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The Troubles of Jerusalem 
by Christian Kolker 
 

Jerusalem, the holy land, a place of spiritual history, with its numerous ancient sites, is truly a step back in time. The 
Jewish quarter, the Crusaders, and the Ottoman Empire are all important players in the history of Jerusalem, and are 
depicted on the Israeli 1985 stamps shown below.  The Israeli postal administration issued these souvenir sheets to 
commemorate ISRAPHIL ’85, and authorized the International Philatelic Federation to overprint some of them to raise 
funds for the show.  
 

        
Israeli Scott #908a-c, issued for the World Stamp Exhibition of 1985, May 14, 1985, The three stamps in the souvenir sheet depict;  
16th century bas-relief Ottoman period; Hand from 18th Century Jewish Quarter; Rosette carving 12-13th century Crusader Period. 
 

Each stamp shows a different era and faith important in the history of Jerusalem. The Christian crusaders, starting in 
the 11th century, changed Middle Eastern history forever with their conquest of Jerusalem. The Muslim Ottoman 
Empire of Turkey left a lasting mark when they took Jerusalem from the Malmuks of Egypt in the 15th century. During 
this time Jewish settlers began to live in central Jerusalem, in a part of the city to be known as the Jewish quarter. An 
archaeological discussion of these profoundly important topics leads to a deeper understanding of the rich tapestry that 
is Jerusalem today. 
 

The Crusades were Christian fighters who were sent to capture 
Jerusalem, with the initial invasion in 1095. The reason they invaded and 
captured Jerusalem was simply because it was the holy land where Jesus 
walked and preached.  One of the most important figures involved with 
the crusades was Pope Urban II.   He created an army mainly from the 
peasantry of Europe by saying if you fought you would go to heaven.   
“All who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle against 
the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins.” Pope Urban II 
further said “Moreover, Christ commands it” in a famous papal plea, 
and the people were said to chant in response “It is the will of God!”  
He took action when he saw the Muslims invading Jerusalem, and felt 
he had to act on behalf of all of Christendom.  
 

 
Map of Old City of Jerusalem 
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What the Crusades built in Jerusalem, after an initial massacre of Jews, Christians and Muslims was a hospital managed 
by Knights of the Order of St John.  The Order of the Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem was the name of the Catholic 
military order that was called the Hospitallers who helped that sick, wounded and the needy.  These knights built many 
churches, one of them even financed by the powerful Queen Melisende, the Queen of Jerusalem who reigned from 
1131-1153 and King Baldwin III, son of Queen Melisende. He reigned from 1143-1153 with his mother’s oversight and 
independently until civil war ousted him in favor of his brother Amalric in1163. Saladin, the founder of the Ayyubid 
dynasty, ousted the Crusaders from all of Jerusalem in 1187. 
  
 

 
Map of the Holy Land, depicted in 1578 by Gerard de Jode, as depicted on 
Israeli Scott #951, issued Oct. 19, 1986. 

 
The Ottoman Empire was a strong nation 
located in modern day Turkey, founded in c. 
1299-1922. Selim the Cruel was a fierce 
Ottoman leader who had a relentless greed 
for power. He was the leader who captured 
Jerusalem after the Ottomans defeated the 
Malmuks (Egyptian Muslims) at Marj Dalik 
on August 24, 1516. The Ottomans held 
grasp of the city for the next 400 years.  
 
Sultan Selim II, a powerful Ottoman 
emperor of the 16tth century, came to power 
in 1566. He made the Ottoman Institute, the 
practice the Order of St John.   

 
The Order of the Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem was the name of the 
Catholic military order that was called the Hospitallers who helped that sick, 
wounded and the needy.  These knights built many churches, one of them even 
financed by the powerful Queen Melisende, the Queen of Jerusalem who reigned 
from 1131-1153 and King Baldwin III, son of Queen Melisende. He reigned 
from 1143-1153 with his mother’s oversight and independently until civil war 
ousted him in favor of his brother Amalric in1163. Saladin, the founder of the 
Ayyubid dynasty, ousted the Crusaders from all of Jerusalem in 1187.  
 
The Ottoman Empire was a strong nation located in modern day Turkey, 
founded in c. 1299-1922. Selim the Cruel was a fierce Ottoman leader who had a 
relentless greed for power. He was the leader who captured Jerusalem after the 
Ottomans defeated the Malmuks (Egyptian Muslims) at Marj Dalik on August 
24, 1516. The Ottomans held grasp of the city for the next 400 years. Sultan 
Selim II, a powerful Ottoman emperor of the 16tth century, came to power in 
1566. He made the Ottoman Institute, the practice of allowing a private person 
to purchase the right to collect taxes. This led to the abuse of power as tax 
collectors became repressive to the people.  By 1625, Jerusalem was brought 
down by economic collapse.  
 
Suleiman the Magnificent, also known as Suleiman I in the west and Kanuni 
(The Lawgiver) in his realm, was the 10th and longest reigning ruler or Sultan of 
the Ottoman Empire.  He reigned from 1520 to his death in 1566.   

 
An illustration from the Melisende 
Psalter, commissioned during her 
reign 
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The Tanners’ Gate, one of the nine gates leading into the  
Old City of Jerusalem 

 

Suleiman rebuilt the walls of now the old city, with 8 gates 
leading into Jerusalem.  He also repaired the tower of 
David when its walls collapsed. When he rebuilt the walls, 
it had eight gates, with a ninth, the New Gate, constructed 
in 1877. 
 

