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The Troubles of Jerusalem 
by Christian Kolker 
 

Jerusalem, the holy land, a place of spiritual history, with its numerous ancient sites, is truly a step back in time. The 
Jewish quarter, the Crusaders, and the Ottoman Empire are all important players in the history of Jerusalem, and are 
depicted on the Israeli 1985 stamps shown below.  The Israeli postal administration issued these souvenir sheets to 
commemorate ISRAPHIL ’85, and authorized the International Philatelic Federation to overprint some of them to raise 
funds for the show.  
 

        
Israeli Scott #908a-c, issued for the World Stamp Exhibition of 1985, May 14, 1985, The three stamps in the souvenir sheet depict;  
16th century bas-relief Ottoman period; Hand from 18th Century Jewish Quarter; Rosette carving 12-13th century Crusader Period. 
 

Each stamp shows a different era and faith important in the history of Jerusalem. The Christian crusaders, starting in 
the 11th century, changed Middle Eastern history forever with their conquest of Jerusalem. The Muslim Ottoman 
Empire of Turkey left a lasting mark when they took Jerusalem from the Malmuks of Egypt in the 15th century. During 
this time Jewish settlers began to live in central Jerusalem, in a part of the city to be known as the Jewish quarter. An 
archaeological discussion of these profoundly important topics leads to a deeper understanding of the rich tapestry that 
is Jerusalem today. 
 

The Crusades were Christian fighters who were sent to capture 
Jerusalem, with the initial invasion in 1095. The reason they invaded and 
captured Jerusalem was simply because it was the holy land where Jesus 
walked and preached.  One of the most important figures involved with 
the crusades was Pope Urban II.   He created an army mainly from the 
peasantry of Europe by saying if you fought you would go to heaven.   
“All who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle against 
the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins.” Pope Urban II 
further said “Moreover, Christ commands it” in a famous papal plea, 
and the people were said to chant in response “It is the will of God!”  
He took action when he saw the Muslims invading Jerusalem, and felt 
he had to act on behalf of all of Christendom.  
 

 
Map of Old City of Jerusalem 
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From the Editor:     
During my philatelic career I have met many people and most of 
the “elder statesmen” of our hobby.  I remember Rev. Charles 
Fitz telling me (near his exhibit of Murder on Stamps) “Philately 
is Murder!”  Well now I understand.  When you are known to be 
involved in a hobby, whether it is stamps, coins (I tried but kept 
spending the money), quilting, trains, indeed ANYTHING; when 
people die your doorstep becomes a destination to people 
‘cleaning out the house’.  They know you know “somebody”. 
 

I have recently come into 14 books and 25 boxes of philatelic 
material, with a promise of more on the way.  Since the arrival of 
these treasures I have come to see that many of the boxes 
contained more books of covers!   Many of the stamps in 
shoeboxes (several per carton delivered), will be soaked and 
donated to (in order) the American Topical Association, The 
American Philatelic Society and the Rocky Mountain Philatelic 
Library.   
 

So far I have found – for my collections – 4 Europa covers and 1 
Maximum Card for my UPU collection.  Nothing yet of 
archaeology – unless you consider digging through it to be a feat 
of archaeology.  Most are US FDCs with dollar value ($1.00) – 
that’s retail.  I can expect to obtain 10c – 25c depending on 
whether the dealer likes me.  Most do but I cannot saddle them 
with this.  I mean, 5 books (2” loose-leafs) of First Flights!  I had 
a friend come in and go through railroad related stuff. Sold him 
some. I have an entire Bi-centennial collection that would make a 
good exhibit as it is!  The UN stuff goes to the UN Collectors.  
And say what you will about UN, that’s the covers that catalogue 
for $10-$12!  NOT those FDCs from the US.   
 

So I sit here at my computer, with my quilt frame next to me, 
containing a quilt I was working on but stopped in order to 
finish the items I have going into the guild quilt show in April.  
Under the quilt frame are shopping bags containing even more 
quilting things, and cartons and books of “philatelic material”.  
Even books about stamp collecting!  I’m a month late in 
counting up some of the covers to give a count to an auctioneer.  
I need to contact some of the clubs to clear this stuff out.  
Someone went through a lot of trouble collecting it, I want to 
keep it in the philatelic community.  Did I mention; this was the 
“first” delivery. 
 

Don’t these people realize I am trying to take up Cross-Stitching?  
So what to do with fragments (<1 yard) of embroidery thread?  
Donate it to the quilters – they tie quilts for charity. As I am a 
hand quilter (machine pieced, hand quilted), when I took a 
charity quilt home to finish for the guild I could not figure out 
how to machine quilt it.  So yes, I hand quilted the darned thing.  
They go to hospitals, nursing homes, women’s shelters. Someone 
got a prize winner.  I gave one to a friend and it was 6 months 
before she realized it was quilted with outlines of bears – to 
match the main fabric. 
 

Enjoy your hobby! 

Caroline 



 

 

 
 

The Troubles of Jerusalem 
by Christian Kolker 
 
What the Crusades built in Jerusalem, after an initial massacre of Jews, Christians and Muslims was a hospital managed 
by Knights of the Order of St John.  The Order of the Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem was the name of the Catholic 
military order that was called the Hospitallers who helped that sick, wounded and the needy.  These knights built many 
churches, one of them even financed by the powerful Queen Melisende, the Queen of Jerusalem who reigned from 
1131-1153 and King Baldwin III, son of Queen Melisende. He reigned from 1143-1153 with his mother’s oversight and 
independently until civil war ousted him in favor of his brother Amalric in1163. Saladin, the founder of the Ayyubid 
dynasty, ousted the Crusaders from all of Jerusalem in 1187. 
  
 

 
Map of the Holy Land, depicted in 1578 by Gerard de Jode, as depicted on 
Israeli Scott #951, issued Oct. 19, 1986. 

 
The Ottoman Empire was a strong nation 
located in modern day Turkey, founded in c. 
1299-1922. Selim the Cruel was a fierce 
Ottoman leader who had a relentless greed 
for power. He was the leader who captured 
Jerusalem after the Ottomans defeated the 
Malmuks (Egyptian Muslims) at Marj Dalik 
on August 24, 1516. The Ottomans held 
grasp of the city for the next 400 years.  
 
