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The Ishtar Gate of Babylon 

by Caroline Scannell 

 
Babylon, located in Southern Mesopotamia, was among the first urban societies.  
Babylon was made up from the merger of two ancient t civilizations, Akkad and Sumer. 
 
This basalt statue of lion trampling a man discovered in 1776 formed part of the north 
Palace at Babylon. 
 
Robert Koldewey developed new techniques for excavating Mud brick structures and 
was among the new breed of archaeologists who saw the importance of tracing and 
studying history rather than accumulating antiquities.  Working under the auspices of 
the German Oriental Society selected Babylon to excavate.   
 

 
Lion of Babylon, issued  
1942, Scott #89 

      
The Ishtar Gate was a double gate                                       As assembled in the Pergamon Museum, Berlin 
 
Koldewey began his excavations in 1899 and continued until 1917, when he was interrupted by World War I.   
 

 

 
<<  Germany Ishtar Gate, issued Jan 2, 2013  Scott#2705  
 
Early in his excavations, in an area where glazed tiled had been found he discovered 
the Ishtar Gate and Processional Way erected by Nebuchadnezzar in the 6th century 
BC.  In 1927 the structure was dismantled and taken to Berlin where it was displayed 
in the Pergamum Museum.   

(cont’d pg 3) 
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From the Editor:     

 
Whew!  Christmas and Hanukah came the same time this 
year!  And my poor car had major surgery at the same time.  
Last year I was advised to change the timing belt so this year 
I did.  Now next year it will be spark plugs.  At any rate, I 
seem to have gained a few hours as I planned to be stuck at 
Honda for 3 hours – but I’m at home!  The patient will be in 
hospital a day or two.  I have a free loaner car!  You know, 
one of those with an automatic key.  Automatic everything!  
Tomorrow I go to work and then out with friends, no need 
for a car.  So Saturday will be the earliest I can get my little 
car back.   
 
In the meantime, it is also Dues Season.  Everyone wants 
dues!  So do we at OWASU!  Your dues pay for ink and 
postage and paper for the Old World Archaeologist.  I thank 
those who have paid early to avoid an extra 20c postage to 
send a reminder.  Unless I can remember to print 2 pages on 
20 lb paper to make up the difference. 
 
While we are on the subject of postage, you have noted it 
has gone DOWN in 2016!  2c/ounce and 1c for the 
additional ounce for the journal.  My trips to the post office 
are now about $20.00 less each.  Amazing that such a small 
amount should accumulate to such an amount!  You may 
also have noticed that while dues for the APS have advanced 
from $30 to $45 since 2007, the ATA has doubled, and 
many dues for various study units such as OWASU have 
doubled or almost doubled in that length of time, we are 
able to hold dues at $15.00.  They were raised from $10 to 
$15 in 2007 and we have been able to hold that rate thus far 
against ink going from (let’s just use black) $21.99 to $31.99 
which is why the journal is now using Garamond print face 

instead of Times New Roman.  Other changes are the 
underlining has been discontinued and bold type is used 
only when necessary.  I use 11 pt instead of 12 pt to squeeze 
as much into each issue as possible and will revert to 10 pt 
to avoid adding a page or putting a sentence or two on 
another page. 
 
I would like to take this time to thank all those of you who 
add $5.00 to $50.00 as a ‘donation to the ink fund’.  It is 
your contributions that keep this journal’s ability to print all 
new issues in bright color.  I use an Epson printer, having 
killed off the HP, because I could pick out which pages were 
printed on one and the other two days after they were 
printed.   
 
Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah 
and a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year 2017, 

 

Caroline 

  



The Ishtar Gate of Babylon 

by Caroline Scannell          (cont’d from pg 1) 
 

The inner walls of Babylon had 8 entrance gates.  The most famous is the Gate of Ishtar, the goddess of war.  The brick 
walls of the gate are decorated with reliefs of dragons (symbol of the god Marduk) and bulls (symbol of the god Adad).   
 

Designs from Babylon, detail from Ishtar Gate, Babylon,  
580BC  Nov 23, 1966 

                      
German Democratic Republic,          German Democratic Republic,             German Democratic Republic,  The Lion is 
Sculptural relief of an auroch (bull)   Sculptural Relief of a dragon                 associated with Ishtar, the goddess of war 
Symbolizing the god Adad,               Symbolizing Marduk the patron            and protector of her people. 
Issued Nov 23, 1966, Scott #873.     god of Babylon, Scott #874.                  Issued Nov 23, 1966, Scott #875 & 876. 
 

 
The gate of Ishtar was reconstructed in the Pergamon Museum in Berlin 
using enameled bricks found on the site.  An inscription illustrates the 
works of Nubuchadnezzar II,  
“I dug the base of this gate, strengthened the foundation from the river 
with tar and enameled bricks in the color blue, on which wild bulls and 
dragons were shown.  I placed intrepid bulls and furious dragons at the 
entrance.” 
 
 

      
     Iraq, Babylon, the Gate & Lion, issued  
     Oct 24, 2011, Scott#1823 

 

 

Ancient Britain...A Walk Down Memory Lane 

 

    
 

    
 

Life in prehistoric times 
has always fascinated us. 
Thus, the Ancient Britain 
stamp issue is sure to 
capture your interest. This 
set of eight mint stamps 
issued January 17, 2017, 
features iconic sites and 
artifacts found in the 
United Kingdom with 
illustrated overlays to 
show how prehistoric  

civilization might have looked. Artifacts included are a Battersea Shield, a Star Carr Headdress, Drumbest Horns and a 
Mold Cape. Sites featured are Skara Brae Village, Maiden Castle Hill Fort, Avebury Stone Circles, and Grime’s Graves 
Flint Mines. 
 

