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One of the exciting new features about our study unit is that we are finally able to expand our horizons even a bit more. 
It's not that the archaeological history of the old world wasn't enough, and scores of great articles were written on the 
subject. But it's always nice to be able to write about something completely and utterly different in the field of 
archaeology. I'm excited presenting the Mayan civilization as such a place. 
 

 
The Mayan world at its peak in the Classical period 

 
The Mayan civilization is now thought to be so advanced that it is 
considered one of the five cradles of civilization, with the others 
being the Fertile Crescent, the Indus River, the Yellow River, and 
the central Andes. While the timeline for the Mayan civilization 
doesn't really begin until about 1500 BC it can be said that there 
is evidence of agricultural practices around 6000 BC, hence the 
fact that this can be considered a cradle of civilization. 
 
The Mayan civilization developed in a region is familiar to most. 
It stretches from southern Mexico into the Yucatán Peninsula of 
Mexico, down into all of Guatemala and Belize, the northern half 
of El Salvador and the western quarter of Honduras.  

 

 
 
Most of the terrain in that area would be a north flat plain that is still very dense 
with vegetation, and a hillier area in the south with dense forests and vegetation. 
 
The history of the Mayan civilization we divided into three principal periods: the 
Preclassic, the Classic, and the Postclassic periods. One can say that before all this 
there was an Archaic period, and as the name implies, this simply means the oldest 
known period, which starts our archaeological journey. 
 

 
Guatemala, Mayan Stele at 
Quirigua, issued Sept 1, 1921, 
Scott #172 

 

 
Mexico, Maya Sacred Crossing, issued Dec 12, 2012, Scott #2809a-b-c. 

(cont’d pg 3) 
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From the Editor:   
  
The January issue went out late for some and extremely late for 
others.  Though the printing was done early, before January 5th, I 
needed 21c stamps and the post office vending machine would 
only print one at a time.  After printing 10, I quit deciding to 
return on a weekend to buy the 3 sheets I needed.   
 
As I sealed and labeled some I found I needed more labels.  I 
thought I had printed them all but some names were missing.  I 
check the mailing list against the labels printed and again against 
the membership list of those who paid dues to make sure 
nobody misses an issue.   
 
I was hospitalized after a bad fall at home the evening of January 
23rd.  I did some damage to ribs on my left side and remained in 
hospital for 4 days.  As I write this I am able to sit for a few 
hours at a time but cannot bend and have limited ability to get in 
and out of my car.   
 
A neighbor is keeping my driveway free of snow – in case an 
ambulance is needed again.  I expect to be out of work 6 to 8 
weeks.  Those of you who are doctors out there, you can figure 
the damage I did.  I did  a good job.  A friend came over to take 
the trash out and bring in kitty litter – important jobs!  I will 
bring in the empty can in the morning.  As I write this it is early 
February.  I should be back up and running by mid-March and to 
have no delays with the April issue.  
 
I apologize to those who received their journal in mid-February 
instead of mid-January but this is the explanation, or excuse, for 
the same. 
 
On a happier note, last October I visited the APS headquarters in 
Bellefonte and while there went in search of the copies of The 
Old World Archaeologist I send to them: 

 
Archive of The Old World Archaeologist at APS Library.  As you 
can see, it’s way above my head! 

 
Finishing the issue, early April I see the people who just ripped 
grass out of my backyard are getting ready to (finally) leave.  It 
was a big job – 4 days, cost lots of money but I’m allergic to 
grass and after 15 years have given up. Now I can use my 
backyard in my retirement. 
  



Caroline 
 

 
The Mayan Empire: An Overview and Its Philatelic Legacy 
by Christopher Kolker 
 

       
Belize, Mayan Sites in Belize; Atun Ha, Xunantunich, Cerrds, Lamanai  issued Nov 14, 1983,  Scott #s 680-83 

 
Stages of Mayan Civilization 

Archaic Before 2000BC Initial Foragers 

Early Preclassic 2000BC - 1000BC Pioneer Farming Settlements 

Middle Preclassic 1000BC - 300BC Expansion Across Lowlands 

Late Preclassic 300BC - AD250 N. Belize Centers Reach Height 

Early Classic AD250 - AD600 Power Shifts to the Interior 

Late Classic AD600 - AD900 Height of Maya Civilization 

Terminal Classic AD900 - AD1000 Collapse of the Classic Maya 

Early Postclassic AD1000 - AD1250 Re-focus of Populations 

Late Postclassic AD1250 - AD1521 Competition Among Centers 

Spanish Invasion 1521 + Disease and Depopulation 

 

 

 
 

The Preclassic start from about 2000 
BC all the way up to about AD250. 
Early settlements actually seem to 
begin in modern-day Belize at 
around 2600 BC, and by 1800 BC 
there are establishments around the 
Pacific Coast. It seems by then 
agriculture was the principle method 
of food acquisition, and thus 
sedentary communities begin to 
appear. The main city at that point 
was Nakbe in central Guatemala. In 
the late preclassic period, the city of 
Mirador, also in central Guatemala’s 
lowlands grew to about 6 mi.². And 
in what is to be a recurring theme 
with the Mayans, around the first 
century many of the cities started to 
collapse, and it can only be 
speculated as to why. 
 
 
<< Belize FDC,  June 2, 1975, Scott #s 
365-69 

 
But these cities and this 
era isn’t the Mayan 
civilization that most 
really know about. The 
era of monuments that 
are seen now on postage 
stamps, or travel 
brochures to Central 
America belongs to the 
classic period. The 
classic period went from 
around AD 250 to 1000. 

 
 

     
A better view of Belize 1975 Scott #s 365-69 depicting Mayan Artifacts 

 

(cont’d pg 4) 
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Guatemala, Hacha,  
issued 1953 

. 