The Ottomans rule spread a sense of security that resulted 
in pilgrimages of Jewish and Christian in the holy land for 
centuries. But by WWI the Ottomans were “Old, sick 
men of Europe”, meaning they barely had an army and a 
stable economy with no official leader.  This was both a 
sad joke and fitting commentary of the Ottoman Empire 
in the early 20th century. They say that on Dec 9th 1917 
two British cooks from the 60th London Division left base 
in Palestine in search of eggs. Less than six weeks had 
passed since British troops breached Turkish positions in 

Israel and conquered Beersheba.  Now the cooks walked through a deserted plain and were stopped by many anxious 
soldiers to surrender. Then two British sergeants appeared and shouted for the crowd to halt. The people lifted their 
arms, holding a white sheet that had been torn off a bed at the American Colony hospital. The sheet attached to a 
broom handle was a makeshift flag for surrender.   Shortly thereafter, British General Edmund Allenby walked by foot 
into the old city of Jerusalem out of respect for the city and its traditions to capture Jerusalem for the British in 1917.  
The era of Ottoman rule finally ended. 

       
The three commemorative stamp sheets Israel issued for the World Stamp Exhibition of 1985, Scott #907, 908 & 909, issued May 
14, 1985, #907 (left) illustrated Dome of the Rock, The Western Wall, & Church of the Holy Sepulcher.   #909 depicts  
 

The Jewish quarter is one of the four quarters in ancient Jerusalem. It is located 
in the southeastern part of the city, and stretches from the Zion gate, along the 
Armenian quarter, and up to the street of chains in the north and extends to the 
west wall. In CE 135 Roman empire Hadrian built Aelia Capitolina, a city on the 
ruins of ancient Jerusalem. The 10th Legion of the Roman Army set camp on the 
land that is now the Jewish quarter, although the exact date for this is not 
known.  
 

The Jews endured the “Diaspora”, meaning scattering of the Jews after 2nd 
Jewish revolt in AD 70. Ultimately, after Roman rule waned, the Byzantines, 
based out of modern-day Turkey, took over and banned further Jewish 
immigration and forced the Jews in Jerusalem to leave. Later, leaders of the new 
Muslim religion defeated the Byzantines, taking over Jerusalem in 638, allowing 
Jews come back again to the city.  
 

 
Map of Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem 
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The Crusaders later came and slaughtered both Muslims and Jews in 1099. Muslims eventually took back over in 1187 
and came back with the Jews. In 1948 after the British left, Jordan invaded with the goal to wipe out all existing Jews in 
the first Arab-Israel war.  They decimated the Jewish quarter, occupying it for 19 years, but by 1967 the Jewish quarter 
came back under Israel control. Today approximately 1000 families call the Jewish quarter home, and it is filled with 
archaeological sites, tourist areas, and cafés. 
 

 

The Fortified City of Carcassonne, France 
by Caroline Scannell 
 

Carcassonne was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997.  
Inhabited since Neolithic times, a fortified city has existed on the hill 
where Carcassonne is located today since before the Roman period.  
 
Located in southern France between historic trade routes that link the 
Atlantic to the Mediterranean, the Aude plain to the Pyrenees.  The 
strategic location was recognized by the Romans, becoming known as 
Carcasum around 100BC.  The Romans occupied the hilltop until the 
end of the Empire.   
 

 
United Nations (Vienna)  Carcassonne,  
Scott #383, issued May 27, 2006  

 

Carcassonne was then taken over by the Visigoths in the 5th century who built the fortifications; traces of which still 
stand. 
 

 
France,  The Fortified City of Carcassonne, Scott #2760, issued 2000. 
 

In  the 6th century the Visigoths successfully 
foiled attacks by the Frankish king Clovis.  
Saracens from Barcelona took Carcassonne in 
725, but Frankish king Pépin le Bref (Pepin the 
short) drove them away in 759-60.  Though he 
took over most of southern France he was 
unable to take the fortress of Carcassonne. 

Famous for the Cité de Carcassonne with its massive defenses, dating from late antiquity, which encircle the castle and 
surrounding buildings, streets and the Gothic Cathedral, making it an outstanding example of a medieval fortified town. 
 

During the 13th-century Carcassonne became famous for its role in 
the Albigensian Crusades when the city was a stronghold of the Occitan 
Cathars, a religious sect holding a dualist Manichaean view of good and 
evil.   Carcassonne was captured and its inhabitants massacred by the 
Anglo-Normans under Simon de Montfort, who added to the 
fortifications, and became a possession of the French crown in 1247. It 
was at this time that the French king Louis IX founded the new town 
across the Aude. 
 

 
France, The Ramparts of the Cite de 
Carcassonne, Scott #345, issued 1938.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
<<  France, Heritage of France, Carcassonne, Scott #4471, issued Sept 9, 2013 

 
The medieval fortress was restored by Eugène Viollet-le-Duc in 1853 and added 
to the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites in 1997.  Carcassonne relies heavily 
on tourism but also counts manufacture and wine-making as some of its other 
key economic sectors. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cit%C3%A9_de_Carcassonne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albigensian_Crusade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catharism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eug%C3%A8ne_Viollet-le-Duc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site