Meticulously-designed Mint Stamps, a Presentation Pack, a First Day Cover and a Stamp Card Set complete this 
handsome collection 
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Vatican - A City of Death 

The Kolker Team 

 

Imagine the torment that these poor souls had to endure to simply exist. All around them was torture, pain, suffering, 
and the ever-present possibility of an early and violent death. With no means of escape, the only viable option for 
survival became to tunnel down to safety. 
 

 

<< One of the many passageways, with crypts lining the walls in the Catacombs of St. Calixtus 

 
That’s right, down. Down beneath the ground. Into the tombs. But that is exactly what 
the early Christians of Rome faced in the first through third centuries. But with brutal 
persecutions at the hands of unpredictable Roman emperors, the Christians in Rome 
faced at times unthinkable gruesome acts of torture. Being fed to the lions for 
entertainment, being burned alive at night for light at the Colosseum to see the lions, 
crucifixion, and decapitation were just some of the ways these Christians faced their 
earthly end.  All hovered over the heads of the persecuted early Church, and threatened 
the early church’s existence.  For the community of a radical new religion like 
Christianity, it took a radical plan to survive.  

 
The solution?  To expand and hide in the Roman catacombs, the underground tombs of the city. Grizzly as though it 
had to be, the catacombs offered the only hope. Over time, hiding places abounded in this vast labyrinth of tunnels. 
Vatican City issue, Scott #55 through 60, celebrate and memorialize these extraordinary times. Numbers 55 through 57 
show the crypt of St. Cecilia in the catacombs of St. Callixtus and the Basilica of Saints Nereus and Achilleus in the 
Catacombs of St. Domitilla grace Scott#58 through 60. 
 

    
Vatican City the Crypt of St. Cecilia I, Catacombs of St. Calixtus, Scott #55-57, Oct 12, 1938 
 

The catacombs started 
innocently enough. During 
the first century under the 
persecution of Nero, 
Christians were not allowed to 
own land, and thus could not 
bury their dead in any  

particular area. This explains Peter’s body being discarded in the public Acropolis after his martyrdom, along with other 
first century martyrs. However, by the second century, Christians could own land. With it, they began to bury their dead 
in private separate areas.  Early Christians, being a tight lot as they were, often donated land for public place where 
anyone of the same faith could be buried. The catacombs were born. 
 
Unfortunately, persecutions were on again, off again during the first and 
second centuries, necessitating such life-and-death choices as hiding 
among the dead.  Generations came to endure hiding and worshipping 
in the catacombs.  Archaeologists debate to this day if people lived 
there, and if they worshipped there regularly or not.  However, it is clear 
some religious rites towards honoring the dead did obviously take place 
regularly in the catacombs. 
 
How big were some catacombs? Enormous does not begin to describe 
them. The catacomb of St. Callixtus, named after an important third 
century assistant to Pope Zephyrinus, is 12 miles long and features four 
layers. It’s importance cannot be understated. In it houses the remains 
of 16 popes, scores of martyrs, and thousands of Christians.  
Zephyrinus directed Callixtus to start the process of constructing this 

 
Crypt of St. Cecilia with her statue lying in 
repose 

mammoth catacomb.  Ultimately, the Callixtus catacomb became the official cemetery of the Church of Rome. 
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Vatican - A City of Death 

The Kolker Team 

 

 
Panoramic view of St. Cecilia’s crypt 

The underground areas have many different twists, turns, and dark, 
forgotten corners. Two different areas stand out. One is the burial area 
known today as “The Little Vatican”. In this area nine different popes 
lay, dating back to the third century. On the walls of the Little Vatican, 
one can see Greek inscriptions for five of these popes.  Over two of 
them reads the Greek inscription “MPT”, the abbreviation for martyr. 
 
The second area, the area depicted on Scott#55 to 57 is the crypt of 
St. Cecilia. She is now known as the popular patron saint of music. 
Born to Roman nobility in the third century, she had from early on 
given her life to Christ. Despite this, she still was betrothed to 

 

another man.  On her wedding day, she informed her new husband, Valerianus, that she could not fulfill her obligations  
 

to the marriage due to her vow to Christ, and that she was 
actually betrothed to an angel.  Valerianus, being so impressed 
with her faith ultimately gave his life to Christ as well. However 
during subsequent persecutions, St. Cecilia was martyred, and 
her remains transferred to the catacomb of St. Callixtus. After 
her martyrdom, her body lay in her crypt this for approximately 
500 years before being transferred to a basilica dedicated to her. 
The crypt area since the ninth century has been covered with 
mosaics and painting. This includes a painting of St. Cecilia in 
an attitude of prayer, and a picture of Jesus holding one of the 
Gospels. Near it also is a portrait of St. Urban, and on the shaft 
to the left of the jam can be seen three martyrs: Polycamus, 
Sebastian, and Qurinius. 
 

 
Close up of St. Cecilia’s statue lying in “prayerful 
repose” 

 

    
Vatican City, the Basilica of Sts. Nereus and Achilleus in Catacombs of St. Domitilla, 
Scott#58-60, Issued Oct 12, 1938. 

 

Not to be outdone, the 
catacombs of St. Domitilla 
stretch 15 km in length 
underneath the city of Rome. 
Its length certainly makes it 
one of the longer catacombs, 
and by some accounts actually 
the largest catacomb.  
 

The Domitilla Catacombs are widely considered to be the best preserved catacombs. Its uniqueness also lies in the fact 
that is the only catacomb that in it still rests bones from the early Christian martyrs. 
 

The artwork is stunning; even today it shows the great faith and care that the early Christians had in the face of great 
tribulation and trial. Of all the catacombs in Rome, the art is far more advanced, sophisticated, colorful, and 
illuminating here than in any other catacomb throughout Rome. 
 