. 
This is the Mayan civilization that people think about. This is the period of great 
urbanization, when the great cities were built that people tour in droves to this day. 
Recent evidence by taking satellite pictures have shown that as many 20 to 25 million 
people Mayans lived in this vast region at any one time, with 80 to 90% of the Mayan 
civilization buildings roads and monuments being covered up by the jungle. Giant cities 
numbering well over 100,000 people populated different areas of the Mayan Empire, and 
a complex network of roads connecting them together.  
 

 

 
 
How did all of this begin?  It seems that from the 
Valley of Mexico armies from the great city of 
Teotihuacan invaded Tikal, a Mayan city in the 
lowlands of central Guatemala, and started a new 
regime there in AD 378. This rubbed Tikal’s rival 
city, Calakmul, another powerful city in the 
Guatemalan basin, the wrong way. 
 

   
Mexico, Teotihuacan, issued Oct 12,   Mexico, Teotihuacan, issued 
2010, Scott #2699a                             Dec 16, 2010, Scott #2727a-e 

 

       
Belize, Mayan Artifacts, Incense holder, Cylindrical vase, Tripod vase, Sun God Kinich 
Ahau issued Nov 30, 1984, Scott #741-4 

 

Suddenly, two groups are trying 
to consolidate power in the 
area. Each of them has their 
allies, and each of them 
network out in order to have 
better communication and 
transportation in their particular 
kingdoms. Because of that, the 
entire area began to be built up 
in a way that was more 
conducive for Empire building. 

At one point, in 648, the king's brother from Tikal was actually captured by the King of Calakmul.  This actually 
changed the power struggle in the area, because from that point on most of the outlying allies of Tikal switched over to 
Calakmul. 
 

 

<< St. Vincent of the Grenadines, 
UNESCO anniversary. Mayan Ruins at 
Copan, Honduras. Issued March 24, 
1997, Scott 2395e.  The stamp is digitally 
cut out of a souvenir sheet. 
 
 
>>  UNESCO (France), Temple at 
Tikal, Dec 6, 1986, Scott 2O37 
  

 
(cont’d pg 5) 
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Honduras. Mayan Temple at Copan,  
issued March 1, 1939, Scott #C91 

 

. 
In the southeast area of the empire, Copan was the most important city. Most 
archaeologists believe that Copan also was founded by powers from 
Teotihuacan, and they started empire building in and around AD 425. Copan 
was considered an ally of Tikal, but that ended disastrously in 738.  The 
captured Lord of Copan was decapitated in a public ritual by a former vassal 
who pledged allegiance of to Calakmul.  The Calakmul Empire advances. 

 
It seems that classic Mayan society was a 
social organization based upon rituals. 
These rituals dictated who ruled, and who 
could do what.   Therefore, society was 
not primarily an economic system; but in 
order to consolidate power, economic 
systems had to be and were made. 
However, the focus of civilization seems 
to be on these religious-based rituals as a 
means of controlling the eyes ears, hearts, 
and minds of the subjects. 
 

 

 
Honduras, Maya Carvings, Carving on Temple, Stele of King, Large Stele,  
Small Carving,  issued June 19, 1998, Scott #C1026-9 

 

 

 

 
Guatemala, B'aktun Mayan Calendar, booklet of 9 different, 
September 24, 2012Scott #662-670             

 
Commemorative cover from Honduras celebrating the end 
of the long cycle (Oxlajuj Baktun)... "The dawn of the Maya" 

 
But something happened around 880. It seems that 
Mayan civilization quickly fell apart. Numerous reasons 
have been giving for this, and a multitude of historians 
and archaeologists all have their own theories. Some 
blame warfare, as it has been discovered in the last half-
century or so that the Mayans were actually very war-
like people. Others blame drought.  Some point to 
prolonged drought in the area and speculate that since 
agriculture in this area is difficult enough to do, this 
could push people to starvation. Still others thoughts 
that simply the Mayans had outgrown the 
environmental capabilities of the land around them. 
Even if no other problems could be had, many authors 
believe that they became too numerous. 



(cont’d pg 6) 
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Whatever the reason changes happened quickly. Since rulers held power because of ritual obligations and privileges and 
not because of any technical expertise or economic decision-making prowess, adaptations to new situations couldn’t be 
done. Rituals and ceremony simply continued, it appears, whatever the cost might be. Therefore, in about 50 years, 
many of the great cities in the south and central areas of Guatemala (called the Petén) were simply abandoned. People 
moved north. Cities in the northern Yucatán Peninsula like Chichen Itza continued to be inhabited, but even they 
ultimately declined in population. By around  AD 910, its seems the area of the Petén had been almost completely 
abandoned. 
 

 
Mexico Chichen Itza, issued July 13, 2007, Scott 2543a-e 

 
 
Unfortunately, 
leadership in the 
northern areas wasn't 
much better.  Even 
with changes at 
Chichen Itza replacing 
rule by one person to 
an elite counsel, it 
seems that even in the 
north, abandonment or 
the relative decline of 
many its cities became 
all too commonplace. 

 
Then comes the postclassic period, starting around  AD 1000. More migration occurs. It seems that people started 
congregating around water sources, which is one of the reasons why droughts are traditionally thought to at least play a 
role in the classic period’s decline. Other lands in the entire Mayan region are not so quickly resettled. Chichen Itza by 
the 11th century had declined dramatically, and in the southern lowlands mass immigration to water sources continued 
as well. Finally, in the 12th century, the city of Mayapan grew in power in the northern Yucatán Peninsula. 
 

 
Honduras, Mayan artifacts, April 28, 1978, Scott #C615-8 

 
 
This area grew in power for about 250 
years. But for reasons that are not 
completely understood, Mayapan was 
abandoned as well. It is believed that 
warfare, disease, and even natural 
disasters such as drought may have 
taken its toll yet again.  

 
When the Spanish arrived in 1511, they noted that there is no completely one dominant capital, but they did report 
wealthy coastal cities and thriving marketplaces. Even in states of relative decline, it seems that life for the Mayans 
would go on and that independent cities and areas might do very well for themselves. One such Mayan empire, the 
K’iche’, carved out a small kingdom in the heart of Guatemala and the neighboring Pacific coastal plain. However, with 
the arrival of the Spaniards, things would change forever. 
 

