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The Puebloans 

by Christopher Kolker 

 

The Puebloan cliff dwellings against an evening sky over a great and vast desert. This scene has to be among the most 
iconic in all of American archaeology. The Puebloan dwellings in the Four-Corners region of the United States certainly 
gives meaning to the rich culture of Native American life. They serve as a permanent marker from the Puebloan people 
of their distinct and distinguishing contribution to our greater cultural world. 

 
 

  
Map of the major Puebloan settlements of             A map of the various Puebloan communities 
central New Mexico 

 
But how did they get there? Where did they come from? Ancestral Puebloans have an extremely early recorded 
archaeological history as far as New World standards are concerned. Their story begins around 7000 BC. We know of 
their culture by the archaeological presence of baskets.  These were gatherers of many different kinds of seeds; but as 
the fauna became extinct, they moved into a hunting mode. 
 
The Puebloans moved through a variety of different stages, gathering new technologies along the way, increasing their 
societal complexity: 
 
Archaic – (Early Basketmaker Era) 7000 BC to 1500 BC – Characterized by the early baskets made. 
 
Early Basketmaker Era II 1500-BC-50AD - The cultivation of maize began. 

 (cont’d on page 3) 
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From the Editor:   

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Hanukah and New Year.   
 
In November I again ventured into the United States to 
attend NOJEX in New Jersey.  For anyone unfamiliar with 
the geography of the area I live in, my home is located on 
Long Island which is in the State of New York.  
Historically, where I live was active during the 
Revolutionary War, indeed Washington’s spies were in this 
area.  For many years I commuted to work to New York 
City, 65 miles away, by train; 2 hours each way!!  My ticket 
was checked twice during the trip.  And that’s the truth.  
Now for my rendition; upon leaving my island toward the 
west my papers (ticket) were checked twice; at the border 
to Nassau County and in Queens; part of New York City 
which happens to contain many courthouses near the 
railroad station there (I don’t count the college). 
 
To get to New Jersey, which is geographically part of the 
United States, my train must go to Pennsylvania Station, 
named for the Pennsylvania Railroad who built it.  There I 
have to take another train for about 10 minutes – or less.  
Then I get a bus.  Now, doesn’t that sound like I could get 
to a foreign country easier?  In the 2½ hours I could fly to 
Canada!  Certainly I could get half way across the country! 
 
Oh, and to return my papers are checked twice again and at 
one point I have to leave the train to board another to get 
home.  The train from the City is electric but my station is 
diesel.  My version is much more cloak and dagger.  I made 
that trip daily for almost 24 years and like any long 
commute; the novelty wears off after the first week. 
 
The ATA and APS have tables at NOJEX and I can 
usually be found at the ATA table. 
 
The new study unit reviewers for the ATA do not want to 
accumulate paper.  They want the journals sent to them by 
email in a PDF.  So I had to learn how to change the Word 
file into a PDF.  Now we have to re-do the website to offer 
PDFs of the journal.  Presently I do not have the computer 
files of the journals I have published.  When they are 
returned to me I can put them together as PDFs and back 
them up on a CD/DVD.   
 
All this would bring OWASU back to solvency as we 
would save on costs of paper, ink, postage and those 9x12 
envelopes, for which the USPS charges an extra 55c 
postage. 
 
   

Caroline 
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The Puebloans 

by Christopher Kolker       (cont’d from pg 1) 
 

Late Basketmaker Era II  50-500.  The cultivation of squash began as well as the beginnings of the Pueblos living in pit 
houses, underneath the ground. 
 

Basketmaker III Era 500 – 750. During this period, clusters of pit houses were constructed, and the bow and arrow 
began to be used as the main weapon for hunting. 
 

Pueblo I Era 750-900.  The Puebloan architecture of cliff dwellings with sandstone and adobe began, and group water 
conservation projects were first initiated. 
 

Pueblo II Era 950-1100. Stone masonry and large-scale production of maize began, milling techniques were used, and 
greater regional trade sophistication with pottery became predominant. 
 

Pueblo III Era 1100-1350. This era represents the zenith of Pueblo technology and sophistication. Pueblo cities were 
formed, and kivas, or central religious areas, became larger. Pottery became more sophisticated, and a network of 
transportation routes throughout the Four-Corners area developed. 
 
Pueblo IV Era 1350-1600.  A migratory era commenced, with the Pueblos of southern Utah and Southwest Colorado 
leaving their area and moving toward the area of the Pecos and Rio Grande River Valleys. Those cities in New Mexico 
became even larger, with up to a thousand rooms per living area. 
 
Pueblo V Era 1600-present.  Contact with Europeans brought their diseases and culture, leading to population declines, 
the forced acceptance of reservations, and the assimilation of new technology into the Puebloan way of life. 
 
Mesa Verde, a national park in southwest Colorado, is a prototypical Puebloan site, and will be discussed as such. It is 
certainly the most photographed and visited of all the ancient Puebloan sites in the southwest United States. 
 
Although settled by the Puebloans in the Basketmaker periods, construction of the cliff-dwelling villages began during 
the Pueblo I era around 750 D. This followed the domestication of maize to the point where large stores could be had, 
and the need to continue with a nomadic lifestyle diminished. By around 860, giant pits, called kivas, dug underneath 
the ground served as meeting areas for the population. However, during that time great drought ensued, forcing most 
of the population to move south to the Chaco Canyon area. 

    
Spruce Tree House at Mesa Verde                              Square Tower House among other structures,  
                                                                                      Mesa Verde National Park 
 

During the Pueblo II era, the Mesa Verde population retained their own specific culture and dialect. At first, they lived 
rather simply, but as crops improved during the 11th century, partially due to irrigation and drainage practices and 
partially due to masonry reservoir systems, the population began to increase. In fact, many people from the region 
immigrated to Mesa Verde during this time. This brought about the construction of the adjacent houses with shared 
walls, as seen in the Square Tower House. 

 (cont’d pg 4) 
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The Puebloans 

by Christopher Kolker        (cont’d from pg 3) 
 

 

 
By 1150, another prolonged drought ensued. More 
from Chaco Canyon came to Mesa Verde.  Several 
changes occurred simultaneously. First the 
economic system across the Four Corners area 
seemingly collapsed, and it appears that Mesa Verde 
became more isolated. Secondly, the immigrants 
from Chaco Canyon brought new technology and 
new ways of constructing buildings. Thirdly, as 
drought killed off native plant species that might be 
used to gather nuts and seeds, domestic growing of 
crops became even more important. 

 

 

 
<<  A panoramic view of the cliff dwellings of Mesa Verde 

 
For Mesa Verde, this era was the beginning of the production 
of the Cliff Palace.  Life had to revolve around being near a 
viable water source, and to be protected from enemies. The 
Cliff Palace offered both of these necessities, and became truly 
one of the archaeological wonders of the world. By around 
1350, it is estimated that 22,000 people lived in the Mesa 
Verde area. Most lived on the plains that are just above the 
cliff pictures in more simple, modest homes. However, the 
epicenter of the settlement was almost certainly the Cliff 
Palace. 