Saints Nereus and Achilleus were thought to been martyred by decapitation at the end of the first century or perhaps 
the beginning of the second century in Rome. In fact, some scholars believe that the Nereus that was alluded to in 
Paul’s epistle to the Romans is the same Nereus, although that cannot be assumed. Two stories have arisen to explain 
their martyrdom. One of them was that they were soldiers who gleefully resigned their commissions, swore allegiance to 
the risen Lord, and faced execution for their lack of allegiance to Rome.  
 

The second story describes them as eunuchs to the Emperor Domitian’s niece, Domitilla, who were executed for 
showing and professing their faith. Domitilla is thought to have ultimately donated the land that became the catacombs 
that bear her name today. 
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Vatican - A City of Death 

The Kolker Team 

 

In the fourth century a Basilica with their names was erected over the grave sites of St. Nereus and Achilles. This 
basilica is pictured in the stamps of Vatican City Scott’s number 58 through 60. 
 

What became of these catacombs?  The first blow to the catacombs came in 380 when the Emperor Theodosius 
proclaimed Christianity as the official religion of Rome. At first, most Christians still wanted their loved ones buried 
next to martyrs in the catacombs.  But with time, it became easier to simply use above-ground Christian cemeteries for 
easier access. 
 

But the sacking of Rome, it became increasingly difficult to go to the edges of town with the entrances to catacombs 
have been placed. Especially by the sixth century going to the catacombs became a dangerous adventure, and because 
of that the practice eventually stopped altogether. 
 

And time marches on. Over the next 1000 years, the catacombs were simply forgotten. While the occasional band of 
invading Germanic tribes may have found the catacombs and explore the entrances, it also appears that they remained 
largely undisturbed. They were accidentally rediscovered by the Romans in 1578, and exploration began in earnest soon 
after. In the early seventeenth century Antonio Bosio spent decades exploring them, and wrote in 1632 his seminal 
work, Roma Sotterranea,  on his findings. In the 19th century, a more exhaustive work by archeologist Giovanni Battista 
de Rossi provided the most comprehensive map of the catacombs available at that time. However even in the 1950s 
more catacombs have been discovered. 
 

Currently the Catholic Church oversees the catacombs, but has delegated some of that responsibility to other like-
minded agencies who are more singularly committed to their preservation and upkeep.  Tours abound throughout 
Rome of many of the catacombs, keeping alive the history of the early Christian faith. 
 

Editor’s Note:   Currently, maintenance of the catacombs is in the hands of the papacy, which has invested in the Salesians of Don 
Bosco the supervision of the Catacombs of St. Callixtus on the outskirts of Rome.  Responsibility for the Christian catacombs lies 
with the Pontifical Commission of Sacred Archaeology (Pontificia Commissione di Archeologia Sacra), which directs excavations 
and restorations. Study of the catacombs is directed by the Pontifical Academy of Archaeology. 

 

New Digs 
 

    
Algeria, city of Djelfa . issued August 6, 2016 
 

Djelfa is the capital city of Djelfa province, Algeria and the site of 
Ancient city and former bishopric Fallaba, which remains a Latin 
catholic titular see.  The area is notable for its abundance of 
Neolithic rock carvings dating from 7000 to 5000BC. North of 
Djelfa town there is an imposing physical feature known as Salt 
Rock  that resulted from the erosion of rock salts and marls by 
rain. To the west of the town Megalithic funerary structures are 
found. Fallaba was important enough in the Late

Roman province of Numidia to become one of the many suffragan bishoprics of its Metropolitan Archbishopric.  In 
the 11th century, the Fatimids sent the Banu Hilal to the Tripolitania, Tunisia and Constantine areas against the Zirids. 

 

 
 

<< Peoples Republic of China, The Great Wall, sheetlet 
of 9 different no further information known 

 
Perhaps the most recognizable symbol of China and 
its long and vivid history, the Great Wall of China 
actually consists of numerous walls and 
fortifications, many running parallel to each other.  
Originally conceived by Emperor Qin Shi Huang in 
the third century BC as a means of preventing 
incursions from barbarian nomads into the Chinese 
Empire.   
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New Digs 

 

 
Croatia, Paleontology The Whale of Zagreb (Mesocetus  
agrami) & The Lion of Dramalj (Panthera leo fossilis 
setenant pair, issued Oct 12, 2016 
 

Mesocetus  is an extinct genus of baleen whale from 
the Miocene Mesocetus is similar to other tranatocetids in 
having rostral bones that override the frontals and contact 
the parietals, nasals dividing the maxillae on the vertex, a 
dorsoventrally bent occipital shield with a more horizontal 
anterior portion and more vertical posterior portion, and a  
tympanic bulla with short, narrow anterior portion with 
rounded or squared anterior end and wider and higher 
posterior portion that is particularly swollen in the 
posteroventral area.  Shared characters with Tranatocetus 

include posterior ends of premaxillae fused with the maxillae and divided on the vertex by long, narrow and high 
(vertical plate-like) nasals and cervical vertebrae with wide transverse foramina, almost as wide as the centra.  
    Panthera leo fossilis, also known as the Early Middle Pleistocene European cave lion, is an extinct feline of the 
Pleistocene epoch. It is generally considered to be an early subspecies of the lion.  The oldest records of Panthera leo 
fossilis in Europe are from Isernia at Italy and are about 700,000 years old.  From Panthera leo fossilis derived the 
Upper Pleistocene European cave lion (Panthera leo spelaea), which is recorded for the first time about 300,000 years 
ago.  Panthera leo fossilis was almost as big as the American lion from the Upper Pleistocene. 
 

