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Sword of Light – A Treasure of Irish Mythology 

By Gerald J. Gallagher 

 
 
Upon establishment of the Irish Free State (Saorstat 
Eireann) in 1922, British stamps were overprinted with 
the Irish Gaelic name until the first definitive set of Eire 
came into use through 1923 (Fig #1).  The vignette of 
the ½p, 5p, 6p and 1sh values depict the “Sword of 

Light” (“An Claiḋeaṁ Soluis”), emblematic of the 
struggle for independence and defense of the Republic.   
 
Fig 1- Sword of Light #65 issued 1922;  Map #66 and 
#67 issued 1923; Map #68 issued 1922; Coat of Arms 
#69 issued 1923; Celtic Cross #70; Coat of Arms #71; 
Sword of Light #72;  Sword of Light #73; Coat of Arms 
#74, Celtic Cross #75 and Sword of Light #76 (#69-76 
issued 1923).                                           >>> 

  
Fig 1- Sword of Light, Map, Coat of Arms and  Celtic Cross  
issued 1922-3. 
 

 

 
Fig 2; Sword of Light, Scott #72,  
issued 1923. 
 

The public, artists and printers were invited to 
submit ‘designs of symbolical character’, and 
John J. O’Reilly, a noted illuminator, chose the 
Sword of Light as his theme (Fig #2).  Two 
“Sword” and a “Cross of Cong” (a medieval 
process-sional) make up the 16½p rate on a 
Zeppelin postcard of May 1933 (Fig #3).   

 
Fig #3; Registered Post Card, Zeppelin Mail, 1933, franked with #65, 72, 
& 76 

  (cont’d pg 3) 
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Editor’s Column 

 
Another year has ended, and another begun.   
 
What did the holidays bring you?  Stamps?  Covers?  Some 
other philatelic items?  I got a wonderful Egyptian UPU book, 
that is a book given to delegates at the Universal Postal Union 
convention.  A year’s worth of stamps, or more; up to five 
year’s worth of stamps, is put into a stockbook and bound 
together; one for each delegate to the UPU Congress.  The 
book I got is full of Egyptian artifacts and of course lots of 
King Tut.  One stamp alone is worth what I paid for the entire 
book. 
 
I got a book about New York City – sites that have 
disappeared.  The most famous is the original Pennsylvania 
Station.  I could have used this when I was doing all those 
pictorial cancels for the Long Island Rail Road and the 
Pennsylvania Station centenary. 
 
One thing I have been having a problem with; every time I fill 
some bags with leaves, somebody comes by and takes them!  
This morning (as I write this in mid-December) I caught them!  
Living here since 1988 I just found out the town has a truck 
they send around to pick up bagged leaves.  Earlier this week I 
noticed somebody had taken my bags of leaves and advised a 
neighbor.  She said there was a big truck and they filled it up 
with my leaves.  Two houses have not had their leaves raked 
yet; I wonder if the town will keep picking them up until the 
end of the year.  Usually I’m the last one. 
 
The ATA has a Checklist service.  I recently obtained their 
Archaeology list and am going through it.  Many things I 
consider to fit the topic are not listed as such, but Albania lists 
Illyrians, Bhutan has the Wonders of the World, Cyprus has 
mosaics all over the place, and Egypt has more Pharaohs than 
just Tut, with many stamps issued 2004.  Peru takes up a 
whole page; as does Romania.  United Nations only lists 
Pompeii, nothing about the big Egypt booklet they did some 
years back and no mention of China.  But the list should be a 
good beginning with over 1200 individual stamps listed under 
the subject “archaeology”.  Haven’t looked into whether 
Temples are separated, mythology is another topic which I 
know is listed elsewhere.  I want to order some more lists but 
would rather order them to download.  I have to enter into my 
own spreadsheet all these 1200+ stamps then I can separate 
them into different subjects rather than by country.  I need a 
nice blizzard. 
 
They actually have a list of Nubian Monuments!  But their list 
does not take into consideration the Aswan Dam nor the 
Aswan High Dam, which mine does. 
 

Caroline 

 



Sword of Light – A Treasure of Irish Mythology 

By Gerald J. Gallagher 
 

This set proved popular being the reprinted until 1968.  A later variety of Sword 
(Fig #4) bears a 1959 cancellation from Dublin (Dubh Linh =  Black Pool – 
trad. “Baile Ath Cliath” = Town at the Harrow Hill). 
 
Irish Mythology is a highly syncretic blend of Celtic, Irish, Scottish, et al tales, 
many of which feature a magical weapon such as Excalibur.  These stories 
commonly include a giant, a series of labors, ad confrontations with supernatural  
powers. 
 

   
Fig #4, Ireland, Scott #113, 1942

On the stamp the shading  around the blade denotes its ability ‘to shine at night like a candle’.  The respect for women 
characteristic of the Irish is marked in these tales where a damsel in distress or a prospective bride gives the sword 
bearer knowledge of the source of his adversary’s powers.  The theme of ‘light’ as a symbol of ‘power’ occurs in Irish 
art; the reverse of a silver penny of King John in his role as Lord of Ireland in the early 13th century. 
 

Being irresistible against any foe, the Sword of Light is one of the Four Treasures of Ireland which include a sacred 
spear, a cauldron and the Stone of Fal (Lia Fal = Stone of Destiny), whose sound of approval signified Irish kingship.  
The greatest of Irish mythic heroes, Cuchulainn, engaged in many battles and duels but his arms did not include the 
Sword of Light in extant texts. 
 

