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The ancient city of Ephesus near the modern town of Selcuk, is about 50km south of 
Izmir (Smyrna) in Turkey. Greek legend says Ephesus was founded by Androclus in the 
9th Century BC with Greek colonists from Athens. Mycenaean pottery has been found on 
the site attesting to much earlier Greek habitation. There is also evidence of earlier 
settlement preparing the Greeks by more than 3000 years.  
 

In the middle of the 6th Century BC Lydian King Croesus invaded Ephesus and built the 
Temple of Artemis. 
 

Under the protection of the goddess Artemis, the city developed from Hellenistic 
foundation around 300BC, becoming a major urban center with a harbor on the 
Mediterranean. 

 
Turkey, Scott #3421, 
issued 2015  

 
By the 1st Century AD Ephesus may have had as many as 500,000 residents, making it one of the largest cities in the 
ancient world. 
 

Unlike other ancient Greek/Roman cities; Alexandria, Constantinople, Rome; Ephesus was abandoned in antiquity.  
While the others thrive today and cannot be excavated, Ephesus has been a favorite excavation site of archaeologists for 
more than a century.  The Austrian Archaeological Institute has been working at the site since 1895.  In 1999 a request 
for nomination of Ephesus was sent to the World Heritage Center.  Excavation works in Ephesus will go on for many 
more years together with restoration works.  Each piece brought to light gives new clues to archeologists about more 
objects to be discovered or mysteries to be solved.   
 

 

<<  Turkey Ruins of the Odeon, Scott #1102, issued Aug.16, 1953 
 

 
The Odeon in Ephesus, built in the 2nd Century AD, was an assembly hall for 
the administrators of the City.  A capacity of 1400 seats on 23 rows indicates that 
it was also used for concerts. 

 

Ephesus is the site of the Temple of Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  However, there are also 
sites of importance to Christians, which has ensured its ongoing popularity after the destruction of the ancient temple. 
 

 

<<  Temple of Artemis, Mongolia #1892 
 

In 356BC the Temple was destroyed by fire (on the night Alexander, Son of 
Philip II was born), and rebuilt several decades later.  The second temple was 
built in the 4th Century BC on the same ground plan but this time being on a 
base with 13 steps. The fact that the temple faced west while Greek temples 
faced east as a rule is some proof of it being of Anatolian origin. 
 

http://www.ephesusguide.com/
http://www.city.net/countries/turkey/izmir/
http://www.city.net/countries/turkey/
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From the Editor:   

 

Hey!  Anybody planning to attend the Great American 
Stamp Show?  I have already booked my hotel room and 
will be arriving the day before the show opens and leaving 
on the Sunday.  I haven’t booked a meeting room yet but if 
half a dozen members will be attending I can do so and we 
will have a place to sit and sneak a sandwich. 
 
I never have time for a good sit-down lunch at stamp 
shows but usually manage to get a few bites of a sandwich 
at the ATA booth, it may take several hours to eat that 
sandwich. 
 
As I write this I am quarantined, along with the rest of 
Smithtown, Long Island, to avoid getting COVID-19.  The 
entire town shut down March 13th.  No library, no town 
offices, even the senior center shut down and made home 
deliveries with the busses!  Now that was a sight to be seen! 
 
I have information about new digs, but am unable to 
download the illustrations at home; I usually do that at my 
local library . . . but it’s closed.  The bank is open to deposit 
dues checks, with Purel on the counter Mikey greeted me 
as I walked in.  MY bank should be so friendly! 
 
St. Patrick’s Day dinner – cancelled, quilt guild – cancelled, 
crochet club – cancelled.  Stamp club – cancelled!  I am out 
of books on CD, DVDs and in a week finished a book that 
has 440 pages.  The local diner has signs out “20% 
discount pick-ups and deliveries”!  You’d think I have time 
to clean the house but . . . I’m putting away stamps I 
bought in 2016-2018.  I’ve managed to keep up with the 
later issues.   
 
I got an email suggesting I should work on a new exhibit to 
have it ready for Hartford (if that’s not cancelled!).  Nah.  I 
also have 2 collections sitting in my livingroom to be 
appraised but I need the library for access to the Scotts 
Catalogs.  If I’d have known they would not open on 
Friday the 13th I would have taken them all out on 
Thursday!    
 

I hope I can get this issue out by mid-April!  I need stamps 
and I’m sure I will run out of ink; but that’s no problem, 
Staples is open. 
 

Oh, 3 sewing machines in the house and NONE of them 
are working!  If I can’t manage to fix one of them by 
Monday I’m buying a new one!  Oh, everything is closed 
from Monday.  Oh well, maybe the next week.  Next 
month?  When are taxes due anyway?  Hope this gets out 
by 15th (May); need ink, need stamps.  PDFs anyone? 

Caroline 

Page  # 2                                                                                            The Old World Archaeologist   /   April 2020 

mailto:editor@owasu.org
mailto:editor@owasu.org
http://www.owasu.org/
mailto:webadmin@owasu.org


Ephesus, Turkey UNESCO Heritage Site, 2015 

by Caroline Scannell            (cont’d from pg 1) 

 

The Temple of Artemis was the most beautiful structure on earth. It was built in honor of the Greek goddess of 
hunting, wild nature, and fertility. That was the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus. 
 
During the Roman imperial period Ephesus was a major metropolis of the province of Asia and thought of as the 
Rome of the East. 
 
In the beginning of the 5th Century AD the temple was destroyed by a fanatical mob which was regarded as the final 
triumph of Christianity over paganism.  In AD 401 the Temple of Artemis was torn down by St John Chrysostom. 
 
Basilica of St. John:  At his crucifixion Jesus asked his disciple, John, to look after his mother. John and the Virgin Mary 
went to Ephesus between AD 42 and 48 and lived there. John was martyred under the rule of the Emperor Trajan.  The 
original church was replaced in the 6th Century AD by a huge basilica built by the Emperor Justinian, the impressive 
ruins of which are still visible. 
 
In the Middle Ages, pilgrims to the Holy Land stopped at Ephesus to pray in the basilica of St. John and the Virgin 
Mary. 
 

   
Turkey, Ruins of St. John’s    Turkey, Church of St. John the 
Church, Scott #1750             Apostle, Scott#1103, issued 
Issued July 26,1967                Aug 16,1953. 

It is believed that Ephesus was the Virgin Mary’s last 
home on earth.  She was brought to Ephesus by St. 
John. It is known with certainty that the Virgin Mary 
went to Ephesus and lived there for some time. 
Whether or not she died in Ephesus was not known 
until Anne Catherine Emmerich’s (died 1884) vision. 
The German nun, who had never been to Ephesus had 
a vision of the House of the Virgin Mary and described 
it in detail to the German writer Clemens Brentano 
who later published a book about it.   

 

In 1891 Paul, Superior of the Lazarists from Izmir read about her vision and found a little building corresponding to 
Emmerich’s descriptions. Archeological evidence showed that the little house was from the 6th Century AD but the 
foundations were from the 1stCentury AD.  This site was officially declared a shrine of the Roman Catholic Church in 
1896, and since then it has become a popular place of pilgrimage. Many stamps were issued to commemorate the visit 
of Pope Paul VI on July 26th 1967. 
 