   

 

<<  France – UNESCO Official, Panther & Ephesus City, Turkey, issued 2016. 
 

Ephesus is an ancient city in Turkey’s Central Aegean region, near modern-day 
Selçuk. Its excavated remains reflect centuries of history, from classical Greece 
to the Roman Empire – when it was the Mediterranean’s main commercial 
center – to the spread of Christianity. Southwest of Selçuk stands the House of 
the Virgin Mary, a pilgrimage site believed to be where Mary spent the last 
years of her life. 

 

       
Israel, Mosaics of Eretz. Strip of 3 different with tabs, issued Nov 2016                                    sheet layout 
 

Creating mosaics requires a skilled artisan who must know how to lay foundations that prevent the floor from sinking, 
design intricate characters and shapes, and place the colorful tiles according to a precise predetermined plan. There are 
common themes in many of the ancient mosaic floors in Eretz Israel, which mainly feature plants and animals.  The art 
of mosaic floors began to develop in Eretz Israel during the Hellenistic period and peaked during the Roman and 
Byzantine periods. It was very costly to produce a mosaic floor, thus owning one was considered a status symbol that 
only few could afford. The wealthy adorned their luxurious homes with mosaic floors and community leaders used 
them to decorate public buildings, such as bath houses, churches and synagogues.  
   Archeologists believe that these floors were created by groups of artists who specialized in this craft and traveled from 
town to the town with samples of patterns, offering their services to community leaders. This explains why similar 
motifs appear in mosaics found in numerous ancient homes, synagogues and churches. The artists also incorporated 
unique elements into floors they were commissioned to create, such as a menorah in a synagogue or a cross in a church.  
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New Digs 

 

 
Grenada, The Great Wall of China,  issued 2015 or 2016, no further information known about this issue. 
Background information is noted on page 6. 

 

 
Israel, Festivals, Yom Kippur issued Sept 13, 2016, Scott#2116-8 
 

Yom Kippur also known as the Day of Atonement, is 
the holiest day of the year in Judaism. Its central 
themes are atonement and repentance. Jewish people 
traditionally observe this holy day with an approximate 
25-hour period of fasting and intensive prayer, often 
spending most of the day in synagogue services.  
Traditionally, Yom Kippur is considered the date on 
which Moses received the second set of Ten 
Commandments. It occurred following the completion 
of the second 40 days of instructions from God.

At this same time, the Israelites were granted atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf; hence, its designation as the 
Day of Atonement.  According to tradition, the first Yom Kippur took place after the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and 
arrival at Mount Sinai, where God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. Descending from the mountain, Moses caught 
his people worshipping a golden calf and shattered the sacred tablets in anger. Because the Israelites atoned for their 
idolatry, God forgave their sins and offered Moses a second set of tablets. 

Archeological clues along the coastal Levant  strongly suggest 
that the city states of coastal Levant were for many centuries 
trading outposts of  the Cypro/Minoan and Mycenaean 
cultures. One particular area of interest, which is central to the 
story of Solomon, was the fact that he was credited with having 
employed a large Naval force in the conduct of his trade.  In 
addition to having a navy Solomon is credited with being a 
shrewd diplomat with alliances to the kingdoms of Sheba, 
Egypt, and Phoenicia all of which were known to have had 
extensive seafaring capabilities at this time in ancient 
history. The Queen of Sheba alone was credited with having 
over 400 seafaring ships for conducting trade.  
 

 
Israel, Ancient Ships in art history: The navy of King 
Solomon and Israel Issued Nov 17, 2016 

The historic records from other contemporary cultures before and leading up to the time of Solomon show this 
geographic region to have been a very volatile area and was usually governed as a vassal state of one of the more 
prominent powers in the Region.  It is apparent from these records that the region had fallen into political turmoil after 
the onset of invasions by the Sea Peoples against Egypt in 1250 BCE. The early invasions exploits of Merneptah 1224-
1210 BCE  against the Sea Peoples are recorded as relief murals at Karnak. The later invasions of the sea peoples that 
were repulsed during the rule of Rameses III and are recorded at Mendinet Habu in graphic detail.  Egypt's influence, 
political and military dominance was not asserted again until the Palestinian campaign of Shishak 1 following the reign 
of Solomon in 941 BCE.  
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New Digs 
 

The Longxing Monastery or Longxing Temple is an ancient 
Buddhist monastery located near the town of Zhengding in 
Hebei Province, China, approximately 15 kilometers north 
of the provincial capital of Shijiazhuang. It has been referred 
to as the "First Temple south of Beijing".  The monastery was 
first built in 586 AD, during the Sui Dynasty. Its original 
name was Longcang monastery. One of the oldest stelae on 
the grounds of the monastery, the "Longcangsi Stele", dates 
from the year the monastery's foundation. Much of it was 
reconstructed during the Song Dynasty (960-1279 AD). 

 

 
Peoples Republic of China, Longxing Temple, issued 2016. 

 

 
Germany, Munsterschwarzach  
Abbey 1200 Years, issued Aug 4,2016 
 

Münsterschwarzach Abbey is a Benedictine monastery in Germany. It is located at 
the confluence of the rivers Schwarzach and Main in Bavaria.  The abbey, 
dedicated to the Holy Saviour, the Virgin Mary and Saint Felicity, was founded 
before 788 as a nunnery. It was a private foundation of the Carolingian ruling 
house: the abbesses were daughters of the imperial family, for example Theodrada 
a daughter of Charlemagne. After the death of the last Carolingian abbess, Bertha, 
in 877, the nuns left the abbey and it was taken over by Benedictines from 
“Megingaudshausen”.  During the 12th century Münsterschwarzach became a 
center of monastic reform when Bishop Adalbero of Würzburg, who was in

close contact with the reform movements of Cluny, Gorze and Hirsau, appointed Egbert of Gorze as abbot. Egbert not 
only reformed and renewed the spiritual life of Münsterschwarzach but then, through the spread of the subsequent  
Münsterschwarzach Reforms, exerted an influence far beyond it, from Harsefeld Archabbey near Stade in the north 
to Melk and Lambach in the south. 
 

