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The UNESCO Sites of Syria 
by Caroline  Scannell 
 
Syria has been home to a succession of ancient civilizations reaching back thousands of years.  Agriculture was practiced 
there 12,000 years ago by the mesolithic Natufian culture and archaeological discoveries indicate that the port or Ugarit 
(Ras ash-Shamra on today’s map) was flourishing in 6000BC.  Archaeological finds date back to the Neolithic period, 
and the city was first documented in the early 2nd millennium BC.   
 

 
Scott #1326, issued  
Dec 19, 1994 
 

Conquered by  Alexander  in 333BC,  Syria became subject to the  
dynastic rule of the descendants of Alexander’s general  Seleucus.   
In 64BC Rome annexed Syria as a province after the capital moved  
to Constantinople.   Syria  prospered under Rome, connecting the  
rest of the empire to key trade routes.   
 
Palmyra changed hands on a number of occasions between different 
empires before becoming a subject of the Roman Empire in the 
1st century AD. 
 
 

 
Hercules and the Lion, 
ornamentation from the era 
of Alexander the Great, 
Scott #338, Nov 15, 1947  

 

 
Tourism issue, Scott #1746ab, Sept 27,2015 

 

An oasis in the Syrian Desert, northeast of 
Damascus, Palmyra contains the monumental 
ruins of a great city that was one of the most 
important cultural centers of the ancient world. 
From the 1st to the 2nd century, the art and 
architecture of Palmyra, standing at the  
crossroads of several civilizations, married  
Greek and Roman techniques with local  
traditions and Persian influences. 
 

 
Seated Woman, Palmyra,  
C446, Oct 10, 1969 

According to tradition, Palmyra was founded by Solomon, king of ancient 
Israel as the easternmost city of Solomon's empire.  It’s prominence owed to 
its strategic location on ancient trade routes between Egypt and the Persian 
Gulf.  The earliest surviving inscription from Palmyra dates from 32BC. 
Palmyra was a prosperous caravan station in the 1st century BC. It became a 
Roman outpost and a major city-state within the Roman Empire in the 1st 
Century AD.  
  

Palmyra Ruins, Scott #1124, Feb 25, 1988.   
 (cont’d pg 3) 
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Baal-Shamin Temple, 
Scott C429, Jan 20, 1969   

 

The main structures of the ancient city included the temple of Bel dating from the 
1st century BC and the temple of Baal Shamin from the 1st century AD.  
 
Palmyra enjoyed autonomy as the Roman Province of Syria during the first two 
centuries AD.  Palmyra became a Roman Colonia during the third century, which 
lead to the incorporation of Roman governing institutions, before becoming a 
monarchy in 260.  Following Palmyra’s destruction in AD273, the city became a 
minor center under the Byzantines and later empires. 

 

                
Gate of Kasr el Heir,        Astarte & Tyche, BasRelief      Palmyra Ruins                      Queen Zenobia Scott #C279-8 Dec 28, 1962 

Palmyra, Scott #C216,      Scott #C367, July 26, 1966     Scott #350, June 20, 1949 
Sept. 1,1956         
 

Queen Zenobia  was  the wife  of  the  ruler of the  Roman  protectorate  of  Palmyra,  she  assumed  leadership  of  the 
state after her husband’s murder.  A warrior queen, Zenobia’s army conquered Syria before she invaded Egypt and 
proclaimed her son Emperor.  Her son’s age at the time meant she herself would rule.  Rome quickly recaptured 
Palmyra and carted off Zenobia in chains to Rome.   
 

   
Syria, Palmyra Archway, Scott #C257-8,  
issued 1962. 

 
 
 
The Palmyra archway, which originally consisted of some 1,500 
Corinthian columns, was destroyed 2017.  The main street of the 
ancient city was the old caravan road.  In Roman times it was 
transformed into a long and beautiful avenue adorned with 
colonnades and monumental arches.   

 

    
Roman Arch & Columns                Greco-Roman ruins in Palmyra. C164-6, April 22, 1952.  
Palmyra Scott #1029, Dec. 3, 1984 

 (cont’d pg 4) 
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The waning strength of the Byzantine Empire made it possible for foreign incursions by the 
Persians, the area changed hands decisively after the Arab invasion of 640AD.  In this article we 
will examine some of the archaeological sites of major cities.   
 