 
 
Puebloan architecture is remarkable. Windows nearly always 
faced south and where often U, E, or L-shaped. Many 
buildings were inaccessible except for ladders, making them 
a much safer haven from would-be enemies.  Extended 
families might share many rooms together and then shared a 
kiva. Doors and windows became in the late Pueblo III era 
were T-shaped, a characteristic shared with Chaco Canyon.   
Puebloan architecture expanded to include reservoirs, silt- 
retaining dams, and towers for use as lookouts. 
 

 
The magic of Mesa Verde in the morning 

 

 

 
Pottery became more sophisticated. Sizes and shapes 
varied greatly. The black dye used for decoration came 
from nearby plant material. Different clays were used: 
some left the pottery a tan-brown, and others, like 
those from southeastern Utah, left the pottery red. A 
variety of different temperatures appeared to be used to 
make pottery to further change the color of the finished 
product. Overall, it seems that a vast amount of 
variation was used, with considerable time and expertise 
needed to produce such a variety of exquisite products. 

 

 (cont’d pg 5) 
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The Puebloans 

by Christopher Kolker         (cont’d from pg 4) 
 

As is the case for so much of archaeology, much of the time and expertise of archaeologists investigates the demise of 
the civilization. Mesa Verde’s demise was no different than other Puebloan settlements: drought.  An overreliance on 
maize led to over-farming, so when drought conditions became particularly severe around 1350, there simply wasn’t 
enough food grow to go around. The people of Mesa Verde had to relocate or face starvation.  
 

Most scholars today don’t think of it as a dissolution of a culture. Instead, that exodus follows a trend that has been part 
of the Puebloan culture for nearly 3000 years. A particular place becomes fertile and hospitable and is used. When 
climate changes occur and people must move on, they simply do. In the case of Mesa Verde, little evidence exists as to 
where the people went. However, due to the styles on the paucity of pottery found in the Four-Corners region during 
this era, it is thought they went further south toward southern Arizona and New Mexico, and perhaps the Santa Fe- 
Albuquerque region of central New Mexico. 
 

The Puebloans were a considerable nation when the Spanish encountered them nearly 16th-century.  Despite the un-
fortunate and customary stories of disease and violence from the new settlers, the Puebloan culture has remained strong 
and vibrant, and is considered a dominant culture in western New Mexico today. Pottery is still made, the traditions of 
the Puebloans continue, and the architecture of sandstone and adobe prevails throughout much of the region. 
 
The stamps.  Beautifully done, the Pueblo pottery stamps (Scott #1706-09) feature four distinct Puebloan 
communities:  The Zia, the San Ildefonso, the Hopi, and the Acoma.  Each of these communities, although distinctly 
Puebloan, are part of a whole separated into communities by both geography and linguistics: 
Keresan: family to which Western and Eastern Keres belong, considered by some a language isolate consisting of a dialect 
continuum spoken at the pueblos of Acoma, Laguna, Santa Ana, Zia, Cochiti, Kewa, and San Felipe. 
Kiowa-Tanoan:  stock to which the Tanoan (or Puebloan) branch belongs, consisting of three separate sub-branches: 
Towa: currently solely spoken at Jemez Pueblo. 
Tewa: the most widespread Tanoan language with several dialects, spoken at Ohkay Owingeh, San Ildefonsao, Santa 
Clara, Tesuque, Nambé, and Pojoaque Pueblos. 
Tiwa: the only Tanoan sub-branch consisting of separate languages:  
Northern Tiwa: a language with two dialects, one spoken at Taos and the other at Picuris. 
Southern Tiwa:  also consisting of two dialects, spoken at Sandia and Isleta Pueblos.  
Uzo-Aztecan: stock to which Hopi belongs, spoken exclusively at Hopi Pueblo. 
Zuni:  family to which Zuni belongs; it is a language isolate, currently spoken exclusively at Zuni Pueblo.  
(Taken from Wikipedia) 
 

  
 

  
 (cont’d pg 6) 
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The Puebloans 

by Christopher Kolker           (cont’d from pg 5) 
 

Each of these exquisite pieces is in a regional museum, having been produced between 1880-1920.  The stamps are 
photogravured to bring each work sharpness and clarity on the stamps. 
 

A single variation in the Scott catalogue exists.  A block or strip of 4 that is imperforated, as opposed to the usual 
perforations, can fetch up to $2000. 

     
Imperforated error                               Paper fold error 
 

 
 
Misperforations exist as well, also not acknowledged 
by the Scott Specialty Catalogue.  These stamps 
have an off-centered vertical perforation which cuts 
through the pictures of the pottery.  Prices for a 
misperforated plate block reach approximately $125. 
 
 

  
 

  
Yet another form of the paper fold error 
 

Other variations do exist.  Paper fold errors, where the margins are over-perforated in a variety of places and patterns 
also exist, with at least four having been identified by this author.  Unfortunately, Scott, even in their specialty catalogue, 
do not acknowledge these.  Pricing for these reaches approximately $150 on common auction websites. 
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Luang Prabang, UNESCO Site 

By Caroline Scannell 

 

     
Laos, UNESCO World Heritage Site - Luang Prabang, Scott # 1405-7, Feb 2, 1999  

Luang Prabang is a city in 
north central Laos, 
consisting of 58 adjacent 
villages, 33 of which 
comprise the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, listed 
in 1995 for unique and well 
preserved architectural, 
religious and cultural 
heritage. 

 

Luang Prabang is well known for its many Buddhist 
temples and monasteries.  The city was formerly the 
capital of a kingdom of the same name and had also 
been known by the ancient name of Xieng Thong and 
was the royal capital and seat of government of the 
Kingdom of Laos, until the Pathet Lao takeover in 
1975. It lies approximately 190 miles north of today’s 
capital Vientiane.  
 
According to the UNESCO website; “The town of 
Luang Prabang is an outstanding example of the fusion 
of traditional architecture and Lao urban structures 
with those built by the European colonial authorities in 
the 19th and 20th centuries. Its unique, remarkably 
well-preserved townscape illustrates a key stage in the 
blending of these two distinct cultural traditions.” 
 

 
Laos, Temples in Luang Prabang, Scott #1404A, Aug 1, 
1999 

 

    
Laos, Luang Prabang, Scott #1406-7, issued Feb 2, 1999 
 

<Laos, Wat Xieng Thong, 
Scott #C66, Jan 10, 1970 
 

There are a large number of 
sights in Luang Prabang, 
among those depicted on 
stamps are Wat That Luang, 
and Wat Xieng Thong, both 
important Buddhist Temples.  

