and the remaining supporters of Pompey in Africa (c. 46), Julius 
Caesar gave special rights to the citizens of Cirta, then renamed Colonia Sittlanorum. 

 
   Constantine's Casbah, June 26, 2012, Scott #1556 

(cont’d pg 4) 
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Roman Algeria 

By Caroline Scannell 

 

 
The Museum of Antiquities in Algiers features antique 
mosaics, Roman glass work, sculptures as well as 
ancient Islamic art.  It also has some rare artifacts 
including the totemic warriors from the Libyan period 
and ivory carvings. The museum houses a magnificent 
coin collection, including bronze sculptures such as the 
child with eagle from 3rd Century (Scott #244).  

    
Algeria  Roman Glassware Urns, May 5, 2013  Scott # 
1587-9, Museum of Antiquities  

 

     
Roman Mosaics, Farm Work,  Ulysses & the Sirens, Hunting scene,  

 
 

The Archaeological Museum of 
Cherchell is an archaeological 
museum located in the center of the 
seaport town of Cherchell, Algeria.  
The museum contains what are 
considered to be some of the best 
examples of Roman and Greek 
antiquities on the African continent.    

Sept 17, 2003, Scott #1285-7, Cherchell Museum 

 

 

Apollo of Cherchell 1952, 
Scott #240 
 

Many artifacts from these various periods 
of Cherchell's former history have been 
uncovered by archaeologists, a large 
number of which are on display in the 
Cherchell Museum.  Cherchell was called 
Caesarea of Mauretania during the Roman 
Empire, and was the rich capital of 
Roman Mauretania Caesariensis. 
 
     

Roman Mosaics - Mosaic of the Muses, 
Hunting Scene, Dec 18, 2012, Scott #1575-6. 
 

 
Algeria 1980 Dionysus Mosaic – Setif  Feb 16, 1980,  Scott # 637-9 
Dionysian Procession 

 

The Romans copied many of the Greek Gods.  
Dionysus is the god of the grape harvest, 
winemaking and wine, of ritual madness, fertility, 
theatre and religious ecstasy in Greek mythology.  
Dionysus, also commonly known by his Roman 
name Bacchus, appears to be a god who has two 
distinct origins.  Scholars have long suspected that 
the god known as Dionysus is in fact a fusion of a 
local Greek nature god, and another more potent 
god imported rather late in Greek pre-history 
from Phrygia (the central area of modern day 
Turkey) or Thrace. 
 

(cont’d pg 5)
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Roman Algeria 

By Caroline Scannell 

 

 
Algeria, Roman Gates of Lodi, 
Medea, Nov 1, 1962, Scott#295 

. 
 

Médéa is located roughly 83 km south of Algiers.  The present-day city is 
situated on the site of an ancient Roman military post and has a history dating 
back to the 10th century. The town is French in character, with a rectangular city 
plan, red tile-roofed buildings, and beautiful public gardens. The hills 
surrounding Médéa are covered with vineyards, orchards, and farms that yield 
abundant grain. Médéa’s chief product is wine.   

 

Over the centuries the Romans left their mark on the world and today there are numerous Roman sites that can be 
visited, some stunning monuments known throughout the globe, others abandoned in forgotten deserts or ignored.  
Rome had the best army, building their civilization atop those they conquered.   
 
Algeria is a nation with a rich and variant history, the archaeological and historic sites in Algeria reflect the diverse roots 
of the country.  Once known as Numidia, the region saw the influences of the Carthaginians, Romans and Greeks 
before becoming part of the Roman Empire. Later Algeria was ruled by the Vandals, Byzantines, Ottomans and French 
before obtaining independence. 
 

 

The Narmer Palette 

by Caroline Scannell 

 

 
Egypt Post Day, issued Jan 2, 1986, Scott #C183 

 

Found in 1898 at Hierakonpolis, today’s  Nekhen.  The Narmer 
Palette dates to the Predynastic Era.  It is one of the most significant 
artifacts of ancient Egypt.  It is one of the first written documents.  
Nar (catfish). Mer (chisel) phonetically spell Narmer.  The name was 
inscribed at the top of the palette on both sides, placed between two 
representations of Horus. 
 
The palette is one of most famous Egyptian relics there is number of 
hypotheses concerning interpretation of individual scenes and 
figures. Among those most fantastic is the one suggesting that the 
palette in its shape resembles Sinai peninsula and commemorates 
colonization of this area. 
 
The palette is made of greywacke (other names: limestone, grey 
sandstone, slate).  Its dimensions are 63 x 42 cm. This is a votive 

palette for crushing cosmetic powder so that its central (utilizable) element is shallow depression surrounded by long 
necks of two serpopards. 
 

One side depicts Narmer wearing the Deshret or Red Crown of Lower Egypt marching toward two rows of decapitated 
prisoners.  A pair of lions intertwining their serpentine necks, symbolizing the joining of the two lands, upper and lower 
Egypt is shown below.  At the bottom Narmer is depicted as a raging bull trampling the defeated enemy. 
 

