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Site of Palmyra, Syria  
By Caroline Scannell 
 

Syria has given birth to a succession of ancient civilizations reaching back thousands of 
years.  Agriculture began there 12,000 years ago and archaeological discoveries indicate 
that the port or Ugarit (Ras ash-Shamra on today’s map) was flourishing in 6000BC.  
Palmyra became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1980.  
 

Palmyra is an ancient Semitic city in present-day Homs Governorate, Syria. The city was 
first documented in the second millennium BC with archaeological finds dating to the 
Neolithic, about 7500BC.  Palmyra contains the monumental ruins of a great city that 
was one of the most important cultural centers of the ancient world.  Palmyra changed 
hands on a number of occasions between different empires before becoming a subject of 
the Roman Empire in the first century AD. 
 

Palmyra (‘Palm City’) was the Greek and Latin name of the place, but in more ancient 
times it bore a name similar to that of the modern town. In inscriptions dating to the 
time of King Tiglath-pileser I of Assyria, around 1100 BC, the city is called Tadmar.  In 
the Bible it is called Tadmor.  
 

 
Syria 2015, no infor-mation 
known about this stamp or 
any Syrian stamps issued 
from 2013. 

 

          
Syria, Archway Palmyra, Syria, Ruins of Palmyra, 
Scott C258, issued 1961 Scott #349, June 20, 1949 

 

According to tradition, Palmyra was founded by Solomon, king 
of ancient Israel. The easternmost city of Solomon's empire, 
Palmyra owed its prominence to its strategic location on the 
ancient trade routes between Egypt and the Persian Gulf.  The 
earliest surviving inscription from Palmyra dates from 32BC. 
Palmyra was a prosperous caravan station in the 1st century BC. 
It became a Roman outpost and a major city-state within the 
Roman Empire in the 1st century AD.  
 

Also still standing is the colonnade, nearly 1.6 km (1 mi) long, 
which originally consisted of some 1,500 Corinthian columns. 
The main street of the ancient city was the old caravan road. In 
Roman times it was transformed into a long and beautiful 
avenue adorned with colonnades and monumental arches.   

 

The city grew wealthy from trade caravans; the 
Palmyrenes were renowned merchants who 
established colonies along the Silk Road and 
operated throughout the Roman Empire. 
Palmyra's wealth enabled the construction of 
monumental projects, such as the Great 
Colonnade, the Temple of Bel, and the distinctive 
tower tombs. 
 

    
Syria, Arch of Triumph in the Sun Temple Ruins, eastern section of 
Palmyra's colonnade (destroyed in 2015) Scott #C165 issued Apr 22, 
1952 & Scott #229, issued c. 1930. 
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From the Editor:     
Finished reading a couple of interesting books by Brian 
Fagan.  Do you know that we are now able to scan the 
earth’s surface from space and find long overgrown and 
buried water courses and roads?  This has come in handy 
researching the Maya of Peru and the area around Angkor 
Wat in Cambodia.  The road system surrounding Angkor 
were found from space using Thermal Infrared Multispectral 
Scanner (TIMS) by Columbia in 1981.  Columbia also found 
long hidden water courses along buried valleys in the Sahara 
Desert, also Chaco Canyon, New Mexico contains an 
elaborate road network which is now being investigated. 
 

Through the earth’s many ice ages and warm periods, rising 
and falling sea levels, people travelled around the earth, 
populating the continents.  Proof has been found that the 
original population of North and South America  did indeed 
come across the Bering Strait from northern China and 
Siberia.  The crossing took perhaps years as the people 
followed the game across into Alaska and Canada, staying 
just south of the ice sheet. 
 

This is the last issue before the big show in NYC.  The 
weather has been frightful, seeming to have gone from 
winter into an early spring, then reverting back to winter 
with snow one day and temperatures in the 40s the next.  As 
I write this it is a dreary rainy day and I have quilts to make, 
taxes to finalize, and a concert to attend.   
 

I have my schedule for the show, starting 2 days before the 
show opens and some time between now and then I have to 
pack up my clothes and things and ship them out and hire a 
catsitter.  That’s the most important.  Oh yes; I am 
expecting one more donation of stamps and have to update 
one of the collections so I can buy at the show and fill in 
some of the gaps that have appeared in the last 5 years. 
 

Anyone looking for me can go to the ATA Study Unit 
Booth.  These folks will know where I am because I 
represent at least 4 study units.  Two of them will not have 
meetings at the show and two will.  For those of you who 
collect Egyptian, the Egyptian Study Circle (London) will be 
having a meeting.  If everything turns out as I plan there 
should be some snacks available at the Study Unit table so 
you don’t have to leave the show to eat something.  I still 
need to buy 4 pounds of candy, yes, pounds!   This is not 
your usual 30 dealer, 200 exhibit show, but 200 dealer, 50 
government representative, 20 auction house representative, 
and there will be practically one new stamp issues per DAY!  
You can have a nice sandwich dinner at the Stage Door Deli 
across the street from Penn Station for $15-$20 that is 
enough for a dinner!  I worked in that area for 20 years. 
                 



Caroline 
   



Site of Palmyra, Syria  
By Caroline Scannell 
 

 
Syria, Baal Shamin Temple, 
Scott #C429, issued Jan 26, 1969 

The ruined Temple of Baal-Hamon was 
located on the top of Jabal al-Muntar hill 
which oversees the spring of Efqa. Con-
structed in 89 AD, it consisted of a cella and 
a vestibule with two columns. The temple 
had a defensive tower attached to it; a 
mosaic depicting the sanctuary was ex-
cavated and it revealed that both the cella 
and the vestibule were decorated with 
merlons. 

 
Syria, Columns of Palmyra 
Scott #271, issued c. 1940 

 

Its chief commercial rival was Petra, an ancient city in what is now southwestern Jordan. Palmyra prospered even more 
when the Romans conquered Petra in AD 106. The Roman emperors lavished favors on Palmyra.  
 

From the 1st to the 2nd century, the art and architecture of Palmyra, standing at the crossroads of several civilizations, 
blended Greco-Roman techniques with local traditions and Persian influences.  
 

 

 

<<  Syria, Bas Relief of Astarte & Tyche, 1st Century, Palmyra, Scott #C368, issued July 26, 1966 

 
Astarte is the Hellenized form of the Middle Eastern goddess Ishtar, worshipped from the 
Bronze Age through classical antiquity. The name is particularly associated with her worship 
in the ancient Levant among the Canaanites and Phoenicians. Astarte is sometimes also 
worshipped by cults in Mesopotamian cultures like Assyria and Babylonia.  Astarte was 
worshipped in Syria and Canaan beginning in the first millennium BC and was first 
mentioned in texts from Ugarit, and an Ugaritic text specifically equates her with Ishtar. In 

the Baʿal Epic of Ugarit, Astarte, the consort of the god El, plays a role.  
Tyche was the goddess of fortune and prosperity of a city in Greek mythology. She was the daughter of Aphrodite and 
either Zeus or Hermes, although some sources referred to her as a daughter of the Titans Oceanus and Tethys. She was 
often depicted in statues wearing a mural crown, which is a crown having the shapes of city walls. She was linked to 
Nemesis, goddess of retribution, and Agathos Daimon. Tyche appeared on many coins of the Hellenistic period (after the 
death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC). 
 