             
Laos, Lion from Wat That Luang, Scott #37, Mar 30, 1973 
Laos, Religious Festival at That Luang, Scott #C94, issued Nov 18, 1972 
Laos, That Luang, Scott #194, Nov 19, 1969 
Laos, That Luang, Scott #980, July 25, 1990 
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Luang Prabang, UNESCO Site 

By Caroline Scannell 

 

Muang Sua was the old name of Luang Prabang following its conquest in 698CE by a Thai prince, Khun Lo, who had 
been awarded the town by his father, Khun Borom. Khun Lo established a dynasty whose fifteen rulers reigned over an 
independent Muang Sua for nearly a century.  
 

 

<< Laos Phousy Stupa, Scott #1473, Nov 23, 2000 
 
In the second half of the 8th century, Nan-chao intervened frequently in the affairs of the 
principalities of the middle Mekong Valley, resulting in the occupation of Muang Sua in 709. 
Nan-chao princes or administrators replaced the aristocracy of Tai overlords. Dates of the 
occupation are not known, but it probably ended well before the northward expansion of the 
Khmer empire under Indravarman I (r. 877–89) and extended as far as the territories of Sipsong 
Panna on the upper Mekong. 

  

The Khmers founded an outpost at Xay Fong near Vientiane, and Champa, (today’s VietNam) expanded again into 
southern Laos, maintaining its presence on the banks of the Mekong until 1070. Chanthaphanit, the local ruler of Xay 
Fong, moved north to Muang Sua and was accepted peacefully as ruler after the departure of the Nan-chao 
administrators.  
 

The dynasty eventually became involved in the squabbles of a number of principalities. Khun Chuang, a single family 
ruled over a far-flung territory and reinstituted the Siamese administrative system of the 7th century. At some point, 
Theravada Buddhism was subsumed by Mahayana Buddhism. 
 

Xieng Dong Xieng Thong experienced a brief period of Khmer suzerainty under Jayavarman VII, who is associated 
with Angkor Wat, from 1185 to 1191. In 1359 the Khmer king from Angkor gave the Phra Bang to his son-in-law, the 
first Lang Xang monarch Fa Ngum (1353-1373); to provide Buddhist legitimacy both to Fa Ngum's rule and by 
extension to the sovereignty of Laos and was used to spread Theravada Buddhism in the new kingdom.  
 

    
Laos Emerald Buddha  Laos Moving of the  
Scott #1393, 1998.       Buddha phabang in 
                                    Luang Prabang, 2001.  

 
  
The Phabang Buddha statue became the most sacred image of Luang Prabang and one of the city symbols. The Wat Ho 
Phabang in the Royal Palace garden, Luang Prabang was built to enshrine the Phabang Statue, although it is now 
housed in a richly ornamented shrine in the Royal Palace Museum. 
 
In Pi Mai Festival (New Year), the Buddha Phabang is been carried in a religious procession from the Royal Palace to 
Wat Mai. There the statue is exhibited at a shrine where it is ritually bathed by devout laypeople during Lao New Year 
festivities. 
 
The capital name was changed to Luangphabang, where it was kept, named after the Buddha image. The capital was 
moved in 1560 by King Setthathirath I to Vientiane, which remains the capital today. 
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Club News 

As you probably remember, every year the renewal has a vote for favorite article.  Some vote for just 3, some vote for 
each one.  The runaway winner this year had 13 favorite votes, 1 liked it and 1 okay.  But first, just like in those 
pageants, let’s start with last place.  Save Venice by Caroline Scannell got 3 favorite votes but only 20 points in total.   
 

Second place had a three way tie; which I have never seen before so in order of publication they are The Aztecs by 
Christopher Kolker, The rock art of Alta Fjord, Norway by Christopher Kolker and Tulum, The Beauty of the Mayas 
by Christopher Kolker.  Each garnered 13 votes which totaled 27 points each.   
 

The surprise winner, though I shouldn’t be surprised since several members have a special interest in Nubian 
Monuments, was 1959-2019: 60 Years “Save the Monuments of Nubia” by Jos Strengholt.  The lead article in this 
month’s issue was pulled in order to fit that one in and it had to be published in 2019 because, well, it was 60 years!  I 
did not realize that the first UNESCO effort to save monuments of history was started in 1959 with the planning of the 
Aswan High Dam.  Venice was the second effort and both are still works in progress.  This year Venice has suffered 
severe floods and with rising oceans it’s being debated what can be done today to save these structures.  I was there in 
the 1970s. 
 

Some time during 2020 I hope to cover some of the Crusades.  Israel, France and Britain have issued stamps that can 
illustrate some of this history or that period; as well as the surrounding Arab nations who have honored some of their 
heroes and battle scenes of that period.  I get topical stamp lists from the ATA and that’s where I get some of my ideas 
for articles. 

 

New Digs 

 

 
Armenia, issued Sept 30, 2019 
In 2019, a postage stamp dedicated to the theme “The 
Regional Commonwealth in the field of Communications 
Museums, 100th anniversary of the foundation of the 
History Museum of Armenia” was issued. 

 

 
Armenia definitive, issued Nov 27, 2019 
13th definitive issue. Kingdom of Ararat  
In 2019 on November 27th, 2 postage stamps dedicated 
to the theme “13th definitive issue. Kingdom of Ararat” 
are put into circulation. The postage stamps depict the 
seals of the Kingdom of Ararat.  The seals are dated 8th 
century BC. 

 
 

   

 
<< Austria(left) & Luxembourg(right), Roman 
emperor Charles V, souvenir sheet. issued Nov 8, 
2019 
 
Designed by David Gruber.  Emperor Charles V 
was the Habsburg monarch in whose realm “the 
sun never set”. This souvenir sheet, a joint issue, 
commemorates the powerful ruler. 
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New Digs 

The city was founded by the Slavs. As a town, Berestye in Kievan 
Rus was first mentioned in the Primary Chronicle in 1019 when 
the Kievan Rus took the stronghold from the Poles. It is one of 
the oldest cities in Belarus and was hotly contested between the 
Polish rulers (kings, principal dukes and dukes of Masovia) and 
Kievan Rus princes. Brest was laid waste by the Mongols in 
1241, and not rebuilt until 1275. Later it was part of the 
territory of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. In 1390 Brest 
became the first city in the lands that now comprise Belarus to 
receive Magdeburg rights. Its suburbs were burned by the 
Teutonic Knights in 1379. Brest became part of the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania in 1319. In the Polish–Lithuanian 
Commonwealth formed in 1569 the town became known in 
Polish as Brześć. Brześć became part of the Russian Empire 
under the name Brest-Litovsk or Brest-Litovskii, (literally 
"Lithuanian Brest") in the course of the Third Partition of the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in 1795. After World War I, 
and the rebirth of Poland in 1918, the government of the 
Second Polish Republic renamed the city as Brześć nad Bugiem 
("Brest on the Bug") on March 20, 1923.  After World War II   

 

 
Belarus, 1000 Years First Written Reference to 
Brest Souvenir Sheet, issued Sept 4, 2019 

the city became part of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic with the name simplified as Brest. 
 

