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Samarkand  Crossroads of Cultures  

by Caroline Scannell 

 

Samarkand is one of the oldest inhabited cities in the world, prospering from its location on the Silk Road trade route 
between China and Europe. At times Samarkand has been the greatest city of Central Asia, and for much of its history 
it has been under Persian rule. Founded circa 700 BC it was the capital of the Sogdian satrapy under the Achmenid 
Dynasty of Persia when Alexander the Great conquered it in 329 BC.  
 
Today Samarkand is the third-largest city in Uzbekistan and the capital of Samarkand Province. In 2001 UNESCO 
inscribed the 2700-year-old city on the World Heritage List as Samarkand - Crossroads of Cultures.  
 

 

 
The historic town of Samarkand is a crossroad and melting pot of 
the world's cultures. Founded in the 7th century B.C., Samarkand 
had its most significant development in the Timurid period from 
the 14th to the 15th centuries. The major monuments include the 
Registan Mosque and madrasas, Bibi-Khanum Mosque, the 
Shakhi-Zinda compound and the Gur-Emir ensemble, as well as 
Ulugh-Beg's Observatory.  
 

The Silk Road. Head of camel on the background of Kalta Minor 
minaret, on the background of a map of present-day Uzbekistan. 
Top left is the Lake Aral, extending from south western Siberia 
into Uzbekistan 

Uzbekistan, Scott #74, issued Aug 28, 1995.  
 
From the 6th to 13th centuries it grew larger and more populous than today and was controlled by various tribes of 
Turks, Arabs, and Seljuks before being sacked by the Mongols in 1220.  Samarkand suffered at least another Mongol 
sack by Khan Baraq to get treasure he needed to pay an army with.  
 
The historical part of Samarkand consists of three main sections. 
   In the north-east is the site of the ancient city of Afrosiab, founded in the 7th century BC and 
destroyed by Genghis Khan in the 13th century, which is preserved as an archaeological reserve. 
Archaeological excavations have revealed the ancient citadel and fortifications, the palace of the 
ruler (built in the 7th century) displays important wall paintings, and residential and craft quarters. 
There are also remains of a large ancient mosque built from the 8th to 12th centuries. 
   To the south, are architectural ensembles and the medieval city of the Temurid epoch of the 
14th and 15th centuries, which played a seminal role in the development of town planning, 
architecture, and arts in the region. The old town still contains substantial historic areas with 
typical  narrow  lanes,  articulated  into  districts  with  social  centers,  mosques,  madrassahs, and 
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Mongolia, Genghis         
Khan, Scott #2814, 

Aug 24,2014 
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From the Editor:     

Thanks to all the early renewals and especially those of you 
who filled in the questionnaire.  One of the questions was if 
you are planning to attend the big international stamp show 
in NYC.  And many of you are.  While the unit is not 
planning a formal meeting at the show, a dinner meeting one 
evening after the show is not out of the question.   
 

So far I have sent several thousand stamps soaked off 
envelopes to the American Topical Association, and have 
more in stock to donate to the ATA and also to the crew at 
the show for beginning collectors.  I will be cleaning out the 
house for stuff for beginners, adult or children, that I can 
get rid of to make room for more stamps.   
 

I will be staying in the City with friends to avoid the two 
hour trip home and two hours back again in the morning.  It 
is the perfect time to pick up those higher priced and rarer 
items – regardless of price.  I intend to pick up some mid-
eastern material I missed a few years ago, along with making 
some contact to obtain material that will be coming out in 
September. 
 

I will miss some local activities at the Historical Society and 
Museum I volunteer for, but that can’t be helped.  Can’t be 
in two places at the same time when they are 65 miles apart.  
I am presently working on my schedule during the show so I 
miss as little as possible.  The site it is being held, The Javitts 
Convention Center, takes up several blocks, from 34th  
Street to 37th Street, 11th Avenue to the water, which is 
beyond 12th Avenue. 
 

As I am working on this snow is falling outside, thus you 
will receive this issue late.  All that has to be done is my 
column and printing, sealing and mailing.  No way can I get 
to the post office!  I am about to go outside to shovel for 
the third time as it is coming down, otherwise I will not be 
able to get out my front door!  Days like this it’s nice to have 
some stamps to work on.  We are expecting anywhere 
between 20” to 30”.   What happened to the 6” to 8” 
originally forecast?  Oh well. 
 

OWASU is not planning a separate meeting during the show 
but we may be able to get together for a dinner one evening.  
Not a lunch, certainly, that would take time away from 
enjoying all those stamps!  NYC has many small eateries for 
breakfast and lunch to easily avoid a $20 hotel breakfast. 
 

Don’t forget to visit GPO while in the area, located at 8th 
avenue and 33rd street, across from Penn Station, it’s worth a 
visit. 
                 

Caroline 
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residential housing. The traditional Uzbek houses have one or two floors and the spaces are grouped around central 
courtyards with gardens; built in mud brick, the houses have painted wooden ceilings and wall decorations.  The 
contribution of the Temurid masters exercised an important influence in the entire region, leading to the achievements 
of the Safavids in Persia, the Moghuls in India, and even the Ottomans in Turkey. 
   To the west is the area that corresponds to the 19th and 20th century’s expansions, built by the Russians, in European 
style. The modern city extends around this historical zone.  Many houses retain painted and decorated interiors, 
grouped around courtyards and gardens.  The major monuments include the remains of Ulugh Beg’s Observatory. 

 
In 1370, Tamerlane (Timur Lang) decided to make Samarkand the 
capital of his projected world empire, which extended from India to 
Turkey. For the next 35 years, he built a new city, populating it with 
artisans and craftsmen from all of the places he had captured. In spite of 
his alleged cruelty and atrocities, Timur soon gained a reputation for 
wisdom and generosity. 
 
Uzbekistan Tamerlane, Scott #118, Aug 31, 1996. Souvenir sheet issued 
for  660th birth anniversary of Tamerlane, 1336-1405. In the 
background ancient Uzbek architecture.  
 

 

 
 
 

<< Uzbekistan 1994. Ulugh Beg, Scott #61, Sept 15, 1994.  
 
Uzbekistan 1994. Souvenir sheet. 600th birth anniversary of Ulugh Beg, 
Tamerlane's grandson. In the background depictions of star constellations.  
 