 

<<<  Fig #5a & b  Ireland, Viking Heritage, issued 
April 24, 2014, Scott #2030-1 Waterford Kite 
Brooch, Sword 
 

Swords continue in Irish Philately, such as the 
2014 60c Viking Heritage issue (Fig #5b).  The 
martial spirit of the Gaels is well known, and 
has its poetic side.  Irish Defense Forces 
personnel wear the “F F Badge” (Fig #6) for 
“Fianna Fáil” (The Soldiers of Destiny).  
Evocative of the Isle’s troubled history is G. 
K. Chesterton’s “Ballard of the White Horse”.   
In Book II he writes of Colan, a Gaelic 
warrior-poet: 

His harp was carved and cunning, his sword was prompt and sharp, 
And he was gay when he held the Sword, sad when he held the harp. 
For the great Gaels of Ireland are the men the gods made mad, 
For all their wars are merry, and all their songs are sad. 

 
            Fig #6  F F Badge 
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Fig #7  90th Anniversary of the Easter Rebellion, issued 
April 12, 2006, Scott #1661. 

(cont’d pg 4) 
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Sword of Light – A Treasure of Irish Mythology 

By Gerald J. Gallagher 

 

The Republic maintains this tradition in the Statue of Ireland atop Dublin’s General Post Office (Fig #7).  Grasping a 
spear of defense and a harp of bards and ballads, she gazes into the future beneath the Tricolor of Eire. 

 

 
Fig #8; Newgrange Winter Solstice, 

Neolithic Pattern drawing by Louis le 
Brocquy, issued May 4, 1983, Scott #561. 

 
Fig #9; Dog from Ancient Brooch, 

County Kilkenny, issued Feb 15, 1971, 
Scott #295. 

 

 
Fig #10; Broighter Collar, issued      

March 8, 1990, Scott #781. 

 
The interlace framing the stamps oval center is a motif characteristic of Celtic art.  From the Greek “Keltoi” (Inland 
Peoples), the Celts were a principal culture group of Europe in ancient times, with a branch having migrated to the Asia 
Minor/Black Sea region to serve as mercenaries.  By the Middle Ages their populations were concentrated in Ireland, 
Wales, Scotland, Brittany and northwestern Spain.  The use of whorls and heavily shaded areas on art objects dates 
from prehistory (Fig #8), and features in the 1968 and 1971 definitive series, e.g. 3p Dog (Fig #9).   

 
Jewelry was similarly decorated as on the Torc of the Broighter Hoard (Fig #10), an Iron Age deposit found in Ulster in 
1896.  The motifs include botanicals and classic whorls.  An 11th century piece, the Waterford Kite Brooch, exemplifies 
Celtic metalwork in gold and local stones (Fig #5a).  Most familiar of such artifacts are Irish High Crosses serving as 
memorials to past monasteries and as wayside calls to devotion (Fig #11).  Combining figurative images of saints and 
the faithful with the interlocking patterns from antiquity, the Crosses recall medieval Ireland’s monastic tradition which 
preserved Western culture in dark centuries. 

 

 

 
<< Fig #11;  Ancient Crosses, 
issued April 8, 2010,  Scott 
#1874-7. 
 
Monasterboice Cross,  
County Louth 
 
Carndonagh Cross,  
County Donegal 
 
Drumclliffe Cross,  
County Sligo 
 
Ahenny Cross,  
County Tipperary 

 
 

  (cont’d pg 5) 
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Sword of Light – A Treasure of Irish Mythology 

By Gerald J. Gallagher  

 
Sample text in Irish 
Saolaítear na daoine uile saor agus comhionann ina ndínit agus ina gcearta. Tá bua an réasúin agus an 
choinsiasa acu agus dlíd iad féin d'iompar de mheon bráithreachais i leith a chéile.  
Translation 
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience 
and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)  
Fig #12, Irish Gaelic Alphabet 

 
 

The legends on the “Sword of Light” appear in Irish Gaelic’s 
Uncial Alphabet derived from the Latin of medieval 
manuscripts.  In a rounded, cursive form the script adapted to 
the needs of printing by the use of lowercase letters, some with 
a diacritical (Fig #12).  Eighteen in number, Gaelic letters do 
not include the English j, k, q, v, w, x, y and z.  Gaelic 
benefitted from the Celtic Revival aspect of 19th century 
romanticism with texts and inscriptions studied to establish the 
history of one of the official languages of the Republic.  
Scholars of Irish Linguistics were honored on the bicentenary 
of Johann Zeuss’ birth.  His “Grammatica Celtica” (1853) is still 
a primary source for the study of Celtic tongues (Fig #13). 
 

 
Fig #13;  Celtic Scholars, Martin O’Cadhain writer (1906-
70) and Johann Caspar Zeuss philologist (1806-56)

 

 
Fig #14, Sword of Light Newspaper Masthead, 1903 

 
 
 
 
 

 
An Claidheamh Soluis;   “Sword of Light”  was the 
newspaper of the Gaelic League in the early 20th century (Fig 
#14).   Published from 1899 to 1931.  An exponent of 
Gaelic language and culture, under the editorship of Patrick 
Pearse the paper published articles, fiction and poetry.  
Pearse is best known as the leader of the Easter Rebellion of 
April 1916, which sought Irish independence while Britain 
was engaged in World War I.  He and 14 other nationalists 
made the ultimate sacrifice invigorating the campaign which 
brought the Free State to fruition. 

(cont’d pg 6) 
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Sword of Light – A Treasure of Irish Mythology 

By Gerald J. Gallagher 

 
Order is maintained within the Republic by the “Garda Siochana na Eireann”, phonetic Guarda Sheacawna na Airann, 
(Guardians of the Peace of Ireland).  Featured on the selvage of the 1988 Garda stamp (Fig #15), the Garda emblem 
recalls early Irish art.   
 