Palmyra was conquered by Muslim Arabs in 634 and made an Arab fortress.  In 1089 it was 
destroyed by an earthquake.  Plundering hastened its decay, and it sank rapidly to the ruins  
that remain to this day.   
 

 
Amphitheater, Palmyra    
C431, Jan 20, 1969 

 

 
Palmyra, Scott #185, issued 1925 
 

Palmyra was occupied by ISIS twice, from May 2015 to March 2016, and again 
from December 2016 to March 2017.  During the first occupation ISIS bombed 
the Temples of Bel and Baal-Shamin, and nearby ancient and medieval tombs.  
In October 2015 ISIS destroyed the city’s Monumental Arch.  During ISIS’s 
second occupation of the city, the group destroyed the remains of the ancient 
Roman Tetraplion and part of a nearby Roman theater.  

Aleppo turns up in archaeological records as an important city from the third millennium BC, much earlier than Damascus.  
Located at the crossroads of several trade routes, Aleppo became a center for trade between Europe and lands farther east.  
The city was settled by the Hittites before 1000BC and was ruled successively by the Hittites, Assyrians, Arabs, Mongols, 
Mamelukes and Ottomans.   
 
Aleppo was important to the Hittites for being the center of worship of the Storm-God.  The city’s religious importance 
continued after the collapse of the Hittite empire in the 12th century BC, when Aleppo became part of the Middle Assyrian 
Empire. 

 

   
Citadel, Scott #216, 1929-30  Citadel, Scott #225, 1929-30            The Great Ummayad Mosque,  
                                                                                                       Scott #218, 1929. 
 

The 13th-century citadel, 
12th-century Great 
Mosque and various 
madrasas, palaces, 
caravanserais & hammams 
all form part of the city's 
cohesive, unique urban 
fabric.  

The Qalb Lozah Church in Aleppo dates from the Byzantine era and has over time 
served both Muslim and Christian communities.  
 
Aleppo, Syria, has been the site of major fighting.  Its Old City is also a 
UNESCO World Heritage site of incalculable cultural value.  The impressive 
Citadel of Aleppo overlooks the city; the vast souk, one of the largest covered 
markets in the world; and the 12th-century Great Umayyad Mosque are 
especially important culturally and each sustained heavy damage.  It was urgent 
these sites be recorded before they suffer further destruction.  
 

 

 
        Qalb Lozah Church, Scott #426,  
        May 28,1962 

 

An international group, Iconem worked with the Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums of Syria in 2017 to 
document these important sites. Using drones, they scanned thousands of square meters, using the data to reconstruct a 

3D model of the  Old City;  individual  3D  models  of  the  Citadel, the souk,  and the Great Umayyad Mosque; and an 
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orthophoto map of the city center. These document the current state of damage and are crucial to architectural 
evaluation and reconstruction projects. 
 

     
Mosaics from the Ummayad              Umayad Mosque and the Minaret  
Mosque, Scott #339, Nov 15, 1947.   of Jesus, Scott #C81, 1937. 
 

The Ancient City of Damascus is one of the 
oldest continuously inhabited cities in the 
world.  Founded in the 3rd millennium BC, 
Damascus contains numerous archaeological 
sites, including some historical churches and 
mosques.  
In the second millennium BC Damascus was, 
was located in the middle of a conflict zone 
between the Hittites and Egyptians, until the 
emergence of the Sea Peoples in 1200BC.   

 

According to 15th-century BC Egyptian inscriptions, Damascus was the capital of a city-state, was subjugated by David, 
king of Judah & Israel, and later warred with Israel.  The Semitic Arameans established the independent state of Aram-
Damascus around the 11th century–733BC.  In 732BC it was conquered by the Assyrians, and in 333-332BC it fell to 
Alexander the Great.  After the death of Alexander in 323BC, Damascus became part of the Seleucid Kingdom.   
 