Sultan Selim II, a powerful Ottoman 
emperor of the 16tth century, came to power 
in 1566. He made the Ottoman Institute, the 
practice the Order of St John.   

 
The Order of the Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem was the name of the 
Catholic military order that was called the Hospitallers who helped that sick, 
wounded and the needy.  These knights built many churches, one of them even 
financed by the powerful Queen Melisende, the Queen of Jerusalem who reigned 
from 1131-1153 and King Baldwin III, son of Queen Melisende. He reigned 
from 1143-1153 with his mother’s oversight and independently until civil war 
ousted him in favor of his brother Amalric in1163. Saladin, the founder of the 
Ayyubid dynasty, ousted the Crusaders from all of Jerusalem in 1187.  
 
The Ottoman Empire was a strong nation located in modern day Turkey, 
founded in c. 1299-1922. Selim the Cruel was a fierce Ottoman leader who had a 
relentless greed for power. He was the leader who captured Jerusalem after the 
Ottomans defeated the Malmuks (Egyptian Muslims) at Marj Dalik on August 
24, 1516. The Ottomans held grasp of the city for the next 400 years. Sultan 
Selim II, a powerful Ottoman emperor of the 16tth century, came to power in 
1566. He made the Ottoman Institute, the practice of allowing a private person 
to purchase the right to collect taxes. This led to the abuse of power as tax 
collectors became repressive to the people.  By 1625, Jerusalem was brought 
down by economic collapse.  
 
Suleiman the Magnificent, also known as Suleiman I in the west and Kanuni 
(The Lawgiver) in his realm, was the 10th and longest reigning ruler or Sultan of 
the Ottoman Empire.  He reigned from 1520 to his death in 1566.   

 
An illustration from the Melisende 
Psalter, commissioned during her 
reign 

 
 

 
(cont’d pg 4)
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The Troubles of Jerusalem 
by Christian Kolker 
 

 
The Tanners’ Gate, one of the nine gates leading into the  
Old City of Jerusalem 

 

Suleiman rebuilt the walls of now the old city, with 8 gates 
leading into Jerusalem.  He also repaired the tower of 
David when its walls collapsed. When he rebuilt the walls, 
it had eight gates, with a ninth, the New Gate, constructed 
in 1877. 
 

The Ottomans rule spread a sense of security that resulted 
in pilgrimages of Jewish and Christian in the holy land for 
centuries. But by WWI the Ottomans were “Old, sick 
men of Europe”, meaning they barely had an army and a 
stable economy with no official leader.  This was both a 
sad joke and fitting commentary of the Ottoman Empire 
in the early 20th century. They say that on Dec 9th 1917 
two British cooks from the 60th London Division left base 
in Palestine in search of eggs. Less than six weeks had 
passed since British troops breached Turkish positions in 

Israel and conquered Beersheba.  Now the cooks walked through a deserted plain and were stopped by many anxious 
soldiers to surrender. Then two British sergeants appeared and shouted for the crowd to halt. The people lifted their 
arms, holding a white sheet that had been torn off a bed at the American Colony hospital. The sheet attached to a 
broom handle was a makeshift flag for surrender.   Shortly thereafter, British General Edmund Allenby walked by foot 
into the old city of Jerusalem out of respect for the city and its traditions to capture Jerusalem for the British in 1917.  
The era of Ottoman rule finally ended. 

       
The three commemorative stamp sheets Israel issued for the World Stamp Exhibition of 1985, Scott #907, 908 & 909, issued May 
14, 1985, #907 (left) illustrated Dome of the Rock, The Western Wall, & Church of the Holy Sepulcher.   #909 depicts  
 

The Jewish quarter is one of the four quarters in ancient Jerusalem. It is located 
in the southeastern part of the city, and stretches from the Zion gate, along the 
Armenian quarter, and up to the street of chains in the north and extends to the 
west wall. In CE 135 Roman empire Hadrian built Aelia Capitolina, a city on the 
ruins of ancient Jerusalem. The 10th Legion of the Roman Army set camp on the 
land that is now the Jewish quarter, although the exact date for this is not 
known.  
 

The Jews endured the “Diaspora”, meaning scattering of the Jews after 2nd 
Jewish revolt in AD 70. Ultimately, after Roman rule waned, the Byzantines, 
based out of modern-day Turkey, took over and banned further Jewish 
immigration and forced the Jews in Jerusalem to leave. Later, leaders of the new 
Muslim religion defeated the Byzantines, taking over Jerusalem in 638, allowing 
Jews come back again to the city.  
 

 
Map of Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem 

 
(cont’d pg 5)
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The Troubles of Jerusalem 
by Christian Kolker 
 

The Crusaders later came and slaughtered both Muslims and Jews in 1099. Muslims eventually took back over in 1187 
and came back with the Jews. In 1948 after the British left, Jordan invaded with the goal to wipe out all existing Jews in 
the first Arab-Israel war.  They decimated the Jewish quarter, occupying it for 19 years, but by 1967 the Jewish quarter 
came back under Israel control. Today approximately 1000 families call the Jewish quarter home, and it is filled with 
archaeological sites, tourist areas, and cafés. 
 

 

The Fortified City of Carcassonne, France 
by Caroline Scannell 
 

Carcassonne was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997.  
Inhabited since Neolithic times, a fortified city has existed on the hill 
where Carcassonne is located today since before the Roman period.  
 
Located in southern France between historic trade routes that link the 
Atlantic to the Mediterranean, the Aude plain to the Pyrenees.  The 
strategic location was recognized by the Romans, becoming known as 
Carcasum around 100BC.  The Romans occupied the hilltop until the 
end of the Empire.   
 

 
United Nations (Vienna)  Carcassonne,  
Scott #383, issued May 27, 2006  

 

Carcassonne was then taken over by the Visigoths in the 5th century who built the fortifications; traces of which still 
stand. 
 

 
France,  The Fortified City of Carcassonne, Scott #2760, issued 2000. 
 

In  the 6th century the Visigoths successfully 
foiled attacks by the Frankish king Clovis.  
Saracens from Barcelona took Carcassonne in 
725, but Frankish king Pépin le Bref (Pepin the 
short) drove them away in 759-60.  Though he 
took over most of southern France he was 
unable to take the fortress of Carcassonne. 

Famous for the Cité de Carcassonne with its massive defenses, dating from late antiquity, which encircle the castle and 
surrounding buildings, streets and the Gothic Cathedral, making it an outstanding example of a medieval fortified town. 
 

