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Early Man by Caroline Scannell 

 

At the beginning of the Paleolithic, hominids were found primarily in eastern 
Africa, east of the Great Rift Valley. Most known hominid fossils dating earlier 
than one million years BC are found in this area, especially in Kenya, Tanzania, 
and Ethiopia, and are illustrated on stamps of those countries. 
 
Two forms of Paleolithic art are known; small sculptures; and paintings, incised 
designs, and reliefs on the walls of caves.  Such as those produced throughout 
the Mediterranean and other scattered parts of Eurasia and Africa and survived 
in Eastern Europe and parts of Spain and France. 

 
Moldova Archaeologists at Dig 
Issued June 25, 2004, #467 

 

   
France,  Rouggignac Cave,       Malta, Neolithis Terra 
Issued May 27, 2006, #3197.      Cotta Figure, #1233 
                                                   Issued Feb 25, 2006 

 
Small sculptured pieces from the Upper Paleolithic that have 
been found typically were small, portable clay figurines and 
bone and ivory carvings. They include simple but realistic stone 
and clay animal figurines as well as carved stone statuettes of 
women, referred to as Venus figures. These small, stylized 
figures are characteristically rotund, emphasizing parts of the 
female body associated with sexuality and fertility; many are 
simply large breasts and exaggerated hips with small heads and 
no facial features. 

 
In western Europe, in the area of Spain and France limestone caves provided a sheltered 
surface for paintings, incised designs, and relief carvings.  These caves Altimira, Lascaux, 
Niaux, and Chauvet among the best known, have preserved much small carving of fine 
quality and an abundant and varied sample of prehistoric graphic art, from simple finger 
tracings in clay to sophisticated polychrome paintings, depicting animals of great 
naturalism and design. 

         
Spain, Altamira Caves #3053b,      Spain, Archers #1449,       Spain, Wall painting of a 
Issued Sept 22, 2000                      Issued Mar 27, 1967           bull, #1452, Mar 27, 1967 

 
Austria, Venus von  
Willendorf,  Aug 8, 2008 

 
(Cont’d on page #3) 
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Editor’s Column 

 
Finally, all the snow and ice is melting away.  Things are 
getting back to their frantic usual pace.  April brings a quilt 
show, stamp show and . . . taxes!!! 
 
Remembering the dire predictions of many years ago that the 
internet would be the end of hobbies like stamp collecting, I 
bought lots and lots of stamps and covers over the internet. 
 
Because my town tends to clear the street of snow by piling it 
onto what should be a pedestrian sidewalk, it is easier for me 
to take the train to the next town, where the supermarket and 
library are only across the street from the station, rather than 
trying to get to the supermarket around the corner from where 
I live.   
 
I have started a special savings account for the big 
international stamp show in New York City next year.  I figure 
it should take me a year to save enough to get there.  Though I 
live only 65 miles away, if a dinner breaks up around 10pm, I 
would be getting home around 12:20am; to turn around in 
another 7 hours and head back . . . well, I’m too old for that 
these days.  Hard to believe I did that for 23 years.  In those 
days an early day was home at 9:15pm.  Best thing was my 
employer, deciding the rent was going way too high, and he 
could do better outside NYC.  Getting home at around 6pm 
leaves me with plenty of time for my hobbies and meeting 
with friends.  Not that I have taken it easy, I got more 
hobbies!  One or two nights per week at the local library 
attending programs.  Saturday or Sunday is Scott Catalogue 
Day, when I use the library’s set, which leaves me more money 
for auctions! 
 
We have been highlighted by the APS in their online 
publication, which spears in this issue. 
 
Mail is arriving very late here in Smithtown and I have not 
received my issue of Linns with the new issues of stamps.  I 
just received the first April issue, and received the issue for the 
second week of April last Wednesday.  New Digs will have to 
be updated next month. 
 
I am running very late with this issue and hope to finish by the 
first day of the Spring Stamp Show in NYC – where I hope a 
new stamp will be issued. 
 
I hope to have some news about NY2016 in the next issue.  I 
am looking for a cheap hotel and will let you know how I did.  
When staying in NYC, here’s a tip; NEVER accept a hotel 
plan that includes breakfast.  Five years ago you could get a 
good breakfast for less than $5.00, figure by next year it may 
be $10.00 but will be no where near the $20 charged by a 
hotel. 

Caroline 

 



 

Early Man by Caroline Scannell 

 
The linking of humans with earlier apes by descent became 
clear only after 1859 with the publication of Charles Darwin's 
On the Origin of Species, in which he argued for the idea of the 
evolution of new species from earlier ones. Darwin's book did 
not address the question of human evolution, saying only that 
"Light will be thrown on the origin of man and his history". 

  
France Niaux Grotto #1642    France, Lascaux, #1204 
Issued July 9, 1979                  Issued April 13, 1968 

 

 

 
Skulls of 
1. Gorilla 2. Australopithecus 3. Homo erectus 4. Neanderthal 
(La Chapelle aux Saints) 5. Steinheim Skull 6. modern Homo 
sapiens. Note the decreasing prognathism and thickness of the 
brow ridge, and the increasing size of the forehead. 
 

 
Kenya, Proconsul africanus, #215, Issued Jan 16, 1982

 
 
During the 1960s and 1970s, hundreds of fossils were found in East Africa in 
the regions of the Olduvai gorge and Lake Turkana by the Leakey family and 
others. Louis Leakey and his wife Mary, and later their son Richard and 
daughter-in-law Meave have been the most successful fossil hunters and 
palaeoanthropologists. From the fossil beds of Olduvai they amassed fossils of 
australopithecines, early Homo and even Homo erectus. 
 

 
Kenya, Olduvai Gorge, #767, 
Issued Nov 27, 2002 

 

        
Togo, Mary Leakey, issued 2013,                  Micronesia, issued Feb. 17, 2009,   
Non-Scott, Togo not UPU member.             Non Scott, (MI2077) 

 
 

These finds cemented Africa as the cradle 
of humankind. In the 1980s, Ethiopia 
emerged as a favored spot of palaeo-
anthropology as "Lucy", the most 
complete fossil member of the species 
Australopithecus afarensis, was found by 
Donald Johanson in Hadar, a region of 
northern Ethiopia. This area would be the 
location of many new hominin fossils, 
particularly those uncovered by the teams 
of Tim White in the 1990s, such as 
Ardipithecus ramidus. 