           
Turkey, Virgin Mary’s house,          Turkey, Restored house of Virgin Mary,    Turkey, Shrine of the Virgni Mary inside 
Scott#1558, issued Dec 8 1962       Scott#1107, issued Aug 16,1953                the house, Scott#1104, issued Aug 16,1953. 
 

The stamp at right depicts the inside view of the house after restoration. 
 

  

 
<<  Turkey, View of Shrine inside Virgin Mary’s house, Scott#1749,  issued July 26,1967 

 
A Byzantine city quarter was found next to the Church of St. Mary. 
 
 

(Cont’d pg 4)
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Ephesus, Turkey UNESCO Heritage Site, 2015 

by Caroline Scannell        (cont’d from pg 3) 
 

 
Greece, Emperors Constantine & 
Justinian bringing offerings to Virgin 
Mary Byzantine Mosaic, Scott#922, 
issued Apr 27, 1968 

 

 
Turkey, Mary’s House Inside view 
with Shrine, Scott#1557, Dec 8, 1962 
 

 
Turkey, Statue of Virgin Mary, 
Scott#1559, issued Dec 8, 1962 

Today the area is known as Meryemana Evi and is cared for by the Coptic Church. 
 

 
Turkey, Shrine of the Seven Sleepers, 
Scott #1106, issued Aug 16, 1953. 

 

 
 
 
Biblical buffs may know the town as the inspiration for St. Paul's Epistle 
to the Ephesians and it was the site of one of the Seven Churches of 
Asia Minor. 

  
 

Club News 

This past April I actually got out all the renewals and sent a message by email to everyone I could advising them that the 
April issue of The Old World Archaeologist hopefully would be mailed in May.  I do not own a set of Scotts Catalogues 
and never will.  It is completely unworkable. Before they are printed they are obsolete, they cost about $600/year which 
I can better put into my collections.  Then the best reason; where would I put them?  My stamp holdings increase 
annually by about two 1” looseleaf books.  Last count one was 58 books (2012) and another was 32 books.  I haven’t 
counted in years.  It is much more convenient to sit in the library with my I-Pad open to email and their computer with 
2 or 3 sites open and my thumb drive inserted for downloads, an extra chair next to me with the Scotts Catalogues open 
on that chair.  As I write this I really have no idea when this issue will go to press and be mailed. 
 

A Look Beyond the Catalogs:  A Menkaure Triad 

By Hugh W. Johnston 

 

Recently my attention was directed to the possibility that the name “Queen Nefertari” might be a caption on stamps of 
Egypt in Scott’s Catalogue bearing the wrong image.  This led to a search in the 2005 edition of Scott, plus parallel 
searches in Balian and The Nile Post.  Some interesting results were found. 
 

Using the 2005 edition of Scott I found that a 50m definitive stamp in the 1972-75 series was 
captioned “Nefertari” (Scott Egypt #898).  Balian pictures the stamp but does not add a 
caption; The Nile Post (D314) captions the stamp “Goddess Hathor”.  Now often images on 
definitive stamps parallel similar images on commemorative stamps.  So I looked for a 
commemorative which might settle the matter. 
 

Scott Egypt B9 seemed to hold the answer.  It carries the caption “Goddess Hathor, King Men-
kau-Re (Mycerinus) and Jackelheaded Goddess”.  Balian states only “Triad of Mycarenus 
(misspelled?)”  and The Nile Post states: Triad of Mycerinus”. 
 

 
Egypt Scott#898 
issued 1975 

 

(Cont’d next pg) 
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A Look Beyond the Catalogs:  A Menkaure Triad 

By Hugh W. Johnston               (Cont’d from pg 4) 

The central image on the stamp is taken from a slab now in the Cairo Egyptian Museum entitled “Triad of Menkaure”.  
The dark amorphous slate slab, one of four triads, was found in the Queen’s Temple (Pyramid III a). Menkaure (2532-
2504BC), wearing the white crown of Upper Egypt, is accompanied by the goddess Hathor on his right, hand on his 
left by a goddess on whose head is the symbol of the Diospolis nome, the 7th administrative district of Upper Egypt.  
The goddess is not jackelheaded.  Both ladies have the facial features of Menkaure’s queen, Khamerernebty II. 
 

 

<<  Scott #B9, Mar 9,1947 
 
If you examine Scott Egypt B9 under a magnifying glass you will see hieroglyphs at the feet of 
the statues.  These have been translated by George Reisner as follows: 
“On top of the base in front of the King and Hathor:  “Horus-Khet; King of Upper and 
Lower Egypt, Men-kau-re, beloved of Hathor, mistress of the Sycamore Tree, in all her seats”. 
 
(Ed. Note: History Magazine gives deity on right as “of the Waset nome”.  The piece was excavated by 
George Reisner in 2910) 

 

On top of the base, in front of the nome figure; “Recitation; I have given you every good thing and all offerings which 
are in the South (for) you have appeared as King of Upper and Lower Egypt forever.” 
 

   

<< Egypt Scott N113,  Issued 1964 

 
Now let us finish with a look at a definitive stamp (Scott Egypt N113) depicting Nefertari.  The 
cartouche clearly identifies the queen on a wall painting in her tomb in the Valley of the Queens 
in Western Thebes.  The headdress is not lunar but is a twin-plumed vulture cap. 

 

Editors Note:  This article may have been published in 2005, or may not have.  The illustrations were poor and would not 
reproduce.  It was found in a folder in my garage one day when I was cleaning it out somewhat.   
 

New Digs 

    

Aruba, issued Dec 9, 
2019, archaeology in 
Carribbean, Designed by: 
Alfonso de Windt 
 
Face values: 100c, 130c, 
220c, 320c 

100 cents: Tools 
This stamp represents an Ancient Hammer and Grain 
Grinder.  Imagine all the tasks you do in one day and the 
many different tools needed to complete them. 
Amerindians spent a lot of time making, recycling and 
repairing tools from the materials readily available to 
them such as stone, shell, coral, wood and bone. 
  

130 cents: Excavating Ceramic Objects 
Eating and Drinking 
This stamp represents bowls, utensils and cups, 
everything you need to eat, drink and share food. 
Although the materials are different, ancient dishware 
served the same purpose as it does today. The kitchen 
was and is a busy place. Amerindians worked together to 
prepare and cook food in communal areas outside the 

home.  Archaeologists have discovered many artefacts 
used for processing and storing food. 
  