During the 13th-century Carcassonne became famous for its role in 
the Albigensian Crusades when the city was a stronghold of the Occitan 
Cathars, a religious sect holding a dualist Manichaean view of good and 
evil.   Carcassonne was captured and its inhabitants massacred by the 
Anglo-Normans under Simon de Montfort, who added to the 
fortifications, and became a possession of the French crown in 1247. It 
was at this time that the French king Louis IX founded the new town 
across the Aude. 
 

 
France, The Ramparts of the Cite de 
Carcassonne, Scott #345, issued 1938.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
<<  France, Heritage of France, Carcassonne, Scott #4471, issued Sept 9, 2013 

 
The medieval fortress was restored by Eugène Viollet-le-Duc in 1853 and added 
to the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites in 1997.  Carcassonne relies heavily 
on tourism but also counts manufacture and wine-making as some of its other 
key economic sectors. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cit%C3%A9_de_Carcassonne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albigensian_Crusade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catharism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eug%C3%A8ne_Viollet-le-Duc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
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New Digs 
 

 
Armenia,  Ancient Maps of the World by Claudius Ptolemy 
(2nd c. AD)   World map according to Claudius Ptolemy, an 
astronomer, geographer, mathematician and astrologer who 
lived from 90 – 168 AD.   

 
 

The map is circular with two outer defined circles. Cuneiform 
script labels all locations inside the circular map, as well as a 
few regions outside. The two outer circles represent water in 
between and is labeled as "'river' of 'bitter' water", the salt sea.   
Babylon is in the center of the map; parallel lines at the 
bottom seem to represent the southern marshes, and a curved 
line coming from the north, northeast appear to represent the 
Zagros Mountains. There are 7 small interior circles at the 
perimeter areas within the circle, and they appear to represent 
seven cities. Seven triangular sections on the external circle 
(water perimeter) represent named islands, but the damaged 
clay tablet has lost the three islands on the tablet's lower edge. 

 

Vagharshapat is a village in the Armavir Province of 
Armenia. It is home to the ruined 6th- to 7th-century 
Targmanchats Vank or Church of Surb Targmanchats 
(Holy Translators' Church) as well as the 18th-century Church 
of Surb Gevorg (Saint George), partially restored in the early 
20th century. There is also an early tower of Adar Davit on 
a hill nearby from the 2nd or 1st centuries BC.  There is 
also a monument dedicated to the victims of WWII,  2nd- 

 
Armenia, Ancient Capitals - Vagharshapat & Bagaran  

to 1st-century tombs, 10th- to 18th-century graves, and an early 19th-century wall.  
 

Bagaran was a city in Ancient Armenia founded during the 3rd century BC by king Orontes IV of Armenia.  It is one of 
the Historical capitals of ancient Armenia.   It quickly became the religious centre of Armenia, replacing Armavir as the 
main spiritual site of the Orontid pagan temples.  After fall of Orontid Dynasty and the rise of Artaxiad dynasty, king 
Artaxias I moved all the pagan monuments from Bagaran and relocated them in his newly built capital of Artashat, 
founded in 176 BC.  During the second half of the sixth century, Bagaran along with the entire canton of Arsharunik 
became the property of the Kamsarakan princes. The Church of Saint Theodore built between 624 and 631, was one of 
the main landmarks of Bagaran.  Inscriptions on the church of Saint Theodore of Bagaran were located at the exterior 
of the entire building, starting at the northern face of the western apse and running across the northern, eastern and 
southern faces.   In 895, after the establishment of the Kingdom of Armenia, Bagaran became the capital of an 
independent Armenia under king Ashot I.  
 

 
Canada, 5 UNESCO World Heritage Sites, issued Jan. 16, 2017, Scott #2963a-e     
 

 
The five featured sites 
include:  
 
Dinosaur Provincial 
Park (AB)  
 
Mistaken Point (NL)  
 
Historic District of Old 
Québec (QC)  
 
L’Anse aux Meadows 
National Historic Site 
(NL)  
 
Red Bay Basque 
Whaling Station (NL) 

 
 

(cont’d next pg)
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New Digs 
 

Journey through Canada’s diverse culture and landscape with all five permanent domestic stamps from a series that 
features locations designated as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Celebrate the sesquicentennial in 2017 with this special 
collection commemorating the anniversary with the words “Canada 150” and the sesquicentennial logo hidden in the 
tagging.  
 

Dinosaur Provincial Park is known for its remarkable fossil specimens that represent every known group of Cretaceous 
dinosaurs, as well as its impressive area of virtually undisturbed badlands and riparian (riverside) habitat. At Mistaken 
Point, the rugged coastal cliffs host the oldest known collection of large fossils in the world, marking the world ’s first 
appearance of large, biologically complex organisms. The Historic District of Old Québec is an exceptional example of 
a fortified colonial city that features bastions, gates and defensive works, as well as the only one north of Mexico with 
preserved ramparts. L’Anse aux Meadows National Historic Site contains the excavated remains of a small settlement of 
timber-framed turf dwellings built by a Norse expedition over 1,000 years ago, the earliest known European presence in 
North America. The Red Bay Basque Whaling Station is known as the most complete and extensive example of a 16th-
century Basque whaling station in North America. 
 

 

 
<<   Bosnia & Herzegovina, Cultural Heritage, Tombs, issued 2016, no further information  
known about this issue. 

 
Sacred monolithic stone monuments known as stećaks (tombstones) are generally 
encountered in great numbers on the territory Bosnia & Herzegovina. However, unique and 
marvelous examples of stećaks also exist in neighbouring countries like Croatia, Montenegro 
and Serbia. For example, in the village of Rajačke pivnice (or pimnice), in Serbia, it is 
possible to find very rare examples of stećaks characterized by particular architectural forms 
and distinguished sacred symbolism. 

