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Tenochtitlan, Aztec Capital 
 
The Aztecs  -  The name alone conjures both fear and pity.  Fear, due to the findings of human sacrifices at so many of 
their religious sites.  Pity, as to their complete and easy defeat by the Spaniards.   Yet despite the violence that 
permeated their culture, religion dominated their life.  Archeology still finds pieces of the Aztec’s religious matrix that 
tied into every part of their lifestyle. The Aztecs followed their pantheon primitively, yet, it drove them to advanced 
discoveries and ambitious developments. The Aztecs created grandiose architecture, beautiful imagery, and became the 
dominant power in Mexico.  Today, we ponder how a wandering civilization grew to be such an effective government. 
 
The Aztecs were first a nomadic civilization from Aztlan, an unknown location in the North, to Mexico in 1345.  They 
perfected agricultural and irrigational techniques to gain full use of the sun and heavy rain. This resulted in them 
producing an abundance of different crops that they traded with other civilizations. From the late 1300s to the early 
1400s, they grew to become one of the rival empires in Mesoamerica. When the Tepanec empire erupted into civil war 
on 1428, the Aztecs formed an alliance with Texcoco and the Tacubans to conquer their capital, Azcapotzalco.  The 
Aztec capital, Tenochtitlan, continued to grow and took control of the alliance. They continued to enjoy their success 
until Hernan Cortes launched the Spanish conquest in 1521, ending their reign in what would be called Mexico. Today, 
we can only study the archeology to salvage understanding of the once great empire. 
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From the Editor:   

 

I have just read in Linns Oct 29 issue that postage is going 
up, but not for OWASU!  The journal is 2 ounces or 3 
ounces, while 2 oz will advance from $1.21 to $1.25, 3 oz will 
decrease from $1.42 to $1.40.  We will either be spending 4c 
more or 2c less for postage in the United States.  Canada is a 
question mark until I actually get this issue to the post office.  
This should offset the ink which has gone from (black) 
$21.99 to $31.99 and (color) $18.99 to $21.99.   
 
Fortunately, as you all have noticed, OWASU has taken over 
the Americas!  This has increased the weight of each issue by 
0.4 oz.  There will be no change in the name of the 
organization.   
 
The last stamp show I attended was NOJEX, in the wilds of 
Secaucus, NJ, where I was informed that a show will take 
place in NYC May 31-June 2.  I am looking forward to it and 
hope there will be exhibits so I can put up my one frame.  
And if there is a shortage or full frames I can put up the one 
framer advertising OWASU.  If not, I will keep it at the ATA 
table for patrons to peruse. 
 
Get out your piggy banks, I just found out the theme for the 
Europa stamps in 2020 will be "Ancient Postal Routes".  
This should provide material for years!  The July issue may 
be heavy on the New Digs as most of the Europa stamps are 
issued in May.  Let’s see how this effects my collection of 
UPU and Thurn & Taxis post.  Do I need 2 copies? 3 
copies?  Aside from Persia I can’t think of any real ancient 
postal routes.  Let’s see how this one plays out.  Ancient may 
be 1500+, which falls very much outside the scope of this 
publication. 
 
Last March (2017) we had some real blizzards here on Long 
Island, leaving a foot of snow between 4am-7am or 8am, 
with temperatures climbing into the 40s by 10am and me 
getting into my car and going by 11am.  I have run into Santa 
several times during December and advised him I am 
looking forward to a similar situation this winter.  Just in case 
I bought 60 pounds of de-icer.  Most of my neighbors have 
dogs so I get the one that is guaranteed not to harm paws. 
  
Wishing everyone a happy, healthy and prosperous 2019! 
 
 

Caroline 

  



The Aztecs 

By Christopher Kolker      (Cont’d. from pg 1) 
 

We will start with the common man at home: Aztec homes were made from everyday material. Walls were made with 
wood or stone and the floors left bare.  The Aztecs demonstrated architectural intelligence by digging trenches into the 
ground for their walls. This allowed them to stay upright and stand against light floods and rain.  By building their 
house atop mounds and hills, this further ensured protection from flooding.  
 
Roofs were made by bundling straw together.  Heavy rain frequently swamped their houses, which would weigh the 
straw until it collapsed. In response, the Aztecs used two slabs of straw for the rain to slide off during downpour.  This 
was such an advanced technique that we still take their idea into today’s architecture in the form of drainpipes. Inside 
this one-room house, an idol stood in a prominent area of worship.  
 
Nobles however, had much more lavish accommodations. Their houses had many rooms, each decorated with charms, 
idols, paintings, and treasures. Their house included a garden. Instead of the straw roof, nobles had a stone roof to 
protect them and their possessions. While a noble’s home was a feat of architecture, the Aztec’s engineering brilliance 
showed primarily through their religious buildings. 
 
Religious pyramids best showed the main source of the Aztec’s brilliant 
architecture. Instead of the curves you’d see on the walls of houses, the pyramids 
were finely carved and chiseled or sharp angles. The Aztecs sculptured animals 
as symbols on important locations. An eagle represents the sun, and its warriors 
and conch shells were symbols of fertility. The pyramids had double staircases 
that faced west, a sign of the benevolence they thought emanated from the sun. 
At the end of the staircases were serpent heads carved from stone to ward off 
evil spirits. The top of the pyramid was flat to place a shrine. Inside, an idol sat 
representing their gods and providing an altar for sacrifices. This template 
seemed as the base for many Aztec temples, but they varied the art along the 
walls and the statues placed inside from site to site. 

  
Tialoc, God of Water, Quetzalcoatl 
Temple #C66, 1934-5. 

 
Art was treasure to the Aztecs. As such, the rich coveted art and were the only ones to possess art, with the exception 
of the artists themselves. Art was extremely important to the Aztecs because art told the story of the Aztecs, as they had 
no formal written system. So not only were the paintings and mosaics a source of beauty, but they told the spiritual 
stories of Aztec mythology. In a sense, art was the literature of their world. 

 
The Aztecs held tone carvings and statues as symbols of wealth and power. They often depicted a symbol of their 
religion and flaunted a person’s wealth, an important task in the Aztec’s merit system and way of life. This also allowed 
an entire empire to show their collective strength by demonstrating to any outsider that they possess the wealth to 
afford such art.  
 

 
Mexico Aztec Messenger Special 
Delivery Scotr #E3, April 1934. 

 

Their written system consisted of stone drawings called glyphs. As such, 
archeology has found a wealth of these glyphs, since they were the ancient form 
of writing on paper. Glyphs were often simple pictures that represented a 
commonly known piece of information, called logograms. For instance, an Aztec 
warrior might be drawn in battle wearing accurately-shaped headgear and armor. 
The drawings weren’t detailed or impressive, but everyone understood its 
meaning. Many of these glyphs were used to convey religious symbols and had 
key drawings for specific gods.  