(cont’d pg 7) 
 



Page  # 6                                                                                                 The Old World Archaeologist  April  2018 

The Mayan Empire: An Overview and Its Philatelic Legacy 
by Christopher Kolker 
 

 

<<  Belize issued 1978-79, Scott #432 

 
Philately-  What is perhaps most surprising is 
the lack of representation of the Mayan culture 
on stamps of the area.  Sure, they are depicted 
on stamps of Belize, British Honduras (which 
became Belize in 1973), El Salvador, Honduras, 
and Guatemala, but the lack of the number of 
stamps is surprising.  In this area, we have a 
cradle of civilization with a vast number of very 
sophisticated archaeological site, and for each of 
these countries, it may be years between any 
depictions on their stamps. 

 

 

 
<<  British Honduras, issued Feb 14, 1938, Scott #115 

 
Furthermore, the entire area was very slow to embrace putting representations 
of the Maya on stamps at all.  The first such representation seems to be a 
British Honduras issue of 1938 with George VI and a simple representation of 
Mayan figures on a 1 cent stamps.  Despite the fact that 12 different stamps 
were issued in that series, this was the only one to have a Mayan theme. 

 

  
A Maya man and Maya ruins are depicted on Honduras currency. Obverse at left and reverse at right. 
 

Several reasons may play a role in the dearth of Mayan representation in Central America, and why they are now a bit 
more popular than in the past.  First, in these traditionally economically disadvantaged area, many of the stamps 
depicted economic progress.  Most of the British Honduras series of 1938 do just that. 
 

     
British Honduras, Mayan Jade Carvings, issued May 22, 1972, Scott #296-300 
Seated jade figure, Dancing Priest, Head of Sun God, Priest on Throne & Sun God, Figure & Mask 
 
 

Secondly, it was not 
until after World War 
II that Mayan 
scholarship really took 
off.  While some of the 
bigger sites had been 
known for ages, 
scholarship went to the 
next level then, and 
only then was there 
greater understanding 
of what the buildings 
and sites represented. 

 

 (cont’d pg 7) 
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Thirdly, with increasing nationalism around the globe and in Central America after World War II, it became increasingly 
popular to tout and advertise what made a local area truly different.  Obviously, Mayan architecture and artifacts are 
very distinct, and so inclusion in stamps would become more of an advertising piece for the countries of Central 
America.  
 

 
An American FDC, this shows how many American view the Mayan culture 
(e.g.- a doomsday authority), franked with United States, Year of the Dragon, Jan 
23. 2012, Scottt #4623 

 

. 
 
 
A final and perhaps most compelling 
reason is money.  With increasing 
knowledge comes increasing interest 
and archaeological tourism begins to 
take off.  Central America is no 
exception, and with close proximity to 
the US, it stands to reason that more 
visitors come to the sites, bringing 
their money with them.  Suddenly, 
putting these sites on an occasional 
stamp seems worthwhile. 

 
In future issues, I hope to go into some details about the Maya, instead of this general overview.  However, I hope to 
expand on other great sites of the New World, such as the Incas, Olmecs, Aztecs and yes, some of the great sites of 
North America. 

 

Albania;  Butrint &  Gjirokastra 
by Caroline Scannell 
 

Albania has been inhabited since prehistoric times.  In this short article we will cover only two sites, Butrinto and 
Gjirokastra, which were both named World Cultural Heritage Sites. 
 
Butrint has been a Greek colony, a Roman city, then passed into Byzantine administration and was briefly occupied by 
the Venetians.  The present archaeological site is a repository of ruins representing each period in the city's 
development.  
 

 
Albania, Lake Butrint, issued 
Sept 1, 1930, Scott #250 

 

The city is considered as one of the most important archaeological sites in Albania. 
On the strength of the immense wealth of cultural, historical and natural value with a 
considerable history, Butrint was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1992 
and further a National Park in 2000. 
 
In the 3rd century AD, an earthquake destroyed a large part of the town. Excavations 
have revealed that the city had already been in decline. However, the settlement 
survived into the late antique era, becoming a major port in the province of Old 
Epirus.  The first modern archaeological excavations began in 1928 when the Fascist 
government of Benito Mussolini's Italy sent an expedition to Buthrotum. 

 
 
Page  # 8                                                                                                 The Old World Archaeologist  April  2018 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeological_site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Butrint_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fascism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benito_Mussolini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy


 

Albania;  Butrint &  Gjirokastra 
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< Albania, Ruins of Illyria: 
Amphitheatre Buthroxtum,  
Collanade Appolonium,  
Vaulted Gallery Amphi-
theater at Epidamnus,  
issued Dec 28, 1983, Scott 
#2097-99. 

 
The mosaics depicted on the stamps below show Roman era designs, swimming duck,  bird & flower,  vase with grapes,  
a duck,  donkey and bird and a seahorse.   
 

             
 

             
Albania, Mosaics from 5th-6th Centuries AD, Excavated near Buthrotium (Butrinto), Pogradec, and Apollonia, issued Feb 20, 1974, 
Scott #1564-1569. 

 
Gjirokaster was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site status in 2005.  This pre-
Roman city is in need of extensive and immediate efforts to save it, without which much 
of this historic city will disappear.  There has been little repair work here since the fall of 
Albania's Communist regime in 1992.  A stone quarry dating to 9000BC is only three 
miles from the remains of 4th-century BC city Antigoneia founded by King Pyrrhus of 
Epirus. 
 
The tiles, which give the city its name which means "Silver City" are being replaced and 
repaired wherever possible by specially trained stonemasons and roofers from Albania 
and Kosovo.  Fitting the tiles together is like doing a puzzle because they are held onto 
the roof only by their own weight and balance. 
 

 
Albania, Gjirokaster, issued 
Oct 13, 1984, Scott #2146. 