 
Syria, The Beauty of 
Palmyra Scott #443,  
issued 1963 
 

Palmyra changed hands on a number of occasions between different empires before 
becoming a subject of the Roman Empire in the first century AD. 
 

In 129 Emperor Hadrian restored many of its buildings and named it Hadriana Palmyra 
after himself. Septimius Severus (reigned 193-211) gave it the standing of a Roman colony. 
For the most part, however, Palmyra maintained a relatively independent and neutral 
position between the empire of Rome to the west and the empire of Parthia to the east.  
 

Palmyra reached its high point in the 3rd century AD under its ruler Odenathus. An ally of 
Rome, Odenathus helped the Romans regain territory they had lost to King Shapur I of 
Persia (reigned 241-272). Upon the assassination of Odenathus, probably in 267, his widow, 
Zenobia, succeeded him. 
  

 
 
Within three years she extended her rule to all of Syria, to Egypt, and to 
most of Asia Minor. Her ambition led to war with Rome, and in 272 
Emperor Aurelian captured her and sacked Palmyra. The city never 
recovered its importance and splendor.  
    

Palmyrene coins of Vasalathus; Scott # 
735, issued 1976 & Scott 803, issued 1978. 

 
Page  # 3                                                                              The Old World Archaeologist  / Apeil  2016 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosaic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merlon
http://heindorffhus.motivsamler.dk/worldheritage/frame-JordanPetra.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religions_of_the_ancient_Near_East
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ishtar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze_Age
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canaanite_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamian_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assyrian_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canaan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ugarit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baal_Cycle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_%28deity%29
http://www.greekmythology.com/Other_Gods/Tyche/tyche.html
http://www.greekmythology.com/Olympians/Aphrodite/aphrodite.html
http://www.greekmythology.com/Olympians/Zeus/zeus.html
http://www.greekmythology.com/Olympians/Hermes/hermes.html
http://www.greekmythology.com/Titans/titans.html
http://www.greekmythology.com/Titans/Oceanus/oceanus.html
http://www.greekmythology.com/Titans/Tethys/tethys.html
http://www.greekmythology.com/Other_Gods/Nemesis/nemesis.html
http://www.greekmythology.com/Other_Gods/Tyche/tyche.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire


Site of Palmyra, Syria  
By Caroline Scannell 
 

This period also had Queen Zenobia, the wife of the ruler of the Roman 
protectorate of Palmyra, who assumed leadership of the state in 267AD, 
after her husband’s murder.  Zenobia’s army conquered Syria before she 
invaded Egypt and proclaimed her son Emperor, though his young age at 
the time meant she herself would rule.  Rome quickly struck back, 
recapturing the territory and carting off Zenobia in chains to Rome.  She 
was immortalized as a symbol of beauty, independence and strength. 
 
Palmyra was conquered by Muslim Arabs in 634 and made an Arab 
fortress. In 1089 it was destroyed by an earthquake. Plundering hastened 
its decay, and it sank rapidly to the ruins that remain to this day.   
 
The chief structures of the ancient city included the temple of Bel, or Baal 
(1st century BC); the temple of Bel-shamin (1st century AD); the agora, or 
marketplace (2nd century AD); the theater and civic center; and the 
rectangular walled caravanserai, or inn for caravans.  
 

 
Syria, Queen Zenobia of Palmyra, Scott 
C279-C282, issued Dec 28, 1962 

 
Palmyra Update, from Archaeology Today 
Syrian Troops Find Palmyra's Ancient Ruins In Better Shape Than Expected 
By Danny Lewis  Smithsonian.com March 29, 2016 

   After nearly a year of being under ISIS’ control, Syrian government troops, backed by Russian air strikes, drove militants 
fighting for the Islamic State from the ancient city of Palmyra. Losing the 2,000-year-old ruins after a three-week-long 
offensive is being seen as a major setback for the Islamist group. While assessments of the historic site’s condition have 
only just begun, some experts say that the ancient city sustained much less damage than originally thought. 
   ISIS fighters originally took control of the UNESCO heritage site in May 2015. At the time, the occupation was seen as a 
major victory for the extremist group against the Syrian government, which used the site as a staging ground and 
propaganda tool, publically demolishing several of the site’s most iconic ruins and putting them to use as propaganda 
tools.  “Palmyra has been liberated. This is the end of the destruction in Palmyra," Syria’s antiquities chief Mamoun 
Abdelkarim told Reuters. "How many times did we cry for Palmyra? How many times did we feel despair? But we did not 
lose hope."   
   During the 10-month-long occupation, ISIS demolished several of the city’s most iconic and ancient monuments, 
including the Temples, as well as the iconic Triumphal Arch. ISIS heavily publicized the destruction of these monuments 
and looted the city for ancient artifacts, drawing condemnation from antiquities experts around the world. The destruction 
was called a war crime by UNESCO officials who feared that ISIS’ continued occupation would result in a jewel of the 
ancient world being lost forever.  Government forces are still sweeping Palmyra to clear its streets of land mines, but 
preliminary surveys of the ancient ruins indicate that ISIS fighters did much less damage to the city than archaeologists 
originally thought.  In particular, Abdelkarim was excited that a famous statue known as the Lion of Al-Lat that was 
thought destroyed by ISIS fighters is in good enough condition that it can be restored. However, not everyone is as 
optimistic about the extent of the damage, as anti-government activist and Palmyra native Khaled al-Homsi says the 
militants “did damage to ruins that can never be compensated”. 
   Al-Assad has touted that the retaking of Palmyra shows that his government forces, along with help from his Russian 
allies, are the best-equipped for pushing ISIS fighters out of the region. Whatever the future holds for Palmyra, 
archaeologists can breathe a little easier now that the “Jewel of the Desert” is out of the hands of people who would see its 
wonders demolished. 

 

Member Ads: 
Seeking used postal stationery with mythological subjects pictured, especially Hercules or prehistoric man or art.  Fran 
Adams,   P O Box 420308,   San Diego, CA 92142      Fran.adams@gmail.com         He’s working on an exhibit and would 
appreciate any assistance in obtaining these items.  If you know a dealer carrying them let him know.  
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The Grandeur of the Lean 
By Joseph Kolker &  Christopher Kolker 
 
When it comes to consistent beauty in philatelics, the 
United Nations commemorative issues are second to 
none.  While many collectors bemoan that, as a 
relatively young institution, there are no stamps of 
antiquity with the United Nations, and therefore less 
monetary value, their visual appeal cannot be denied. 
One of the most beautiful themes to be produced is the 
stamps of World Heritage Sites. From time to time, the 
United Nations produces stamps from the World 
Heritage Sites list for specific countries, and it does not 
get any more beautiful than when Italy’s World 
Heritage Sites were featured in 2002. 
 

 

 
UN Geneva Scott 400, (UN-NY 834E) August 30, 2002 

 

  
Italy, Scott #2506, issued Aug 30, 2002. 
 

While all of the stamps are stunning (United 
Nations, offices in New York 834A – 834F), the 
most distinctive will always go to the leaning 
Tower of Pisa (United Nations, offices in New 
York, Scott 834e). There is no doubting where it 
is from; simply the picture of the beautiful yet 
odd tower names itself unmistakably. In gazing at 
its bizarre yet familiar tilt I have to ask myself 
how to get like this? 