Soon, these simple glyphs couldn’t keep track of the many complex messages. More advanced logograms were 
developed to keep track to respond to these situations. In order for this to function well, the Aztecs had to use their 
language to create an agreed logogram. This method allowed the Aztecs to name a place or to explain complex 
information visually. For names, it was often a mix of a few glyphs. For example, take the word Chilapan which means 
“above the river of Chile.”  (A local place,  not  the present-day country)  One glyph would be a red chili pepper for the  

(cont’d pg 4) 
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The Aztecs 

By Christopher Kolker        (Cont’d. from pg 3) 
 

logogram “Chile,” and the other would be the logogram “Apan,” a drawing for a river. As a 
result, you’d get a symbol meaning “Chile” over a river, which could easily be traced back to 
Chilapan: “above the river of Chile.” 
 

Aztecs favored vibrant colors in their art so artists sought valuable materials as the artist’s 
media. Painters craved turquoise because of the lively blue they provided as a background, but 
more often they settled for gold because turquoise was so valuable. 
 

Aztec art often looks simplistic because of the two-dimensional structure. Paired with simple 
shapes for parts that could be rendered in tedious detail, modern-day people often perceive it 
as primitive art for primitive people. Beyond that, one can see that they integrated key details 
of their mythological beliefs. Like their religion, their murals depicted their gods as animals 
and used an array of symbols to show their religion. 

 
Mexico, Aztec Archer 
#E4, April 1934 

 

 

 
Aztec Bird Man, Scott  
#C70, 1934-5 

Non-religious art was also detailed. Their pictures were as detailed as they could make it, 
since they were held back by primitive tools, techniques, and lifespans. For example, people 
often wore correct clothes depending on rank or occasion and people varied of height, so a 
warrior was distinguishable from a commoner or a diplomat. The Aztecs valued paintings 
and mosaics greatly, but also loved metalworking and jewelry. 

 
Mexico held an abundance of gems and gold. As such, the Aztecs turned available earthen 
materials and integrated them into their art. Metalworking was a difficult and lifelong job for 
the Aztecs. They needed to shape valuable material and decorate it with gems without any 
advanced form of technology. One can see from the archeological artifacts that they 
managed to craft detailed pieces. Gold was the base for the majority of their metalwork, but 
they also used other jewels and occasionally salt crystals. Every diplomat

and religious figure wore bracelets, crowns, and armlets of gold adorned with jewelry. The Aztecs enhanced their decor 
by adding bird’s feathers for more color. It became popular, so feathers were also valuable to the Aztecs. 
 
Even though Mesoamerica held an abundance of jewelry, it is elusive in archeology. When the Spanish arrived in the 
New World, they took notice of the wealth the Aztecs flaunted. Many artists and conquistadors wrote about their 
amazement when looking at the treasure they saw in the architecture, their paintings and mosaics, and worn by every 
diplomat. This amount of wealth proved to be a fortune in Europe, where valuable materials were so rare. Hernan 
Cortes quickly launched the Spanish conquest in 1521 of the Aztecs. Sadly, the Spanish’s advanced weaponry defeated 
the Aztecs. Afterwards, Cortes stripped the land of its valuables and shipped them towards Europe. This wealth of gold 
became the basis of the gold so prominent in the cathedrals of Catholic Europe built during the Renaissance. 

 

Archeology continues to explore art in Aztec ruins. Today, we still discover their advanced knowledge of stone working 
by exploring their architecture. Their murals and mosaics speak to us about their religion, especially when we pinpoint 
the meaning of symbols and glyphs. Most importantly, archeologists still discover the Aztec’s artifacts to recover a bit of 
their history. Present-day philately displays these findings in many new stamps. 
 

 
The stamps - Philately in most countries takes many years or 
even decades for the government to finally acknowledge the 
history and contribution of their Native American people. 
Mexico is no exception. The first stamps acknowledging Native 
Americans were issued by Mexico in 1921. In that series Mexico 
acknowledged the pyramid of the Sun at Teotihuacán on a three-
centavo stamp, and Cuauhtémoc’s statue was on the ten-centavo 
stamp. 

 
 

    
Mexico, Pyramid of the Sun,     Cuauhtemoc Monument 
Teotihuacan, Scott #635,1921   Scott #636, issued 1921

 (cont’d pg 5) 

 

Page  # 4                                                                                                               The Old World Archaeologist  / January 2019 



The Aztecs 

By Christopher Kolker      (Cont’d. from pg 4) 

 

The next relevant Mexican series in 1934 was issued depicting a variety of different Native American scenes. It included 
the Indian archer, a side profile of an Indian, a woman decorating pottery, a potter, sculptor, craftsman and an Indian 
offering to the gods. Nowhere does any stamp say Aztec, but the issues show the beginning of acknowledgment of the 
heritage of Mexico. 

                 
Aztec Archer             Aztec Indian               Decorating Pottery   Aztec Peon               Aztec Potter 

             
Aztec Sculptor          Aztec Craftsman        Making offering to the Gods   Worshipper 
 

. 

. 
Mexico Scott 698-706, 
issued Sept 1, 1934

Sadly, during the next 40 years, only one new stamp issue shows Aztec contributions to 
Mexican culture and society: Scott 886, Aztec messenger of the sun. In fact, a brief catalogue 
survey finds that foreign art is more showcased, such as a statue of Diana, a mosaic of the 
Byzantine Emperor Justinian the first, and German sculpture. 
 
In 1975, Mexico produced Scott number 1087, depicting Native Americans and an eagle on 
cactus destroying a serpent. This scene is taken from the Durán Codex, a 16th-century codex 
by Father Diego Durán that catalogued the history of the Aztec people.  Issued for the 650th 
Anniversary of Tenochtitlan (Mexico City). 
 

 
Mexico Aztec Messenger 
Scott #886, Mar 6, 1954  

 

    
 

<<Mexico  #1087, Aug 1, 1975  Mexico #1201, June 21, 1980 
 

By 1980, a ceremonial vessel from that the Tenochtitlan 
Temple was featured (Scott 1208-1210), perhaps the first 
archaeological object of the Aztec featured on a stamp. Of 
equal beauty is the Scott 1201 $0.80 stamp depicting 
Cuauhtémoc, the last Aztec emperor, as seen in the 
Matritense codex, the work of Fra. Bernardino de Sahagún 
(1499-1590).  Along with the Florentine Codex, now in 
Florence, Italy, this codex compre-hensively illustrates 
everyday life of the Aztecs. 

 (cont’d pg 6) 
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Mexico #1204, June 29, 1980   Mexico #1730, Apr 24,1992 
 
 

1980 was a watershed year for these types of stamps.  Xipe, 
Aztec God of medicine, was featured on the Bourbon 
Codex. This stamp commemorated the 22nd International 
Biennial Congress of the International College of Surgeons 
in Mexico City.  The Bourbon Codex catalogued features 
were the spiritual and mystical life of the Aztecs, as well as 
their calendar system. 
 

Moving on to 1992, the next Aztec issues Scott numbers 
1729-30 feature a painting about the origin of the sky from 
the Selden Codex (1729), and a beautiful portrait of 
Quetzalcoatl and Tezcatlipoca from the Bourbon Codex 
(1730). However, both of these were part of a series 
featuring Mexican paintings. 