 

The word homo, the name of the biological genus to which humans belong, is Latin for "human". The word "human" is 
from the Latin humanus, the adjectival form of homo.  It was chosen originally by Carolus Linnaeus in his classification 
system. Linnaeus and other scientists of his time also considered the great apes to be the closest relatives of humans  
 

(cont’d pg 4) 
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Early Man by Caroline Scannell 

 
based on similarities between the two.  
Macedonia issued a stamp honoring Linnaeus 
on the 300th anniversary of his birth.  His 
Swedish name was Carl Nilsson Linnæus but 
after his ennoblement he was also known as 
Carl von Linné. 
 

Humans gradually evolved from early 
members of the genus Homo such as Homo 
habilis – who used simple stone tools – into 
fully  behaviorally  and   anatomically  modern 

      
Ethiopia, “Lucy”          KUT, Proconsul skull,  Macedonia, Carl Linneaus, 
July 4, 1986, #1153      Rusinga Island, #179,   Issued June 20, 2007 
                                    Issued May 2, 1967. 

humans (Homo sapiens) during the Paleolithic era. 
 
It was during the end of the Middle and/or Upper Paleolithic that humans began to produce the earliest works of art 
and engage in religious and spiritual behavior such as burial and rituals.   
 

             
Uzbekistan, Scott #328, Issued May 10, 2002, Dryopithecus maior,  Homo erectus modjokertensis, Pithecanthropus erectus, 
Australopithecus afarensis, Zinjanthropus boisei,  Homo sapiens neanderthalensis, Sinanthropus pekinensis,  Protahnthropus 
heidelbergensis,  Homo Sapiens Fossilis (the last two depicted below). 
 

 
 

 

The anthropological and archeological evidence suggests that human music first 
arose when language, art and other modern behaviors developed in the Middle 
or the Upper Paleolithic period.  Music may have developed from rhythmic 
sounds produced by daily activities such as cracking nuts by hitting them with 
stones, because such a rhythm while working may have helped people to become 
more efficient.   
 

Charles Darwin proposed that music may have begun as a hominid mating strategy as 
many birds and some other animals produce music like calls to attract mates.  This 
hypothesis is generally less accepted than the previous one, but it nonetheless provides a 
possible alternative. Another explanation is that humans began to make music simply 
because of the pleasure it produced. 

 

        
Chad, Charles Darwin,  Guinea, Charles Darwin issued  Italy, Charles Darwin, (1809-82)  
#918 Oct.10, 2001        Apr 10, 2009, Non Scott            issued Feb 12, 2009, Scott #2911. 

      

The study of human evolution 
involves many scientific disciplines, 
including physical anthropology, 
primatology, archaeology, paleon-
tology, ethnology, linguistics, 
evolutionary psychology, embry-ology 
and genetics.  Many books have been 
written on these sciences for general 
readership in the last decade, with 
National Geographic offering DNA 
kits for a nominal fee. 
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Member News 
 

From the APS Newsletter delivered to APS members online: 

Affiliate: Old World Archaeology Study Unit 
Members of the Old World Archaeology Study Unit (OWASU), APS Affiliate #92, collect and study postage 
stamps related to archaeology from the stone age to the beginnings of recorded history. Members receive the 
quarterly Old World Archaeologist and have access to numerous catalogs, checklists, journals, slide shows, 
exhibits, books, e-books, and more through the OWASU library. For more information, contact Merle Farrington, 
P.O. Box 8, Medway, MA 02053; via e-mail  or visit it's website. 

 
APS Chapters & Affiliate Anniversaries 

Take a look at the APS Chapters and Affiliates celebrating anniversaries in 2015 and see which chapters have 
reached a milestone of 25, 50, 75, or 100 years. See what the APS Chapters Activities Committee can do for you. 
Don't belong to a club? Find one in your area. 
 

Sad News;  
Another of our Founding Members has passed away within a year.   
Hugh Johnston, OWASU #2 
In the middle of March I received a note from a friend of Hugh Johnston’s 
advising me he had passed, at the age of 95.  Hugh was instrumental in my 
taking over the editorship of the Old World Archaeologist.  I met Hugh 
and Mary at one of the topical stamp shows (Mary passed away 2007).  
Hugh enjoyed Egyptology and became an avid Egyptologist and Philatelist.  
He also loved railroads (another hobby of mine, the LIRR) and built an 
extensive model set up.  In his retirement he kept busy with several 
volunteer activities; working in the archive departments of the Northwest 
Museum of Arts and Culture as well as Whitworth University – where he 
was a Professor of Chemistry.  He was known for his piano recitals around 
the Spokane area, especially at senior centers and nursing homes.  Hugh 
was a founding member of the Old World Archaeology Study Unit. 
 

 

 

Club News 

We would like to thank the following 
members for their contributions to 
keeping The Old World Archaeologist 
publishing and the Old World 
Archaeology Study Unit functioning. 
A big THANKS to: 
Gerald Gallagher 
Phil Nordstrom 
Todd Pfeifer 
Jeffry Brottman 
Jerry Davis 
George Grabon 

Battle of Marathon 2500 Anniversary 

Stamps issued July 23, 2010, Scott #2437-40 
 

  
Athenian & Persian fighting      Phalanx marching into battle 

 

  
Battle scene                               Bronze Corinthian helmet 

 

Marathon, 26 miles 383 yards/42.195 km, is a 
standard measurement for a race.  Today’s standard 
race length harks back to Pheidippides and his run 
from the Battle of Marathon to Athens to announce 
the news that Athens won the battle against the 
Persians.  He exclaimed “we have won!” before 
collapsing and dying.  Greece released a set of 
stamps commemorating the 2500th anniversary of 
the battle on July 23rd 2010.   
 
The Battle of Marathon took place in 490 BC, 
during the first Persian invasion of Greece. It was 
fought between the citizens of Athens, aided by 
Plataea and the Persian army.  The battle of 
Marathon is one of history's most famous military 
engagements. It is also one of the earliest recorded 
battles.  

(cont’d pg #6) 
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Battle of Marathon 2500 Anniversary   (cont’d from pg #5) 

According to legend, a runner was dispatched to inform Athens of the victory after the battle. The runner - Phidippides 
- made the run in three hours but died after delivering his message. His effort is commemorated in the modern-day 
marathon included in the Olympic Games. 
 
On the morning of September 17, 490BC, around 10,000 Greeks stood assembled on the plain of Marathom, preparing 
to fight to the last man. Behind them lay their City, their homes, their families; in front of the outnumbered Greeks was 
the army of the Persian empire.   
 
As the two sides faced each other waiting for the battle to start, the Athenians stalled for days, awaiting reinforcements 
from Sparta, but they knew they could not wait for long.  The Persians expected an easy victory, as they had won many 
times, but were in no hurry. 
 