 

The Leaning Tower of Pisa, a 14,500 ton tower, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site that continually leans on Pisa, Italy, 
the city of marshy lands. Many towers actually lean in Pisa due to  foundation problems, but the Leaning Tower of Pisa 
has a history that makes it standing upright almost supernatural, ever since the beginning of its construction.  
 

 
 

In August 1173 an unknown architect began constructing the tower. Initially, it was 
upright and its purpose was to be a bell tower.  As workers constructed the third 
floor, the tower began sinking and tilting. The cause of the problem was its 
foundation, only 3m deep and implanted in soft soil, as well as the weight bearing 
down on the soft patch of dirt.  
 

Due to this near-catastrophic event, construction completely stopped until 1272. 
Then architect Giovanni di Simon continued the construction of the tower until 
1278 with the War of Genoa (Britannica.com).  These two gaps of construction 
allowed the soil to settle, and if they didn’t allow it to, the tower would have fallen. 
Finally, in 1370, Tammaso Pisano finished the tower with its famous lean 
(www.towerofpisa.org).  After all it has been through, both “lucky” and “chaotic” are 
how the events after construction 
would be known. 

When the second architect, Giovanni di Simon, continued construction on the tower, he had planned to build floors 
unevenly to hide the lean and make the tower look even. Due to the extra weight, the tower leaned even more. So, if you 
look closely, the Leaning Tower of Pisa not only leans, but you may notice a slight curve to it. Unfortunately, this was the 
smallest of the mistakes on the tower. (Leaningtowerofpisa 2016) 
 
In 1838, an architect named Alexandra Della Gherardesha had an idea to show the tilted base of the tower as tours. He 
then dug a pathway around the base of the tower. While digging, they struck water filling what was dug. The water caused  
the soil to lose strength and wash away;  less dirt at the base meant the base was even weaker. Weakening the foundation 
made the lean worse; however, nearly destroying the base wasn’t the worst event in its history.  
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The Grandeur of the Lean 
By Joseph Kolker &  Christopher Kolker 
 
In 1934, Italian dictator Benito Mussolini took a single 
glance at the tower and immediately considered it an 
embarrassment to the Italian pride. He then planned to drill 
361 holes (www.leaningtowerofpisa.net) into the base of the 
tower and distribute them with 90 tons of cement. When all 
361 holes were drilled, disaster was guaranteed to strike. The 
base shattered and the tower leaned dangerously, but 
somehow, it miraculously stood with a frightening lean. 
This, fortunately, would be the end of the line of great 
disasters.  
 
In 1990, the Civil Tower of Pavia fell in Pisa, Italy. This was 
taken as a sign of warning that the towers in Pisa were at 
their breaking point. All the tours in the tower were closed 
and construction began to correct the lean.  Thirty million 
dollars was invested to straighten the tower but the Italian  

 
     The 1990 attempt to stabilize the Leaning Tower of Pisa.   

populace ultimately decided they didn’t want it straight.  They said that they would rather have it fall down than stand 
straight because its fame, name and pride would lose all meaning, so the tower was just stabilized in many different ways. 
In 1990, soil extraction was used to make the lean better, but it failed. After this, steel cables were attached to the ground 
to anchor the tower and slightly straighten the lean, resulting in success in 1995 (Leaningtowerofpisa 2016). Finally, in 2001, 
the tower was reopened to the public.  
 

 

 

<< Another description of the recent engineering attempts in 1990 to 
stabilize the Leaning Tower of Pisa.  Notice the lead weights place to 
further try to seek the foundation into cavity dug by the corkscrew drills.  
The investments and construction on the tower gives it one to two 
centuries until it possibly falls.  The Leaning Tower of Pisa is 
LITERALLY safer than ever and remains a famous tourist attraction due 
to these many mistakes.  
 
The Leaning tower today has been an inspiration for artists for centuries, 
and the world of philatelics has followed suit.  Seen below are some of the 
beautiful stamps produced from around the world honoring the world 
most famous tower.   
 

 

   

 
 
 
 
Italy, Scott 1117, 
issued Oct 8 1973.   
 
Issued for the 8th 
century of 
construction.  
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By Joseph Kolker &  Christopher Kolker 
 
 
 

Architects and the Leaning Tower of Pisa 

Architect/Project Leader Starting Year of 
Work 

Role of Architect 

 

Giovanni di Simon 1278 Continued construction. 

Tammaso Pisano 1370 Completed construction. 

Alexandra Della Gherardesha 1838 Dug tunnels around the base and worsened the lean. 

Benito Mussolini (Dictator) 1934 Drilled holes into base and worsened the lean. 

 
 

Other philatelic tributes to the Leaning Tower of Pisa:  
 

 
Lesotho, Scott 1221, issued Dec 31, 1999 

 
Austria, Anniversary of Mini-
mundus, Eifel Tower, Pisa 
Tower, Hagia Sofia, Ferris Wheel, 
Scott 1282,  issued June 22, 1984. 

 
 

 
Bhutan, part of their Disney’s Wonders of the World series, 
issued Feb 2, 1991 

 
 

 
Equatorial Guinea, Scott 7526, issued Feb 15, 1975 
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New Digs         
 

 
Karabakh,  Sights of Artsakh  
 

Artsakh  was the tenth province of the Kingdom of 
Armenia from 189BC until AD387 and afterwards a 
region of Caucasian Albania from 387 to the 7th century 
under suzerainty of Sassanid Persia. From the 7th to 9th 
centuries, it fell under Arab control.  In 821, it formed the 
Armenian principality of Khachen and around the year 
1000 was proclaimed the Kingdom of Artsakh, one of the 
last medieval eastern Armenian kingdoms and 
principalities to maintain its autonomy following the 
Turkic invasions of the 11th to 14th centuries.  

Much of historical Artsakh presently overlaps with the region of Nagorno-Karabakh, and is controlled by the Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic, also known as Artsakh Republic. 
   In 1965, Soviet archaeologists discovered the bones of a pre-Homo sapiens human dating back possibly to the Middle 
Acheulean culture in a cave near the village of Azokh in the province of Hadrut.  In general, archaeological remains in 
Artsakh reflect the competing influences from around 800 BC of the neighboring rival states of Urartu, Assyria, and 
Mannai. After the fall of Urartu (6th century BC), most of the region south of the Kura river came under the domination 
of the Medes followed by the Achaemenian Persians until 331 BC when Alexander the Great invaded the region during 
his wars with the Achaemenids, upsetting its balance of power. In 189BC, when the Kingdom of Armenia was re-
established by the Artaxiad dynasty, Artsakh became part of the new Armenian state. Strabo reports that King Artaxias I 
of Armenia (189 BC – 159 BC) expanded his state in all directions at the expense of his neighbors. At this time, he 
conquered from the lands of Caspiane, before that ruled by the Medes, and "Phaunitis" (supposedly a copyist error for 
Saunities, i.e. Siwnik), Utik and possibly the unnamed land of Artsakh, lying between Syunik and the Caspian Sea.  
However it is possible that Artsakh had earlier been part of Orontid Armenia in the 4th–2nd centuries BC rather than 
under Median rule.  
 