 

 
Mexican airmail stamps have fared somewhat better for the Aztec legacy. 
While airmail stamps started in Mexico in 1922, the first stamp depicting 
Aztec imagery was 1934 with a Mexican girl and the Aztec calendar stone. 
Of note, that stamp (Scott C61) is exceedingly rare and can fetch over $1800 
currently.  

  
Mexico #C61, issued Sept 1, 1934, 
Mexican girl & Aztec Calendar Stone 

 

 
Mexico  Scott C71 - 2 color varieties 

<<Issued 1934-5, Allegory of Flight & Pyramid of the Sun 
 

1934 gave us a couple more examples, this time at much 
more affordable prices.  Tláloc, the god of water at the 
Quetzalcoatl Temple (Scott C66) and the Aztec bird 
man (Scott C70) were featured. Also feature on a $0.50 
stamp was the allegory of flight showcasing the pyramid 
of the Sun (Scott C71).  

    
Mexico  Scott C203   Aztec Courier,   Mexico Scott C222  issued Mar 6, 1954,  
Plane & Train issued for UPU 1949      Ball Court & Player    

 
By 1950 the next issue came out featuring Aztec imagery was an Aztec 
courier that was to be used as a symbol of universal Postal Service. (Scott 
203-04).   Followed fairly shortly was the 1955 issue showing the Aztec 
God Tezcatlipoca by a map of Mexico (Scott C222-23). After an absence 
of more than 25 years, Tláloc, the Aztec dance God re-appears in a 1977 
issue (Scott C540). By 1980 Mexico had ceased printing airmail stamps. 
 
 
Issued Nov 4, 1977, Tialoc, Aztec Rain God, Scott C540 >>   
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One of the more surprising aspects of the survey of Aztec art and archaeology in Mexican stamps is its relative paucity.  
Late-issue commemorative sheets simply haven’t been made, and the comprehensive retelling of the Aztec story 
through philately has not been done.  One only hopes for the future. 
 

 
 

Complex of Koguryo Tombs, a UNESCO Heritage Site (2004) 

by Caroline Scannell 

 

 

<<  North Korea, Wall paintings from Koguryu Tombs, Scott #3947, Jan 1, 2000 
 

 
The concept of the Three Kingdoms of Korea refers to the three kingdoms of Baekje, Silla 
and Goguryeo. Goguryeo was later known as Goryeo, from which we get the modern name 
Korea.  The Three Kingdoms period was defined as being from 57BC to 668AD. 

 

 
Goryeo was a Korean kingdom located in the northern 
and central parts of the Korean Peninsula and the 
southern and central parts of Manchuria.  It was an active 
participant in the power struggle for control of the Korean 
peninsula and was also associated with the foreign affairs 
of neighboring polities in China and Japan. 
 
The site in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
includes several group and individual tombs - totaling 
about 30 individual graves - from the later period of the 
Koguryo Kingdom, one of the strongest kingdoms in 
northeast China and half of the Korean peninsula which 
reigned between the 3rd century BC and 7th century AD.  

 
North Korea, Kogoryu tombs. Minisheet of 4, Scott #4664, 
issued Mar 10, 2007. 

 
 

 
<<  North Korea, View of the complex of Koguryo Tombs, 
Scott #4439, June 14, 2005 

 
 

 
 
 
Many of the tombs have beautiful wall paintings which 
offer a unique window to daily life of the period and are 
the only remains of this culture.  Only about 90 out of an 
estimated 10,000 Koguryo tombs discovered in China and 
Korea to date have wall paintings.  Many are believed to be 
tombs of kings, members of the royal family and the 
aristocracy. 
 
The earliest known Korean state was Old Choson, located 
in today’s northwestern Korea and southern Northeast 
China.  Conquered by the Han Chinese in 108BC the 
Chinese set up military outposts in Korea which spread 
Chinese culture and civilization. 
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Complex of Koguryo Tombs, a UNESCO Heritage Site (2004) 

by Caroline Scannell 

 

 
North Korea, Wall paintings from Koguryu Tombs, Scott #3948, 
Jan 1, 2000. 

 
The first of the three main Korean kingdoms to 
come in contact with the spreading Chinese 
influence was Koguryo.  Other civilizations were 
the Paekche in the southwest and Silla in the 
southeast, which emerged in the 3rd and the 4th 
century AD, respectively.  Paekche and Silla also 
had contact with Japan, along with a smaller 
kingdom called Kaya, located on the central 
southern coast.   These kingdoms accepted 
Buddhism, Confucianism, and most important, 
Chinese characters as a means of communication 
and education.  But this article will concentrate on 
the Koguryo civilization and culture.  

 
Koguryo was initially the most powerful kingdom, 
controlling most of the peninsula and Manchuria by 
the 5th century.   
 
The Koguryo tombs identified in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea encompass 63 
individual tombs including 16 tombs with wall 
paintings considered masterpieces of wall painting, 
which are included in the UNESCO inscribed 
property.  Many of these works have appeared on 
stamps of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea.  The Complex of Koguryo Tombs evidences 
the Koguryo culture, its burial customs, daily life 
and beliefs. The special burial customs of this 
culture had an important influence on other cultures 
in the region, such as China and Japan. 
  

North Korea, Paintings from Anak Tomb #3, Scott #4775, Sept 2, 
2008. 

Koguryo in China 
The site includes archaeological remains of 
three cities and 40 tombs: Wandu Mountain 
City, Guonei City and Wandu Mountain City, 
14 imperial tombs and 26 of nobles. All belong 
to the Koguryo culture, named after the 
dynasty that ruled over parts of northern China 
and the northern half of the Korean Peninsula 
from 37BC to 668AD.  Wandu Mountain City, 
one of the capitals of the Koguryo Kingdom, 
contains many vestiges including a large palace 
and 37 tombs.  
 

 
China , The Romance of the Three Kingdoms tells what happened in 
China around 220AD - 280AD, Scott #2893, issued Aug 26, 1998.  

Some of the tombs have elaborate ceilings, designed to roof wide spaces without columns and carry the heavy load of a 
stone or earth tumulus which was placed above them.  
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by Caroline Scannell 

 
China Romance of the Three Kingdoms by Luo Guanzhong, Scott #2180, issued 
Nov 25, 1988.  

 
 

Unfortunately, the cities and tombs 
have not been described on Chinese 
postage stamps, but the Koguryo 
Kingdom has been immortalized 
through the novel by Luo Guanzhong 
in the 14th century "The Romance of 
the Three Kingdoms". This novel is part 
of the cultural legacy of this period of 
China's history. It is a Chinese historical 
novel about the turbulent period often 
referred to as the Three Kingdoms(220-
280), and is acclaimed as one of as one 
of the Four Classical Novels of Chinese 
Literature.