The Athenians' feelings are best expressed by Aeschylus, who fought in the Persian wars, in his tragic play The Persians: 
"On, sons of the Hellenes! Fight for the freedom of your country! Fight for the freedom of your children and of your 
wives, for the gods of your fathers and for the sepulchers of your ancestors! All are now staked upon the strife!" 
 
The two sides faced each another directly, waiting for the fight to start. The Athenians stalled for days, anticipating 
reinforcements promised by Sparta. But they knew they could not wait for long. The Persians, expecting as easy a 
victory as they had won against enemies so many times before, were in no hurry. 
 
Miltiades, one of the Greek generals, made a passionate plea for boldness and convinced his fellow generals to attack 
the Persians. Miltiades ordered the Greek hoplites to form a line equal in length to that of the Persians. Then, in an act 
that his enemy believed to be complete madness, he ordered his Greek warriors to attack the Persian line at a dead run. 
Now the distance between the two armies was little short of a mile.    
 
When the Persians saw the Greeks coming on at such speed, they made ready to receive them, although it seemed to 
them that the Athenians were bereft of their senses, and bent upon their own destruction; for they saw a mere handful 
of men coming on at a run without either horsemen or archers. Such was the opinion of the Persians; but the Athenians 
in close array fell upon them, and fought in a manner worthy of being recorded. In the ensuing melee, the middle of the 
Greek line weakened and gave way, but the flanks were able to engulf and slaughter the trapped Persians. An estimated 
6,400 Persians were killed while only 192 Greeks were killed.  

 

New Digs 

 

 

 
 
<<  Albania, strip of 4 different ancient sculptures, issued 2014,  
no further information known. 

 

 

 

<<   Spanish Andorra,  Our Lady of Meritxell, issued 2015 
One of the most deeply-rooted traditions in Andorra is Our Lady of Meritxell Day – Patron 
Saint of Andorra, celebrated on 8 September every year since 1873. The celebration begins on 
the eve of that day with the Vetlla de la Verge. Like every year, the sanctuary opens its doors 
to welcome pilgrims who come to pay homage to Our Lady of Meritxell.  Our Lady of 
Meritxell is the patron saint of Andorra. It is a Roman Catholic statue showing the Virgin 
Mary. The original statue is from the late 12th century. But the chapel it was in burned down 
on September 8 and 9, 1972. The statue was destroyed. A copy was made in 1976 by Ricardo 
Bofill. 
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New Digs 

A khachkar, also known as an Armenian cross-stone  is a carved, memorial stele 
bearing a cross, and often with additional motifs such as rosettes, interlaces, and 
botanical motifs. Khachkars are characteristic of Medieval Christian Armenian art. 
Since 2010, khachkars, their symbolism and craftsmanship are inscribed in the 
UNESCO list of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The most common khachkar 
feature is a cross surmounting a rosette or a solar disc. The remainder of the 
stone face is typically filled with elaborate patterns of leaves, grapes, 
pomegranates, and bands of interlace. Occasionally a khachkar is surmounted by 
a cornice sometimes containing biblical or saintly figures. Most early khachkars 
were erected for the salvation of the soul of either a living or a deceased person. 
Otherwise they were intended to commemorate a military victory, the 
construction of a church, or as a form of protection from natural disasters. 
 

 
Armenia, Cross Stone, issued 2014 

 

 

<<  B & H Croatian Post Mostar, May 12, 2014 

Archeological Treasure 2014 - Tombstone in Sluzanj 
In the village Služanj near Čitluk, from previous times, numerous medieval tombstones 
(“bilig”) are located in today’s local Catholic cemetery and nearby it. Inside the cemetery 
there laid a chest, which had deeply sunked into the ground, because it was obvious that 
it fell from its base. With somewhat effort the “bilig” in 2013 was erected and set up on 
its baseboard. The erected “bilig”, in the form of a tall chest with angled ends towards 
the baseboard, has truly impressive dimensions: height of 209 cm, width of 149 cm and 
depth of 69 cm. On all sides it is decorated with embossed moulding, which consists of 
lines in a form of rope and spiral wreaths of vines with the Croatian “trolist”. 

Under the arcade from the south end, an inscription written on Humac (Cyrillic letter in Humac land) was found. The 
inscription is engraved in one line and says: СИ БИЛЕГЬ УГРИНА ВРАТУШИЋА / Si bileg Ugrina Vratušića / 
This (is) “bilig”of Ugrin Vratušić. This last name from its etymological sense is clear, most possibly a derivative of the 
nickname Vratuš, a man with a distinguished (long) neck. And this inscription, above all, demonstrates that the folk 
name “bilig” is rooted in the Humac land or Herzegovina, instead of the artificial tombstone. The inscription and 
“bilig” can be dated from the second half of the XV century. (Radoslav Dodig) 
 

 

 

<<   Bulgaria,  Issued Oct.25, 2014 
The Regions of Bulgaria - The South-Central Region – Perperikon  (One of a set of 4) 
The ancient Thracian city of Perperikon (also Perpericon) is located in the Eastern 
Rhodopes, 15 km northeast of the present-day town of Kardzhali, Bulgaria, on a 470 m high 
rocky hill, which is thought to have been a sacred place. The village of Gorna Krepost 
("Upper Fortress") is located at the foot of the hill and the gold-bearing Perpereshka River 
flows near it. Perperikon is the largest megalith ensemble in the Balkans.  It is thought that 
the famous Temple of Dionysius is located at this location. A visitors center is being 
constructed at a cost of 2.4 million Euros funded by the EU. 

 

 

Bulgaria, Battle of Belasitsa,  issued July 29, 2014 
 

The Battle of Kleidion (or the Battle of Belasitsa), took place on July 29, 1014 
between the Byzantine Empire and the Bulgarian Empire. It was the culmination of 
the nearly half-century struggle between the Byzantine Emperor Basil II and the 
Bulgarian Emperor Samuel in the late 10th and early 11th centuries.  Basil captured 
the entire Bulgarian army of 14,000 men and had all Bulgarian captives blinded except 
for one man in every hundred who was left with one eye and send them back to 
Bulgaria.  At sight of his army Samuil allegedly suffered a heart attack and died two 
days later. It was a decisive Byzantine victory. 
 