 
<<Albania, Gjirokaster, issued 
1923 Scott #147 

 
A 13th century castle situated on a high slope dominates the town, looking over 
the Ottoman town. 
 
Nearby are impressive ruins of archaeological sites such as Hadrianopolis and 
Antigoneia. From the cobbled streets that climb steeply out of the bazaar to the 
castle.   
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Club News 
Merle's Minutes 
We are starting off in 2018 with $758. in the bank. As we 
are slowly losing members faster than we are replacing 
them, we can expect that number to decrease by 
approximately $150 a year as annual dues of $15 drop 
off, and postage, ink, paper and envelopes go up in price. 
 

   In five years we will be broke unless we raise 
dues.  Dues last went up in 2007, from $10 to $15. How 
many other stamp organizations have kept costs that 
low? This increase may cause a number of members to 
drop out, causing a downward spiral to a self-fulfilling 
demise. 
 

   You as members need to decide what you want to do, 
and tell us by June.  Do you want to raise dues and keep  

going, or close up shop? We can report back in the July 
issue, if there is a consensus.  I will not be a candidate for 
re-election as president at the next ballot. One volunteer 
please step forward. I am willing to remain as treasurer 
for a few years if you choose to keep the Unit going.  We 
also need a second volunteer to run for vice-
president.  The only current duty is to step up in case 
something happens to the president, if he/she can no 
longer fulfill the office.  A third volunteer is needed to be 
secretary, and relieve the editor of that temporary duty. 
 

Please continue to send in articles to the editor, so that 
she can keep the newsletters flowing.  Please contact the 
editor or myself to let us know how you wish to proceed 
with our future. 

 

New Digs 

 
Armenia, Ancient Capitals of Shirakavan & Kars, issued Dec 12, 2017 
 

Designed by David Dovlatyan; the postage stamps 
depict Kars city (X century A.D.) and pictures the 
image of Kars.  Shirakavan founded as 
Yerazgavors and later Yerazgavork, was a 
medieval Armenian city and one of the 13 historic 
capitals of Armenia, serving as a capital city 
between 890 and 929 during the Bagratid 
Kingdom of Armenia.   

The city was located on the right bank of Akhurian River to the northeast of Ani, corresponding with the current village 
of Çetindurak of Akyaka district of Kars Province, within the Republic of Turkey. 

 

 
Armenia, Dragon Stones, issued Dec 29, 2017 

 
 

A souvenir sheet with 2 stamps dedicated to the theme "Archeological 
finds. Dragon-stones" is put into circulation December 29, 2017.  
Designed by Vahagn Mkrtchyan, the postage stamp with the nominal 
value of 160 AMD depicts the dragon-stone (XXII-XVI cc. B.C.), which 
was found in a place called “Sakhurak” in Geghama mountains. 
Afterwards, the dragon-stone was relocated to Sardarapat museum. 
The postage stamp with the nominal value of 220 AMD depicts the 
dragon-stone (XXII-XVI cc. B.C.), which was also found in a place called 
“Sakhurak” in Geghama mountains. Afterwards, the dragon-stone was 
relocated to the Circular Park of Yerevan. The souvenir sheet presents the 
original place where the dragon-stones depicted on the postage stamps 
were found.  

A vishapakar  also known as vishap stellas, "serpent-stones", "dragon stones", are characteristic menhirs found in large 
quantities in the Armenian Highlands, in natural and artificial ponds, and other sources of water. They are commonly 
carved from one piece of stone, into cigar-like shapes with fish heads or serpents. Supposedly they are images of 
vishaps, mystical creatures.  The words etymology is disputed, either meaning a poisonous water-living creature or a 
creature of prodigious size.  There are currently 150 vishaps in existence, of which 90 are found in Armenia.  
Determining how old Vishaps are is particularly difficult.  The monuments are placed away from neighborhoods, whose 
radiocarbon analysis of the organic residues would enable them to determine the approximate age. Suddenly, on the 
giant Yurt's premiere Vishap that was found, there was images of the cross and Armenian letters dated from the 13th 
Century. The position of the cross and the writings show that in the 13th Century, the Vishap was still in the upright 
position. In 1963, in the Garni area a Vishap was excavated, which had King Argishti I of Urartu's cuneiform 
inscription. This Vishap is dated 2BC to 1BC. 
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Djibouti, Metropolitan Museum of Art Souvenir Sheet issued 2017.   

Issued for the 145th 
anniversary of New 
York City’s 
Metropolitan 
Museum of Art,  it 
may be a good issue 
for an exhibit of 
Egypt or other 
archaeology subject.   
 
The stamps are 
shown mirror image, 
I was unable to find 
the correct image. 

 

. 
 
Egypt, Bicentennial of discovery of Abu 
Simbel by Burkhardt, issued 2017.  Just 
discovered tonight and was able to place  
in right order.  I need this one for my 
resurrected exhibit and will be sure to  
place an order this weekend with the 
Egyptian Post.  Details will follow in July 
issue. 

      
 

   
Greece, Sanctuary of Artemis (Red Foil) issued 2017, no 
information known 
 

The Sanctuary of Artemis Orthia, an Archaic site devoted in 
Classical times to Artemis, was one of the most important 
religious sites in the Greek city-state of Sparta, and continued 
to be used into the fourth century CE. 
The sanctuary is located in a natural basin between Limnai 
and the west bank of the Eurotas River, outside ancient 
Sparta, above the reach of all but the severest flooding. The 
oldest relics, pottery fragments from the late Greek Dark 
Ages, indicate that the cult has probably existed since the 10th 
century BCE, but not before (Rose in Dawkins 1929:399). 
Originally, the cult celebrated its rituals on a rectangular 
earthen altar, built up by the ashes of successive sacrifices. At 
the very beginning of the 8th century BCE, the temenos was 
paved with river stones and surrounded by a trapezoidal wall. 
A second temple was built around 570BCE, perhaps during 
the joint reign of Leon of Sparta and Agasicles, when military 
successes provided funds. 