   
 

   
Jordan, Ancient Castles in Jordan, issues Oct 20, 2016  

 
Jordan Post put new versions of the 
commemorative stamps, including one 
issue of commemorative stamps for the 
year 2015/2016, for sale to the public.  
A spokesman of Jordan Post, Zuhair 
pride, that the version consists of 
stamps archaeological castles in Jordan, 
and includes six categories: three stamps 
category 30 piasters and three stamps 
category 40 pts.  He added that this 
version of stamps available in the 
Philatelic Department, in the object 
Post Company building in Moqabaleen 
behind the radio and television building.

 

Forlorn in a vast arid sea, imposing desert castles and pavilions stood their ground as islands of civilization. Most of 
them were built during the Umayyad period, the first major Islamic dynasty, which reigned from AD661-750.  As lonely 
as these bastions of civilization appear today — often located many miles from human settlement — they were at one 
time integrated agricultural and commercial complexes, well-watered townships situated at the edge of the desert. 
 

 
Kazakhstan, The Almaty Region, issued 2016 
No information known about this issue. 

 
Tamgaly a World Heritage Site is a petroglyph site in 
the Zhetysu, Kazakhstan. Tamgaly is located 120 km to north-west 
of Almaty, and takes about two and a half hours as the side road to 
Tamgaly is in poor condition (August 2013). The site is open to 
visitors, and the guards can assist you to head in the right direction 
along a gravel path. The main petroglyphs can be reached in about 15 
minutes from the car park. The majority of the 5000 petroglyphs are 
in the main canyon, but there are a number in the many side canyons. 
The petroglyphs are mostly Bronze Age, but in some cases from 
the Iron Age and the Medieval.  Tamgaly became a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 2004. 
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New Digs 

 
Konya is a major city in the Central Anatolia Region of Turkey. It is the 
seventh most populous city in Turkey. Konya is an economically and 
industrially developed city and the capital of Konya Province.  Konya 
was historically the capital of the Seljuk Sultanate of Rum (Anatolia) and 
the Karamanids.  Excavations have shown that the region was inhabited 
during the Late Copper Age, around 3000BC. The city came under the 
influence of the Hittites around 1500BC. These were overtaken by the 
Sea Peoples around 1200BC. 
  The Phrygians established their kingdom in central Anatolia in the 8th 
century BC. Xenophon describes Iconium, as the city was called, as the 
last city of Phrygia. The region was overwhelmed by Cimmerian 
invaders c. 690BC. It was later part of the Persian Empire, until Darius 
III was defeated by Alexander the Great in 333BC.   
  Alexander's empire broke up shortly after his death and the town came 
under the rule of Seleucus I Nicator. During the Hellenistic period the 
town was ruled by the kings of Pergamon. 

 
Turkey, Konya; Tourism Capital of the Islamic 
World, issued Aug 4, 2016 

As Attalus III, the last king of Pergamon, was about to die without an heir, he bequeathed his kingdom to the Roman 
Republic. During the Roman Empire, under the rule of emperor Claudius, the city's name was changed to 
Claudioconium, and during the rule of emperor Hadrianus to Colonia Aelia Hadriana. 

 

 

Ukraine,  Kolomyia City Souvenir Sheet, 775 years of the 
first written record, issued Aug 19, 2016  
 
The settlement of Kolomyia was first mentioned by 
the Hypatian Chronicle[2] in 1240 and the Galician–
Volhynian Chronicle in 1241 a time of the Mongol 
invasion of Rus. Initially part of Kievan Rus', it later 
belonged to one of its successor states, the principality 
of Halych-Volhynia. On the order of Boroldai, the city 
fortress was burnt down in 1259. 

 

Club News 

Our 1/3rd Egyptian membership has voted!  But Rameses II remains . . . second.  Many menbers expressed interest in 
Rome, however, living with a cat named Hannibal (for Barca, with the 37 elephants), Rome is not among my favorites.  
But ruins of their milliaristic civilization, many built upon Barbarian civilizations’ cities, are scattered throughout most 
of the world.  Also I have found a way to put 2 websites’ information together to make several “shorts” – articles less 
than one page.  One of the sites is UNESCO.  The least popular article was Sana’a.  Maybe I should have kept to the 
Queen of Sheba.  The Kolker Company did quite well, with Alhambra garnering 43 points, The Underground Army 41 
points and Japan 40 points.  Pisa got 32, but all the engineers put their votes here.  The archaeologists liked Palmyra.   
Samarkand, with 66 points, was the favorite.  This should not have surprised me since the ATA gave it a great write up 
and I received several requests for copies.  As I write this nine members have not yet renewed so the vote may still go 
another way.  27 points can move Alhambra ahead of Samarkand, or Rameses II. 