220 cents: Beauty and Currency 
From the smallest pendant to the most finely decorated 
ceramic, the skill and creativity of Amerindians is 
unmistakable; drilling, polishing, painting, grinding 
modeling. These were just a few of the techniques used 
by artisans. This skill is most prominently displayed in 
exquisitely crafted stone and shell beads. The workman-
ship is so precise, that attempts to replicate it have failed. 
Finely crafted pottery was delicately painted, molded, 
incised and punctured. 
  Bead necklaces were not only forms of decoration and 
personal status, but also used as currency in trading 
relations. The value was determined by the craftsman- 
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New Digs  
Aruba, Archaeology in Carribbean,  (cont’d prevs. pg) 
 

ship, the length of the necklace and the size of the beads. 
In Aruba, both shell and stone necklaces have been 
discovered, although shell was much more common. 
Among the Caiquetio, the smallest, most finely crafted 
beads would have held the highest value. The skill 
required to shape and drill these tiny pieces was very 
much appreciated. 
  Many of these objects were discovered in graves, 
illustrating their importance.  Huge deposits of shells 
called “shell middens” have been discovered in Aruba. A 
“shell midden” is a heap that is primarily made up of 
shells and marine remains that have been discarded after 
the edible part of the animal was removed. Most 
“middens” are located near the shore except for one pre-
ceramic deposit located inland at Malmok near a burial 
site. Archaeologists study “shell middens” to discover 
what kind of food ancient people ate.  These deposits  
   

show that Amerindians ate conch, turtle, clams, fish and 
snails. 
  

320 cents: Burial Practices  
Amerindian burial practices were deliberate and often 
elaborate, incorporating rich grave goods that identified 
the person’s status in the community. During the 
Ceramic Period, the house functioned as both living 
space and burial ground. Many graves were discovered 
under the dirt floors of houses and village plazas. People 
living in the Ceramic period often buried their dead in 
jars or urns. This type of burial is referred to as an “urn 
burial”, which can be divided in primary and secondary. 
In a primary urn burial, the individual is buried right after 
death and all bones are present. In a secondary urn 
burial, all or some of the bones from a body buried in a 
pit or left to desiccate in the open air, are collected after 
some time and reburied in an urn. 
 

From Aruba Post

 

       

<< Bosnia & Herzegovina (Croat Admi.) Ethnological Treasure 2019 – 
Sword (Yagatan), issued Oct 9, 2019 
Yatagan, a cold weapon of oriental origin, was commonly used among 
all peoples in the Balkans, and especially in Dalmatia, Bosnia, 
Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Boka, Albania and other. It came to 
the Balkans via the Ottoman Empire, and each yatagan is handmade and 
thus unique. They are usually divided into dark and white-hilted ones

by the color of a horn or bone handle.  The Dalmatian yatagan M-1869 is a unique model of the world's cold weapon, 
since these are no longer unique but semi-industrially or semi-manufactory made pieces which involve serial production 
of identical pieces in terms of their dimensions, appearance and weight, and serial number and unit designations. Also, 
the handle is made of man-made bakelite derivatives, so it is unique and avant-garde in this respect as well. All known 
pieces of yataghan M-1869 have an army inventory stamp consisting of the name of the battalion and the number of 
weapons in the unit, and some of these figures are high and it can be inferred that all the domobrans were armed with 
such weapons. The image of the Austro-Hungarian military painter Julius von Blaas depicting the attack of the 79th 
Battalion (led by a local resident) on Livno during the occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1878 testifies to this. 
(Manuel Martinović, Croatian Post) 
 

 

<< Bosnia & Herzegovina (Bosnian),  'Cultural Heritage - Travnik Castle/Travnik 
Fortress, issued Oct 15, 2019 
Travnik Castle, locally known as Stari Grad Castle (old town castle), is a medieval town-
fortress complex in the city of Travnik, Central Bosnia Canton, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.  Dating back to pre-Ottoman Bosnia when the former Christian Kingdom 
ruled the region, there is no historical data as to the construction date of the Medieval 
fortress.  However, the  construction  type  and  other characteristics indicate that it was 
built sometime in the second half of the 14th century or in the first half of the 15th 

century. As a result It was probably built during the time of the Bosnian Kings Tvrtko II or Ostoja, and then rebuilt and 
expanded during the time of Stephen Thomas. The Travnik fortress was erected before the arrival of the Ottoman 
Turks for the purpose of defense, as the Ottomans penetrated deeper into Bosnia. Travnik itself was one of a number 
of fortified towns in the region built for this purpose, but was built too late to stem the Ottoman advance. 
 

   

Algeria, Archaeological Sites; Site of Ain Al 
Hanesh–Setif, Rock Art of the Sfissifa 
Station Al Ghicha–Laghouat, and the 
Mosque of Abu Al Muhajir Dinar –Mila,  
issued January 15, 2020. 

(info. on next pg) 
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New Digs 

 

Algeria, Archaeological Sites   (cont’d from pg 6) 

   Site of Ain Al Hanesh - Setif. Archeologists have discovered lithic tools and animal bones on the site of Ain Al 
Hanesh, dating from 2.4 million years ago. The site is situated at the municipality of GueltaZerka, district of El Eulma, 
in the wilaya of Setif, 35 km from the chief town of the wilaya. Although there is uncertainty about some factors, Aïn 
el-Hanech (in Algeria) is the site of one of the earliest traces of hominin occupation in the Maghrib. Located in the high 
plateau of northeastern Algeria, the important site of Ain Hanech documents the spread of hominids to northern Africa 
by at least 1.7 to 1.8 million years ago and represents the earliest known archaeological evidence in this part of Africa.  
The stamp depicts a petrified wood and fossilized tusk of prehistoric elephant that roamed at the area of Ain Al Hanesh 
over 2 million years ago. 
   Rock Art of the Sfissifa Station - Al Ghicha - Laghouat Primitive humans have always shown an interest in their 
natural environment, which they benefited from and used in their daily life, captured and illustrated through drawings 
and engravings, they put on the rocky surfaces around them and which we can see nowadays in different sites all over 
the country.  The drawing portrays a baby elephant in motion walking to the left side, protected by his mother. Put in 
the center of the facade and engraved in a thick and deep line, this drawing of 1.07m length and 1.85m wide is well 
preserved. 
   Mosque of Abu Al Muhajir Dinar – Mila 
The Mosque Sidi Ghanem of Mila was built around 675 by Abu Muhajer Dnar Dinar In the tenth century AH, historian 
and geographer Abu Ubayd-Allah Abd Al-Bakri quoted the mosque of Sidi Ghanem as "the first Mila mosque adjoining 
Dar El Imara" (House of Command).  In 675, Maslama appointed Abu al-Muhajir to the position of amir or general of 
the Umayyad forces in Ifriqiya. This position was already occupied by Uqba ibn Nafi, a member of the Banu Quraish. 
Maslama advised Abu al-Muhajir to relieve Uqba of his position with due deference, but it seems that this did not 
happen. The city of Mila was originally a Roman city. The Umayyad Arab armies arrived around 59 AH or 675 AD. 
They conquered the city under the commanded of Abu al-Muhajir Dinar. 
 