The site was brought to light by the British School of Archaeology during their digs in Laconia, 1906-10. At the time, 
the unexcavated site appeared to consist only of a ruined Roman theatre, largely pillaged after the foundation of modern 
Sparta in 1834, and about to collapse into the river. The archaeologists, under the leadership of R. M. Dawkins, quickly 
found evidence of Greek occupation. Dawkins writes, "The Roman theatre was easy to protect...a large quantity of ancient objects 
which by the light they shed on primitive Sparta, have given this dig capital significance." A long, continuous sequence of archaeo-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaic_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artemis
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logical strata was revealed. While most important finds went to the local and national museum in Athens, a significant 
share of the excavated material ended up in the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge, and in the British Museum. 
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New Digs 
Ireland, Ninth Definitive Series - A History of Ireland in 100 Objects Phase II, issued January 25, 2018, An Post 
released Phase II of the Ninth Definitive Series., Scott #2174-5.

   

 
Stamp Issues – 
9th  Definitive 
Series - A 
History of 
Ireland in 100 
Objects Phase 
II - Phase II 
FDC 1 Self-
Adhesive Pairs 

 

 
: 

The objects featured on this SOAR Strip of 
4 (far left) are: 
Petrie Crown, Springmount Wax Tablets, 
Tara Brooch and the Ardagh Chalice.  
Date of Issue: January 25, 2018  
Make - up: 2 Strips of 4  
 
The objects featured on this SOAR Strip of 
4 (left) are;  
Loughnashade Trumpet, Keshcarrigan 
Bowl, St. Patrick's Confession and the 
Book of Kells.  
Date of Issue: January 25, 2018  
Make - up: 2 Strips of 4  
 
Printer: CCL Label Ireland Ltd 
 
Scott has not published numbers yet. 

     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Museum
https://www.irishstamps.ie/shop/c-265-ninth-definitive-series-a-history-of-ireland-in-100-objects-phase-ii.aspx


   
 

 
Israel, Ancient Roman Arenas 
Tabbed, issued Dec 19, 2017,  
above & at left are Post cards 
depicting the sites as seen today,   
Beit Guivrin, Beit She’an & 
Caesarea.  Scott #2165-7.
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New Digs 
Jordan World Heritage Sites  -  5 stamps issued in the set

   
Qusayr Amra      Baptism           Petra 

Qusayr ‘Amra is located 85 
kilometers to the east of 
Amman, is a small residence 
discovered by the Czech 
traveler Alois Musil in 1898.  
It dates to the Umayyad period 
and for many years was thought 
to have been built during the 

 

reign of Caliph Walid I (AD 705-715). An inscription discovered in the spring of 2012, however, revealed that the 
building was commissioned by Walid Ibn Yazid sometime between AD 723-43 before his short reign as caliph (AD 743-
44).  The building's plan consists of a rectangular audience hall, a bath complex, and hydraulic structures. The baths are 
located on the east side of the main hall and connect to a water tank. Qusayr ‘Amra was placed on the World Heritage 
List in 1985 due to its extensive cycle of unique mural paintings. The murals depict hunting and dancing scenes as well 
as craftsmen at work, and represent the transition between Byzantine culture and the new Islamic era. The painting of 
the “six kings” is perhaps the most famous, and shows the Umayyad ruler with the Byzantine emperor, the Sassanian 
King, the emperor of China, the Visigothic king of Spain, and the king of Abyssinia. The calidarium ceiling illustrates 
constellations and zodiac signs and is the earliest surviving example of heaven represented on a hemispherical surface. 
The Baptism Site was a major Pilgrim Station from the days of John the Baptist. Even after he died, many of his 
students stayed in the area which was the birthplace of Christianity. Churches were built near the site, monks lived in 
caves, and pilgrims visited the site.  This tradition continued until around the 14th Century. With the power of the 
Crusaders vanquished, and Byzantine weakening, the site was neglected and the area returned under the control of local 
tribes. East of the Jordan was no longer a safe place to go, and with no guarantee of safety, pilgrimage to the site 
became less and less frequent, and then virtually stopped.  A scholar from Jerusalem discovered the Madaba Map  in 
1897. This map was a 6th century Mosaic depicting a map of the Middle East in the 6th Century. The discovery and 
subsequent analysis of the map led to a renewed interest about the exact location of the Baptism Site. Pilgrims started to 
return to the area east of the River Jordan hoping to find clues to the location of the site. 
The city of Petra, capital of the Nabataean Arabs, is one of the most famous archaeological sites in the world, it is 
Located 240 km south of the capital Amman and 120 km north of the red sea town of Aqapa, Petra the world wonder 
is undoubtedly Jordan's most valuable treasure and greatest tourist attraction, and it is visited by tourists from all over 
the world.  It is not known precisely when Petra was built, but the city began to prosper as the capital of the Nabataean 
Empire from the 1st century BC, which grew rich through trade in frankincense, myrrh, and spices. Petra was later 
annexed to the Roman Empire and continued to thrive until a large earthquake in 363AD destroyed much of the city in 
the 4th century AD. By the middle of the 7th century Petra appears to have been largely deserted and it was then lost to 
all except local Bedouin from the area.  Petra is also known as the rose-red city, a name it gets from the wonderful 
colour of the rock from which many of the city’s structures were carved. In 1812 a Swiss explorer named Johannes 
Burckhardt set out to ‘rediscover’ Petra; he dressed up as an Arab and convinced his Bedouin guide to take him to the 
lost city, After this, Petra became increasingly known in the West as a fascinating and beautiful ancient city, and it began 
attracting visitors and  continues to do so today.  On December 6, 1985, Petra was designated a World Heritage Site. 
 