 
The Libyan desert or desert of Libya is a desert, about 700 000 km², 
located in the western part of Egypt, the eastern part of Libya and 
northwestern Sudan. This desert is a part of the Sahara. Some of its 
limestone surface is called white desert. The Siwa Oasis is an oasis in 
Egypt, between the Qattara Depression and the Egyptian Sand Sea in 
the Western Desert, nearly 50 km (30 mi) east of the Libyan border, and 
560 km (348 mi) from Cairo. About 80 km (50 mi) in length and 20 km 
(12 mi) wide, Siwa Oasis is one of Egypt's most isolated settlements, 
with 23,000 people, mostly Berbers who developed a unique culture and 
a distinct language of the Berber family called Siwi. Its fame lies 
primarily in its ancient role as the home to an oracle of Ammon, the  

 
France, The Siwa Oasis, Libyan Desert, Egypt 
issued Jan 7, 2017 

ruins of which are a popular tourist attraction which gave the oasis its ancient name Ammonium. Historically, it is part 
of Ancient Libya. 
 

 
France, Architecture - Chateau du 
Pailly, Issued Jan 27, 2017 

 

On the stamp, on the right, the engraver depicted the north-west façade with the 
dungeon and moats.   On the left, an original view of the façade of the pavilion of 
honor, seen from a staircase.  A little history;  at 10 km from Langres, the Château du 
Pailly is one of the most prestigious masterpieces that the Renaissance could bequeath 
to Champagne-Ardenne.  It was built between 1563 and 1573 for Gaspard de Saulx de 
Tavannes, companion in arms of François 1st. Situated on the site of a former feudal 
fortress, probably keeping the keep and 3 corner towers, the exterior facades have 
retained the somewhat martial aspect of a military building.  On the other hand, the 
courtyard has a particularly refined layout and decoration, testimony to the perfect 
mastery of the architectural principles of the classical renaissance. The interior of the 
castle has vast rooms, richly ornamented, with monumental chimneys.    
Source: Official website of Tourism in Haute Marne 
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New Digs 

     
Egypt, Abu Simbel Temples, issued August 18, 2016 
 

 
I found this issue on the UPU website, issued last 
August.  Have not been able to find it on any of the 
stamp dealer websites and cannot get anything from 
EgyptPost.  Does anyone know who the gentleman 
in the middle stamp is?  For anyone who does not 
recognize the icons depicted on the other issues, at 
left is an image of the statues of Rameses II flanking 
the entrance of his temple and at right is a close-up 
of his face; which could be from his temple or the 
temple of his Great Wife, Nefertari. 

 
Gibraltar, UNESCO World Heritage Gorham's Cave Complex,  issued Sept 20, 2016 

Gibraltar’s Gorham’s Cave has been granted World Heritage status. To mark such an achievement we are pleased to 
issue a set of 5 commemorative stamps which has been developed in very close cooperation with the The Gibraltar 
Museum.  Gorham's Cave is a natural sea cave in the British Overseas Territory of Gibraltar. It is considered to be one 
of the last known habitations of the Neanderthals in Europe. It gives its name to the Gorham's Cave complex, which is 
a combination of four distinct caves of such importance that they are combined into a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
the only one in Gibraltar. The three other caves are Vanguard Cave, Hyaena Cave, and Bennett's Cave.  It is located on 
the southeastern face of the Rock of Gibraltar. When first inhabited some 55,000 years ago, it would have been 
approximately 5 kilometres from the shore, but, due to changes in sea level, it is now only a few metres from the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
   The cave is named after Captain A. Gorham of the 2nd Battalion Royal Munster Fusiliers who discovered it in 1907.  
Gorham's Cave is formed in Jurassic limestone. Total length of this cave is approximately 100m and at the entrance it is 
approximately 35m high. Further inside the cave becomes narrower and turns per approximately 90 degrees. From the 
entrance of cave opens a view on Alboran Sea. It is possible that during further research the cave will become longer. 
   Gorham's Cave has been a site of archaeological interest since its importance was first recognised. The beach below 
the cave (Governor's Beach) had been inaccessible from the cliffs above; however, after one episode of a tunnelling 
project in the rock, the beach and cave became accessible due to the pile of spoil that was created. 
 

 
Great Britain, Ancient Britain,  issued Jan 17, 2017, Scott #3574-81 

 

Eight stamps presented 
in four horizontal se-
tenant pairs featuring 
images of the iconic sites 
and fascinating artefacts, 
including the Drumbest 
horns and the Battersea 
shield, overlaid with 
evocative illustrations 
The Special Stamps  
feature iconic sites such 
as Skara Brae and 

Avebury and artifacts including the Battersea shield and the Star Carr headdress. The stamps are all enhanced with 
illustrations that reveal how our ancient forebears lived and worked.  The Presentation Pack, written by Timothy Darvill  
OBE, offers a wealth of fascinating insights into prehistoric Britain.
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New Digs 

    
Hungary, Attractions in Szombathely, issued May 6, 2016, Scott # 4382-4 
Funerary stele of the Sampronius family, Roman Emperor Constantius Chlorus proclaiming law in Savaria (Szombathely), Holy 
Trinity Statue, chancel of Szombathely Cathedral,  s/s St Martin of Tours, capital of Roman column. 
   

Szombathely is the 10th largest, as well as the oldest, city in Hungary, located near the border with Austria.  It was 
founded by the Romans in 45AD under the name of Colonia Claudia Savariensum (Claudius' Colony of Savarians), and it 
was the capital of the Pannonia Superior province of the Roman Empire. It lay close to the important "Amber Road" 
trade route. The city had an imperial residence, a public bath and an amphitheatre. In 2008, remains of a mithraeum 
were discovered.  Emperor Constantine the Great visited Savaria several times. He ended the persecution of Christians, 
which previously claimed the lives of many people in the area, including Bishop St. Quirinus and St. Rutilus. The 
emperor reorganized the colonies and made Savaria the capital of the province Pannonia Prima. This era was the height 
of prosperity for Savaria: its population grew, and new buildings were erected, among them theatres and churches. St. 
Martin of Tours was born here. After the death of Emperor Valentinian III, the Huns invaded Pannonia. Attila's armies 
occupied Savaria between 441 and 445. The city was destroyed by an earthquake in 456. 
 

 

Ireland, History in 100 Objects, issued Jan. 12, 2017, 
Scott 2133-6 for strip of 4 different self-adhesive 
stamps, coil and booklet stamps which are depicted at 
left and below. This set consists of Bronze Caldron 
700-800BC & Armlet 362-175BC 2135 gold disc 
2200-200BC; #2136 Gleninsheen Gold Gorget 800-
700BC. 