 

A Very Special THANKS to the following members for their continued support: 

Gerald Gallagher 
The Kolker Klan – Christopher,              
…Christian and Joseph 
Jerry Davis 

Igor Grigorian 
Philip Nordstrom 
David Dengel 
George Grabon 

Jeff Hayward 
David Heckman 
Stan Raugh 
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Archaeology Today 
 

Police Recover More Than 3,500 Stolen Artifacts in Europe 
Operation Pandora involved 18 nations and pan-European police agencies to recover paintings, coins and artifiacts 
The European police agency Europol announced in a statement on Sunday that the agency, cooperating with law 
enforcement from 18 nations along with INTERPOL, the UN and World Customs Organization recovered 3,561 cultural 
artifacts during Operation Pandora, which took place in November. 
  According to the BBC, the operation was led by Spanish and Cypriot police and led to 75 arrests and the investigation of 
48,588 individuals. The aim of the operation, Spain’s Interior Ministry writes in a statement, was to “dismantle criminal 
networks involved in cultural theft and exploitation, and identify potential links to other criminal activities.” The operation 
also focused on cultural “spoliation” which means the looting of cultural goods during conflict or a time of war.  The BBC 
reports that among the items recovered were more than 400 coins from various periods in history that were being sold 
online, as well as a marble tombstone from the Ottoman Empire, 19 objects stolen from the Archeological Museum in 
Murcia, Spain, in 2014, as well as 500 other objects from the area and a Byzantine image of Saint George.  According to 
the press release, the operation led to searches of 29,340 vehicles and 50 ships and has spawned 92 other investigations. 
The New York Times reports that the authorities are not confirming where the arrests took place and have not released an 
inventory of all the artifacts that were recovered. 
  The FBI states that art crime has grown from “a relatively innocuous, ideological crime into a major international 
plague.” That’s because art crimes produce more revenue than any other criminal activity besides drug and arms dealing. 
In fact, it’s reported that Mohammad Atta, who hijacked one of the planes in the 9/11 attacks, tried to sell artifacts looted 
from Afghanistan to a German art professor in order to purchase a plane. According to Heather Pringle at National 
Geographic there is strong evidence that looted artifacts are being used to fund terrorism and insurgencies, and that 
organized crime has even begun to systematically loot archeological sites. 
By Jason Daley, smithsonian.com, January 24, 2017 

 

Remains of Wolf-like Ancient Otter Discovered in China  
Hong Kong  The modern day otter might not be the most fearsome creature to stalk the Earth, but the discovery of a 
species that lived 6.6 million years ago in southwestern China suggests its ancestor cut a much more intimidating figure. 
With "wolf-like" proportions, and weighing roughly 100 Ibs, the creature -- whose skull was excavated in Yunnan 
province -- would have been twice the size of today's otters. 
  The newly discovered species, Siamogale melilutra, had large, powerful jaws and enlarged teeth, according to the 
scientists responsible for excavating and studying a cranium pulled from a geological site in 2010. "From the beginning of 
the discovery, we realized that it could be a new species because of its huge size," Professor Ji Xueping told CNN. "I'm 
not an expert in carnivores, but I knew, when it was taken out of the ground, that this was something new." 
Ji led the Chinese field team as a part of a collaboration that included the Yunnan Cultural Relics and Archaeological 
Institute and the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. 
  The discovery included an almost complete cranium and lower jaw, which in its fossilized form required virtual 
reconstruction using CT technology in Beijing. The findings showed that the animal belonged to one of the otter's oldest 
and most primitive lineages. The otter family goes back at least 18 million years. Traits shared with the modern-day badger 
were also discovered, accounting for the species's name: "Melilutra" refers to meles, which is Latin for badger. Their 
likeness raises questions about the possible existence of a common ancestor. 
  "It's a funny, semi-aquatic creature, that would be between 1.5 to 2 meters in length," said Ji, who believes that further 
excavation projects could reveal more creatures of such proportions across China and Asia. These hulking otters of yore 
would have fed on large shellfish, crushed between their powerful jaws. "This finding is significant because it tells us 
something new about the otter family. But why it's so big? We just don't know -- that's a big question for further study," Ji 
said. 
By Sarah Karacs, for CNN, January 24, 2017     The study was published this week in Journal of Systematic Paleontology. 

 

Ötzi the Iceman's Last Meal Included Goat Bacon 
Analysis  of the 5,300-year-old  mummy's  stomach  contents shows he ate dry-cured meat from a mountain ibex.  Since  
his 5,300-year old mummified body was discovered in the Ötztal Alps between Italy and Austria in 1991, Ötzi the Iceman 
has been studied in incredible detail by researchers. Not only have they found that the ancient European was between 40 
and 50 when he died,  they discovered that he was murdered.  Just in the last year, researchers have revealed what the  
ice man wore,  what his voice may have sounded like and that he had calcification in his arteries.  A look at his stomach 

(cont’d next pg) 
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Archaeology Today 