   
Wadi Rum      Um er-Rasas 

Wadi Rum also known as The Valley of the Moon is a 
valley cut into the sandstone and granite rock in southern 
Jordan 60 km (37 mi) to the east of Aqaba; it is the largest 
wadi in Jordan. Wadi Rum is Arabic for "Sand Valley", as 
Rum means sand, especially light sand that can be carried by 
wind.  Wadi Rum has been inhabited by many human 
cultures since prehistoric times, with many cultures–
including the Nabateans–leaving their mark in the form of 

 

rock paintings, graffiti and temples.  In the West, Wadi Rum may be best known for its connection with British officer 
T. E. Lawrence, who passed through several times during the Arab Revolt of 1917–18. In the 1980s one of the rock 
formations in Wadi Rum was named "The Seven Pillars of Wisdom" after Lawrence's book penned in the aftermath of 
the war, though the 'Seven Pillars' referred to in the book have no connection with Rum. 
Um er-Rasas (Kastrom Mefa'a) Most of this archaeological site, which started as a Roman military camp and grew to 
become a town from the 5th century, has not been excavated. It contains remains from the Roman, Byzantine and 
Early Muslim periods (end of 3rd to 9th centuries AD) and a fortified Roman military camp. The site also has 16 
churches, some with well-preserved mosaic floors. Particularly noteworthy is the mosaic floor of the Church of Saint  

(cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 
Jordan World Heritage Sites  -  5 stamps issued in the set (cont’d from previous pg)
Stephen with its representation of towns in the region. Two square towers are probably the only remains of the practice, 
well known in this part of the world, of the stylites (ascetic monks who spent time in isolation atop a column or tower). 
Um er-Rasas is surrounded by, and dotted with, remains of ancient agricultural cultivation in an arid area.  The picture 
maps in the mosaic floor of St Stephen's Church of several Palestinian and Egyptian towns in the former Byzantine 
Empire are identified by their place names in Greek script. These are of particular significance both artistically and as a 
geographical record. Other mosaic church floors including at the Church of the Lions, the  Church of Bishop Sergius, 
the Church of the Rivers, the Church of the Palm Tree, the Church of Bishop Paul and the Church of the Priest Wa'il 
depict birds and animals, fishermen and hunters incorporated into extensive geometric mosaic carpets. The archaeology 
and inscriptions show evidence that monastic Christianity was tolerated and continued during the Islamic period of the 
7th and 8th centuries and testify to the spread of monotheistic beliefs in the region. 
 

 
Kyrgyzstan, The Great Silk Road, issued Nov 24, 2017, no Scott # yet. 

 
On 24th of November, 2017 
the State Committee for 
Information Technology and 
Communications of the Kyrgyz 
Republic puts into circulation a 
souvenir sheet with one Kyrgyz 
Express Post postage stamp: 
“The Great Silk Road”. 
Beware, this country has TWO 
separate postal authorities. 

   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aqaba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nabatean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T._E._Lawrence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_Revolt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Pillars_of_Wisdom


Netherlands, Beautiful Netherlands City Gates - Bergen op Zoom, Hattem & Vianen, issued Jan 29, 2018.  Issued in sheetlets as 
shown above right. 

Vianen received city rights in 1337. Vianen thrived under the counts of Brederode, who acquired its lordship through 
marriage early in the 15th century. It formed a self-proclaimed sovereign seignory till 1795. During the Middle Ages, as 
a "free city," Vianen could be a haven for felons and escaped serfs. Of the three castles built during the town's history, 
Castle Batestein was said to be one of the most beautiful in the Netherlands. Its only remnants are a 17th-century brick 
gate and water-pump. Remnants of the old city wall are visible girdling parts of the old downtown. Vianen celebrates its 
city rights every year in October with a horse-market. There are also other activities on this day, such as a fair and 
market and traditional Dutch games. 
Despite this early statement, no church or chapel was built in Hattem. In 1176 Hattem became a parish (‘kerspel’). 
Hattem obtained city rights in 1299 from the landgrave Reinoud I van Gelre. In the decades before a fortified town is 
founded at the northern border of the Veluwe. The city plan lies around the current church. The tower of this church is 
dated to the 12th century which indicates beside the parish church at the Gaedsberg, a chapel was present at the current 
city centre of Hattem. The new church and the city are dedicated to the apostle Andreas. 
Bergen op Zoom was granted city status probably in 1212. In 1287 the city and its surroundings became a lordship as 
it was separated from the lordship of Breda. The lordship was elevated to a margraviate in 1559. Several noble families, 
including the House of Glymes, ruled Bergen op Zoom in succession until 1795, although the title was only nominal 
since at least the seventeenth century. 
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Netherlands, Rijksmuseum Sheetlet 10 different, issued Feb 19, 2018 

 
Prestige booklet ^^ 

The collection of the Rijksmuseum 
consists of 1 million objects and is 
dedicated to arts, crafts, and history from 
the years 1200 to 2000. Around 8000 
objects are currently on display in the 
museum.  The Rijksmuseum is a Dutch 
national museum dedicated to arts and 
history in Amsterdam. The museum is 
located at the Museum Square in the 
borough Amsterdam South.  

Bronze - Holy cat, Egypt, 700-300 BC, Silver and gold - Lion’s head, Hammadan, Iran, 400 BC, Terracotta - Eros with 
bow, Asia Minor, Myrina, 200-100 BC,  Gold, almandine, pearls and vitreous enamel - Dorestad brooch, Wijk bij 
Duurstede, Utrecht, 800 AD,  Coloured glass - Glass face bead, Egypt, Greek-Roman period Egypt, 500-200 BC,  
Wood - ase for the mummy of Peftjauneith, Egypt, 664-525 BC,  Oak wood - Willemstad figurine, Willemstad, North 
Brabant, 5500-5200 BC,  Bronze - The ‘magic’ sword of Ommerschans, Ommerschans, Overijssel, 1500-1350 BC,  
Marble - Bacchus, god of wine, Italy, 100-200 AD,  Sardonyx - Portrait of empress Livia, Roman, 10 AD.  
 

   
Peru,  Jewels of Lord of Sipan issued 201, no 

further details known. 
 