 

     
Ireland, History in 100 Objects, issued Feb 6, 2017, Scott #s should be assigned by mid-April 

Ireland’s second Definitive 
stamps (8 different depicted 
far left) represent a multi-
media marriage of history 
and craftsmanship with 
cutting edge design and 
technology, ready to wing 
their way across the globe. 
The series, ‘A History of 
Ireland in 100 Objects, a 
selection’, was unveiled at 
the National Museum – 
Archaeology in Dublin’s 
Kildare Street. The project 
marks a partnership 
between The National 
Museum of Ireland, The 
Irish Times, The Royal Irish 
Academy and An Post. 

Definite stamps are the ‘everyday’ stamps that remain on sale for a number of years. This, Ireland’s ninth definitive 
series, is based on Fintan O’Toole’s original book, A History of Ireland in 100 Objects, with each object opening a 
window into an important moment in Irish history between 5000BC and the early 21st Century.               (cont’d. next pg) 

Page  # 9                                                                                 The Old World Archaeologist  / April  2017 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pannonia_Superior
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amber_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_amphitheatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savaria_Mithraeum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Christians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quirinus_of_Sescia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pannonia_Prima
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_of_Tours
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valentinian_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pannonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attila_the_Hun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthquake


New Digs 

Ireland, History in 100 Objects     cont’d 
In an unusual marriage of ancient and modern, each stamp contains a code that may be scanned with the smartphone 
CEE app, to enter the world of Augmented Reality and 100objects.ie, a website offering a wealth of additional imagery, 
information, video and educational resources.  
  The stamps, first day cover envelopes and booklets were designed by leading Dublin-based designers, Zinc Design 
Consultants.  They are available at all Post Offices and online at irishstamps.ie.  The first set of new Definitive stamps 
show objects including a Flint Macehead, Bronze Age Funerary Urns, the Tara Torcs, and the Broighter Boat.  Images 
of further ‘100 Objects’ tracing Ireland’s history will be issued on stamps over the next five years.  
  The Flint Macehead was found in the eastern chamber beneath the great passage tomb at Knowth, Co. Meath in the 
Boyne Valley and is one of the finest works to have survived from Neolithic Europe.  
  The Bronze Age Funerary Urns (1900-1300 BC) found in Annagh, Co Limerick were made to be buried with the dead.  
  The Tara Torcs (c.1200 BC), made of long bars of twisted gold, were found close to the Rath of the Synods on the 
Hill of Tara in Co. Meath.  
  The beautiful Broighter Boat (c.100 BC) is a miniature rendering in gold of a sailing boat complete with benches and 
oars that was found at Broighter, Co. Derry, It was part of a gold hoard found on the shores of Lough Foyle, possibly 
an offering to the sea god Manannán Mac Lir 
 
Israel, Aromatic Plants Tabbed - Frankincense, 
Myrrh and Balsam.   
 
This issue is included here for those who exhibit.  
Egypt’s Great Pharaoh Hatshepsut sent a 
diplomatic team to the Land of Punt who returned 
with trees of frankincense and myrrh.  Issue date 
unknown at publication. 

 
 

   
Israel, UNESCO World Heritage Sites Tabbed; Nahal Me'arot Cavet, Bet  
She'arim Necropolis, Meresha and Bet Guvrin Caves, issued Feb 7, 2017 

 
 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Israel - Nahal 

Me'arot Caves     -     The Caves of Nahal 
Me’arot are a UNESCO Site of Human 
Evolution in the Carmel mountain range near 
Haifa in northern Israel.  The four UNESCO-
listed caves are the Tanur / Tabun (lit.: Oven), 
Gamal / el-Jamal (Camel), Nahal / el-Wad 
(Stream), and Gedi / Es-Skhul (Kid) Cave. 
The four caves were proclaimed a site of 
"outstanding universal value" by UNESCO  in 
2012. They are protected within a nature 
reserve.  The caves were used for habitation by 

Hominins and prehistoric humans and contain unique evidence of very early burials. 
 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Israel - Bet She'arim Necropolis    -    In October 2009, two new caves were opened to the 
public whose burial vaults date to the first two centuries CE. A large number of individuals were buried in the more 
than twenty catacombs of the necropolis. Geographical references in inscriptions on the walls of the catacombs reveal 
that the necropolis was used by people from the town of Beit She'arim, from elsewhere in Galilee, and even from cities 
as far away as Palmyra and Tyre.  In 2015 it was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  The partially excavated 
archaeological site consists mainly of an extensive necropolis of rock-cut tombs and some remains of the town itself. 
The site is managed by the National Parks Authority as the Beit She'arim National Park. It borders the town of Kiryat 
Tiv'on on the northeast and is located five kilometres west of Moshav Beit She'arim. It is situated 20 km east of Haifa in 
the southern foothills of the Lower Galilee. 
 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Israel - Maresha and Bet-guvrin Caves    -  Tel Maresha is the tell (archaeological mound) of 
the biblical Iron Age city of Maresha, and of the subsequent, post-586 BCE Idumean city known by its its Hellenised 
name Marisa, Arabised as Marissa  The tell is situated in Israel's Shephelah region, i.e. in the foothills of the Judaean 
Mountains. It was first excavated in 1898-1900 by the British archaeologists Bliss and Macalister on behalf of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund   and  again  after  1989  by  Israeli  archaeologist  Amos Kloner  on  behalf  of  the  Israel  

(cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 

Israel, UNESCO World Heritage Sites      cont’d 

Antiquities Authority.   The majority of the artifacts of the British excavation are to be found today in the Istanbul 
Archaeology Museums.  This site is now protected as part of Bet Guvrin-Maresha National Park and recognized by 
UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. 
 
 

 
Kazakhta, Monuments, Ancient City  
Sauran, issued 2016, awaiting Scott #  

Sawran or Sauran is an ancient city located 43 kilometres (27 mi) north-west of 
the city of Turkestan in Southern Kazakhstan.When entering through the large, 
lime gates of the city, it’s immediately clear that Sauran was at one point a major 
stop on the Silk Road. The expansive grass-covered ruins have been partly dug 
out, revealing a sophisticated system of underwater canals that kept this oasis 
thriving. Some restorative work has been carried out, clarifying the lay-out of the 
ancient city.  The city shifted its location on several occasions due to the 
changing course of the Syr Darya, on which it depended for water. Sauran has 
been mentioned in writing since the 10th century, but this location seems to 
have been inhabited from 13-14th century until 18th century.  The walls itself are

 

still many meters high in places,crumbling elsewhere, providing an intimate atmosphere where you will be alone with 
bird song and cute little turtles, free to let your imagination feel up the passage of time. For now, you will be the only 
visitor. Unconfirmed claims that Tolkien got the name of the evil lord Sauron (from the tribe of Ainur, which is a local 
Kazakh tribe) from Lord of the Rings from here have not yet led to a boom in hobbit houses. Yet. 