 
Denmark, UNESCO World Heritage in Denmark.  
The prestige booklet provides an introduction to 
UNESCO, a description of the seven Danish sites on the 
prestigious list and three gummed stamp sheets.  The 
stamps show five Danish locations designated World 
Heritage sites: The par force hunting landscape in North 
Zealand, Kronborg Castle, Stevns Klint, Jelling Mounds,  
Runic Stones and Church, and Christians-feld Moravian 
Church Settlement. The two other Danish places on the 
UNESCO List are Wadden Sea and Roskilde Cathedral, 
both previously the focus of Danish stamps. 
 

Kronborg is a castle and stronghold in the town of Helsingør, 
Denmark. Immortalized as Elsinore in William Shakespeare 's 
play Hamlet, Kronborg is one of the most important 
Renaissance castles in Northern Europe and has been added 
to UNESCO 's World Heritage Sites list (2000).  The current 
castle was finished in 1585. It is located on the coast at the 
narrowest point of the strait of Oresund with a great view 
across the water to Sweden. 
Tolls it collected from all ships entering the Baltic Sea. Today 
it is a major tourist attraction and an easy train ride away from 
Copenhagen. 
 

Stevns Klint is a white chalk cliff located some 6 km (3.7 mi) 
southeast of Store Heddinge on the Danish island of Zealand. 
Stretching 17 km (11 mi) along the coast, it is of geological 
importance as one of the best exposed Cretaceous-Tertiary 
(K/T) boundaries in the world. 
 

Jelling Mounds, Runic Stones and Church The Jelling burial 
mounds and one of the runic stones are striking examples of 
pagan Nordic culture, while the other runic stone and the 
church illustrate the Christianization of the Danish people 
towards the middle of the 10th century, found at the town of 
Jelling in Denmark. The older of the two Jelling stones was 
raised by King Gorm the Old in memory of his wife Thyra. 
The larger of the two stones was raised by King Gorm's son, 
Harald Bluetooth, in memory of his parents, celebrating his 
conquest of Denmark and Norway, and his conversion of the 
Danes to Christianity. The runic inscriptions on these stones 
are considered the best known in Denmark. 

(cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 

 

Denmark, UNESCO World Heritage  (cont’d) 
Runic Stones and Church  The tradition of raising stones that had runic inscriptions first appeared in the 4th and 5th  
century, in Norway and Sweden, and these early runestones were usually placed next to graves. The earliest Danish  
runestones appeared in the 8th and 9th centuries, and there are about 50 runestones from the Migration Period in 
Scandinavia.  Rune Stones are a set of 24 ancient alphabetic symbols, which are believed to have originated from the 
Northern parts of Europe sometime during the Palaeolithic times. As well as being alphabetic in nature, they are 
regarded by many as a symbology which is far more powerful in communication than the mortal words that we use 
today. 
 

Christiansfeld Moravian Church Settlement, a Moravian Church Settlement Founded in 1773 in South Jutland, the site 
is an example of a planned settlement of the Moravian Church, a Lutheran free congregation centred in Herrnhut, 
Saxony. 
 

 

    
Bulgaria, Historic Sailing Ships, issued Oct 
17, 2019. 

 

 
 
< ^ Issued in souvenir sheets of two with two labels in each sheet and also 
in sheets of 16.  The top sheet is Scott #4916-7 depicting a Chinese Junk 
from 800BC and Byzantine Dromon from 9th Century.  The bottom sheet 
is Scott #4917a depicting a Greek Bireme from 6th Century BC and #4917b 
depicting an English Galley from the 17th Century.  The stamps were 
designed by Nenko Atanasov.  Also issued in sheetlet of 4 sets of stamps 
printed on non-gummed paper. 

 

 <<French Polynesia,  Statue Deity A'A, issued Dec 13, 2019 

Considered one of the most emblematic Polynesian sculptures, the statue of the God A'a from 
the island of Rurutu, is an anthropomorphic figure of god Tangaroa (God creator in 
Polynesian mythology). (Interpretation of the history may vary) Made from «pua» wood 
(according to the ancients of Rurutu), recent research has suggested that it may have been 
carved as early as the sixteenth century. It stands 117cm high and is 36cm wide. It has a cavity 
at the back of the body, closed by a removable panel, which was probably originally used as a 
reliquary for the skull and bones of a sacred ancestor. It has 30 small representations that arise 
from its body symbolizing abundance and creative power. 

  When it was first encountered by European missionaries, the cavity contained 24 small god images. The statue was 
donated in 1821 to the collection of the London Missionary Society in London and was later transferred to the British 
Museum in 1890.  At that time the people of Rurutu were facing epidemics from introduced European diseases and 
among the remaining inhabitants, who wished to prove their allegiance to Christianity, a chief decided to go to Raiatea 
to offer the statue of the God A'a to the missionaries of the London Missionary Society. 
  In 2015, a tiny red feather was found in the cavity of the statue by Julie Adams, Curator at the British Museum. Red 
feathers were considered sacred by Polynesians and demonstrate the importance of the statue and its contents. The  

(cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 

 

French Polynesia,  Statue Deity A'A 
feather was identified as coming from a rare bird named «Lori de Kuhl», from the island of Rimatara, located about 150 
km from Rurutu. 
  The statue of the God A'A has always fascinated Polynesians and Europeans alike and is regularly requested for 
display in exhibitions around the world. For the sake of conservation, several copies were made from a mould. 
This statue has also intrigued many artists like the very famous Pablo Picasso who owned one of these rare copies. It 
should be noted that one of the copies appears today in the island of origin of Rurutu. Still today, the statue retains an 
element of mystery and an undeniable power. 

Fare Rata, the post office of Polynesia, in collaboration with the British Museum, have the honor to introduce you to this 
emblematic figure, the first in a series of philatelic issues highlighting the richness of Polynesian culture. 

 

 
Indonesia, Ancient Manuscripts Block of 4 

Scott #2510abcd, issued Sept 5, 2019 
 

A – La Galigo 
Sureq Galigo or La Galigo is an epic creation myth of the Bugis from 
South Sulawesi, written down in manuscript form between the 18th and 
20th century in the Indonesian language Bugis, based on an earlier oral 
tradition. 
B – Nagarakretagama 

Nāgarakṛtāgama, Javanese epic poem written in 1365 by Prapañcā. 
Considered the most important work of the vernacular literature that 
developed in the Majapahit era, the poem venerates King Hayam Wuruk 
(reigned 1350–89) and gives a detailed account of life in his kingdom. 
C – Babad Dipanegara 
At the end of March 2012 Indonesia completed a second submission by 
submitting a manuscript copy of the Dipadegara Babad from the Dutch 

Cultural Agency as an international collective memory or the International Memory of the World (MOW) List of World 
Memory from the Educational, Scientific Organization. 
D – Panji 
The Panji tales manuscripts of Leiden University Libraries and the national libraries of Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Cambodia were inscribed on 30 October 2017 in the prestigious UNESCO Memory of the World Register affirming 
their world significance.  In these romances, he is said to do deeds traditionally ascribed to mythical ancestors, and it has 
also been conjectured that the basis of the story reflects an ancient sun and moon myth. Some details of Panji may also 
be based on Kameçvara, a twelfth-century Javanese king of Kediri. Scenes from the Panji cycles appear in the narrative 
reliefs of the walls of East Javanese candi from the 13th century, where they are presented gracefully, naturalistically and 
delicately. 
 