The Lord of Sipan is the tomb of an important leader of the pre-Inca 
civilization Moche, which was found by the Peruvian archeologist 
Walter Alva in 1987. According to several scientists, this tomb is the 
most important archeological discovery of America in the last 30 years. 
The tomb of the Lord of Sipan is the unique tomb of the Moche 
culture that has been found intact; since, most tombs of the region 
have been looted by thieves.  
The tomb was found in the Lambayeque region at north of the 
Peruvian coast. The place where the tomb was found is known as 
“Huaca Rajada” and is located to 35 Kms from the city of Chiclayo.  
The tomb was found within a complex composed by three pyramids 
made of adobe, one of which contained the mummy of the Lord of
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Sipan and his entourage.   The tomb contained a great numbers of items made of gold, silver, copper and gems. All 
pieces were worked with mastery in metallurgy. The jewelry found in Sipan is the greatest evidence of the ability of the 
ancient Peruvian to work with metals. The collection of items of the Tomb of the Lord of Sipan includes around 400 
jewels, amongst them: elaborate masks, necklaces, earrings and much other beautiful jewelry. In the tomb there had also 
many ceremonial utensils such as sea shells of the genera Spondylus and Conus, rattles, knives, amongst other. 
 

  
Romania, Mircea the Elder, issued Jan 31, 2018  
 

Romfilatelia honors the great Voievod (ruler) of 
Wallachia, by introducing into circulation the postage 
stamp issue Mircea the Elder, 600 years since death. On 
the stamp with the face value of Lei 8 is illustrated the 
statue of Mircea the Elder, from the patrimony of the 
National Museum of Romanian Literature. The statue 
is created by the sculptor Paul Vasilescu (1936-2012).  
Born in 1355, Mircea the Elder began his reign in 
Wallachia on Dec 23rd, 1386, as the fifth ruler in the 
line of Basarab the Founder.  His reign is marked by 
many political, economic and cultural achievements. 
During the rule of Mircea the Elder, the territory of 
Wallachia became the largest in its history: its western 
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Romania, Mircea the Elder   (cont’d from previous page) 
extension was Banatul de Severin, a fief granted by Sigismund of Luxembourg, to the north Wallachia was beyond the 
Carpathians, up to the spring of river Olt, and towards east, Wallachia comprised the newly conquered Dobrogea and 
different territories north of Danube Delta. On the perforated souvenir sheet of the postage stamp issue is displayed a 
fresco from Bradetu Church, founded by Mircea the Elder, depicting the Voievod together with his wife, Lady Mara. The 
stamp of the perforated souvenir sheet has the face value of Lei 16. 
Mircea was the son of voivode Radu I of Wallachia and his wife, Doamna Calinichia, thus being a descendant of the 
House of Basarab. He was the father of Vlad II Dracul and Alexander I Aldea, and grandfather of Mircea II, Vlad 

Țepeș (Dracula), Vlad Călugărul and Radu the Handsome.  All of these would at one time or the other rule Wallachia, 

with Mircea II and Vlad Țepeș both being able military commanders (the latter became one of the most notorious 
leaders in history, and the inspiration for the novel Dracula by Bram Stoker). 

 

 
South Afrca ,  Souvenir Sheet  
No further information known at this time. 

Homo naledi is a previously-unknown species of extinct 
hominin discovered within the Dinaledi Chamber of the 
Rising Star cave system, Cradle of Humankind, South 
Africa. This species is characterized by body mass and 
stature similar to small-bodied human populations but a 
small endocranial volume similar to australopiths. Cranial 
morphology of H. naledi is unique, but most similar to early 
Homo species including Homo erectus, Homo habilis or Homo 
rudolfensis. While primitive, the dentition is generally small 
and simple in occlusal morphology. H. naledi has humanlike 
manipulatory adaptations of the hand and wrist. It also 
exhibits a humanlike foot and lower limb. These humanlike 
aspects are contrasted in the postcrania with a more 
primitive or australopith-like trunk, shoulder, pelvis and

proximal femur. Representing at least 15 individuals with most skeletal elements repeated multiple times, this is the 
largest assemblage of a single species of hominins yet discovered in Africa. 

**more information in Archaeology Today 
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Spain, World Heritage, Santiago de Compostela S/S with Round Stamp issued Feb 28, 2018 

 

 
 
A new stamp is being added 
to the World Heritage series 
which, in line with the 
previous ones, is being issued 
as a mini sheet with a round 
stamp depicting the back of 
the two euro coin being put 
into circulation this year.  The 
engraving on the coin depicts 
the apostle James of Zebedee 
(Santiago) dressed as a  

pilgrim, in front of one of the doors to the Santiago de Compostela Cathedral.  The stamp is framed in a nice 
chalcography of the cathedral. Specifically, it shows the main façade, which receives thousands upon thousands of 
pilgrims every year, who, after going all the way around the building, arrive to the Plaza del Obradoiro to gaze upon and 
enter through the Pórtico de la Gloria, and finally accomplish a dream, a wish, after days of walking, often in the rain 
and cold.  Arriving to the Cathedral is like crossing a finish line. There are many moments of reflection, laughter and 
tears,  of new experiences with people  who come from all  around the world  to complete  this  pilgrimage,  which  for  

(cont’d next page) 
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Spain, World Heritage, Santiago de Compostela    (cont’d from previous page) 
hundreds of years has been bringing together millions of faithful and non-faithful alike, all moved by a desire to 
accomplish this feat or have an adventure.  In last third of the 11th century Bernardo el Viejo and Roberto began 
construction on the Romanesque Cathedral under the rule of Alfonso VI and Bishop Diego Peláez. After many ups and 
downs, interruptions and difficulties, the Basilica was consecrated in 1211 in the presence of Alfonso IX.  Although the 
Cathedral maintains its initial structure, its appearance has changed over the course of the centuries with the subsequent 
construction of the Cloister during the Renaissance Era, and of the Main Chapel, the organs and the Plaza del 
Obradoiro façade in the Baroque Era.  Later, in the Neoclassical Era, the Azabachería façade was built.  The Cathedral 
of Santiago is the crowning glory of a city well deserving of its status as a World Heritage Centre. 