 
Baekje  (18BC–AD660) was a kingdom 
located in southwest Korea. It was one of 
the Three Kingdoms of Korea, together 
with Goguryeo and Silla.  Baekje was 
founded by Onjo, the third son of 
Goguryeo's founder Jumong and So Seo-
no, at Wiryeseong (present-day southern 
Seoul). Baekje, like Goguryeo, claimed to 
succeed Buyeo, a state established in 
present-day Manchuria around the time 
of Gojoseon's fall. Baekje alternately 
battled and allied with Goguryeo and 

 

  
South Korea, UNESCO World Heritage 2016 Baekje, no further information  

Silla as the three kingdoms expanded control over the peninsula. At its peak in the 4th century, Baekje controlled most of 
the western Korean peninsula, as far north as Pyongyang, and may have even held territories in China, such as in Liaoxi, 
though this view is controversial. It became a significant regional sea power, with political and trade relations with China 
and Japan. 
Baekje was a great maritime power; its nautical skill, which made it the Phoenicia of East Asia, was instrumental in the 
dissemination of Buddhism throughout East Asia and continental culture to Japan. Baekje was founded in 18BC by King 
Onjo, who led a group of people from Goguryeo south to the Han River basin. According to the Chinese Records of the 
Three Kingdoms, during the Samhan period, one of the chiefdoms of the Mahan confederacy was called Baekje. 
During the reign of King Goi (234–286), Baekje became a full-fledged kingdom, as it continued consolidating the Mahan 
confederacy. In 249, according to the ancient Japanese text Nihonshoki, Baekje's expansion reached the Gaya confederacy 
to its east, around the Nakdong River valley. Baekje is first described in Chinese records as a kingdom in 345. The first 
diplomatic missions from Baekje reached Japan around 367. 
 

Club News 
I have noted many comments on the New Digs and no complaints about not getting Scott #s.  Many never get Scott 
listings.  I regularly receive new lists from Herrick Stamps – every two weeks.  I get most of my illustrations from their 
site.  I also check Bombay Stamps.   
 

One of our members, Mr. Igor Gregorian, is running for office as a Director with the ATA.  I hope everyone votes for 
him, even if you don’t vote for anyone else on the ballot.  I once won an election by 10 votes, and tracked them all down.  
Your vote DOES count!   
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More Club News 
Our members are branching out in the collecting interests.  For the first time Early Man has tied with Egypt, followed 
by Cave Art, Rome, Greece, Turkey and China are tied with (believe it or not) one major collector each.  One member 
suggested we publish books.  Another would like to know how other members store and mount their 
collections/exhibits.  Hey Fran, here’s one for you! 
 
A suggestion was made to change the name to The Archaeology Study Unit.  This would involve re-chartering with 
affiliated clubs, changing the bank account and registration name of the club.  We have been discussing this very thing 
back and forth for years and have not come up with any solution.  I do note that both the ATA and APS list OWASU 
under “A” for archaeology.   
 

New Digs 
 

 
Mexico, Cave Painting - Samalayuca  

The first stage is called "desert", the ancient natives made petroglyphs and 
cave paintings for ceremonial hunting events. The most representative is 
Samalayuca.  The Samalayuca Dune Fields, more traditionally known as Los 
Medanos, or more recently referenced as Medanos de Samalayuca are a 
series of large but separated fields of sand dunes located in the northern 
part of the Mexican state of Chihuahua. 

The Site is located within the natural shelter of the cave. This site received its name because it has a rounded shape 
structure, shaped like a pot (or olla, in Spanish). It is a Cuexcomate,  or large barn type facility, with a shape that 
resembles a large vase. Similar granaries were located in scattered caves sites of the Sierra Madre Occidental. 
One of the particularities of the Valle de las Cuevas (valley of the caves) is the presence of a site where a sequence of 
very long human occupation has been detected. Human groups that lived in the region used a maize ancestor variety, 
dating approximately 5500BCE.  Due to the cold winter, there was the need to store food, hence they built the barn 
which can still be seen, although very deteriorated.  Human groups of hunter-gatherers arrive in the region from the 
north, probably Mogollon, Anasazi or Hohokam, following the Sierra Madre Occidental; used plants, took advantage of 
smaller animal species, as turkeys; occupied the mountains and gradually dispersed in rivers, developing the Paquimé 
culture or “Casas Grandes”, whose first settlers were collectors in the process of learning sedentary traits.  Cueva de la 
Olla belongs to an earlier occupation stage called “Perros Bravos” (Fierce Dogs), from 950 to 1060CE.  
Mogollon culture evidences have been found, simple ceramic fragments and other more scarce luxury type materials, 
characteristic of the Paquime culture. The Site constructors probably were villagers who in addition to intensively 
exploit the environment, as can be seen in the premises vestiges, cultivated corn, squash, and beans, therefore they 
established a community use system.  It is presumed that the group living in the Cueva de la Olla was a group of at least 
30 individuals, that probably worked the flat land areas of the region, adequate for farming; had water year-round 
thanks a nearby stream and stored their food production in the barn for a period of at least 170 days. Consumed wild 
plants such as acorns and palm. 
 

 
Montenegro, Historical 
Heritage, Issued Nov 10, 2016 
Ognjilo, Kremen I usjeka  
(Fire, flints and ravines 
(notches?) 