Club News 

Now, for the most important news you have been waiting for.  I should explain this is a “vote early – vote often” 
system.  Some people never vote, and I apologize to those Egyptian and Nubian collectors out there who seem to have 
been neglected this year.  My late cat, Pharoa Athena, had an exhibit of the stamps issued to save the Nubian 
Monuments but after 12 years I am fresh out of ideas.  My present cats think stamp albums are just great – to climb on.  
No interest in collecting or exhibiting. 
 

This year had a surprise runaway favorite article.  I add up the numbers two different ways; one is total points and the 
other is how many votes each article garnered for first, second and third.  As I said, this year was a complete surprise 
and sent me to re-read the article on Syria.  Another surprise was the article about Butrint and Gjirokastra in Albania.  
This one got the least amount of points but one member wrote that he had been in both places last year. 
 

So which article was second?  An article I have been asked for permission to reproduce; “The Mayan Empire: An 
Overview and It’s Philatelic Legacy” by Christopher Kolker.  This article garnered 6 votes for favorite while The 
UNESCO Sites of Syria got 7 votes for favorite.  It was close. 
 

Other articles in ranking: The Silk Road, The Incans and Their Peruvian Philatelic Heritage, (these two tied for third 
place), Aphrodite (Venus in Roman), The Great Stupa – An Epicenter of Ancient Buddhism, Catal Hoyuk, and in the 
distance Albania.  The last two garnering one “favorite” vote each. 
 

I like to do this poll annually because many times a member collects Egypt and votes for something entirely different.  I 
try to keep a variety of articles running and thank Chris Kolker for his help in writing articles.  He is definitely my South 
American writer.  Others are welcome.  I would like to keep a stock of articles, which would enable me to always have 
something to plug into an issue.  The New World has been welcomed so well that the January issue starts with The 
Aztecs.    
 

All the above was with half the membership responding.  Three renewals were received the past week.  Two more votes 

for Maya and it would have beat Syria.  Vote early, vote often. 
 

New Digs 

 

Austria, Tourism, Archaeology, Food, One value bird, Etc. Self-Adhesive 
Coils, issued 2018. 
 

Carnuntum was a Roman Legionary Fortress or castrum legionarium 
and also headquarters of the Pannonian fleet from 50 AD.  After the 
1st century it was capital of the Pannonia Superior province. It also 
became a large city of 50,000 inhabitants.  Established in the year 6AD 
as a fortified winter military encampment, Carnuntum grew over the 
following centuries into one of the most important cities in the Roman 
Empire. Situated at the intersection of the Amber Trail and the east-
west Roman legionary road, Carnuntum blossomed at the end of the 
second century AD into a major city on the Danube.  Under Marcus  

(cont’d next pg.)
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Austria, Tourism (cont’d.) 
Aurelius, Carnuntum became the Roman imperial seat between the years 171 and 173AD; two decades later, Septimus 
Severus was proclaimed emperor here in the year 193. The ancient city of Carnuntum extended over an area of some 
ten square kms in the present-day communities Petronell-Carnuntum and Bad Deutsch-Altenburg. The Roman colony 
Septimia Aurelia Antoniniana Carnuntum grew to accommodate some 50,000 inhabitants in the third century AD – a 
veritable melting pot of different and extremely diverse cultures. 
 

 

Face value A is equal to the tariff of a letter up to 20 gram within 
Belarus. 
Face value H is equal to the surface tariff of a letter up to 20 gram 
abroad. 

 

Belarus, Archaeology Series; Chess Pieces, Issued Nov 12, 2018, issued in sheetlets, FDC with cancel above right. 

Chess pieces of the 11th — 14th centuries are the unique finds that show not only that our ancestors played intellectual 
games, but also that they had a high level of skill in bone carving.  The project was prepared in cooperation with the 
National Historical Museum of the Republic of Belarus and the Belarusian Chess Federation. 
 

 
China Taiwan, Ancient Chinese Art Treasures; Blue & White 
Porcelain (Embossed) issued November 15, 2018 

 
 

Chinese ceramics show a continuous development since pre-dynastic times and are one of the most significant forms of 
Chinese art and ceramics globally. The first pottery was made during the Palaeolithic era. Chinese ceramics range from 
construction materials such as bricks and tiles, to hand-built pottery vessels fired in bonfires or kilns, to the 
sophisticated Chinese porcelain wares made for the imperial court and for export. Porcelain is so identified with China 
that it is still called "china" in everyday English usage. 
 

From UNESCO site: 

Porcelain is a material made from well-chosen porcelain clay or pottery stone through technological processes like 
proportioning, molding, drying and firing. Although porcelain developed from pottery, the two are different in raw 
material, glaze and firing temperature; compared with pottery, porcelain has tougher texture, more transparent body and 
finer luster. It excels pottery in both pragmatic and artistic terms. That's why it gradually replaced pottery in the ceramic 
history. It is called china in English because it was first made in China, which fully explains that the delicate porcelain 
can be the representative of China.  The earliest porcelain, commonly called "primitive porcelain", appeared during the 
Shang Dynasty, but the first porcelain in real sense was not produced until the Eastern Han Dynasty. The techniques 
for making porcelain matured in the Tang Dynasty. During the Song Dynasty, famous kilns emerged in multitude,  

(cont’d next page) 
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New Digs 

China Taiwan, Ancient Chinese Art Treasures; Blue & White Porcelain  (cont’d) 
including Jun Kiln, Ge Kiln, Guan Kiln, Ru Kiln and Ding Kiln which are known as the "Five Great Kilns". In the 
Yuan Dynasty, Jingdezhen, the Capital of Porcelain, produced blue and white porcelain which later became the 
representative of porcelain. Porcelain of the Ming Dynasty inherited and developed traditions of porcelain of the Song 
Dynasty. Doucai porcelain created in the Chenghua period and full color porcelain fired during the Jiajing period and 
the Wanli period are well-known treasures. Porcelain of the Qing Dynasty is classical, graceful, delicate and gorgeous. 
Plain tricolor porcelain and five color porcelain of the Kangxi period and powder doped color decorated porcelain and 
enamel porcelain of the Qianlong period are choicest goods renowned both at home and abroad. Distinguished 
porcelain production areas in China include Jingdezhen in Jiangxi, Liling in Hunan, Dehua in Fujian, Shiwan in 
Guangdong, Tangshan in Hebei and Zibo in Shandong, etc.. Blue and white porcelain, blue and white rice pattern 
porcelain, powder doped color decorated porcelain and colored glaze porcelain are known as the "four great 
porcelains". Besides them, some others are also characteristic, such as statuary porcelain, eggshell porcelain and five-
color porcelain. Porcelain is the creative fruit of the working people of ancient China. Since the Han and Tang 
Dynasties, porcelain has been exported worldwide. It promotes economic and cultural exchange between China and the 
outside world, and profoundly influences the traditional culture and lifestyle of people from other countries. 
 

 
Egypt, Temple of Luxor 
Issued Dec 9, 2012 

 

Luxor is a city in Upper (southern) Egypt and the capital of Luxor Governorate. As the 
site of the Ancient Egyptian city of Waset, known to the Greeks as Thebes, Luxor has 
frequently been characterized as the "world's greatest open-air museum", as the ruins of 
the temple complexes at Karnak and Luxor stand within the modern city. Immediately 
opposite, across the River Nile, lie the monuments, temples and tombs of the West Bank 
Necropolis, which includes the Valley of the Kings and Valley of the Queens. Thousands 
of tourists from all around the world arrive annually to visit these monuments, 
contributing greatly to the economy of the modern city.  