                
Falaj Daris                Falaj Al-Khatmeen    Falaj Al-Muyassar      Falaj Al-Malki            Falaj Al-Jeela 
 

Oman,  Aflaj Irrigation - World Heritage, + s/s hv info from wiki, issued Dec 30, 2019, Scott #644-648a 
The Aflaj Irrigation Systems of Oman property includes five aflaj irrigation systems and is representative of some 
3,000 such systems still in use in Oman. The origins of this system of irrigation may date back to AD 500, but 
archaeological evidence suggests that irrigation systems existed in this extremely arid area as early as 2500 BC. 
   A World Heritage Site at Nizwa and providing the town with the water that is needed for its plantations, the Falaj 
Daris is the largest falaj in Oman. A small section of the falaj has been turned into a park where locals frequent! It is 
said that this ancient Falaj goes back to 2500 BC. 

(Cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 
 

Oman,  Aflaj Irrigation - World Heritage, issued Dec 30, 2019, Scott #644-648a      (cont’d from prevs. pg) 
   Falaj Al Khatmeen This historic 2,450 metre-long falaj is located in Barkat Al Mouz, Nizwa, and is famous for 
having a unique water distribution system and continuity of flow throughout the year.  It’s fascinating to see how one of 
its channels passes through Al Radeeda fortress on its way to the farmlands. 
   Falaj Al-Muyassar is a momentous landmark located in Wilayat of Izki, and considered as one of the oldest 
irrigation systems in Oman, this beautiful attraction was named after Malik bin Faham Al Uzdi, and is known for 
covering large plantations and palm groves in that area. The rocky structured ancient-style water distribution system is a 
must-visit destination. Primarily used for irrigation and farming purposes by the locals. 
   Falaj Al-Malki is a pure-water, mountainous falaj is located in Wilayat Sur and is named after its village of Jeela. 
Considered as the main source of water for the villagers, its channel is used for farm irrigation as well as other 
household purposes. Check out the lush farmlands that the place offers. 

Eds. Note:   minisheet of 5 just before publication I found that there is no souvenir sheet but instead a miniature sheet 
containing all 5 designs which was given the Scott Catalogue # 648a. 
 

 

Philippines,  International Year of 
Indigenous Languages Sheetlet of 4 Different 
(Artifacts), issued Dec 23, 2019, Scott 
#3848abcd.  
 
2019 was declared as the International Year 
of Indigenous Languages (IYIL) by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
 
Baybayin was featured to commemorate this 
occasion on souvenir sheets issue by Phlpost, 
which highlights the importance of the 
research and current discourse on baybayin. 

This ancient writing system has been the subject of lively, sometimes raucous discussions within the academe and other 
fora.  The National Museum of the Philippines recognizes baybayin as an umbrella term for the many indigenous 
writing systems found in the archipelago, including those that are considered extinct. Ongoing research regarding 
baybayin has resulted in various interpretations of available texts and inscriptions attributed to the script. This issuance 
is but one colorful page in the tome on which our nation’s continuous history is being written. This well-awaited 
chapter on baybayin has yet to be concluded. Featured on this souvenir sheet are artifacts from the collection of the 
National Museum of the Philippines: the Gitgit, the Calatagan Pot, the Butuan Ivory Seal, and the Monreal Stones.  
 

 
Spain, Wonders of the Modern World, Petra,  
Jan 14, 2020 First Day cover below. 

One of the New Ancient Wonders of the 
World, Petra was built in the 3rd century BC 
by the Nabataeans, who carved palaces, 
temples, tombs, storerooms and stables from 
the soft stone cliffs. It is among the best 
known World Heritage Sites. It is 
approached through the adjacent town of 
Wadi Musa, which is the accommodation and 
transport hub.  It was from Petra that the 

Nabataeans, a community of master builders whose skills included 
hydraulic engineering, iron production and copper refining, 
commanded the trade routes from Damascus to Arabia, profiting by 
the taxes paid on the caravans that passed through Nabataean 
territory. An earthquake in AD 555 is the most likely cause of the 
city's demise, but thankfully many of Petra's most impressive 
structures remain intact, making it a treasure trove of architectural 
surprises, hidden along hiking trails of various lengths and 
difficulties. 
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Russia  Centenary of Academic Archaeology, Aug 26, 2019, Scott #8060abcd 
 

a- Carved fish figurine 
b- Figure of a Woman 
c- White Sea Petroglyphs 
d-  Bison 

        
 

   

<< Tunisia, Three African Popes, Scott 
#1716-8, issued Dec 25, 2019 
 
The Three African Popes (from left to 
right) 
Pope Victor 1st 
Pope Miltiades 
Pope Gelasius 1st 

Although there are no authentic portraits of these popes, there are drawings and references in the Catholic 
Encyclopedia as to their being of African background. The names of the Three African Popes are:  
1- Victor (183-203 AD) (Saint Victor I) the 15th Pope. This pope was said to have decided when to celebrate Easter. He 
was the first pope to celebrate the liturgy and write Church documents in Latin rather than Greek. He is most famous 
for decreeing that Easter be universally celebrated on a Sunday, a practice already common in the West, but not so in 
the East. 
2- Mechiades or Militiades (311-314 AD). 
3- Gelasius (492-496 AD), the 49th Pope, who was born in Rome of African parents and was a member of the Roman 
clergy from his youth. Of the three African popes, he seems to have been the busiest. He served 4 years, 8 months and 
18 days. Gelasius followed up Miltiades’ work with the Manicheans. 
Three popes who have represented in Catholism are said to have come from the North African area that is present-day 
Algeria, Mauretania, Numidia, and Tunisia.  
 

       
Tunisia,  Archaeological Sites; Ain Dhab in Jabal-Sarj, The archaeological fort of Ghar El Melh, The archaeologial site 
of Althiburos in Dahmani, and The archaeologial site in Haidra, Scott #1719-22, issued Dec 29,2019. 
   Archaeological sites and monuments of Tunisia - Ain Dhab in Jabal-Sarj 
The Ain Dara temple, located near the village of Ain Dara, in Afrin, Syria is an Iron Age Syro-Hittite temple noted for 
its similarities to Solomon's Temple, also known as the First Temple, as described in the Hebrew Bible. According to 
the excavator Ali Abu Assaf, it was in existence from 1300 BC until 740 BC and remained "basically the same" during 
the period of the Solomonic Temple's 
   Archaeological sites and monuments of Tunisia - The archaeological fort of Ghar El Melh 
The Phoenician settlement at Ghar el-Melh—a little inland from the present site —began around the same time as 
Utica and its dating presents the same problems. Several classical authors place northern Tunisia's colonization c. 1100 
BC but modern archaeology has only found evidence suggestive of a date closer to c. 800 BC. 
   Archaeological sites and monuments of Tunisia - The archaeological site of Althiburos in Dahmani 
Althiburos is an archaeological site located near Dahmani town in Kef Governorate of Tunisia. It is an ancient Berber, 
Carthaginian, and Roman settlement with very long history. The city reached its peak during the Roman times (2nd and 
3rd centuries AD) and was the seat of a Christian bishop from the 4th to 7th centuries AD. 
In 1943 it accommodated the American troops engaged in the combat on the African front during World War II. 