Succeeding Tamerlane, his grandson Ulugh Beg ruled the country for 40 years. 
In Samarkand, Ulugh Beg created a scientific school that united outstanding 
astronomers and mathematicians. He also ordered the construction of an 
observatory; it contained a gigantic but precision-made marble sextant with an 
arc length of 63 meters. 
 

Ulugh Beg was probably more famous as an astronomer than a ruler. His works 
on astronomy were known even in Europe. In the 1420s, he built an immense, 
3-story tall astrolabe, one of the largest ever constructed, in order to measure the 
positions of the stars with unprecedented accuracy. The ruins were unearthed in 
1908.  

 

<<  Uzbekistan, The Great Silk Road, Sogdian Capital 
Samarkand, Scott #725, June 12,2013 
 
Archaeological excavations have brought to light the remains of 
settlements from the first half of the 1st millennium BC. 
Afrosiab/Samarkand had a strategic location at the time of the 
formation of the first large states in Central Asia, such as 
Khorezm, Bactria and Sogd, and it was the capital of Sogdiana. 
It was part of the Achaemenid Empire (6th-4th centuries BC) 
and that of Alexander the Great (4th century BC). The city 
became prosperous and an important centre of silk trade in the 
2nd century AD. 

(Cont’d pg 4)
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Uzbekistan, 10th Anniversary of Independence – Archaeology, Scott #315a-k, August 24, 2001  
 

 
Uzbekistan, 2008 
 

 
Yahya Gulyamovich Guliamov (1908-1977) - a famous scientist-archaeologist, professor and 
academician of Uzbek Academy of Sciences. He was the first Uzbek archaeologist expert, an 
active participant in numerous scientific expeditions. Over time, Y.G. Guliamov gained fame and 
recognition for his works on the history of primitive culture and history of irrigation in 
Uzbekistan in Central Asia. He did a lot for the organization of the historical and archaeological 
research in the country, the protection and restoration of historical monuments, which are so 
numerous in Uzbekistan. (Wikipedia) 

 

The city was part of a Turkish kingdom in the 6th century, and was conquered by Kuteiba-ibn-Muslim in 712 CE, starting 
the penetration of Islamic culture into the region. The Arab rulers turned the ancient temples into mosques, 
administrative centers, places of learning, courts, and treasuries. The Samanids of Iran occupied the place from the 9 th to 
10th centuries and Turkic peoples from the 11th to 13th centuries.  Samarkand was part of the Kingdom of Khwarezm in 
the 13th century, until it was devastated by the Mongol invasion of Genghis Khan in 1220. The city emerged as a major 
center through the efforts of Tamerlane.  It was rebuilt and became the capital of Timur's powerful state and the 
repository of the material riches from conquered territories that extended from Central Asia to Persia, Afghanistan, and 
India.  It remained a cultural capital of the Timurids until the reign of Ulugh Beg (1409-49) and his successors.  Timur 
built a citadel, the Blue Palace (Kuk-Saray), and other important buildings. The eastern gates of the town linked with the 
city center, known as Registan Square, where Ulugh Beg started building a major complex in 1447. 

(cont’d pg 5) 
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In 1868, the city came under Russian rule, when the citadel was stormed by a force under Colonel A.K. Abramov (1836-
1886). Shortly thereafter the small Russian garrison of 500 men were themselves besieged. The assault was led by the Beg 
of Shakhrisyabz, and the attack was beaten off with heavy losses.  
 

    

 
Russia 1963. Samarkand. 
Gur-e Amir Mausoleum, 
Scott #2808,   Registan 
Square, Scott #2809,  and 
Schachi-Zinda Mosque., 
Scott #2810, Nov 14, 
1963. 

 

One of the most beautiful of Samarkand’s sights is the “Tomb of the Living King".  The complex is based on the grave of 
Qusam ibn Abbas, a cousin of the Prophet Muhammad, who brought Islam to this area. His shrine is one of the oldest 
buildings in Samarkand. According to legend, he is not dead, but only sleeping and his tomb draws thousands of pilgrims. 
The approach to the tomb is a vast necropolis built on the ruins of the ancient Sogdian city. The major tombs belong to 
Timur and Ulugh Beg’s extended family and favorites, and are covered in fantastic Majolica tile work.  
 

              
Uzbekistan, Registan Square        Uzbekistan princess        Uzbekistan, Scott 397-8, Oct 18, 2004 
Samarkand, Scott#5,                    Nadira Banu Begum       Jewellery & Talismans - Tumor, Samarkand & Tashkent 
Oct 28, 1992.                               Scott #1, May 7, 1992 
 

    
Issued to commemorate the 2700th Anniversary of the City of Samarkand, 4 diferent Islamic Schools are depicted on this 
set of stamps issued July 30, 2007, Scott #531a Registon maydoni Ulug'bek madrasasi, 531g Registon maydoni Umumiy 
ko'rinishi, 531b Registon maydoni Sherdor madrasasi and 531c Registon maydoni Tillakori madrasasi. 
 

Since 1989, when Islam Karimov rose to the leadership of Uzbekistan, restrictions on Islam have been relaxed. Since then 
many mosques have been restored or built in Uzbekistan, and religious literature has become much more accessible. 
Nevertheless, Uzbekistan's leaders have made it clear that the government will not tolerate the mixing of religion and 
politics by independent groups.  
 

Member Ads: 

Seeking used postal stationery with mythological subjects pictured, especially Hercules or prehistoric man or art. 
Fran Adams,   P O Box 420308,   San Diego, CA 92142      Fran.adams@gmail.com         He’s working on an exhibit and 
would appreciate any assistance in obtaining these items.  If you know a dealer carrying them let him know.  
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Two Beautiful Shrines of Japan 

By Christian Kolker 
 

 

 
“The island of Itsukushima, in the Seto inland sea, has 
been a holy place of Shintoism since the earliest times. 
The first shrine buildings here were probably erected in 
the 6th century. The present shrine dates from the 12th 
century and the harmoniously arranged buildings reveal 
great artistic and technical skill. The shrine plays on the 
contrasts in color and form between mountains and sea 
and illustrates the Japanese concept of scenic beauty, 
which combines nature and human creativity.”            
UNESCO 

 

UNESCO has long sponsored world heritage Sites for the preservation of historical and archaeological sites, allowing 
future generations to enjoy some of the worlds most storied and important treasures ever made by man. 
 