 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatian 
Post Ltd, Archeological Treasure 2015  
Ancient Complex in Rivine (Stolac) 
issued May 12,  2015 

Daorson was the capital of a Hellenised Illyrian tribe called the Daorsi.  The 
Daorsi lived in the valley of the Neretva River between 300 BC and 50 BC. The 
remnants of Daorson can be found at Ošanići, near Stolac, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.   Daorson was built around a central fort or acropolis, surrounded 
by cyclopean walls made of huge stone blocks (similar to those in Mycenae, in 
Greece).  The acropolis would have housed all of the important administrative, 
public and religious buildings. The defensive wall extending from southwest to 
northeast was 65 metres long, 4.2 metres wide, and from 4.5 to 7.5 metres high 
with doors and towers on both sides.  The Daorsi used the Greek language and 
alphabet and kept trading relations with the Greeks.  

 

. 
Brazil, joint issue with Peru, UNESCO world heritage sites.  Left Machu 
Picchu, Peru and right statue of Christ the Redeemer in Brazil, both sites 
are on the list of 7-New Wonders.  Issue date on stamp 2014, but I have 
not been able to find a Scott number nor issue date. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
<<  France, UNESCO Sardrada Familia issued 2015. 

The Basílica i Temple Expiatori de la Sagrada Família (English: Basilica and Expiatory Church of 
the Holy Family) is a large Roman Catholic church in Barcelona, designed by Spanish architect 
Antoni Gaudí (1852–1926). Although incomplete, the church is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, and in November 2010 Pope Benedict XVI consecrated and proclaimed it a minor basilica, as 
distinct from a cathedral, which must be the seat of a bishop.  Construction of Sagrada Família 
had commenced in 1882 and Gaudí became involved in 1883, taking over the project and 
transforming it with his architectural and engineering style, combining Gothic and curvilinear 
Art Nouveau forms. Gaudí devoted his last years to the project, and at the time of his death at 
age 73 in 1926, less than a quarter of the project was complete.  

 

Page  # 8                                                                                    The Old World Archaeologist  / April  2016 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Armenia_(antiquity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Armenia_(antiquity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caucasian_Albania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suzerainty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sassanid_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Principality_of_Khachen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Artsakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homo_sapiens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acheulean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrut_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urartu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assyria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mannai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kura_river
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Armenia_(antiquity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artaxiad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artaxias_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caspiane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siwnik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caspian_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orontid_Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenised
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illyrian_tribe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neretva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stolac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acropolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclopean_masonry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mycenae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expiation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barcelona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoni_Gaud%C3%AD
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Benedict_XVI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minor_basilica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1882_in_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Nouveau


New Digs         
 

 
Germany, 1250 Years City of Schwetzingen  

Issued Jan 2, 2016, No Scott # yet. 

Schwetzingen is a German town situated in the northwest of Baden-
Württemberg, around 10 km (6.2 mi) southwest of Heidelberg and 15 km 
(9.3 mi) southeast of Mannheim. Schwetzingen is one of the 5 biggest 
cities of the Rhein-Neckar-Kreis district and a medium-sized centre near 
the higher ranked city of Mannheim.  Schwetzingen was mentioned as 
"Suezzingen" for the first time in 766, recorded in the late twelfth-century 
Codex Aureus of Lorsch, but there are already traces of settlement from 
the Stone Age. Originally it consisted of two settlements, Ober- and 
Unterschwetzingen, that grew together in the course of the 17th and 18th 
century. Originally the town belonged to the diocese of Worms, but later 
passed to the Counts of the Palatinate in the 12th century. 

 
 

Haifa is the third largest city in the State of Israel,  is also home to the Bahá'í 
World Centre, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and destination for Baha'i 
pilgrims. Built on the slopes of Mount Carmel, the history of settlement at the 
site spans more than 3,000 years. The earliest known settlement in the vicinity 
was Tell Abu Hawam, a small port city established in the Late Bronze Age 
(14th century BCE).  In the 3rd century CE, Haifa was known as a dye-making 
center. Over the centuries, the city has changed hands: It has been conquered 
and ruled by the Phoenicians, Persians, Hasmoneans, Romans, Byzantines, 
Arabs, Crusaders, Ottomans, British, and the Israelis.  
 

Thessaloniki is the second-largest city in Greece and the capital of Greek 
Macedonia, the administrative region of Central Macedonia and the 
Decentralized Administration of Macedonia and Thrace. Thessaloniki is 
Greece's second major economic, industrial, commercial and political center, 
and a major transportation hub for the rest of southeastern Europe; its 
commercial port is also of great importance for Greece and the southeastern 
European hinterland. The city is renowned for its festivals, events and vibrant 
cultural life in general, and is considered to be Greece's cultural capital. 
Thessaloniki is the 2014 European Youth Capital.  The city of Thessaloniki 
was founded in 315 BC by Cassander of Macedon. An important metropolis 
by the Roman period, Thessaloniki was the second largest and wealthiest city 
of the Byzantine Empire. It was conquered by the Ottomans in 1430, and 
passed from the Ottoman Empire to modern Greece on 8 November 1912. 
 

Israel 25 Years Diplomatic Relations 
with Greece, depicting Haifa and 
Thessaloniki ports.  Issued 2016. 
 

NOTE:  Israeli stamps are always 
collected with the tabs. 

    

   
 

   
Jordan,  Mosaics, issued 2015 Moasics dating to Roman era. Found in Madaba City  (full description on next page).  Map of 
Madaba mosaic is lower left of block of four. 
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New Digs 

Jordan,  Mosaics, issued 2015:  Archaeological finds in Madaba city; The first mosaics were discovered during the building 
of new houses using bricks from older buildings. The new inhabitants of Madaba, made conscious of the importance of 
the mosaics by their priests, made sure that they took care of and preserved all the mosaics that came to light. The 
northern part of the city turned out to be the area containing the greatest concentration of mosaics. During the Byzantine-
Umayyad period, this northern area, crossed by a colonnaded Roman road, saw the building of the Church of the Map, 
the Hippolytus Mansion, the Church of the Virgin Mary, the Church of Prophet Elijah with its crypt, the Church of the 
Holy Martyrs (Al-Khadir), the Burnt Palace, the Church of the Sunna' family, and the church of the salaita family. 
    The Map of Madaba mosaic was discovered in 1896 and the findings were published a year later. This discovery drew the attention 
of scholars worldwide. It also positively influenced the inhabitants, who shared the contagious passion of F. Giuseppe Manfredi, to 
whom the rediscovery of most of the city's mosaics are owed. Madaba became known as the "City of Mosaics" in Jordan.  The 
Madaba Mosaic Map is a map of the region dating from the 6th century and preserved in the floor of the Greek 
Orthodox Basilica ofSaint George, sometimes called the "Church of the Map". With two million pieces of colored stone, the map 
depicts hills and valleys, villages and towns in Palestine and the Nile Delta. The mosaic contains the earliest extant representation of 
Byzantine Jerusalem, labeled the "Holy City." The map provides important details about its 6th-century landmarks, with the cardo, or 
central colonnaded street, and the church of the Holy Sepulchre clearly visible. This map is one key in developing scholarly knowledge 
about the physical layout of Jerusalem after its destruction and rebuilding in 70 AD. 
Other mosaic masterpieces found in the Church of the Virgin and the Apostles and the Archaeological Museum, depict a profusion of 
flowers and plants, birds and fish, animals and exotic beasts, as well as scenes from mythology and everyday pursuits of hunting, 
fishing and farming. Hundreds of other mosaics from the 5th through the 7th centuries are scattered throughout Madaba. 
     Madaba dates from the Middle Bronze Age.  The town of Madaba was once a Moabite border city, mentioned in the Bible. During 
its rule by the Roman and Byzantine empires from the 2nd to the 7th centuries, the city formed part of the Provincia Arabia set up by 
the Roman Emperor Trajan to replace the Nabataean kingdom of Petra. The first evidence for a Christian community in the city, with 
its own bishop, is found in the Acts of the Council of Chalcedon in 451, where Constantine, Metropolitan Archbishop of Bostra (the 
provincial capital) signed on behalf of Gaiano, "Bishop of the Medabeni." During the rule of the Islamic Umayyad Caliphate, it was 
part of the southern district of Jund Filastin within the Bilad al-Sham province. 