    
Fig #15; Irish Security Forces, issued            Fig #16;  Ireland, Teams of  
Aug 23, 1988, Scott #723.                             Millenium sheetlets central label. 
 

Based upon the Celtic Cross motif, as 
used in the central label of Team of 
the Millennium sheetlets (Fig #16).   
The device originated with John F. 
Maxwell, an art teacher and 
manuscript illuminator.  The four 
bosses, with a Celtic trefoil, surround 
a central disk bearing the Gaelic letters 
“GS”, and a ring of the force’s title 
(Fig #17).   

 
 
The final form of the device was drawn for the newspaper  ”Iris an Garda” 
(Garda Gazette) by John J. O’Reilly, designer of the “Sword of Light” stamps. 
 
Combining mythology, ancient motifs, and the spirit of new independence, the 
Sword issues typify an observation by Eire’s Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Charles 
Haughey; “Ireland is where strange tales begin, and happy endings are possible.” 
 

 
Fig #17, Garda Siochana cap 
badge 

 

 

Who are we? 

We do not necessarily prefer articles about subjects we collect; maybe we are looking to expand our collections?  I get 
too many renewals without anything written on them, but of the 14 people who took the time to answer this year’s poll 
(so far).  12 different subjects have been listed, since most members collect more than one subject.   I should also say 
that your editor is among those who have not filled out the renewal questionnaire. 

 We are overwhelmingly Egyptian – still!   

 Roman civilization is second – a very distant second. 

 Between Rock Art and Prehistoric, which are closely related we have 3 members. 

 Mythology actually has two, as does Mosaics and Temples. 

 Other subjects are Mesopotamia, Native Americans, UNESCO, Languages and History of Writing, Greece. 

 Sorry all you Nubian collectors out there, but I’ve lumped you into Egypt.  I have a nice Nubian exhibit myself, 
and the ‘collection’ contains so much more than just philatelic items.  I have been fortunate to meet several 
people who were there when all the action took place. 

We have a member who collects stamps of sites he has visited.   
We also have a member who is interested in selling his collection.  Something we will all have to face at one time or 
other. 
 
Of those who have voted for their favorite articles, Runes is a runaway winner!  So how come nobody listed Vikings 
among their collecting interests this year?  Maybe I have not received those renewals yet.  Then everything runs 
together; we have tied for second third and fourth place!  Fourth place never existed before but this year. 
   

(cont’d next pg) 
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Who are we?    (continued) 

There was a typo in the renewal that I did not notice.  Angkor was listed for January and April.  April’s article should 
have been listed as Petra, Jordan.  Something with lots of temples and building structures carved right into the rock. 
    The voting numbers have 35 “favorites”, 35 “liked it” and 14 “okay” votes.  I also count how many general votes 
each article received.  Runes received 15 votes in total, 10 for favorite, totaling 37 points.  Though Cappadocia and 
Angkor received the same amount of votes, Jerusalem received more “favorite” votes, making the tie for second place 
between Angkor and Jerusalem.  Ravenna had one less vote than Angkor but one less “favorite” than those in second 
place.  Then came Ravenna for third, but I couldn’t ignore Cappadocia’s strong showing in overall voting.  Then came 
Easter Island and Greece.  Only one person listed Greece as a collecting interest and nobody listed Pacific Islands.  
Though one person listed a special interest in Apollo – I put this under “mythology”, which then showed two 
collectors.  I wonder how the Irish will do!  
    I use the information gathered to plan for the coming year.  No main articles about Egypt appeared in 2014.  I need 
more Egypt, continue to fill out as much as possible with information about New Digs, need something about Rock 
Art or language through rock carvings (more Runes?),  mosaics would be nice and I should not overlook Mesopotamia.  
What IS going on in Iran and Iraq these days anyway?  I better check the Scotts. 
 

Lalibela, Ethiopia 

By Caroline Scannell 

 

Ethiopia is one of the largest countries in Africa, they have their own alphabet, their 
own language (Amharic) and have never been colonized. They have their own clock 
and calendar – which contains 13 months/year. Their clock marks 0:00 hours as 
6:00am.  The country was also once historically known as Abyssinia. 
 
Situated near Lake Tana in Ethiopia, Lalibela is famous for its churches hewn from 
the pink colored rock of the Lasta Mountains.  The site is associated with the Zagwe 
dynasty and named after one of its rulers who reigned in the 11th to 12th century. 
 

Ethiopia has the most UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Africa.  Ethiopia's ancient 
Ge'ez script, also known as Ethiopic, is one of the oldest alphabets still in use in the 
world and has many similarities with the Armenian alphabet.   Lalibela became a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1978. 
 

 
      Ethiopia  Lalibela Cross.  
      Dec 7, 1967, Scott #492.

 

 
Afro Ayigeba Cross of Lalibela, 

Apr 27, 2000, Scott #1548. 

 

Lalibela is a church complex is carved from solid rock, containing eleven churches joined 
by tunnels and passages, many of which have appeared on stamps.  The layout and 
names of the major buildings in Lalibela are widely accepted, especially by the local 
clergy, to be a symbolic representation of Jerusalem, which has led some experts to date 
the current form of its churches to the years following the capture of Jerusalem in 1187 
by the Muslim soldier Saladin. 
 

The population of Lalibela is almost completely Ethiopian Orthodox Christian.  
According to the 2007 National Census, Christians make up more than 60% of the 
country's population.  These churches have been in continuous use since they were built 
in the 12th century. 
 