(cont’d on next page) 
Page # 7                                                                                                                                        The Old World Archaeologist  /  April 2015 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stele
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosette_%28design%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_art
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO_Intangible_Cultural_Heritage_Lists
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosette_%28design%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun-god
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grape
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pomegranate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornice_%28architecture%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thrace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhodopes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kardzhali
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megalith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balkans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euros
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belasitsa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgarian_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Emperor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basil_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgarian_Emperor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuil_of_Bulgaria


New Digs 

 
Bulgaria, Battle of Belasitsa   (cont’d from prevs. pg) 
The battle took place in the valley between the mountains of Belasitsa and Ograzhden near the modern Bulgarian 
village of Klyuch. The decisive encounter occurred on July 29 with an attack in the rear by a force under the Byzantine 
general Nikephoros Xiphias, who had infiltrated the Bulgarian positions. The ensuing battle was a major defeat for the 
Bulgarians. Bulgarian soldiers were captured and reputedly blinded by order of Basil II, who would subsequently be 
known as the "Bulgar-Slayer". Samuel survived the battle, but died two months later from a heart attack, reportedly 
brought on by the sight of his blind soldiers.  Although the engagement did not end the First Bulgarian Empire, the 
Battle of Kleidion reduced its ability to resist Byzantine advances and can be considered the pivotal encounter of the 
war with Byzantium. The heirs of Samuel could not subsequently hold off the Byzantine advance, and in 1018 the 
Bulgarian Empire was finally destroyed by Basil II. 

 

    

 
  Brazil, Machu Picchu,  
  Diplomatic Relations  
  Brazil-Peru, July28, 2014 

Djibouti, Thor Heyrdahl sheetlet of 3 and s/s, issued ?? 
Thor Heyerdahl (October 6, 1914 – April 18, 2002) was a Norwegian adventurer and ethnographer. Born: October 6, 
1914, Larvik, Norway   Died: April 18, 2002, Colla Micheri, Liguria, Italy   Cause of Death: Brain tumor 
Thor Heyerdahl was a Norwegian adventurer and ethnographer with a background in zoology, botany, and geography. 
He became notable for his Kon-Tiki expedition in 1947, in which he sailed 8,000 km (5,000 mi) across the Pacific Ocean 
in a hand-built raft from South America to the Tuamotu Islands. The expedition was designed to demonstrate that 
ancient people could have made long sea voyages, creating contacts between separate cultures. 
In May 2011, the Thor Heyerdahl Archives were added to UNESCO's "Memory of the World" Register. At the time, 
this list included 238 collections from all over the world.  The Heyerdahl Archives span the years 1937 to 2002 and 
include his photographic collection, diaries, private letters, expedition plans, articles, newspaper clippings, original book, 
and article manuscripts. The Heyerdahl Archives are administered by the Kon-Tiki Museum and the National Library of 
Norway in Oslo. 

 

    

 
<< Djibouti,  
Prehistoric Animals Sheetlet of 3 
Different and s/s, issued 2014,  
no further information known. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Egypt, Shali Siwa Oasis  
 

The Siwa Oasis is an oasis in Egypt, between the Qattara Depression and the 
Egyptian Sand Sea in the Libyan Desert, nearly 50 km (30 mi) east of the 
Libyan border, and 560 km (348 mi) from Cairo.  About 80 km (50 mi) in 
length and 20 km (12 mi) wide, Siwa Oasis is one of Egypt's most isolated 
settlements, with 23,000 people, mostly Berber speakers who speak a distinct 
language of the Berber family known as Siwi. Its fame lies primarily in its 
ancient role as the home to an oracle of Amon, the ruins of which are a 
popular tourist attraction which gave the oasis its ancient name Ammonium. 
Historically, it is part of Ancient Libya. 

Its modern name Siwa, first attested in the 15th century (earlier Arab geographers termed it Santariyyah), is of uncertain 
origin. Basset  links it to a Berber tribal name swh attested further west in the early Islamic period, while Ilahiane, 
following Chafik, links it to the Tashelhiyt Berber word asiwan, a type of bird of prey, and hence to Amon-Ra, one of 
whose symbols was the falcon.  The Siwa oasis is in a deep depression that reaches below sea level, to about 19 m. To 
the west the Jaghbub oasis lies in a similar depression and to the east the large Qattara Depression also lies below sea 
level.  Although the oasis is known to have been settled since at least the 10th millennium BC, the earliest evidence of 
connection with ancient Egypt is the 26th Dynasty, when a necropolis was established. During the Ptolemaid period of 
Egypt its ancient Egyptian name was "Field of Trees".  Greek settlers at Cyrene made contact with the oasis around the 
same time (7th century BC), and the oracle temple of Amun (Greek: Zeus Ammon), who, Herodotus was told, took the 
image here of a ram. Herodotus knew of a "fountain of the Sun" that ran coldest in the noontide heat. During his 
campaign to conquer the Persian Empire, Alexander the Great reached the oasis, supposedly by following birds across 
the desert. The oracle, Alexander's court historians alleged, confirmed him as both a divine personage and the legitimate 
Pharaoh of Egypt, though Alexander's motives in making the excursion, following his founding of Alexandria, remain 
to some extent inscrutable and contested. 
 

 
Hong Kong, Danxia World Heritage 2014  
 

Issued Dec 4, 2015, Scott #1695 
<< The Danxia area is formed from a reddish sandstone which has 
been eroded over time into a series of outcrops surrounded by 
spectacular cliffs and many unusual rock formations known as Danxia 
landform. There are a number of temples located on the mountains 
and many scenic walks can be undertaken. There is also a river 
winding through the mountains on which boat trips can be taken.  In 
the 2010 UNESCO list of world heritage sites, Mount Danxia was 
recorded as a natural World Heritage Site as part of China's Danxia 
landform. 

 

 
<< Israel, The Cyrus Declaration, issued April 14, 2015, designed by Renat Abduraham 
Dadon 
 

In the year 539BC, after uniting the Persian and Median kingdons under his rule, King 
Cyrus subdued the Babylonian Empire.  In 538BC King Cyrus made a public 
declaration granting the Jews the right to return to Judah and rebuild the Temple in 
Jerusalem. 

 
Indonesian Paleoanthropoloty, 125th anniversary, 
Homo erectus family  and map with Homo sapien 
skull.  Issued August 31, 2014, Scott # 2390. 
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New Digs 
 

 
Pakistan, Monuments, joint with  
Ukraine, setenant pair, Trypillian  
Civilization & Mohenjo-daro 

In Ukraine museums and places of ancient settlements and archaeological 
excavations on the Dnipro, Southern Bug, Dnister rivers attract many 
tourists.  A museum and a monument to Vikentij Khvoika were opened in the 
village of Trypillia, on the Dnipro river. Some years ago it became possible to 
visit Verteba cave (the Ternopil region), in which Trypillians lived for more 
than 1000 years. Archaeological excavations, which  started here in the 
XIX  century, were continued by Mykhailo Sokhatsky, director of the Borschiv 
museum. Hundreds of painted vessels and clay figurines have been found in 
the cave labyrinth. 
 