 

 
Kosovo, Archaeology Souvenir Sheet, no information 
known at this time. 

 

 
Kosovo, Vushtrria City, issue date unknown, 2016 

Vučitrn  or Vushtrri (In Albanian) is a city located in the northern 
part of Kosovo.  The municipality, of Vučitrn is the ninth largest 
in Kosovo by population, with a total of 69,870. Vučitrn is 
surrounded with the city of Mitrovica in the north, Podujeva 
(Besiana) in the east, Obilić (Kastriot) in the south, Glogovac 
(Drenas or Gllogovc) in the south-west, and Skenderaj in the 
west. The municipality of Vučitrn has 67 villages.  Vučitrn has 
been inhabited since the time of Illyrian Empire, when the people 
of the Kingdom of Dardania lived in the territory of Kosovo in 
the 4th century BC. The Illyrian name of Vučitrn was Viciana,

which means "The side of calves" (Ana e Viqave). When the Roman Empire invaded the Kingdom of Dardania in the 1st 
century BC, the Romans added the Latin suffix 'um' to the name of Viciana, and therefore it became Vicianum. In Serbian 
language, Vučitrn is the name of the plant Ononis spinosa, which is abundant in the region.  The main characteristic of the 
city is its cultural and historic monuments. The city's castle, stone bridge, public bath and Cesme were built centuries ago 
and are the biggest attractions of the city.  The Dardani tribe ruled the region in the Iron Age, until the Roman conquest 
in the 1st century AD. The Roman town of Viciana lay in a wider area than Vučitrn today. The religion was polytheist and 
the main enterprises were farming and agriculture. The Romans developed road networks, two of whom crossed Viciana; 
these were the Naissus–Lissus (northeast–southwest) and a road that connected Bosnia with Skopje (northwest–
southeast). Archaeological sites exist at various places, including Samadrexha, Gjyteza, Gjyteti, Pestova, and Breglumi. 
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New Digs 

      
Korea, East Gate of Namhan UNESCO World Heritage Site, inscribed 2014, issue date is unclear, during 2015. 

Namhansanseong Fortress, located on Namhansan Mountain, was originally built as an earthen fortress during the 
Gogureyo period, about 2,000 years ago, but after many renovations, Gwanghaegun of the Joseon Period built the fortress 
properly in 1621. If you climb to the highest peak, Iljangsan, you can see not only Seoul and the surrounding Gyeonggi-
do, but also Incheon’s Nakjo area. In terms of fortress structure, because the surrounding mountain area is high and 
rough, and the fortress center level and low, it is an easy place to defend, and to reside comfortably, two prime conditions 
for a mountain fortress. 
 

 

Liechtenstein, Archaeology tools, Each 
stamp has a map of Liechtenstein and;  
(r to l) Flint Dagger 4th C BC, Razor 12th 
C BC, Winged Axe 5th C BC. Scott 
#1676-8, issued Mar 7, 2016 

The dagger was made of flint, prehistoric man’s steel, in the Neolithic period (4th century BC). The lancet shaped blade 
which has a broken off tip is 11cms long and the organic handle is missing.  The razor dates back to the late Bronze Age 
(12th century BC).  It’s large blade and oval, frame handle with an end ring are characteristic features of such utensils.  The 
winged axe from the Hallstatt period (5th century BC) is made of bronze.  The two wings and the eyelet serve to fix the 
blade to the wooden handle that no longer exists. 
 

    
Monaco, Belfort Palace, Ancient Grimaldi Fief, issued April 1, 2016  

 
 
The modest size palace was originally 
edified as a Genoese fortress in 1191. In 
1215 the defensive system of the castle 
was upgraded with the construction of a 
rampart with four towers and a curtain 
wall. 

 

 
Montenegro, Heritage, Ancient Architecture issued 2015 

 

Soko Grad also known as Sokolac, is a medieval city and 
fortress 2 km east of the spa town of Sokobanja, Serbia. The 
fortress was declared a Monument of Culture of Great 
Importance in 1982, and it is protected by Republic of 
Serbia. The fortress was founded in the 6th century during 
the reign of Eastern Roman Emperor Justinian I, to prevent 
incursions of Pannonian Avars and Slavs into Balkan 
peninsula. In 1172, it was occupied by Stefan Nemanja and 
became part of the medieval Serbian state. Turks from the 
Ottoman Empire occupied it in the year 1398. The town

was destroyed in a violent Turk attack, and today the only thing visible is the remains of the upper town with a gate, walls, 
and three towers. 
 

Durdev Stupovi  Đurđevdan "George's day" in Serbian, is a South-Slavic religious holiday, celebrated on April 23 by the 
Julian calendar (May 6 by Gregorian calendar), which is the feast of Saint George and a very important Slava. Đurđevi 
stupovi, Orthodox Church dedicated to Saint George, in the ancient city of Ras in Serbia. Built during the 12th-century by 
the Serbian King Stefan Nemanja. 
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New Digs 

 
Mexico, Xochicalco Archaeologincal Site Sheetlet of 5 Diff. w/Label  

 

Xochicalco is an exceptionally well-
preserved example of a fortified political, 
religious and commercial centre from the 
troubled period of 650–900 that followed 
the break-up of the great Mesoamerican 
states such as Teotihuacan, Monte Albán, 
Palenque and Tikal.  Xochicalco is a pre-
Columbian archaeological site in Miacatlán 
Municipality in the western part of the 
Mexican state of Morelos. The name 
Xochicalco may be translated from Nahuatl 
as "in the house of Flowers". The site is 
located 38 km southwest of Cuernavaca, 
about 76 miles by road from Mexico City. 
The site is open to visitors all week, from 
10 am to 5 pm, although access to the 
observatory is only allowed after noon. 

The apogee of Xochicalco came after the fall of Teotihuacan and it has been speculated that Xochicalco may have played 
a part in the fall of the Teotihuacan empire.  The architecture and iconography of Xochicalco show affinities with 
Teotihuacan, the Maya area, and the Matlatzinca culture of the Toluca Valley. Today the residents of the nearby village of 
Cuentepec speak Nahuatl.  The main ceremonial center is atop an artificially leveled hill, with remains of residential 
structures, mostly unexcavated, on long terraces covering the slopes. The site was first occupied by 200 BC, but did not 
develop into an urban center until the Epiclassic period (AD 700 – 900). Nearly all the standing architecture at the site was 
built at this time. At its peak, the city may have had a population of up to 20,000 people. 
 