On the reverse of the palette Narmer is depicted wearing the Hedjet or White Crown of Upper Egypt standing before 
Horus about to strike the enemy with his mace.  The message conveyed is that he conquered his enemy and joined the 
two lands of Upper and Lower Egypt to one, under his rule.  The principal scene on the obverse side shows a king in 
the white crown of Upper Egypt, holding in upraised right hand a mace while in left one, put on head of an enemy, has 
an object being probably a cylinder seal. Narmer is dressed up with a kind of tunic, fastened over his left shoulder and 
with the bull’s tail hanging from back of belt. Also from the belt are hanging down four fringes resembling bundles of 
reed  stalks  endowed by  their roots with  images of the same goddess – Hathor or Bat.  A prisoner is wearing only belt  
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The Narmer Palette 

by Caroline Scannell                        (cont’d from pg 5) 

 

around hip, made probably of leaves. He is bearded and long haired. Right to his head is a rectangular hieroglyph filled 
in with wavy lines and harpoon laid above. According to one assumption the prisoner is a chieftain of harpooners of 
north-western Delta.   
 

Above the figure of the prisoner smitten by Narmer there is an object with protruding head of bearded and long haired 
man, held symbolically by a falcon standing on papyrus stalks which grow out of the bottom.  Six stalks would thus 
symbolize 6000 imprisoned foes. This hypothesis does not seem to be very convincing and rather the plants may 
symbolize captured land, they may have been stalks of papyrus representing the Delta.   
 

Next to Narmer, behind his back, there is figure of official placed on its own base. This high official with a pectoral 
hung over his neck, holds a jar in his right hand and sandals in left one. Next to his head there is hieroglyphic 
inscription composed of seven petalled rosettes and a kind of a jar turned upside down. This group of hieroglyphs is 
read hem – king’s servant, or sandal-bearer of the ruler. The very rosette is by some scholars interpreted as title of king 
of the Upper Egypt. 
 

Between them, in the middle, there is the Horus name of Narmer, inscribed in serekh.   No king named Narmer 
appears on any king list so it is believed that Narmer and Menes are the same person.  Pharaohs had more than one 
name, throne name and ...  name.  According to Manetho's kings list, made c.3000BC, which divided history into 
Dynasties, Menes was the first king of the first dynasty of a unified Egypt (c.3100BC), Men (established).   
 

The Narmer Palette can be found in the Egyptian National Museum in Cairo. 
 

New Digs 
 

 
France, Charlemagne S/Sheet, issued 2015 
 

Charlemagne also known as Charles the Great or Charles I, was King of 
the Franks who united most of Western Europe during the early Middle 
Ages and laid the foundations for modern France and Germany. He 
took the Frankish throne from 768 and became King of Italy from 774. 
From 800 he became the first Holy Roman Emperor — the first 
recognized emperor in Western Europe since the collapse of the 
Western Roman Empire three centuries earlier. The expanded Frankish 
state he founded is called the Carolingian Empire. 
 

Called the "Father of Europe" Charlemagne united most of Western 
Europe for the first time since the Roman Empire.  His rule spurred the 
Carolingian Renaissance, a period of energetic cultural and intellectual

activity within the Church. Both the French and German monarchies considered their kingdoms to be descendants of 
Charlemagne's empire. 
 

The Romanesque Hildesheim Cathedral, with its ancient bronze doors (Bernward 
Doors) (c. 1015) and other treasures. The church was built in the 9th century, but 
almost completely destroyed in 1945; it was reconstructed soon after the war.  It is 
listed as an UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1985. The "Thousand-year Rose" is 
a reputedly 1,000 years old dog rose bush, allegedly the world's oldest living rose. It 
continues to flourish on the wall of the cathedral apse. 
 

Hildesheim, one of the oldest cities in Northern Germany, became the seat of the 
Bishopric of Hildesheim in 815 and may have been founded when the bishop 
moved from Elze to the Innerste ford, which was an important market on the 
Hellweg  trade  route.    The settlement around the cathedral very quickly developed 

 
Germany- 1200 Years Diocese 
of Hildesheim, issued  2015. 

into a town and was awarded market rights by King Otto III in 983.  Originally the market was held in a street called 
Old Market (Alter Markt) which still exists today. The first market place was laid out around the church St. Andreas. 
When the city grew further, a bigger market place became necessary. The present market place of Hildesheim was laid 
out at the beginning of the 13th century when the city had about 5,000 inhabitants. When Hildesheim obtained city 
status in 1249, it was one of the biggest cities in Northern Germany. 
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New Digs 

 

   

   
Greece - Thermal Springs issued 2015 
It was as early as 2,000 years BC that the first thermal springs in Greece were used for healing pain and various diseases. 
In fact, it is said that Hippocrates had springs with healing water in the Asklepieion (healing center) of Kos. These 
springs were also found in other centers, so that patients could take their bath in special tubs with mineral water.  These 
thermal springs in Greece continue to give therapeutic water till today. Many people visit these springs for special 
therapies and this is actually a kind of tourism (therapeutic tourism) that is gradually developing in Greece. Some 
springs are open-air like natural pools, while others have more organized facilities. 
 

  

 
 
<< Guyana, 
UNESCO 
World Heritage 
Sites found in 
the Americas.  
Sheetlet 6 
different.  
Issued 2015, no 
other 
information 
known about 
this issue at this 
time.   

 

 
<< Kazakhstan - Mausoleum Mausoleum of Khoja 
Ahmed Yasawi Souvenir Sheet issued 2015 

 
The Mausoleum of Khawaja Ahmed Yasawi is an 
unfinished mausoleum in the city of Turkestan, in 
southern Kazakhstan. The structure was commissioned in 
1389 by Timur, who ruled the area as part of the expansive 
Timurid Empire, to replace a smaller 12th-century 
mausoleum of the famous Turkic poet and Sufi mystic, 
Khoja Ahmed Yasawi (1093–1166). However, 
construction was halted with the death of Timur in 1405.  