 
Fig# 1 – UN Geneva First-Day Covers of Scott # 373 and #374 
 

 
Fig# 2 - Back side of cover Fig. #1 

 

In Japan, both the Itsukushiima shrine and the Todai-ji temple 
were made World Heritage Sites in 1996.  This first day cover 
celebrates this and allows the tourist to explore the role of both 
Buddhism and Shintoism in the history of Japan.   

The Itsukushima shrine is a Shinto shrine.  It is also a Torii shrine, which means that it has a gate set away from the main 
shrine, and that gate is known as the "floating gate". 
 
The Torii appears to be floating only on high tides.  When the tide is low it is approachable by foot from the island where 
many gather shellfish near the fate for miso soup.  At night beautiful lights illuminate the gate for a breathtaking view. 
 

(Cont’d pg 7) 
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<<  Fig#3 – FDC designating the shrines as World Heritage Sites in English, 
French and German 
 
In 1168 warlord Taira no Kiyomori built the shrine.  After initially being built it 
has been destroyed by fire and rebuilt many times.  It is classified as one of the 
'three views of Japan'; a distinction meaning it was considered one of the most 
wonderful ancient sites to see in Japan. 

 

 
Fig#4 – A close-up of #374 

<<  Fig#4 – A close-up of Scott #374, the Itsukushima shrine, with its Torii gate, 
issued Aug 1, 2001 
 
Kiyomori built Itsukushima shrine to dedicate the shrine to the three daughters of 
Sasano-ono Makito, Shinto god of the sea and storms, and the brother of the sun 
goddess Amaterau.  Since 1950 one of the prime functions of the shrine is for Noh 
Theater which is the reenactment of Shinto myth in order to pay homage to the 
gods.  Retaining the purity of the shire is also very important in the Shinto religion 
therefore, since 1878 no deaths or births are allowed in or even near the shrine.   

 

    
Fig#5 - The cancellation postmark for     Fig# 6 – Great Buddha 
August 1, 2001, in French                         Hall, Japan Scott #2820a, 
                                                                 issued June 21, 2002. 

 

Todai-ji is a Buddhist temple constructed in 
752 CE.  It's Great Buddha's Hall houses the 
world's largest bronze statue of Buddha, and is 
thought by some to be the world's largest 
wooden building.  It is one third smaller than 
the original version built in the 700s.  Emperor 
Shomu planned for the temple to be the 
headquarters of Buddhism for the region. He 
did this as an attempt to reconcile Buddhism 
with Shintoism after a series of national 
disasters like plague and typhoon had struck 
Japan. 

It took 2.6 million people to construct the great Buddha and it's hall.  They contributed rice, wood, metal, cloth and labor.  
360,000 people worked directly on the construction of the statues.  The opening ceremony was held in 752 with the 
attendance of 100,000 monks and 4,000 dancers to celebrate the construction. 

 
 
As part of an archaeological survey of Todai-ji x-rays were made of the 
great Buddha in 2004 as it was rumored to house the remains of Shome 
inside.  A human tooth, pearls, a sword and jewels were found inside the 
knee of the statue and are believed to have belonged to emperor Shome 
himself.  Because of the religious nature of the site further archaeological 
excavations are not planned.  
 
Japan has been a leader in protecting its heritage using the designation 
World Heritage Site to mark its important cultural and archaeological 
sites. Japan has 19 in total and has issued 16 commemorative stamps 
highlighting those sites.  The sheets of the Torii shrine and Todai-ji 
temple are shown below. 
 

 
Figure 7 – Close-up of the Todai-ji temple, 
as depicted on UN (Geneva) Scott #373. 

 (Cont’d pg 8) 
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Fig #8                                                                              Fig #9 

 
 
Fig #8, Japan Scott 
#2760, featuring the 
floating gate of the 
Torii Shrine, issued 
March 23, 2001 
 
 
Fig#9 – Japan Scott 
#2820, complete with 
the Great Buddha 
Hall of Todai-ji and 
with the deer grazing 
in the background, 
issued June 21, 2002

 

The United Nations Agency UNESCO has designated more than 1,000 sites throughout the world as World Heritage 
Sites.  This program catalogues, names and conserves sites of outstanding cultural importance to the common heritage of 
humanity. 
 

 

New Digs 

 

 
 

Carnuntum was a Roman army camp on the Danube in the Noricum province and after the 1st 
century the capital of the Pannonia Superior province, with 50,000 people.   
 

Archeologists have been excavating the rich soils of Carnuntum for Roman ancient cultural remains 
for decades now. Equally remarkable as their findings is the 910 hectares of prime and fertile soil for 
red wines that reflect regional typicity. The 'Rubin Carnuntum' wine is produced by a selection of 
the region's dynamic producers. With the image of the Roman Heidentor (Heathen's Gate) depicted 
on the stamp. imprinted on its label, it is a recognition of the region's cultural history.  The principal 
grape variety is Zweigett Blaufrankisch. 

Austria, Wine Districts,  
Carnuntum, Issued Sept 5, 2015, Scott #2574 

 
The Carnuntum wine-region stretches from Vienna in the west to the 
border of the Slovak Republic in the east. The vineyards are spread

out over three principal hilltops and lie south of the Danube, these being the Leithagebirge (Leitha mountain ridge), the 
Arbesthaler Hügelland (hillside around Arbesthal) and the Hainburger Berge (mountain range around Hainburg). The soil 
structures consist mostly of dense loam and loess and sandy gravels, that offer the best conditions for red wine production, 
particularly the widely planted indigenous Blauer Zweigelt, along with the international varieties Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. 
Even Blaufränkisch is favoured by producers, with some great wines coming from the Spitzerberg vineyards towards the 
east of the region. 
 

 (cont’d pg 9) 
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New Digs        (cont’d from pg 8) 

Carnuntum, city of emperors, has been reborn. Uniquely throughout the world, the major types of Roman architecture 
have been reconstructed in Carnuntum's city quarter: a citizen’s house, a splendid mansion and public baths. The 
reconstructions are not fictitious sets or museum objects, but functional buildings that can actually be lived in.  Roughly 
1700 years ago, Carnuntum staged an event that was to have a significant impact on the world: In late fall of 308 AD, 
three Roman emperors, Hadrian, Marcus Aurelius or Septimius Severus,  gathered in Carnuntum to consult about the 
future of the Roman Empire. The results of this Emperors’ Conference were partly responsible for the triumphal progress 
of Christianity and thus our western culture.  
 