 
Hungary, Castles, issued Sept 2, 2019 

Magyar Posta issued the next release in the Palaces 
and Castles series commenced in 2017 under the title 
Castles in Hungary. Forty thousand copies of the 
miniature sheet of eight stamps, which was designed 
by the graphic artist Eszter Domé, were produced by 
ANY Security Printing Company. The new issue will 
be available from Filaposta, philately specialist 
services, designated post offices and www.posta.hu 
from 2 September 2019. The new release shows the 
following historic castles in Hungary: Sirok Castle • 
the country’s sole surviving cave castle. 
Kinizsi Castle, Nagyvázsony • the castle of Pál 

Kinizsi, King Matthias’s legendary undefeated military commander.  Eger Castle • the site of the victory halting the 
1552 Ottoman onslaught. Szigetvár Castle • where in 1566 Miklós Zrínyi and his soldiers perished heroically when 
heavily outnumbered by the Ottoman army. Rákóczi Castle, Sárospatak • the emblematic castle of the Rákóczi 
dynasty, a fine example of Hungarian renaissance architecture. Pipó Castle, Ozora •the castle of the military leader 
Pipo de Ozora (Filippo Scolari), Count of Temesvár,which from the outset functioned both as a residence and the 
centre of the estate.Visegrád Castle • built by King Béla IV’s wife, Queen Mary, extended by Charles Robert and fully 
renovated during the reign of King Matthias. Csesznek Castle • erected during the great castle building period after the 
Mongol invasion, it was converted into a major fortification by the Garai family at the end of the 14th century. The 
Csesznek branch of the Esterházy family rebuilt it in the baroque style in the 17th and 18th centuries, but it was destroyed by an 
earthquake and fire in the 1810s.  The background of the miniature sheet is composed of a montage of the exteriors, interiors and 
facades of the castles. 
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New Digs 

 

(illustration on previous page)      

India, Historical Gates of Indian Forts & Monuments, issued Oct 19, 2019.  
Only a couple date back earlier than the 15th century.  A brief description of each follows:  Kashmere Gate, Delhi - A 
library established by the Mughal prince Dara Shikoh still exists in Kashmere Gate, and is being run as an archaeological 
museum by the Archaeological Survey of India.   Roomi Darwaza, Lucknow - Rumi means Muslim philosopher and 
scholar maulana Rumi. It is believed that the gate is called Rumi gate after a 13th-century Muslim Sufi mystic, Jalal ad-
Din Muhammad Rumi.   Koto Gate, Bikaner - Prior to the mid-15th century, the region that is now Bikaner was a 
barren wilderness called Jangladesh. Rao Bika established the city of Bikaner in 1488. He was the first son of Maharaja 
Rao Jodha of the Rathore clan, the founder of Jodhpur and conquered the largely arid country in the north of 
Rajasthan. Bikaner was considered an oasis on the trade route between Central Asia and the Gujarat coast as it had 
adequate spring water. Bika built a fort in 1478, which is now in ruins, and a hundred years later a new fort was built 
about 1.5 km from the city center, known as the Junagarh Fort   Jorawar Singh Gate, Jaipur - It was built in 1727 
when the city was founded by Maharaja Jai Singh II.   Magazine Gate, Ajmer - A recently released postal stamp 
depicting the main gate of Akbar’s Fort in Ajmer has courted controversy. The department of posts named the stamp 
as ‘Magazine Gate’ instead of ‘Akbar Fort’s main gate’ as listed in the gazette notification of 1968. The state department 
of archaeology and museums has accused the department of posts of keeping them in the dark.  Ironically, the 
Magazine Gate officially existed outside the fort which was built during the British period much later in Roman style 
architecture. The fort was built by the Mughal emperor in 1570 for his prolonged stays in Ajmer.   Sardar Market 
Gate, Jodhpur - Sardar Market of Jodhpur is one of the popular landmark along with Ghanta Ghar or Clock Tower. 
There is a big gate with name of the market called Sardar Market Girdikot.   Delhi Gate, Delhi - The southern gate of 
many in the historic walled city of (Old) Delhi, or Shahjahanabad. The gate links the New Delhi city with the old walled 
city of Delhi. It stands in the middle of the road, at the end of Netaji Subhash Chandra Road (or Netaji Subhash Marg), 
at the edge of the Daryaganj.  The Gate was built by Emperor Shah Jahan in 1638 as part of the rubble– built high fort 
walls that encircled the Shahjahanabad, the seventh city of Delhi. The emperor used this gate to go to the Jama Masjid 
for prayer.  Buland Darwaza, Fatehpur Sikri – Built by Mughal Emperor Akbar in 1601, located in the Fatehpur 
Sikri, Agra District, Uttar Pradesh, India, it was built as a victory arch in a mix of Hindu and Persian styles. 

 

   
 

Lebanon (left) and Egypt 
(right) , Dome of the Rock, 
Jerusalem, no further 
information available on 
Lebanon Post website or the 
Egyptian Post website, no 
issue date known at this time.  
The same design was likely 
issued by several Arab 

countries as “The Unified  

Arab Stamp 2019”.  The Dome of the Rock is an Islamic shrine located on the Temple Mount in the Old City of 
Jerusalem. Initially completed in 691–92CE at the order of Umayyad Caliph Abd al-Malik during the Second Fitna on 
the site of the Second Jewish Temple, destroyed during the Roman Siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE. The original dome 
collapsed in 1015 and was rebuilt in 1022–23. The Dome of the Rock is in its core one of the oldest extant works of 
Islamic architecture.  A UNESCO World Heritage Site, it has been called "Jerusalem's most recognizable landmark," 
along with two nearby Old City structures, the Western Wall, and the "Resurrection Rotunda" in the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre. It is the earliest archaeologically-attested religious structure to be built by a Muslim ruler and the 
building's inscriptions contain the earliest epigraphic proclamations of Islam and of the prophet Muhammad. 
The Dome is maintained by the Ministry of Awqaf in Amman, Jordan.  Until the mid-twentieth century, non-Muslims 
were not permitted in the area. Since 1967, non-Muslims have been permitted limited access; however non-Muslims are 
not permitted to pray on the Temple Mount, bring prayer books, or wear religious apparel. The Israeli police help 
enforce this. For a short time during 2012 Israel restricted access of Palestinian residents of the West Bank to the 
Temple Mount. West Bank Palestinian men had to be over 35 to be eligible for a permit. Palestinian residents of 
Jerusalem, who hold Israeli residency cards, and Palestinians with Israeli citizenship are permitted unrestricted access.  
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New Digs 
 

 

 
Luxembourg, Bock Casemates, issued 
Nov 8, 2019. 