The first Europeans to see these extraordinary holy sites were Portuguese explorers in 
the 1520s; one of whom, explorer Pêro da Covilhã (1460–1526) noted in his journal that

the sights were so fantastic, he expected readers of his descriptions would accuse him of lying.  His description of these 
structures concludes: 
“I weary of writing more about these buildings, because it seems to me that I shall not be believed if I write more ... I 
swear by God, in Whose power I am, that all I have written is the truth” 

(cont’d pg 8) 
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Lalibela, Ethiopia 

By Caroline Scannell          (cont’d from pg 7) 

 
The town of Lalibela was originally known as 
Roha and was renamed after the 12th-century 
King Lalibela, who commissioned these 
extraordinary churches.  King Lalibela's goal was 
to create a New Jerusalem for those who could 
not make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.   
According to some reports, he had been to the 
Holy Land himself and was inspired by what he 
saw.  The king did not attempt to copy the 
churches of the Holy Land, however Lalibela's 
sacred architecture could not be more unique. 

   
Ethiopia, Monasteries & Churches,(l to r) St. George’s Monastery,   
Meskele  Kristonse Church, Debre Damo Abuna Aregawa Monastery,   
issued June 9, 2011, Scott # 1753, 1754 & 1755. 

 

 
The Four Churches,  
April 15, 1970,  Scott #556 

 

The churches of Lalibela were not constructed — they were excavated. Each church 
was created by first carving out a wide trench on all four sides of the rock, then 
painstakingly chiseling out the interior.  The largest church is 40 feet high, and the 
labor required to complete such a task with only hammers and chisels is astounding. 
 
Popular legend has it that angels came every night to pick up where the workmen had 
left off.   One of the churches, Bet Maryam, contains a stone pillar on which King 
Lalibela wrote the secrets of the buildings' construction. It is covered with old cloths 
and only the priests may look on it. 

 

The most spectacular of the 11 churches is Bet Giorgis (St. George's).  Located on the western side of the cluster of 
churches, it is cut 40 feet down and its roof forms the shape of a Greek cross.  It was built after Lalibela's death 
(c.1220) by his widow as a memorial to the saint-king.  
 
In the "Northern Group" across the main road from St. George, the most notable church is Beta Medhane Alem, home 
to the Lalibela Cross and believed to be the largest monolithic church in the world.  
 

         
The our Churches;  Bieta Medhane Alem, Bieta Mariam, Bieta Amanull [Emmanuel], Bieta Giorgis [George], issued 
April 15, 1970,  Scott #553-4-5 & 7.  #556 from the set is shown above left. 
 

Bete Medhane Alem, linked by walkways and tunnels to Beta Maryam (St. Mary's), is possibly the oldest of the 
churches.  In the east wall of the church is an array of geometric carved windows in a vertical line.  From the bottom up 
is a Maltese cross in a square; a semi-circle shape like that on the Axum stelae; a Latin cross; and a simple square 
window. 
 

Next to Beta Maryam is Beta Golgotha, known for its artwork which includes life-
sized carvings of saints on the walls. It is also home to the tomb of King Lalibela, 
over which stands a gold-draped Ark. The Western group is completed by the 
Selassie Chapel and the Tomb of Adam.   Farther afield lie the monastery of 
Ashetan Maryam and Yimrehane Kristos church (possibly from the 11th century). 
 
(cont’d pg 9) 

 
France, UNESCO, Rock Cut 
Church of Lalibela, issued Oct 
22, 1984, Scott # 2O29 
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Lalibela, Ethiopia 

By Caroline Scannell 

 

The early 20th century was marked by the reign of Emperor Haile Selassie I, who 
claimed to be a direct descendant of the Queen of Sheba and Solomon,  came to 
power after Iyasu V was deposed.  He undertook a nationwide modernization 
campaign from 1916, when he was made a Ras and Regent (Inderase) for Zewditu I 
and became the de facto ruler of the Ethiopian Empire.  Following Zewditu's death, 
he was made Emperor on November 2nd 1930. 
 

 
Emperor Haile Selassi, Map, Rock 
Church of Lalibela, Obelisk, issued 
April 15, 1958, Scott C57. 

 
Murals at right are: 

o Adoration of the Kings.  
o Baptism of Jesus.  
o Jesus teaching in the Temple.  
o Jesus giving sight to the Blind.  
o Crucifixion.  
o Resurrection.  

   

 
Ethiopia, Murals from Ethiopian Churches, Issued April 23, 1975, Scott #725-80 (l to r) 

Recent work at the site by British archaeologist David Phillipson has provided a new perspective on the history of 
Lalibela. The site is thought to have come into being in the 7th or 8th century, at a time when the power of Axum to the 
north was in decline and the political environment was unstable. Some structures dating to this phase, namely the 
churches of the Ethoppian saint Merkurios and of the archangel Gabriel, may have been part of a fortress and palace 
complex. 
 

 

New Digs 

 

   
Algeria, Prehistoric Rock Art, Issued 2014, possibly September 
Images from Stampworld,  no further information known. 

 

  
Algeria, Ancient Coins, Issued 2016, possibly 
February No further information known.  