Ötzi the Iceman's Last Meal Included Goat Bacon           (cont’d) 
contents in 2011 showed that the ice man’s last meal consisted of cooked grain and meat from an ibex, a type of wild goat.  
Now researchers say that further testing shows that it wasn’t just goat meat—Ötzi’s last meal included goat bacon. The Local 
reports that Albert Zink, a mummy specialist from the European Academy of Bolzano analyzed the goat meat found in Ötzi’s 
stomach. Looking at the nanostructure of the proteins, he was able to determine that the meat had never been cooked. 
Instead, it was dry-cured, making it into a product similar to prosciutto.  Zink points out that Ötzi was not carrying a bow and 
arrow with him while traveling in the mountains, meaning it was unlikely he was hunting fresh meat. Raw meat would 
probably spoil. So it makes sense that the ice man traveled with cured meat. “It seems probable that his last meal was very 
fatty, dried meat—perhaps a type of Stone Age Speck or bacon,” Zink said.  
  But that’s not the only secret Zink has pulled out of Ötzi’s tummy. In a study that appeared in Science earlier this month, Zink 
and his team also found the oldest known Helicobacter pylori bacterium in the ice man, the pathogen that has been linked to the 
development of ulcers and gastric cancer. According to Laura Geggel at LiveScience, the researchers took 12 biopsy samples 
of Ötzi's stomach and intestines, then separated out the various strains of H. pylori found in his food, the soil he was exposed 
to and the bacteria that infected the ice man himself. They isolated the pathogen, finding that Ötzi had a particularly virulent 
strain of the bacteria, and likely had a reaction to the bug, as do one in 10 people. 
  The H. pylori also helps researchers track migration of people into and out of Europe. The fact that Ötzi had a strain that 
Europeans share with Asian populations and not the North African strain most people have today means the populations 
probably had not mixed yet significantly. “We can say now that the waves of migration that brought these African Helicobacter 
pylori into Europe had not occurred, or at least not occurred in earnest, by the time the iceman was around … 5,300 years 
ago,” Yoshan Moodley, a professor in the Department of Zoology at the University of Venda in South Africa and co-author 
of the study says. 
  Whatever the condition of his stomach, Otzi likely didn’t have a chance to feel indigestion after snacking on the dried ibex. 
“The iceman felt secure and had a rest with a large meal,” Zink tells Andy Coughlan at New Scientist. “At a maximum of 30 to 
60 minutes later, because otherwise his stomach would have emptied, he was shot from behind with an arrow.”  And while 
Ötzi might have been fond of charcuterie, researchers found that he didn’t order the cheese plate, the analysis also showed 
that he did not have any dairy products in his stomach at the time of his death. 
By Jason Daley,  smithsonian.com, January 23, 2017 
 

Post Mortem Carried Out on 2,500 Year Old Remains 
New analysis carried out on pottery sherds found at an established archaeological Iron Age hillfort site at Heuneburg, 
Germany, have led to an amazing discovery.  Previously, when analyzing possible human remains, results have been highly 
unreliable and the samples subject to high levels of contamination. This happens when studying the nucleic acids found in 
DNA and RNA.  Now new researchers have been concentrating on the more reliable analysis of proteins. What was 
discovered in this case was evidence of proteins found on the inner surfaces of the pottery fragments, which indicated that 
they had once contained human blood and organs. 
   It was not a common practice to store human parts in this way at that time, which lead the researchers to look a little deeper. 
What they found was truly amazing. They managed to isolate proteins, or peptides, that were associated with a virulent virus 
known as Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever virus, or CCHFV for short, which is still active today and is transmitted from 
person to person via ticks.  So why were the remains stored in these pottery vessels? One explan-ation is that they were trying 
to protect their village from whatever the person died of. We do not know if there was a local epidemic or if the virus was 
brought in from outside the village by a travelling individual from an infected area. More interesting is the fact that many more 
examples of this type of body part storage may have been overlooked. 
   Angelique Corthals, a forensic anthropologist at the City University of New York (USA) is quite upbeat about it. "The 
discovery of protein for CCHFV in the pottery sherds is very exciting". She went on to say, "What have archaeologists been 
missing regarding social practices and the use of pottery vessels in the past? I can't imagine all of the exciting new findings 
other researchers will make". 
Edited from Science Magazine, December 9, 2016 
 

Newly Uncovered Ruins Reveal 7,000-Year-Old City in Egypt 
Last week, archaeologists working for the Egyptian Ministry of Antiquities announced that they had uncovered a previously 
unknown set of ruins just a few hundred yards near the ancient Egyptian capital city of Abydos. Just a few hundred yards away 
from the city’s central temple, the researchers uncovered the foundations of huts, pieces of pottery and stone tools, as well as 
15 large graves. The ruins may have been the final resting place for the capital’s elites, the Agence France-Presse reports.  
   Preliminary findings suggest that the site could be up to 7,000 years old, which places the find in the era of the First 
Dynasty in the southern province of Sohag.  While this cemetery may not be quite as ostentatious as  Pharaoh  Khufu’s  
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Archaeology Today 

Newly Uncovered Ruins Reveal 7,000-Year-Old City in Egypt        (cont’d) 
Great Pyramid, the grand size of these graves compared to others previously found in Abydos suggest that the tombs 
belonged to people of note, Reuters reports. “The size of the graves discovered in the cemetery is larger in some instances 
than royal graves in Abydos dating back to the first dynasty, which proves the importance of the people buried there and their 
high social standing during this early era of ancient Egyptian history,” officials from the Ministry of Antiquities said in a 
statement in Arabic, Reuters reports. 
   "About a mile behind where this material is said to be we have the necropolis with royal tombs going from before history to 
the period where we start getting royal names, we start getting identifiable kings,” Chris Eyre, an Egyptologist at the University 
of Liverpool who was not involved with the findings, tells the BBC. "So, this appears to be the town, the capital at the very 
beginning of Egyptian history."  While it’s unclear whether the newly uncovered site was historically part of Abydos or was 
originally a separate settlement that the capital city absorbed, it could still unveil plenty of new details and insights into the 
area’s residents. One working theory is that the site was home to high-ranking officials who lead construction on Abydos’ 
royal tombs, but still wanted to show off their own social standing despite living on the outskirts of the city, Peter Dockrill 
reports for ScienceAlert. The artifacts found at the scene could also have been left behind by the workers who built the city’s 
majestic tombs once their work was complete. 
By Danny Lewis,  smithsonian.com,  November 30, 2016 
 