In 963, Count Siegfried built a fortified castle on the Bock promontory, 
which was soon to become the cradle of the city. In the course of the 
centuries, on the western side, mighty ring walls were added.  The best 
builder-engineers of the new masters (the Burgundians, the Spaniards, the 
French, the Austrians and the German Confederation) eventually turned 
the city into one of the most powerful emplacements in the world, called 
the “Gibraltar of the North”. Its defenses were bolstered by three fortified 
rings with 24 forts, 16 other strong defensive works and a unique 23km 
long network of casemates: these could not only shelter thousands of

soldiers and their horses, but also housed workshops, kitchens, bakeries, slaughter- houses etc. In 1867, after the 
declaration of neutrality, the military withdrew from the fortress and during the following 16 years 90% of the defenses 
were demolished. In 1875, the superstructure of the Bock, a tremendous construction, was razed. However, it proved to 
be impossible to blow up the casemates, without also demolishing part of the city, so the entrances and the key 
connecting galleries were sealed. In spite of this, 17kms of tunnels remain, often on different levels and tremendous 
stairways penetrate up to 40 metres inside the rock face.  The Casemates was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in 1994. 
 

  
Madagascar, Prehistoric times Sheetlet, this is an illegal issue, as are most 
from Madagascar.  Please read the announcement below.  Caveat Emptor 
when it comes to some of these topical stamps issued by countries that 
have nothing to do with what they depict.  Togo on the next page may be 
another. 
 

 

 

"Paositra Malagasy also takes this opportunity to point out that Madagascan postage stamps issued officially since 2002 
are visible on the UPU's WNS website."  Madagascar has been consistently updated with their new issues on the WNS 
system so you can depend on the system telling you what has been officially issued. My advice is to not buy the newest 
Madagascar stamps unless you buy them directly from the post or wait until they are listed on the WNS system.  
Madagascar has been consistently updated with their new issues on the WNS system so you can depend on the system 
telling you what has been officially issued. My advice is to not buy the newest Madagascar stamps unless you buy them 
directly from the post or wait until they are listed on the WNS system.  The 2016 circular 39 again stresses that you can 
view all legally issued stamps for Madagascar on the WNS website and so far this is correct. 

www.golowesstamps.com 
 

    

<< Slovakia,  Bronze & Silver 
Artifacts Setenant Pair Joint Issue with 
People’s Republic of China, issued 
Oct 7, 2019 
 

Bronze Phalera from Pondunajske 
Biskupice and Chram Famen Silver 
Incense Burner. 

(cont’d next pg)
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New Digs 

Slovakia  Joint Issue with People’s Republic of China 
The first written account of Podunajské Biskupice dates to 1221. In April 21, 1704 a battle between the Hungarian 
rebels (Kurucs) and Danes (Battle of Biskupice).  It became an official part of Bratislava on 1 January 1972. The Chram 
Famen Silver Incense Burner from the Famen Temple from the People’s Republic of China. 
This joint stamp is organized on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations between 
China and Slovak. It captures the most important archaeological finds from the reign of the Tang Dynasty (618-907) 
and shows similar cultural aspects of the two at a glance diametrically different cultures, but which come into contact 
through trade on the Silk Road.  From the 6th to early 8th century, the territory of contemporary Slovakia under the 
rule of the Avars, a nomadic tribe of Turkic origin from the interior of Asia. According to some Byzantine authors, for 
example. Menander Protector, it was a strain Varchonitov (War and Chun), who as slaves allegedly escaped from the 
Turkic khanate contained in Central Asia between 559 - 659. Avari after arrival in Central Europe continued to prosper 
through barter trade with oriental goods destined for the Silk Road west. An important role of intermediaries in the 
context of cultural and spiritual exchange between East and West played Sogdiyskaya while traders also contributed to 
the expansion of Zoroastrianism in other areas. In 568 gained, as some Turkic tribes, permission from the Byzantine 
Empire to trade on the Silk Road.  The most important archaeological finds of the Avar Khaganate period is the burial 
in Bratislava-Podunajské Biskupice, which was uncovered in 2017 during its preparatory work for the construction of 
ring road expressway D4 / R7. During the research 485 graves were examined, most of them remained intact. Among 
the findings was the most represented crockery typical Slavic motifs in the form of wave lines. Other eye-catching 
findings undoubtedly belonged jewelry and ornaments from graves of women and men. Especially in the graves of men 
buried the horse was found a number of decorative iron and bronze fittings belts with plant and geometric motifs. 
 

The Cantabri had already been declared enemies of Rome since before the well-known 
Cantabrian Wars. In combat, to defend themselves, they wore a breastplate, leather 
helmet and shield. For the attack, they were usually equipped with javelins, spears, small 
swords and daggers, as well as a double-headed axe.  They were superb horsemen and, 
during battle, sang war songs. They were considered particularly brave and brutal men, as 
well as lethal.  Once they had conquered the territory of Regio Cantabrorum, the Romans 
began to settle in the territory driving the tribes down from the mountains and hill-forts 
towards the valleys, where they were enslaved. 
In the spring of 26 BC, the emperor himself, Octavian Augustus headed to Hispania to 
supervise all operations on the Peninsula, focussing on the Cantabrian territory. The 
empire was forced to bring 7 legions due to the ferocity of the Cantabri. But the 
Cantabrian Army resisted and held out in the face of the onslaught.  A large Roman 
offensive was finally able to overcome the Cantabri. 

 
Spain, Cantabrian War 29-
19BC, issued Nov 6, 2019 

In 24BC the Cantabrians launched a counter-attack by resuming their war effort by ambushing the Roman troops. 
Their bravery and leadership for the war impressed the Romans and other cultures, and there are traces of Roman 
warriors in places as far away as Palestine, Britannia or the Danube. The Romans took ten years to take control of the 
Cantabrian lands, and it can be said that they never completely succeeded in doing so.  In the framework of the 57th 
National Philatelic Exhibition (EXFILNA), held this year in Santander, Correos wants to commemorate this historic 
deed that manifests the nature of these lands, with a Cantabrian stamp representing the detail of an ancient Roman map 
of the area, as well as the green mountains that decorate the landscape of this corner of Northern Spain.  In the 
foreground is a picture of the Monument devoted to Cantabria in Santander. Next to it, two of the famous Cantabrian 
stelae, one of them, the Stele from Zurita, preserved in the Museum of Prehistory and Archaeology of Cantabria. 
From Correos Espana 
 

   
<< Syria, highlights Aramaic for the International Year 
of Indigenous Languages, issued  Sept 14 2019 
 
 

Aramaic is a Semitic language which was the lingua 
franca of much of the Near East from about 7th century 
BC until the 7th century AD, when it was largely replaced 
by Arabic. Classical or Imperial Aramaic was the main 
language of the Persian, Babylonian and Assyrian 
empires and spread as far as Greece and the Indus valley.  
After Alexander the Great destroyed the Persian Empire, 
Aramaic ceased to be the official language of any major 
state, though continued to be spoken widely. It was 
during this period that Aramaic split into western and 
eastern dialects.  
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New Digs 

 

Syria, highlights Aramaic 
Aramaic was once the main language of the Jews and appears in some of the Dead Sea Scrolls. It is still used as a 
liturgical language by Christian communities in Syria, Lebanon and Iraq, and is spoken by small numbers of people in 
Iraq, Turkey, Iran, Armenia, Georgia and Syria.  Today Biblical Aramaic, Jewish Neo-Aramaic dialects and the Aramaic 
language of the Talmud are written in the Hebrew alphabet, while the Syriac alphabet is used to write Syriac and 
Christian Neo-Aramaic dialects, and the Mandaic alphabet is used for Mandaic.  
The Aramaic alphabet was adapted from the Phoenician alphabet during the 8th century BC and was used to write the 
Aramaic language until about 600 AD. The Aramaic alphabet was adapted to write quite a few other languages, and 
developed into a number of new alphabets, including the Hebrew square script and cursive script, Nabataean, Syriac, 
Palmyrenean, Mandaic, Sogdian, Mongolian and probably the Old Turkic script.  
 