Trypillian Civilization is an archaeological name for the Neolithic culture that 
existed on the territory of present-day Ukraine. This culture is also known as 
Cucuteni on the territory of Romania. The real self-name for this culture is not 
established or agreed between scientists, but some researchers consider this 
culture to be the ancient Aratta.  Trypillian culture was discovered in the year 

1897 near the small village of Trypillia (south of Kyiv, Ukraine) by archaeologist Vikenty Khvoika. He named this new 
and unknown to the world culture - The Trypillian Civilization.  From that moment on, the territory of Ukraine became 
a homeland to one of the most ancient civilizations - The Trypillian Civilization, which flourished on her territory 
between approximately 8,000  to 5,000 years back in history.  Independently this culture was discovered on the territory 
of Romania near village Cucuteni by Teodor T. Burada, and in year 1889 it was presented on conference in Paris.  
 

Mohenjo-daro is an archeological site in the province of Sindh, Pakistan. Built around 2600 BCE, it was one of the 
largest settlements of the ancient Indus Valley Civilization, and one of the world's earliest major urban settlements, 
contemporaneous with the civilizations of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Crete. Mohenjo-daro was abandoned in 
the 19th century BCE, and was not rediscovered until 1922. Significant excavation has since been conducted at the site 
of the city, which was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1980. The site is currently threatened by erosion 
and improper restoration.  Mohenjo-daro was built in the 26th century BCE. It was one of the largest cities of the 
ancient Indus Valley Civilization, also known as the Harappan Civilization,[8] which developed around 3000 BCE from 
the prehistoric Indus culture. At its height, the Indus Civilization spanned much of what is now Pakistan and North 
India, extending westwards to the Iranian border, south to Gujarat in India and northwards to an outpost in Bactria, 
with major urban centers at Harappa, Mohenjo-daro, Lothal, Kalibangan, Dholavira and Rakhigarhi. Mohenjo-daro was 
the most advanced city of its time, with remarkably sophisticated civil engineering and urban planning. When the Indus 
civilization went into sudden decline around 1900 BCE, Mohenjo-daro was abandoned.  The ruins of the city remained 
undocumented for over 3,700 years until R. D. Banerji (also known as Rakhaldas Bandyopadhyay), an officer of the 
Archaeological Survey of India visited the site identifying the Buddhhist stupa (150-500 CE) known to be there and 
finding a flint scraper which convinced him it was a very old site. This led to his returning to conduct excavations in 
1922 working with John Marshall 

 

 
Peru, Ancient Musical Instruments, issued Jan 16, 2015. 
 

Peru music was first created thousands of years ago, by 
the ancient Inca civilization. To be precise, recent 
archaeological research has discovered that Peru music 
was founded as early as 10,000 years ago. The ancient 
Incas used local resources to create the Peru music that is 
widely heard today throughout the world. This article will 
focus on the ancient music, and it's impact today.  
Ancient Peruvians used whatever local resources were 
available to create the ancient Peru music we hear today.

They used metals, cane, bone, sea shells, and even mud to create the first Peru music. These ancient instruments gave 
the Peruvian people the inspiration they needed to further refine their musical genre.  Depicted on the stamps are an 
Antara Nasca Ceramic Pan Flute  and Botella Silbadora. 
 

Antara Nasca Ceramic Pan Flute 
The Nazca culture flourished in the Nazca region between 300 BC and 800 AD. They created the famous Nazca lines 
and built an impressive system of underground aqueducts that an impressive system of underground aqueducts that still 
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New Digs 

Peru, Ancient Musical Instruments   (cont’d) 
function today.  The Nazca culture is widely known for its fine polychrome ceramics with representations of fruit, 
animals, human personages, and hybrid beings. The earliest forms and designs of this style reveal a clear continuity with, 
and similarity to, the Paracas style, whose features go back to the Formative Period. This ceramic antara was made 
following the Ancient Nazca techniques. It is a copy from the original antara located at Peruvian Museum of archeology 
and anthropology.  The Clay used in its construction is the clay from the same location used by the ancient people of 
Nazca. This is to preserve the original sound and the original musical keys.  
 

Botella Silbadora - Whistling ceramic vessel that represents roofed structures and a feline. 1300 AD - 1532 AD 
 

 

 
 
<<  Romania, Traditional Folk Art Joint Issue with Azerbaijan, 
UNESCO World Heritage Traditional Folk Art Joint with Azerbaijan, 
December 19, 2014, no further information known. 

 

When collectors go scouting in the fossil-rich layers of the Swiss Jura 
mountains, they are usually looking for the beautiful spirally coiled 
ammonites. These fossils are the remains of creatures related to 
octopus and squid that first appeared around 400 million years ago, 
spread throughout the world’s oceans, then died out at the same time 
as the dinosaurs approximately 65 million years ago. Ammonites had 
an outer shell like a snail, but the inner part of the shell had chambers 
of the kind we can still see today in the living pearly nautilus. The shell 
protected the soft parts of their anatomy, while air in the chambers 
created buoyancy. The septa dividing the chambers were tightly folded 
at the edge, presumably making the shell better able to with- stand 
water pressure. If the external shell is no longer present or is removed 
from an ammonite, these folds are marked by ridges known as suture 
lines. 

 
Switzerland, Ammonite Fossils Souvenir Sheet 
(Embossed) issued Feb 26, 2015 

    We know that ammonites are more closely related to today’s squid and octopus than the pearly nautilus. We are also familiar with 
the anatomy of ammonites’ jaws, know that they did not have ink sacs, that they are likely to have fed on small prey, and probably 
lived a largely hidden existence close to the sea floor. Many questions still remain unanswered, however. Did they have eight or ten 
tentacles, or perhaps up to 100 like the nautilus? Did their tentacles have suckers? Did the ammonites have powerful large eyes with 
lenses like living cephalopods? There were a huge variety of ammo-nites. It is estimated that almost 20,000 different species of 
ammonite existed, although spread over a period of some 335 million years. There are ones with disc-shaped and spherical shells, 
smooth and ribbed shells, as well as ones adorned with spines and tubercles. Each of these numerous types of ammonite existed for 
only a short period of time. Ammonites therefore make excellent “index fossils” which can be used to date geological strata. On the 
basis of its characteristic ribs, the ammonite depicted on the stamp is probably a Colombiceras, a species of ammonite that lived 
during the Cretaceous period around 120 million years ago. (Walter Etter Geoscience Curator Basel Natural HistoryMuseum). 
 