(cont’d next page)
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New Digs 

Kazakhstan - Mausoleum Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi Souvenir Sheet     (cont’d from previous page) 
 

Despite its incomplete state, the mausoleum has survived as one of the best-preserved of all Timurid constructions. Its 
creation marked the beginning of the Timurid architectural style. The experimental spatial arrangements, innovative 
architectural solutions for vault and dome constructions, and ornamentations using glazed tiles made the structure the 
prototype for this distinctive art, which spread across the empire and beyond. 
  

The religious structure continues to draw pilgrims from across Central Asia and has come to epitomize the Kazakh 
national identity.  It has been protected as a national monument, while UNESCO recognized it as the country's first site 
of patrimony, declaring it a World Heritage Site in 2003. 
 

 
Laos – Historic Sites, issued 2014, no further information known 

The Champasak cultural landscape, including the 
Vat Phou Temple complex, is a remarkably well-
preserved planned landscape more than 1,000 years 
old. It was shaped to express the Hindu vision of 
the relationship between nature and humanity, using 
an axis from mountain top to river bank to lay out a 
geometric pattern of temples, shrines and 
waterworks extending over some 10 km. Two 
planned cities on the banks of the Mekong River are 
also part of the site, as well as Phou Kao mountain. 
The whole represents a development ranging from 
the 5th to 15th centuries, mainly associated with the 
Khmer Empire. 
 

Town of Luang Prabang. Luang Prabang is an 
outstanding example of the fusion of traditional 
architecture and Lao urban structures with those 
built by the European 

     
Laos - Historic Sites, issued 2014 Perf & Imperf Souvenir Sheets With Matching Numbers - 500 Issued available in 
perfed and imperf, no further information available. 
 

    

 
 
<<  Madagascar – Pyramids sheetlet of 
4 different and souvenir sheet  of one.  
No further information known. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Lithuania - Coins with Vytis, the Symbol from the 
Emblem of the Lithuanian State Originally issued 
Jan 2, 2015, re-issued Self-Adhesive  April 21, 2015. 

On April 25, the self-adhesive postage stamps from the series 
Vytis, the Symbol of the Emblem of the Lithuanian State will appear 
in circulation. The stamps with the nominal values of EUR 
0.03 and EUR 0.39 will be re-released in the edition of 1m 
each.  
 
Postal correspondence paid by these stamps will be marked by 
the date cancellation at Vilnius Main Post Office.  The set of 
the stamps dedicated to the Vytis was created by the artist 
Irma Balakauskaitė. The set of the stamps from the series 
Vytis, the Symbol of the Emblem of the Lithuanian State 
feature Vytis found on various coins starting from denarii 
issued in the Great Duchy of Lithuania by Jogaila in the years 
1388-1390, and ending with the 5 litas coin of the Republic of 
Lithuania issued in 1925. 

 

    
Treasures of Malta Series III – Aqueducts  
Issued April 22nd, 2015  
 

Commemorating the 400th anniversary from the construction of the 
Wignacourt Aqueduct Since ancient times, aqueducts were constructed 
to convey water from one location to another usually by using a system 
of natural riverbeds, canals bridges or other forms of stonework. In 
Malta aqueducts were mainly built above the ground in the form of 
bridges.  
The Knights of St John built Valletta on an arid, rocky peninsula that 
had just one natural spring and consequently an aqueduct was necessary 
so as to provide the new city with water. The first attempts to build an 
aqueduct were made in 1596 by Grandmaster Martin Garzes. Many 
engineers were employed, but most of their attempts failed.  

In 1610, work began on an aqueduct planned by Grand Master Alof de Wignacourt to bring water to the City from 
natural springs beneath the hills around Mdina.  The aqueduct ran from springs in Rabat and Dingli, through the 
countryside and Attard by means of underwater pipes. However the ground level dropped from Balzan onwards and 
since it proved too difficult to build underground channels here, engineer Bontadino de Bontadini of Bologna 
constructed stone arches to carry water from Balzan through Birkirkara, and the area that later became known as Fleur-
de-Lys and Santa Venera. 
At Santa Venera, the arches ended at a tower from which point water continued its journey through Hamrun, Blata l-
Bajda and Floriana where it reached the Wignacourt Water Tower depicted on the 1.55 stamp. The water then found its 
way to Valletta through underground pipes. 
The construction of the aqueduct in Fleur-de-Lys, which is illustrated on the 0.42 stamp, was recorded on a marble 
tablet which included Wignacourt’s coat of arms. This marble tablet was destroyed during World War II and never 
replaced. The Latin inscription read “So far Valletta was a corpse, now, the spirit of water revives her; as once the first 
spirit moved on the water, so now that water has been led to her, the spirit returns” 
Source: WOPA Stamps 

 

 
 
 
Pakistan, Monuments Joint with Ukraine Souvenir 
Sheet issued Dec 25, 2014, Scott#1219 >> 
 
Monuments of Ancient Cultures - Trypillian culture 
Monuments of Ancient Cultures - Mohenjo-daro 
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New Digs 

 

 
Peru  Kotosh Temple Archaeological Site, Sept 24 2014 
Terracota "Crossed arms" from Kotosh, 1800 BC, Scott #1851  
 
 

Kotosh is an archaeological site near Huánuco (Peru) 
containing a temple of the Late Archaic period. The 
site gave name to the Kotosh Religious Tradition, 
which existed in Peru in 2300—1200 BCE, i.e. in the 
Late Archaic period. Kotosh people cultivated crops, 
used marine resources, built permanent settlements and 
multistoreyed ceremonial buildings. 
 