More than 100 years ago, the Museum Carnuntinum was built in Bad Deutsch-Altenburg. It is Austria’s largest and 
undoubtedly most magnificent Roman museum. Designed in the style of an ancient Roman country mansion, the elegant 
structure houses the treasures of more than 400 years of Roman life in Carnuntum. 
 
 

 
Bosnia &Herzegovina 
 

 

75th Anniversary of finding Lascaux Cave Rock Paintings, Self Adhesive, issued Sept 10, 2015, 
Scott # 745. 
 

Lascaux is the setting of a complex of caves in southwestern France famous for its Paleolithic 
cave paintings. The original caves are located near the village of Montignac, in the department of 
Dordogne. Lascaux is most famous of the caves located in the Vezere Valley.   
 

Discovered in 1940 Lascaux is an important site of prehistoric art with hunting scenes depicting 
more than 100 animal figures remarkable for their detail, colors and life-like quality.  

Amenhotep, son of Hapu (ca. 1430 BCE – 1350 BCE) was born at Athribis in the Delta 
near modern Benha in the time of Thutmose III (or Amenhotep II) to a father called 
Hapu and a mother called Itu.  He was an architect, a priest, a scribe, and a public official, 
who held a number of offices under Amenhotep III. 
 

This seated statue represents Amenhotep son of Hapu, the royal scribe and architect of 
Amenhotep III. He is depicted here as an aged man: his chest sags, his stomach is 
rounded, and the fleshiness of old age marks his face. The inscription states that he had 
reached the age of 80 (extraordinarily old for an ancient Egyptian) and wished to attain 
110 years (the perfect lifespan).  The statue was found in front of the north face of the 7th 
 

 
Egypt, Amenhotep, Son of 
Hapu, Iss 2015,Scott #2135. 

pylon at Karnak and dates from Dynasty 18, New Kingdom (1390-1352 BCE), and is made of grey granite.  The statue 
was designed to act as an intermediary between the living and the gods. Such "intermediary" statues were placed near the 
entrances of temples so that they could be approached and prayed to by those unable to gain access to the interior of the 
temple.    This statue is currently located in the Cairo Museum 

 

 
Faroe Island.  Viking Age Religion Souvenir Sheet, Issued Sept 28, 2015, Scott 
#650abc 

a-Krossteinur, Stone with Crusifix from Olansgardhi 
b-Cross on wooden bucket bottom 
c-Stone fishing sinkers with St. Hans crucifix 

 

Archaeological evidence has been found 
of settlers living on the Faroe Islands in 
two successive periods prior to the 
arrival of the Norse, the first between 
AD400-600 and the second between 
AD600-800. Scientists from Aberdeen 
University have also found early cereal 
pollen from domesticated plants, which 
further suggests people may have lived 
on the islands before the Vikings 
arrived. Archaeologist Mike Church 
noted that Dicuil  mentioned what may 
have been the Faroes. He also suggested 
that the people living there might have 
been from Ireland, Scotland or 
Scandinavia, with possibly groups from 
all three areas settling there. 
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New Digs        (cont’d from pg 9) 

    
Hong Kong, Ancient Chinese Scientists; no date of issue or Scott # known.   
 

Li Shizhen, 
compendium of 
material medica;   
Guo Shoujing, 
Simplified 
Armilla;   
Zu Chongzhi, 
Value of Pi; 
Zhang Heng, 
Seismoscope 

Li Shizhen, courtesy name Dongbi, was a Han Chinese polymath, medical doctor, scientist, pharmacologist, herbalist and 
acupuncturist of the Ming dynasty.  His major contribution to clinical medicine was his 27-year work, which is found in 
his scientific book Compendium of Materia Medica (Bencao Gangmu). He is also considered to be the greatest scientific 
naturalist of China, and developed many innovative methods for the proper classification of herb components and 
medications to be used for treating diseases.  The Bencao Gangmu is a medical text with 1,892 entries, each entry with its 
own name called a gang. The mu in the title refers to the synonyms of each name.  The book has details about more than 
1,800 drugs (Chinese Medicine), including 1,100 illustrations and 11,000 prescriptions. It also described the type, form, 
flavor, nature and application in disease treatments of 1,094 herbs. His Compendium of Materia Medica has been translated 
into many different languages, and remains as the premier reference work for herbal medicine. His treatise included 
various related subjects such as botany, zoology, mineralogy, and metallurgy. The book was reprinted frequently and five 
of the original editions still exist. 
Guo Shoujing was a Chinese astronomer,  engineer, and mathematician born in Xingtai, Hebei who lived during 
the Yuan Dynasty (1271–1368). The later Johann Adam Schall von Bell (1591–1666) was so impressed with the preserved 
astronomical instruments of Guo that he called him "the Tycho Brahe of China." Jamal ad-Din (astronomer) cooperated 
with him. 
Zu Chongzhi (429 -500), born in Qiuxian of Fanyang (present Laishui of Hebei Province), was a great scientist and 
prominent Chinese mathematician and astronomer during the Liu Song and Southern Qi Dynasties.  Guo Shoujing was a 
major influence in the development of science in China. The tools he invented for astronomy allowed him to calculate an 
accurate length for the year, which allowed the Chinese culture to set up a whole new system of exact dates and times, 
allowing for increasingly accurate recording of history and a sense of continuity throughout the country. The calendar 
stabilized the Chinese culture allowing subsequent dynasties to rule more effectively. Through his work in astronomy, he 
was also able to more accurately establish the location of celestial bodies and the angles of the Sun relative to Earth. He 
invented a tool which could be used as an astrological compass, helping people find north using the stars instead 
of magnets. 
Zhang Cheng was an astronomer, mathematician, engineer, geographer and inventor, who lived during the Han Dynasty 
(25 – 220 AD).  He is credited with developing the world’s first earthquake detector.  Zhang's seismoscope was a giant 
bronze vessel, resembling a samovar almost 6 feet in diameter. Eight dragons snaked face-down along the outside of the 
barrel, marking the primary compass directions. In each dragon's mouth was a small bronze ball. Beneath the dragons sat 
eight bronze toads, with their broad mouths gaping to receive the balls.  The exact mechanism that caused a ball to drop 
in the event of an earthquake is still unknown. One theory is that a thin stick was set loosely down the center of the barrel. 
An earthquake would cause the stick to topple over in the direction of the seismic shock, triggering one of the dragons to 
open its mouth and release the bronze ball. The sound of the ball striking one of the eight toads would alert observers to 
the earthquake and would give a rough indication of the earthquake's direction of origin.  
   In 138 AD, the sound of the bronze ball dropping caused a stir among all the imperial officials in the palace. No one 
believed that the invention actually worked. According to the direction in which the dragon that dropped the ball was 
oriented, it was determined that the quake had occurred to the west of Luoyang, the capital city. Since no one had sensed 
anything in Luoyang proper, people were sceptical.  However, a few days later, a messenger from the western Long region 
(today, southwest Gansu province), which was west of Luoyang, reported that there had been an earthquake there. As it 
happened exactly the same time that the seismometer was triggered, people were greatly impressed by Zhang Heng’s 
instrument.  In 2005, scientists in Zengzhou, China (Zhang's hometown) managed to replicate Zhang's seismoscope and 
used it to detect simulated earthquakes based on waves from four different real-life earthquakes in China and Vietnam. 
The seismoscope detected all of them. As a matter of fact, the data gathered from the tests corresponded accurately with 
that gathered by modern-day seismometers!  Today, from an advanced modern science and technology point of view, the 
seismometer Zhang Heng invented is still considered amazingly refined and remarkable and way ahead of its time. 
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New Digs 