 

The Temple of Dendara is one of the best-preserved temples in Egypt. It was known as 
the “Castle of the Sistrum” or “Pr Hathor”— House of Hathor.  Hathor was the goddess 
of love, joy, and beauty.  With the exception of its supporting pillars, which had capitals 
sculpted in the image of Hathor and were defaced by the Christians, the walls, rooms, 
and roof are complete and extraordinarily well preserved. The stone steps of the spiral 
staircase are time worn but may still be used to ascend to the roof, where there is a small 
chapel decorated with Hathor-headed columns.  In ancient times, Dendara was 
associated with healing. Patients who traveled there for cures were housed in special 
buildings where they could rest, sleep, and commune with the gods in their dreams. 
There is something else special about this temple, as well: It bears the name of Cleopatra 
and her son, whose father was Julius Caesar. It is possible that these celebrated rulers 
climbed the same stairs and contemplated the same landscape stretching out for miles  

 
Egypt  Dendera Temple, 
Nov 19, 2017 Scott #2178

below.  Today, the place sings with the music of birds. Hundreds of them roost in small cracks and hollows in the walls, 
seemingly contemplating their own carved likenesses in the hieroglyphic reliefs.  There have been temples on this site 
ever since the Old Kingdom, but the present temple was begun in the reign of Ptolemy VIII. The building we see today 
was constructed and added to from about 116BC to 34AD. 
 

   
Ethiopia, Gates of Harar,  issued August 23, 2017. 

Harar and known to its inhabitants as Gēy is a walled city in eastern Ethiopia. It was formerly the capital 
of  Hararghe and now the capital of the modern Harari Region of Ethiopia. The fortified historic town of Harar is 
located in the eastern part of the country on a plateau with deep  gorges surrounded  by deserts and  savannah.  The city  

 (cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 

Ethiopia, Gates of Harar            (cont’d) 

is located on a hilltop in the eastern extension of the Ethiopian Highlands, about 500 kilometers from the national 
capital Addis Ababa at an elevation of 1,885 meters.  For centuries,  Harar  has been  a  major commercial center, linked  
by the trade routes with the rest of Ethiopia, the entire Horn of Africa, the Arabian Peninsula, and, through its ports, 
the outside world. Harar Jugol, the old walled city, was listed as a World Heritage Site in 2006 by UNESCO in 
recognition of its cultural heritage. According to UNESCO, it is "considered 'the fourth holy city' of Islam" with 110 
mosques, three of which date from the 10th century and 102 shrines. The impact of African and Islamic traditions on 
the development of the town’s building types and urban layout make for its particular character and uniqueness. 
 

Last year UNESCO added the agricultural and cultural landscape of 
Kujataa in Southern Greenland to its World Heritage List. In celebration 
of this great honor, POST Greenland is issuing a beautiful stamp by the 
highly talented artist Aka Høegh, who has been living in Southern 
Greenland for decades. UNESCO chooses to preserve sites of particular 
importance around the world, and all sites that are chosen to be part of 
the World Heritage List are recognized as having a unique and universal 
significance for current and coming generations from all areas of 
humanity. Kujataa is the area of Greenland where Erik the Red first 
landed in the tenth century and commenced a 500-year Norse presence 
in Greenland. In this area, the Norsemen built a farming society with 
upwards of 3,000 inhabitants at its peak.   

 
Greenland, UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
Kujataa, Issued Oct 22, 2018 
 

As the Inuit changed from being hunters to being farmers in the 20th century, they took over the fields of the Norse, 
and expanded from there. Kujataa was chosen as a World Heritage location based on the fact that the landscape 
includes exceptionally well-preserved ruins from the Norse settlements, and from the early agricultural lifestyle of the 
Inuit. The stamp beautifully depicts one of the abandoned settlements, which sits in a green field, along with grazing 
sheep, and with the snowy mountains in the background. It signifies the historic importance of the area, as it is clear 
that just as the current inhabitants are using the land, it has been important for numerous centuries.  
 

    
Kyrgyzstan, UNESCO World Heritage Sites Joint with Malta, Burana Tower (Kyrgyzstan)  City of Valletta (Malta),  
issued Nov 23 2018, Malta issue with First Day Cover shown below. 
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New Digs 
 

Kyrgyzstan, UNESCO World Heritage Sites Joint with Malta   (cont’d from prevs. pg) 
The Burana Tower is a large minaret in the Chuy Valley in northern Kyrgyzstan. It is located about 80 km east of the 
country's capital Bishkek, near the town of Tokmok. The tower, along with grave markers, some earthworks and the 
remnants of a castle and three mausoleums, is all that remains of the ancient city of Balasagun, which was established by 
the Karakhanids at the end of the 9th century. An external staircase and steep, winding stairway inside the tower enables 
visitors to climb to the top. The tower was originally 45m (148ft) high. However, over the centuries a number of 
earthquakes caused significant damage to the structure. The last major earthquake in the 15th century destroyed the top 
half of the tower, reducing it to its current height of 25m (82ft). In the early 1900s, Russian immigrants to the area used 
some of the bricks from the tower for new building projects. A renovation project was carried out in the 1970s to 
restore its foundation and repair the west-facing side of the tower, which was in danger of collapse. The entire site, 
including the mausoleums, castle foundations and grave markers, now functions as museum and there is a small 
building on the site containing historical information as well as artifacts found at the site and in the surrounding region.  
 
The capital of Malta is inextricably linked to the history of the military and charitable Order of St John of Jerusalem. It 
was ruled successively by the Phoenicians, Greeks, Carthaginians, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs and the Order of the 
Knights of St John. Valletta’s 320 monuments, all within an area of 55 ha, make it one of the most concentrated historic 
areas in the world.  Malta’s capital Valletta is a fortified city located on a hilly peninsula between two of the finest 
natural harbors in the Mediterranean. The Siege of Malta in 1565 captured the European imagination and mobilized the 
resources needed to create the new city of Valletta, founded soon after, in 1566. The Knights of St John, aided by the 
most respected European military engineers of the 16th century, conceived and planned the city as a single, holistic 
creation of the late Renaissance, with a uniform grid plan within fortified and bastioned city walls. Since its creation, the 
city has witnessed a number of rebuilding projects, yet those have not compromised the harmony between the dramatic 
topography and the Hippodamian grid. The fabric of the city includes a compact ensemble of 320 monuments that 
encapsulate every aspect of the civil, religious, artistic and military functions of its illustrious founders. These include 
the 16th century buildings relating to the founding of the Renaissance city, such as the cathedral of St John, the Palace 
of the Grand Master, the Auberge de Castile et Léon, the Auberge de Provence, the Auberge d’Italie, the Auberge 
d’Aragon and the Infirmary of the Order and the churches of Our Lady of Victory, St Catherine and il Gesù, as well as 
the improvements attributed to the military engineers and architects of the 18th century such as the Auberge de Bavière, 
the Church of the Shipwreck of St Paul, the Library and the Manoel Theatre.  
 