 
Armenia, Kingdom of Cilicia (1080 – 1375), Issued 2014, date unknown.  
After the devastating raids of Seljuks thousands of Armenians moved toward Cilicia - region of Armenia Minor situated 
between the Taurus and Amanus mountains close to Mediterranean coast. The Armenian population in Cilicia gradually 
became predominant.  By the beginning of the 14th century, the aggressive Mamelukes dynasties becoming stronger 
and dangerous, the Armenian Kings had no way out but seeking protection of the European monarchs.  But the 
European leaders, although sympathetic, were not able or willing to intervene. 
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New Digs 

 

 
Armenia, Ancient Capitals Tigranakert & Dvin Issued 2014 date unknown 

Tigranakert 77-69 BC was founded by the 
king Tigranes the Great 77-69 BC at the place 
of his coronation. During the short period, 
the city has become one of the famed centers 
of the Hellenic East. It is considered, that 
during its heyday the city has had more that 
hundred thousand population. After the death 
of Tigran the Great the city stopped being the 
capital of the city but meantime it kept its 
strategic significance.

 

Dvin 336-428 AD.  The capital Dvin is followed Artashat. It has been founded by the Armenian king Khosrov III the Small. (330-
338). It was inVostan Hayots Province of Ayrarat Region. (Theprovince used to call Vostan Dvno after the name of the city). The 
forests called Tachar Mayru and Khosrovakert were planted around Dvin. The last one exists nowadays and it is called Khosrovi 
Antar (The forest of Khosrov). After Arsacids, the city became the capital of Armenia. According to arab scholars, woolen and silk 
fabrics, carpets, sofas, faience objects were produced and exported abroad.During the prosperous period it used to have more than 
hundred thousand population. 
 

 

 
<< Belarus, 60 Years UNESCO issued April 14, 2014.  Issued to 

commemorate the 60th Anniversary of Belarus' entry into UNESCO 

 

 
Bosnia Herzegovina, 
Numismatic 2014 – 
Golden coin of 
Emperor Nero Issued 
November 2014. 
 

The Romans were inspired in coining golden coins from the Greek colonies in Italy. From 
the times of Emperor Augustus coining gold coins (aures, florin) was absolutely in the 
jurisdiction of the Emperor and therefore there is not one Roman ruler that had not 
represented himself on the coins. The Roman Emperor Nero, in full name NERO 
CLAUDIUS CAESAR DRUSUS GERMANICUS, was born in year 37 at Antium. His 
mother Agrippina the younger was the great grand-daughter of Emperor Augustus and the 
niece of Emperor Claudius for whom she was wed. Nero became an Emperor in year 54 
after the death of his step father Claudius. He was at war in Armenia and Parthia, but he is 
also known for burning down Rome, in desire to achieve inspiration for his songs. After 
the rebellion of the army in western provinces in the year 68, when he saw that he was left 
by his guards, he killed himself. 
 

There are several types of Nero’s golden coins, coined mainly in mints in Rome and Lyon 
(Roma et Lugdunum). In the beginning on the obverse side are portraits of Nero and 
Agrippina the younger, and on the reverse a wreath of oak-tree leaves with an inscription.

Later on, on the obverse was the Emperor’s portrait, most commonly with the inscription NERO CAESAR 
AUGUSTUS IMPERATOR, and on the reversed side are the goddess Ceres, Jupiter on his throne or the closed doors 
of Jan’s temple in Rome. The inscription on the reverse states the Emperor’s functions and tributes. At the Mostar 
gates near Ljubuški was found a golden coin of Nero in 2007 (which today is in private property), wrought in the years 
60 – 61 in Lyon and Rome. On the observe side there is a portrait of Nero, with the inscription NERO CAESAR AVG 
IMP, and on the reverse side the figure of goddess Ceres, with a torch and grain symbol and inscription of PONTIF 
MAX TR P VII COS IIII PP EX SC. (Radoslav Dodig). 
Source: Croatia Post  /  published November 1st, 2014 
 

 
Bosnia (Serb Admin.) Archaeological Treasures, issued 2014,     >> 
further information to follow. 
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New Digs 

   
China, Taiwan,Ancient Artifacts -The Ruins Yin Block of 8 Different issued 2014 to publicize stamp show to be held in Taipei 2015 

Yinxu, or Yin Xu, literally: "Yin Ruins"  is the site of one of the ancient and major historical capitals of China. It is the 
source of the archeological discovery of oracle bones and oracle bone script, which resulted in the recognition of the 
earliest known Chinese writing. The archeological remnants (or ruins) known as Yinxu represent the ancient city of Yin, 
the last capital of China's Shang dynasty which existed through eight generations for 255 years, and through the reign of 
12 kings. Yinxu was discovered, or rediscovered, in 1899; it is one of China's oldest and largest archeological sites, and 
is an UNESCO World Heritage Site. Yinxu is located in northernmost Henan province near the modern city of 
Anyang, and near the Hebei and Shanxi province borders. Public access to the site is permitted. 
 

 
China, Peoples Republic, Yangtse River Sheetlet 9 different,  
issued Sept 29, 2014 for the 65th anniversary of the Peoples  
Republic of China.  This is a good stamp for exhibitors. 

 
 

 
China, Peoples Republic, Artifact with  
label, issued 2014, no further information 
known 

 

 
Mexico, Paguime Archaeology Sheetlet of 5 
Different issued 2014-5. 

 

 
Between CE 1130 and 1300, the area's inhabitants began to 
congregate in small settlements in this wide fertile valley. The 
largest identified settlement is known today as Paquimé or Casas 
Grandes. It began as a group of 20 or more house clusters, each 
with a plaza and enclosing wall. These single-story adobe dwellings 
shared a common water system. Evidence shows that Paquimé had 
a complex water control system that included underground drain 
systems, reservoirs, channels for water to get to the homes, and a 
sewage system.  At the time of the Spanish Conquest, the district of 
Casas Grandes was studded with artificial mounds, from which 
looters took numerous stone axes, metates or corn-grinders, and 
earthenware pottery vessels of various kinds. 