(cont’d next pg) 
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Tunisia,  Archaeological Sites;    (cont’d from pg 11)   
   Archaeological sites and monuments of Tunisia - The archaeologial site in Haidra 
Haidra is considered one of the oldest Roman cities in Africa. This is undoubtedly one of the finest archaeological sites 
in Tunisia. On the site, take a walk to the end of the Oued and try to talk to the defect on site caretaker of a local guide. 
Admire sculptures, sarcophagi, columns, marbles, etc. What you find here is one of the largest Byzantine fortresses in 
Tunisia, a selection of fine buildings, a well-preserved Byzantine church and underground baths. 

 

  

<<Turkey, Archaeological Site Göbekli Tepe, issued Feb 28, 2019 
Göbekli Tepe is an archaeological site in the Southeastern Anatolia 
Region of Turkey approximately 12 km (7 mi) northeast of the city of 
Şanlıurfa. The tell (artificial mound) has a height of 15 m (49 ft) and is 
about 300 m (980 ft) in diameter. It is approximately 760 m (2,490 ft) 
above sea level. The tell includes two phases of use, believed to be of a 
social or ritual nature by site discoverer and excavator Klaus Schmidt, 
dating back to the 10th–8th millennium BCE. During the first phase, 
belonging to the Pre-Pottery Neolithic A (PPNA), circles of massive T-
shaped stone pillars were erected – the world's oldest known megaliths.  

More than 200 pillars in about 20 circles are currently known through geophysical surveys. Each pillar has a height of 
up to 6 m (20 ft) and weighs up to 10 tons. They are fitted into sockets that were hewn out of the bedrock. In the 
second phase, belonging to the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B (PPNB), the erected pillars are smaller and stood in rectangular 
rooms with floors of polished lime. The site was abandoned after the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B (PPNB). Younger 
structures date to classical times. The details of the structure's function remain a mystery. The excavations have been 
ongoing since 1996 by the German Archaeological Institute, but large parts still remain unexcavated. In 2018, the site 
was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The imposing stratigraphy of Göbekli Tepe attests to many centuries 
of activity, beginning at least as early as the Epipaleolithic period. Structures identified with the succeeding period, Pre-
Pottery Neolithic A (PPNA), have been dated to the 10th millennium BCE. Remains of smaller buildings identified as 
Pre-Pottery Neolithic B (PPNB) and dating from the 9th millennium BCE have also been unearthed. 

 

  

<< Turkey, Arslantepe Historical 
Site, issued Nov 6, 2019, stamp 
and souvenir sheet.  
The archaeological site of 
Arslantepe in Turkey's eastern 
Malatya province may find a place 
on UNESCO's World Heritage list 
in 2019. 
The 4 hectares and 30 meters high 
archaeological mound, lying 5 
kilometers away from the city 
center, was accepted onto the 
UNESCO Tentative List of World 
Heritage sites on April 15, in 2014. 
According to the UNESCO 
website, Arslantepe is an 
"exceptional" testimony to the first 
emergence of a state society in the 
Near East.   

"The archaeological site of Arslantepe and its 4th millennium Palace in particular are a unique visible testimony to the 
crucial process of state formation and the transformation of society from egalitarian to hierarchical and politically 
centralized," it said.  Çetin Şişman, Malatya provincial director of culture and tourism says that Arslantepe is one of the 
biggest mounds in the Anatolian region and they continue preparations for the site to be added to UNESCO's World 
Heritage list. "We will make an official application in 2019. It is not enough to be in the tentative list," Şişman said. He 
added the directorate was working on some projects for the site to be added to the permanent list. "We will establish a  

(cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 

Turkey, Arslantepe Historical Site      (cont’d from pg 12) 
reception center in Arslantepe with a budget of 1 million Turkish liras [$195,610] within the scope of the Eastern 
Anatolian Project," Şişman said. 
According to UNESCO, Arslantepe's excavations have been conducted since 1961 on behalf of the Turkish Culture 
and Tourism Ministry and the Italian Archaeological Expedition of the Sapienza University of Rome. "The site and the 
monumental palatial complex of the 4th millennium BCE, thanks to a long and careful excavation activity on large 
surfaces and across many levels representing millennia of ancient history, can ensure the complete representation of the 
crucial processes of the birth of state and hierarchical society," it said. 
   Arslantepe is the only site capable to show to the public the origin of a palatial organization allowing people actually 
enter the buildings and enjoy the reconstruction of a primary historical process at the foundation of modern societies by 
presenting a rigorous analysis of the archaeological data and abundant materials found in situ. 
The two main projects consist in the excavations at the site of Arslantepe and in a survey of the surrounding plain. 
Arslantepe (“hill of lions”) is found in the village of Orduzu, in the south-eastern part of the Malatya pain, an oasis 
within the anti-Taurus range, approximately 15km from the right bank... 
Set just outside of the city of Malatya is the archeological site of Arslantepe. Known as Milid during the Bronze Age, the 
name would only evolve slightly over more than 4,000 years, passed down from Hittites, to Romans, to Sassanids, and 
finally the Turks to become the modern city of Malatya. 
Arslantepe lies at the crossroads of the main civilizations of the Near East in Malatya, 7 km away from the city centre 
and 15 km away from the Euphrates right bank. The name of Arslantepe is derived from the lion (“Arslan” in Turkish) 
statues excavated at the location. It is known that the site was inhabited since the Chalcolithic Age. 
Arslantepe (Malitiya) Arslantepe is the current name of the Hittite city site of Malidiya (Malizi, Melid, Assyrian Meliddu) 
from where the nearby modern city of Malatya got its name. Arslantepe (arslan=lion and tepe=hill) gets its name from 
the lion statues excavated at the location. 
Arslantepe was first investigated by the French archaeologist Louis Delaporte from 1932 to 1939. From 1946 to 1951 
Claude F.A. Schaeffer carried out some soundings. The first Italian excavations at the site of Arslantepe started in 1961, 
and were conducted under the direction of Professors Piero Meriggi and Salvatore M. Puglisi until 1968. 
 

 

<< Ukraine, Mosaic of Michael the Archangel - Kiev, (Round Stamp), issued Nov 6, 2019 
 

The mosaics of Saint Michael's Church of the Saint Michael's Golden-Domed 
Monastery show the development of a Kyivan style that is more dynamic and 
compositionally less schematic than that of the Saint Sophia mosaics. In the 
rendering of the Eucharist in the Saint Sophia Cathedral the Apostles are uniformly 
posed and robed in subdued tones. In the Saint Michael's version of this subject the 
Apostles are depicted in a variety of more naturalistic poses and garbed in bright 
colors. The mosaics of Saint Michael's tend to be linear in style, whereas the Saint 
Sophia mosaics are modeled with subtle variations in tone and hue. 