The Kotosh Period culture stratum was situated 
directly beneath the Chavin culture stratum. 
At this stage, maize cultivation has appeared.  Some 
Kotosh elements show links with the Chavin culture. 
For example; stirrup spouts, plain rocker stampings, 
and curvilinear ceramic designs.  

There are also similarities in black paint on red ceramics. Kotosh Black Polished Incised pottery is similar to Classical 
Chavin pottery. 

 

   
Romania - Distinguished Collections - Ancient Jewelry issued March 20, 2015, no further information known 

 

 

 
Slovenia - Medieval Monasteries 
The Cistercian Abbey of Stična, 
issued March 5, 2015. 

 

Originally founded in 1136 by Peregrin, Patriarch of Aquileia, the Stična 
Cistercian Abbey is one of the earliest Cistercian monasteries and the only 
European monument of its kind with so many preserved architectural elements 
(a church and a cloister). The first monks arrived in 1132 from Burgundy, along 
with the architect Michael, responsible for the construction of the monastery 
complex.   It served as the religious, ecclesiastic, cultural and economic center of 
Carniola up to the reforms of Joseph II von Habsburg in 1784, when all 
monasteries were closed by decree.  
 

The white monks only came back to Stična in 1898. In 1991 the Slovene 
Museum of Christianity  opened  within  the  monastery  complex.    The abbey's 
Oldest  architecture belongs to the  High Romanesque  period but some original 
forms resemble the Early Romanesque style from central France,  as this

territory used to be under the direct influence of Cluny II. Some parts of the abbey were expanded between the late-
16th and mid-18th centuries. Before disbanding, the monastery held a library with 1,827 units, including the valuable 
illuminated Stična manuscripts in Latin, dating from the 12th and 13th century, and the important Stična Manuscript 
[Stiški rokopis] of 1428 with one of the first texts in the Slovenian language.  
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New Digs 

 
SPAIN - UNESCO World Heritage 2015  
Altamira Cave Souvenir Sheet (Round Stamp) 
Issue date: 28/07/2015? 

The Cave of Altamira is a cave in Spain famous for its Upper 
Paleolithic cave paintings featuring drawings and polychrome rock 
paintings of wild mammals and human hands. It was the first cave 
in which prehistoric cave paintings were discovered. When the 
discovery was first made public in 1880, it led to a bitter public 
controversy between experts which continued into the early 20th 
century, since many did not believe prehistoric man had the 
intellectual capacity to produce any kind of artistic expression. The 
acknowledgment of the authenticity of the paintings, which finally 
came in 1902, changed the perception of prehistoric human beings. 
It is located near the town of Santillana del Mar in Cantabria, Spain, 
30 km west of the city of Santander. The cave with its paintings has 
been declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

 

 

 
 
<<  Sweden - Vikings Strip of 5 Different also booklet, issued  March 26, 2015,  
Scott 2747a-e 

 
The Late Iron Age – The Age of the Vikings 
The motifs are archaeological finds from five locations in Sweden. 

 
The Swedish Viking Age lasted roughly from the 8th century to the 11th century. It is 
believed that Swedish Vikings and Gutar mainly travelled east and south, going to Finland, 
the Baltic countries, Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, the Black Sea and even as far as Baghdad. 
Their routes passed through the Dnieper south to Constantinople, on which they carried out 
numerous raids. The Byzantine Emperor Theophilos noticed their great skills in war, and 
invited them to serve as his personal bodyguard, known as the Varangian Guard. The 
Swedish Vikings, called Rus are believed to be the founding fathers of Kievan Rus'.  The 
actions of these Swedish Vikings are commemorated on many runestones in Sweden, such 
as the Greece Runestones and the Varangian Runestones. There was also considerable 
participation in expeditions westwards, which are commemorated on stones such as the 
England Rune stones. 

United Nations   -   2015 World Heritage – South East Asia, issued June 5, 2015 
The United Nations Postal Administration continued its World Heritage series June 5 with six new stamps and booklets 
focusing on Southeast Asia.  The series, which began in 1997, features cultural and natural sites that have been inscribed 
on UNESCO’s World Heritage list.  Heritage is our legacy from the past, what we live with today, and what we pass on 
to future generations. Cultural heritage and natural heritage are both irreplaceable sources of life and inspiration.  The 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks to encourage the identification, 
protection and preservation of cultural and natural heritage around the world. This is embodied in an international 
treaty called the Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, adopted by 
UNESCO in 1972. UNPA is pleased to feature the 2015 World Heritage Series on six sites in Southeast Asia. 
 

  
Two of the new stamps, denominated 49¢ and $1.20, are for use 
from the UNPA post office at U.N. headquarters in New York City. 