Before significant archaeological investigation, sizable portions of buildings from pre-Columbian times were extant 
about half a mile from the modern community. The ruins were built of sun-dried blocks of mud and gravel, about 
22 inches thick, and of irregular length, generally about, 3 feet (0.91 m), probably formed and dried in place.   The  thick  
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New Digs 

Mexico, Paguime Archaeology   (cont’d) 
walls seem to have been plastered both inside and 
outside. A principal structure extended 800 feet (240 m) 
from north to south, and 250 feet (76 m) east to west. It 
was generally rectangular, and appears to have consisted 
of three separate units joined by galleries or lines of 
lower buildings.   The eastern and western halves of the 
city are divided by a stone wall and reservoirs. The 
monuments on the east are rectilinear, puddled adobe 
structures used primarily for domestic and manufacturing 
purposes. The buildings on the west, on the other hand, 
are open earth mounds lined in stone for public displays. 
This visual structure defines the eastern side as lending 
toward the Puebloan peoples of North America and the 
west as referencing the cultures to the south in Meso-
america. This visual motif is prevalent throughout the 
other sites sharing the same longitudinal line, indicating 
that they were built by a common group.  
   The homes at Paquimé were circular and semi-circular 
pit houses and coursed-adobe room blocks built around 
plazas. The living spaces varied in size from closet-sized 
to extensive courtyards. Walls at many of the angles 
stand 40 to 50 feet (15 m) high, and indicate an original 
elevation of up to six or seven stories. Ruins about 450 
feet (140 m) from the main grouping consist of a series 
of rooms ranged round a square court, seven rooms to 
each side with a larger apartment at each corner. 
 

  
Macedonia, Cultural Heritage, Artifacts, issued 2014. No 
other information known. 
 

 
Mongolia,  Chinggis Khaan , issued 2014  
While there appears to be a wealth of information about 
Chinggis Khaan himself, a caveat must be noted. Almost 
all the information available about the early years of 
Temüjin's life (Chinggis Khaan was his title, adopted in 
1206; Temüjin was his given name) can ultimately be  

traced back to the Secret History. Written mostly probably 
in either 1228 or 1240, with later amendations, the Secret 
History must be treated with caution. It was probably 
written by someone who knew Chinggis Khaan 
personally, and was intended as a sort of dynastic history. 
The date of Temüjin's birth is one of the mysteries about 
him. Most Western authors agree upon 1167, while some 
argue for 1155. Both of these dates have some support in 
various traditions and historical writings.  Chinggis 
Khaan himself died in August 1227, during campaigns 
against the Tanguts, apparently as a result of a fall from 
his horse. His body was taken back to his birthplace, in 
what is today the Hentei aimag (province) of Mongolia. 
According to legend, anyone meeting the funeral 
procession was killed, so no one would know of 
Chinggis's death. The cart carrying his body is said to 
have bogged down in the Ordos, and only began moving 
again after the prayers to his spirit by one of his 
followers not to abandon his people. As a result, 
however, a shrine was built in the Ordos region. 
 

 
Nepal,  Rishikesh Temple/Narayonhiti Palace Museum, 
issued 2014, no other information known.  
Rishikesh abounds in temples. Most of the pilgrims who 
pass through Rishikesh on their way to the Himalayan 
shrines of the Char Dham pause for a holy dip and puja 
at Triveni Ghat, in the central part of the town. The river 
here looks especially spectacular during aarti (evening 
worship) when diyas or oil lamps float on the water. 
Nearby is the Bharat Mandir, Rishikesh's oldest temple, 
dedicated to Lord Vishnu. Rishikesh is located in the 
northern part of Uttarakhand. It is 238 km northeast of 
Delhi and 24 km north of Haridwar and spreads on the 
right banks of the Ganges, at its confluence with the 
Chandrabhaga stream.Located amidst lush forested area, 
Rishikesh is the base for pilgrimage journeys to the 
Hindu shrines. 
The Narayanhiti Palace Museum (formerly the 
Narayanhiti Royal Palace) opened as a museum in 2009 
after Nepal was declared a republic. Situated in 
Kathmandu, Nepal, the museum allows visitors a 
detailed glimpse into Nepal’s rich history.  Even the 
building itself holds much historical significance for the 
Nepali history. The name “Narayanhiti” is a combination 
of “Narayan,” a form of the Hindu god Vishnu (whose 
temple lies just across from the Palace) and “hiti,” 
meaning water spout. 
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New Digs 

         
Palestinian Authority, Pope Francis’ Visit,        Papua New Guinea, Artifacts, issued 2014 
Ancient Building in background of low value 
Issued 2014. 
    

    
Papua New Guinea art and artifacts: masks, sculpture and body art. Explore the black art of New Guinea tribal artifacts 
and folk art. 

 

Peru,  Tambomachay, Cusco – Archaeology, issued 2014  
Tambomachay is an archaeological site associated with the Inca Empire, located near 
Cusco, Peru. An alternate Spanish name is El Baño del Inca ("the bath of the Inca").  It 
consists of a series of aqueducts, canals and waterfalls that run through the terraced 
rocks. The function of the site is uncertain: it may have served as a military outpost 
guarding the approaches to Cusco, as a spa resort for the Incan political elite, or both. 

 

With the I title of "Mummies of Leymebamba, people's Mysteries give Clouds", you presents a sample of 93 objects of 
the culture Chachapoyas, coming from the Area of With the title of “Momias de Leymebamba, Misterios de la Gente de 
las Nuves”, appear a sample of 93 objects of the Chachapoyas culture, originating from the Zone.   
 