 
The stamp shows an archaic pot which seemingly comes from a lake dwelling dating back 
to the Neolithic era.  The Swiss Year of Cultural Heritage is being launched with the 
hashtag #culturalheritage2018 and the slogan “Look closely!”  It is taking place under the 
patronage of Federal Councillor Alain Berset. Swiss Post is supporting the event with 
two special stamps. The cultural heritage year is part of the European Year of Cultural 
Heritage, organized by the EU and the Council of Europe. It is sponsored by 25 national 
organizations; the main partner is the Federal Office of Cultural Affairs. Switzerland’s 
collective cultural heritage will take center stage thanks to numerous events throughout 
the year. The aim is to promote an awareness of history and ancestry. Cultural heritage is 
a part of our environment, telling stories and forging identity – and new heritage is also 
being created all the time. For the two special stamps, the Bernese designers Franziska 
Schott and Marco Schibig have selected a very old object the stamp shows an archaic 

 
Switzerland, Cultural 
Heritage, issued Feb 22, 
2018 

pot which seemingly comes from a lake dwelling dating back to the Neolithic era. The design is simple, clear and 
powerful.  
 



  
Tanzania, Prehistoric  Cave Paintings Sheetlet of 6 Different and 2 souvenir  sheets issued Dec 17, 2017.  No info available on 
Tanzania Post website. 

   
Tunisia, Archaeological Sites & Monuments, issued Feb 14, 2018 
Arcades des Grands thermes,  Amphitheater Oudhna,  Piece Archaeology of Chimtou,  Mosaic Lion of Salakta 
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Homo Naledi  
 

In November 2013, the National Geographic Society and the University of the Witwatersrand 
funded an expedition called Rising Star Expedition for a twenty-one-day excavation at the cave, 
followed by a second expedition in March 2014 for a 4-week-excavation in the Dinaledi Chamber. 
In total, more than 1,550 pieces of bone belonging to at least fifteen individuals have been 
recovered from the clay-rich sediments. The layered distribution of the bones suggests that they 
had been deposited over a long time, perhaps centuries. Only one square metre of the cave 
chamber has been excavated; other remains might still be there. Around 300 bone fragments were 

collected from the surface of the Dinaledi Chamber, and ∼1250 fossil specimens were recovered 
by excavation. The fossils include skulls, jaws, ribs, teeth, bones of an almost complete foot, of a 
hand, and of an inner ear. The bones of old, young, and infants were found. Although much of 
the fossil material is disarticulated (separated at joints), the deposit contains articulated or near-
articulated examples such as the maxilla and mandible of single individuals and the bones of a 
nearly complete hand and foot.  

A tentative explanation for the fossil material being disarticulated and broken is that bodies were dropped from a considerable 
height (either the 12-meter entrance shaft or some since closed 30-meter surface shaft) and were later moved by periodic floods. 
The description of the new species was announced at a press conference on 10 September 2015 held at Maropeng, Cradle of 
Humankind, Johannesburg, South Africa. A display case of the fossils was unveiled during the ceremony and subsequently, was on 
display to the public at Maropeng throughout September and October 2015. 
The University of the Witwatersrand is the curator of the fossils. The fossils are owned by the Republic of South Africa and likely, 
will stay there, in accord with a 1998 resolution by the International Association for the Study of Human Paleontology – also 
approved by a South African permanent council member of the organisation – "strongly recommending that original hominid 
fossils not be transported beyond the boundaries of the country of origin, unless there are compelling scientific reasons which must 
include the demonstration that the proposed investigations cannot proceed in the foreseeable [sic] future in the country of origin" 
 

Oldest Mosaic at Roman Baths Found During Excavations 
Mosaics have a long history, but this is considered the oldest at the site. 
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During excavations to prepare for the expansion of the area accessible to the public at the Roman baths in Bath, 
England, archeology volunteer Fiona Medland came across a rather unique piece of art. She appears to have found the 
earliest mosaic discovered at the site, believed to be from the 1st century, reports Heritage Daily. A creamy buff color, 
made of small, local stone, she found the mosaic on the floor of a Roman room. Only a few of the small cubes of stone 
on the floor have been uncovered, Heritage Daily reports. Of the discovery, Medland tells the outlet: “Finding the 
mosaic was the luck of being allocated ‘the sewer’ to clean up. I thought it was just the edge of the door threshold until 
it dried a bit and showed all the individual tesserae [cubes of stone]. So I cleaned it up further and revealed a couple of 
rows, totally stunned.” 
While mosaics first took shape in the Bronze Age, patterns resembling mosaics date back to the 8th century BCE in the 
Middle East and the 5th century BCE in Greece, according to the Ancient History Encyclopedia. The Greeks famously 
refined the art of mosaics, but, according to the Getty Museum, it was the Romans who perfected it by using tesserae, 
or cubes of stone, ceramic or glass, to form intricate and colorful designs. Romans commonly used mosaics to decorate 
homes and public buildings, usually in flooring. Since the mosaics were built into the foundation of buildings, they 
remain among the best-preserved surviving pieces of Roman art. The Roman Baths, the public bathing-site-turned-
museum-and-historic space, is especially notable for its well-preserved collections of items that have been dug up during 
archaeological excavations.Medland is part of a team of volunteers from the Bath & Camerton Archaeological Society 
(BACAS) helping professional archaeologists carry out the latest excavations there. Their latest effort, the Archway 
Project, seeks to expand the public viewing area for the Roman Baths and build a new World Heritage Center for the 
city. Both spaces are set to open in 2019. 
By Julissa Treviño,  smithsonian.com,  February 22, 2018 1:30PM 
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Have you visited out website recently?   A 
membership application is available for printing, so is 
a flyer advertising our club.  They print easily for 
those of you attending stamp shows around the 
country to leave at the literature table. 
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