The 49¢ stamp honors Luang Prabang, a city 
in north-central Laos.  The old town portion 
of Luang Prabang was inscribed on the 
World Heritage list in 1995, as “an 
outstanding example of the fusion of 
traditional architecture and Lao urban 
structures with those built by the European 
colonial authorities in the 19th and 20th 
centuries.”                             (cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 

United Nations   -   2015 World Heritage – South East Asia,     (cont’d from previous pg) 

Indonesia’s Borobudur Temple is featured on the $1.20 stamp. The world’s largest Buddhist temple, Borobudur was 
built during the 8th and 9th centuries in Kedu Valley in Central Java.  The description of Borobudur on the website for 
the PBS Treasures of the World  television series reads in part: “Built from nearly two million stone blocks of andesite, a 
bluish-gray volcanic stone, Borobudur is shaped like a stepped pyramid, the base of which is 402 feet long from north 
to south and 383 feet long from east to west; the height is now 95 feet above ground level. The colossal monument 
consists of six rectangular terraces topped by three concentric circular terraces.  “Four of the terraces are galleries. … 
At first sight, the square galleries are an overwhelming mass of images depicting the activities of gods and mortals 
carved in the dark volcanic stone along the wide processional paths. There are more than 1,300 narrative panels 
illustrating the life of Buddha and Buddhist texts, the largest and most complete collection of Buddhist reliefs in the 
world … ” 
 

 

Angkor Wat, another one of the world’s largest religious complexes, is shown 
on the 1.40-franc stamp for use from the UNPA post office at the Palais des 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland.  Angkor Wat recently was voted as the 2015 
winner of the Traveler’s Choice Landmark poll on the Trip Advisor website.  
In announcing the winner, Trip Advisor said, “ … Angkor Wat in Cambodia is 
a true wonder, a magnificently mesmerizing ancient temple site built in the 
12th century.  A Hindu temple eventually converted to a Buddhist temple and 
surrounded by a massive 650-foot wide moat, Angkor Wat was named a

UNESCO World Heritage site and has become a symbol of Cambodia, appearing on the Cambodian national flag.” 
 

The other stamp for use from the Palais des Nations, a 1.90fr denomination, 
depicts the Ifugao rice terraces of the Cordillera Mountains on the island of 
Luzon in the Philippines.  The website, It’s More Fun in the Philippines, 
http://itsmorefuninthephilippines.com, gave this brief description: “Etched 
along the contours of the hills and mountains around the province, you will 
find a 2,000-year-old man-made engineering feat — and it looks like a staircase 
built for the gods. …”  Handed down from generation to generation, the 
terraces are considered a living “cultural landscape of unparalleled beauty,”  
according to UNESCO. 
 

 

The historic city of Ayutthaya, Thailand, and the complex of Hue monuments 
in Vietnam are honored on the 0.80 and 1.70 stamps for use from the UNPA 
post office at the Vienna International Center in Vienna, Austria.  Founded in 
1350, Ayutthaya served as the capital of the Siamese kingdom for more than 
400 years, as well as a center of global democracy and commerce, before being 
destroyed by the Burmese army in 1767.  The city’s historic remains, including 
tall reliquary towers and huge Buddhist monasteries, “give an idea of its past 
splendor,” according to UNESCO. 

 

Gia Long, the first emperor of the Nguyen dynasty, founded Hue in 1802 as 
Vietnam’s capital. This city on the Perfume River (also called the Huong River) 
was a cultural and religious center during the 143 years of the dynasty.  
Hundreds of monuments and ruins are included in the complex, which is 
known both for its architecture and beautiful landscaping. 
 
Sergio Baradat of the United Nations designed the stamps, using photographs 
from Agefotostock. 
 
Each stamp measures 50 millimeters by 35mm and is perforated gauge 13. 
Joh. Enschede of the Netherlands printed the stamps by offset in sheets of 20. 
The printing quantities are 130,000 each of the 49¢ and $1.20 stamps; 120,000 
each of the €0.80 and €1.70; and 110,000 each of the 1.40fr and 1.90fr. 
 
Page  # 12                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Old World Archaeologist  / July 2015

https://unstamps.org/shop/2015-world-heritage-south-east-asia/
http://www.pbs.org/treasuresoftheworld


New Digs 

United Nations   -   2015 World Heritage – South East Asia,     (cont’d from previous pg) 

Prestige booklets with stamps, text and illustrations also will be issued in the following quantities: 17,000 of the 
U.N./Vienna booklet, and 13,000 each of the U.N./New York and U.N./Geneva booklets. 

The first stamps in the UNPA World Heritage series, issued Nov. 19, 1997, feature China’s terra-cotta warriors. 
These stamps also commemorated the 25th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention. The next UNPA World Heritage set, 
issued Dec. 4, 1998, highlighted Schoenbrunn Palace in Vienna, Austria.  From 1999 through 2014, various World Heritage sites 
from the following countries or regions were honored on the stamps: Australia, March 19, 1999; Spain, Oct. 6, 2000; Japan, Aug. 1, 
2001; Italy, Aug. 30, 2002; the United States, Oct. 24, 2003; Greece, Aug. 12, 2004; Egypt, Aug. 4, 2005; France, June 17, 2006; 
South America, Aug. 9, 2007; Germany, May 7, 2009; Nordic Countries, May 5, 2011; Africa, Sept. 5, 2012; China, April 11, 2013; 
and Taj Mahal, India, July 16, 2014.  For ordering information for the World Heritage Southeast Asia set, visit 
http://unstamps.un.org; e-mail unpanyinquiries@un.org; telephone 800-234-8672; fax 212-963-9854; or write to UNPA, Box 5900, 
Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163-5900. 
 