 

Archaeology Today 

 

Archaeologists Discover Paintings of Goddess in 3,000-Year-Old Mummy’s Coffin 
Researchers lifted the ancient Egyptian mummy out of her coffin for the first time in 100 years and, to their surprise, 
uncovered the ancient artworks.  Ta-Kr-Hb was likely an ancient Egyptian princess or priestess.  
   If you think you haven’t been moving around much lately, consider Ta-Kr-Hb: Until last month, the ancient woman 
had lain undisturbed in her coffin for more than 100 years. So, when conservators at the Perth Museum and Art Gallery 
in Scotland lifted the mummy out of her coffin for preservation efforts, they encountered a surprise. Unbeknownst to 
her caretakers, the 3,000-year-old Egyptian had spent decades resting atop extraordinary painted figures. 
   The Scottish museum announced its discovery in a statement last month. Conservators have been working to restore 
the mummy as part of the museum’s “Conservation in Action: Saving the Perth Mummy” exhibition. They plan to 
display Ta-Kr-Hb at the redeveloped City Hall Museum in 2022. 
   The two newly discovered paintings line the internal and external bases of the coffin’s lower section, or trough. Of 
the pair, the best-preserved image is that of Egyptian goddess Amentet or Imentet, also known as “She of the West,” 
who is seen wearing a red dress. The figure has ribbons draped around her arms and is depicted in profile, with her 
head facing to the right. The goddess stands on a platform and supporting pole—a pose that has led researchers to 
suspect the painting is based on a statue, reports Alan Young for the Scotsman. “We had never had a reason to lift the  

(cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeology Today  

Archaeologists Discover Paintings of Goddess in 3,000-Year-Old Mummy’s Coffin      (cont’d) 

whole thing so high that we could see the underneath of the trough and had never lifted the mummy out before and 
didn’t expect to see anything there,” Mark Hall, collections officer at Perth Museum and Art Gallery, tells Young. “So, 
to get a painting on both surfaces is a real bonus and gives us something extra special to share with visitors.” 
  The practice of mummification likely began in ancient Egypt around 2600 B.C. It was an expensive process, meaning 
that pharaohs, officials and nobility were the most likely members of society to be mummified.  A 2013 study 
conducted by researchers at the University of Manchester’s KNH Centre for Biomedical Egyptology suggested Ta-Kr-
Hb was a priestess or princess from Thebes who died during Egypt’s 25th dynasty, which lasted from 747 to 656 B.C. 
Per the paper, a man named William Bailey purchased the mummy from a curator at a government museum in Cairo 
toward the end of the 19th century. In 1896, Bailey donated Ta-Kr-Hb’s remains to the Alloa Society of Natural Science 
and Archaeology, which, in turn, gifted the mummy and coffin to the Perth Museum in 1936. Ta-Kr-Hb has resided 
there ever since, according to BBC News. 
   In a joint statement, conservators Helena and Richard Jaeschke note that the mummy’s past encounters with grave 
robbers have left it in a very fragile state.  “Although both the mummy and the coffin have suffered badly during the 
centuries in the tomb, from grave-robbers searching for amulets to flash floods that washed mud and debris onto the 
painted coffin, they have survived remarkably well,” the conservators add, “and [will] need careful, patient conservation 
treatment to enable them to survive for many more years.” 
By Nora McGreevy,   smithsonianmag.com,   April 7, 2020  
 

New Evidence Found for Timing of Human Migration from Asia to America 
During the Pleistocene Epoch (2,600,000 BCE to 9,700 BCE) there were various times when there was a land bridge 
between the continents of Asia and North America. These were commonly known as the Beringia Land Bridge. This 
link is believed to have been at its largest (i.e. sea levels at their lowest) in approximately 18,000 BCE, during the last 
Pleistocene Glacial Stage.  
     There has been speculation that this land link allowed for large scale human migration into North America. Weight 
has been added to this argument by recent studies carried out by Yakut scientists (Russian Federation), led by Doctor 
Albert Protopopov.  
     On the island of Kotelney, located in the East Siberian Sea, the remains of a woolly mammoth had been found, 
which is now housed in the Mammoth museum in Yakutsk. The mammoth has been radiocarbon dated to 
approximately 19,000 BCE by the Jikei University School of Medicine in Tokyo (Japan).  
     Whilst the mammoth find in itself may not be all that remarkable, the method of its death proved to be more 
interesting. Extensive evidence was found to suggest that the mammoth had been systematically and comprehensively 
butchered by humans who, Dr Protopopov believes, were part of the great migration across the continents and he is 
quoted as saying "Recent DNA research suggests that the split in the populations [Asia and America] happened from 
around 25,000 years ago". He went on to add "This is one of the most interesting things in the discovery of this 
mammoth, as it will add more information to our knowledge of how people gradually moved towards America". 
Edited from The Siberian Times (3 January 2020) 
 

Mounds in the USA Could be Older Than Previously Thought 
Earlier research concluded that earthen mounds on what is now the Louisiana State University campus in Baton Rouge 
were built 5,500 to 6,000 years ago, but LSU geology professor Brooks Ellwood claims bone fragments scarred in a 
super-heated fire suggest the mounds could be 11,300 years old. 
     Researchers found what appeared to be tiny remnants of mammal bones surrounded by high concentrations of reed 
and cane material. Because reed and cane burn too hot for cooking, the material may have been used for incineration. 
     Native American mounds have increasingly attracted the interest of researchers, but it wasn't until the past 30 or 40 
years that archaeologists realised how old they were. Many are scattered along or near the Mississippi River, with several 
in Louisiana, including those at the Poverty Point World Heritage Site in the northeastern part of the state. Baton 
Rouge is on the Mississippi River about 120 kilometres west-northwest of New Orleans. 
     Little is known about the people who built the mounds. Ellwood speculates they were descendants of Clovis people, 
the Paleo-American culture known from their distinctive stone points. What researchers find remarkable about sites like 
the LSU campus mounds and Poverty Point is that people at the time didn't have agriculture, livestock, or metal tools. 
If Ellwood's calculations are correct, the age of the mounds could provide important clues about humans throughout 
the Americas. 
     Researchers at LSU have long tried to preserve the mounds from further deterioration, and the university is 
exploring options to further protect them. The latest findings may lead to more support for a plan. 
Edited from The Advocate (19 January 2020) 
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Archaeology Today  