 

   
Iraq, Destruction of Antiquities, 2015,  

 

Deliberate destruction and theft 
of cultural heritage has been 
conducted by the Islamic State of 

Iraq and the Levant(ISIL, also 
known as ISIS - Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria or IS - Islamic 
State) since 2014 in Iraq, Syria, 
and Libya. The destruction targets 
various places of worship under 
ISIL control and ancient historical 
artifacts. In Iraq, between the fall 

of Mosul in June 2014 and 
February 2015, ISIL has 
plundered and destroyed at least 
28 historical religious buildings.  

The valuable items from some buildings were looted in order to smuggle and sell them to finance ISIL activities.  ISIL 
uses a unit called the Kata'ib Taswiyya (settlement battalions), tasked with selecting targets for demolition. 
UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova branded the ISIL activities in this respect as "a form of cultural cleansing"[2]and 
launched the Unite4Heritage campaign to protect heritage sites threatened by extremists. Although Libya, Syria and Iraq 
ratified the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict in 1957, 1958 and 
1967 respectively, it has not been effectively enforced. 
 

   
Liechtenstein, Ancient Jewelry with Foil, issued Nov. 16, 2015, Scott #1660-2;   Red Jasper  
Brooch, 1st Century;  Gold Ring with Chalcedony Cameo 3rd Century; Glass Cameo 1st Cen-- 
tury with map of Liechtenstein in background. 
 

A Roman road crossed the 
region from south to north, 
traversing the Alps by 
the Splügen Pass and 
following the right bank of 
the Rhine at the edge of the 
floodplain, for long 
uninhabited because of 
periodic flooding.  Roman

villas have been excavated in Schaanwald and  Nendeln.  The late Roman influx of the Alemanni from the north is 
memorialized by the remains of a Roman fort at Schaan. 
 

 
Mexico, Cave Drawing, 
Pinturas Rupestres, Baja 
California Sur, issued 2015 
 

In the mountainous interior of Baja California Sur, between Loreto and Bahía de Los 
Angeles, lies the Sierra de San Francisco, home to a fascinating collection of Aboriginal 
cave paintings dating back approximately one thousand or 1,500 years. The murals found 
there have been designated for special protection by UNESCO and were added to 
UNESCO's list of World Heritage Sites in 1993.  In March and April 1962, archaeologist 
Clement Meighan accompanied an expedition, funded by mystery writer Erle Stanley 
Gardner to record" newly discovered" painted rock shelters in central Baja California. 
The group visited four rock-shelters on foot and photographed an additional five from 
a helicopter. Color photographs of the paintings appeared in an article by Gardner in 

Life and in his book, The Hidden Heart of Mexico, both of which were published that year. In 1966, Meighan published a 
scholarly account of the paintings and a small assemblage of artifacts collected at the sites in American Antiquity.  In the 
1970s, photographer Howard Crosby surveyed the ancient art, criss-crossing Baja on mule back with the guidance of 
Enrique Hambleton, leading to the publication of his book The Cave Paintings of Baja California: Discovering the Great 
Murals of an Unknown People, which has just been reprinted. Crosby was captivated by the paintings which he described 
enthusiastically:  Over the slit-like opening of a long shallow cave was a vast expanse of fairly smooth rock surface. On 
that was painted a tumultuous cavalcade of human and animal figures far greater than life size. All the beasts seemed to 
press forward in movement from right to left; huge red and black deer and equally immense red mountain sheep 
dominated the surge. The giant rock art murals that grace the walls of hundreds of shelters and caves found in the 
hardscrabble hills of the high sierra in Baja California Sur, Mexico, date back as far as 7,500 years ago, according to data 

(Cont’d next pg) 
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New Digs        (cont’d) 

 

from an ongoing study of the area.  The ancient dates for the paintings cast little light on the mystery of who made them 
and why, but it suggests that whoever the painters were they came well before the Aztecs established their culture in 
central Mexico in the 12th century AD. 

 

 
Russia,  UNESCO World Heritage, Ancient City of 
Chersonese Souvenir Sheet , issued 2015 

The site features the remains of a city founded by Dorian Greeks 
in the 5th century BC on the northern shores of the Black Sea. It 
encompasses six component sites with urban remains and 
agricultural lands divided into several hundreds of chora, 
rectangular plots of equal size. The plots supported vineyards 
whose production was exported by the city which thrived until the 
15th century. The site features several public building complexes 
and residential neighborhoods, as well as early Christian 
monuments alongside remains from Stone and Bronze Age 
settlements; Roman and medieval tower fortifications and water  
supply systems; and exceptionally well-preserved examples of

 

vineyard planting and dividing walls. In the 3rd century AD, the site was known as the most productive wine center of the 
Black Sea and remained a hub of exchange between the Greek, Roman and Byzantine Empires and populations north of 
the Black Sea. It is an outstanding example of democratic land organization linked to an ancient polis, reflecting the city’s 
social organization. 
 