Archaeology Today 

400-year-old Cannon Among Spanish Armada Relics Found Off Ireland 
More than four centuries after it sank to the sea bed, the secrets of a Spanish Armada wreck are being uncovered off 
the west coast of Ireland.  A number of cannons, timbers and an anchor from La Juliana, one of three Armada ships 
wrecked off the coastline in 1588, have been recovered by divers for Ireland's heritage ministry.  Heavy storms over the 
past two years are thought to have uncovered the 16th century vessel, long buried in the sandy sea bed off the coast of 
Streedagh, in County Sligo. 
    The government was first alerted after timbers started washing ashore in April, said Heather Humphreys, Minister 
for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Irish-language region), in a news release.  "On current evidence, the other two 
wreck sites remain buried beneath a protective layer of sand, but the wreck of La Juliana is now partly exposed on the 
seabed along with some of its guns and other wreck material," Humphreys said.  "This material is obviously very 
historically and archaeologically significant."  Humphreys said the priority for the government was to safely recover the 
artifacts, "so they can be conserved and safeguarded by the National Museum, whilst at the same time also recording 
the wider wreck site." 
    Among the relics recovered by divers are two cannons, including one dated 1570 which bears a dedication to and 
depiction of Saint Matrona, particularly venerated in Spain's Catalonia region. They are said to be in excellent condition. 
La Juliana, a merchant ship built in 1570, was one of 130 vessels called into service by the king of Spain, Philip II, for 
his armada.  
    The flotilla set sail for England in July 1588 with the aim of overthrowing its protestant ruler, Queen Elizabeth I. But 
a combination of mistakes, poor planning and attacks by the English navy resulted in the Spanish fleet being scattered 
in the English Channel and fleeing up the east coast of England.  A severe storm in the North Atlantic caused many of 
the beleaguered Spanish ships to sink off Scotland and the west coast of Ireland.  The recovery operation is expected to 
last a number of weeks, the Irish government said. 
By Laura Smith-Spark, CNN  Thu June 18, 2015  CNN's Elaine Ly contributed to this report. 

 

'Sleeping Beauty': 2,000-year-old Remains Found in Biblical City 
It was the Queen of Sheba that first drew Louise Schofield -- an archaeologist and former curator at the British 
Museum -- to the Gheralta plateau in northern Ethiopia. She'd heard tell of a 20-foot stone stele carved with an 
inscription and a symbol often linked to the biblical queen: a sun and crescent moon. "The story of the Queen of Sheba 
has a central place in the heart of all Ethiopians, so I became interested in the story myself," she recalls (Sheba is 
thought to be located in parts of Ethiopia). It was this initial visit that ultimately led her to discover the 2,000-year-old 
remains of a character she fondly refers to as "sleeping beauty." 
    The grave was discovered at the stone stele, in an area that was once part of the ancient kingdom of Aksum, which 
today encompasses Ethiopia and Eritrea. Inside, Schofield's team found the skeleton of a woman posed in a resting 
position, with her chin laid gently on one hand. A Roman-era bronze mirror was placed before her face. The corpse was 
surrounded with glass vessels (to catch the tears of the dead), as well as a bronze cosmetics spoon and a lump of kohl 
eyeliner. "She must have been very wealthy, and probably well-loved to be placed in this position, and judging by all the 
items of finery around her," surmised Schofield.  
    The dig also uncovered several other graves, all of which had several bodies buried beneath. In some, she found the 
remains of large warriors clad who each wore an iron bangle. "We think they were warriors from a battle," she says. The 
unusual find suggests trade between Rome and Aksum started at least 200 years earlier than previously believed.  

(cont’d pg 14) 
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Archaeology Today 

'Sleeping Beauty': 2,000-year-old Remains Found in Biblical City      (cont’d from pg 13) 
As the dig is less than a month old, there's still a lot of information yet to come in about this restful lady. A bone expert 
wasn't able to ascertain her age at the time of death because the pelvis -- which usually provides a close approximation -
- had been consumed by termites. Schofield hopes that analysis of the teeth will provide some answers. "There was 
something very personal about the way she was lying," Schofield says. The remains were also found surrounded by clay 
containers that likely contained food or drink (these have also been sent off for analysis). "The food, drink and 
cosmetics were all presumably left for her to use in the afterlife. She was pre-Christian and that's how people buried 
their dead then," says Schofield.  
    Shofield has a bit of the Midas touch when it comes to extraordinary finds. She also recently uncovered a Roman-era 
perfume flask in the same cemetery, although by chance. The archaeologist is also the director of London-based NGO 
The Tigray Trust,  and the item was first brought to her attention by a local farmer she  knew  through the organization.  
"I had been showing around a member of the Peace Corps who had been working in a nearby town (around the site), 
and we'd been out in the blazing sun for 8 hours, when a farmer I knew said his friend found something old, and he'd 
been keeping it for me," she recalls. "I was apologizing to the Peace Corps guy. I told him, 'it could be an old coffee 
pot, but you never know, it could be the Queen of Sheba's perfume flask.'"  
By Daisy Carrington, for CNN   June 15, 2015 
 