 

 
Turkey, Topkapi Palace Souvenir Sheet with Gold Foil  
 

The Topkapı Palace is a large palace in Istanbul, Turkey, 
that was the primary residence of the Ottoman sultans for 
approximately 400 years (1465–1856) of their 624-year 
reign.  As well as a royal residence, the palace was a setting 
for state occasions and royal entertainments. It is now a 
museum and as such a major tourist attraction. It also 
contains important holy relics of the Muslim world, 
including Muhammed's cloak and sword.  The Topkapı 
Palace is among the monuments contained within the 
"Historic Areas of Istanbul", which became a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 1985, and is described under 
UNESCO’s criterion iv as "the best example[s] of
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New Digs 

Turkey, Topkapi Palace Souvenir Sheet   (cont’d) 
ensembles of palaces of the Ottoman period."  The palace complex consists of four main courtyards and many smaller 
buildings. Following the end of the Ottoman Empire in 1923, Topkapı Palace was transformed by a government decree 
dated April 3, 1924, into a museum of the imperial era. The Topkapı Palace Museum is administered by the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism. The palace complex has hundreds of rooms and chambers, but only the most important are 
accessible to the public today. The complex is guarded by officials of the ministry as well as armed guards of the 
Turkish military. The palace includes many fine examples of Ottoman architecture. It contains large collections of 
porcelain, robes, weapons, shields, armor, Ottoman miniatures, Islamic calligraphic manuscripts and murals, as well as a 
display of Ottoman treasures and jewelry. 
 

Spanning more than three millennia, they are clearly the product of various cultures. The 
earliest are associated with the Pit Grave culture of the Pontic-Caspian steppe (and 
therefore with the Proto-Indo-Europeans according to the mainstream Kurgan 
hypothesis. There are Iron Age specimens are identified with the Scythians and medieval 
examples with Turkic peoples.  Such stelae are found in large numbers in Southern 
Russia, Ukraine, Prussia, southern Siberia, Central Asia and Mongolia. 
    The earliest anthropomorphic stelae date to the 4th millennium BC, and are associated 
with the early Bronze Age Yamna Horizon, in particular with the Kemi Oba culture of 
the Crimea and adjacent steppe region. Those in Ukraine number around three hundred, 
most of them very crude stone slabs with a simple schematic protruding head and a few 
features such as eyes or breasts carved into the stone. Some twenty specimens, known as 
statue menhirs, are more complex, featuring ornaments, weapons, human or animal 
figures. 
 

 
Ukraine, Anthromorphus  
Stele of Scythian times,  
issued Feb 27, 2014 

  

 
<< Ukraine Monuments, joint with Pakistan, setenant 
pair, Trypillian Civilization & Mohenjo-daro,  
 
information is given under “Pakistan” on page 10 of 
this issue. 

 

New Digs Update - News 
 

 
Luxembourg,  Roman Mosaic of Vichten,  

issued September 3, 2007,    New Info  

Archaeological research undertaken in 1995 on the site of a new 
agricultural operation in Vichten showed that the terrain in question 
covered the foundations of one of the most remarkable Roman villas 
ever discovered in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. The excellent 
state of preservation of the buried remnants is explained by the 
topographical location of the building built on a slight natural terrace 
of a hill, facing due south, which rises more than 50 m above the site. 
From late antiquity, the ruins of the villa were progressively covered by 
material eroded from the nearby plateau causing the remainder of the 
villa to be hidden under large mounds of earth (between 0.5 and 3.5 
metres). 
 

Dating from around 240AD, the mosaic of Vichten, which has an area  
of 61.3 m2 and is in an excellent state of preservation, shows in its 
main  area  the  mythological  and  literary  subject  of  the nine Muses, 
daughters of the supreme God, Zeus, and of the goddess of memory,  
Mnémosyne. 
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New Digs Update - News 

Luxembourg,  Roman Mosaic of Vichten 
The Muses are reproduced following the order defined around 700 BC by the Greek author Hésiode: Clio, Muse of 
history; Euterpe, Muse of music and lyric poetry; Thalie, Muse of comedy; Melpomène, Muse of tragedy; Terpsichore, 
Muse of dance and dramatic choirs; Erato, Muse of love poetry; Polymnie, Muse choir singing and harmony; Uranie, 
Muse of astronomy and lastly, in the large central medallion, Calliope, Muse of epic elegiac poetry, in the company of 
the prince of poets, Homer. The eight « exterior » Muses are oriented on an axis towards the middle of the central 
medallion. The depiction of the clothing and other attributes of the different personalities, identified by Latin 
inscriptions included above each medallion, is very detailed. 
 
The overall composition and the purely decorative elements (intertwining, crosses, scroll patterns, etc.), indicates the 
uncovered mosaic was created in the tradition of the workshops of the town of Trèves, about 50 kilometres away. It is 
the work of a specialised workshop which, in the course of the 3rd century, created several other similar masterpieces, 
in particular in Trèves (Mosaic of Monnus) and at Bad Kreuznach (Mosaic of the Gladiators).  After its dismantling in 
Vichten in July 1995, the mosaic was transferred to the Rheinisches Landesmuseum in Trèves for the first step in 
restoration. After its return to Luxembourg in March 1997, the fi nal restoration, notably including the filling in of 
various gaps, took place until 1999 in special workshops of the National Museum of History and Art in Luxembourg 
where it is exhibited today.            Source: WOPA Stamps  published March 25th, 2015 

New Digs Update 
 

 
Ancient Capitals of Armenia 
Scott # 1006-7, issued Aug 21, 2014 
Dvin & Tigranakert 

 
Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia  Scott # 995- issued July 4, 2014 
 

 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 
Roman Gold Coin depicting Emperor Nero 
Scott #308 issued Oct 31, 2014 
 

 
China, Peoples Republic, Basin with label,  
from Jan 2014, Scott #4216, with label,  
Issued August 20, 2014 
 

 
China, Taiwan From January 2015 issue, Scott 
#4213a-h  Dec 10, 2014 
a-Marble figurine depicting owl 
b-Cauldron with handles 
c-Oracle bone 
d-Mask for horse with turquoise inlays 
e-Figurine of human head with crest 
f- Anthropomorphic figurine with tiger’s head 
g-Wine container with detachable cap 
h-Deer skull with inscriptions 

Archaeology Today 

Altamura Man Yields Oldest Neanderthal DNA Sample 
A team of researchers has confirmed that Altamura Man was a Neanderthal, and revealed that the bones are 128,000 to 
187,000 years old. 
     Altamura Man was discovered in 1993 in the karst caves of Lamalunga, near Altamura, in southern Italy - one of the 
most extraordinary hominin specimens ever found in Europe. The remains were embedded in rock and covered in a  
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Archaeology Today 