  
Togo, Egyptian Monuments Sheetlet of 4 Different and Souvenir Sheet of one with 
the pyramids and god Horus in selvage.      

Block depicts Hatshepsuts 
Temple, the Step Pyramid, 
many Pyramids and Abu Simbel 
Rameses’ Temple, Souvenir 
Sheet stamp depicts the Sphinx 
with the Pyramids in the 
background. 
  
The message under Madagascar 
may also apply here as there are 
few stamps listed by WNS.  I 
will be checking in the next few 
months. 

 

 
Uzbekistan, the Great Silk Road, souvenir sheet and 2 stamps, issued 2019.   
A caravan at rest is depicted on the souvenir sheet. 
 
 

Connecting eastern and western 
margins of Eurasian continent, 
extended routes of the Silk Road 
crossed China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbek-
istan. On the east the road led to Korea 
and Japan; on the west to Russia, 
Eastern and Western Europe; on the 
south to India and Middle East on 
south-west. This was a transit road with 
two-way movement of goods, scientific 
ideas and achievements, as well as 
cultural and religious values. At certain 
period of time Silk Road used to be 
important and quick means of 
disseminating information through 
merchants, travelers and diplomats. 

Archaeology Today 

 

Ancient Humans Survived Longer Than Previously Thought 
Homo erectus evolved around two million years ago, and was the first known human species to walk fully upright. New 
dating evidence shows it survived until just over 100,000 years ago on the Indonesian island of Java - long after it had 
vanished elsewhere. In the 1930s, 12 Homo erectus skull caps and two lower leg bones were found in a bone bed 20 
metres above the Solo River at Ngandong in central Java. Researchers have since attempted to date the fossils, but this 
proved difficult because the surrounding geology is complex and details of the original excavations became confused. In 
the 1990s, one team came up with unexpectedly young ages of between 53,000 and 27,000 years ago. 
   Now, researchers led by Prof Russell Ciochon of the University of Iowa opened up new excavations of an untouched 

(cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeology Today 

 

Ancient Humans Survived Longer Than Previously Thought 
reserve area on the terraces beside the Solo River, providing what they describe as a definitive age for the bone bed of 
between 117,000 and 108,000 years - the most recent known record of Homo erectus anywhere in the world.  On other 
islands in South-East Asia, Homo erectus appears to have evolved into smaller forms, such as Homo floresiensis - the 
"Hobbit" - on Flores, and Homo luzonensis in the Philippines. The fossils represent a period when open woodlands 
were transforming into rainforest. No Homo erectus are found after this time, and there's a gap with no human activity 
at all until Homo sapiens arrives on Java around 39,000 years ago. 
Edited from Nature, BBC (18 December 2019) 
 

Comparing the Teeth of Denisovans and Modern Asians 
Until recently, the fossil record for Denisovans consisted of two teeth and a small finger bone, all from one cave in 
Siberia, so the discovery in mid-2019 of a Denisovan jaw bone in Tibet was the first found outside the cave. Its second 
lower molar has three roots - a characteristic common of the first molar in contemporary Asian populations, present in 
up to 40 percent of individuals compared to less than 3.5 percent in non-Asian populations, but still only 1.9 percent of 
second molars in groups with the highest frequency this trait. 
  Detailed study of the Denisovan molar from Tibet reveals that although they have three roots their configuration is 
different than in modern human populations - not only with regards to its size and shape, but also its position - so the 
genetic variation that caused three roots in Tibet is probably different to that which caused molars with three roots in 
modern populations. 
Edited from PhysORG (17 December 2019) 
 

The Top Discoveries of 2019  -  per Archaeology Magazine 

             
Old Kingdom Tomb,       Maya Subterranean World   Neolithic Henge Feasts       On the Origin of apples     Mideval Female Scribe 
Saqqara, Egypt                Chichen Itza, Mexico             Wiltshire, England             Tuzusai, Kazakhstan          Dalheim, Germany 
 

                
New Golden House Room   Peruvian Mass Sacrifice    Denisovans at Altitude    Tomb of the Silver Dragons    Norman Conquest Coins  
Rome, Italy                            Pampa la Cruz, Peru        Xiahe, China                    Arkhangai, Mongolia               Chew Valley, England 

 

Viking Runestone May Trace Its Roots to Fear of Extreme Weather 
Sweden’s Rök stone, raised by a father commemorating his recently deceased son, may contain allusions to an 
impending period of catastrophic cold.  Sometime in the early ninth century, an anxious Viking mourning the death of 
his son began to worry that winter was coming. To cope, he channeled his fears into a wordy essay he then 
painstakingly chiseled onto the surface of a five-ton slab of granite. This unusual origin story may be behind the 
creation of Sweden’s Rök stone, an eight-foot-tall monolith whose enigmatic etchings, which comprise the world’s 
longest known runic inscription, have puzzled researchers for more than a century. Writing in Futhark: International 
Journal of Runic Studies, a team led by Per Holmberg, a scholar of Swedish language at the University of Gothenburg, 
argues that its text, interpreted as a grieving father’s eulogy of his dead son, may also contain allusions to a broader 
crisis: an impending period of extreme cold. 
  These new interpretations don’t refute the paternal tribute or diminish the tragedy of the death itself. But as the 
authors explain, it may widen the scope of the stone’s broader message. The Rök stone’s five visible sides are speckled 
with more than 700 runes, most of which are still intact. The monolith’s text hints that it was raised by a man named 

Varinn around 800AD to commemorate his recently deceased son  Vāmōðʀ.  The runes also mention a monarch many  
(cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeology Today 

Viking Runestone May Trace Its Roots to Fear of Extreme Weather 
suspect was Theodoric the Great, a sixth-century ruler of the Ostrogoths who died in 526, about three centuries prior. 
The study’s findings, which drew on previous archaeological evidence, might help make sense of this somewhat 
anachronistic reference. Shortly after Theodoric’s reign ended, reports Agence France-Presse, a series of volcanic 
eruptions appear to have plunged what’s now Sweden into a prolonged cold snap, devastating crop fields and 
prompting starvation and mass extinctions. 