Investigating the Case of the Earliest Known Murder Victim 
A 430,000-year-old skull discovered in a Spanish cave bears evidence of deliberate, lethal blunt force trauma.  Violence 
is often said to be a fundamental part of human nature. Now there’s evidence to support that claim. In a cave in 
northern Spain, archeological detectives discovered the remains of a 430,000-year-old skull bearing what appears to be 
lethal, deliberately inflicted blunt force trauma. If the scientists’ interpretation of the wound is accurate, the skull 
represents the earliest known murder. 
   To piece this dark story together, an international team of researchers had to assemble the evidence—literally. The 
ancient hominin skull, called Cranium 17, was discovered broken into 52 pieces, buried under layers of clay in a deep pit 
within a cavern in the Atapuerca Mountains. The specific site in question, Sima de los Huesos (“Pit of Bones”), was 
discovered in 1984 and contains the remains of at least 28 early Neanderthal individuals from the Middle Pleistocene, a 
period ranging from about 781,000 to 126,000 years ago. 
   The only way to access the site is through a vertical chimney that extends more than 40 feet straight down. Scientists 
are not certain how the bodies came to be there, but many suspect that they were purposefully deposited. Although 
little is known about Cranium 17, including the gender of the person it once belonged to, this skull stood out from all 
the other remains found in the pit. Scientists determined that the person died as a young adult, and the skull features 
two prominent holes in what once was the forehead, just above the left eye socket. 
   On first sight, the holes appeared to be the result of blunt force trauma, but the researchers could not be sure just by 
looking. To vet their hunch, the research team put Cranium 17 through a rigorous round of modern forensic analysis, 
which they detail in PLOS ONE. They produced a CT scan of the skull and created a 3D model. This allowed them to 
measure the fracture angle and to recreate the impact trajectories needed to produce such holes, as well as examine 
crack patterns that indicate whether a wound was inflicted before or after death. Additionally, they studied the bone to 
see if it showed any signs of healing—an indication that the wound was not fatal.  
   Cranium 17 showed no evidence of healing, but neither did it appear to have been damaged postmortem. In other 
words, the victim most likely died from their wounds. In addition, the blows were probably not an accident, the authors 
say—accidents tend to happen on the side of the head, whereas intentional violence tends to be focused on the face.  
The lesions’ position on the left side of the face points to blows coming from a right-handed individual, and past 
studies indicate that most of the hominins found at Sima de los Huesos were indeed right-handed. The same instrument 
appears to have made each of the fractures but from different angles, suggesting two independent strikes. Multiple 
blows usually point to “a clear intention to kill,” the researchers point out. All in all, they conclude, the evidence 
indicates that the skull’s owner was murdered. 
   While ancient skeletons examined in past studies have turned up evidence of cannibalism and injury, none of those 
deaths have definitively been linked to murder. As such, Cranium 17 represents the earliest case of murder in the 
hominin fossil record, the authors write, “demonstrating that this is an ancient human behavior.” It's unclear whether 
the murderer secreted away the body and dumped it into the pit, or if the body was deposited there in a public 
ceremony. If the other individuals found in the pit were not hidden murder victims or casualties of accidental falls, it 
seems likely that they were all deposited in the pit purposefully by a group of their peers. In that case, Sima de los 
Huesos also contains evidence of another first, the authors write: “the earliest funerary behavior in the human fossil record.”   
By Rachel Nuwer,  Smithsonian.com May 27, 2015 
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Archaeology Today 

More Evidence Found for Neanderthal Adaptability 
There is a cave in Northern Israel which is known locally as the Amud Cave. This cave was occupied at various times 
over the millennia but most notably during two Ice Ages, separated by 10,000 years. The caves have previously 
provided evidence of Neanderthal occupation, including one specimen which had the largest cranial capacity of any 
Neanderthal found so far. 
     An international group of researchers have been examining the remains of gazelle found in the caves, to gather more 
information on Neanderthal hunting patterns. The periods they researched covered two distinct Ice Ages. The first is 
known as Marine Isotope Stage 4 (69,000 - 127,000 BCE) and the second is known as Marine Isotope Stage 3 (55,000 - 
68,000 BCE). 
     By analysis of tooth enamel (oxygen, carbon and strontium isotopes) they worked out that the gazelle had grazed on 
the higher slopes, above the cave, during the earlier Ice Age, which had been drier and so grazing was restricted to 
higher altitudes, but that they had foraged much closer, on the lower slopes during the later one, when food was more 
abundant. 
     Team Leader, Gideon Hartman of the University of Connecticut (USA) is quoted as saying "This study shows that 
Neanderthals adjusted their hunting territories considerably in relation to varying environmental conditions over the 
course of occupation in  the Amud Caves". 
Edited from Popular Archaeology (7 May 2015) 

 