Kostroma is a historic city and the administrative center of 
Kostroma Oblast, Russia. A part of the Golden Ring of Russian 
towns, it is located at the confluence of the Volga and Kostroma 
Rivers. The Golden Ring is a ring of cities northeast of Moscow, 
the capital of Russia. They formerly comprised the region known 
as Zalesye.  These ancient towns, which also played a significant 
role in the formation of the Russian Orthodox Church, preserve 
the memory of the most important and significant events 
in Russian history. The towns have been called "open-air 
museums" and feature unique monuments of Russian architecture 
of the 12th–18th centuries, including kremlins, monasteries, 
cathedrals, and churches. These towns are among the most 
picturesque in Russia and prominently feature Russia's 
famous onion domes. 

 
Russia, Kostroma City Souvenir Sheet, Map no 
further information known at this time. 

There is no official list of which cities make up part of the Golden Ring with the exception of the eight principal cities of 
Yaroslavl, Kostroma, Ivanovo, Suzdal, Vladimir, Sergiev Posad, Pereslavl-Zalessky and Rostov Veliky. In addition to this 
other old cities in the Ivanovo, Vladimir and Yaroslavl regions also considered themselves as part of the ring, including 
Palekh, Plyos and Shuya (Ivanovo Region) Gorokhovets, Gus-Khrustalny, Murom, Yuriev-Polsky (Vladimir Region) and 
Rybinsk, Tutaev and Uglich (Yaroslavl Region). 
 

 
Spain, Ancient Culture; Roman City 
of Segobriga  15BC – 2015AD,  

<< issued 2015, Stamp depicts statue of Julia Vispania Agrippa with  theater in background 
 

Segobriga was an important Roman city, and is today an impressive site located on 
a hill near the present town of Saelices (Cuenca, Spain). Archaeology has revealed 
the remains of important buildings which have been conserved and are visible 
today in the Archaeological Park.  The first mention we have of Segobriga is a brief 
reference by the Greek geographer Strabo, that Quintus Caecilius Metellus 
Piusfought in the Wars of Sertorius, in the Celtiberian region around Bílbilis and 
Segobriga. This ancient area of the Olcade tribe was thus razed in these wars and 
replaced by Roman Segobriga. Writing in the first century BC, Sextus Julius 

Frontinus mentions Segobriga twice.  He describes the attack by the Lusitanian Viriatus against Segobriga (146 BC) which 
was allied to Rome:  The Theatre was built in the first century. The orchestra had three tiers of seats for VIP's and is 
preserved together with seats for spectators divided into sections according to their social classes. The upper cavea was 
built on the city wall on a vault over a street.                                                                                               (contd next pg) 
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New Digs          (cont’d from prevs pg) 

The urban development of Segóbriga dates from the first century B.C., and the city’s theatre, amphitheatre, basilica, 
porticoes, thermal baths, etc. were built in the 1st and 2nd centuries A.D. In addition to the splendour of its buildings, 
Segóbriga must also have been an important administrative centre for the surrounding territories, given the great 
architectural and mining riches in the area.  The Park Interpretation Centre gives visitors an overview of the ancient 
Roman city of Segóbriga. The numerous remains that have been found are on display in this park, especially sculptures. In 
addition, there are also virtual recreations of the ancient monuments. The tour goes through the necropolis outside the 
city, the theatre and the amphitheatre. 
 

    
Spani, Modern Wonders of the World, issued 2015;  Christ the Redeemer;  Chichen Itza;  Great Wall of China 
   Christ the Redeemer is an Art Deco statue of Jesus Christ in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, created by French sculptor Paul 
Landowski and built by the Brazilian engineer Heitor da Silva Costa, in collaboration with the French engineer Albert 
Caquot. Completed in 1931 and standing 120 feet tall, Christ the Redeemer (O Cristo Redentor) in Rio de Janiero is the 
second largest statue of Christ in the world.  It was named one of the New Seven Wonders of the World in 2007. 
The idea of placing a large Christian monument atop Corcovado peak in Rio dates back to the 1850s, when a local 
Catholic priest requested funds from Princess Isabel to build one. The princess was not enthusiastic and the plan was 
scrapped entirely with the founding of the Republic of Brazil in 1889, which separated church and state. 
   Chichen Itza; This sacred site was one of the greatest Mayan centres of the Yucatán peninsula. Throughout its nearly 
1,000-year history, different peoples have left their mark on the city.  The Maya and Toltec vision of the world and the 
universe is revealed in their stone monuments and artistic works. The fusion of Mayan construction techniques with new 
elements from central Mexico make Chichen-Itza one of the most important examples of the Mayan-Toltec civilization in 
Yucatán. Several buildings have survived, such as the Warriors’ Temple, El Castillo and the circular observatory known as 
El Caracol. 
   Great Wall of China;  The Chinese were already familiar with the techniques of wall-building by the time of the Spring 
and Autumn period between the 8th and 5th centuries BCE. During this time and the subsequent Warring States period, 
the states of Qin, Wei, Zhao, Qi, Yan, and Zhongshan  all constructed extensive fortifications to defend their own 
borders. Built to withstand the attack of small arms such as swords and spears, these walls were made mostly by stamping 

earth and gravel between board frames.  None of the Europeans in Medieval China, such as Marco Polo, Giovanni da Pian del 
Carpine, and William of Rubruck, mentioned the Great Wall.  The North African traveler Ibn Battuta heard about China's 
Great Wall—which he estimated at "sixty days' travel" from Zeitun (modernQuanzhou) from local Muslim communities 
in Guangzhou    
around 1346 and spread its reputation west in his Gift to Those Who Contemplate the Wonders of Cities and the Marvels of 
Travelling. He associated it with the legend of the wall mentioned in the Qur'an which Dhul-Qarnayn (commonly 
associated with Alexander the Great) was said to have erected to protect people near the land of the rising sun from the 
savages of Gog and Magog. 
When China opened its borders to foreign merchants and visitors after its defeat in the First and Second Opium Wars, the 
Great Wall became a main attraction for tourists. The travelogues of the later 19th century further enhanced the 
reputation and the mythology of the Great Wall, such that in the 20th century, a persistent misconception exists about the 
Great Wall of China being visible from the Moon or even Mars. 
 