Many conquerors have left their mark, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine and Islamic.  In 1979 the historical city center, 
surrounded by Roman era walls, was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 

         
Mosque of Damascus,   Omayyad Mosque      The Ummayad Mosque, 
Scott #177, issued 1925.  Scott #C430, Jan 20,1969  Scott #C189, Mar 26,1955 
 

 
 

Christianity was introduced into Damascus 
during the 1st century AD,and in 635 it was 
taken by the Muslims.  In 762 the city was the 
residence of the caliphs and was appropriately 
fortified.   
 
The Umayyad state established in 661 was the 
second Muslim caliphate in history, and the 
first to be established on Dynastic principles. 

A reminder of the Christian era in Damascus is the Minaret of Jesus within the complex of the Umayad Mosque.   
In 1076 Damascus was seized by the Seljuk Turks, and in 1154 it fell to the Egyptians.  
 

Damascus was the center of a flourishing craft industry, specializing in swords and lace. The city has more than 125 
monuments from different periods of its history.  One of the most spectacular is the 8th-century Great Mosque of the 
Umayyads, built on the site of an Assyrian sanctuary. 

 

The Ancient City of Bosra was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
1980 and added to UNESCO’s list of World Heritage Sites in Danger in 2013.  
Bosra was once the capital of the Roman province of Arabia under Emperor 
Trajan, was an  important stop over on the  ancient caravan route to Mecca.   A 2nd 
century Roman theater, early Christian ruins and several mosques are found within 
its walls. 
 

 
Syria Amphitheater of Bosra, 
#221, issued 1929. 

Bosra is an ancient city mentioned in the lists of Tuthmosis III and Akhenaten in the fourteenth century 
BC.  Established as the first Nabatean city in the 2nd  century BC, it bore the name Buhora, but during the Hellenistic 
period, it was known by the name of Bustra.  

(cont’d pg 6) 
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Today, Bosra is a major archaeological site, containing ruins from Roman, Byzantine, and Muslim times, its main feature 
being the well preserved Roman theatre.  
 

     
Bosra Gate, Mosque & Amphitheater Scott 1663abc  Sept 27, 2009 

 
 

<<  Sites in Bosra  
Bab Al-Hawa,  
Mabrak Al-Naqa 
Mosque,  
Roman Amphitheater. 

     
Syria  #992, 1983         Syria Scott #C420, issued 1968 
Commemorating the 10th Anniversary of the UNESCO- 
World Heritage Program. Ruins of Bosra.  
 

This site of immense cultural importance was bombed 
by regime helicopters in 2015, causing severe damage to 
the ancient citadel. 
 
The ancient city of Bosra has also seen destruction.  The 
2nd century Roman theatre was attacked on December 
22, 2015 during fighting.  “The destructions sustained by 
Bosra represents a further escalation in the horror of war 
and must be stopped at once to allow to preserve the 
irreplaceable heritage of Bosra,” said Irina 
Bokova, director general of Unesco.  

 

Club News 
Several people have asked me if they can use Paypal or a charge card to pay their dues.  The American Topical 
Association allows study units to utilize their facilities in these cases.  I contacted Vera Felts and this is the procedure 
she outlined: 
From: American Topical Association Inc <americantopical@msn.com... 
Caroline, here's how it works:  we are glad to accept payments through PayPal or by credit cards on behalf of any of our study 
units.  It costs us about 5% to process the electronic payment, so quarterly I write checks to each unit for whom we've received 
money (dues, donations, whatever).  Let's say we receive $20 from a member on your behalf now.  I will be writing a check to your 
unit at the end of June (end of this quarter) for $19.  ATA doesn't make a single penny on this service--it's a convenience to the 
units.   If you ever need me to process any credit cards for your unit, we would need to know the following info: 
-Card number (usually 16 digits) 
-Expiration date (MM/YY) 
-Security code (usually 3 digits, sometimes 4) 
-Their postal code (5-digit US, 6-digit Canada, varies in other countries) 
We can process Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express. 
We send you 95% of the amount processed at the end of the quarter, just as we do for PayPal. 
Whenever we receive a payment for you, we acknowledge it with the person who paid, and CC you, so you will know the payment 
has been made. 
Vera  Felts , Executive Director 
American Topical Association 
PO Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-0008  USA 
618-985-5100     americantopical@msn.com 

This may give out Canadian members some peace of mind, though we would appreciate if they would add the 5% to 
their remittance. 
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