 

Between the years 775 and 810, three anomalies occurred: a solar storm, an especially cool 
summer, and a near-total solar eclipse. Between 536 and 550, as much as half the population 
of the Scandinavian Peninsula may have died, fueling a climatic cautionary tale that likely 
lingered for many decades after, according to Michelle Lim of CNN. Fittingly, writes Becky 
Ferreira for Vice, the stone’s inscriptions make reference to “nine generations”—enough to 
span the 300-year gap. Shaken by tales of this sixth-century crisis, Varinn may have feared the 
worst when he witnessed another unnerving event around the time of the Rök stone’s 
creation. Between the years 775 and 810, three anomalies occurred: a solar storm, an especially 
cool summer, and a near-total solar eclipse, each of which could have been mistaken as a 
harbinger of another prolonged cold spell, says study author Bo Graslund, an archaeologist at

Uppsala University, in a statement. 
To make matters worse, eclipses and intense winters both feature prominently in Norse mythology as potential signs of 
Ragnarök, a series of events purported to bring about the demise of civilization. Varinn’s concerns, it seems, were more 
than understandable. A liberal read of some of the text’s imagery could fall in line with a climatic interpretation as well, 
the researchers argue. A series of “battles” immortalized on the stone, for instance, may have been a reference not to a 
clash between armies, but the chaos of climate change. Plenty of the Rök stone’s mysteries remain unsolved, and future 
work could still refute this new interpretation. But if Varinn truly did have climate on the brain, his fears about the 
fragility of the world still ring eerily true today: When severe enough, global change can truly be a “conflict between 
light and darkness, warmth and cold, life and death.” 
By Katherine J. Wu, smithsonianmag.com,  January 10, 2020  
 

Archaeologists Excavate 200 More Chinese Terracotta Warriors 
The clay figures are part of the vast subterranean army built to protect the formidable emperor Qin Shi Huang in the 
afterlife.  In 1974, farmers digging a well in China’s Shaanxi province stumbled upon fragments of a life-size clay figure 
crafted in the shape of a battle-ready soldier. Subsequent excavations revealed a stunning, now-iconic archaeological 
discovery: an army of “terracotta warriors”. The clay army flanks the mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi Huang, whose 
short but formidable reign lasted from 221 to 210 BC. Archaeologists estimate that 7,000 warriors, more than 2,000 of 
which have since been excavated, were interred alongside the emperor. Now, the state-run Xinhua news agency has 
announced the discovery of an additional 200 soldiers, as well as a large number of weapons, in the emperor’s tomb. 
  The finds were made over the course of the 10-year excavation of “No. 1 Pit,” the largest of three major pits 
containing the fascinating figures. (A fourth pit discovered during early digs turned out to be empty, suggesting the 
burial project was abandoned before it could be finished.) Shen Maosheng, the researcher who headed the excavation, 
tells Xinhua that most of the newly discovered warriors were sculpted into one of two positions: either clutching pole 
weapons, with their right arms bent and fists partially clenched, or carrying bows, with their right arms hanging at ease. 
The figures were arranged in different positions within the pit based on their military tasks; details on their armor and 
clothing point to their rank. This individuality is one of the soldiers’ more remarkable qualities: All figures found thus 
far boast distinct expressions, hairstyles and physical features. 
  Archaeologists also discovered a trove of other relics, among them 12 clay horses, the remains of two chariots, colored 
shields, bronze swords, bows, weapons stored in boxes and traces of building sites.  The subterranean army was created 
at the behest of Qin Shi Huang shortly after his accession to the throne of the Qin state at age 13. He conquered the 
warring states that surrounded him, creating the first unified Chinese empire, and enacted a number of measures to 
centralize his administration and bolster infrastructure. In addition to standardizing weights, measures and the written 
language, the young ruler constructed a series of fortifications that later became the basis for the Great Wall and built 
networks of roads and canals. 
  Qin Shi Huang is said to have been keenly interested in immortality. According to Encyclopedia Britannica, Qin Shi 
Huang embarked on a series of “imperial inspection tours” in part because he hoped to find magicians or alchemists 
who could provide him with an elixir of life. Although these efforts proved fruitless, the emperor likely aspired to 
continue his supremacy after death.  His 20-square-mile  funerary compound is  presumed to be a facsimile of the court 

(cont’d next pg) 

Page  # 16                                                                                            The Old World Archaeologist  / January 2020 

https://www.ancient.eu/Theodoric_the_Great/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/08/viking-runestone-may-allude-to-extreme-winter-study-says
https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/09/world/runestone-climate-crisis-intl-hnk-scli-scn/index.html
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/akwg7a/1200-year-old-viking-runestone-may-warn-of-climate-change-study-says
https://hum.gu.se/english/current/news/Nyhet_detalj/the-vikings-erected-a-runestone-out-of-fear-of-a-climate-catastrophe.cid1669170
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ragnar%C3%B6k
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/01/200108161329.htm
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/author/katherine-j-wu/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Qin-Shi-Huang
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/terra-cotta-soldiers-on-the-march-30942673/
http://www.sci-news.com/archaeology/terracotta-army-weapons-07065.html
http://www.sci-news.com/archaeology/terracotta-army-weapons-07065.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/31/c_138669212.htm
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/xian-tombs
https://mli.cgu.edu/people/shen-maosheng/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/were-terracotta-warriors-based-on-actual-people-180954321/
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/south-east-se-asia/china-art/a/terracotta-warriors-from-the-mausoleum-of-the-first-qin-emperor-of-china
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Qin-Shi-Huang
https://www.britannica.com/place/Qin-tomb


 

Archaeology Today 

 

Archaeologists Excavate 200 More Chinese Terracotta Warriors 
that surrounded him during his lifetime. The emperor’s mausoleum has not been opened due to preservation concerns 
and the possibility of booby traps, but ancient writings indicate it was “filled with models of palaces, pavilions and 
offices.” Experts think Qin Shi Huang’s sprawling array of terracotta warriors was meant to protect him in the afterlife. 
By Brigit Katz,  smithsonianmag.com, January 3, 2020  
 

What We Can Learn From Ötzi the Iceman’s Hunting Pack 
The famed Copper Age mummy’s bowstring is the world’s oldest known specimen 

 
(South Tyrol Museum) 
 