 

 
Romania, Ancient Coins, issued Dec 4, 2015, no further 
information at this time.  Might be Roman coins or earlier. 

 

 
                  Romania, Ancient Cities, Alba Julia issued 
                  Nov 27, 2015. 

Alba Iulia is a city located on the Mureş River in Alba County, Transylvania, Romania, with a population of 63,536 as of 2011.  
Since the High Middle Ages, the city has been the seat of Transylvania's Roman Catholic diocese. Between 1541 and 1690 it 
was the capital of the Eastern Hungarian Kingdom and the latter Principality of Transylvania. Alba Iulia is historically 
important for Hungarians, Romanians and Transylvanian Saxons. During the Roman period the settlement was called Apulum 
(from the Dacian Apoulon, mentioned by Ptolemy). The early Slavic name of the settlement was Bălgrad (meaning "white castle" 
or "white town"). The old Romanian name of the town was Bălgrad, originated from Slavic. The "white city" was Latinized into 
Alba Julia or Alba Yulia. Its modern name Alba Iulia is an adoption of the town's medieval Latin name.  It started to spread in 
Romanian common speech in the 18th century.  The modern name has been officially used since the town became part of 
Romania. The first part of the name "Alba" denotes the ruins of the Roman fort Apulum (the pre-feudal white citadel), and its 
suffix "Iulia" ("Julius") refers to Gyula, a mid-tenth-century Hungarian warlord who baptized in Constantinople. 
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New Digs 

 
Spain, 100 Years Kingdom of  
Almeria, issued 2014 

 

The Taifa of Almería was a Muslim medieval kingdom in what is now the province 
of Almería in Spain. The kingdom originated in 1012 and lasted until 1091.  In this 
period the city of Almería reached its historical splendour under powerful local 
emirs like Jayran or Jairan, the first fully independent Emir of Almería and 
Cartagena, and Abu Yahyà Muhammad ben Ma'n.  Almería declared independence 
of its province from Caliphate of Cordoba around 1012. It remained as an 
independent kingdom, although several campaigns of the Taifa of Seville diminished 
its territory in the North.  The kingdom was important due to its strategic location, 
its harbour, and a developed a very important textile industry, with around five 
thousand looms, being also a center of silk industry, which originated a very strong 
commerce with other parts of Europe and which remained

until the Muslims and Jews were expelled in the 17th century. As the emirs of Granada, Seville and Valencia tried to conquer 
the little kingdom, Almería suffered many sieges, but remained independent until the arrival of the Almoravids, except for a 
short period of Valencian occupation, after which the governor sent by the Valencian King Ma'n declared again the 
independence of Almería.  The kingdom finally was annexed to the Almoravid empire as all the other Taifas. 
 

 

. 
 
Syria, Archaeology Setenant Pair.  According to the stamps they were issued 
in 2015, however, Scott nor UPU has any information on this set.  The 
UPU site has no information about Syrian stamps since 2012 and I have 
been unable to find a website for the Syrian Post Office.   
 
Statues are from Ugarit (l) and Palmyra (r). 

 

Archaeology Today 
Researchers Crack Open the Mysterious Plain of Jars 
After 80 years, archeologists get the chance to explore the Laotian plateau dotted with giant stone jars.  Giant stone vessels dot 
the landscape at the Plain of Jars in Laos. They're clustered in 90 groups composed of as few as one to more than 400 jars. It’s 
the type of area that archeologists dream of excavating. But there have been few digs in the Plain of Jars since the 1930s. A 
new five-year project between the government of Laos and Australian researchers, however, kicked off last month, and it is 
already producing new clues to the origin and purpose of the giant urns.  The Plain was off limits during the last half of the 
20th century because the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the main supply route for North Vietnam during the Vietnam War, ran through 
Xiangkhouang Province in north central Laos where the Plain of Jars sits. The US dumped tens of millions of cluster bombs 
in the area, creating craters, destroying some jars, and leaving lots of unexploded ordnance, which made any archeological dig 
in the area extremely dangerous.  But over the last decade, international projects have cleared the bombs from several sections 
of the Plain. 
   Even in the short time researchers have resumed excavations they have made important discoveries, including sets of human 
remains estimated to be 2,500 years old. It adds credence to the hypothesis put forth by researchers in the 1930s that the jars 
were a type of crematory where bodies were left to decompose before the bones were removed and buried in surrounding 
ground.  The new discoveries seem to back up most of that idea.  “The skeletons uncovered in this new work attest to the 
cemetery function, but the mystery still remains as to the function of the stone jars, the heaviest of which is carved from one 
single piece of sandstone which the British geologist Jeremy Baldock has estimated at around 32 tonnes,” Lia Genovese, a 
Plain of Jars researcher at Thammasat University in Thailand not involved in the study tell the Christian Science Monitor.  She 
points out that before the new excavations researchers had recovered two skulls, four long bones, and 10 bone fragments. 
“The importance of this new work cannot be underestimated. It is the beginning of a new era that will shed light on the Plain 
of Jars.”  Team leader Dougald O'Reilly of the Australian National University School of Archae-ology and Anthropology says 
that the team is finding various types of burials. "There are pits full of bones with a large limestone block placed over them 
and other burials where bones have been placed in ceramic vessels,” he says in a press release. “Our excavations have also 
revealed, for the first time at one of these sites, a primary burial, where a body was placed in a grave.  I don't think there is any 
doubt now that these jars were related to mortuary ritual,” he says “There is no evidence for habitation around the jars.”  The 
bodies weren’t buried with sacred objects or artifacts, so it’s difficult to figure out the status of the individuals buried near the 
jars or where they came from, but further excavations and genetic analysis of the remains over the next several years will finally 
help shed light on the Plain of Jars culture.                                            By Jason Daley smithsonian.com April 6, 2016 
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Archaeology Today 
CT Scan Shows Pharoah Ramesses III Was Murdered by Multiple Assassins 
The reign of Ramesses III, the second pharaoh in Egypt’s 20th dynasty, was not the most stable chapter in the empire's 
history. Endless wars with the “Sea Peoples” (naval raiders in the Mediterranean region), drained the treasury, bad weather 
interrupted food supplies, along with political unrest. All this led to a successful murder plot against Ramesses III in 1155 B.C. 
Now, new CT scans of Ramesses III’s mummy are shedding more light on how this god-king met his end. 
   In 2012, eminent Egyptologist Zahi Hawass and Cairo University radiologist Sahar Saleem scanned Ramesses III 
mummy and revealed that an assassin cut through his esophagus and trachea, killing him almost instantly. But a new book by 
the pair, Scanning the Pharaohs: CT Imaging of the New Kingdom Royal Mummies makes the story a little more complicated, suggesting 
that the pharaoh was likely murdered by multiple assailants.  The mummy scans show that Ramesses III had one of his big 
toes hacked off, as Stephanie Pappas at  LiveScience reports, and that the wound never had time to heal, meaning it likely 
happened at the same time his throat was slit.  “The site of [the] foot injury is anatomically far from the neck-cut wound; also 
the shape of the fractured toe bones indicate that it was induced by a different weapon than that used to induce the neck cut,” 
Saleem tells Pappas. “So there must have been an assailant with an ax/sword attacking the pharaoh from the front, and 
another one with a knife or a dagger attacking the pharaoh from his back, both attacking at the same time.” 
   While the assassins who wielded the weapons will probably never be identified, an ancient document titled the Judicial 
Papyrus of Turin details the plot to assassinate Ramesses III. It reveals that his secondary wife Tiye and her son Pentawere 
conspired with others to kill the pharaoh, who had selected a heir from a more senior wife. While the so-called "harem 
conspiracy" successfully killed Ramesses III, his heir, Ramesses IV survived any attempts on his life. When he took the throne, 
he put Tiye and Pentawere, along with many other members of the royal household on trial. But it seems Ramesses III's 
embalmers didn’t want the royal squabble to follow the pharaoh into the afterlife. According to Discovery News they attempted 
to hide Ramesses wounds, performing a little post-mortem cosmetic surgery. They fashioned a fake toe out of linen and 
covered it in heavy layers of resin. When researchers in the 19th century tried unwrapping the mummy, they couldn’t get the 
linen off his feet. It wasn’t until the CT scan that researchers found out why. “This hid the big secret beneath the wrappings,” 
Saleem tells Pappas. “It seems to me that this was the intention of the ancient Egyptian embalmers, to deliberately pour large 
amounts of resin to glue the layers of linen wrappings to the body and feet.”  The scans also reveal materials were stuffed 
under the deceased pharaoh's skin to make him more plump and attractive for when he met Osiris, a little nip and tuck trick 
that's found on several other mummies, including King Tut. 
By Jason Daley  smithsonian.com March 25, 2016 