Leimebamba is located on a mountain near the River Utcubamba. It 
offers several attractive places as ruins, the Lagoon of the Condors, the 
Leimebamba museum. At the museum it is possible to find information 
about flora and fauna of the region, like the mummies of the Lagoon of 
the Condors and the quipus found in the area. There are several pre-inca 
ruins in the region, the most famous of which is Kuelap, it surrounds 
Tingo, a really worthy place of admiration. In the same way, Jalca 
Grande; Revash, next to the Holy Bridge Tomás; The Congona, not 
much far from Leimebamba, amongst many other places. 
 

Peru, Mummies of Leymebamba Artifacts Souvenir Sheet, issued 2014. 
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New Digs 

   
Portugal, UNESCO World Heritage Sites, Coimbra University, issued 2014 
Founded in 1290 and with a population of 20,000 students, Coimbra University or Universidade de Coimbra is 
Portugal's oldest and largest university.  Established in 1290, it is one of the oldest universities in continuous operation 
in the world, the oldest university of Portugal, and one of its largest higher education and research institutions. It is 
organized into eight different faculties according to a wide range of fields, granting academic bachelor's (licenciado), 
master's (mestre) and doctorate (doutor) degrees in arts, engineering, humanities, mathematics, natural sciences, social 
sciences, sports and technologies. It is a founding member of the Coimbra Group, a group of leading European 
research universities, whose inaugural meeting it hosted. The University of Coimbra has approximately 20,000 students, 
and hosts one of the largest communities of international students in Portugal, being the most cosmopolitan Portuguese 
university.  On 22 June 2013, UNESCO added the university to its World Heritage List. 
 

  
Spain, National Heritage - Tapestry Death of Dido S/S, September 18, 2014, Scott #3997. 
 

Inspired in book I of Virgil’s 
Aeneid, the tapestries were 
woven in Brussels between 
1550 and 1555, following the 
cartoons designed between 
1530 and 1535 by Perino del 
Vaga for the Genoese admiral, 
in order to pay homage to the 
Habsburg monarchs in his 
palace of Genoa. This History 
of Dido and Aeneas is 
comprised of seven tapestries 
inspired in Virgil’s Aeneid.  
The series comes from the 
collection of Mary, Queen of 
Hungary, aunt of Philip II.

 

Spain, Ancient Culture - Menorca Talayotica (Limestone Dust Embedded in Stamp) No other 
information known yet. 
Human presence in Minorca has been verified from the beginning of the Bronze Age (2000BC) 
that was called the pre-Talayotic period and it left important burial monuments such as 
megalithic tombs and the collective tombs known as navetas. The best known of these is the 
Naveta de Tudons. It also left small settlements made up of apse rooms. Towards 1400BC, the 
evolutionary process of this culture produced various large stone constructions known as 
talayots. This word gives rise to the name of the richest prehistoric period of the island, namely, 
the Talayotic period. At this time there was a great expansion of settlements like Trepucó, Torre 
d'en Galmés or Son Catlar.  Each had a single monument of worship called a taula and scores of 

artificial caves excavated in the cliffs had necropolis characteristics, such as Calascovas o Cala Morell. The indigenous 
culture, based fundamentally on cyclopean construction, soon received important outside influence from expanding 
merchant peoples, such as the Carthaginians who were already established in Ibiza and who above all were noted for 
introducing new tools and ornaments. Finally, in 123BC, the Roman conquest occurred and this brought with it the 
transformation of the Talayotic settlements and the preponderance of three cities located at important ports: Mago 
(Maó), Jammo (Ciutadella) and Sanisera (Sanitja). 
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Member Information 

 

Member Ideas 

Several members have asked for a list of membership in order 
to exchange items of interest.  Many clubs do indeed give a 
membership list to the members, my quilting guild does, a 
railroad historical club I belong to also does.  But these are 
local groups on Long Island and do not have members 
throughout the world as OWASU does.  If I hear from 
members interested in this, please be assured it will not be 
published as a general publication but I think it may work as 
this: 
Send me your name, email address and what you are interested 
to collect.  I will do a copy-and-paste with this information and 
send the same by email to interested members.  It may take me 
a week to put the email together, make a publication list and 
send it to the people interested in communicating with each 
other.  After it gets going, or does not get going, I will step out 
of it and let it take its course.  We’ll see if it works. 
 

Articles Wanted 

If you have encountered any archaeological sites in your 
travels, write a few words about your impressions and 
illustrate it with a stamp or two.  Even if it is only one 
page, and one stamp, it may be interesting to some of 

our members.  If anyone has been to Egypt recently, 
after the Arab Spring, please let us know what is 
happening there. 

 

Member Ads: 

Seeking used postal stationery with mythological subjects 
pictured, especially Hercules or prehistoric man or art. 
Fran Adams 
P O Box 420308 
San Diego, CA 92142 
Fran.adams@gmail.com 
 

 

It is with sadness that I report the death of OWASU #1, 
founding member Mrs. Eileen Meier, 73, who is listed on 
the masthead of this publication as Past President 
Emeritus.  Eileen died June 5th in Clifton Falls, Virginia 
where she resided in a nursing home for the past 10 
years.  Eileen was preceded in death by her husband, 
Harry Meier.  Together Eileen and Harry worked 
through the ATA and AAPE assisting exhibitors to raise 
their medal levels.  Eileen was a life member of the ATA 
and APS.   