    
Portugal, Prehistoric Routes, issued Oct 12, 2018   First Day Cover above, Designed by Atelier Design / Hélder Soares 

About Pre Historic Routes  from WOPA 
As if on a journey to a distant place, time flies as it travels the land... In the Upper Palaeolithic age, in the open-air 
sanctuary formed by the stone walls of the banks of the Côa River – declared a World Heritage site by UNESCO – 
hands carve and scratch out figures. Horses, aurochs, goats and hinds appear on the large slabs of schist. Some images 
can be seen from a distance, others crisscross and superimpose each other, sometimes in a confusing tangle of lines, but 
each carving adds to the symbolism of the place. On the riverbanks, while these animals remain fixed in the engraved 
stones, the human groups move around vast areas, following the herd, in a space with no borders. The carved vista of 
the Côa Valley is part of this symbolic world, dominated by animal figures. 
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New Digs 

Portugal,  Pre Historic Routes  from WOPA 
  Time flies as it travels the land... In the Neolithic age, history brings in a new cast of characters and props. Next to the 
cliffs and the riverbanks, the last hunter-gatherers begin to see the signs of a new world. They are brought cereals and 
domestic animals, new techniques such as clay pot cooking and stone polishing, by small groups in canoes who have 
left the Mediterranean behind. Villages and, later, barns mark the landscapes through which they roam; in forests, they 
open up clearings that will become fields of wheat and barley. The Cartaxo ceramic vase marks the moment of arrival of 
these Neolithic groups and technologies. Its cockle shell decoration places it firmly in the large family of Neolithic 
communities of the Mediterranean. 
  Time flies as it travels the land... During the Megalithic age, our ancestors –those who went before us – start to 
organize their lives, forming groups that grow larger and denser, leading animals to better pastures, hunting in the hills, 
foraging in the woods and harvesting mature crops. Beyond the fragility of life, the places of the living, the villages of 
meagre shelter, stone is chosen for the eternity of death, in the form of large slabs, raised and placed side by side, or dug 
into caves. The e orts of the living, placing objects from life – stone axes, hunting weapons, ceramic vases – in burial 
sites, make the dead enduring. Later, the extent of this symbolism becomes obvious, as next to the dead wend images 
representing female figures, with human features or geometric bodies, prominent eyes – the gaze of the dead, the gaze 
of the gods – in a face that is sometimes smooth and sometimes distinguished by its features, the eyebrows, the eyes, 
the tattoos. The carved schist plaque, with geometric decoration, from the Megalithic monument of Praia das Maçãs 
represents one of these protective divinities of the dead that denotes the Megalithic age in the south of Portugal. 
  Time flies as it travels the land... In the Chalcolithic age, groups keep growing, moving more and more and circulating 
salt, silex, copper ore, the green rocks used to make bead necklaces, amber, ivory. Agricultural fields, worked by oxen 
now hitched to the plough, bring prosperity to the world of these farmers who live in fear of losing it. They build stone 
walls in high places to demonstrate their power and defend their stores, they dig lines of ditches on fertile plains to 
delimit precincts,  and inside they come together,  living and dead,  animal, human and divinity.  Hierarchies become  
denoted and, in death, some receive extraordinary objects. The anthropomorphic ivory idol from the Perdigões precinct 
reveals the important social role of these first elites of history. 
by Mariana Diniz 

 

    
Spain, World Heritage, Cuenca City Large Size Deluxe Souvenir Sheet in Folder issued Nov 8, 2018, FDC at right above. 
 

Cuenca is a city in the autonomous community of Castile–La Mancha in central Spain. It is the capital of the province 
of Cuenca.  When the Iberian peninsula was part of the Roman Empire, there were several important settlements in the 
province, such as Segobriga, Ercavica and Gran Valeria. However, the place where Cuenca is located today was 
uninhabited at that time. When the Muslims captured the area in 714, they soon realized the value of this strategic 
location and they built a fortress (called Kunka) between two gorges dug between the Júcar and Huécar rivers, 
surrounded by a 1 km-long wall. Cuenca soon became an agricultural and textile manufacturing city, enjoying growing 
prosperity. The Muslim Kingdom, Al-Andalus, started to break into small provinces under Christian pressure, Cuenca 
being part of the taifa of Toledo. In 1076 it was besieged by Sancho Ramírez of Aragon, but not conquered. In 1080 
King Yahya al-Qadir of Toledo lost his taifa, and his vizier signed in Cuenca a treaty with Alfonso VI of León and  

(cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs 

Spain, World Heritage, Cuenca City   (cont’d from previous pg) 

Castile by which he ceded him some fortresses in exchange for military help. After Alfonso's defeat in the battle of 
Sagrajas 1086, Cuenca was captured by the king of Seville, Al-Mu'tamid ibn Abbad. However, when his lands were 
attacked by the Almoravids, he sent his daughter-in-law Zaida to Alfonso, offering him Cuenca in exchange for military 
support. The first Christian troops entered the city in 1093. However, the Almoravids captured it in 1108. Their 
governor in the city declared independence in 1144, followed by the whole of Murcia the following year. In 1147 
Muhammad ibn Mardanis was elected King of Cuenca, Murcia and Valencia. He had to defend his lands from the 
Almohad invasion until his death 1172, after which his son had to sign a pact of tributes with the newcomers. Alfonso 
VIII of Castile tried to conquer the city, but after five months of siege, he had to retreat after the arrival of troops sent 
by the Almohad caliph Abu Yaqub Yusuf. Alfonso signed a seven-year truce but when, in 1176 the Cuencans occupied 
some Christian lands in Huete and Uclés, Alfonso intervened at the head of a coalition including also Ferdinand II of 
León, Alfonso II of Aragon and the Military Orders of Calatrava, Santiago and Montegaudio, besieging Cuenca for 
months starting from 1177's Epiphany. The city's commander, Abu Bakr, again sought the support of Yaqub Yusuf, 
but the latter was in Africa and did not send any help. After an unsuccessful Cuenca sortie against the Christian camp 
on 27 July, the besieged city was conquered by Alfonso's troops on 21 September 1177, while the Muslim garrison took 
refuge in the citadel.  
 