         
Turkey, Museums, Various museums; 10L is archaeology museum, Issued June 19, 2015 
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New Digs          (cont’d from prevs pg) 
 

 
Turkey, UNESCO World Heritage Istanbul Souvenir Sheet, 
issued May 21, 2015 

Strategically located on the Bosphorus peninsula 
between the Balkans and Anatolia, the Black Sea and 
the Mediterranean, Istanbul was successively the 
capital of the Eastern Roman Empire, and the 
Ottoman Empire and has been associated with major 
events in political history, religious history and art 
history for more than 2,000 years.  Its masterpieces 
include the ancient Hippodrome of Constantine, the 
6th century Hagia Sophia (Our Lady of Wisdom), and 
the 16th century Suleymaniye Mosque.  The city is 
situated on a peninsula which is surrounded by the 
Golden Horn (Haliç), a natural harbor on the north, 
the Bosphorus on the east and the Marmara Sea on 
the south. The Historic Peninsula, on which the

former Byzantium and Constantinople developed, was surrounded by ancient walls, built initially by Theodosius in the 
early fifth century.  The Outstanding Universal Value of Istanbul resides in its unique integration of architectural 
masterpieces that reflect the meeting of Europe and Asia over many centuries, and in its incomparable skyline formed by 
the creative genius of Byzantine and Ottoman architects.  The distinctive and characteristic skyline of Istanbul was built 
up over many centuries and encompasses the  Hagia  Sophia whose vast dome reflects the architectural and decorative 
expertise of the 6th century,  the 15th century Fatih complex and Topkapi Palace - that was continually extended until the 
19th century, the Süleymaniye Mosque complex and Sehzade Mosque complex, works of the chief architect Sinan, 
reflecting the climax of Ottoman architecture in the 16th century, the 17th century Blue Mosque and the slender minarets 
of the New Mosque near the port completed in 1664. 
   The four areas of the property are the Archaeological Park, at the tip of the Historic peninsula; the Suleymaniye quarter 
with Suleymaniye Mosque complex, bazaars and vernacular settlement around it; the Zeyrek area of settlement around the 
Zeyrek Mosque (the former church of the Pantocrator), and the area along both sides of the Theodosian land walls 
including remains of the former Blachernae Palace. These areas display architectural achievements of successive imperial 
periods also including the 17th century Blue Mosque, the Sokollu Mehmet Pasha Mosque, the 16th century Şehzade 
Mosque complex, the 15th century Topkapi Palace, the hippodrome of Constantine, the aqueduct of Valens, the Justinian 
churches of Hagia Sophia, St. Irene, Küçük Ayasofya Mosque (the former church of the Sts Sergius and Bacchus), the 
Pantocrator Monastery founded under John II Comnene by Empress Irene; the former Church of the Holy Saviour of 
Chora with its mosaics and paintings dating from the 14th and 15th centuries; and many other exceptional examples of 
various building types including baths, cisterns, and tombs. 
 

       
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, Museum Artifacts, Various archaeo-
logical artifacts from different museums, l to r; Stockholm, Sweden,  New York 
Metropolitan Museum, Istanbul, Turkey, Stockholm, Sweden, issued 2015. 

 

A coup d'état in 1974, performed as part of 
an attempt to annex the island to Greece, 
prompted the Turkish invasion of Cyprus. 
This resulted in the eviction of much of the 
North’s Greek Cypriot population, the flight 
of Turkish Cypriots from the south, and the 
partitioning of the island, leading to a 
unilateral declaration of independence by 
the North in 1983. Due to its lack of 
recognition, Northern Cyprus is heavily 
dependent on Turkey for economic, 
political and military support.  No nation 

other than Turkey has officially recognized Northern Cyprus as a sovereign state. The United Nations recognizes it as 
territory of the Republic of Cyprus under Turkish occupation.  Pakistan and Bangladesh had initially declared their 
recognition of Northern Cyprus as a sovereign state shortly after its declaration of independence,  but they withdrew their 
recognition as a result of US pressure after the UN deemed the declaration illegal.  The United Nations considers the 
declaration of independence by Northern Cyprus as legally invalid, as enunciated in several of its resolutions.  In 2004, the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe gave observer status to the representatives of Turkish Cypriot 
community.  Stamps issued by Northern Cyprus are only accepted for mail within the country or to Turkey, they are not 
accepted by the Universal Postal Union for international postage.  Correspondence sent internationally must bear Turkish 
stamps. 
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New Digs Update         
 

 
Aruba, Cave Art, issued July 31, 2015, Black 
spirals in circle, Anthromorphic figure with 
curved arms and legs, Circles connected by 
lines, Oval with curved lines and dots, Scott 
#467abcd. 
 

 
China – Taiwan;  issued August 21, 
2015; Prehistoric Jade Artifacts;   

 
String of Jade Beads,  Circular Jade 
Bangle,  Jade tubes,  Frog shaped Jade 
ornament, Jade Earring (s/s)  Scott 
#4252-5 & 4256. 

 

Club News 

Time to review all those questionnaires and the dues, and 
to thank those members who consistently go the extra 
mile, donating extra funds and writing articles for 
publication.  I would like to run something on the 
Americas but do not know where to begin.  If anyone 
collects archaeology of the Americas please send me 
something.  As most of you know I am Egyptian, and in 
fact most of our membership continues to be Egyptian 
collectors.  We have some Romans and some Greeks but 
the articles they like best have nothing to do with what 
they collect!  We have a broad membership; January’s 
Sword of Light (Ireland) and Lalibala (Ethiopia) tied for 
that month, in April Early Man outran Marathon 
(Greece), in July Roman Algeria topped Venue of 
Willendorff with Narmer’s Pallette barely showing up.  
The surprise came when Paphos outstripped Qington 
Qua.  Paphos was about a Greek cover.  It was close.  
Although most members collect Egypt, Greece seems to 
have been the runaway winner for topical interest this past 
year.  Whether this translates into more members picking 

up Greek statuary on stamps in the next year is to be seen.  
Vikings was most popular article last year but I had no 
Vikings in the publication this year.  We had 
representations of Europe, Africa, China during 2015.  If 
the Kolker brothers can keep it up, I would like to 
highlight a cover in each issue, especially from their point 
of view.  From the votes Paphos received I think shorter 
articles are the way to go.   
 
So the winners for 2015 are:  (drum roll please) 
Roman Algeria, Caroline Scannell 
Paphos, Joseph Kolker 
Early Man, Caroline Scannell 
Fourth place was shared by 3 articles; 
Sword of Light by Gerald Gallagher 
Lalibala, Caroline Scannell 
Venus of Willendorff, Caroline Scannell 
 

When my name comes up so many times, I need more 
articles from the membership.   