 

Archaeology Today 

Possible Bronze Age Site Spotted on Google Maps 
A metal detectorist has discovered a possible Bronze Age burial site while browsing on an aerial mapping website. Gary 
Campion was using Google Maps when he noticed dark circles and lines in a field near Wattisham in Suffolk (England). 
Suffolk County Council's archaeological service confirmed the markings were 'very likely' to be prehistoric mounds. The 
site is on private land and there were no excavation plans at the moment.  Mr Campion said the aerial photograph 
showed what appeared to be two circular burial mounds within a larger ring ditch of about 100ft (30m) diameter. "I was 
doing aerial research online to look for interesting places to get permission to go detecting when I spotted the darker 
circle," he said. "I assumed it had been seen before, but I approached the Suffolk archaeological service and they were 
unaware of it. It was exciting, but we've got to wait to see if we can ever go on site and investigate further." 
    Dr Richard Hoggett, county senior archaeological officer, said: "The dark round feature is very likely to be the 
plowed out remains of a Bronze Age burial mound/barrow dating from 2300-700 BCE. The surrounding enclosure is 
also likely to be prehistoric and may also be Bronze Age. It would be usual for there to have been a single central burial, 
which may have been accompanied by copper alloy, pottery or flint grave goods and very occasionally barrow burials 
contain precious metal objects." 
    Dr Hoggett added: "Although we are involved in a number of English Heritage funded projects to map archaeology 
from air photos, large parts of the county remain unexplored and we are always keen to hear from people who have 
spotted possible archaeological sites on Google Earth, Bing mapping or other online images. We would encourage 
people who think that they have found sites like this to look at the area on the Suffolk Heritage Explorer to see if we 
already have record for the site or they should contact us through the website or by emailing 
archaeology.her@suffolk.gov.uk". 
Edited from Ipswich Star (10 December 2014), BBC News (11 December 2014) 

 
Man in USA Finds Spearhead Dating Back Thousands of Years 
The ancient Native American artefact was found deep in the sand near Concord, New Hampshire, about 100 
kilometres north-northwest of Boston, in the northeast USA.    Harry Lewis was using an excavator to extract fine sand 
more than 3 metres beneath the surface, to make adobe for a building project. 

(cont’d on next pg) 
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Archaeology Today 

Man in USA Finds Spearhead Dating Back Thousands of Years 
   Soon after he began sifting the sand, he found a rock which someone ages ago had worked to a well-crafted point. "I 
knew it was too big, too long to be an arrowhead, so it had to be a spearhead," he said. "You can see where they 
sharpened it with one rock beating on another one." Local experts say it is from the end of the Archaic Period, and 
between 4,000 and 7,000 years old. 
   The spot where Lewis was digging is in a valley, which Lewis says was formerly the heart of a giant lake. He thinks 
that it would have been a safe spot to catch fish, since it would have offered a distant view in either direction.  Nancy 
Chabot, curator of the Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum, notes that the area has been home to natives for at least 
10,000 years, and guesses the spearhead would have been used in fishing, but said it also could have been a knife on a 
wooden handle. 
   Lewis said he'd like to have experts check out the site, thinking that he'd perhaps be able to discover more pieces of 
interest. He said he has four daughters and one of them tried to stake a claim to the spearhead. He told her that 
wouldn't be fair to her sisters, and she replied, "Keep digging." 
Edited from Concord Monitor (1 December 2014) 
 

Cappadocian Site Continues to Yield Results After 25 Years 
The site in question is called Asikli Hoyuk and is located in the Cappadocian region of Central Anatolia (Turkey). It has 
been worked continuously as a site since it was first discovered in 1989. It is very important in that it shows the 
transition from nomadic to sedentary life, over 11,000 years ago. 
     Professor Mihriban Ozbasaran was a mere doctorate student in 1989 and is now Head of the excavation and 
research. Her enthusiasm for the site has not diminished in those 25 years and she believes that the site shows that the 
lifestyle change occurred independently to other regions in a way that suited particular local needs. 
     She is quoted as saying "Before they were in small groups on the move. Here is the first time they started to be 
together for 24 hours as a community. What excites me the most about the site is that before the excavation studies 
started at Asikli it was thought that these developments have diffused from East to West!" 
     Several buildings have been reconstructed on the site, replicating the original design as closely as possible, located 
near the protected remains that they are based on, for visitors to view. The researchers have also gained valuable 
knowledge of the age and demographic of the population of the settlement, along with some of their medical history. It 
is also thought that, in addition to crop farming and animal domestication the site can boast to be the first known 
location for copper mining in the area 
Edited from Hurriyet Daily News (12 November 2014) 
 

Antikythera Mechanism Was Created in 205 BC, Study Claims 
This is according to Argentinian researchers who found an eclipse calendar - a dial on the back of the mechanism - 
includes a solar eclipse that happened on May 12, 205BC.  The rusty bronze fragments of the Antikythera Mechanism, 
the world's oldest computer, are 100 years older than scientists previously thought.  Previous radiocarbon dating 
analysis of had dates mechanism to 100 BC.  The study suggests the maths it uses is based is Babylonian arithmetic and 
predates other known examples of similar technology by 1,000 years.   
   The study, by the National University of Quilmes, suggests that the process in which the computer predicts eclipses is 
Babylonian arithmetic, rather Greek trigonometry.  This ancient device 'predates other known examples of similar 
technology by more than 1,000 years,' according to a report by John Markoff in the New York Times. 
By Ellie Zolfagharifard for MailOnline 28 November 2014  
 

From the Web Site: 

 

Have you visited out website recently?  A membership 
application is available for printing, so is a flyer 
advertising our club.  They print easily for those of you 
attending stamp shows around the country to leave at the 
literature table. 
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