 
 

  
Philippines, Gold Artifacts Block of 4 Different issued Jan 3, 2017 
Photos of the Pre-colonial Treasures of the Philippines from the collection of Ayala Museum. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Spain, World Heritage, Segovia Aqueduct Deluxe Souvenir Sheet, Issued Oct 6, 2016 

     In 1985, UNESCO included the ancient city of Segovia and its Roman aqueduct within the Patrimony Cities. The 
beauty of its enclave, its medieval streets, the Alcázar and especially its Roman aqueduct, make of this Castilian city a 
place where to lose and to enjoy. 
María Zambrano, Antonio Machado or the very Louis Proust investigating in the Real Laboratory of Chemistry made 
of Segovia a cultured and elevated city. It was prosperous in the international trade of wool that gave rise to a strong 
textile industry.  Today it is the scene of great celebrations and artistic activities such as Holy Week, festivals like 
Titirimundi that fill the city with magic and imagination.  But if there is something of Segovia that makes it known all 
over the world, it is its Aqueduct. It dates from the beginning of the second century AD, during the time of the 
Emperor Trajan. The most recognizable and visible part is the famous arcade that crosses the square of the Azoguejo in 
the center of the city. 
For its construction, the Romans used great scaffolds, systems of pulleys and dragelements that were handled by slaves. 
This masterful engineering work has seen through the centuries, the great advances of humanity. Among its arches, 
people have passed on foot, cars, animals and today motor vehicles. 
For all of this, Correos issues a folding block sheet, which shows the image of the aqueduct playing with real photos 
and geometric interpretations of it. Being a monument so well known by all, it was wanted, based on a real image, to 
highlight the work of the stone pieces that make up the aqueduct drawing the contour of each one of them. 
Along the block leaf appear some blue traces that remember that the water is the protagonist of the aqueduct, since its 
mission is the channeling and the transfer of the same one. The stamp that is issued has a round shape and represents 
the obverse of the two-euro coin that is put into circulation this year.                                                      Carmen Álvarez 
 

   
Serbia, Museum Exhibits 2016 

 
23=   Burđića rast near Krupanj XIV Century 
46=  Mramorje in Lipenović, Krupanj XIV 
Century 
50= Greek cemetery in the village of Hrta 
Prijepolje, XIV-XV Century 

 
 

 

 
Syria, Sword & City 2016, from Herrick  
stamp site.  Syria Website is constantly 

“down”.  Unable to obtain any information. 
 

 

 
         Ukraine, Paleolithic Era souvenir sheet, issued Jan 20, 2017 
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New Digs Update 

    
Greece, Self-Adhesive, Aristotle, issued June 23, 2016 from Oct 
2016 Scott #2740-2  

 
Grenada, The Great Wall of China,  From Jan 2017  Gates 
of the Great Wall of China,  Aug 15, 2016, Scott#-4171-8  
 

 
Croatia, Paleontology The Whale of Zagreb & The Lion of 
Dramalj setenant pair, issued Oct 12, 2016, Scott #1009 a&b 

   
France – UNESCO Official, Panther & Ephesus City, Turkey, 
issued Sept 9, 2016, Scott #2O78 & 2O79 

 
Israel, Mosaics of Eretz. Strip of 3 different with tabs, issued 
Nov 13, 2016, Scott #1111 a-c 

 
Israel King Solomon’s ships Nov 13, 2016, #2128 issued for 
Jerusalem 2016 stamp exposition 
 
Israel UNESCO Sites on pg 7,  Scott #2135-6-7 

 

ATA Needs Your Help 
The ATA makes “beginner’s pages/kits” for different topics.  The kits consist of 5 pages for stamps with nice frame, 30 
used stamps, about the same number of hinges and some information about the ATA. They made one for Archaeology 
last year – but I never saw it.  It sold before I got to the show.  Each of these beginners kits, originally made for kids 
but I was selling them to new collectors in NYC.  The ATA needs stamps for make more archaeology kits.  Anyone 
who has any stamps to spare can send them to the ATA, Ms. Vera Felts, P O Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-0008 or send 
them to me and I will pass them along to the person who puts the pages together.  Our President, Mr. Merle Farrington 
got a preview of the album page made and was not impressed.  I have a computer full of archaeology related stamps 
and can send Vera half a dozen nice ones.  Anything you send to the ATA please note you are a member of OWASU 
and that is how you heard they need stamps.  You do not have to send 30, send what you can.  
 

Archaeology Today 
 

38,000 Year Old Rock Art Discovered in France 
In the summer of 2012, a group of archaeologists discovered what could be one of the oldest examples of art in Europe 
when they turned over a broken block of limestone on the floor of a rock shelter in southwestern France.  The slab 
comes from a partially collapsed rock shelter called Abri Blanchard. It reveals the image of an aurochs and dozens of 
small dots, and was decorated by Aurignacians - the first Homo sapiens to arrive in Europe. The engraving is about 
38,000 years old.  The 20 metre long shelter is near the small town of Sergeac, about 500 kilometres south-southwest of 
Paris, in a region famous for some of Europe's oldest examples of cave art. Several other carved slabs were discovered 
at Abri Blanchard a century ago. 
    New York University anthropologist Randall White, a co-author of the study who led recent excavations at the site, 
says the discovery sheds light on regional patterning of art and ornamentation at a time when humans were just starting 
to spread across the continent.  Many early artistic representations from this region have been interpreted as vulvas, but 
the artists at Abri Blanchard chose an array of artistic subjects, from horses and cats to geometric designs. 
    In addition to the aurochs carving, the researchers found hundreds of stone tools and tool fragments, as well as 
animal bones, mostly from reindeer. They also found an ivory bead and a pierced fox tooth. 
    Aurignacian images of aurochs have been found at other sites, such as Chauvet Cave, about 350 kilometres east-
southeast of Abri Blanchard. Aligned dots have also been seen before on Aurignacian objects such as mammoth-tooth 
plaques and ivory pendants, but researchers describe the combination of this design with an animal figure as 
‘exceptional’. 
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 Archaeology Today 
 

38,000 Year Old Rock Art Discovered in France   (cont’d) 

   The discovery of fits into the patterns researchers usually see in the earliest European art: broad shared features, with 
some regional quirks. White says: "This pattern fits well with social geography models that see art and personal 
ornamentation as markers of social identity at regional, group and individual levels." 
Edited from LiveScience (30 January 2017) 
 