Pompeii’s House of Lovers Reopens to the Public After 40 Years 
The building, one of three newly restored painted houses, is named for a Latin inscription that reads, “Lovers lead, like 
bees, a life as sweet as honey”  Pompeii’s House of Lovers has reopened to the public 40 years after an earthquake 
rendered the structure unsafe to enter, Italy’s Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Tourism announced earlier this week. 
Two other buildings, the House of the Ship Europa and the House of the Orchard, are also ready to welcome new 
visitors.  Researchers restored the three domus dwellings, or private family residences, as part of the Great Pompeii 
Project, a $140 million campaign funded chiefly by the European Union. The initiative strives to restore the city, which 
was famously buried by Mount Vesuvius’ eruption in 79 A.D., to its former glory. 
   Since excavations at the site began in earnest during the mid-19th century, the ruins have faced ongoing problems, 
including feral dogs, flood damage and vandalism. As Franz Lidz reported for Smithsonian magazine last September, 
Pompeii has, in recent years, suffered from “age, corruption, vandalism, climate change, mismanagement, underfunding, 
institutional neglect and collapses caused by downpours.” 
   In 2013, three years after Pompeii’s House of Gladiators suddenly collapsed, Unesco threatened to place the ancient 
Roman city on its World Heritage in Danger list. At that point, only ten of the city’s buildings were open to the 
public—a far cry from the 64 open in 1956, reported National Geographic’s Frank Viviano in 2016. With the launch of 
the Great Pompeii Project in 2012, however, the situation has vastly improved. 
    The House of Lovers is considered one of the jewels of Pompeii due to its unique second floor and well-preserved 
decorations, including what Agenzia Nazionale Stampa Associata (ANSA) describes as frescoes and mosaics of 
“mollusks and fish in idyllic landscapes.” First unearthed in 1933, the building derives its name from an inscription 
found near an image of a duck. Written in Latin, it reads, “Lovers lead, like bees, a life as sweet as honey.” The deadly 
Irpinia earthquake of 1980 caused severe damage to the home’s structure. In the years that followed, the building 
became too dangerous for even experts to enter, per the Ministry of Culture statement. But now, following the 
completion of restoration efforts such as roof and floor stabilization, the suspected brothel is safe for all to explore. 
Artifacts discovered in the House of Lovers, from a basin to a bronze lamp and bone hinges, are on view in the 
building’s first-floor atrium. 
   The other two newly reopened houses were built in a similar style to the House of Lovers. The House of the Ship of 
Europa is named after an image of a large cargo ship flanked by smaller boats; its structure shows evidence of a series 
of modifications and extensions. The House of Orchards, meanwhile, underwent restoration to address safety issues 
and improve the state of its painted gardens, fruit trees and wildlife. Dario Franceschini, Italy’s minister of culture, 
described the houses’ reopening as “a story of rebirth and redemption,” according to ANSA. The Great Pompeii 
Project has yielded numerous finds, from a fresco depicting the myth of Leda and the Swan to a “fast food” counter, a 
preserved horse still in its harness and the skeleton of a man who was crushed by a massive rock while trying to escape 
the eruption. As the project continues, Italy hopes to make the site more accessible to visitors and beneficial to the 
surrounding area. 
   “We’re completing the plan for a railway hub, but there are still problems to be solved around transport and 
hospitality,” said Franceschini during a press conference, as quoted by the Telegraph’s Anne Hanley. “This is a huge 
opportunity for growth in the area and we need to invest.” 
By Theresa Machemer,  SMITHSONIANMAG.COM,  Feb. 21, 2020 
 

After 30 Years, Looted Kushan Bull Sculpture Will Return to Afghanistan’s Kabul Museum 
The artifact is one of thousands left destroyed, damaged or missing after civil war broke out in the 1990s 
For eight decades, Afghanistan’s Kabul Museum shone as a beacon of central Asia’s cultural history. The 100,000 
artifacts that comprised its collections catalogued millennia of the region’s trade and exchange, from Indian ivories and 
Buddhist statues to an extraordinary cache of ancient coins.  But the civil war that broke out in the early 1990s quickly 
ushered in a prolonged period of destruction. Rocket attacks destroyed countless artifacts and left the building in ruins, 
allowing looters to plunder much of what remained. Within years, tens of thousands of artifacts had been damaged or 
had disappeared. Some were believed to have been covertly sold into illegal markets, sparking several ongoing 
investigations aimed at bringing the treasures home. 
   Mid-January officials announced the most recent recovery: a limestone sculpture of two bulls that once adorned the 
inner sanctuary of a second-century temple in Surkh Kotal, an archaeological site in northern Afghanistan. First 
discovered in the 1950s, the bovine pair was stolen by art smugglers in the early 1990s, only to resurface nearly three 
decades later on a British auctioneer’s website, reports Dalya Alberge for the Guardian.  Spotted by the Art Loss 
Register, an illicit trade watchdog and stolen art database, the sculpture’s whereabouts were investigated by the 
Metropolitan police. The vendor, who had apparently acquired the sculpture innocently several years ago, immediately  

(cont’d next pg) 
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After 30 Years, Looted Kushan Bull Sculpture Will Return to Afghanistan’s Kabul Museum     (cont’d) 
relinquished their claim to ownership, Christopher Wren of Timeline Auctions, the website where the sculpture 
appeared, tells the Guardian. 
   “This is a clear demonstration of the value of cooperation between various bodies in pursuing looted antiquities,” 
James Ratcliffe, director of recoveries at Art Loss Register, tells the Antiques Trade Gazette’s Laura Chesters. To verify 
the sculpture’s identity, officials sent the piece to the British Museum, where senior curator St. John Simpson instantly 
recognized the “very well-known, unique piece,” per the Guardian. Though the bulls will soon embark on their long-
awaited homecoming to the Kabul Museum, which has since been refurbished and opened to the public, they’ll first 
settle in for a three-month stint at the London institution. 
   Originally part of a large ceremonial frieze depicting humans and bulls, the sculpture is now the lone representative of 
the original work, which includes at least a dozen other blocks whose whereabouts are still unknown, Simpson tells the 
Guardian. Forged under the Kushan Empire, which once stretched across what’s now Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
northern India, the frieze may have had ceremonial significance, according to the Antiques Trade Gazette. The depictions 
may even parallel art decorating Kushan coins, which also feature the buff bovines. When the bulls return to the Kabul 
Museum, they will be reunited with another artifact uncovered from the same temple in Surkh Kotal: a sculpture of 
Kushan king Kanishka I. Badly damaged by the Taliban in 2001, Kanishka I’s image has now been restored. After 30 
years of mystery, Simpson tells the Guardian, the bull’s rediscovery represents “another symbol of recovery.” 
By Katherine J. Wu,   smithsonianmag.com,  January 23, 2020 

 

 
 
 

Have you visited out website recently?   A 
membership application is available for printing, so is a flyer advertising our club.  They print easily for those of you 
attending stamp shows around the country to leave at the literature table.  We are still trying to update our old 
website, once that is done we hope to have a volunteer to keep it up to date. 
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Please excuse the white space.  I had pulled some of the New Digs out because I could not find the stamp/s.  One 
very good one from Italy, which has been hit as badly as the U.S. with the COVID-19 pandemic.  Though we may 
feel all this shutting down and quarantine and social distancing is ridiculous I have been reading about the 1918-19 
N1H1 pandemic.  In order to cut down on the deaths of soldiers from flu the U.S. Government gave all the 
soldiers free cigarettes!  Smoking was then believed to keep the lungs clear.   Hope everyone has come through it 
okay.  July is half done.  All I need is access to my local library for two hours. 
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