 
Hiker Finds Rare Gold Coin in Israel 
The shiny object was just sitting there in the grass, waiting to be found. It was a 2,000-year-old gold coin with the face of a 
Roman emperor, so rare that only one other such coin is known to exist.  Laurie Rimon discovered the gold coin while hiking 
in eastern Galilee recently, not far from the biblical site where it's written that Jesus walked on water and performed the 
miracle of the multiplication of the fish and bread. Rimon, from a kibbutz in northern Israel, turned it over to the Israel 
Antiquities Authority. It was her own little miracle. "It was not easy parting with the coin," she said. "After all, it is not every 
day one discovers such an amazing object, but I hope I will see it displayed in a museum in the near future." 
   "This coin is rare on a global level," said Dr. Danny Syon, a coin expert with the Israel Antiquities Authority.  The coin 
shows the face of Emperor Augustus, Caesar's heir and the founder of the Roman Empire. Augustus ruled from 27 BC to AD 
14, during the time of Jesus. In AD 107, Emperor Trajan minted a series of coins to honor the Roman emperors who came 
before him, according to Donald Ariel, head curator of the coin department at the Israel Antiquities Authority. This gold coin 
was created as a tribute to the reign of Augustus. It refers to him as "Divus Augustus," or Augustus the Divine, who Ariel says 
was considered a deity after his death.   The hiker's discovery has created a mystery: What was such a valuable coin doing 
around the Sea of Galilee? "It's the only coin we know for the site in which it was found in Eastern Galilee. Eastern Galilee is 
a place where we don't know very much about this time period," Ariel said.  The coin would have been too valuable for 
everyday use, like using a $100 bill to buy a pack of chewing gum. Common merchants in the Roman province probably would 
not have had change for such a high-value coin, Ariel said. It may have been part of a payment to a Roman soldier, Ariel 
hypothesized, perhaps stationed in the area to suppress the Bar Kochva revolt, a Jewish action against the Romans. The revolt 
had sympathizers near Galilee, said Ariel, and the soldiers may have been there to maintain order.  "You find one coin, you 
cannot very easily reconstruct what was going on. You don't find gold coins on the ground, so you start fantasizing and 
thinking what could it be," Ariel said. Trajan's bronze and silver coins are common in the region, but his gold coins are 
extremely rare.  Only one such other gold coin has ever been found, according to the Israel Antiquities Authority. That coin, 
with an image of Emperor Augustus minted by Emperor Trajan, sits at the British Museum.  Now it has a twin. 
By Oren Liebermann, CNN,  March 15, 2016 
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Archaeology Today 
2,500-year-old Seal Belonging to a Woman Unearthed in Jerusalem 
An ancient seal from Israel's "First Temple era" was recently uncovered, according to the Israel Antiquities Authority. 
The Israel Antiquities Authority says finding ancient seals belonging to women is very rare.  Ancient seal found in Jerusalem, 
and it goes back at least 2,500 years.  The "First Temple," also known as Solomon's Temple, goes back to Biblical times.  It's 
believed this seal is more than 2,500 years old and belonged to a woman described as "exceptional" or quite well-off in society 
at the time. "Finding seals that bear names from the time of the First Temple is hardly a commonplace occurrence, and finding 
a seal that belonged to a woman is an even rarer phenomenon," the Antiquities Authority said in a news release. "She had legal 
status which allowed her to conduct business and possess property," it went on.  It was one of a pair of seals that were located 
bearing the Hebrew names Elihana bat Gael and Sa'aryahu ben Shabenyahu. "Personal seals, such as those of Elihana and 
Sa'aryahu, were used for signing documents, and were frequently inlaid as part of a ring that was worn by the owner," said 
archaeologist and excavation directors Dr. Doron Ben-Ami, Yana Tchekhanovets and Salome Cohen. "In antiquity, they 
designated the identity, genealogy and status of the owner of the seal." Dr. Hagai Misgav of Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
added, "Seals that belonged to women represent just a very small proportion of all the seals that have been discovered to date. 
This is because of the generally inferior economic status of women, apart from extraordinary instances such as this. "Indeed, 
the name Elihana does not appear in the Bible, and there is no other information regarding the identity of the woman, but the 
fact that she possessed a seal demonstrates her high social status." 
By Henry Hanks, CNN, Mon March 7, 2016 
 

New Evidence Finds That Easter Island Wasn’t Destroyed by War After All 
Did islanders really experience a catastrophic “collapse” of their own making?  Famous for its enigmatic statues and far-flung 
location, Easter Island, and the mystery around its population "collapse," has confounded researchers since Captain Cook and 
his crew visited it in 1774.  It might be possible to cross one theory, that infighting destroyed the island’s Rapa Nui population, 
off the list.  In a new paper published in the journal Antiquity, lead researcher Carl Lipo and colleagues suggest that artifacts 
originally thought to be spear points were more likely intended to be used as general purpose tools for ritual and domestic 
tasks.  The paper, "Weapons of war? Rapa Nui mata'a 1 morphometric analyses," casts doubt on one of the dominant theories 
about Easter Island. Scholars had assumed that a collapse had occurred on the island, but the anthropologists state that the 
theory is likely a construct of European explorers and not one that really reflects the island’s reality. Speculation about collapse 
“is really a late European interpretation of the record, not an actual archaeological event,” the team writes in a press release. 
Many scholars believe a collapse had occurred, but warfare was just one of many theories. Everything from rats to deforest- 
ation has been blamed for the supposed decline of Easter Island’s population. Others claim that far from self-destructing, the 
Rapa Nui people were victims of a genocide.  Lipo’s paper isn’t the only recent insight into life on Easter Island. Another 
paper published in the journal PNAS posits that the prehistoric population of the island didn’t abandon the entire island 
before making contact with Europeans. Rather, say researchers, the islanders abandoned only very dry and very wet areas. 
“This analysis demonstrates that the concept of ‘collapse’ is a misleading characterization of prehistoric human population 
dynamics,” they conclude. Both discoveries point to the need for new ways to understand the disappearance of prehistoric 
populations—and suggest that the mysteries of Easter Island will fascinate researchers for years to come. 
By Erin Blakemore,  smithsonian.com,  February 19, 2016 
 