Altamura Man Yields Oldest Neanderthal DNA Sample  (cont’d) 
thick layer of calcite.   It  was  thought  that  excavating  the  remains  would  cause  irreparable damage,  and they have  
remained in situ. There was some debate initially about morphology and age. Subsequent study led to a consensus that 
the visible remains (the head, and part of a shoulder) were that of an archaic Neanderthal, of a genus believed to have 
been widespread in Europe 200,000 to 40,000 years ago. 
     The researchers with the current project began their work six years ago. A tiny part of shoulder bone was extracted. 
Uranium-thorium dating revealed that the calcite was formed 172,000 to 130,000 years ago, during the penultimate 
quaternary (Pleistocene) glaciations period - the last of five glaciations during Earth's history. 
     DNA has also been retrieved from the sample, and because of the age, represents the oldest ever recovered from 
Neanderthal remains. The researchers next plan to test the DNA sample to see if it can be sequenced. They are hopeful 
it might reveal new details about the evolution of hominids in general, and perhaps more about the early history of the 
Neanderthal. 
Edited from PhysOrg (3 April 2015) 
 

Ancient Tomb Unearthed in Tuscany 
Archaeologists investigating a potential building site near Volterra (Tuscany, Italy) discovered a tomb dating from pre-
Etruscan times. Volterra Mayor Marco Buselli said "It is a remarkable discovery that opens new scenarios regarding pre-
Etruscan Volterra".   The tomb, consisting of a large jar which is an estimated one meter in height and more than 80 cm 
in diameter, was found during survey archaeological investigations for the building of a nursery school. The jar was 
found in good condition, in a ditch with a stone covering that one city official said "From the fragments it is reasonable 
to assume that it is as a pre-Etruscan burial". The tomb is now being studied at the Tuscany archaeological 
superintendency's conservation laboratory. 
Edited from ANSA (2 April 2015) 
 

Turkish Dam Will Submerge 12,000-Year-Old City 
Feb. 21, 2014—Scheduled for completion in 2014, Turkey's Ilisu Dam will generate nearly 2 percent of the country's 
electricity. It will also submerge dozens of towns on the Tigris River, including 12,000-year-old Hasankeyf. The dam 
also threatens to dry up Iraq's Mesopotamian marshes some 1,000 miles (1,609 kilometers) downstream, affecting the 
people and wildlife who depend on the marshes for survival. 
 

Massive Underground City Found in Cappadocia Region of Turkey 
Subterranean retreat may have sheltered thousands of people in times of trouble. 
Archaeologists are exploring a sprawling network of tunnels and underground rooms discovered beneath a Byzantine-
era fortress in Nevşehir, Turkey. When the invaders came, Cappadocians knew where to hide: underground, in one of 
the 250 subterranean safe havens they had carved from pliable volcanic ash rock called tuff. 
   Now a housing construction project may have unearthed the biggest hiding place ever found in Cappadocia, a region 
of central Turkey famous for the otherworldly chimney houses, cave churches, and underground cities its residents 
carved for millennia. Discovered beneath a Byzantine-era hilltop castle in Nevşehir, the provincial capital, the site dates 
back at least to early Byzantine times. It is still largely unexplored, but initial studies suggest its size and features may 
rival those of Derinkuyu, the largest excavated underground city in Cappadocia, which could house 20,000 people. In 
2013, construction workers demolishing low-income homes ringing the castle discovered entrances to a network of 
rooms and tunnels. The city halted the housing project, called in archaeologists and geophysicists, and began 
investigating. 
   A 300-year-old paper trail between the local government and Ottoman officials suggested where to begin. “We found 
documents stating that there were close to 30 major water tunnels in this region,” says Nevşehir mayor Hasan Ünver. 
In 2014, those tunnels led scientists to discover a multilevel settlement of living spaces, kitchens, wineries, chapels, 
staircases, and bezirhane—linseed presses for producing lamp oil to light the underground city. Artifacts including 
grindstones, stone crosses, and ceramics indicate the city was in use from the Byzantine era through the Ottoman 
conquest.  Like Derinkuyu, the site appears to have been a large, self-sustaining complex with air shafts and water 
channels. When danger loomed, Cappadocians retreated underground, blocked the access tunnels with round stone 
doors, and sealed themselves in with livestock and supplies until the threat passed.   
   Cappadocia’s early adoption of Christianity—the apostle Paul arrived in the first century, and by the fourth its 
bishops were power players in the newly Christian Byzantine Empire—made it a safe haven during centuries of war for 
control of Anatolia. Muslim invaders arrived in the late eighth century, and centuries later came the Seljuk Turks. 
Eventually Ottoman emperors ruled the entirety of Anatolia. 
 

Page # 14                                                                                                                                      The Old World Archaeologist  /  April 2015 

http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/world-heritage/cappadocia/
http://www.cappadociaturkey.net/derinkuyu_underground_city.htm
http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/earth/the-dynamic-earth/anatolian-history/


Archaeology Today 

Massive Underground City Found in Cappadocia Region of Turkey 
Geophysicists from Nevşehir University conducted a systematic survey of a 1.5-mile (4-kilometer) area using 
geophysical resistivity and seismic tomography. From the 33 independent measurements they took, they estimate the 
site is nearly five million square feet (460,000 square meters).  These studies suggest the underground corridors may 
plunge as deep as 371 feet (113 meters). If that turns out to be accurate, the city could be larger than Derinkuyu by a 
third. But the exact size is unknown, cautions Nevşehir Museum director Murat Gülyaz, the archaeologist in charge of 
the investigation. “As of now, it is not possible to say. But given the city’s location, defenses, and proximity to a water 
supply, it is highly likely that it spans a very large area.” 
 