 

 

A Special THANKS to the 
following members who gave 
generous donations with their 
dues payments: 
Mr. Gerald J. Gallagher 
Mt. Todd Pfeifer 
Mr. Philip Nordstrom 
Mr. Jerry H. Davis 
Mr. George Grabon 
Mr. David Dengel 

 

Archaeology Today 

 

Satellite Pictures Suggest Oldest Christian Monastery in Iraq Razed to 
Ground    -    A 1,400 year-old Christian monastery -- the oldest in Iraq - was 
"razed to the ground" just months after ISIS took over the Iraqi city of Mosul, 
satellite pictures show. 
  The Saint Elijah monastery -- also known as Dair Mar Elia -- was located on the 
outskirts of Mosul. Despite its age, it's unlikely the monastery collapsed naturally, 
according to experts at AllSource Analysis, an imagery intelligence company which 
studied the photos. Several factors suggest the demolition was deliberate, the 
experts said. 

  First, when comparing before and after images of the site in 2014, there's evidence that indicates the structure was 
"pulverized" and reduced to "pretty well dust," AllSource said.  
  Second, satellite imagery shows parallel white lines thought to be vehicle tracks indicative of a bulldozer having come 
into the area.  
  Third, the timing could point to ISIS as the culprit, AllSource said. 
Mosul fell to ISIS in June, 2014. Analysis of the imagery pinpoints the destruction of the monastery as happening in either 
late August or September of 2014 -- just a few short months later. While ISIS has not publicly announced destroying the 
monastery, it wouldn't be the first time the terror group has targeted historic sites. In August, the Islamic extremist group 
blew up a nearly 2,000-year-old temple in the historic ruins of Palmyra in neighboring Syria. ISIS considers all religious 
shrines -- Islamic, Christian, Jewish, etc. -- idolatrous. 
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Archaeology Today 

Oldest Christian Monastery in Iraq Razed to Ground   (Cont’d) 
Duraid Hikmat Tobia, who used to be the minority affairs advisor to Mosul governor, told CNN that he has not heard 
from relatives or friends in the area about the fate of the monastery.  The Rev. Paul Thabit Habib, who once led the 
Chaldean Catholic Church in Mosul, said he was heartbroken at the religious and historical loss after looking at the 
satellite pictures. Habib now oversees a congregation of thousands of internally displaced Chaldean Christians who fled 
Mosul and relocated to Erbil and the surrounding areas. "We see these historical sites destroyed on daily basis," he said. 
"This is a big loss. This will never be replaced... it goes back to the 6th century. We are talking about history of civilization 
being wiped out." 
By Emily Smith and Jennifer Z. Deaton, CNN January 21, 2016 

Editor’s Note:  If anyone has a list of some of the sites and some of the stamps that happen to depict those sites I would appreciate if 
you could send it for possible article or exhibit.  Thanks.  cs 

 

The Iceman's Stomach Bugs Offer Clues to Ancient Human Migration 
DNA analysis of the mummy's pathogens may reveal when and how Ötzi's people came to the Italian Alps 
It turns out Ötzi the legendary “Iceman” wasn't alone when he was mummified on a glacier 5,300 years ago. With him were gut 
microbes known to cause some serious tummy trouble. 
These bacteria, Helicobacter pylori, are providing fresh evidence about Ötzi's diet and poor health in the days leading up to his murder. 
Intriguingly, they could also help scientists better understand who his people were and how they came to live in the region. “When we 
looked at the genome of the Iceman's H. pylori bacteria, we found that it's quite a virulent strain, and we know that in modern patients 
it can cause stomach ulcers, gastric carcinoma and some pretty severe stomach diseases,” says Albert Zink of the Institute for 
Mummies and the Iceman at the European Academy of Bozen/Bolzano (EURAC) in Italy. “We also found proteins that are very 
specific and only released if you have an inflammatory response, so we can say that he most probably had a quite severe H. pylori 
infection in his stomach," Zink adds. "However, we simply don't have enough of the stomach structure, the stomach walls, to 
determine the extent to which the disease impacted his stomach or how much he really suffered.” 
   Discovered in the 1990s, Ötzi lived in what are today the Eastern Italian Alps, where he was naturally mummified by ice after his 
violent death. The body is astonishingly well preserved and has provided scientists with a wealth of information about the Iceman's 
life and death during the Copper Age. For instance, various examinations have revealed his age, how he died, what he wore and 
what he ate.We know he suffered from heart and gum disease, gallbladder stones and parasites.  
His genome has been studied, relatives have been found and his 61 tattoos have been mapped. The latest discovery not only adds to 
the Iceman's health woes, it offers hints of human migration patterns into Europe. While not everyone has H. pylori in their guts, the 
bacteria are so frequently found in human stomachs that their evolution into different strains can be used to help reconstruct 
migrations going back about 100,000 years. Global patterns of H. pylori variants have already been found to match existing evidence of 
prehistoric human migrations. Bacterial analysis related to the peopling of the Pacific, for example, mirrors language distribution of 
migrants across this vast region. And movements of people known from the historical record, such as the transatlantic slave trade, 
have been found to match the bacteria's genetic variance. To study the Iceman's gut bugs, Zink and colleagues completely thawed the 
mummy and used an existing incision from previous research to take 12 biopsies from the corpse, including the last foods he ate and 
parts of his stomach and intestines. What they found was a surprisingly pure strain of the stomach bug that's closely related to the 
version found in modern Asian populations. By contrast, the modern European strain of H. pylori seems to be a mix of Asian and 
African ancestral strains. This provides evidence that pure African populations of the bacteria arrived in Europe only within the past 
few thousand years. “Based on what we knew before, it was believed that the mixture of the ancestral African and Asian strains had 
already occurred maybe 10,000 years ago or even earlier,” Zink says. “But the very small part of African ancestry in the bacteria 
genome from the Iceman tells us that the migrations into Europe aren't such an easy story.”  The iceman's unmixed stomach bacteria 
are “in line with recent archaeological and ancient DNA studies that suggest dramatic demographic changes shortly after the Iceman’s 
time, including massive migration waves and significant demographic growth,” co-author Yoshan Moodley of the University of 
Venda, South Africa, told assembled press during a briefing on Wednesday.  “These and later migration waves were definitely 
accompanied with newly arriving H. pylori strains that recombined with already present strains to become the modern European 
population.” 
By Brian Handwerk  Smithsonian.com January 7, 2016  
 

From the Web Site: 

 
Have you visited out website recently?   
A membership application is available for printing, so is a flyer 
advertising our club.  They print easily for those of you attending 
stamp shows around the country to leave at the literature table. 
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