Scientists Think These Skulls May Be New Human Ancestor 
Two fossils combine early human, Neanderthal features.  
Since the first Neanderthal fossil was discovered in the 1850s, scientists have debated the difference between humans 
and their relatives. The two species definitely mated, but there are some big differences between them, from 
Neanderthals’ big brows and squat figures to their distinctive DNA. Now, reports Ben Guarino for The Washington 
Post, skulls that seem to be both human and Neanderthal just added an intriguing twist to that debate. 
   The skulls, which are described in a new paper in the journal Science, were discovered in Lingjing, China in 2007 and 
2014 and are between 100,000 and 130,000 years old. Researchers are calling them “a morphological mosaic” because 
of a collage of characteristics.  They’ve got Neanderthals’ ear canals, eastern Eurasian humans’ low and flat brainpans, 
and similarities to early modern Old World humans, too.  The skulls are distinctive enough that they seem to belong to 
an entirely different species—one that’s neither human nor Neanderthal, but that shares characteristics of both. One 
explanation is that they’re Denisovans, a recently discovered ancient human cousin thought to have interbred with both 
humans and Neanderthals.  
   As SmartNews reported in 2015, only two teeth and a finger bone have given scientists clues about Denisovans so far. 
But Science Magazine’s Ann Gibbons spoke with experts who say the skulls fit what science knows about Denisovans 
thus far—even though the research team itself carefully avoids saying the word in its paper or press materials. 
   Okay, so the team won’t take a stand on whether the skulls are Denisovan. But they tell Gibbons that they do think 
they’re “a kind of unknown or new archaic human.” The skulls seem to point to region-specific evolution in eastern 
Asia at a time when multiple hominid species existed. 
   For Erik Trinkaus, one of the paper’s authors, the skulls are an important glimpse back in time, filling in a gap in the 
human fossil record. In a release, he says that the skulls point to “the unity and dynamic nature of human evolution.”  
As Guarino points out, the team wasn’t able to get genetic material from the skulls, so it will be impossible to figure out 
which species they’re part of until they’re analyzed and compared to what we know about other hominids. For now, the 
skulls have raised questions they can’t answer—but they’ve also just made the question of which hominids coexisted 
and when even more intriguing. 
By Erin Blakemore,  smithsonian.com,  March 3, 2017  
 

Archaeologists Might Have Found Another Dead Sea Scroll Cave 
In the late 1940s, teenagers explored a cave hidden in the flanks of jagged hills of Wadi Qumran in the Judean Desert. 
Inside, they discovered fragments of the original Dead Sea Scrolls—ancient collections of text that contain the oldest-
known biblical manuscripts. Since then, archaeologists have found 11 Qumran caves that they have extensively 
excavated in search of the precious scrolls that date back more than 2,000 years ago. Now, a team of archaeologists 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Liberty University in Virginia have discovered what they believe to be a 
12th cave on the cliffs west of Qumran. 
The Hebrew University press release writes that in the first wide-scale survey in the area since 1993, the team unearthed 
storage jars and lids from the Second Temple period (dating from 530 BC to 70 CE) in the cave that some scholars are 
already calling number 12. They also found a pair of iron pickaxe heads that they identified as being from the 1950s, 
suggesting the cave had been looted. 
Oren Gutfeld, an archaeologist at Hebrew University who was part of the dig, says he is confident that the newly 
discovered cave once contained Dead Sea Scrolls. “Although at the end of the day no scroll was found, and instead we 
‘only’ found a piece of parchment rolled up in a jug that was being processed for writing, the findings indicate beyond 
any doubt that the cave contained scrolls that were stolen,” he says in the release. 
The Dead Sea Scrolls are first-person accounts of history, and the information they contain is priceless. As Andrew 
Lawler explained in Smithsonian Magazine: “The Dead Sea Scrolls—comprising more than 800 documents made of 
animal skin, papyrus and even forged copper—deepened our understanding of the Bible and shed light on the histories 
of Judaism and Christianity.” 
In addition to Biblical text, the scrolls contain hymns, prayers, commentaries, and mystical formulas, Lawler writes. 

                                      (cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeology Today 
Another Dead Sea Scroll Cave    (cont’d) 
They’re so valuable that a fragment of an original scroll the size of a fingernail can cost up to $1,000,000, the Biblical 
Museum at Liberty University notes.    
The new discovery has Israel Hasson, director-general of the Israel Antiquities Authority, calling for more funding to 
systematically search all caves in the Judean Desert for artifacts that have yet to be discovered. “We are in a race against 
time as antiquities thieves steal heritage assets worldwide for financial gain,” he says in the release. 
By Lauren Young smithsonian.com February 8, 2017 

 
Explore the Ruins of an Ancient Incense Route 
Frankincense and myrrh may not make the cut on many shopping lists today, but from the 3rd century BCE to the 2nd 
century AD, they were hot commodities. Procured from tree sap, they were long used as incense and perfume, burned 
frequently in many places around the world to cover up the not-so-pleasant smells of the time. But there was one 
problem: frankincense and myrrh were only native to trees growing in Ethiopia, Somalia, and southern Arabia. 
Enter the incense route, a path spanning more than 1,200 miles and used by traders to carry frankincense and myrrh 
from Yemen and Oman, through the Negev desert, to the Mediterranean port in Gaza. The route took about 62 days to 
traverse, according to the notable Roman author Pliny the Elder, with around 65 stops along the way where traders and 
their camel caravans could rest, recharge and sell their goods. Generally, a day’s worth of travel would bring the 
caravans to the next stop. 
A local population called the Nabateans primarily controlled this route, operating four major cities along the way—
Haluza, Mamshit, Avdat and Shivta—as well as multiple fortresses protecting the route from robbers. 
At the height of its use, the incense route aided in the transport of an estimated 3,000 tons of incense every year, 
following an undulating path that changed slightly with each instance that settlements along the way decided to increase 
taxes on passing caravans. Although some spices were also carried along the incense route, this shouldn’t be confused 
with the actual spice routes, which were largely maritime paths. 
And like those before them, the overland incense route transitioned to a maritime route, as well, beginning around the 
last century BCE. Traders in southern Arabia would make inflatable rafts out of animal skin, using those to secretly 
float bundles of incense out to waiting ships on the Arabian Sea. From there, the boats would covertly sail up the Red 
Sea and deliver the incense to Egyptian ports. In approximately 25 BCE, the south Arabian kingdoms were ultimately 
overthrown, bringing an end to the overland route (which was mostly controlled by Arabians) altogether, and allowing 
the maritime trade to flourish. 
Follow the scent to these spots in modern-day Israel, where you can see what’s left of the ancient incense route today. 
By Jennifer Billock,  smithsonian.com,  January 26, 2017 
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