Oldest Known Jawbone From Human Genus Found in Ethiopia 
With the discovery of a gray, fossilized jawbone in a remote corner of Ethiopia, a student at Arizona State University 
may have changed our understanding of our earliest ancestors.  The partial lower jaw is the oldest known fossil evidence 
of the genus Homo, to which modern day humans belong, according to a study published Wednesday in the journal 
Science.  The jawbone has been dated to 2.8 million years ago -- which predates the previously known fossils of the 
Homo lineage by approximately 400,000 years, according to Arizona State University. 
   Chalachew Seyoum, a graduate student from Ethiopia, came across the fossil -- the left side of a lower jaw with five 
teeth -- while on a field expedition in the Afar region of eastern Ethiopia in 2013.  "Honestly, it was an exciting 
moment," Seyoum said, according to a news release from the university.  "I had good experience in field surveying and 
knew where potential sediments are. I climbed up a little plateau and found this specimen right on the edge of the hill."  
The age of the fossil means it could help fill in an important gap in our knowledge. 
   It also means the Homo genus could have evolved nearly half a million years earlier than previously thought. 
Researchers have previously found fossil remains dating back 3 million years or more, such as the skeleton of "Lucy," 
the famous 3.2 million-year-old remains of the species Australopithecus afarensis. Those remains were found in 1974 
not far from the site of the latest discovery. Scientists have also found fossils that are 2.3 million years old and younger, 
which are in the genus Homo and are closer to modern day humans. But until now there has been little fossil evidence 
from the 700,000 years in between -- a crucial period in the evolution from hominids like Lucy to the Homo genus. 
   "The importance of the specimen is that it adds a data point to a period of time in our ancestry in which we have very 
little information," said William H. Kimbel, director of ASU's Institute of Human Origins, in the university's news 
release.  "This is a little piece of the puzzle that opens the door to new types of questions and field investigations that 
we can go after to try to find additional evidence to fill in this poorly known time period." 
The jawbone, found in the Ledi-Geraru area of the Afar region, combines features seen in Australopithecus afarensis 
with those seen in later specimens of the Homo genus, according to the study. 
   Professor Kaye Reed, of Arizona State University, said the discovery was the result of years of searching in the area.  
Surveying began in 2002, she said, but researchers only began to pick up fossils in the area where the jawbone was 
found in 2012, having realized the sediments there were old enough to yield Australopithecus afarensis specimens.   
"Instead, we were rewarded with a much more exciting discovery," she said. 
Already the team has been able to establish that this early human ancestor walked on two legs and lived in a dry, arid 
climate, Reed said. Researchers are still working to determine what it ate and whether it used stone tools.   
"It's an excellent case of a transitional fossil in a critical time period in human evolution," said Kimbel. 
By Laura Smith-Spark, CNN  Updated 9:55 AM ET, Thu March 5, 2015 

 

Schoolboy Spots Bird Carved on Ancient Stone 
The phrases 'hidden in plain sight' and 'cannot see the wood for the trees' have been applied to many situations over 
time but never, it is thought, with respect to Neolithic stones before.  The Calderstones are thought to be the oldest 
monument in Liverpool and can be found in the Harthill Greenhouse at Calderstones Park in Allerton, Liverpool  
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Schoolboy Spots Bird Carved on Ancient Stone                  (cont’d from pg 15) 

(England).  The stones,  originally situated at the junction of  Druids Cross Lane  and  Menlove Avenue  are  said to be  
remnants of a burial chamber used for a local Neolithic community approximately 5,000 years ago.  
     A school party from Calderstones School in Liverpool were on a field trip to view the six ancient Calderstones, after 
which their school was named. A budding archaeologist, 13 year old Connor Hannaway, was taking some note when he 
dropped his pencil. As he picked it up he spotted the outline of what he thought was a bird, engraved into the stone. 
Connor mentioned this to their guide for the day, Richard MacDonald, Heritage Stories Maker at The Reader 
Organisation, but his question was dismissed out of hand. But Connor persisted in  his questioning and eventually 
Richard MacDonald had to admit that he was right. 
     Richard said "I'd read all the academic papers and what the historians had said about the stones and no one 
mentioned a bird carving. When Connor asked me what the bird meant I just thought, it doesn't matter because we 
haven't got one! It just goes to show how the untrained eye can spot things experts miss" He went on to say "After 
Connor made the discovery I wanted to make sure the carvings hadn't been mentioned anywhere. I spoke to an expert 
in Bristol who was totally unaware of it and said it was remarkable. It just goes to show there are things out there still to 
be discovered". 
     Although the stones themselves date to approximately 2,800 BCE it is thought that the carvings were not added 
until 5th - 15th Centuries CE. 
Edited from Liverpool echo (17 April 2015) 

 
5,500-year-old Fingerprint Found on Danish Vessel 
Danish archaeologists doing a survey ahead of the construction of the Femern Belt link scheme, an immersed tunnel 
that will connect the German island of Fehmarn with the Danish island of Lolland, have found a 5,500-year old-ceramic 
vessel bearing the fingerprint of the artisan who made it. It was found in pieces in a former fjord east of Rødby Havn, 
on the south coast of Lolland, Denmark. 
     The vessel is known with the name 'funnel beaker,' a kind of ceramics which features a flat bottom with a funnel 
shaped neck. Such earthenware is characteristic of the Funnel Beaker Culture (4000-2800 BCE), which represents the 
first farmers in Scandinavia and the north European plain. 
     "It is one of three beakers at the site, which originally was deposited whole probably containing some food or liquid 
presumably as part of some long forgotten ritual," Line Marie Olesen, archaeologist at the Museum Lolland-Falster said. 
At the same site Olesen and colleagues last year found a 5,500-year-old flint axe with the handle still attached. The axe 
was deliberately jammed into what used to be the seabed during the Stone Age. 
     As the beaker was brought to the Danish National Museum for conservation, experts noticed a fingerprint on the 
interior surface. "It must have been left there while manufacturing the pot," Olesen said. "The fragile fingerprint, left 
unintentionally, is an anonymous, yet very personal signature, which somehow brings us a bit closer to the prehistoric 
people and their actions," Olesen added. 
     Last year the same archaeological survey unearthed 5,000-year-old footprints left by people who attempted to save 
parts of their fishing system before it was flooded and covered in sand. 
Edited from Discovery News (26 June 2015) 
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