Underwater Stone Age Settlement Mapped Out 
A now-submerged Stone Age settlement has been mapped in the Baltic Sea, revealing how its ancient inhabitants lived along 
what was once a lagoon on the coast of Sweden some 9,000 years ago.  The exceptionally well-preserved site was discovered 
about seven years ago, after divers came upon what are now considered to be the oldest stationary fish traps in northern 
Europe. It turns out that those fishing traps were a part of the Haväng site, which archaeologists now believe was once a 
lagoon environment where Mesolithic humans lived during parts of the year. 
     Lead researcher Anton Hansson of Lund University and his colleagues reconstructed what the lagoon settlement would 
have looked like during the Mesolithic using a type of sonar system called multibeam echo-sounder technology. They mapped 
the surface of sites located about 65 feet (20 m) below sea level, nearly 2 miles (3 km) from the current shoreline. Along with 
the sonar mapping, the researchers also dug into the seabed to determine what the topography of the region would have 
looked like before it was submerged. 
     Since the sea level is now higher today than it was during the Holocene, many of these early settlements are currently 
underwater. The HavÃ¤ng site was already buried in sediment when the sea level began to rise, which helped to preserve the 
site.  The researchers uncovered a total of eight ancient fishing traps - made of rods of braided hazel wood - and a 9,000-year-
old pick axe that was made out of elk antlers, which bore inscriptions that have yet to be deciphered. "These [fish trap] 
constructions, the oldest known in northern Europe, indicate extensive riverine and lagoonal fishing, previously not recorded 
during the Mesolithic in Sweden," the researchers wrote in their study. "Furthermore, bones and antlers of red deer with 
slaughter marks and a unique pick axe made of elk antler provide evidence of human exploitation of terrestrial resources." 
     The discoveries indicate the existence of mass fishing by these early humans, and therefore a semipermanent settlement, 
Hansson added. "We know that this time is the start of quite a warm period during the Holocene history and people, I think, 
had quite good lives here. There was lots of food and quite a warm climate, at least during the summers," Hansson said. 
Edited from Yahoo! News,  December 5, 2016 

 

ISIS Has Destroyed a Nearly 3,000-Year-Old Assyrian Ziggurat 
The ziggurat of Nimrud was the ancient city’s central temple 

In addition to the many human atrocities committed by ISIS, one of its regular calling cards has been the destruction of 
irreplaceable archaeological sites. Now, even as Iraqi forces work to drive the insurgent group from its strongholds, satellite 
images show it has left behind a trail of destroyed heritage sites, including a 2,900-year-old ziggurat in the ancient Assyrian city 
of Nimrud in northern Iraq.  Predecessors to structures like the Great Pyramids, the ziggurats of Mesopotamia were massive 
step pyramids built as religious sites. For Nimrud, the capital of the ancient Assyrian civilization, the 140-foot-tall temple was 
the center of its spiritual life, Caroline Elbaor reports for artnet News. Built about 2,900 years ago by King Ashurnasirpal II, the 
mud brick structure was dedicated to Ninurta, a god of war and the city’s patron deity. 
  Iraqi forces announced that they had recaptured Nimrud on Sunday, Dominic Evans and Ahmed Rasheed report for Reuters. 
While experts are still waiting for permission to examine the damage inflicted on the ancient city, recent satellite images 
indicate that the ziggurat is no more.  ISIS has made a habit out of publically destroying and vandalizing ancient historical sites 
throughout its reign in the region, nominally as an attack on traditions and culture that do not fit into its religious beliefs. 
However, as Benjamin Sutton reports for Hyperallergic, experts unsure exactly why the group destroyed the ziggurat.  “The 
ziggurat mound is the highest point in the nearby landscape, making it an ideal defensive position for encroaching forces.  
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Archaeology Today 
 

ISIS Has Destroyed a Nearly 3,000-Year-Old Assyrian Ziggurat        (cont’d) 
However, the archaeological site is located in a remote area far from strategic points,” the American Schools of Oriental 
Research’s Cultural Heritage Initiatives says in a statement. “Alternatively, like the Northwest Palace and the Nabu 
Temple at Nimrud, the attack could have served a dual purpose: intentional destruction for the composition of future 
propaganda and retributory violence to demoralize local populations and goad invading military forces. ISIL militants 
could also have been searching for antiquities in the mound.” 
  If the militants were looking for treasures to loot, they would have been sorely disappointed by the ziggurat of 
Nimrud. Unlike the Great Pyramids, which contained internal chambers and passageways, ziggurats were solid mounds 
made from mud brick, with nothing on the inside but more brick, Richard Spencer reports for The Times.  John Curtis, 
the president of the British Institute for the Study of Iraq, was told about the Nimrud's destruction in September 
by Iraqi sources, but was asked to keep the information confidential, Martin Bailey reports for The Art Newspaper. The 
site at Nimrud still needs to be secured and swept for mines and booby traps left behind by ISIS fighters before civilian 
experts will be able to visit and assess the damage in person. But whatever the insurgent group’s reasons for demolishing 
the ziggurat, the result is the destruction of yet another priceless piece of humanity’s cultural heritage. 
By Danny Lewis,  smithsonian.com,  November 15, 2016 
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Have you visited out website recently?   A membership application is 
available for printing, so is a flyer advertising our club.  They print 
easily for those of you attending stamp shows around the country to 
leave at the literature table. 

 

 

 

Do you collect stamps of Cave Paintings, Monoliths, Ancient Tombs and Temples?  Do you enjoy reading about “classic” 

cultures like Athens, Rome, Egypt or the ‘not so classic’ cultures like China and the nations of the Silk Road.  Are you 

Barbarian heritage?  Roman?  Greek?  Love learning about cultures like the Olmec, Han, Easter Island or Angkor Wat? 

 

If you do and you collect stamps, combining these two interests is a rewarding hobby. 

 

OWASU is a group of stamp collectors who collect postal materials related to Old World Archaeology with some New 

World thrown in.  If your answer is “YES!” consider joining our society which specializes in Old World Archaeology. 

 

For more information contact our President, Mr. Merle Farrington, 

or email our editor Caroline Scannell at editor@owasu.org. 
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