 

 
 
Spain, General Archive of the Indies in 
Seville, issued Oct 31, 2018 

When the new continent was first discovered, the documents on the “Indies” were kept in Simancas, Cádiz and Seville. 
In 1785, King Charles III ordered the creation of the Archivo General de Indias in Seville.  José Gálvez, Secretary for 
the Indies, took charge of the project, which was executed by the historian and Academician Juan Bautista Muñoz, the 
chief geographer of the New World.  The Lonja of Seville, a spectacular building designed by Juan de Herrera, was built 
in the era of Philip II as a marketplace for the traders of Seville. It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
1987 and an official Cultural Asset and Monument in 1983. Documents gradually arrived at this Archive from the 
different institutions relating to the Indies: the Consejo de Indias, the House of Trade, the Consulates of Seville and 
Cádiz, and the State Secretariats, forming a complete picture of the history of Spanish rule in the New World.  This new 
Premium Sheet commemorating this illustrious institution reflects the colour and the crowds of visitors typical of a 
great city like Seville, as well as the treasures to be found in this historic building. The background shows the main 
façade of the building. 14 stamps with the interior gallery in the background, and in the foreground a fragment of the 
Treaty of Tordesillas, a document held in the Archive. This new issue by Correos, as a set, evokes a city full of art, 
culture and monuments, and pays homage to what is now Spain’s largest archive of the history of the Spanish presence 
in the Americas and the Philippines. It should also be noted that the unique documents in the archive include the 
signatures of historic figures such as Christopher Columbus, Hernán Cortes and Francisco Pizarro.  A total of 43,000 
bundles of documents, 80 million pages, and 8,000 maps and drawings are carefully conserved in the majestic Archivo 
General de Indias. 
Above from WOPA 
 

More Club News 

A Special THANK YOU to members 
who gave a little bit more: 
….. 
….. 
….. 

Todd Pfeifer 
Stan Raugh 
Fred Skvara 
Philip Nordstrom 
 

Gerald Gallagher 
Jeffrey Brottman 
Jerry Davis 
David Dengel 
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New Digs Update 

          
L to R:  Macedonia, Gold Funerary Mask Scott #773, Feb 8, 2018, from July issue. 
Moldova, Ancient coins from the Larguta Treasure, Scott #984-6 issued May 18, 2018, from July issue. 
Monaco, King Tutankhamun’s golden mask, Scott #2939 July 6, 2018, from October issue. 
 

        

<<      Mongolia, Coins of the Silk 
Road, Scott 2882, Dec 3, 2017,  from 
July issue 
 
<<      Romania  Mircea the Elder, 
Scott #6059-60, Jan 31, 2018,  from 
April issue 

 

 

Archaeology Today  
 

A Bronze Age regicide in Germany? 
A group of archaeologists and forensic researchers in the eastern German city of Halle, Saxony-Anhalt, announced that 
after reexamining the bones of the so-called 'Prince of Helmsdorf' they have concluded that he was murdered. The 
attack, carried out 3,846 years ago, is now the world's oldest known political murder. The forensic examination took 
place at the urging of Kai Michel, who co-authored a new book on the Nebra Sky Disc with Saxony-Anhalt State 
Archaeologist Harald Meller. The two suggest that the Bronze Age Unetice culture, which produced the disc depicting 
the cosmos, was the first high culture to evolve north of the Alps.  Speaking of the importance of the examination, Kai 
Michel says: "Ultimately we are dealing with the only known remains of someone directly linked to the Nebra Sky Disc. 
And as far as we can tell, we have now found evidence of the oldest political assassination in history." 
     Although anthropologists inspecting the prince's bones in 2012 suspected signs of injury, they were unable to find 
conclusive evidence. But Frank Ramsthaler, deputy director of the University of Saarland Institute for Forensic 
Medicine, said: "We have been able to verify three clear injuries to the bones. There were likely more injuries, but all 
three of those we confirmed would have been lethal. The murder weapon may have been a dagger, the blade of which 
would have to have been at least 15 cm long."  
     Ramsthaler said the prince was likely stabbed by a powerful and experienced warrior who thrust his dagger through 
the prince's stomach and into his spine, as evidenced by a 6 mm wide and 3 mm deep wound in the eleventh thoracic 
vertebra. Ramsthaler says the intensity of the injury indicates that the prince would have been stabbed as he stood 
against the wall, or perhaps while lying on the floor. The forensic scientist says the stabbing would also have severed 
arteries, leading to certain death. 
     Archaeologist Meller says a second injury, which came from above and behind the collarbone, splitting the prince's 
left shoulder blade and likely seriously injuring veins and portions of the lungs, "suggests an experienced warrior." 
Although scientists will never be able to tell which of the injuries came first, they say that an arm injury would suggest 
that the prince may have been surprised by the attacker and tried to defend himself.  Meller, speaking to the issue of 
who may have killed the prince, said: "It must have been a trusted person close to him. Perhaps a relative, friend or 
body guard," adding, "The ruler was unsuspecting and surprised by the attack. It could well be that he, like Julius Caesar 
in ancient Rome, was the victim of a conspiracy." 
     The prince of Helmsdorf was buried in the Leubinger mound discovered by Friedrich Klopfleisch in 1877 and dated 
around 1940 BCE. It is regarded as one of the richest Early Bronze Age graves in the whole of Western Europe. 
Archaeologist Harald Meller announced that the full findings of research undertaken on the skeleton will be published 
in the first half of 2019.   
From Stone Pages, Edited from DW (December 18, 2018) 
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Archaeology Today  
 

Remains of baby born 5,700 years ago found in Argentina 
Archeologists have found remains belonging to a male baby born 5,700 years ago in an excavation in Argentina's 
Mendoza city. An archeological team from the Natural Science Department of the National University of Cuyo found 
the skeletal remains in a region called 'Niño de las Cuevas [The child of the caves]' which was named after they found 
the remains of another child in 2015.  
     Alejandra Gasco from the archaeology team said they found the remains 1,5 meters away from where they 
discovered the previous set of remains. "It is quite surprising that another child was buried in the same area," he said. 
The experts were trying to find the sterile layer level of where they excavated the first remains in 2015. "We came across 
something special: a circle with carbonaceous sediment, similar to red clay. We managed to remove a 1-2 centimeter 
piece with the help of a brush. When we realized that this was the remnant of a jaw, we realized we had found the 
remains of a child. Following this, we asked for the necessary permissions from Juan Cornelio Moyano Nature and 
Anthropological Sciences Museum to continue excavation works," Gasco said. 
     Anthropologist Víctor Duran stated that the findings in 2015 made a big impact on research in the area, adding that 
the analysis made on the first findings shows that they are over 5,750 years old. Experts think that the remains found in 
the new excavation belong to the same period. 
From Stone Pages, Edited from Daily Sabah (December 19, 2018) 