“World’s Largest Antique Park”? 
“This new discovery will be added as a new pearl, a new diamond, a new gold” to Cappadocia's riches, raves Ünver, the 
mayor, who wants to build “the world's largest antique park,” with boutique hotels and art galleries aboveground, and 
walking trails and a museum below. (The planned housing complex has been moved to the suburbs.) “We even plan to 
reopen the underground churches,” he says. “All of this makes us very excited.”  Gülyaz’s team of archaeologists will 
continue to clear rubble from tunnels and explore deeper underground—a risky undertaking, since the soft tuff is prone 
to collapsing. “When the underground city beneath Nevşehir Castle is completely revealed,” he says, “it is almost 
certain to change the destination of Cappadocia dramatically.” 
By Jennifer Pinkowski, National Geographic March 26, 2015 
 

Thousand-year-old Anglo-Saxon Potion Kills MRSA Superbug 
It might sound like a really old wives' tale, but a thousand-year-old Anglo-Saxon potion for eye infections may hold the 
key to wiping out the modern-day superbug MRSA, according to new research.  The 10th-century "eyesalve" remedy 
was discovered at the British Library in a leather-bound volume of Bald's Leechbook, widely considered to be one of 
the earliest known medical textbooks. 
   Christina Lee, an expert on Anglo-Saxon society from the School of English at the University of Nottingham, 
translated the ancient manuscript despite some ambiguities in the text.  "We chose this recipe in Bald's Leechbook 
because it contains ingredients such as garlic that are currently investigated by other researchers on their potential 
antibiotic effectiveness," Lee said in a video posted on the university's website.  "And so we looked at a recipe that is 
fairly straightforward. It's also a recipe where we are told it's the 'best of leechdoms' -- how could you not test that? So 
we were curious."  Lee enlisted the help of the university's microbiologists to see if the remedy actually worked.  
   The recipe calls for two species of Allium (garlic and onion or leek), wine and oxgall (bile from a cow's stomach) to be 
brewed in a brass vessel. "We recreated the recipe as faithfully as we could. The Bald gives very precise instructions for 
the ratio of different ingredients and for the way they should be combined before use, so we tried to follow that as 
closely as possible," said microbiologist Freya Harrison, who led the work in the lab at the School of Life Sciences.  
The book included an instruction for the recipe to be left to stand for nine days before being strained through a cloth. 
Efforts to replicate the recipe exactly included finding wine from a vineyard known to have existed in the ninth century, 
according to Steve Diggle, an associate professor of sociomicrobiology, who also worked on the project. The 
researchers then tested their recipe on cultures of MRSA, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, a type of staph 
bacterium that does not respond to commonly used antibiotic treatments. 
   The scientists weren't holding out much hope that it would work -- but they were astonished by the lab results. "What 
we found was very interesting -- we found that Bald's eyesalve is incredibly potent as an anti-Staphylococcal antibiotic in 
this context," Harrison said. "We were going from a mature, established population of a few billion cells, all stuck 
together in this highly protected biofilm coat, to really just a few thousand cells left alive. This is a massive, massive 
killing ability."  Diggle said the team also asked collaborators in the U.S. to test the recipe using an "in vivo" wound 
model -- meaning it's in a live organism -- "and basically the big surprise was that it seems to be more effective than 
conventional antibiotic treatment." 
   The scientists were worried they wouldn't be able to repeat the feat. But three more batches, made from scratch each 
time, have yielded the same results, Harrison said, and the salve appears to retain its potency for a long time after being 
stored in bottles in the refrigerator. The team says it now has good, replicated data showing that the medicine kills up to 
90% of MRSA bacteria in "in vivo" wound biopsies from mice.  Harrison says the researchers are still not completely 
sure how it works, but they have a few ideas -- namely, that there might be several active components in the mixture 
that work to attack the bacterial cells on different fronts, making it very hard for them to resist; or that by combining 
the ingredients and leaving them to steep in alcohol, a new, more potent bacteria-fighting molecule is created in the 
process. "I still can't quite believe how well this 1,000-year-old antibiotic actually seems to be working," Harrison said. 
"When we got the first results we were just utterly dumbfounded. We did not see this coming at all." 
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Archaeology Today 

Thousand-year-old Anglo-Saxon Potion Kills MRSA Superbug   (cont’d) 
She added: "Obviously you can never say with utter certainty that because it works in the lab it's going to work as an 
antibiotic, but the potential of this to take on to the next stage and say, 'yeah, really does it work as an antibiotic' is just 
beyond my wildest dreams, to be honest."  Lee, who translated the text from Old English, believes the discovery could 
change people's views of the medieval period as the "Dark Ages." 
   "The Middle Ages are often seen as the 'Dark Ages' -- we use the term 'medieval' these days ... as pejorative -- and I 
just wanted to do something that explains to me how people in the Middle Ages looked at science," she said. 
By Nick Thompson and Laura Smith-Spark, London (CNN) Tue March 31, 2015 

 
Carchemish 
War has raged in and around the last Hittite capital of Karkemish throughout its long and prestigious history. The city – 
also known as Carchemish or Karchemiš – straddles the Turkish-Syrian border, and today bears witness to bitter 
conflict just a few kilometres away in war-torn Syria. The young T E Lawrence – later Lawrence of Arabia – dug here 
until the onset of the First World War forced the British Museum expedition to leave; and in 1920 the Turkish military 
occupied the site, peppering it with mines. Now, nearly a century later, the mines are gone and the ground has been 
made safe so that an international team of archaeologists can begin work again on the Turkish side of the border. Their 
excavations are revealing the spectacular remains of an ornate 10th-century BC palace that influenced later Neo-
Assyrian design 
Current World Archaeology, March 2015 

 
Security Threats Delay Research into Nok Culture 
The on-going research into the Nigerian Nok Culture has recently received some good news but also suffered bad news 
also.   The 12 year old project, headed up by the Institute for Archaeological Sciences in Frankfurt (Germany), has been 
on-going since 2005. The project recently enjoyed a 1.6 million Euro cash injection from the German Research 
Foundation, which is sufficient to allow continuance of the project for a further 3 years. 
     However, the current unrest in Nigeria, including attacks by the terrorist group Boko Haram, has halted all research 
and efforts have been focused on finds already in the team's possession.   One of the main features of the Nok Culture 
was the production of large terracotta figures, some of which have been dated at over 2000 years old. The abandonment 
of the current 79 sites is further bad news, as these are now vulnerable to looters.   Professor Peter Breuing, a member 
of the research team, is quoted as saying "The sculptures are very highly sought after on the international art market. In 
their search for these treasures the looters systematically destroy one site after another". 
     Other areas of research undertaken by the team include investigations into the Culture's economy and environment, 
including analysis of crops grown and the change from small isolated groups to larger, more cohesive communities, as 
evidenced by the widespread finds of terracotta figures. It is hoped, when the security situation improves, that the 
research can continue into the history of iron smelting by the Culture, centered on a major settlement area. 
Edited from Past Horizons (8 February 2015) 
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Editor’s Note:   
Usually two issues go out with first day cancels, however, the USPS decided not to have a ceremony at the New York 
City show this year, though they issued 4 stamps in the past 2 weeks – without ceremonies.   I am assured this will 
change in October.  One way to know if you received an issue with a first day cancel is if it is from NYC it is a first day, 
if it is from Smithtown, Long Island, NY it means I dumped it into the trunk of the car and drove it to the post office 
instead of lugging it on 3 trains into the City. 
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