How a German Archaeologist Rediscovered in Iran the Tomb of Cyrus 
Lost for centuries, the royal capital of the Achaemenid Empire was finally confirmed by Ernst Herzfeld.  Alexander the Great 
rode into the city of Pasargadae with his most elite cavalry in their bronze, muscle-sculpted body armor, carrying long spears. 
Some of his infantry and archers followed. The small city, in todays Iran, was lush and green. Alexander had recently conquer-
ed India. Greece, Macedonia, Asia Minor and parts of Egypt were all part of his new empire. The people of Pasargadae likely 
expected the worst, when the world's most dangerous cavalry shows up on your street, you are probably going to have a bad 
day. But he hadn't come to fight (the city was already his). The world's most powerful ruler had come to pay tribute to 
someone else.  The young conqueror was looking for a tomb containing the remains of Cyrus the Great. But it had recently 
been ransacked (probably for political reasons). An investigation was launched, trials were held.  Alexander ordered the tomb's 
contents replaced and restored. According to one Greek historian, this included “a great divan with feet of hammered gold, 
spread with covers of some thick, brightly colored material, with a Babylonian rug on top. Tunics and a Median jacket of 
Babylonian workmanship were laid out on the divan, and Median trousers, various robes dyed in amethyst, purple, and many 
other colors, necklaces, scimitars, and inlaid earrings of gold and precious stones. A table stood by it, and in the middle of it 
lay the coffin which held Cyrus' body.”  Cyrus had been dead for about two hundred years. Alexander idolized him. In the year 
559BCE, Cyrus ordered the construction of Pasargadae.  This city became the first capital of the Achaemenid Empire that 
Cyrus built. “It was the super power of its day,” says Massumeh Farhad, chief curator of the Smithsonian's Freer and Sackler 
Galleries of Art. “This is the first super power ever. It was Cyrus who captured Babylon, his empire reached from what is now 
Afghanistan, included much of Egypt and went as far as the Mediterranean.” 
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Archaeology Today 
How a German Archaeologist Rediscovered in Iran the Tomb of Cyrus    (cont’d) 
Cyrus' Persian-dominated empire would come to serve as both inspiration and eventual rival to Alexander. Cyrus created a 
template for not only military conquest but also the political infrastructure to manage and maintain an empire. A postal system, 
roads, taxation and irrigation systems; all begun years before the Roman Republic even existed.  Pasargadae was the capital of 
an empire known as well for its mercy and relatively liberal government as for its ability to invade and dominate. Cyrus made a 
point of allowing freedom of religion, language and culture within his empire. 
   Both the Christian and Jewish bibles laud him for issuing the Edict of Restoration. After years during which many Jews were 
kept as captives in Babylon, Cyrus captured Babylon, gave them their freedom and allowed them to return home. For this act, 
he is the only non-Jew in Jewish scripture who is referred to as 'messiah' or 'His anointed one' (Cyrus is presumed by many 
scholars to have been a Zoroastrian but it isn't clear that he followed any particular religion).  Yet somehow, both the city and 
the tomb were essentially misplaced. The buildings and gardens fell into disrepair and crumbled. The mausoleum remained 
standing but locals eventually became confused about who was buried in it. “The tomb was known as that of the mother of 
Solomon,” says Farhad.  “It's one of the most iconic buildings of the ancient world. But its function was forgotten.” 
   By the early 20th century, nobody was sure exactly where Cyrus had been buried and it wasn't clear where the former capital 
of his empire was.  Thousands of years after Alexander paid his respects, Pasargadae was visited by another foreign adventurer 
looking for the same tomb as Alexander.  This time it was a German rather than a Macedonian. Ernst Herzfeld arrived in 1928 
to begin mapping and photographing the city. He was the world's first professor of middle east archeaology. Herzfeld deter-
mined that the tomb was that of Cyrus, who had become a historical icon and a part of Iran's national identity. 
   Modern archeology was still a new replacement for the haphazard looting that had passed for exploration before. Herzfeld 
was meticulous, scientific and careful. He soon produced maps of the site that showed how Pasargadae had been more than 
just an administrative capital. It was a miracle of design. Herzfeld's journals, photographs and other materials are now found in 
the collections of Smithsonian's Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, where an exhibition of his drawings, notes and photographs is now 
on view.  “It was an effort to create a palace city with gardens,” says Farhad. “The gardens play a critical role. The buildings 
were built around these gardens. There were pavilions... But they had integrated the landscape into the architecture, which was 
a novel and new idea. That's why the plans for Pasargadae are so important. It was a type of palace that didn't exist before.”  
“He was right in the middle of empire building,” says David Hogge, head of the Freer and Sackler Archives. “But the 
architecture that is there very much indicates the international character of the empire; Persian, Greek and even Egyptian 
elements in the architecture.” 
   After Cyrus' death in 530 BCE, the empire's capital was moved to the nearby city of Persepolis (which was also probably 
founded by Cyrus). Some of the buildings that were still under construction at the time of his passing were never completed. 
The region gradually became less politically important. “What happened, clearly it was no longer the center of the empire,” 
says Farhad, “and then with the coming of Islam, the center of importance sort of shifted. . .  Persepolis and Pasargadae 
represented the pre-Islamic period.” 
    In spite of his pre-war international archeological expeditions, Herzfeld was no Indiana Jones. He was known for being dry, 
down-to-Earth and serious (although he did travel to Iran with a pet boar named Bulbul). He was also Jewish. In 1935 he lost 
his support from the German government. The rise of the Nazi party forced him to seek employment and backing elsewhere. 
Ironically, the Jewish man who discovered the tomb of the emperor responsible for the Edict of Restoration was himself 
forced away from his home because of his religion.  Herzfeld ended up in the United States teaching at Princeton at the same 
time as Albert Einstein. He died in Switzerland in 1948 at the age of 68. Cyrus may have lived to be as old as 70 (his exact 
birth date is unclear) and is thought to have died in battle.  By the time Herzfeld found his tomb, it had been looted again and 
Cyrus' bones were gone. Alexander's empire exceeded that of his hero but he died of a sudden illness believed by some to be 
the result of poisoning. He was only 32. Modern archaeologists are still searching for his tomb.  “Heart of an Empire: Herzfeld’s 
Discovery of Pasargadae” is on view at the Smithsonian’s Arthur M. Sackler Gallery in Washington, D.C. through July 31, 2016. 
By Jackson Landers,  smithsonian.com ,   February 16, 2016 
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