Ötzi the Iceman never had a chance to take his shot. When he was killed in the Alps some 5,300 
years ago, his bow and most of his arrows were still works in progress.  A new study published in 
the Journal of Neolithic Archaeology takes a closer look at the Iceman’s hunting kit, which was 
impeccably preserved in a glacier until Ötzi’s discovery in 1991.The ice “is like a deep freezer: 
Nothing spoils there, and the ice preserves for thousands of years,” says Albert Hafner, an 
archaeologist at the University of Bern and a co-author of the study, to Atlas Obscura’s Isaac 
Schultz. Thanks to the glacier’s preservative properties, Ötzi’s weapons and tools, from his 
doeskin quiver to his feather-fletched arrows, kept their shape. Now, they’re the world’s oldest 
known hunting kit, stored at the South Tyrol Museum of Archaeology in Italy.  What really 
caught the researchers’ attention was the Iceman’s bowstring, loosely wrapped and stored in the 
quiver. Prehistoric bowstrings are among the rarest archaeological finds. The oldest known 
bowstrings outside of Ötzi’s come from Egyptian graves dated to between 2200 and 1900 BC, 
making the Iceman’s bowstring, dated to between 3300 and 3100 BC, the oldest by a millennium. 
Ötzi’s bowstring was made of three strands of animal sinew twisted into a cord, according to the 

new analysis. “I don’t personally think that sinew is a really good material for bowstrings,” Jürgen Junkmanns, co-
author of the study and an expert in ancient bow use, tells Schultz. Although the material is inelastic and sensitive to 
water, he says, “Obviously the Stone Age hunters thought different.” When stretched out over the length of the bow, 
the cord would have been between two to three millimeters thick. The notches of the two fully constructed arrows in 
Ötzi’s quiver, complete with flint arrowheads and three half-feathers glued to the arrows with birch tar, would have fit it 
perfectly. But the yew branch intended for the bow was only half-finished, and at roughly six feet long, significantly 
taller than its 5-foot-2 owner.  Ötzi probably intended to whittle his unfinished bow down further, shortening and 
thinning it to match his own height. But he never had the chance. As revealed by an X-ray in 2001, the Iceman was 
felled by an arrow to the left shoulder sometime during early summer. 
  To date, researchers have analyzed the clothes Ötzi wore, the mosses frozen with him, his last meal, his tattoos and 
even his voice. While the Iceman’s bad luck may have proven fatal for him, his death ultimately provided modern 
archaeologists with an unsurpassed window into Copper Age Europe. 
By Theresa Machemer,  smithsonianmag.com ,  January 3, 2020  

 

Archaeologists Are Unearthing the Stories of the Past Faster Than Ever Before 
Recent research helps reveal the origins of humans, determine what ancient people ate and monitor historical sites from 
the sky.  In 1924, a 3-year-old child’s skull found in South Africa forever changed how people think about human 
origins.  The Taung Child, our first encounter with an ancient group of proto-humans or hominins called 
australopithecines, was a turning point in the study of human evolution. This discovery shifted the focus of human 
origins research from Europe and Asia onto Africa, setting the stage for the last century of research on the continent 
and into its “Cradles of Humankind.” 
  Few people back then would’ve been able to predict what scientists know about evolution today, and now the pace of 
discovery is faster than ever. Even since the turn of the 21st century, human origins textbooks have been rewritten over 
and over again. Just 20 years ago, no one could have imagined what scientists know two decades later about humanity’s 
deep past, let alone how much knowledge could be extracted from a thimble of dirt, a scrape of dental plaque or 
satellites in space. 
Human fossils are outgrowing the family tree.  In Africa, there are now several fossil candidates for the earliest hominin 
dated to between 5 and 7 million years ago, when we know humans likely split off from other Great Apes based on 
differences in our DNA.  Although discovered in the 1990s, publication of the 4.4 million year old skeleton nicknamed 
“Ardi” in 2009 changed scientists’ views on how hominins began walking. 

( cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeologists Are Unearthing the Stories of the Past Faster Than Ever Before 
  Rounding out our new relatives are a few australopithecines, including Australopithecus deryiremeda and Australopithecus 
sediba, as well as a potentially late-surviving species of early Homo that reignited debate about when humans first began 
burying their dead. 
  Perspectives on our own species have also changed. Archaeologists previously thought Homo sapiens evolved in Africa 
around 200,000 years ago, but the story has become more complicated. Fossils discovered in Morocco have pushed that 
date back to 300,000 years ago, consistent with ancient DNA evidence. This raises doubts that our species emerged in 
any single place. 
  This century has also brought unexpected discoveries from Europe and Asia. From enigmatic “hobbits” on the 
Indonesian island of Flores to the Denisovans in Siberia, our ancestors may have encountered a variety of other 
hominins when they spread out of Africa. Just this year, researchers reported a new species from the Philippines.  
Anthropologists are realizing that our Homo sapiens ancestors had much more contact with other human species than 
previously thought. Today, human evolution looks less like Darwin’s tree and more like a muddy, braided stream. 
Ancient DNA reveals old relationships: 
Many recent discoveries have been made possible by the new science of ancient DNA.  Since scientists fully sequenced 
the first ancient human genome in 2010, data from thousands of individuals have shed new insights on our species’ 
origins and early history.  One shocking discovery is that although our lineages split up to 800,000 years ago, modern 
humans and Neanderthals mated a number of times during the last Ice Age. This is why many people today possess 
some Neanderthal DNA. 
By Elizabeth Sawchuk, Mary Prendergast The Conversation,  smithsonianmag.com,  December 26, 2019  

 

Pre-Inca Temple Dedicated to Water Cult Discovered in Peru 
Tucked away in northwestern Peru, in the Zana Valley, in an area known as Oyotun, you can find the Huaca El Toro 
site, where archaeologists from the Royal Tombs of Sipan Museum have just uncovered a megalithic temple, the first to 
be found in the valley.  
   It is believed that the temple had evolved in three stages. The first stage was during the period from 1500 BCE to 800 
BCE, which was the timespan referred to as the Formative or Neo-Indian Period. This was a period of major social 
development as well as an increase in monument building. This was when the original clay foundations were laid down 
forming a base for the main construction which consisted of large rocks, transported to the site from mountains located 
over 3 km away. The rocks were then carved in situ.  
   The temple had been built at the confluence of two rivers, which joined to form the Zana River. This location gave 
rise to the theory that the temple was dedicated to a Water Cult.  
   An archaeologist from the team, Edgar Bracamonte, believes that this theory is supported by the evidence of a series 
of wells in the area, showing that the occupants of the valley had a good understanding of weather patterns and the 
rainy/dry seasons. He also believed that its location was also a form of 'territorial symbolism', a trait of the Formative 
Period, an era of spectacular social transformation marked by the development of social stratification and monument 
building. The next period of occupation, evidenced by several burial tombs, occurred during the time of the Chumy 
People and this was followed by occupants  of the Chavin Culture before being finally abandoned in approximately 250 
BCE. 
Edited from Live Science (20 Nov 2019), International Business Times (21 Nov 2019) 

 

Have you visited out website recently?   A membership application is 
available for printing, so is a flyer advertising our club.  They print 
easily for those of you attending stamp shows around the country to 
leave at the literature table.  We are still trying to update our old 
website, once that is done we hope to have a volunteer to keep it up 
to date. 
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