Tomb Full of Sacred Cats and Beetles Found in Egypt 
The recently opened tomb in the Saqqara necropolis included gilded feline statues and extremely rare mummified scarab 
beetles.  As if there wasn’t enough evidence to show that ancient Egyptians are history’s most enthusiastic cat lovers, a 
feline frenzy was found inside a 4,500-year-old tomb recently discovered in the Saqqara necropolis on the outskirts of 
Cairo, Egypt’s Ministry of Antiquities announced recently.Inside the tomb, archaeologists found dozens of mummified 
cats, 100 gilded wooden cat statues, and a bronze statue representing the goddess of cats, Bastet, reports Laurel 
Wamsley at NPR. While the cats are the crowd-pleasers from the haul, the real treasure found inside the tomb were 
mummified scarab beetles, also sacred to the ancient Egyptians, and a potentially untouched Fifth Dynasty tomb that 
archaeologists soon plan to open, reports Reuters.  Two large, meticulously mummified scarabs were found in a 
limestone sarcophagus and another held a larger collection of the beloved beetles. Additional finds include statues of a 
cow, falcon and lion, as well as sarcophagi with mummified cobras and crocodiles. There were also 1,000 ceramic 
amulets and jars full of writing utensils as well as several human burials. 
  “The (mummified) scarab is something really unique. It is something really a bit rare,” Mostafa Waziri, secretary-
general of Egypt’s Supreme Council of Antiquities, tells Reuters. “A couple of days ago, when we discovered those 
coffins, they were sealed coffins with drawings of scarabs. I never heard about them before.” 
  The tomb is one in a series of seven tombs discovered over the last six months along the King Userkaf pyramid 
complex. According to a statement from the ministry, excavations in the area stopped in 2013, but recently began again. 
When excavating the tomb of the cats, archaeologists also found the door to another tomb, which appears to have been 
untouched by looters. They hope to explore that site in the coming weeks. 
  As for the cats and beetles, even though they are sacred, it’s unlikely they lived the good life. Jacob Brogan at 
Smithsonian reports that Egyptians didn’t really worship cats. Instead, they associated them with certain deities. Cats and 
other animals were captured or bred so that they could be mummified and sold to worshippers who offered them as 
sacrifices or buried the with their dead. Rossella Lorenzi at Seeker reports that so many baboons and ibises were 
mummified for the trade it probably drove them to extinction in Egypt. 
By Jason Daley smithsonian.com November 12, 2018  

World's oldest dated rock art in Southeast Asia 
Cave paintings in remote mountains in Borneo have been dated to at least 40,000 years ago, and include a painting of 
what seems to be a local species of wild cattle - possibly the world's oldest dated example of figurative art.  
     Indonesian and French archaeologists discovered a vast assemblage of prehistoric artworks in limestone caves atop 
densely forested peaks in the remote interior mountains of East Kalimantan in the 1990s - rare paintings of animals, but 
thousands of hand stencils - yet little other evidence for human occupation in the caves.  
     The team proposed at least two distinct phases of art production, the first characterised by reddish-orange hand 
stencils and large figurative paintings of animals, and a later phase characterised by dark purple hand stencils. During 
this phase the artists also painted tattoo-like designs on the wrists, palms, and fingers of some, and some were linked by 
motifs resembling tree branches or vines. 
     In the early 2000s the team dated part of a cave formation that had grown over the top of a hand stencil. Their 
results implied an age of at least 10,000 years for the underlying artwork.  

(cont’d next pg) 
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World's oldest dated rock art in Southeast Asia        (cont’d) 

     A recent paper suggests the paintings are far older. Uranium-series dates obtained from calcium carbonate samples 
collected in association with cave art from six sites provides the first reliable estimates for the approximate date of rock 
art production. 
     The earliest image is a large reddish-orange painting of an animal similar to the wild banteng still found in the jungles 
of Borneo, and has a minimum age of 40,000 years. The reddish-orange hand stencils are similar in age, suggesting the 
first rock art style appeared between about 52,000 and 40,000 years ago. The oldest dark purple paintings date to about 
21,000 to 20,000 years ago. A human figure this colour was created at least 13,600 years ago. These dates imply a major 
change within Borneo's rock art culture about 20,000 years ago during the Last Glacial Maximum.  
     Similar rock art appeared around 40,000 years ago in the Maros caves of Sulawesi, a vital stepping-stone between 
Asia and Australia just across the Makassar Straight west of Borneo. Sulawesi has never been connected to the nearby 
Eurasian continent. Borneo is now Earth's third-largest island, but for most of the ice age it was connected to Eurasia. 
From Stone Pages, Edited from The Conversation (November 7, 2018) 

Recently Deciphered 4,500-Year-Old Pillar Shows First Known Record of a Border Dispute 
The marble stele, held in the British Museum’s collections for 150 years, also includes the first known use of the term 
“no man’s land”.  A recently interpreted 4,500-year-old marble pillar from ancient Mesopotamia shows that even at the 
dawn of civilization, people were bickering about their borders.  As James Pickford at The Financial Times reports, the 
pillar sat in British Museum for 150 years until Irving Finkel, a curator in the Middle East department, deciphered the 
Sumerian cuneiform writing on the cylinder this year. As it turns out, the object, now on view in an exhibit called “No 
Man’s Land,” was erected to establish a border between the warring city states of Lagash and Umma, located in present-
day southern Iraq. 
   According to the museum, the two cities were disputing over a fertile area called Gu’edina or the ‘Edge of the Plain.’ 
Around 2400 B.C. Enmetena, king of Lagash, had the pillar erected to stake his claim to the territory. Rachel Campbell-
Johnston at The Times reports it is likely the earliest written evidence of a border dispute and is also the first time the 
term “no man’s land” is used.   A ceremonial mace head made for Gishakidu, king of Umma, and Enmetena’s foe, is 
also on display, as well as the Ur Plaque, which illustrates the offerings both cultures made at a border shrine.  The 
marble pillar’s “glistening surface,” which “would have shone out brightly and assertively under the sun beating down 
on the plain,” according to the museum, wasn’t just a roadside sign marking Lagash’s territory. It is a heavily inscribed 
object, telling the complete story of the war between the two cities over the land. It also includes what may be the 
earliest-known example of written word play. Whoever chiseled the pillar didn’t just take pains to emphasize the name 
of the Lagash god Ningirsu, substituting some of the cuneiform marks in the name with the symbol for god, they also 
threw some shade on the rival god of Umma, writing the god’s name in a messy, almost illegible script. 
   “You have in one breath the use of writing in a magical way to enhance the power of one deity and then nullify the 
power of the other. This is unique in cuneiform. It’s the most exciting thing you can imagine,” Finkel tells Pickford at 
The Financial Times.  Finkel believes the pillar was artificially aged by a scribe to improve Lagash’s historical claim to 
Gu’edina. It appears the scribe also used an archaic form of cuneiform to make the pillar seem older, which made the 
modern interpretation effort difficult. 
The fight between Umma and Lagash is one of the oldest known wars in human history and led to what may be the 
world’s first peace treaty and one of the oldest legal documents, the Treaty of Mesilim, signed around 2550BC. The 
treaty set up a border that was demarcated with a stele along an irrigation canal, similar to the one on view in the 
museum.  The peace did not last. Around 2400BC, the war between Enmetena and Gishakidu took place, and the 
boundary was reaffirmed. Eventually, Umma attacked Lagash and successfully destroyed its capital city of Girsu, not 
long before Sargon the Great took over all of Mesopotamia, paying no heed to even the snarkiest of boundary stones. 
By Jason Daley, smithsonian.com, December 7, 2018  
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Have you visited out website recently?   A membership application is 
available for printing, so is a flyer advertising our club.  They print easily 
for those of you attending stamp shows around the country to leave at 
the literature table. We will be updating the website shortly. 
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